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N U T E

I

S

m

O F T

H E

FIRST SESSION
O F T H E

Twelfth General Assembly.

n

Monday^ OStober 22, 1787.

M.

P.

THIS
-*

\

being the day appointed by the conftitution for the meeting of
the General Affembly, a number of gentlemen, elected as reprefentatives to ferve for the enfuing year, met accordingly ; but not being a

quorum,
Adjourned

until three o'clock

to-morrow, P.

Tuefday, October 23,

A number

M.

1787.

M.

P.

of gentlemen met purfuant to adjournment

;

but not being a

uiorum,

Adjourned until three o'clock to-morrow, P.

M.

Wednefday^ OBober 24,-1787.
A.

number of gentlemen

On

fufficient to conftitute a

P.

M.

quorum met, and

motion,

"he returns of the elections held in the city of Philadelphia, and in the
coihties of Philadelphia, Bucks, Che/ler, Lancafter, York, Cumberland, Berks,

Nohhampton, Bedford, Wejlmor eland, Franklin, Montgomery, Dauphin, Luzern and Huntingdon, were read, by which it appeared that the following
genttmen were returned as reprefentatives for the laid city and counties re^
fpecbely, for the enfuing year, viz.

Foithe city of

Philadelphia.

George Clymer,

Xhomas Fitz/imons,
%cob Hiitzheimer,
30

illiam

Lewis,

illiam Will.

»

\

For the county of Philadelphia.
Thomas Mifflin,
William Rodin/on, jun.
'John Salter,

George Logan,

Richard Peters.

For

C

4

3

For the county of Bucks.

David Davis,

Gerardtts IVynkoop,

Jofeph Sands.

%fohn

C bap man,
For the county of

Samuel Foulke,

Northampton.

Peter Trexler, jun.

Valentine Upp.~

Thomas Mawhorter,

For the county of Chester.
Robert Raljlon,
'James Moore,
Richard Thomas,

.

For the county of Bedford.
John Piper,

Samuel Evans,
Richard Willing,
Town/end Wbelen.

For the county of

Peter Burkhalter,
Peter Ealer.

Jacob Saylor,

Abraham

Lancaster.

Cable.

For the county of

Westmoreland.

Alexander Loivrey,

William Findley,

Adam

James Earr,
John Irvine.

Hubley,

Jo/eph Work,

James

Clemfon,

For the county of Franklin.
James M'Lene,
James M'Calmont.

Jacob Erb,
John Hopkins.

For the county of York.
Michael SchmyJ'er,

For the county of
Jacob Reiff,

William Mitchell,
David M'Clellan,

Montgomery.

Robert Lollar,
Benjamin Rittenhoufe,
Peter Richards.

Jofeph Lilley,
Jo/eph Reed,

Thomas Glingan.

For the countv of Dauphin.
For the county of

David

Cumberland.

Jacob Miley,
Robert Clark,
John Carfon.

Mitchell,

Thomas Beale,
Thomas Kennedy,
John Oliver.

For the county of Luzerne.
John Paid Schott.

For the county of Berks.
For the county of

Jofeph Heijler,
Gabriel Heifter,
Charles Biddle,
Note,

No

Hugh

Huntingdon.

Davidjon.

returns have been received from the counties of Northumbcland,

Wajlnngton and Fayette.

MEMBERS PRESENT.
George Clymer,

William Robin/on, jun.

Thomas Fitz/imons,

John

Jacob Hiltzhjimer,
William Lewis,
William Will,

George Logan,
Richard Peters,
Gerardus Wynkoop,

Ibmas

John Chapman,

Mifflin,

Salter,

Samuel Fouike,
Valentine Upp,
Robert Raljion,
James Moore,

Richard Ihowas,
Samuel Evans,

A E M-

1

C

s

3

MEMBERS PRESENT.
Adam

James

M Calmont,

David Davis,

Jacob

Reiff,

Jofeph Sands,
Peter Trexler, jun.

Robert hollar,
Benjamin Rittenhoufe,
Peter Richards,

Thomas Kennedy,

Richard Willing,
Town/end Wbelen,
Alexander Loiarey,
Hubley,

{

Jacob Rrb,

Peter Burkhalter,
Peter Ealer,

John Hopkins,

John

William Mitchell,

William Findley,

John Paul

James Barr,
James M'Lcne,

Hugh

James Clenjbn,

Jojeph

Lilley,

David

Mitchell,

Jacob Miley,
Robert Clark,

Piper,

Schott,

David/on.

The Houfe
taken,

it

proceeded to the election of a Speaker, and the ballots being
appeared that the Honorable Thomas Mifflin, Efquire, was unani-

moufly elected.
Mr. Speaker being placed

in

the chair, was qualified conformably to the

directions of the confritution.

The members

prefent were then feverally qualified according to the direc-

tions of the constitution.

The Houfe then proceeded to the choice of a Clerk and Afliftant Clerk,
and the ballots being taken, it appeared that Peter Zachary Lloyd, Efquire,
was unanimoufly elected Clerk, and Jacob Shallus, Efquire, unanimoufly
elected Afliftant Clerk, who appearing in the Houie, were feverally qualified
to the faithful execution of their reflective offices.

Adjourned

until half

part:

nine o'clock to-morrow, A.

Tkurfday^ OStober 25,
The Houfe met

A

1787.

M.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

return of the election of reprefentatives to ferve in AfTembly for the coun-

was read, by which it appeared that John McDowell, James
Alexander Wright and John Flenniken, Efquires, were duly returned

ty of Wajhington
Allifon,

county, for the enfuing year.
Jojeph Reed, Efquires, elected reprefentatives for the
county of York ; Gabriel Heijier, Efquire, elected a reprefentative for the
county of Berks; and John M'Dowell, Efquire, elected a reprefentative for
the county of Wajhington, appearing in the Houfe, were feverally qualified
conformably to the directions of the conftitution, and admitted to take their
as reprefentatives for the laid

David M'Clellan and

feats.

A

from James Martin, praying to be appointed Serjeant at Arms,
was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The Houfe then proceeded to the choice of a Serjeant at Arms and Doorkeeper, and the ballots being taken, it appeared that James Martin was duly
elected Serjeant at Arms, and Jojeph Fry Door-keeper; and they were feverally qualified to the faithful performance of their refpective duties.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Dauphin,
petition

ftating divers illegal proceedings in conducting the late election of reprefenta-

B

tives

r

<*

]

county, was read, together with the depofitions inclofed,
and praying that John Carfon, Efquire, may not be admitted to take his feat
as a reprefentative for faid county.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A leter from Charles Biddle, Efquire, elected a reprefentative for the county of Berks, was read, requeuing leave to decline taking his feat as a member
of this Houfe; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the
feccnd time.
Whereupon
Ordered, That leave be granted accordingly.
Re/ohed, That the Speaker be directed to iffue a writ, commanding the
Sheriff of the county of Berks to hold an election of a reprefentative, in the
room of the faid Charles Biddle, Efquire.
On motion,
Ordered, That Mr. Willing, Mr. Lolla r and Mr. Schott be a committee, to
inform Council that the Houfe, being met, are ready to receive any bufinefs
they may have to lay before them.
tives for the /aid

On

motion,

That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Will and Mr.

Rittenhoufe be a committee,
and regulations for the government of the Houfe.
Rejolved, That the rules and regulations of the late Houfe of Aflembly be
adopted for the government of the prefent Houfe, until a fett of rules and regulations (hall have been reported and adopted.
On motion,
Ordered, That Mr. Fifzfimons, Mr. Robin/on, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Willing,
Mr. Hablcy, Mr. M'Clellan, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. G. Heijler, Mr. Burkhalter,

Ordered,

to prepare a draught of rules

Piper, Mr. Findley, Mr. M' Dowel/, Mr. M'Lene, Mr. Lollar, Mr. Miley,
Schott and Mr. Davidfon be a committee, to devife ways and means for
the fupplies of the current year.

Mr.
Mr.

Ordered,

That Mr. Logan, Mr.

Willing,

Mr.

Flubley,

Mr. Kennedy and

Mr. Lollar be a committee of accounts for the enfuing year, and that they be
and are hereby empowered to fend for perfons and papers.
Ordered, That Mr. Robinjon, Mr. Evans and Mr Piper be a committee,
for examining the laws and minutes of the Houfe, preparing them for publication, and correcting them at the prefs.
Ordered, That Mr. Fitzjimons, Mr. Thomas and Mr. M'Lene be a committee, to infpect the minutes of the late Houfe of Aflembly, and bring forward
fuch bufinefs as may be neceffary to lay before this Houfe,
On motion,
Ordered, That Mr. Lollar be appointed to collect the fines that may be incurred by tranfgrefling the rules and regulations which are or may be adopted
for the government of this Houfe.
Rejolved, That Fuefday next be affigned for the choice of printers to publilh
the laws and journals of this Houfe, and that notice of this crdtr be inferted
in one of the daily newfpapers, to be printed in the city of Philadelphia tomorrow.
The committee appointed

to inform Council that the Houfe, being met,
are ready to receive any bufinefs they may have to lay before them, reported
their having performed that fervice, and received for anfwer, that they would

fome bufinefs before the Houfe to-morrow morning.
Adjourned until half paft nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

lay

Friday,

v

[

Friday
The Houfe met

',

7

3

O&ober 26, 1787.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

A

return of the election of reprefenratives to ferve in General Aflembly for
the county of Fayette was read, by which it appeared that Theophilus Philips
and John Gilchreejl, Efquires, were duly returned for the enfuing year.

AW

foil and Alexander Wright, Efquires. elected reprefentatives for the
"James
county of Wajhington, appearing in the Houfe, were qualified conformably to
the directions of the constitution, and admitted to take their feats.
On motion,
Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Lollar and Mr. Schott be a committee, to
bring in a bill to make the fame allowance to the attending members of Convention as is made to the members of the General Aflembly, and alio to provide for the extraordinary expences which may be incurred by holding the
.

laid

elections.

The committee

appointed yefterday to infpect the files of the late Houfe,
may be neceflary to lay before this Houfe,
made report, which was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame
was read the fecond time
Whereupon
Ordered, That the bill, entituled "
Supplement to an a£l, entituled " Art
" Act for erecting the fouthern fuburbs of the city of Philadelphia into the
" diftrict of Southwark, for making the ftreets and roads already laid out
" therein public roads and highways, and for regulating fuch other ftreets
" and roads as the inhabitants thereof may hereafter lay out, and for other
" ufcs and pufpofes therein mentioned," read in the late Houfe September
25th lafl, be referred to Mr Robinfn, Mr. Logan and Mr. Piper, to report

and bring forward

fiich bufinefs as

:

A

thereon.

Ordered, That the

"

bill,

entituled "

An

ASl for

felling

and difpofng

of the

of the donation lands, referving part thereof for a tqwn on Lake Erie,
*f
to the life of the commonwealth," read in the late Houfe March 2d laft, be referred to Mr. Findley, Mr. M'Dawell and Mr. Riftenhoufe, to report thereon.
Ordered, That the bill, entituled " An
for the regulation of auctions and
" vendues," read in the late Houfe September 12th laft, be referred to Mr.
Fitzjimons, Mr. Will, M. Peters, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. M'Lene, to report
refidue

AU

thereon.
Ordered, That the bill, entituled " An Acl to enable the Commifioners of the
" county of Chefter to fell and convey a certain lot of land in the town/hip of
" Eaft-Caln, and county aforejaid, for the ufe of faid county," read in the late
Houfe September 12th laft, be referred to the members from Chefter county,
to report thereon.

That the

report of the committee, read in the late Houfe Septemon the petition of divers perfons claiming lands in the county of
Luzerne, be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Evans, Mr. Lowrey,
Mr. G. Heifer, Mr. Kennedy and Mr. M'Lene, to report thereon.
Ordered, That the report of the committee, read in the late Houfe September 27th laft, on the Treafurer's tranfenpt of taxes paid by the feveral counties, &c. be referred to the committee on ways and means, to report thereon.
Ordered, That the further coniideration of the faid report be poftponed.
Adjourned until half paft nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

Ordered,

ber 27th

laft,

Saturday,

8

[

]

Saturday, October 27, 1787.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuaut to adjournment.
Jojepb Work, Efquire, elected a reprefentative for the county of Lancajler,
and Thomas Clingan, Efquire, elected a reprefentative for the county of York,
appearing in the Houfe, were feverally qualified according to the directions of
the conltitution, and admitted to take their feats.
The Secretary of Council attending at the door, was introduced, and prefented to the chair a meffage from his Excellency the Preiident and the Supreme Executive Council, which was read, as follows, viz.

A

MESSAGE

President and the Supreme Executive
Council to the General Assembly.
from

the

GENTLEMEN,
the
SINCE
Wyoming; fome

laft feffion
reflle.fs

there has been a renewal of the difturbances at
fpirits there having imagined a project of with-

drawing the inhabitants of that part of this ftate, and fome part of the ftate
of New -York, from their allegiance, and of forming them into a new Hate,
to be carried into effect by an armed force, in defiance of the laws of the two
ftates.
Having intelligence of this, we caufed one of the principd confpiraand another who
tors to be apprehended, and fecured in the gaol of this city
refided in the ftate of New-York, at our requefl, has been taken up by the authority of that government.
The papers found on this occafion fully difcover the defigns of thefe turbulent people, and fome of their letters are herewith laid before you. The government of New-York has, in this affair,
manifefted the molt friendly and neighbourly difpofition towards this ftate,
and has promifed to concur with us in fuch future meafures as may be neceffary to fecure the due operation of the laws, and reftore quiet in thofe parts
of both ftates, where thefe irregular and ill-difpofed fettlers have their habiTo protect the civil officers of our new county of Luzerne in the
tations.
exercife of their refpective functions, we have ordered a body of militia to
hold themfelves in readinefs to march thither, which will be done, unlefs
fome future circumftances, and informations from thofe parts, may make it

—

appear unneceffary.
The fudden and unaccountable obftruction which the currency of the paper
money of this ftate has lately met with, we earneftly recommend to your confideration, as a matter of great importance ; the private interefts of the citizens being very extenfively affected by it, and the public in danger of fufferjng a lofs in its revenue of excife, duties and taxes, &c. proportioned to any
depreciation the paper money may be attended with.
Perhaps it may be advifeable to put a ftop to the farther re-emiffions on loan, which are permitted

by the law as it now ftands.
We would likewife recommend

to

your confideration, the fubject of a law

to regulate the fees of the various officers of the ftate, efpecially thofe of the

executive and judicial departments.
The lowering the price of lands in the new purchafe we now think neceffaty, it being very evident that they will not fell till this takes place
At the fame
time we are of opinion it would be of advantage to the ftate, if thofe who become purchafers had an exemption from taxes for feveral years, as it would be
:

an encouragement to the people to become purchafers.
Since

3

9

C

Since the expiration of the law for granting lands to the officers and foldiers
of the Pennfylvania line, a number of applications have been made to us by
perfons who were entitled, but for want of information did not apply in
time ; we therefore recommend it to your honorable Houfe to pafs a law,
granting a further time for thofe people to come in and draw for their lands.
Sundry difpatches we have received from Congrels are herewith communicated.

B.

FRANKLIN.

Council Chamber,
Philadelphia, Oclober 27,

1787.

the feveral papers therewith tranfmitted were alfo read ; and on moand by fpecial order, the fame menage and papers were read the fecond.

And
tion,

time.
Ordered,

Mr.

That they be referred
Mr. Rittenhonfe,

Lollar and

to

Mr. Clymer, Mr.

Fitz/imons,

to arrange the fubjecT:

Mr. M'Lene,

matters, and report

thereon.

A petition from the committee of fubfcribers for erecting a permanent
bridge acrofs the river Schuylkill, at the end of High-Jlreet, was read, praying
leave to bring in a bill for the purpofe of erecting the aforefaid bridge j and
on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the prayer thereof be granted.
petition from Michael Bilhneyer, praying to be appointed printer of the
minutes of this Houfe, and of all bills which may be ordered to be printed
in the German language, and a joint petition from Steemer, Albright and

A

Lahn, ox a limiiar nature, were read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from Richard Wells and "John
petition of laid Wells read in the late

the fame may be taken into confideration
der, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That
report thereon.

On

it

was read, referring to the
laft, and praying
motion,
and
and on
by fpecial orClifford

Houfe September icth
;

be referred to Mr. Peters, Mr. Evans and Mr. Lollar, to

motion,

That Mr. Raljlon have leave of abfence until Thurfday next.
A memorial from Mary Byron was read, referring to her petition read in
the late Houfe March 29th laft, and praying the fame may be taken into
Ordered,

confideration

fecond time
Ordered,

The

;
:

and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the

Whereupon

That the

petitions

petitioner have leave to withdraw her petitions.
of "James Toung and Charles Buffelot, read yefterday, were

read the fecond time.

That they be referred to Mr. Will, Mr. Robin/on, Mr. Hubley,
Mr. Davis, Mr. Sands, Mr. Clark and Mr. Piper, to report thereon.
Ordered,

On

motion,

Ordered,

That Mr.

Fonlke,

Mr. Hubley, Mr.

Lilley,

Mr. Barr and Mr.

be a committee, to confer with Council concerning the time, place
for electing a Prelident and Vic?-Prefident of the Supreme Executive Council.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An
" Acl to enable the commijjioners of the county of Chefter to fell and convey a

M'Lene

and manner

C

"

certain

[

10

]

townfip of Eaft-Caln, and county
" yfe of [aid county" which was read the firff. time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Adjourned until three o'clock on Monday next, P. M.

f*

certain lot 0/ land in the

Monday

',

OBober 29, 1787.

P.

afore/aid,

for tht

M.

purfuant to adjournment.
and
John Oliver, Enquires, elected reprefentatives for the county
Thomas Beale
of Cumberland; Jofeph Heifer, Efquire, elected a reprefentative for the county
of Berks; and John Car/on, Efquire, elected a reprefentative for the county
of Dauphin ; appearing in the Houfe, were feverally qualified according to
the directions of the conftitution, and admitted to take their feats.
A letter from Peter Ealer, Efquire, in excufe for his non-attendance, was

The Houfe met

and
Ordered to lie on the table.
A letter from David Ritter/hoife, Efquire, was read, requeuing to be reappointed to the office of Treafurer of this ftate.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from Melchior Steiner was read, praying to be appointed printer
of the German minutes, and of the bills which may be ordered for publication by this Houfe.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A letter from Robert Smith, of the city of Philadelphia, printer, was prefented to the chair, and read, containing propofals for printing the laws
which may be enacted, and the bills ordered to be printed for public confideread,

ration.

Ordered to lie on the table.
A memorial from Mary Byron was read, of a fimilar tenor with her petition prefented to the late Houfe of Affembly in March laft, and praying relief in the premifes.

on the table.
A petition and remonflrance from a number of the inhabitants of the
townnhips of Moyamenfng and Paffyunk was read, remonftrating againfr. the

Ordered

bill,

to lie

entituled

"

An Att

to appoint

Commijfoners

to regulate

the freets,

lanes

" and alleys in the dijlricl of Southwark, and to lay out new freets, lanes and
" alleys therein, for the accommodation of the inhabitants, and to lay out the
" roads therein mentioned through the faid difriSl, and parts of the townjhips of
" Moyamenfing and Paffyunk," and praying the fame may be repealed or'
fufpended, fo far as it refpe&s the road to be opened by the act aforefaid from,
the diftrict of Southwark to Gray's ferry.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of divers inhabitants of the county of Dauphin, read OSlober
25th, was read the fecond time: Whereupon the degofitions of Michael Zim-

merman, Rudolph Kelcher and Jacob Hubley were prefented, and read.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Lowrey, Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Lollar,
to report thereon.

