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MT. CARMEL LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)

In 1842, when the Rev. Christian Lepley was Pastor
of the Frostburg Pastorate, he began to preach in a
school house on the Plank Road east of Wittenburg, Pa.
at a place then called "White Oak.' This house had
been built for school purposes and preaching services.

After preaching in this building at various times
for two years, he organized in 1844 a Congregation in
the name and title of The Mt. Carmel Evangelical Luth-
eran Church of Larimer Township, Somerset County,Penna.

In the spring of 1849, this church united with the
Reformed congregation in building a Union Church to be
used for the purposes of both organizations, each
occupying it on every alternate Sunday. This church
was a small frame one-story building, 35 feet by 45
feet, and is said to have cost about $1,200.00. The
Cornerstone was laid in the month of May, 1844. The
sermon on the occasion was preached by Rev. William

Uhl of Somerset. It was dedicated to the Worship of
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God, free of debt, on September 28, 1844 by Rev.
Christian Lepley of the Lutheran Church and the Rev.
Benjamin Knepper of the Reformed Church. Each congre-

gation occupied in on every alternate Sunday.

White Oak Church buile in 1847. Reading from left to right: Henry Petenbrink;
P. W. Suder, elder; John H. Lepley, deacon; Peter Weimer. elder; Rev. Knepper, former
pastor 1846-1873; Rev. Hunsicker, pastor. ;

The seven-acre tract of land upon which the church
was built was deeeded in 1825 to George Long, John
Albright, and Christian Shockey, Jrf, Trustees of the
Lutheran and Presbyterian (Reformed) Congregations.

The Deed was executed Feburary 3, 1819 by John and
Mary Wells, which indicates that a congregation al -

ready existed then.




For forty-four years this church was used jointly
by the Lutheran and Reformed Congregations until on
May 10, 1891, the Lutheran people dedicated to the
worship of the Triune God a new church of their own,
on a lot but a few rods from where the old church
then stood. In this most comfortable sanctuary,
which is also perhaps the most beautiful country church
in Somerset County, the congregation is still worshipping.
The cost of the building was $4,500.00.

Soon after the reorganization of Mt. Carmel Church,
the Rev. Christian Lepley, still pastor of the Frostburg»
Pastorate, finding that he had more places to preach
than he could well attend to, was compelled to make
other arrangements for the new congregation. Therefore,
we find that on January 16, 1845, the Rev. John Gaver,
whether as Pastor or Supply or in connection with some
other congregations does not appear, took charge of this
church and serve it for one year, when death claimed him as
fts victim and ended his labors on earth. From January
1, 1846 to April 1, 1849, Rév. Christian Lepley seems to
have preached occasionally and also exercised a general
supervision over their affairs. On or about the latter

date stated above, Rev. Samuel B. Lawson became the Pastor
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of the Salisbury Charge and supplied Mt. Carmel Church

for about 2 years.

In 1851, the Wellersburg Charge was formed con-
sisting of five congregations, one of which was Mt.
Carmel. The Rev. Peter Nellis served from 1852 to
1853, followed by the Rev. Charles Witmer 1854 to
1857, and the Rev. Mr. Lepley's third pastorate,

1857 to 1859.

After a long vacancy, this congregation called
the Rev. J. P. Schnure, who began his labors in
September 1886 and closed them in April 1889, serving
2 years, 7 months. A great revival at which about 37
souls professed conversion was granted during the first
year. The church lost many of its most valuable members
and workers by removal and this made the work almost
retrograde, but we struggled on until everything was
regulated in an orderly manner. A beginning was made
to incorporate the congregation in a legal manner, and
a general desire awakened for separation of property
from the Reformed congregation and the building of a
new church. Rev. Schnure writes, "September 15, 6:30 p.m.,
| visited the place, preached from Eph. 3:17-19, theme

'The Indwelling Christ' to a large and attentive aud-
AL



ience. After three days, returned to my present charge,
New Millport, Pa."

In 1890, after the Meyersdale Zion Church, of which
the Rev. Dr. M. L. Young was pastor, determined to under-
take alone the support of a minister. Dr. Young assumed
the charge of the churches which had withdrawn from the

Meyersdale Pastorate and formed a new charge.

In addition to his regular services in the new St.
Paul's Charge, Dr. Young supplied the Mt. Carmel Church
as Preacher. He oversaw the work of building a new church
and continued to serve until it was completed in 1891 and
a new minister was secured in the person of Rev. 0. H.
Gruver, 1893 to 1895, a pastor of the Wellersburg Charge.

