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Correspondence about the Sturtz Cemetery in Southampton Township, Pennsylvania 

This file contains correspondence I had with Keith Sturtz in the 1990s about the Sturtz Cemetery on the Southampton 

Township, Somerset County, Pennsylvania farm of Allen Lester Korns (b. 1904, d. 1974) and his wife Gladys Edna 

(Bittner) Korns (b. 1904, d. 1976). Before Allen and Gladys, the farm had belonged to Allen’s father John Wilson Korns (b. 

1858, d. 1926) and his wife Mary Elizabeth (Geiger) Korns (b. 1867, d. 1931). Allen and Gladys Korns were my 

grandparents. Gladys told me about two unmarked graves in her garden when I was in my youth.  

It appears that the notes Keith thought were from his visit are actually based on the 1930s-era WPA cemetery survey. 

His description of what is written on the tombstone of Christian Sturtz, and his description of the location of the farm 

and the location of the cemetery on the farm repeat information in the WPA records.  

In this correspondence, Keith assumes he visited with my grandmother when he visited the Korns farm in 1975. If 1975 

is indeed the year he visited the farm, is more likely that he visited with my aunt Dolores (Shaffer) Korns (b. 1930, d. 

2020) who also lived on the farm, because Gladys Korns was dying of cancer at the home of my parents in Mercer 

County, Pennsylvania for a significant portion of 1975 and died in Mercer County on January 19, 1976.  

Keith references the farm as having once belonged to his ancestor Christian Sturtz, Jr. Many years after corresponding 

with Keith, I was able to confirm that the farm of my grandparents Allen and Lester Korns had indeed belonged to an 

individual named Christian Sturtz. 

Lannie Dietle 

July 11, 2022 
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