The

II

[

]

The committee

appointed OSlober 27th, to confer with Council refpeding
the time, place and manner of electing a Prefident and V.^e-Prefident, reported, that Council recommend that Wednefday next be affigned for holding the faid election, that the AfTembly Chamber be the place, and they propofe the follwing order of proceffion, viz.

ORDER

PROCESSION.

of

Conftables, with their ftaves.
Sub-Sheriffs,

with

their

wands.

High- Sheriff and Coroner, with

wands.

their

Judges of the Supreme Court, and Judges of the

High Court of

Errors and Appeals.

Attorney-General, and Prothonotary of the Supreme Court.

Marfhal of the Admiralty.

Judge and Regifter of the Admiralty.

Wardens of the Port of

Philadelphia.

Naval-Officer, Collector of the Cuftoms, and Tonnage-Officer.

Treafurer and Comptroller-General.
Secretary of the Land-Office.

Receiver-General and Surveyor-General.
Juftices of the Peace.

Prothonotary of the Court of

Common

Court of Quarter

Clerk, of the

Pleas,

and

Seffions.

Clerk of the City Court.

Matter of the Rolls- and Regifter of Wills.
Affiftant Secretary of the Council.

Secretary of the Council.

His Excellency the President, and Honorable the Vice-President.

Members of

the Council,

two and two.

Door-keeper of the Council.
Serjeant at

Arms, with the Mace.

Clerk and Affiftant Clerk of the General Affembly.

Honorable the Sp*eaker of the General Affembly.

Members of

the General Affembly, two and two.

Door-keeper of the General Affembly.
Provofl and Faculty of the Univerfity.
Officers of the Militia.

Citizens.

Where-

[

I*

]

Whereupon, Refoked, That the Houfe approve of the time, place and
manner of holding the laid election.

The committee

appointed the 27th of October, to arrange and report on the
from Council, made report, which was read ; and on motion, and by
Whereupon
fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time
Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Evans, Mr. Lowrey, Mr.
M'Lene, Mr. G. Heijier and Mr. Kennedy be a committee, to report on that
part of the meffage and papers which refpect the difturbances in the county
of Luzerne, and the meafures taken by Council in confequence thereof.
Ordered, That Mr. Fitzjimons, Mr, Findley and Mr. Rittenboufe, be a committee on that part of the meifage from Council, which relates to the fudden
mefL'.ge

:

depreciation of the paper currency.
Ordered, That Mr. Peters, Mr.

Lowrey and Mr. M'Lcne, be a committee
on that part of the meifage, which refpects the reduction in the price of
public lands.

That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Hub ley and Mr. Piper, be a committee on
which refpects the regulation of fees.
Ordered, That Mr. Will, Mr. Willing and Mr. Barr, be a committee on
Ordered,

that part of the meffage,

that part of the meffage, relative to the expediency of granting a further
time for the application of the officers and foldiers of the late Pennfylvania
line to draw for and take up lands.
Ordered, That the requilitions of Congrefs for the current year be referred
to the committee on ways and means, to report thereon.
Ordered, That Mr. Peters, Mr. Lollar and Mr. Schott, be a committee on
that part of the meffage relative to the raifing of the foederal troops.
Ordered, That Mr. Whelen, Mr. J. Heijier and Mr. M'Dowell, be a committee on that part of the meffage relative to the purchafe of a fmall tract
of country on Lake Erie.
A verbal meffage having been delivered by the Secretary of Council to the
chair, it was,
On motion,
Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Evans, Mr. Lowrey, Mr.
Kennedy, Mr. G. Heijier and Mr. M'Lene, be a committee, to confer
with Council respecting the difturbances exifling at Wyoming, and report

thereon.

The
"
"

bill,

entituled

" An Acl

and convey a
county afore/aid, Jor the
fter to Jell

to enable the commijjioners

of the county o/Che-

certain lot of land in the townjlnp o/* Eaft-Caln,
uje of faid county," was read the fecond time,
-

debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed, and in the

mean time printed

and
and

for public

confideration.

Adjourned until half pa ft nine o'clock to-morrow, A.

Tuefday^ OBober 30,

1787.

M.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
Tiie return of the annual election held in the county of Northumberland
was read, by which it appeared that Samuel Maclay and John White, Eiquires,
were duly returned as representatives for the faid county for the enfuing year.

A

petition

from

divers claimants of lands,

in the county of Luzerne,

wa6

read, praying

under Pennfylvania titles, withthat the report of the committee

C

13

]

of the late Houfe of Aflembly may be taken into confideration, and adopted, with certain alterations in the (aid petition ftated.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from William Van Phul, in behalf of himfelf and George and
William Graff, was read, praying leave to bring in a bill to eftabliih a ferry
acrofs the river Sufquehanna to the town of Sunbury, in the county of Northtee

umberland.

Ordered

A

petition

to lie on the table.
from Peter Pbelan,

late a foldier in

the

fifth

Pennfylvania regi-

ment, was read, fetting forth, that he hath loft the certificate given him for
the depreciation due on his pay, and praying a new one may be granted him
in lieu of that which he hath loft.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from James Milligan and Hugh Lenox was read, referring to
their petitions prefented to a former Houfe of Affembly, and praying leave to
bring in a bill, authoriiing the iffuing warrants for the amount of lands ftated
in their faid petitions.

Ordered to lie on the table.
from Eleazer Ofwald, Hall and Sellers, Thomas Bradford, and Daniel Humphreys', were read, praying to be appointed printers to this Houfe.
Ordered, That the faid petitions, together with thofe of Michael Billmeyer,
Steemer Albright and Lahn, Robert Smith, and Melchior Steiner, be referred to
Mr. Peters, Mr. Willing, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Piper and Mr. Lollar, to report
Petitions

thereon: Whereupon
Ordered, That the order of the day for the election of printers be poftponed
until Thurfday next.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An
** Acl to provide for fhe wages of members
of the flate Convention, and to defray
" the expences of holding the fame," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

Adjourned

until half paft nine o'clock

to-morrow, A.

Wednefday^ OSiober 31, 1787.

M.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
petition from Daniel Murphy, late a Captain in the navy of this ftate,
was read, fetting forth, that he continued in the fervice until Augujl 1778,
when he, with a number of others, was deranged ; and ftating that he hath
not received the depreciation due on his pay, although the fame has been allowed to others in fimilar circumftances ; therefore praying this Houfe to
grant him relief in the premifes.

A

Ordered

The

to lie

on the

table.

petition of William

yefterday,

Ordered,

Van Phul,

in behalf

of himfelf and others, read

was read the fecond time.

That the prayer thereof be granted.

The committee

appointed OSiober 29th, on that part of the mefTage from
Council, relative to the railing of troops to be ftationed on the weftern frontiers, made report, which was read; and on motion, and by fpecial order,
the fame was read the fecond time : Whereupon
Refohed,

D

[
Refblved,

That the

r

4

]

requifitions of Congrefs cf the third of October inftanr,

on the weftern frontiers, fo far as it reipects
Rite, be complied with, and that a committee be appointed to report a

for raifing troops to be ftationed
this

bill for

that purpofe.

Ordered, .That

Mr.

Peters,

Mr. Lollar and Mr.

Schoit be a committee, for

the purpofe contained in the foregoing refolution.
The committee appointed October 29th, on that part of the meflage and
papers reflecting the diitiirbances in the county of Luzerne, made report in
part, which was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was

read the fecond time: Whereupon
Refohed, As in the opinion of this Houfe a permanent force of enlifted
troops may be neceflary to fecure the peace of the county of Luzerne, that the
Supreme Executive Council be authorifed and requefted to obtain permiflion
of Congrefs to raife any number of troops for the aforefaid purpofe, not ex-

ceeding

five

hundred men.

Executive Council being introduced into the Afiembly chamber, conformably to the refolution of October 29th, proceeded, in conjunction with the Houfe, to the election of a Prefident and Vice-Preficent of
the Supreme Executive Council, purfuant to the nineteenth lection of the
conftitution, and unanimoufly elected, by ballot, his Excellency Benjamin
Franklin, Efquire, Prefident, and the Honorable Peter Muhlenberg, Efquire,
Vice-Prefident, for the enfuing year
and the members of Council and Ge-

The Supreme

;

neral Afiembly having feverally figned a declaration thereof,
The Houfe then, in the order of procefiion, attended the proclamation of

the Prefident and Vice-Prefident, at the Court-Houfe in the city of Philadelphia, and having returned to the Afiembly chamber,
Adjourned until half paft nine o'clock, to-morrow,

'Thurfday^

November

i,

A.

1787.

M.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
read, praying leave to bring in a bill for the
a
the river Sufquehanna, at the town of
eftablifhing
ferry
acrols
purpofe of
Sunbury.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from the Prefbyterian congregation of Middle OSiorara, in the
county of Lancafter, and the Firft Prefbyterian congregation at Big Spring,
in Newtown townfhip, in the county of Cumberland, were read, feverally
praying to be incorporated ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame
were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the prayer of the petitions be granted.

A

A
tives

ting

from John Lyon was

petition

from the adminifixators and major part of the legal reprefentaperfon, or by guardians) of Ann Nedrow, deceafed, was read, fet-

petition
(in

forth,

that divers real eftates in the counties of Philadelphia, Lancajler

and Montgomery, were devifed unto the faid Ann by her brother Richard JobnJlon; that the faid Ann, at the time of the aforefaid devife, and until the time
of her death, was under coverture, whereby fhe was difabled from making
distribution of her eftate ; that from the numerous defcendants of the faid
it is become impracticable to procure a partition of the faid eftate
without the interference of the legiflature; therefore praying leave to bring

deceafed,

in

r

i

S

]

in a bill, authorifing the adminiftrators to the eftate of her late daughter,
Keyfer, to fettle and diipofe of the fame for the benefit of the heirs.
Ordered to lie on the table.

A

Ana

from Nicholas Krehl and Daniel Wcidle was read, fetting forth,
that their late father-in-law, Nicholas Hufeker, was attainted of high treafon,
and his eftate confifcated to the ufe of the commonwealth that they had
petition

;

taken a decided part in favor of the late revolution, to the great injury of their
private property; and as others have been indulged by the legiflature wich
the whole of the real eftate confifcated as the property of their anceftors, they
pray an allowance or gratuity may be made them of tome of the unappropriated lands within this ftate; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame

was read the fecond time.

That it be referred to Mr. Hiltzheimer, Mr. Logan, Mr. Foulke,
Mr. Moore, Mr. Clemfon, Mr. Clingan, Mr. Beak, Mr. Davis, Mr. Trexler,
Mr. Piper, Mr. Maclay, Mr. Barr, Mr-. Allifon, Mr. Gilchreejl, Mr. M'Calmont, Mr. Richards, Mr. Miley, Mr. Schott and Mr. Davidfon, to report
Ordered,

thereon.

A

from Devereux Smith, of a limilar tenor with his petition read
March
1786, was read, praying relief in the premifes ; and on motion,
and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the lad named committee, to report
petition

9th,

thereon.

The

petition

of James Milkgan and

petition of Peter Phelan, read the

Hugh

Lenox, read OSlober 30th, the

fame day, and the petition of Daniel Mur-

phy, read Otlober 31ft, were feveraily read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to the laft named committee, to report
thereon.
The petition of Mary Byron, read Otlober 29th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Work, Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Sands, to
report thereon.

The committee
made

report,

Agreeably

appointed Otlober 30th, on the propofals of the printers,

Whereupon,
the order of the day, the Houfe proceeded

which was
to

read

:

to the election

of

a printer of the minutes in the Englijh language, and the ballots being taken,
it appeared that Hall and Sellers were duly elected.

The Houfe then elected, by ballot, Thomas Bradford printer of the laws
which may be enacted, and the bills ordered for public consideration.
The Houfe then elected Michael Billmeyer printer of the minutes and bills
of this Houfe, which may be ordered to be published in the German language.
On motion of Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,
Refohed, That the Committee of Accounts be and they are bereby directed
forthwith to count, burn and deftroy fuch part of the bills of credit of the
late emiffion as may now be found collected into the treafury of this ftate, and
fuch further fums as may come in during this feflion, agreeably to the act of
General Aftembly palled 25th of March, 1785, and report to this Houfe.
Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to the chair a bill, entituled
" An Acl to incorporate the Prejbyterian church of Middle Octorara, in Bart
toivnjhip, in the county of Lancafter," which was read the firft time, and

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, Otlober 26th, reported a bill,
entituled "
Supplement to an acl of General Afl'embly, entituled " An Act

A

"

for

[
( '

for erecting the fouthern fuburbs

1
J

16

of the city of Philadelphia into the diftrid

" of Southwark, for making the ftreets and roads already laid out therein pub" lie roads and highways, and tor regulating fuch other ftreets and roads as
the inhabitants thereof may hereafter lay out, and for other ufes and purpofes therein mentioned," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled " An Acl to provide for the wages of members xf the
fate Convention, and to defray the expences of holding the fame," was read the
fecorid time, and debated by paragraphs.
*\

"

Ordered, That

it

be tranferibed, and in the

mean time printed

for public

conlideration.
until half paft nine o'clock

Adjourned

Friday

',

November

to-morrow, A.

2,

1787.

M.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
petition from Henry Brink apd William Van Gorder was read, fetting
forth, that they, with feveral others, were called upon by the magiftrates to
oppofe a number of perfons affjeiated under the name of Connecticut Claimants

A

at

Wyoming,

who had

intention

ftile

;

entered the fettlement in a violent manner, and with hothat on the 20th day of July, 1784, the petitioners were, while

paffing through the fettlement of Shawanee, fired

upon and grievoufly wound-

confequence they have ever
ed by the Connecticut Claimants aforefaid ;
fince languished under much pain and ficknefs, Subjected to heavy expence,
and rendered unable to obtain a fubfiftence by hard labour ; and praying this
Houfe to grant them relief j and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame
was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed yefterday, on the
that in

.

Krehl and Daniel Weidle, to report thereon.
A petition from divers foldiers, in behalf of themfelves and others of the
late Pennfylvania line, praying a further time may be allowed them to draw
for and take out patents for the donation lands, was read; and on motion, and
by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Will, Mr. Willing and Mr. Barr, to repetition of Nicholas

port thereon.

The

John Lyon, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
That the prayer thereof be granted.
The petition and remonftrance of a number of the inhabitants of the town{hips of Moyamenfng and PaJJyunk, in the county of Philadelphia, read Oblober
petition of

Ordered,

29th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Ciingan and Mr. Philips,
to report thereon.
petition from 230 inhabitants of the county of Tork, read in the late
Houfe of Aflembly September 6 th laft, was prefented to the chair, read, and

A

Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to the chair a bill, entituled
" An AcT: to e/lablifj a ferry over the river Sufquehanna, and vejling the right
" in William Van Phul, George Graff and William Graff, their heirs and af" J*S >" which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

m

The

[
The

bill,

entituled

"

An

Acl

*7

3!

to incorporate the

Trefbyttrian church of

Mid-

" die Odtorara, in Bart townjhip, in the county of Lancajler, was read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed for public
consideration.

The

bill,

entituled

"

A Supplement

to

an acl of General Affembly, entituled

" An Act for erecting the fouthern fuburbs of the city of Philadelphia into the
" diftrict of Southivark, for making the ftreets and roads already laid out there" in public roads and highways, and for regulating fuch other ftreets and roads
" as the inhabitants thereof may hereafter lay out, and for other ufes and pur" pofes therein mentioned," was read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That if be tranfcribed, and in the
xonfideration.

Adjourned

until half pan: nine o'clock

Saturday,
The Houfe met

A

November

mean time printed

to-morrow, A.

3-,

1787.

for public

M.

A.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from Robert Tate was read, remonftrating againft the bill, enti"
tuled,
An Acl to ejlablip a ferry over the river Sufquehanna, and vejling the
" right in William Van Phul, George Graff and William Graff, their heirs
" and ajfigns," and praying the fame may not be paffed into a law.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of the administrators and major part of the legal representatives (in perfon, or by their guardians) of Ann Nedrow, deceafed, read November ift, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to. Mi". Salter, Mr. Logan and Mr. Carfon, to
petition

report thereon.

A

from Margaret Davis was read, referring to her petition read
in a former Houfe of Affembly Augujl 23d, .1784, and prayingthe fame may
be taken into confirieration ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame
was read the fecend time.
Ordered, Th?d it be referred to Mr. Moore, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Evans, Mr.
Lowrey and Mr. Clingan, to report thereon.
A petition from the owners and occupiers of marfh meadow in the northern
and fjuthern diifriefs of Kingjefiug and Tit.icum, read in the late Houfe of
Affembly March 14th laft, was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order,
the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the petitioners have leave to bring in a bill, conformably to
petition

the prayer of their petition.

On

motion made by Mr. Lollar, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,
Refolved, That a committee be appointed, to confider of and report fome
prop?r mode to be puriued by this Houfe, in order to effect the finking and
deftroying fuch fum or fums of the lait emiifion of the continental money,
commonly called continental ftate money, as at this time or hereafter may be
found in the treafury of this ftate.
Ordered, That Mr. Kennedy, Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Lollar be a committee,
for the purpofes contained in the foregoing refolution.

E

On

r
On

*

i

motion.,

That Mr. Mac/ay and Mr. Philips be added to the committee to
.devife ways and means for the fupplies of the current year.
On motion of Mr. Logan, feconded by Mr. Chapman,
Refolved, That a committee be appointed, to take into confideration and
•enquire into the effects of the act for amending the penal laws of this State,
Ordered,

enacted September 15th, 1786, and to report how far the fame anfwers the
benevolent intention of the legiflature.
Ordered, That Mr. Logan, Mr. Peters, Mr. Chapman, Mr. Kennedy and
Mr. M'Lene be a committee, for the purpofes contained in the foregoing resolution.

The committee

appointed October 25th, to infpect the files of the late
Houfe, and report fuch bufineSs as they may deem necelfary to lay hefore this
Houfe, made a further report in part, which was read ; and on motion, and
by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time Whereupon
Ordered, That the report on the petition from the freemen of the town of
Wejl-Chejler, in the county of Chejier, read in the late Houfe September 23d
laft, be referred to the members from the county of Chejier, to report thereon.
Ordered, That the report of the committee on the petition of Alexander
M'Dowell, read in the late Houfe November 30th laft, be referred to Mr.
Ealer, Mr. Clark and Mr. Barr, to report thereon.
The committee appointed October 29th, refpecting the disturbances in the
county of Luzerne, made a further report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed OStober 29th, on the petition of divers inhabitant* of the county of Dauphin, refpecting the late election in and for the faid
county, made report, which was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order,
the fame was read the fecond time : Whereupon
Refolved, That the faid petition be difmifTed, for want of evidence to Support the fame.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An
:

*'

A5l for fumi/hing

the quota of troops required by Congrefs for the proteSlion
purpofes therein mentioned," which

" of the wef em frontiers, and for other
was read; and on motion, and by fpecial

order, the fame was read the fecond
time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed for public
confideration.
Adjourned until three o'clock on Wednefday next, P. M.