The Mt. Carmel Church is a neat frame structure with
sanctuary and Sunday church room connected by folding
doors. It has a 66 foot tower in which hangs a large
McShane bell. The ceiling is finished with wood laid
off in panels. All the windows are fine art glass mem-
orials to those whose names they bear. They were placed
in the church by those who desired to remember and honor
their departed loved ones. One of the windows is a mem-

orial/ to the Rev. M. F. Pfahler, who was pastor of the



MT. CARMEL

congregation during the last 12 years of his active min-
istry which concluded in 1884. It was presented by his
son, John H. Pfahler of Meyersdale.

The most beautiful memorial window, as well as the
most costly, perhaps, was the one presented by Adam
Poorbaugh in remembrance of his daughter. He also gave
to the church a large Frink Reflector, and after the
building was erected, provided an iron fence for in front
of the church. He was a sincere and truly humble Christian
man, who was for many years a devoted and useful member of

the church, and honored and beloved by all who knew him.



After his death on April 30, 1900, it was discovered that
he had bequeathed to the trustees of Mt. Carmel Church and

their successors in office the sum of $650.00, the interest

of which was to be used toward the pastor's salary or any

other debts of the congregation, a praise-worthy example
of benevolence and one to be commended to those whom God
has blessed with worldly prosperty.

At the same time he also bequeathed $100. to the Somerset
County Evangelical Lutheran Conference of the Alleghany
Synod, to be used by the said Conference toward estab-
lishing a collegiate institution which they then contem-
plated establishing in Somerset County. But as there

was no probability that such an institution would be
established in the near future, if at all, and as all
projects toward that end had been abandoned, the Con-
ference at its meeting held in November, 1910, unani-
mously passed a resolution which was copied in the minutes
directing the treasurer to refund the $100. held by the
Conference to the heirs of the donor, Adam Poorbaugh.

With as little delay as possible the Rev. W. H. B. Carney,
treasurer of the Conference, paid to Herman B. Beal, the

only surviving heir-at-law, the sum of $100.00.
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Believing that such disposition of this money would be
most in accordance with the iwshes of the original
testator, Mr. Beal gave the $100 to the trustees
of the Mt. Carmel Church and their successors in office
on the same conditions as those specified in the will
of the late Adam Poorbaugh. ''The Poorbaugh Fund,

now in the hands of the trustees of the Mt. Carmel
Church, the interest of which is to be paid annually
for the benefit of the church is seven hundred and

i fit y deilil alFsi"!

Some ten years after he had superintended the erection

of the Mt. Carmel Church, Dr. Young again regularly

supplied both the congregations still remaining in

the Wellersburg Charge. In 1900, he was assisted by
Rev. B. B. Collins, pastor of the Meyersdale Church,
and by Dr. Johnston, pastor of the Salisbury Charge.
For the next two years he did all the preaching in
these two churches. But when, in 1903, he became
pastor of St. Stephen's, Cumberland, Md., his minister-
ial duties accumulated to such an extent that he could
no longer do the necessary preaching. By an arrange-

ment satisfactory to the Mt. Carmel congregation, he



secured the assistance of Dr. E. S. Johnston, who
preached for that church once a month, from Jan. 1, 1903
to Dec. 31, 1904. This relation was dissolved by a
Power 'stronger than any human agency. Dr. Young
continued to discharge his part of the ministerial and
pastoral duties until within two weeks of his death,
which occured at his residence in Cumberland, Md., on
Monday morning, Dec. 12, 1904, in the fifty-first year
of his age.

Dr. Young was a man of clear and decided opinions.

He was an honest man, a true friend, a genial companion,
a sincere Christian and a clear, earnest, instructive
preacher. The esteem in which his memory is held by
this community in which he was well known is manifest
on every hand, and the respect with which his name is
mentioned, his memory cherished, his opinions quoted
and his practices approved furnish strong evidence of
the scope of his mind and the breadth of his character.

''He being dead yet speaketh.'

On Jan. 1, 1905, a few weeks after the death of
Dr. Young, Rev. E. S. Johnston, D.D., became pastor
of the Wellersburg pastorate, and served until

L
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Dec. 31, 1914, when he resigned from active work as

a pastor, having attained the age of 81 years. This
church reported to Synod at the end of the synodical
year, August 31, 1914, 95 communicant members, 115
confirmed members and 210 baptized members.

