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Robin Yeamans (YRobin777@aol.com), an attorney living in California, provided the 
attached 1896 South Dakota Supreme Court brief (see page 2) to Korns.org in April 
2007. In regards to the brief, Robin wrote:  

 

“EB Korns evidently was a stellar attorney, and I'm lucky enough to have one of his 
briefs which was filed with the Supreme Court of So. Dakota in 1896.  A pencil notation 
on the front says, "Won - Decision - 68 N.W. 287, and this is a reference to an official 
book of court decisions which contains: 

  

Minnesota Thresher Mfg. Co. v. Schaack 
9 S.D. 184, 68 N.W. 287 

S.D. 1896. 
August 05, 1896 (Approx. 1 page) 

 

It indicates that EB Korns represented the "respondent" in that case. 
  
The next page after the cover is a letter from someone who was a "student" taken in by 
EB.  The letter refers to EB's "lawyer grandson" which would be my now-deceased 
father, Richard Korns Yeamans.  Like EB, I am a lawyer (certified as an appellate law 
specialist in California by the Calif. St. Bar Board of Legal Specialization), and my 
daughter married a lawyer.  I hope that we all have been lawyers in the tradition of 
Abraham Lincoln and Clarence Darrow rather than other lawyers who may come to 
people's minds.” 

  
Robin Yeamans also provided the following background information: 

• “I'm quite sure I'm descended from the Kornses who were in Holmes County, 
Ohio. Elizabeth Hoyman Korns was the wife of William and the mother of Joseph 
Korns who was the father of Emanuel B Korns who was the father of Mildred 
Korns Yeamans who is my grandmother.” 

• “I talked to my Uncle Robert Yeamans today (son of Mildred Korns Yeamans, 
now in his late 90's), and he remembered that eventually Emanuel B. Korns and 
Josie Winters came to California, where they built Korns Court, a motel, at 1738 
E. 4th St. in Long Beach CA.  This was the first time I'd heard that EB came to 
California; I thought he died in So. Dakota.  However, the motel did not do well 
financially, and I believe they lost it.” 

 
Pages 227-228 of the book “Genealogy of Michael Korns, Sr.” states the following about 
E.B. Korns: “E. B. Korns, born in 1858, graduated in Law at Ann Arbor, in 1881, and 
located in the Dakota Territory to practice Law for seventeen years, once elected as 
County Prosecutor. He took an active part in. shaping the destinies of the new State, then 
he moved to Tracy, Minnesota, where he practiced twenty-one years and then moved to 
Long Beach, California, there he devoted his practice to probate Law and to the civic 
affairs of that city, being known as the silver tongued orator:, he died in 1929.” 
 
