JVednefday>

November

7,

1787.

P.

M.

The Houfe met

purSuant to adjournment.
John White, Efquire, elected a reprefentative for the county of Northumberland ; John Irvine, Efquire, elected a representative for the county of
Wejhnorelami; and John Flenniken, Efquire, elected a reprefentative for the
county of Wafhington ; appearing in the Houle, were Severally qualified conformably to the directions of the constitution, and admitted to take their feats.

A

[

A

19

]

From Thomas M'Intire, confined in the gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia for debt, was read, praying leave, from the peculiar circumftances of his cafe recited in the petition, to bring in a bill, empowering
the Prelident in Council, on the proper application of the petitioner, to ilfue
a commiflion of bankruptcy againft him, as is ufually done in cafes of bankrupts on petitions of their creditors; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the
fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Will, Mr. Robin/on, Mr. Hubley, Mr.
Davis, Mr. Sands, Mr. Clark and Mr. Piper, to report thereon.
A petition from John Robinfon was read, fetting forth, that in OcJober,
1 78 1, he took the command of the third company of the firlt regiment of
petition

Berks county militia, and continued in fervice until legally difcharged, for
he, nor the men under his command, have received any fatiffa&ion ; that he has been arrefted for the pay of the faid men, and judgment
-awarded againft him; therefore praying this Houfe to grant him relief in the
prenafes ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond

which neither

time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed November
the petitions of Nicholas Krehl, and others.

A

letter,

in excufe for the non-attendance

ift,

on

of Peter Ealer, Efquire, was

xead, and

Ordered to lie on the table.
Adjourned until half paft nine o'clock to-morrow, A.

Thurfday^

November

8,

1787.

M.

A. M,

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
meffage from his Excellency the Prelident and the Supreme Executive
Council was prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.

A

A MESSAGE

from

the

Council

President and

to the

Supreme Executive
General Assembly.
the

GENTLEMEN,
your refolution of the
ultimo was forwarded
ConSINCECouncil
have received information that the members remaining
thirty-firft

grefs,

New-Tork were not
As the danger to
rited
it

to

at

form a reprefentation of the United States.
appears to be prefling, and the permiflion foli-

fufficient to

the ftate

from Congrefs cannot now be obtained, Council therefore recommend

to the General Aflembly, to adopt effectual meafures for enforcing the laws

of the ftate in the county of Luzerne, which they are of opinion cannot be
done without a permanent force.
The expulfion of the Commiflioners from Wyoming will occafion a delay in
Council therefore recommend
the execution of their duty under the late law
that a further time be given for compleating the fervices expedted from them
under their prefent appointment.
The cafe of Colonel Mentges, fubmitted to the coniideration of a former
Houfe, is recommended to the attention of the General Aflembly, as he
appears to have performed fundry fervices, for which he has received no com:

penfation.

The

[

20

]

The petition of Captain Woelpper is herewith tranfmitted, as the powers of
Council do not extend to his cafe;
Coniiderable deficiencies have arifen in the collection of taxes, owing to
the neglect of fome of the magistrates in not profecuting delinquents, after
This abufe, in the opinion
returns are furnished to them bv the collectors.

of Council, merits the attention of the General AfTembly, either in removing
the magiftrates guilty of fuch neglect, or (ubjecting them to fome penalty that
may compel them to a faithful discharge of their duty.
B.

November

And on

8,

FRANKLIN.

17S7.

motion, and by fpecial order,

trie

fame was read the fecond time:

Whereupon
That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Evans, Mr. Lowrey, Mr.
M'Lene, Mr. G. Heijler and Mr. Kennedy, be a committee on that part of the
Ordered,

mefiage relative to the difturbances at Wyoming, and to report thereon.
Ordered, That the committee appointed November iii, on the petitions of
Nicholas Krehl, and others, be a committee, to report on that part of the
meifage refpecting the claim of Colonel Francis Mentges.
Ordered, That the petition of David Woelpper be referred to the laif, named
committee, to report thereon.
Ordered, That that part of the meifage refpecting the deficiencies which
have arifen in the collection of taxes, &c. be referred to Mr. Robinfon, Mr.
Maclay and Mr. Findley, to report thereon.
On motion,
Ordered, That Saturday next be afiigned for the election of a Treafurer for

commonwealth.
A memorial from

this

'John Fenn, junior, and "John Penn, Efquires,

was

read,

as follows, viz.

To

Honorable

the

The

Representatives of Pennsylvania,
Assembly met.

MEMORIAL

YOUR

of

John Penn,

junior, and

in

General

John Penn.

memorial ids beg leave to lay before your honorable Houfe an
from the public records, of the loifes they have fuitained by

eftimate,

the late revolution.

Four peaceful years have elapfed fince the confirmation of American Independence, during which your memoralifts have remained in painful uncertain r
ty with regard to an adequate compenfation from the commonwealth of Pennfylvania. They now fubmit the confideration of that important fubject to your
honorable Houfe, and earneftly folicit their favorable decifion.
Confiding in the honor and generofity of a country planted and fettered by
the hand of their anceftor, your memorialing humbly pray that the donation
heretofore granted to them may be reconiidered, and that fuch further recompence for their loffes may be given by your honorable Houfe, in their wifdom
and juftice, as the ddcendants of William Penn may eiteem proportionate to
their claims, and becoming the dignity of a free, independent and honorable
people.

JOHN PENN,
JOHN PENN.

jun.

An

»

C

ACCOUNT

An

]

of the grdnt of Pennfylvania

William Penn, Ffuire,

to

with an account of the /ales and other difpofttians of land made by Jaid William l'enn, the frft proprietor thereof, and by other fucceeaing proprietors, font and between the ifth day of March, 1680-1, to December 1776,
with a computation of the arrears of quit-rent to March 7791 and the annual value of the /aid quit-rents ;
together with an eftimate of the 'value of various articles of property which belonged to the Honorable John
Penn, Junior, and the Honorable John Penn, ftnior, in the ytar 1779, before the zyth day of November in
the fame year, •when the ail of Ajjembly ivas pafjed, entituled " An jlci J or vejling the ejtate of the late proprietaries of Pennfylvania in this commonwealth."
I

the year i63o, the Englifh nation being indebted to the faid William Penn, he applied, by petition
king Charles the fecond, fur a grant of a trad of country in America, in fatisfaclion for the whole or
part for that debt ; which petition being confidered and approved, his majefty was pleafed, in compliance

IN

to

therewith, to grant to the faid William Penn, and to his heirs and affigns for ever, his letters patent, bearing
date the 4th day of March, 16S0-1, for a certain traft of land in America, then firll named Pennfylvania,
under a particular defcription mentioned in faid patent, together with the powers of government. The

of land included within the limits of Pennfylvania, according to late computations, amounts to
twenty-feven millions, nine hundred fifty-five thoufand and two hundred acres.

<juan:ity

Sales

for pur chafe money, which has been paid, and on an annual Quitrent for ever.

To fundry perfons, called firft purchafers, for the amount of land bought by them between the 4th March, 1680-1, and the month of Oclober, 16S2, as appears by a book
in the Surveyor General's office, exclufive of two entries, one to William Penn, junior,
and Lrctitia Penn, for 40,000 acres, and the other to William Penn, nephew to the proprietary, for 25,000 acres, which will be differently Mated and placed in this account,
This computation includes a fale to the free fociety of traders of 20,000 acres, and
another to the London company of 60,000 acres
and becaufe it appears that 14,049
acres, part of this lad mentioned fale to the London company, has been furveyed in
New-Caftle county, therefore dedudt

Acres,

874,550

;

I4>c>49

------

To

860,501

fundry perfons, for the amount of land bought by them between Cftober 1682
and the year 1701,
This computation includes a fale to the Frankford company of 25000 acres, and
another to £>ir Matthias Vincent, Thompfon and Cox, of 30,000 acres, and is formed for the moil part from the records of patents in the recorder's office before the year
1701, no patent book or account books of purchafe monies received for lands fold before that time having-been kept either in the fecretary or receiver general's offices.
It appears that regular books of accounts were kept in the receiver general's office
from the 10th Ninth Month, 1701, to the 28th March 1778, which books fhew that the
whole money received on account of the feveral proprietaries between thofe periods
amounts to £ 678,891 2 8|, befides £ 9,594 18 1 paid in bonds, wheat, flour, or
fervices, making together the fum of £688,486 o g\, exclufive of monies received for
manor and appropriated lands fince the beginning of the year 1757 ; which fum of
£ 688,486 o 9-jj includes monies received for manor and appropriated lands fold before
1757, monies received from the government, monies received for lands fold in Jerfey
and Delaware States, for intereft and quit-rent, temporary rents, ground-rents, and various other accounts, which have no relation to the purchafe money of land in Pennfylvania, to the amount of
325,912 9 4, and confequently, when deducled, the
whole fum received for the purchafe of common lands in Pennfylvania, from and between the abovementioned 10th Ninth Month, 1701, and the 28th March, 1778, will

83,0033;

£

amount 10^362,573

11 5^.
further appears by an account Hated, that the fum of
aforefaid £362,573 11 5^, was received for the purchafe
It

£

12,610

3

of the
lands in

6, part

money of common

Pennfylvania, between the 10th of the Ninth Month, 1701, and the 7th December,
1732, during which time lands were fold at various prices. Overplus land was often
fold from £ 18 to
25 for ico acres, and fome times at prices higher, though feldom lower, and other lands were generally fold at or about £ 10 for ico acres ; but,
as an exac~l discrimination cannot with certainty be made, and an admiffion of £ 10 per
100 acres will be a moderate rate of computation, therefore the fales of lands on this
principle, between the 10th Ninth Month, 1701, and the 7th December 1732, will

£

...---

be as follows, viz.
To fundry perfons, for the amount of land bought by them for the fum of
£ 12,610 3 6, 2.1 £ toper 100 acres, from 10th Ninth Month, 1701, to 7th December, 1732,
It appears, that after deducting the fum of £ 12,610 3 6 from £362,573
jf,
there will remain th-_ fum f £349,963 7 ii~, which has been paid for the purchafe
money of the common lands in Pennfylvania from 7th December, 1732, to the 28th

n

r26,ioi|
'

March, 1778.

F

Carried over,

-

1,069,606^

J

r

«

:
Acres.

Brought over,
And further it appears, that from the 7th December, 1732, to 27th December,
1762, the common lands were fold at £ 15 loper 100 acres currency purchafe money,
and one half-penny fterling an acre per annum quit-rent, and for fome years afterwards
for lands which were fettled and improved within thefe times ; and alfo, that on the
27th December, 1762, thefe terms were altered to £ 9 currency for 100 acres purchafe
money, and one penny fterling an acre per annum quit-rent, which alteration continued
no longer than until the 5th Augult, 1763, except in two inftances, one to William
M'Crofky for 200 acres, by warrant of 26th January, 1767, and the other to George
Meintzer for 50 acres, by warrant of 4th September, 1769, claimed on the grounds
of improvement in 1763.
It appears further, that on the lft of Auguft, 1765, the mode and terms of granting lands were again altered. Lands were now granted on applications, on the terms
of £ 5 ilerlingfor 100 acres purchafe money, and one penny llerling per acre per annum quit-rent, which terms continued till on or about the 6th September, 1769. After this time the mode of granting lands on applications ceafed, and warrants were
granted to all appliers for hnd on the terms of £ 5 fterling per too acres purchafe
money, and one penny fterling per acre per annum quit-rent.
It appears by accounts ftated, that the fum of £ 30S2 18 5 currency was paid on account of lands granted on the terms of £ 9 per
100 acres purchafe money,
£ 3082 18 5
That the fum of £ 19994 7 8 J currency, in lieu of £ 1996 12 7%
fterling, was paid on account of lands granted on the terms of £ 5
fterling per 100 acres purchafe money, on applications,
7
19994.
8JAnd that the fum of £ 112177 o 7 J currency, in lieu of
£ 67300 4 5 fterling, was paid on account of lands granted by war1 12177
o 7|
rants, on the terms of £ 5 fterling per 100 acres purchafe money,
And that by confequence, the fum cf £ 2 14709 1 z\ was paid on
the terms of £ 1 5 10 currency per 100 acres purchafe money,
214709 ! 2^

1,069,606

1

349963

The

7

ni

of lands, therefore, between the 7th December, 1732, and the month of
after which time no more grants of the common lands were made
by the proprietaries, will be as follows, viz.
To fundry perfons, for the amount of land bought by them between the 7th December, 1732, and the 27th December, 1762, for the fum of £ 214709 1 2*, at
£ 15 10 currency per 100 acres purchafe money,
To fundry perfons, for the amount of land bought by them between the 27th December, 1762, and the 5th Auguft, 1763, for the fum of £ 3082 18 5 currency, at
9 per 100 acres purchafe money,
To fundry perfons, for the amount of land bought by them between the lit Auguft,
996 12 7! fterling, at £ 5
1765, and the 6th September, 1769, for the fum of £
fterling per 100 acres purchafe money, on application**,
To fundry perfons, for the amount of land bought by them between the 6th Septemtember, 1769, and the month of December, 1776, for the fum of £67300 4 5 fterling per 100 hundred acres purchafe money, on warrants,
fales

December, 1776,

...

....

£

1,385,219*;

34>*54i

n

Amount of common

lands fold,

...

239,932,-

1,346,004!
4,075,017!;

Grants of land made for an annual Quit-rent, without purchafe money.
/

To fundry Swedes, for lands claimed by them under rights from the duke of York,
or by poffeffion and improvement, before the date of the royal grant of Pennf> irania to
William Penn, Efquire, as appears by extracls taken from records in the Recorder's
office, and patent books in the Secretary's office,
To fundry perfons, called renters, as appears from the records in the above mentioned offices,
To fundry fervants of the firft purchafers and adventurers into Pennfylvania,
To fundry perfons, not under any of the above defcriptions,

...
.-...._

^j^cz^y^

57>95 8 *

Gifts by feveral proprietaries to fundry branches of their families.

To Sir John Fag 50,000 acres, to be held by him in trufr, one half for the ufe of
William Penn, junior, commonly called William Penn the fecond, and the other half
for the ufe of Lanitia Penn,
It appears, by patents and warrants iffued in fatisfattion
of

*3

[

3
Acres.

granted over and above the faid 50,000 acres,
.of this right, that 125a acres have been
about 12,000 acres have bee»
which, added thereto, makes 51,250 acres, of which
lies in Fennfylvania, being
remainder
the
and
county,
Nevv-Caftle
furveyed in
Ifaac Norris and Edward Vennington, 7000 acres, part of

Per.

39> Z S°

To

Samuel Carpenter,
ufe of John Penn, Efquire, the remain12 000 acres granted to them in truft, for the
Callow hill, who was a firft purchafer,
Thomas
right
of
granted
in
ing ;ooo acres being
To Samuel Carpenter, Ifaac Norris and Edward Pennington, 10,000 acres, to be
and other children who might
held by them in truft for the faid John Penn, then born,
"
be born of Hannah Penn,
of William
To Gulielma Maria Penn, devifed to her by the laft will and teftament
Penn, Efquire, dated 27th Third Month, called May, 1712,
To Springett Penn, devifed by faid will,
Ditto,
Penn,
William
To
"
To Latitia Aubrey, Ditto,
r
To Thomas Penn, Efquire, 5000 acres, granted him by five feparate warrants for

...
.....
".,/,"
...

7,ooo

,0 ' oco

10,000
10,000
10,000
,0 00°
'

-

5,000
5,000

May, 1732,
To Thomas Penn, granted him by one warrant, dated 18th May, 1732,
To Richard Penn, Efq; granted him by five feparate warrants, for 1000 acres each,
"
.dated 1 2th May, 1732,
.1000 acres each, dated

1

2th

5' 000

111,250

Appropriations of land by the proprietaries, from the year 1682 t»
the year

1776.

Philadelphia County.

...

city of Philadelphia Hands, fituate between Delaware and Schuyl.
containing about
Springetfbury manor, joining the northern line of Philadelphia city, about
A traft at Greenwich, commonly called Gloucefter point,

A

trail;

whereon the

kill rivers,

A trail;, called Springfield manor,
A traft in Hatfield townfhip,
A traft in Providence townlhip,
A traft called Gilbert's manor, furveyed

_

...
at

-

-

firft

for

4,010
9°5

-

.

.
-

1,200
1,830
28

-

-

2&

-

company were allowed 5000 acres out of it, in part of their purchafe, which left for
.
the proprietors,
traft rtferved out of a large traft furveyed for the Swedes,
traft in Limerick townlhip, returned i7thDecember, 1701, by Edward Pennington,

A
A
A

traft

.....
...

on tchuylkill,

A fniall piece of ground oppofite

5,000

600
500
1,000
2

the lower ferry, about,

15.103

...
Bucks County.

A traft,
A traft,

called the

mine

traft,

-

..--.-...
.......
...
....
......

304

-.
Richland Manor,
A traft, called Highland Manor, containing 7769 acres ; but the London company
were allowed 5205 acres out of it, in part of their purchafe, which left for the pro-

called

prietaries,

A

i°.577

-.5^4

which by a draft in the Surveyor-General's office,
dated 13th Firft Month, 169 -%, figned by David Powell, contains 6543 acres ; and it
is ohferved 011 a piece of paper joined to this draft, that b fore the proprietor conveyed
traft,

called Pennfbury manor,

to his fon he had fold certain part* of Pennfbury manor to perfons, called his fervants;
therefore fecms uncertain what particular quantity was at firft furveyed for the manor

it

A

traft

prietaries,

furveyed for the proprietaries,
A traft patented to ditto, but
A traft patented to Richard Peters, in truft for the Durham Iron company,
A traft in Falls towrfhip, called the Governor's fwamp,
firft

A
A

A
A
A

8,00a

it probably was about
patented to Ferdinando f'aris, but which was furveyed before for the pro-

of Pennfbury, but

traft oppofite the

triift

traft in

1,500

Buckingham,

-

-

-

Carried over,

i>5

-

-

-

-

-

-

15
-

-

-

°
4>+4^

-

mouth of Mohockamack,

in Saucong townfhip,
on Lehigh,
traft in Solebury townfhip,

traft

55

io.coo acres, but the London

400
284
508
500
5°°
3 1,235

55

[

*4

]
Acres.

Bucks County, Brought

over,

I

*5

3
Acres.

Cumberland County,

Brought forward.

[

*6

]
Acres.

i.

"3

Per.

[
Summary of

*7

]

the foregoing account.
Acres.

Pennsylvania contains,

-

_

-

Per.

*7, 955,200
t

Deductions.
Acres.

Allowance

on the whole quantity

6 per cent.
Sales of land for which the purchafe money has been received,
Ditto, for an annual quit-rent without purchafe money,
Gifts by feveral proprietaries to fundry branches of their families,
Amount of appropriations of land by the proprietaries,
for roads

at

Balance of land, for which nothing has been received by William Penn, Efquire, the
—
proprietor, or any of his defcendants,

.firft

6.363,072

156

21,592,127

4

C

*s

3
Currtncy.

Stirling.