Mr. Herman Beal, for many years a faithful member

and officer, at his death, made a substantial be-
quest to the congregation. It was invested and the
interest applied to the salary of the pastor and the
benevolence of the church.

For a few years, the congregation had supplies in the
persons of Mr. A. W. Smith, a student of Susquehanna
University; Rev. J. T. Shaffer, and Mr. F. R. Crossland,

a student of Susquehanna.

During the Rev. S. D. Sigler's 19-year pastorate (1925~
1944) a furnace and electric lights were installed.
Prior to the lighting change, gas lights were used.
They were an improvement over the original carbide
lights. The church was redecorated in 1950 during the
pastorate of the Rev. George E. Bowersox, Jr., (194k4-
18585}~

During the pastorate of the Rev. Charles E. Staub,

(1956-68), the interior of the church was completely



renovated. The sanctuary was paneled and painted and

new carpet was installed. A new dossal curtain was

placed behind the altar. A baptismal font was
donated by Mr. and Mrs. Charles Yergan and Mr. and
Mrs. John Bender. A large wooden cross was made

and donated by Alfred Baer. The total renovation
program cost about $3,000.00. A re-dedication ser-
vice was conducted on Oct. 24, 1965, with the Rev.
Mr. Sigler and the Rev. Mr. Bowersox éssisting.

The Mt. Carmel Church was a part of the Somerset
Area Ministry served by the Rev. William H Snyder,
Vice Pastor. In. 1970, the chutch had a membership
of 81 persons. The trustees were Carl Miller, and
Howard Crissinger. The Elders were Oscar Peten-
brink and Elwood Ackerman. The Deacons were Edison
Paul and Irving Saylor. Sunday School Superin-
tendent was Ralph Dietle.

Sometime during the vice-pastorate of Rev. William
H. Snyder, (1969-72), the Central Pennsylvania Synod
sought to close Mt. Carmel Church and merge this con-
gregation with St. John Methodist, Grace United
Church of Christ, and several other United Church

of Christ congregations. Mt. Carmel Congregation
-11-



voted no, as did Grace United Church of Christ. Today
Mt. Carmel is & member of the Allegheny Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
In August, 1970, a meeting was held with the United Church
of Christ to discuss building a pavilion in the church
grove at a cost of approximately $1,800.00 Work began
on October 15, 1970. A new oil furnace was installed in
1971. The church received new siding on the outside in
1975 at the cost of $5,500.00
The 1980's were active years in improvements to the church.
A well was drilled, a supply cabinet was given by Mary
Weimer in memory of her husband, William, and a new piano

was purchased for the church, all in 1983.

1983 was also the year that the sanctuary lamp was given

in memory of Howard Crissinger.

In 1984, the Independent Bible Church, (formerly Grace
United Church of Christ) deeded their share of the picnic
grove to Mt. Carmel.

April 1986, an organ and a copy machine were purchased.

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Lux and Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Meyers donated
money to pay off the cost of the organ.

In 1987, a septic system was installed, and a vear later
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the choir received choir robes from the Brotherton Church
of the Brethren.
In 1988, a big step was taken by the congregation! They
voted to build an addition to the church at a cost of $44,600
Herb Witt was the contractor, and on April 16, 1989, the
addition was complete and dedicated by Bishop Gerald Miller
of the Allegheny Synod. When dedicated, the addition (20
feet by 30 feet) included: social room, bathrooms, a kit-
chen and full basement, and it was debt-free! At the ded-
ication, Ralph Dietle, President of the Church Council, said:
"Finally, after 99 years of using this buildina, we have
inside flush toilets.'" All of the congregation gave finan-
cial gifts to make this addition possible. Some of the
special gifts were:

A refrigerator - Terry Paul

Microwave = Willinag Workers

Microwave cart - In memory of Alice and Marling

(Geiger) Shockey and Ezra and
Martha (Lowry) Geiger

Carpet - Harold and Joyce Crissinger
Chairs - Elwood and Margaret Ackerman
Coffee pot - Charles and Ellie Lady

Stove - Greg and Kathy Newman

Tables - In memory of Lucille Mazer
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Also in 1989, the belfry was repaired and the bell re-set.
What a joyful sound to hear the bell rung each Sunday!
1990 has been a busy year for the congregation. The Altar
was heightened by Alfred Baer and moved forward so it is
now free-standing. The cross that stood on the altar now
hangs in front of the dossal curtain.

New carpet has been installed as has a new oil burner.