£

Brought over,
ioth NoIt appears that the quantity of land fold between the
vember, 1701, and 7th December, 1732, comprehending a fpace of

28,812 18

5;

£48,021 10

9

1,681

15

o

4,833 18

o

the annual quit-rent
31 years, amounts to 126,101! acres, fubject to
(hilling ilerling per hundred acres, payable on the id of
March in each and every year for ever. Admitting then, that the
it
fales made in each of thefe years amounted to about 4,067! acres,

of one

fum due for quit-rent on the faid 126,101!
to ill March, 1732, by
ift March, 1701,
yearly calculations made on 4,067! acres, will be
And that the fum due for 46 years quit-rent, computed from
will follow,

that

the

computed from

acres,

1,009

to 1779, on the faid 126,101] acres, will be
appears that the quantity of land fold between 7th December,
a fpace of
1732, and the 27th December, 1762, comprehending
years, amounts to 1,385,219! acres, fubjea to the annual quit-

1732

I

o

6 10

2,900

It

30

March
rent of one half- penny fterling per acre, payable on the ill
Admitting then, that the fales
in each and every year for ever.
folin each of thefe years amounted to 46,174 acres, it will
acres,
low, that the fum due for quit-rent on the faid 1,385,219!
computed from the ift March, 1732, to ift March, 1762, by yearly
calculations made on 46,174 acres, will be

made

And
1762

to

3

9

69,741

49,059 18

4

81,766 10

2,283 12

8

3,806

I

9 11

41,84;

fum due for 17 years quit-rent, computed from
the faid 1,385,219! acres, will be
on
1779,

19

7

the

that

6'J

27th DeIt appears that the quantity of land fold between the
cember, 1762, and the 5th Auguft, 1763, .amounts to 34,2545:
acres, fubjecl to the annual quit-rent of one penny fterling per acre,
And
payable on the ift March in each and every year for ever.

upon this quantity of land, 16 years .quit-rent was due from
March, 1763,10 ift March, 1779, amountingto
between
It appears that the quantity of land fold on applications,
the 5th Auguft, 1765, and the 6th September, 1769, comprehending a fpace of above four years, amounts to 239,932^ acres, fubjea to the annual quit-rent of one penny fterling per acre, payable
on the ift March in each and every year for ever. Admitting then,
that the fales made in each of thefe years amounted to 59,983 acres
20 perches, it will follow, that the fum due for quit-rent on the faid
239,932*- acres, computed from ift March, 1766, to ift March,
will
1770, by yearly calculations made on 59,983 acres 20 perches,
that
ift

2\

j

-

-

be

And

that the

fum due from

ift

239,93 2{- acres, being nine years,

"

-

-

March, 1770,

will

to

1779, on

"

2,499

5

u*

4,165

8,997

9

4j

H»995

22,433

7

laid

be

'S

7i

appears that the quantity of land fold on warrants between the
6th September, 1769, and the month of December, 1776, comprehending the fpace of feven years and three months, amounts
penny
to 1,346,004! acres, fubjeft to the annual quit-rent of one
and every
fterling per acre, payable on the 1 ft day of March in each
Admitting then, that the fales made in each of thefe
year for ever.
It

due
years amounted to 192,286; acres, it will follow, that the fum
quit-rent on the faid 1, 346,004; acres, computed from ift
March, 1770, to ift March, 1777, by yearly calculations made on

for

192,286!

And

-

acres, will be

-

fum due from ift March, 1777,
acres, being two years, will be

that the

1,346,004-*-

-

to

-

37,388 19 10

11

1779, on faid

11,216 14

J7i,057 18

18,694 10

1

44

285,096 10

1

5i

appears that confirmatory grants have been iflued to fundry
Swedes for the quantity of 37,037 acres of land, fubjea to the
annual quit-rent of one bufhel of wheat per hundred acres, payable
on the ift day of March in each and every year for ever. And by
an account ftated, it further appears that the quantity of 36,296!
bulhels of wheat was due for arrears on thefe grants the ift March,
bufhel,
1779, which, being computed at three' Ihillings fterling per
It

amounts

to

-

-

-

,0

3

9>°74

3

9

3,483 10 10

5,805

18

o

2 99>97 6

,2

5. 444

appears that the quantity of land granted to fundry perfons
called renters, amounts to 9,087; acres, fubjea to the annual quitIt

rent of one penny fterling per acre, payable on the ift March in
«ach and every year for ever. And by an account ftated it further
appears, that the fum due on thefe grants for quit-rent to the ill
March, 1779, amounts to

Carried forward,

£

*79'9 S S

l

9

5*

£

*9

[

3
Sterling,

£

Brought forward,

*79>9%5 '9

CurrtfCf,

£ 299,976 12

5'-

2;

appears that trie quantity of land granted to fundry fervarts of
the firft purchafers and adventurers into Pennlyh ania amounts to
4,571^ acres, (ubjeel to the annus! quit refit of four (hillings fterling
per hundred acres, payable on the il March in each and every year
And by an account ftattd, it further appears that the fum
for ever.
due on thefe grants for quit rent to the ill March, 1;^79, amounts
It

1

-

-

to

-

-

-

-

6

8

i,*5 2

699 19

9

1,166 12 11

3

o

1.3; 2

751

4

S

appears that the quantity of land granted to fundry perfons not
under any of the above defcriptions, amounts to 7,261-! acres, fu'bject to various annual quit-rents, refpeftively payable on the ill
March in each and every year for ever. And b) an account dated,
it further appears that the fum due on thefe grants for quit rent to
It

.
.
of March, 1779, amounts to
appears that feveral proprietaries have granted to particular
branches of their families, fundry quantities of land, to the amount
of 111,250 acres, fubjeft to various annual quit-rents, refpecHi eiy
payable on the ift day of March in each and every year for ever.
And by an account ftated, it further Appears that the fum due on
thefe grants to the ill March, 1779, amounts to

the

1 ft

It

1 1

7

182,248 12 io»

S

o

303,747 14

6;-

106,132

7

ij

197,615

7

4*

Dedu&thefum o{ £ 106,132

7 i| currency, in lieu of £63,679 8 34.
fterling, being the whole amount of payments made for quit-rent
between the years 16S2 and 1779, on account of the lands contained in the foregoing account, exclufive of thofe lands under the title
of appropriations, which fum has been carefully collected from all
the proper books in the Receiver-General's office,

£
Yearly

1

63^79

8

3

118,569

4

7t

value of Quit-rents charged on the lands contained in the

foregoing account.
Acres.

On

45-95'

proportion of two beaver (kins for 60,000 acres, valued at fix
each (kin,
after the proportion of one beaver (kin for 12,000 acres, valued at do.
at one (hilling fterling per thoufand,
at one (hilling fterling per hundred,
after

the

(hillings fterling

On
On
On
On
On
On
On
On
On
On
On
On

5,000
121,760
687,-90
25 oof
Vat one
30,000
28,003^ at one
126.

1

01

at

(hilling fterling

per thoufand,

(hilling fterling per

ditto

.

hundred,
-

ditto,

1,385,2 19^ at one half-penny fterling per acre,
34,254^ at one penny fterling per acre,
ditto
ditto,
239,932, at
ditto
ditto,
1,346, 004 i at
37>°37i at a bufhel of wheat per cent,

9,0874

at

one penny

-

is

370J buihels wheat, valued

at

.....

fterling per acre,

ditto,

after the

-

amounting

-

to

...

proportion of one beaver ikin for 12, coo acres, valued at

(hillings fterling
at

at three

-

at four (hilling fterling per cent.
at various quit-rentt,

...

-

millings fterling per bufhel,

On

£

an Indian corn,

each (kin,

.

.

fix

3°

[

'

,

EJUmate cj the value of certain

John Perm, jun. and

the

]
of property -which heknged

articles

Hon. Jehu Penn,

Jen., in the

year 1779.

Land in Pennf.lvania, amounting to 2J, 592, 127 acres 4 perches, for which no purchafe tnoney had been paid, a:;J which, if elU mated at ten pounds furling per hundred
acre?, viz, five pounds lteriing per hundred acres pui chafe money, and five pounds iltrling

Hon.

to the

Sterling.-

in lieu of cvt penny flerling per acre per annum quit-rent, being the ternis
the proprietaries fold their -lands in the year - 76, will be £2,15^,212 14 o
.And if eftimated at fix pounds furling, in lieu of ten poiiftds Pennfylvania

ir.oie,

OB which
flerling.

1

currency per hundred acres without quit-rent, being the prefent terms of fale by the
Aate, the amount will be £ 1,295,527
4, flerling,
Arreais of quit-rent as Rated in the above account,
Annual amount of quit-reius being £ 10,204 o 7+ valued «t twelve years purchafe,

n

,i,cfg

4

j±

£izi,^S

7

3

1

"

n

'

Articles of uncertain value.
Government,

-

-

Efchcared lands,
Three fifths of royal mines,
One filth of all other mines,

--

-

-

-

-

»

-

Tie foregoing account donl

-

-

-

-

-000
o

o

Join Penn, jun. *nd

tit

-

at the requeji of the Hoxsralle

000
000

-

o

Honorable Jck» Penn, fen. Efquirci.
Errors Excepted,

by mt

EDMUND
Ordered to

lie

on the

PHYSICK.

table.

A petition from Antoine Baflide, an infolvent debtor, confined in the gaol
of the city and county of Philadelphia, was read, praying to be releaied
from his confinement; and on motion, and by fpecial oruer, the fame was
read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed October 27th, on
the petition of James Young and Charles Eujfelot.
petition from Abraham Lukens, read in the late Houfe March 6th lafr,

A

was prefented to the chair and read; and on motion, and by fpecial order,
the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed November ifr, on
the petitions of Nicholas Krehl and others, to report thereon.
A petition from the Invalid Corps doing duty in the city of Philadelphia
was read, dating, that their prefent pay is infufficient to difcharge the amount
of their clothing, and other expences necerlarily incurred, and praying this
Houfe to grant them an augmentation of their pay; and on motion, and by
fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the laft named committee, to report
thereon.

A

'

from the American Philofophical Society held at Philadelphia,
for promoting ufeful knowledge, was read, praying for a donation of lands,
petition

the purpofe of profecuting the difcoveries of the various productions of
this extenfive continent, and to enable them to give premiums for fuch difcoveries as may appear ufeful ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame
for

was read the fecond time.
Ordered,

3'

C
Ordered, That it be referred to
to report thereon.

3

Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. M'Lene and Mr.

Riff en-

houje,

A

petition

was
borough,

from the

truftees

of Franklin college, in the borough of Lar.ca-

that the public ftore in Queen- ftreet, in the laid
is falling into decay, and that William Hamilton, Efquire, the prefent proprietor of the ground, hath confented to convey the fame, with other

fier,

read-,

fetting forth,

lots, for the benefit of the aforefaid inftitution, in cafe the lots upon which
the faid ftores are creeled mould be veiled in the faid truftees; therefore pray-

with the lots appurtenant thereto, may be veiled in them
and their fuccefibrs, for the ufes of the faid corporation ; and on motion, and
by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
*
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr, Will, Mr. Hubby and Mr. Richards, to
ing the lame

ftores,

report thereon.

A

representation

from the

firft

election

diftricft

in the

county of Bedford,

ftating certain illegal practices in conducting the late general election for the

county of Bedjord, was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame
was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Lowrey, Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Lollar,
to report thereon.

On

motion made by Mr. Clymer, feconded by Mr. Fitz/imons,
That the State Treafurer and Comptroller-General do prepare and
lay before the General Afiembly, within three days after the commencement
of the firft feflion in every year, ftatements of the public accounts, made up
Refolved,

to the

day of October preceding.
committee appointed OSlober 27th, on the petition of Richard Wells

firft

The

and 'John Clifford, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to the chair a bill, entituled
" An Acl to incorporate the Jirjl Pre/by terian congregation of the Big-Spring,
" in Newtown town/hip, in Cumberland county," which was read and on.
motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, and debated
by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed, and in the mean time printed for public
;

consideration.

Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to the chair a bill, entituled " An Acl to ejlabliflj a ferry ever the river Sufquehanna, at the town
"'
of Sunbury, in the county of Northumberland, and veiling the right in
" John Lyon, his heirs and q/Jigns," which was read; and on motion, and
by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That
confideration.

it

be tranferibed, and in the mean time printed for public

bill," entituled " An Acl to provide for the wages of members cf the fate
Convention, and to defray the expences of holding the"fame," was read the third
time.
Ordered, That the confideration thereof be poftponed, and that it be the

The

"

order of the day for to-morrow.

Adjourned

until half paft nine o'clock

to-morrow, A. M.
Friday,

C

Friday

',

3*

November

3
9,

1787.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
from John Wiley was read, praying certificates of this ftate,
for fervices by him done during the late war, may be received in difcharge of
his mortgage in the general loan-office; and on motion, and by fpecial order,
the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed November lft, on
the petitions of Nicholas Krehl, and others.
A petition from John Wiljbn and Richard Swan, Executors of the laff. will
and teftament of William Swan, late of Paxton townfhip, in the county of
Dauphin, was read, fetting forth, that there is due to this ftate a balance of
two hundred and eighteen pounds eight floillings and eight-pence, on account of
money by him collected in the payment of taxes, and praying that certificates for money loaned to this ftate may be received in payment
and on
motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time,
Ordered, That it be referred to the lafl named committee, to report

A

petition

;

thereon.

A

memorial from the Board of Managers and the Manufacturing Committee of the Society for the encouragement of manufactures and the ufeful
arts in this flate was read, fuggefting the propriety of inflicting by law fevere
and heavy penalties on thofe who feduce an artift to emigrate into a foreign
country, or who export the implements and machines for the better carrying
on manufactures, of which they are pofTefTed ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Fitz/imons, Mr. Lewis and Mr Kennedy, to report thereon.
On motion,
Ordered, That the order of the day, for electing Delegates to rcprefent this
ftate in the Congrefs of the United btates, be poftponed until Tuejday next.
return of an election held in the county of Berks of a reprdentative, Jo
ferve in General AfTembly in the room of Charles Biddle, Efquire, was prefented to the chair, and read, whereby it appeared that PLi'.ip Kremer, Efquire,
was duly elected, who appearing at the table, was qualified conformably to
the directions of the conftitution, and admitted to take his feat.
The committee appointed October 29th, relative to the purchafe of a tract

A

of country on Lake Erie, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed October 25th, to report a fett of rules and regulations for the government of this Houfe, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 3d, on the petition of Alexander
M'Dowell, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed October 29th, on that part of the mefTage relative to the depreciation of the paper currency, made report, which wab read ;
and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time :

Whereupon
Refolved,

That

a

committee be appointed,

to

bring in a bill to authorife
whole, or any part, of

the truftees of the general loan-office to receive the

the monies loaned by them in virtue of the act for erecting and opening a
loan*

5
31

8

33

C

]

fum of ffty thoufand pounds, enadted the fourth day of
any period previous to the time on which it is payable, and
to alter ib much of the faid act as directs them to re-lend the quotas paid
in by the borrowers.
Ordered, That Mr. Fitzfimons, Mr. Findley and .Mr. Rittenhoufe be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing resolution.
The report of the committee on the petition of Richard Weils and John
Clifford, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
And on the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the following refolution?"

loan-office for the
April,

1785,

at

—

—

viz.
Refclved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill for the relinquishment cf the (hare of the forfeiture, paffed to the ftate by the condemnation of the ihip Anna, to Richard Wells and John Clifford, late owners of

the laid (hip.

The Yeas and Nays were
as follow,

called by

Mr. Kennedy and Mr.

YEAS.
1

George Clymer,

2

Thomas Fitzfimons,

YEAS.
7 Richard Willing,
Townjend Whelen,
Alexander
Lowrey,
19
20 Adam Hubley,
21 Jofeph Work,
22 Jacob Erb,
1

1

3 Jacob Hiltzh"imer,

4 William Lewis,
5 William Rubirfon, jun.
6 'John Salter,
7 George Logan,

23 David M'Clellan,
24 Jofeph Lilley,
25 Samuel Mac lay,
26 John White,

8 Richard Peters,

9 Gerardus Wynkoop,
10 John Chapman,
Samuel Foulke,
1
Valentine Upp,
] 2
Raljlon,
Robert
1
14 James Moore,
Richard Thomas,
1
16 Samuel Evans,

27 John Irvine,
28 Robert Lol/ar,
29 Peter Richards,
3° John Carfon,
31 John Paid Schott.

NAYS.

NAYS.
"James Clemfon,
2 John Hopkins,
3 William Mitchell,

14

1

5
6

Piper, and were

viz.

Pt'/tr Trexler, jun.

15 Pe/tr Burkhalter,
16 ^o/w Piper,
17 William Findley,

Thomas Cltngan,

18 James Barr,

David

19 ^,672 M'Dowell,

Mitchell,

7 Thomas Beale,
8 Thomas Kennedy,
9 John Oliver,

20 James

Allrfon,

21 Alexander Wright,

22 ^o^/z Flenniken,

o Gabriel Heifier,
Philip Kreemer,
I I
12 David Divis,

I

23 Theophilus Philips,

13 Jofeph Sands,

24 T^tt Gilchreejl,
25 James M'Lene,
26 JrfW^ M'Calmont,

H

NAYS.

—

52
5

8
8
9
7
6

[
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NAYS.

NAYS27 Jacob Reiff,
28 Benjamin Rittenhoufe,
29 'jacob Mileyj

And

the votes being equal,

30 Robert Clark,
31

Hugh

Davidfon.

Mr. Speaker gave

his

carting vote

in

the

affirmative.

And on

the queftion,

" Will

the Houfe agree to the following refolutionf"-

viu

That

committee be appointed to report a bill, veiling in the
Supreme Executive Council a power to mitigate or reflore, if they deem
proper, any forfeitures which may hereafter accrue to the ftate, in confequence
of offences againft the laws for the regulation of trade.
The Yeas ""and Nays were called by Mr. M'Lene and Mr. M'Calmont, and
were as follow, viz.
Refolved,

a

YEAS.

YEAS.
George Clymer,
1
2 Thomas Fitzfimons,
3 "Jacob Hiltzheimer,
4 William Lewis,
5 William Robin/on, jun.
6 John Salter,
7 George Logan,
8 Richard Peters,

9 Gerardus Wynkoop,
10 John Chapman,
11

Samuel Foulke,

12 Valentine Upp,
13 Robert Raljion,
14 James Moore,

Richard "Thomas,

1

Samuel Evans,
Richard Willing,
Town/end Whelen,
Alexander Lowrey,

1
1

1
1

20

26 >/j« JT&'/tf,
27 Robert Lollar,
28 Pf/<r Richards,

29
30

Car/on,

j^w

Ptfw/ Schott.

NAYS.
16 jfy^w Piper,
17 William Findley,

3 William Mitchell,
4 Jofeph Reed,

1

5

1

y.->/6«

James Clemfon,
2 John Hopkins,
1

I

Hubley,

1

NAYS.

I

Adam

Jojeph Work,
22 Jacob Erb,
23 D./w^ M'Clellan,
24 Jojeph Li/ley,
25 Samuel Maclay,
2

Thomas Clingan,

James Burr,
19 j^/z Irvine,
20 James Allifon,
Alexander Wright,

6 David Mitchell,

21

7 Thomas Beale,
8 Thomas Kennedy,
9 John Oliver,

22 jfa^w Flenniken,

o Gabriel Heijler,
I
Philip Kremer,
David Davis,

13 Jofeph Sands,
14 Peter Trexler, jun.
Peter Burkhalter,
1

And

the

votes

being equal,

23 Theophilut Philips,
24 j^>/6 /z Gi cbreeji,
25 James M'Lene,
26 James M'Calmont,
27 Jacob Reijf,
28 Benjamin Rittenhoufe,
29 Robert Clark,
30 Hugh Davidfon.

Mr. Speaker gave

his

cafting vote in

the

affirmative.

The

y

[
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The Houfe then
The committee,

adopted the report, as follows, viz.
to whom was referred the memorial of Richard JFclh and
"John Clifford, late owners of the ihip Anna, forfeited to the llate, as iut forth
in their memorial, beg leave to repurt
That the cafe of the faid late owners appears fingularly hard, as the offence,
In confequence whereof the forfeiture accrued, was committed, as apoears by
the certificate of the court before whom the trial was had, without their participation or

knowledge.

That although

may be

politically expedient to confider

owners general,
employ in
their velfels, yet in this cafe we conceive an exception ought to be made, as
the (hip was beyond fea when the law, by the breach whereof me became forfeited, was parted, and of courfe they could have no notice of it, fo as to take
cautionary mealures for fecuring themfelves againrt the mifcondudt of the officers and mariners entrufted with the vcffel.
That all undue exercifes of feverity in government are impolitic, as they
defeat the purpoles intended by them, and it is well known that fmuggling in
it

refponiible in point of property,

for

the conduct of thofe they

other countries has frequently encreafed, in proportion to the feverity of trade
laws And in England, where thefe laws are extremely rigorous, powers of
mitigation are lodged in a board of commiffioners, who make the neceffary
difcriminations on the fubjedt.
That we do not perceive any power of refloring the forfeiture, either in
the whole or in part, exifts in any executive branch of government in Penn:

sylvania : And though fully ftmrtble of the propriety of difcouraging breaches
of our trade laws, yet we are convinced that difcriminations will be found proper on many occalions. 1'he Supreme Executive Council have a power, by the
20th fedlion of the frame of government, to remit fries and grant pardons in all
cafes, but thofe of impeachments ; yet it does not give them the right of interfering in cafes of jorfeiture : AJine being a pecuniary commutation for a corporal punifhment, and a forfeiture a refumption of property loft to the individual by breaches of the municipal laws of fociety, and which has, in conjeqaencc

of fuch breaches, become forisfadt or forfeited, i. e. parted from the owner
In the former cafe the Council have a right to remit, ay
to the community.
they have to pardon the corporal punifhment.
But the right of reverting
property forfeited remains with the people, being a branch of fovereignty not
delegated to the Supreme Executive.
Former legiilatures have been fenfible
of this, and adr.ed accordingly, as the Houfe may perceive by referring to the
cafes of Reynold Keene, ift vol. of laws, 159, 224; Henry Hugh Fergnfon,
r
446; the eitate of A Vernon, 225; John bpering, vol. 2, chap. 43- and
in the cafe of the tumult in Walnut -jlreet, Philadelphia, the Houfe have interfered in pardoning where fines might have been impofed, becaufe, as is recited with much jut..ice and propriety in the bill on that fubjedt, vol. 1, chap.
158, " the rigorous protection of juftice in all cafes is not expedient."
In the cafe referred to us we therefore beg leave to recommend to the Houfe
the following refolutioii
Rejotvcd, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill for the relinquishment of the mare of the forfeiture, parted to the rtate by the condemnation of the ihip Anna, to Richard IVells and John Clifford, late owners of the
.

:

faid £hip.

And

.

t
may be

56

]

permanent power

Executive, competent
to confider of and redrefs cafes of the like nature, fupercedhag the neceffity
of further interferences of the legillature, we beg leave further to report, that

And

it

that there

a

in the

he

Refohed, That a committee be appointed to report a bill, vetting in the Supreme Executive Council a power to mitigate or reftore, if they deem proper,
any forfeiture or forfeitures which may hereafter accrue to the date, in con-

fequence of offences againft the laws for the regulation of trade.
Ordered, I hat Mr. Peters, Mr. Evans arid Mr. hollar be a committee, to
brine in bills conformably to the foregoing refolutions.
1 he committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An

" Acl for the regulation of auctions and vendues," which was read the firtt.
lime, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe refumed the confideration of
the bill, entituled " An Acl to provide j'or the wages of the members of the
" State Convention, and to defray the expences of holding the Ja/ne ," and having fully debated the fame by paragraphs,
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being emitted into a law.
The bill, entituled " An Acl for jumijhing the quota of troops required by
" Congre/s for the proteilion "of the wejlern frontiers, and jor ether purpofes
" therein mentioned," was read the third time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, 1 hat it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.
Adjourned until half paft nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

Saturday,
The Koufe met

A

November

10,

1787.

A.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from the freemen, inhabitants of Air townfhip, in the county
read, praying to be annexed to the county of Franktin.
was
of Bedford,
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from John Elder and Robert Steven/on, read in the late Houfe
March 12th laft, was prefented to the chair, and read j and on motion, and
by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Dow ell and Mr. Clark,
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Ban; Mr.
petition

M

to report thereon.
A petition from Philip

Dick and Catharine

l

his wife, read in the late

Houfe

laft, was prclented to the chair, read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee of accounts reported in part, that they have burnt and
deftroyed bills of credit of the emiffion of March 16th, 1785, to the amount
of eleven thou /'and four hundred and fjty pounds.
A motion was made by Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. M'Lene, in the
words following, viz.
ufe, by the complaint of divers of the memWhereas it appears to this
affidavits
of the Honorable John Beard, Efquire, and
the
by
bers, funported
Major Alexander Boyd, that on the night of Tuejday, the fixth day of November inftant, about midnight, a number of per Ions unknown committed a
violent ri t and mod outrageous affault upon the dwelling- houfe of the laid
Alexander Boyd, in which three of the members of the Honorable Supreme
Executive

March 3d

H

7
1
5

1
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Hxecutive Council and four of the members of this Houfe lodged, and were
then abed and aileep (until awaked by the faid rioters;) at the fame time
throwing out the mod indecent and violent threats and abufe towards the faid
members, to the great contempt of this government, and efpecially of the
laid Supreme Executive Council and of this Houfe -: Therefore
Refolved, That the faid affidavits be tranfmitted to his Excellency the Prefident in Council, and that it be recommended to his Excellency and the Honorable members of the Supreme Executive Council to offer a reward, by
proclamation, of
pounds for the difcovery of the
perpetrators of the faid outrage and contempt, fo that they may be brought
to punifhment, or of
pounds for the difcovery
cf any one of them, and that this Houfe will provide for the payment of the
faid rewards ; and that it be alfo recommended to the Supreme Executive
Council to direct the Attorney-General to profecute the faid rioters, and every
of them, when difcovered.
,
It was then moved by Mr. Clymer, feconded by Mr. Fitzfimons,
That the fame be referred to a committee, to report thereon.
And on the queftion, " Shall the fame* be referred to a committee s?f-*-the
Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. M'Lene and Mr. M'Calmont, and were as

—

follow, viz.

YEAS,
1

George Clymer,

2 Thomas Fitzfimons,
3 "Jacob Hiltzheimer,
IVilliam Lewis,
William
Will,
5
6 William Robinfon, jun.

4

7 John Salter,
George Logan,
Richard
Peters,
9
-io Gerardus Wynkoop,
Samuel Foulke,
1
12 Valentine Upp,
13 Robert Raljlon,
1.4 James Moore,
Richard Thomas,
1
16 Samuel Evans,
Richard Willing.
1
8

NAY

S..

Y E A

S.

18 Town/end Whelen,
19 Alexander Lowrey,
20 Adam Hubley,
21 Jofeph Work,

22 Jacob Erb,
23 John Hopkins,

24 William Mitchell,
25- David M'Clellan,
26 Jcfeph Lilley,
27 Jofeph Reed,
28 Thomas Clingan,
29 Peter Trexler, jua*
.30 Samuel Mac lay,
'
.31 Jacob Reif,
32 John Carfon,
3 3 John Paul Schott.

[

3»

NAYS..
2-1

Theophilus Philips,

22

'John Gilclreejl,

23 ^<«»« M'Lene,

24 yrtWfJ M'Calmont,
25 Robert hollar,
So

it

was carried

]

NAYS.
26 Benjamin Rittenhoufe*
27 P^iT Richards,
28 ^fo^ M/ty,
29 Robert Clark,
30 flw^/6 Davifon.

in the affirmative.

Whereupon, Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. P?/<?r.r, Mr. G.
Lollar and Mr. Rittenhoufe be a committee, to report thereon.

Heijler,

Mr.

The

report of the committee, appointed to report certain rules and regulations for the government of this Houfe, read yefterday, was read the fecond

time.

Whereupon

Rejohed, That the rules and regulations of the former year be adopted for
They are as follow,
the government of the Houfe during the prefent year.
viz.

I.

TY7HEN
VV

the Speaker affumes the Chair,

the

members mall

take

their feats.

At the opening of the Houfe each day, the minutes of the preceding
day fhall be read, and are then in the power of the Houfe to be corrected ;
after which any buiinefs addrefled Jo the Chair may be proceeded to.
II.

III.

Every member prefenting a paper

to the Chair,

fhall firft ftate its

ge-

neral purport.

IV. Every petition, memorial, letter, or other matter of the like kind,
read in the Houfe, fhall be deemed as lying on the table for further confideration, unlefs any fpecial order be moved therein.
V. A motion made and feconded, fhall be repeated by the Speaker. A motion fhall be reduced to writing, if the Speaker or any two members require
A motion may be withdrawn by the member making it, before any deit.
cifion is had on it.
VI. No buiinefs, regularly before the Houfe, fhall be interrupted, but by
motion for the previous queftion, postponement, commitment, or amend-

ment.
VII. The motion for the previous queftion, postponement or re-commitment, fhall preclude amendment, and farther debate on the original fubjed: ;
but the previous queftion cannot be moved by lefs than four members.
VIII. A reoort laying over for confideration, when called for, fhall be read.
If more than one be called for at the fame moment, the Speaker may determine which to prefer. If the Speaker afk the fenfe of the Houfe, it fhall be
given without debate.
IX. The Speaker not to vote, unlefs the votes be equal without him.
X. No member fpeaking fhall be interrupted, but by a call to order by the
Speaker, or by a member through the Speaker.
XI. No member to be referred to in debate by name.
XII. When debates prove tedious, four members rifing may requeft the
The Speaker fhall then take the fenfe of the Houfe.
queftion to be put.
XIII. The Speaker may, by direction of the Houfe, enjoin fecrecy to the

members.
himfelf, or by requeft, may call to order any member,
fhall tranfgrefs the rules. If a 'fecond time, the Speaker may refer to him

XIV. The Speaker

who

by

—
C
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by name. The Houfe may then examine and cenfure the member's conduct
he being allowed to extenuate or juftify.
XV. The Speaker may decide on a queftion of order. Two members may,
however, appeal to the Houfe from his deciiion
Or the Speaker may in the
fenfe
of
the
Houfe.
inftance
take
the
firft
XVI. Any member, on motion, and leave given, may read a bill in his
place, and, with permiffion of the Houfe, prefent it to the Chair.
It mall
then be proceeded on as if prefented by a committee.
XVII. On a firfh reading of any matter, except a motion made by a member, no debate fhall be had, but on the queftion,
Shall it lie on the tablet
files
of
the
Houfe
The
may
be
XVIII.
infpecled by the members ; but no
paper taken away without the Speaker's leave.
Special committees, to be
XIX. Committees may be of four kinds, viz.
the
Speaker,
unlefs
otherwife ordered.
nominated by
A nomination by the
Committees by ballot.'
Speaker may be objected to and confidered.
Grand committees, coniifting of a member from the city and each county ;
and Committees of the whole Houfe.
XX. Every member actually attending the feffion (hall be in his place at
the time the Houfe ftand.s adjourned to, or within half an hour thereof, on
the penalty, if a quoruin without him, of two Jh'llings and Jix-pence, if not,
of Jive fallings.
A member having withdrawn, while the Houfe is fitting,
without leave, fhall forfeit Jive jhillings.
Excufes, however, may be ad:

mitted.

XXI. The name of him who makes, and
motion,

(hall

XXII.

No

the name of him who feconds a
be entered on. the minutes.
member (hall fpeak more than twice to a queftion, without

leave.

XXIII. Every member of

a

committee

fhall attend the

committee,

at

the

call of his chairman.

appointed November 8th, on the petition of the Truftees
made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The report of the committee on the petition of Alexander M'Dowell, read
Whereupon
yefterday, was read the iecond time.
Rejblved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to authorife the
Supreme Executive Council to draw an order on the treafurer of this (late for
the fum of Jeventy-nine pounds ten Jlrillings, to be paid to the faid Alexander
M'Dowell, as a full compeniation for his lervices.
Ordered, That Mr. Barr, Mr. M'Dowell and Mr. Clark be a committee,
for the purpofes contained in the foregoing refolution.
The committee, to whom were referred the petitions of 'James Toung,
Charles BtJJelot, Thomas M'Intire and Antoine Bajlide, made report, which
was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fe-

The committee

of Franklin College,

cond time.

Whereupon
That a committee be appointed

bring in a bill, to be enatfled
into a law„ for the purpofe of affording relief to the faid Charles Bujfelot,
James Toung and Antoine Bajlide, reflectively, agreeably to the prayers in
their refpedive petitions contained.
Rejblved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be paffed
into a law, for the purpofe of extending to the faid Thomas M'Intire the beRejblved,

to

nefit

3

;

:

[
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of -the feveral ads of Aflembly of this commonwealth made for the relief of infolvent debtors.
Ordered, That Mr. Wilt, Mr. Robinfin, Mr. Hubley, Mr. Davis, Mr. Sands,
Mr. P//w and Mr. Clark be a committee, to bring in bills conformably to
the foregoing refoliitions.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe proceeded to the election
of a Treafurer of this State for the enfuing year, and the ballots being taken,
it appeared that David Rrttenhoufe, Efquire, was unanimoufly elected.
The committee to whom was referred, this forenoon, the motion refpecting the infult offered to fome members of this Houfe, made report, which
was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond
n£fit

time, as follows, viz.

The committee,

to

whom

was referred the motion made by Mr. Kennedy,
fome members of this Houfe, propofe the fol-

refpe&ing the infult offered to
lowing refolution
Whereas complaint has been made to this Houfe by "James M'Calmont,
James M'Lene, John Piper and William Findley, Efquires, members thereof,
that on the night of Tuefday, the fixth inftant, the houfe of Major Boyd, of
this city, in which they refided, was riotoufly attacked by a number of perform, to the faid members unknown, and themfelves abufed and infulted by
reproachful language
Refolved, That fuch outrageous proceeding is highly difapproved of by this
Houie, and is a breach of the privilege of its members.
Refolved, That this refolution, together with the affidavits which the faid
members have thought proper to produce on the fubject, be tranlmitted to
the Supreme Executive Council, and that Council be requefted to iffue a
proclamation, offering fuch rewards as they may deem neceffary for apprehending the perpetrators of the faid outrage, in order that they may be brought to
punifhment, and that this Houfe will provide for the payment of fuch rewards.
It was then moved by Mr. M'Lene, fecond.ed by Mr. Kreemer,
To add the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be requefted to direct: the
Attorney-General to profecute the perpetrators of the outrage aforefaid, and
every of them, when difcovered and apprehended.
And on the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the fame?" the Yeas
and Nays were called by Mr. M'Lene and Mr. M'Calmont, and were ac
:

—

—

follow, viz.

i

.2

3

YEAS.

YEAS,

William Mitchell,
Jofeph Reed,

14 William Findley,
1 5 James Barr,
16 John M'Dowell,

David

Mitchell,

4 Thomas Beale,
5 Thomas Kennedy,
6 John Oliver,
7 Gabriel Heijlcr,
.

8

David Davis,

9 Jofeph Sands,
10 Philip Kreemer,
11 Peter Trexler, jun.
12 Peter Burkhalter,
John Piper
1

7 James Allifon,
18 John Flenniken,
1

I

9 Theophilus Philips,

20 John Gilchree/l,
2 1 James M'Lene,
,22 James M'Calmont,
23 Robert Lollar,
24 Peter Richards,
25 Jacob Miley,
-26

Robert Clark,

1M

A Y

S.

[

NAYS.

4«

]

1

[

4*

Monday November
)

The Houfe met

A

]

1

5

1787.

P.

M.

purfuar.t to adjournment.

petition and rerhonftrance

from

feveral

ming was read, remonfirating againft the

owners of land

adt,

entituled

at

and near Wyo-

" An Aft for

afcer-

" taining and confirming to certain perfons, called Connecticut Claimants, the
" lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for other purpofes
" therein mentioned," and praying that an adequate compensation maybe given
them for the lands which may be awarded to the Connecticut Claimantj, by
impartial and difinterefted perfons", and that the payments be made by yearly
inftallments ; and on motion, and by ipecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
be referred, together with all the papers on the files of
the late and prefent Houfe of Alfembly relative -to the fame fubjecl, to Mr.
Clymer, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr.Eww, Mr. Lowrey, Mr. M'Lene, Mr. G. Heijler
and Mr. Kennedy, to report thereon.
A petition from a; number of the inhabitants of this commonwealth was
read, praying the price of the unlocated lands in the back parts of this ftateOrdered,

may

That

it

be reduced.

Ordered to lie on the table.
petition from John Conrad Latour was read, dating his fervices in the
late army of the United States, for which he has not been compenlated, and
praying this Houfe to grant him relief; and on motion, and by ipecial order,
the fame was read the Tecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed November i ft, on
the petitions of Nicholas Krehl, and others.
_*The petition of Philip Dick and Catharine his wife, read November ioth,
and the petition of John Robin/on, read November 7th, were Severally read the

A

fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to the laft named committee, to report
thereon.
The- petition of the inhabitants of Air townfhip, in the county of Bedford,
read November ioth, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Hubley, Mr. Davifon and Mr. Irivine,
to report thereon.

The committee,

whom

were referred the papers relative to the difturbwhich was read and on motion,
fecond time. Whereupon
the
fame
was
read
the
and by fpecial order,
Rejblved, That from the firft day of March next, until the firft day of
September thereafter, the commiffioners appointed under the act for confirming the Connecticut claims in the county of Luzerne do receive all fuch
claims for lands within the faid county, coming under the defcriptions in
the act as admimble, and vvhich may not have been prefented to them before the expiration of the term now limited lor that purpofe; and that a comances at Wyoming,

to

made

a further report,

;

mittee be appointed accordingly.
Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Evans, Mr. Lowrey, Mr.
Kennedy, Mr. G. Heijler and Mr. M'Lene, be a committee, to bring in a bill
conformably to the foregoing refolution.