The church has had its first pictorial directory prepared
by 0lin Mills. The electrical wiring at the picnic grove
has been replaced by Robert Werner and Oscal Petenbrink.
Today we celebrate 150 years of ministry with a member-
ship of 124 baptized, 101 confirmed, and 68 communing
members, who in 1989 had expenditures of $15,83Z - 18%

of which went for Benevolent Projects. Between 1970 and
1990, 32 persons have been baptized. Our 1990 Vacation
Church School had an average attendance of 45 and an
offering of $209.55, for support of a little South African l

girl. The congregation has a well equipped library with

books and videos for loan.
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The congregation is led by the following persons:

1990 Church Council:

Ralph Dietle - Vice President
Margie Ackerman - Treasurer
Edison Paul

Terry Paul

Cary Nider

Jay Kennell

Pastor Charles Lady

Church custodian - Terry Paul

Grounds keepers - Mr. and Mrs. Randy Klink
Organists - Cheryl Klink and Mary Kay Kennell
Church Secretary - Mary Kay Kennell

Acolytes - Heather Kennell and Renee Korns

Sunday Church School:

Superintendent - Ralph Dietle
Asst. Superintendents - James Briskey, Michael Knieriem
Secretary - Kim Briskey
Sunday School Teachers:
Nursery Class - Kathy Newman

Primary Class - Darla Korns; Asst. Betty Jane Clark
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3 - Lth grade class - Donna Ansell; Asst. Bonnie Wisler

Jr. High Class - Becky Nider; asst. Margie Dietle

Young Adult Class - Kim Briskey

Adult Class - George Wisler; Joyce Crissinger, Margie
Ackerman, Ralph Dietle, Cheryl Klink

Church Choir:

Becky Nider

Kim Briskey
Linda Clark
Donna Ansell
Betty Jane Clark
LaVerne Werner
Margie Ackerman
Ada Briskey
Darla Korns
Cheryl Klink
Beth Newman
Julia Saylor
Bonnie Wisler

Margie Dietle

-16-

James Briskey
George Wisler
Barry Werner
Ralph Dietle

Terry Paul




Willing Workers:

Kim Briskey Betty Jane Clark
LaVerne Werner Mary Kay Kennell
Margie Ackerman Julia Saylor
Margie Dietle Alma Meyers
Margerite Mazer Joyce Crissinger
Darla Korns Kathy Newman

Donna Ansell

This History compiled from:

"History of the Alleghany Evangelical Lutheran Synod
of Pennsylvania,' by W. H. Bruce Carney, 1918;

Harriet Keifer, '""The Daily American (Somerset), 04/11/1970

Mary Weimer, oldest member of Mt. Carmel,

and Kathy Newman and Pastor Charles Lady

26 PASTORS WHO SERVED MT. CARMEL (WHITE OAK) CHURCH:

Rev. Christian Lepley 1844

Rev. John Gaver 1845

Rev. Christian Lepley 1846 to 1849

Rev. Samuel B. Lawson 1849 to 1850

Rev. Peter S. Nellis June 1852 - Nov. 1853
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Rev. Charles Witmer Feb. 1854 to 1857

Rev. Christian Lepley 1857 to 1859
Rev. Alex Cupp 1860 to death in 1862
Rev. lsaac Augustine 1863 to 1864

Rev. J. H. A. Kitzmillér 01/15/65 to 01/03/1869

Rev. A. M. Strause 11/01/69 to 04/01/73
Rev. W. E. Crebbs 1874 to 1875

Rev. M. F. Pfahler 04/15/76 to 1884
Rev. J. P. Schnure 09/10/86 to 1888
Rev. Emile Schultz 06/14/99 to 1890

Rev. M. L. Young, Ph.D. 1890 to 1891

Rev. 0. H. Gruver 1893 to 1895

Rev. S. J. Ulrich 1896 to 1899

Rev. M. L. Young, Ph.D. 1900 to his death in 1904
Rev. E. S. Johnston,D.D. 01/01/05 to 12/31/191k
Rev. S. D. Sigler 06/15/25 to 194k

Rev. George E. Bowersox,Jr. 1944 to 1956

Rev. Charles E. Staub 1956 to 1968

Rev. William H. Snyder 1969 to 1972

Rev. George E. Buechner 1973 to 1974

Rev. Gene J. Abel 1975 to 1985
Rev. Lloyd Wilson 1986 to 1987
Rev. Charles L. Lady 1988 to present
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