The

I
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The report of the committee, read November 3d, relative to the difturbWhereupon
ances at Wyoming, was read the fecond time.
committee
be
appointed
That
a
to
bring in a bill, to oblige the
Refohed,
free male inhabitants of the faid county to give frefh affurances of their althis ftate, and make and fubfcribe a declaration, in which they
acknowledge the right of this ftate to extend its jurifdiction over the
county of Luzerne, and renounce all claim to lands within the faid county
under Connecticut or the Snfquebanna company, excepting what is intended to
be confirmed to the Connecticut Claimants by the law for that purpofe ena&ed,
and in which alfo they fhall engage to aid the officers of the county in the

legiance to
(hall

execution of the law.
Ordered, That, the laft named committee bring in a

full

bill

accordingly.

The chairman

of the committee on ways and means prefented to the chair
commonwealth of Pennfylvania, as ftated by th<3
Comptroller- General, viz.

a ftate of the finances of the

A STATE

Commonwealth

of the Finances of the

cf

PENNSYLVANIA.
I.

Of'the Accounts of

the United States.

THE

Congrefs of the United States, in November 1777, and at fundry fubfequent periods, cailei
upon the refpeftive ftates in the union to furnifti, for the purpofe of carrying on the war, continental money and provisions, commonly called fpecific fupplies, and under thefe requifitions various payments were made and articles of provisions furnilbed by this ftate
but, by an aft of the United States
in Congrefs aflembled, thefe requifitions have been done away, and the payments and fupplies furnifbed
under them are to be carried to the credit of the refpeftive ftates by whom they were furnimed, in their
account current with the United States.
;

By an ordinance of

the United States in Congrefs aflembled of the 7th May, 1787, provifion is made
examining, adjufting, and finally liquidating the accounts current between the refpeftive ftates and the
United States, whereby that great fource of oppofition from the feveral ftates to furnifti the payments requefted of thern for the current fupport of the federal government and the difcharge of the debts of the
union, upon the fuppofition by each that large balances are due to them upon thefe accounts by the United
States, will be removed, and thofe ftates who really have fuch balances obtain the credit to which they are
The accounts of the ftate of Pennfylvania with the United States, which are to be fettled
juftly entitled.
agreeable to the aforefaid ordinance, are numerous and great.
I have made considerable progrefs in ftating
and preparing them for fettlement ; and from the abilities of the gentleman appointed to receive and examine them, and his attention to that bofinefs, having fome time fince entered thereon, there is a happy
profpeft of their being compleated in as ihort a time as the nature of fo voluminous a work, rendered ftill
more perplexing by the progreffive depreciation of the currency, will admit.
for

of Congrefs of iSth March, 1780, the fum of 195000000 dollars was called for from the feveral
the purpofe of finking the continental bills of credit emitted by Congrefs, payable in the faid
bills; and as the juft -proportion of the feveral ftates could not be afcertained, and one of the ftates (Georgia) on account of the invafion of the enemy, was exempted by Congrefs from advancing any part thereof
2t that time, the quota of Pennfylvania therein was fet at one fixth and fifty-five hundredths of the whole ;
and it was declared, that when the relative value of the feveral ftates fhould be afcertained, thofe ftates who
fhould have paid more than their juft proportion of this tax Ihould be allowed a credit for the fame, with
intereft at 6 per cent, from the time of payment ; and where any ftate had paid lefs than its juft proportion,
fuxh deficiency Ihould be charged thereto, with intereft thereon in like manner.

By

aft

ftates, for

The
And

quota of Pennfylvania in faid requisition, as aforefaid,

at fundry times the Treafurer of this
.
QfHcer the full amount.

ftate

-

is

Do!.

29900000

Do'.

29900000

hath paid to the Continental Loan-

-

There

'[

44

J

upon the feveral ftates, for
are alfo fundry calls made by the United States in Congrefs aflembled
and expences, per afts of
their
debts
defraying
for
and
government,
national
for the fupport of the

There

monies
2d AuCongrefs of 30th Oftober 1781 and 27th April 1784, 10th September 1782, 27th September 1785,
feveral ftates hath
of
the
value
relative
as
feverally,
the
which,
in
Oftober
nth
1787,
guft 1786, and
Articles of Confedenot been afcertained, in order to apportion the quotas upon faid ftates agreeable to the
ftates as (hall have paid
ration, provifion is made, that when au apportionment thereof can be made, fuch
more than their juft proportion (hall be allowed credit therefor, with intereft from the time of payment, and
thereon, from the
fuch ftates as (hall have paid lefs (hall be charged with fuch deficiency, and the intereft
Pennfylvania
as aforeof
quota
and
the
requifitions,
the
are
called
exifting
Thefe
required.
time payment was
faid therein is-as follows, viz.

Payable in faciltties

In the requifitions of Oftober 1 781 and April 1784, for four millions of dollars,
being one feventh and thirteen hundredths of the whole fum required,
On this requifition, as the afts of Congrefs have been conftrued,
Note.
the relative proportion of Pennfylvania to be paid in fpecie hath been
When the quotas come to be adjufted acgreater than any other date.
cording to the confederation, juftice will herein be done.
In the requifition of September 10th 1782, for 1200000 dollars, being one
fixth and fixty-fix hundredths of the whole fum required,
In the requifition of 27th September 1785, for three millions of dollars, being
one feventh and thirty-one hundredths of the whole fum required,

or indents.

To

be

paid

in Specie*

Dollars.

Dollars.

53441

506956

180300
2735 8 5''

I36794§

507026J4

On

the 27th July 1786, thefe accounts were adjufted by the United States,
there appeared then to be paid on account thereof,

and

Leaving a balance then due, of

as above,
In the requifition of Auguft 2d 1786, for three millions of dollars, being one
feventh and thirty-one hundredths of the whole fum required,
In the requifition Of nth October 1787, for 1700407 dollars, being one
feventh and thirty-one hundredths of the whole amount required to be paid
into the treafury before the 1 ft July 1788,

Balance due

...

On

account of the above there hath, fince the fettlement in July 1786, been
paid to the receiver of continental taxes till jft October 1787,
.Paid to penfioners, in difcharge thereof,
Balance due by Pennfylvania, upon her quotas of the exifting requifitions,

In which requifitions provifion is made for the intereft of the foreign debt, and fuch of the principal as
due, till the end of the year 1788, for the intereft of the domeftic debt till the beginning of the
prefent year, and for the fupport and expences of the federal government until the lft July 1788.

may become

which have been received on loan by this (late according to the funding fyftem, and upon
can be had from the United States in indents till lft January 1787, will enable Pennfylvania to difcharge this year's requifition of the United States in Congrefs aflembled without any tax or burthen on the people, and will be more than fufneient to difcharge the whole balance in indents from the fame
jto the United States, upon the exifting requifitions.

The

certificates

which the

intereft

254100 and 5-9cths dollars yet due on the exifting requifitions, and which muft
dollars will, by the 1 ft July next, be difcharged in the payment of peniocoo
about
be paid in fpecie,
fions on account thereof, according to ail of Congrefs of the 7th June 1785 ; and 20000 dollars more
thereof will be paid within fix months, towards a contract for fupplying the troops of the United States ftationed ou the frontiers with cloathing.

Of

the above balance of

1

*-y

[

Of

II.

i
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the Support of

Government.

an average, about
To pay the officers of government annually will re 4
And to fupport tne incidental expences of" government, fuch as priming the laws, bills,
minutes, &:c. of the General Affembly, and the oth'. printing for the ftate, firewood,
^rnies fees in caufes of tiie ftate,
candles, ftationarv, rewards by proclamation",
expences of the judges of the fupreme court and attendants when on the circuit (exclufive of their expences borne by the counties "here they hold courts) and for attending the ftate-houfe clock, and fuch like expences, about
There will be fundry expences incurred in the courfe of the next year for further improving the navigation of the river Delaware, a;.d preparing more piers for lecuring the
1200 o o
(hipping from ice in the river during the winter months, about
The oyl annually neceffary for the light-houfe at Cape-Henlopen, the
cotton wick, the wages of the keeper, and incidental expences thereof, and of the buoys, beacons, and piers in the river,
773 o o
The wages and proviiions of the captain and men of the ftate floop Delaware, in the employ of the ftate, under the direftion of the waro
c
dens of the port, and incidental repairs thereof,
371
i

£

2 795°

o

o

5+5°

•

°

2344

9

°

1681

7

3

600

o

o

200

o

O

90

o

o

450

o

0>

200
500

O

9

o

o

39465

7

3

1930873

2

4

56705 io

o

56705 10

o

-

*

'

The

expences of improving the navigation of the river Schuylkill, and improving the
roads leading from Philadelphia to the weftern parts of this ftate, being the neat proceeds of the four claffes of the Pennfylvania State Lottery, appropriated for that purpofe per aft of 15th March 17S4,
Of the £ 2coo granted per act of 21ft September 17S5, for laying out and repairing the
highways from the weftern parts of Cumberland county to Piufburgh, there may be
neceffary in the next year,
Of the £ 30a granted per aft cf 23d March 1786, for viewing and opening a road from
the Lehigh water gap, in Northampton county, to Wyoming,
The incidental expences of the Hofpital on State-lfland, provided for the reception of
fuch paffengers who may be imported into this ftate as have infectious difeafes,
The refidue of the expences of opening and repairing the road from Conrad Minick's to
Sunbury, per refolution of 22d March 1784,
Note. Part of this road, from Conrad Minick's till the line of Berks county, is to
be opened per aft of March 29th 1787, and the £ 200 therein granted hath been
paid for that purpofe.
By an ad of March 29th 1787,
500 are granted for the purpofe of opening and eftablilhing a road between the navigable waters of the Franks-town branch of Juniata and
the river Conemaugh, of which may be neceffary in the next year,
Balance of expences for running and marking the northern boundary of Pennfylvania,

.....

...

£

£

III.
I.

The

Of

the Debts due by the

which have been granted by

Commonwealth

to individuals.

agreeable to acts of March ift
1786 and 28th March 1787, for loan-office and other liquidated certificates of the
United States of debts due by the United States to citizens of Pennfylvania, counting
the nominal fum of fuch loan-office certificates as are dated between ift September
certificates

this ftate,

ift March 1778, amount to
loan will remain open, agreeable to the aforefaid aft of March
ift 1786, until the laft day of February 1788, inclufive, within
which time, from the beft eftimate I can form, there will further be
loaned in like manner about

1777 and

£

1900873

2

4

30000

o

o

The

Of

the above there hath been redeemed by the fales of city

clufive of the intereft

of

faid certificates,

-

lots,

ex-

Ditto by the land-office, for lands granted in the old and new purchafe, and for arrears of principal and intereft of the purchafe-money of lands granted by the late proprietaries, kz. exclufive of
the intereft of faid certificates,

M

Carried over,

6

37326

19379

1

n

3

r,

£

1

[
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£

-

Brought over,

be redeemed by the lit March 1796, which -is gradually _diBalance of
'minifrrir.g by the funds in operation for redemption thereof, and which at the time
of payment' of the principal will be reduced about £63400, for the depreciation
on loan-office certificates loaned as aforefaid between Sept. 1777 and March 1778,
certificates

10

o

1374167 iz

4

2

4

149200

o

o

112450

1

I

56705

to

1930873

There are arrears of intereft from different periods due upon the faid certificates,
which are made payable at the trcafuiy out of the arrears of taxes, lb foon as there
Tne amount of the faid arrears upon
lhall be fuffkient to pay one year's intereft.
the above balance of £ 1874167 12 4, is about
The faid arrears aie alfo redeemed with the principal of the certificates upon which the
fame are due, and by this means may be computed will be funk,
II.

2:9200
Soooo
:

Balance to be paid in

-

cafti,

...

The faid balance of £1874167 12 4 is alfo upon an accruing intereft, which is
payable half yearly, the annual amount of which is,
There was alfo an half year's intereft payable thereupon on the ift October 1787, and
which is not yet difcharged,
And 2± years iatereft upon the part not yet loaned, payable when applied for,

III.
'

56225
3600

o

6

o

o

172275

1

172275

1

into view the payments that will be made in thefe certificates for city lots, for
arrearages of principal and intereft of purchafe money of lands located or warranted
before December 1776, for lands to be fold within the old and late purchafe, &c. &c.
and alfo the times of payment of the above intereft, there mull of the above be re-

Taking

deemed

in that

way, fo as to relieve the treafury from payment of
Balance to be paid in cafh, as above,

8800
163475

o

o

1

7
7

IV. Certificates, bearing an intereft of 6 per cent, per annum, were by atls of April
ift 1784, and March 30th 1785, made iftuable for all legal claims and debts due by
the (late (the depreciation debt of the late army excepted) the amour* whereof
1688621 19 u
ifiued is,

And

there

is

-

yet to be iflued,

58200

-

10

7

2682:

There hath been redeemed of

the above,

Ditto by the land-office, &c.

by the

fales

of

city lots,
-

-

-

504
22050

3

3

I

11

1

Balance to be redeemed, which
ing the fame,

is

daily diminifhing

by the funds in operation

for fink-

an accruing intereft upon the above certificates, which is payable half yearAnnual amount of intereir.
8
12256 1
6128 o 10
One half year, due ift July 1787, is yet unpaid,
There are four years arrears which is alio payable on certificates not
o o
yet applied for,
.13968

V. There

is

ly at the treafury.

....

Taking into view the payments that will be made in
deemed before the foregoing intereft is difcharged,

32352

2

32352

2

627585

11

thefe certificates, and thereby re-

...

the treafury will be relieved from
the payment of the above intereft, by the fame being allowed to the poiTeflbrs in their
payments, fay to amount of
650 o o
Balance to be paid in cam,
31702 2 6

VI. By adls of the 18th December 1780,
13th 1782, April 8th 1785, September
ciation of the pay of the Pennfylvana
the ift January 177.7 l '^ l & Auguft 17
tifioates iffued, bearing intereft from the

April 10th 1781, Oftober

ift

1781, April

22d 1785, and 8th March 1786,' the depreline, ftate navy and military hofpital, from
So, hath been dirccled to be fettled, and cerioth April 1781.

Amount

-

,

4

.Of

1

47
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the above there hath been difcharged, by payments of one third
thereof in bills of April 1781,
of princiredeemed
been
there
eftates
hath
forfeited
of
By the fales

Of

pal, exclufive

of

-

-

-

intereft,

£143060
55600

of lots in the depreciation diftricl, per aft of 12th March
1783, there hath been redeemed as aforefaid,
By the fales of city lots, per aft 8th April -1786, there hath been re-

By

10
S

fales

23240 16

as aforefaid,
_the land-office, for land within the old and late Indian purchafe,
per acts of April ift 1784 and December 1784, there liath been

25961

deemed

By

...

paid in principal, exclufive of in tereft,
aft of 25th March 1786, there hath efcheated to the
wealth,

By

Balance yet unredeemed, which

is

daily leffening

-

3

55204

1

common-

by the payments

5754°
356607 15 6
270977 15 10

to the land-office,

Of the above balance of £ 270,977 15 10, there are certificates funded, upon
which the intereft is payable at the treafury every fix months, to the amount of
£ 225504 4 11, agreeable to afts of 21ft March and 20th September, 1783, 16th
March 1785, and lit of March 1786, the annual intereft whereof is,

£627585.11

4.

'353°

"

VII.

VIII.

By

aft of

Britain,

November 27th 1779, ^ie um °^
*"

was granted

to the late proprietors

£

i3 O00o > fteriing

5

money of Great-

of Pennfylvania, equal

in

Pennfylvania

currency to

216666

By

the faid aft, and by cue other aft of February 9th 1785, it was direfted that the
fame mould be paid in annual inftalments of £ 15000 fteriing, equal to £'25000
Pennfylvania currency, and that the firft inftalment fhould be payable on the 3d September 1784 (one year after the termination of the war with Great-Britain.)
And by aft of the 28th March 1787, it was direfted that intereft fhould be allowed and
paid from the time the feveral inftalments became payable, until they were or ffiould
aftually be difcharged, and by the fame aft it was declared that a preference fhould be
given in payment of the faid debt.
On the 3d September 1787, four inftaimer.t: were due
100000 o o
On the 3d September 17SS, the fifth will become due
25000 o o
The interest du; upon the faid inftalments, per aft of 7S7 aforefaid, about
7800 o o
,

1

Of

the above there hath been difcharged
to be paid, which is now due

Remains

year 1788,

-

132800

o

152800

o

o

216666 13

4

400000

o

o

4C0000

o

ICOOOO

o

x6$

and

to

become due

in the

-

111431

5

There are

feveral tncufand pounds due by the late proprietaries for provincial taxes before the revolution, and for the taxes upon their manors and private eftates in the
feveral counties fince the revolution until the pr.efent time, to be oppofed to the aforefaid balance.
And in addition to the aforefaid five inftalments of
125000 o
There remains to be difcharged, which will be payable between the
-

3d September 1789 and 3d September 1792, a balance of

-

of credit were emitted, per fundry refoamount of
According to aft palled March 20th 1777, bills of credit were errTitted to amount of
IX. In 1775 and 5776

91666

13

4

bills

lutions of the Affembly of Pennfylvania, to

There hath been burnt and deftroyed of the firft denomination,
Ditto of the fecond denomination,
Ditto of both denominations,
In the treafury,
Balance, funded on the arrears of continental money taxes,

2COOCO

o

o

44936 16 6
54941 16 6
71272 5 5
3150 o o
125699

1

7

X. In virtue of an aft of Afkmbly of 25th March 1780, bills of credit, dated 29th
April 1780, were emitted, bearing an intereft of five per cent, per annum,

o

Of

48

C
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hath been burnt and deftroyed,
in the treafury, ready to be burnt,
Balance, which the pofl'cffors were entitled fince ill June 1784 to have
had paid them, with intereft, but very few bills are now prefented,
and the greater part of this, it is preiumed, will not be brought in,

Of

this the re

There

is

now

98873
288

c
o

'5
5

838

£ 00000

o

1

XI. Bills of credit were emitted on the faith of this Hate, per aft of Affembly of June
1780, in conformity with a refolution of Congrefs of 1 8 th March 1780, bearing
I ft
Amount
intereft at five per cent, per annum.

1495000

1370000

is now in the treafury of Pennfylvania
Smith, Efquire, for a like fum paid to the United States,
in exchange therefor, in the year 1781, in bills of April 1781,
Balance to be redeemed, which the poiTeftbrs are entitled fince ift January
laft to have paid them, with the intereft,

Of

Dollars.

the faid bills there

Due by Thomas

78642
4^35 8

1495COO

The

of this emiffion are

bills

be re-iffued, and it would be well to have them
can be done, an aft of the legislature for the pur-

to

r.ot

counted and burnt ; but before
pofe will be neceffary.

this

XII. Bills of credit to the amount of £ 500000 were ordered to be emitted per aft paffed
7th April 1 78 1, of which there was ftruck

"'*••"..."

Of which

Now

486500

O

O

486500

o

o

Balance, per the foregoing account,
fundry perfons for certificates and balances, payable in this money, which

42248

8

6

-

7250

o

o

49498

8

6

there hath been burnt

and deftroyed

437474
6777
42248

in the treafury,

Balance carried down,

i

....

9

9

1

9
6

8

«,

Yet due

to

-

will be ifiued,

Amount
XIII, Intereft notes were ifTued per aft of
due to the public creditors, to amount of

Of which

to

-

-

....

be redeemed,

March

21ft 1783,

paying the

for

this

Dollars.

intereft

1

66571-**

162612

there hath been burnt and deftroyed,

3'6oH

in the treafury, redeemed,
Balance, for which the poffeffors have been entitled to receive fpecie at
the treafury fince July 1784; few notes are now prefented, and it is

Now

prefumed moll of

£

balance will never appear,

799
16657-*9<r

XIV. Bills of credit were emitted by aft of the legiflature of 16th March 1785, and by law
made receivable in all the revenues and debts due to the commonwealth. Amounting to
in the year 1786, in purfuance of faid aft,
c
15000 o
to be burnt and deftroyed,
treafury,
the
in
5000 o
Deficient to make up the fum to be burnt this year,

£

150000

o

o

40000
OOOO

o
o

o

50000

o

o

Burnt and deftroyed

o
o

Now

20000
Balance

in circulation,

J I

1

178c, per aft of June ift
XV. Certificates were
provifions
1780 and a refolution of the Council, for horfes and
by agents
States
the
United
army
of
the
ufe
of
the
for
purchafed
iffued in

in the different counties.

the year

Amount

-

...
-

which there hath been redeemed by taxes,
Paid from the treafury, exclufive of intereft,
Yet due, and now payable, with intereft, in bills of April 178
refolution of Affembly 8th April 1782,
Note. The continental money is payable at 60 for one.

Of

o

...
1,

State

Money

32971

16

Ctnti. Money.

7

30341 J£

631361 II

J

471142 4
140857 •9

7
2

per

2630

£

I9361

1

3^971 ,6

7

£631361

11

3

XVI. By

,

4?

r
XVI. By

aft

]

of Affembly of

22'd September 1785, provifion is made for the fupport
and
and feamen, who were wounded ordifabled in the fervice of
the United States in the late war, agreeably to aft of Congnefs of
the 7th of June 178c,
which admits the payments under this aft to pafs to the credit of our account
with the
United States in the current requifitions. Annual amount admitted,
-

relief of officers, ioldiers

/

...

,

XVII. By

afts of March ift 1780 and Oftober ift 17S1, the widows
of commiffioned oft
of the Pennfylvania line, ftate regiments, flying camp and Hate navy,
who were
killed or died in the fervice during the late war, are entitled, during
their widowhood,
and their children till they attain the age of fourteen years, to the half
pay of fuch
officer; and by aft of March 20th 1780, the widows and
families of fuch officers
fleers

and

privates in the militia as were killed or died of wounds received
in battle while in actual fervice, are entitled to fuch fupport as the orphans court
may direft, not exceeding
the half pay of the perfon fo killed.
Annual amount,
.

2497 to

o

1

IV.

Of

the Revenues of the

Commonwealth of Pennfylvania.

The

balance, which on a final adjuftment with the United States may be
found due to
Pennfylvania on theunfettled accounts'.
II. By afts of April and December
178.4, certificates of debts of the United States, d-ue

I.

...

to citizens of Pennfylvania and to the Pennfylvania line,
were made receivable for
lands therein mentioned.
1
--,.
Received
77 , 9 °
May yet be redeemed, eftimating the balance of alienated or unfunded cer'
tificates of this date's citizens now out,
.
.

272600

The

certificates

of March

ift

of debts due by the United States received on loan by
17S6, and yet to be loaned as aforefaid,
-

Amount

Dollars.

i0 47373&^
this ftate,

per aft

-

-

1

5548994^

of the principal of the certificates, the property
of the
including tne certificates for monies loaned to the
till

March 1778,

The

at their

ftate of Pennfylvania,
United States from September 1777

nominal value,

.

.

.

.

6196368^5

of intereft upon the aforefaid certificates may, according
to aft of ConOftober 1787, be drawn in indents till the ift of January 1
787. Amount
*
whereof, exclufive of what hath been drawn,
.
1

III.

arrears

grefs of

1

uh

IV According

of Congrefs, and the tenor of the certificates compofing
the aforedollars, an intereft annually will accrue upon
the
fame, payable from the Uaited States to the ftate
of Pennfylvania in fpecie,
faid

qqtooo

to aft

fum of 619636S and J9 - 9 oths

371 782 'S

V. There are arrears due from feveral counties of their quotas of
taxes laid in continental money, and payable therein, or in
refolve and commonwealth money, viz.
Eucks county,
£ 86093 « ' 2
Chefter,

-

York,
Cumberland,

130887
15731
303043
32g 68

-

Berks,

-

Northampton,
Bedford,

-

-

7

1

2

2

4

,

£

45616 17

8

433792'

.

Northumberland,.
Weftmoreland,

S

S

11

438262 16
586063 o

o
6

From

this Turn deduft the abatements and
exonerations by law allowed the frontier counties,
.
'

Amount

to be

•

brought into the treafury,

VI. Arrearages of taxes are alio due, payable in
Bucks county,
Chefter,
.

ork

'

.
"

Cumberland,

Bedford,

j

.

Northumberland,
Weftmoreland,

-

I

for exonerations to the frontier counties,

Amount

to

690000

o

o

00

7ql

,

12144
-

'

6 114
16
3

736 - ,,
9750 14

-

s

-

949+

.

7

/

of the emiffion of April ,-81" viz
£ , 90+ Q
223Q b }
3C?
g ,

r

y,

Allow

.

.

Lancafter,

.,

bills

17245S

2

"

g^
3

10
.

26000 'o

'c

brought into the treafury,

N

35198 iS

it

VII. Ar-

3

so

C
VII. Arrearages of taxes are

new

alfo due,

which are

to

3

be paid in fpecie, or in

of the

emiffion, viz.

Philadelphia city and county,

Bucks,
-

-

26555

8

'95'

H

-

364*' »7 »*
50069 14 2{
3399 1 '7 o
8752 1 7
H7 66 »3 2

-

-

-

Northumberland,
Weftmoreland,
Wafhington,

253^9 >'

-

-

-

-

-

-

Montgomery,
Dauphin,

»

-

-

-

-

-

-

'

4
°*

5

-

Northampton,
Bedford,

5

-

-

Fayette7
Franklin,

1Q

-

-

Berks,

o

9 201

-

Lancalter,

York,
Cumberland,

£53086

-

-

Chefter,

543

y
7i
4*

9986

7
8

10

3 89

6

9

5569 z
8366 16
4 68 7 ll

o

9
l

f

354659 10

9

o

Q

Abatements and exonerations allowed by law in the frontiers, on account of the depredations of the favages during the war,

Amount
VIII.

bills

to

30000

£

-

annual tax upon property, per aft of 16th March 1785,

The

324659 10

-

-

be brought into the treafury,

7 6 945

'7

9
6

raifed per the faid aft of March 16th
If the colleftors were authorifed themfelves to diftrain for the taxes
the bunit would fimphfy and fhorten
taxes,
former
cafe
of
the
1785, in the fame manner as was ufual in
to as
The colts for iffuing and ferving the warrants of thejuftice, in many cafes, amounts
nefs much.
Sometimes they get
duty.
their
do
to
magiftrates
the
get
to
difficult
often
It
is
much as the tax itfelf.
many cafes it is dangerous to enthe money into their own hands, from whence it is difficult to get it. In
will be loft in this way.
money
and
be
iffued,
to
neceiTary
are
warrants
as
many
with
fo
conftables
truft
for the taxes they

pad and current taxes are accountable to the county treafurer
where collecway than in the cafe of private debts between individuals, and
fummary
more
receive in no
all which
obtained,
be
could
them
againft
judgment
before
tors have been fued, nine months have elapfed
expeditious mode
it would be ufefui to eftablifti a more
conceive
I
money.
of
the
lies
out
ftate
the
time
of recovering the money from delinquent colleftors.

The

colleftors both of the

lottery. This is approneat proceeds of the four clafles of the Pennfylvania ftate
the 1 5th March 1 784,
paired
lottery,
faid
the
erefting
priated fpecially by the aft for

IX The

X

collefted by the
The head money for paflengers entering the port of Philadelphia,
keeping in repair the hofpital on State'health officer, as a fund for fupporting and
annually,
Mand, for the reception of fuch as have infeftious difeafes,

The

XI.

tonnage upon lhipping, received by the tonnage

officer,

I

lbai

100

annually,

the
The balances due from the counties in the provincial taxes, from the 12th till
the arrears due from the late pro19th eighteen-penny taxes inclufive, and including

XII

prietaries in faid taxes,

-

millings per pound, payable in ftate
XIII. Arrearages unpaid of the tax of five
21ft 1782,
September
of April 1 78 1, per refoLution of

XIV\ The
April

1

arrears of fines in the

78

firft

clafs

ax, payable

in ftate

money of

money

the emiffion of

1,

The arrears of principal and intereft of the purchafe money of land granted by
Note. By aft of March z8th 1787,
the late proprietaries before 10th December 1776.
payable
in funded certificates, provided
made
is
money
purchafe
faid
three fourths of
The amount of this fund is confiderathey are paid before the 10th of April 1788.
ble, and may produce, annually, about

XV

....

XVI. Of

the

£

Intereft

...

150000 loan-c^ce, erefted per
money,

there remains of quota

money now

due,

-

-

aft

February 1773,
"

22119 17
17 129

19

-

75 00

7

3

[
XVni. The

duties

XIX. The monies
March 1785 are

Note.

A

fines

fales

3

by the auctioneers, payable to the

i

ftate,

£

and

3500

e

from tavern and marriage licences, which by aft of 25th
fupreme court,

arifing

fpecially charged with the falaries of the judges of the
"
,--

annually,

XX. Court

on

st

-

forfeitures, annually,

—

.

—

»

great proportion of the fines and forfeitures which are incurred are

4 T 5°

-

now

-

1000

o

13800

o

remitted.

XXI. The

fees of the fecretary of the council, the fecretary, furveyor and receivergeneral of the land-office, annually,

arifing from the tax upon writs from the prothoROtaries of feveral
counties, per aft of March 1783, including the tax upon writs and fummonfes from
the prothonotary of the fupreme court, per aft of September 25th 1786,

XXII. The monies

XXIII.

The

arrearages due from the city and the feveral counties

furable carriages, for 1783,

The fum

aftua'lly

1784,

XXIV. The annual

-

-

1I 45°

°

°

is not fo great, for the county treafurers frequently have paid in the
of the quota taxes of fuch county, but the balances due therein are fo
aftually due hereon are lefs than the above.

as

upon pleafurable carriages, per

duties arifing

now

the duties

i'XK. There

£

80000

aft

20th March 1783,

loan-office, principal

upon goods imported into

and

2600

intereft,

are fundry debts

this ftate for

due and on hand,
one year, including

—

outftanding,

militia fines,

XXXI. The

and balances of accounts

and arrearages thereof,

to be recovered,

--

—

arrearages due on the fecond clafs tax in the feveral counties,

XXXII. There
for

on the tax upon plea-

I786andi787,

year's intereft of faid loan, with the arrears of intereft

XXVIII. The

1780

85,

principal of the loan-office erefted per aft 4th April 1785,

XXVII. One

XXX. The

tax

remains of the old

XXVI. The

f

due upon thefe taxes

money collected from this tax
much the more, as the arrears

XXV. The

1

3000

yet remains of forfeited eftates, appropriated per aft of 8th
certificates of depreciation, fay

December

redeeming the

_

20000

XXXIII. Of the

city lots, which according to aft of April 8th 1786 have been fold for funded certificates,
and for depreciation certificates funded or unfunded, a confiderable fum of the purchafe money hath not
yet been paid, and there yet remains a part of that property to be fold for redeeming more of the public

debt.

XXXIV. Of

the depreciation traft of country, direfted by aft of March 12th 1783 to be fold for redemption of the depreciation certificates, a confiderable part remains unfold, and of the part which hath been
fold a large fum of the purchafe money hath not yet been paid ; both of which will leffen the depreciatiom certificates to be redeemed.

XXXV. The

neat proceeds of the fales of -the referved traft, and of the town laid out oppofite Pitt/burg
fide of the river Ohio, as direfted by aft palled September nth 1787, will redeem a
part of the public debt.

on the northweft

XXXVI. The

purchafe money of lands within the ftate of Pennfylvania not yet granted, and the arreare
not yet paid for that which hath been granted, affords a refpeftable fund for the redemption of the
public debt of the commonwealth.

XXXVII. The

efcheats to the commonwealth is yet an untried fource of revenue.
An aft hath been paffed
September 29th 1787, for fecuring them for the public benefit, and fomething confiderable will eventually be produced therefrom j but as the real property cannot be fold for fome time, it will not be fo
immediately productive.
,

An

[
yf; 4

5*

Ahjlract of the Debts of the Commonwealth, the

Balances

now

Amount.
-

of April 1780, (10)
D'"'o of June 1 So, (11)
Bitio'of April :;8i. (12)
Ditto of Ma ch 1785, (14)
ills

The trcafury notes, (13)
The new loan certificates, (1)
The funded debt ditto, (4)
The depreciation debt, (6)
The proprietary debt, (8)
Certificates

horfee

for

and

I

-

provifions,

in-

cluding £ 63 361 11 3, continental money, reduced, (15)
Ditto of citizens of Pennfylvania, received in the land-office for lands, 774773ft;
1

do'lars,

3

making

due.

Sums

paid,

and the

53

C

]

...

Brought forward,

The tax upon writs, annually, (22)
The arrears of the tax upon pleafurable carriages, (23)
The tax upon pleafurable carriages, annually, (24)
The £ 8c, 000 loan-office, (25)
One year's intereft on the £ ,0,000, and arrears, (27)

.....

Imports on goods imported annually, including
due, (28)
Debts, (29)
Arrearages due of the fecond clafs tax, (31)
Militia fines, (30)

Contra,

Due

the arrears

new

-

-

-

...

United States on the exifting requifitions, which alfo includes (article 16) the penfions to perfons difabled in the fervice,
to the

254100^ dollars,
Due annually to the widows and orphans

the fervice,

Pay of

of fuch as have fallen in

(17)..

.'''.'-

of government, and incidental expences, annually,
light-houfe, &c. Sec.
navigation of Schuylkill, and repairing the roads
»
Philadelphia to the weftern parts of the ftate,
the road from Cumberland county to Pittfburg,
Ditto
from the Water-Gap to Wyoming,
Ditto
from Conrad Minick's to Sunbury,
Ditto
from Juniata to Conemaugh river,
Incidental expences of State-'iland hofpital,
Refidue for running and marking the northern boundary,
Arrears of intereft on new loan certificates, (2)
Intereft payable within one year on faid certificates, (3)
Ditto,
d tto,
on the certificates of funded debt, (5)
One year's intereft of the funded depreciation certificates, (7)
officers

Support of the
Improving the
leading from
On account of

...

;

Due
Due

and to become due in one y 'ar, (8)
of the Ifland money, (lo)
Ditto of the dollar money, 46,358 dollars, with intereft, (11)
Ditto of the intereft notes, 799 dollars, (13)
Ditto of the £ zo,ooo directed by act of Mirch 1785 to be burnt
this year, and the next year's inftalment to be d..ftroyed, as aforeto the late proprietaries,

faid,

(14)

......
Surplus,

/.-.'

Indents, or Facilities.

49' 6 37

[
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Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a biil, to veft the
public ftore in the*town of Lancafer, and the two lots of ground on which
the fame is erected, in the Truflees of Franklin College, for the ufe thereof.
Ordered, That Mr. Will, Mr. Hubley and Mr. R-chards be a committee,
for the purpofes contained in the foregoing refolution.
The report of the committee, read November 9th, relative to the purchafe
of a tract of country on Lake Erie, was read the fecond time.
Whereupon
the
SupTeme
Executive Council be authorifed and requeued
Refohed, That
to obtain, and lav before the General Affembly, a deicription of the lands
lying between the northern boundary of this ftate and Lake Erie, with an
eftimate of the fum neceffary to purcbafe fuch part thereof as may be thought
neceffary to

accommodate

this ftate.

Agreeably to leave given, a

member

prefented to the chair a

bill,

entituled

" An Acl to incorporate the fubfcribers to the plan for ereclinq; a permanent" bridge over the river Schuylkill, at the wejlern extremity of the High" ftreet of the city of Philadelphia;" which was read the firft time, and
Ordered

Adjourned

to lie

on the table.

until half

Tuefday^

pad nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

November

13,

1787.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Berks was
read, praying that a part of the lands fet apart for the endowment of public
fchocls may be granted for the benefit of a public fchool in the borough of
Reading.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed to infpect the files of the late Houfe of Affembly, &c. made a further report, which was read; and on motion, and by
Whereupon
fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time
Ordered, That the report on the petition of a number of the inhabitants of
the borough of Reading, read September 14th laft, be referred to Mr. Peters,

A

:

Mr. J. Heifer, Mr. Trex/er, Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Schott, to report thereon.
Ordered, That the biil, entituled u An ASl to enable aliens to purchafe real
" efates within this commonwealth, and to lend money upon mortgages and ocher
" Jecurities, at a reafonable interejl," be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. Willing and
Mr. Findley, to report thereon.
Ordered, That the report read in the late Houfe September 27th laft, on the
petition of Humphrey Fullertcn, be referred to the committee appointed Noon the petitions of Nicholas Krehl, and others.
The petition of John Penn, junior, and John Penn, Efquires, read November 8th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the laft named committee, to report thereon.

vember

1 ft,

Agreeably to the order of the clay, the Houfe proceeded to the election of
Delegates to reprefent this ftate in the Congrefs of the United States, and the
ballots being taken, it appeared that the Honorable William Irvine, Samuel
Meredith, John Armfrong, junior, William Bingham and James R. Reed, Efquires, were duly elected.

The

.

C
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The committee appointed November ioth, on the petition of John Elder
and Robert Steven/on, made report, which was read ; and on motion, and by
fpecial order, the lame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be re-committed.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe relumed the consideration of
the bill, entituled " An AB for the regulation, of auctions and vendues ;" and
having further debated the lame by paragraphs,
Ordered, That it be re-committed.
Agreeably to leave given, a member prelented to the chair a bill, entituled
'* An Acl to enable the owners and pofjefors
of a certain tract of ma?-fi and mea" dow land therein defcribed, fituate in the counties oj Philadelphia and Chefter,
" to keep the banks, dams, Jluices and flood-gates in repair, and to raife a fund
"

to' defray 'the

expence thereof,"

Ordered

on the

Adjourned

to lie

which was

'read the firft time,

and

table.

until half parr, nine o'clock

to-morrow, A.

M.

Wednefday^ November 14, 1787.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
memorial from Lewis Hal/am and "John Henry, in behalf of themfelves
and others, the comedians, commonly called the American Company, was read,

A

praying leave to bring in a bill, for the purpofe of repealing lb much of the
laws of this commonwealth as prohibits dramatic entertainments.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A memorial from the college of phylicians of Philadelphia was read, praying an acl: may be palTed, for checking the improper ufe of diftilled fpirituous
liquors within this Irate.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from Thomas Bond and others, late officers in the American Mili-

was read, referring to their memorial read in the late Houle
March 7th laft, and praying the fame may be taken into confideration ; and
on mption, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to the committee appointed November ill,
on the petitions of Nicholas Krehl, and others.
A petition from James Pettigrew and Blackall William Ball was read, fetting

tary Hofpital,

that they have loft

forth,

tion

thofe

the certificates given

to

them

for the

deprecia-

due on their pay, and praying new ones may be granted them in lieu of
which they have loft ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame

was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred

the

to

laft

named committee,

to report

thereon.

A

from 150 inhabitants of Wayne and Derry townfhips, in the
county of Cumberland, was read, praying they may be exonerated from the
payment of the taxes afTelTed on them in the years 1781 and 1782.
Ordered to lie on the table.
petition

The

petition of a

number of the

inhabitants

or*

the county of Berks, read

yefterday, was read the fecond time.

Ordered, That

it

be referred to the

members from Berks county,

to report

thereon.

The

C
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The committee of accounts made a further report, that they had burnt and
deftroyed the fum of Jix thoufand two hundred pounds of the emiffion of March
1 6th,
1785, agreeably to law, which, with the fum by them reported on Saturday laft to have been burnt, amounts to feventeen thoufand Jix hundred, and
fifty pounds.
On motion of Mr. Lollar and Mr. Clark,
That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Peters, Mr. Evans, Mr. Lowrey, Mr. KenMr. Fiiid/ey, Mr. M'Lene, Mr. Lollar and Mr. Schott be a committee,

Ordered,
nedy,

to revife the prefent militia law, and report a
the militia of this commonwealth.

bill for

the better regulation of

The committee appointed November 3d, on the petition
Ann Nedrcw, made report, which was read, and

of the reprefenta-

tives of

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 8th, on the petition of the American
Philofophical Society,* made report, which was read ; and on motion, and by
fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Whereupon
Re/olved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, for the purpofe of granting to the American Philofophical Society
acres of
unappropriated lands, as a fund for the laudable purpofes fet forth in their
memorial.
Ordered, That Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Rittenhoufe be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The committee appointed November 8th, refpecting the late election of
Reprefentatives for the county of Bedford, made report, which was read;
and on motion, and by fpecial order, the iame was read the fecond time, and
.adopted, as follows, viz.

The committee,

whom

was referred the reprefentation of the judges of
drawing the votes a ticket appeared, in which the names of John Piper and Jacob
jSaylor were mentioned as members of Aifembly, but the ticket not being cut
according to law, it was not counted, yet was caufed to be filed with the
other tickets, by means of which faid ticket not being counted, faid Jacob
Saylor and Abraham Cable had an equal number of votes, which would not
have otherwiie been the cafe and as it is the opinion of your committee
that an election ought not to be fet alide for fo trifling a neglect as not cuting the ticket according to law, at leaft where no fraud appears to have been
the

firft

to

election diftrict of the county of Bedford, letting forth, that in

;

intended, they therefore offer the following retolution
Refolved, That Jacob Saylor is duly elected a member in the General Affembly for the county of Bedford for the enfuing year, and that he be directed
to take his feat accordingly.
The- committee, to whom were referred the feveral papers relative to the
difturbances in the county of Luzerne, made a further report in part, which
was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond
:

time.

Whereupon

Refolved,

That the Executive Council apppoint two

perfons, one on the

part of the ftate, the other on the part of the laid Pennfylvania Claimants,
and on the recommendation of them, or any confiderable number of them,

which two

perfons fball choofe a third.
That the faid three perfons

be Commiffioners, to examine
into the value of the lands for which compenfation is to be made, and certify
the fame to the Board of Property, who fhall finally determine on the fame.
Refolved,

fliall

Refolved,
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1

That the

faid Claimants fhall Severally have an option, to accept
the
refiduum of the donation lands, or in any other pubthe compensation in
lic lands within the old or new purchafes, not referved for the ufe of the
commonwealth ; or otherwife, in certificates to the amount, payable in in-

Refolved?

ftalments, and bearing an intereft.
Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr.

Wynkoop, Mr. Evans, Mr. Lowrey, Mr.

Kennedy, Mr. G. Heifer and Mr. M'Lene be a committee, to bring in a bill
conformably to the foregoing refolutions.
On motion of Mr. Fitzfimons, feconded by Mr. Findley,
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to enable commiffioners therein to be named to lay out, in the improvement of the roads
between the city of Philadelphia and the weftern parts of the ftate, the monies
arifing from the lottery lately drawn in purfuance of the act of AfTembly for
railing, by way of lottery, the fum of .forty-two thoufand dollars, for improving the public roads weftward of the city, and towards improving the navigation of the river Schuylkill, paffed the 15th March, 1784.
Ordered, That Mr. Fitzfimons, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. J. Heijler be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reiolution.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled •' An
xt
AcJ for vefiing the public Jlore-houfe and two lots of ground in the borough and
" county of Lancafter in the Truftees of Franklin College, for the ufe of the faid
" infiitution," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An.
'*

Acl

**

Jhip

to

Richard Wells and John Clifford the Jhare or portion of the
lately foijeited to the fate," which was read the firft time,

veji in

Anna,

and

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An.
" Acl to vejl in the Supreme Executive Council of this fate a power to remit, ei-

" ther in the whole or in part, any forfeiture or forfeitures accrued
" under the laws for the regulation of trade," which was read the

to the
firft

fate
time,

and

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An
** Acl to alter and amend an acl, entituled " An Act for erecting and opening
" a loan-office for the fum of fifty thoufand pounds," which was read; and
on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed for public
confideration.

The

bill,

entituled

" An Acl

to

incorporate

the fubfcribers to the plan for

" erecting a permanent bridge over the river Schuylkill, at the wejlern extremity
" of the High-ftreet of the city of Philadelphia," was read the fecond time,
and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered,

That

it

be tranfcribed, and in the

mean time

printed for public

confideration.

The
"

bill,

" An Acl to enable
and meadow land therein

entituled

tracJ of marflj

" Philadelphia and Chefter,

the owners

and pojeffbrs of a certain

defcnbed', fituate in

to keep the banks, dams, fiuices

P

the counties

and flood-gates

"

of
in

repair,

[
"

and

5«

]

a fund to defray the expence thereof," was read the fecond
time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered* That it be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed for public
confideration.
repair,

Adjourned

to raife

until half pail nine o'clock

rfhurfday^

November

to-morrow, A.

15,

1787.

M.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
memorial from the Honorable Francis Hopkinfon, Efqj was read, praying, that when this Houfe ihall pafs an act for the regulation of fees, a claufe
may be inferted for veiling the Judge of Admiralty with the fees of his office,
which are now made payable to the treafury ; and on motion, and by fpecial
order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Hubley and Mr. Piper, to
report thereon.

A

A

petition

from David

Hillyer, late quarter-mafler ferjeant in the

invalid

regiment commanded by Colonel Nichola, was read, fetting forth, that he hath
not received the gratuity of eighty dollars promifed to thofe who continued in
the fervice until the end of the war, and praying this Houfe to direct payment
thereof to be made to him; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame
was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed November lfl, on
the petitions of Nicholas Krehl, and others.
A petition from Thomas Prieft was read, praying this Houfe to grant him an
annual fum of money, to enable him to carry the mail between the city of
Philadelphia and the weflern counties of this ilate.

Ordered to lie on the table.
propofal from John Skinner, of the county of Franklin, was prefented to
the chair, and read, engaging, on the part of himfelf, his heirs and affigns,
to keep and maintain the ilate high- way in the fame defcribed in good repair,
provided that he, his heirs and affigns, may by law be dilcharged from the

A

payment of

taxes.

Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from a number of manufacturers and others, dealers in coal, was
read, praying that the admeafurement of coal may be put under the direction
of the officer already appointed for the admeafurement of fait, &c. and on
motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Fitz/imons, Mr. Will and Mr. M'Lene,
with inilrudions to report a bill, if they deem it neceffary.
The petition of 150 inhabitants of the townffiips of Wayne and Derry, in
the county of Cumberland, read yeflerday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. Logan, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr.
Kennedy, Mr. Oliver, Mr. Findley and Mr. Lollar, to report thereon.
The petition of Lewis Hallam and John Henry, read yeflerday, was read
the fecond time.
And on the queflion, " Shall the fame be referred to a committee ?"
It was carried in the negative.
The committee appointed November 12th, on the petition of a number of

—

the inhabitants of Air townffiip, in the county of Bedford,

was

and
Ordered to

made

report,

which

read,

lie

on the

table.

The

[
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The committee

appointed November 2d, on the petition and remonftrance
of a number of the inhabitants of the townfhips of Moyamenfing and PaJfyunk, in the county of Philadelphia, made report, which was read, and

Ordered to He on the table.
The committee appointed November 3d, on the petition of divers inhabitants
of the town of Wejl-Chejler, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed yefterday, on the petition of a number of the
inhabitants of the county of Berks, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The report of the committee, read yefterday, on the petition of the reprefentatives of Ann Nedrow, was read the lecond time.
Whereupon
That
the
leave
withdraw
petitioners have
to
Rejolved,
their petition.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An
te
Acl alithori/ing the Supreme Executive Council to draw an order on the Trea** furer
of this Jlate for the fum 0/Yeventy-nine pounds ten (hillings, in favor
" of Alexander M'Dowell," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled
An
*' Acl for vejiing
thoufand acres of unappropriated land in the
*« incorporated American Philofophical Society, held in Philadelphia,forpromefc
" ing of ufeful knowledge," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An
'-'

"

Ac~i to entourage the manufactures

of

this Jlate,"

which was read the

firft

time, and

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled "
Supplement to the acl, entituled " An Acl; to alter and amend an adt, enti" tuled " An Acl to remedy the defeSls of the fever al alls of Affembly hereto" fore made for regulating the eleclions of jujlices of the peace throughout this
" Jlate, and to ejlablijli a permanent mode for holding fuch eleclions ; and to au~
" thorife the jujlices of the peace of the city of Philadelphia to hold the courts
" of record of the faid city ; and to make further provijion for the due elec~lion
" and return of jujlices of the peace electa which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled "
** Supplement to an acl, entituled " An Acl for ascertaining and confirming to
" certain perfons, called Connecticut Claimants, the lands by them claim" ed within the county of Luzerne, and for other purpofes therein mention" ed," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An
'* Ac~l
Jor the relief of Thomas M'Intire, James Young, Antoine Baftide and
" Charles BuiTelot, infolvent debtors, now confined in the gaol of the city and
11
county of Philadelphia," which was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial
order, the fame was read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed for public

A

'*.

A

confideration.

Adjourned

until half paft nine o'clock

to-morrow, A.

M.
Friday,

£

6°

:

.

Friday, November 16,
The Houfe met

A. M.

1787.

purfu'ant to adjournment.

from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Northumberland were read, praying for a divifion of faid county.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November iff, on the petitions of Nicholas Krehl,
and others, made report in part, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 3d, on the petition of Margaret Davis, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled "
Supplement to an Act, entituled " An Act for af" certaining and confirming to certain perfons, called Connecticut Claimants,
" the lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for other
" purpofes therein mentioned," was read the fecond time, and debated by
Petitions

A

paragraphs.
Ordered, That

it

be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed for public

confederation.

The bill, entituled " An Act to encourage the manufactures of
was read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered,

That

it

be tranfcribed, and in the

mean time

this Jlate,"

printed for public

confederation.

The

bill,

entituled

"

A Supplement to

the Act, entituled

" An Aft

to alter

" and amend an Aft, entituled " An Act to remedy the defects of the feveral
" Acts of Ajjembly heretofore made for regulating the elections of jujlices of
" the peace throughout this ft ate, and to ejlablijh a permanent mode for holding
ce

fuch elections ; and to authorifeJhe jujlices of the peace of the city of Philadel" phia to hold the courts of record of the faid city ; and to make further provifton
" for the election and return of jujlices of. the peace elect ;" was read the fecond

time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranlcribed, and in the

mean time

printed for public

consideration.

Adjourned

until half part: nine o'clock to

morrow, A. M.

Saturday, November 17,

1787.

A. M.

The Houfe met

A
read,

1

purfuant to adjournment.
letter from John Carfon, Efquire, in excufe for his non-attendance, was

and
Ordered

On

to lie

on the

motion,

Ordered, That Mr
the prefent feflion.

A

table.

Maclay have leave of abfence during the remainder of

from Garret Broadhead and Cornelius Vanhorne, in behalf of themand others, was read, remonftrating againft the aft, entituled " An Aft
t(
for aj'certainitig and confirming to certain perfons, called Connecticut Ciaim" ants, the lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for other
" purpoj'es therein mentioned," and praying the operation thereof may be fufpended.
A peOrdered to lie on the table.
petition

felves

:

[

6r

]

A petition from divers inhabitants of the county of Luzerne was read,
praying a further time may be allowed them to prefent their claims to the
commifiioners appointed under the a£t above recited.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from Zebulon Butler was read, fetting forth, that in conformity
to the act, entituled " An Acl for quieting the dijlurbances at Wyoming, for
" pardoning certain offenders, and for other purpofes therein mentioned," he furrendered himfelf, and entered into a recognizance, with one furety ; that notwithftanding his furrender aforefaid, a fuit was inftituted againft him for a
certain trefpafs faid to have been committed, and judgment awarded thereupon for a confiderable fum of money ; and praying this Houfe to grant him relief in the premifes.

Ordered to lie on the table.
motion of Mr. Peters, feconded by Mr. Lewis,

On

Refohed, That it be recommended to the Supreme Executive Council to
take immediate meafures for locating and furveying fixty thoufand acres of
land, for the ufe of public fchools, agreeably tb the law pafTed the 7th day
of April, 1785.
The committee of accounts made a final report, that they had at different
times during the prefent fefiion received from David Rittenhoufe, Efquire, the
following bills of credit, emitted by act of General Aflembly pafTed the fixteenth day of March, 1785, viz.

7295
9000
6000
6600
4800
4800
6800
7200

of twenty fillings each,
ditto of fifteen Jhilhngs each,

£

bills

ditto

of

-

-

ten jhillirigs each,

-

-

7 2 95

6750

-

ditto of five fillings each,
ditto of two fjillings and fix-pence each,

ditto of one Jhilling

and fix-pence each,
-

ditto of nine-pence each,

-

ditto of three-pence each,

£

20000

o

o

All which they have examined, counted and burnt, according to law.

The

report of the committee on the petition of

John Penn, junior, and

John Penn, Efquires, read yefterday, was read the fecond time. Whereupon
Refolved, That the petitioners have leave to withdraw their petition.
The report on the meffage of Council, refpecling the claim of Colonel
Francis Mentges, read yefterday, was read the fecond time
And on the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the jollowing refolution?"—^
Rejolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, authorifing and

—

empowering the Comptroller to iffue a certificate to faid Colonel Mentges
day
the fum of one hundred pounds, bearing intereft from the
as a
It

for
,

compenfation for his fervices.

was carried

The

in the negative.
report read yefterday, on the petition of Devereux Smith, was read the

fecond time.

The

That the

further confideration thereof be poftponed.
report read November 1 5th, on the petition of divers inhabitants of

Ordered,

Wcfi-Ohefler,

was read

trie

fecond time.

Q^

Whereupon
Refolved,

C
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Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, conftituting a
certain diftrift of country, contiguous to faid court-houfe, the county town,
bounded as fet forth in their petition, and called tyeft-Chejler.

members from Chefter county be a committee, to bring
conformably to the foregoing resolution.
The report read November 15th, on the petition of divers inhabitants of
the county of Berks, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be re-committed.
The report read November 15th, on the petition of divers inhabitants of
Moyamenfing, &c. was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be re-committed.
The committee, to whom was re-committed this forenoon the report on the
petition of divers inhabitants of the county of Berks, made report, which
was read; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond
Ordered, That the

in a bill

Whereupon
Refolved, That a committee be appointed

time.

to bring in a bill, for the eftablifhment of a ieminary of learning, agreeably to faid petition, and for the
endowment of the fame with
acres of* the unappropriated lands
within this commonwealth.
Ordered, That the members from Berks county be a committee, to bring in
a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The bill, entituled " An A51 for vejling the public Jiore-houfe and two lots
" of ground in the borough and county of Lancafter in the trujlees of Franklin
" College, for the ufe of the faid injlitution," was read the fecond time, and
debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed, and in the mean time printed for public

confideration.

"

An Ac~l authorifng the Supreme Executive Council to draw
an order on the treafurer of this jlate for the fun of feventy-nine pounds ten
" (hillings, in favor of Alexander M'Dowell," was read the fecond time, and
debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed, and in the mean time printed for public
The

bill entituled

et

confideration.

"
u

AB

An
thoufand acres of unapproprifor vejling
ated lands in the incorporated American Philofophical Society for promoting of
ufeful knowledge," was read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed, and in the mean time printed for public
The

bill

entituled

\*

confideration.

That Monday next be affigned for the third reading of the bill, enAn Acl to alter and amend an ac7, entituled " An Aft for erefting and
tituled
" opening a Loan-Office for the fum of fifty thoufand pounds," and that it be
Ordered,

"

the order for that day.

Adjourned

until three o'clock

on Monday next, P.

M.

Monday, November 19, 1787.
The Houfe met

A

P.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

memorial from John Penn, junior, and John Penn, Efquires, was

as follows,

read,

viz.

to

C
To

the Honorable the Reprefentatives

63

of the Commonwealth of Pennfylvania.

John Penn,

The Memorial of

]

junior,

and John Penn,

Refpeclfully Sheweth,

TH A T

by the ad of AiTembly paffed

in the year

prietary eftate of your memorialifts in the

nia, their lands,

known by

the

name of

1779, vefting the pro-

commonwealth of

PennfyivaProprietary Tenths or Manors, were

excepted, and confirmed to them.
That by the negligence of your memorialifts' furveyors and other fervants,
the furveys of divers of the aforefaid tenths or manors were not made and regularly returned into the land-office on or before the 4th day of July, 1776,
although the warrants for that purpofe had been iffued long before that period,
by means of which negligence the property of your memorialifts in many of
the faid tenths or manors, which have heretofore been pofiefled by them as
fuch, has become doubtful.
Your memorialifts, being firmly perfuaded that the intention of the abovementioned acT: was to confirm to them all fuch tenths or manors, as, by warrant or other act of appropriation, had been excepted and feparated from the
public proprietary eftate before the period of American independence, therefore beg leave to lay before you an account of fuch manors and tenths as were
not furveyed and returned into the land-ofHce on or before the 4th of July,
1776, and pray the Honorable Houfe will be pleafed to confirm the fame to

them.

And your memorialifts beg leave further to reprefent to your Honorable
Houfe, that, by the above-mentioned act of 1779, befides the aforefaid tenths
or manors, there was referved to the late proprietaries all their private eftates,
lands and hereditaments, which they were then entitled to in their private capacity, by deviie, purchafe or defcent, and that, fince the palling of the faid
adt, doubts have arifen, whether, by the general terms made ufe of in the
fame, the faid act has fufficiently confirmed to your memorialifts all fuch
eftates as they then poffefied or were entitled to by purchafe, of themfelves or
their anceftors, from fuch perfons as held the fame by virtue of fome prior
Your memorialifts therefore pray the Honorable
warrant, furvey or location
Houfe will, by an explanatory claufe, confirm to them all the faid private
eftates, lands and hereditaments.
And your memorialifts, fully relying on the inclination of the Honorable
Houfe to relieve them from the loftes they have fuftained by the late revolution, as far as is confident with the prefent fituation of the commonwealth,
beg leave further to inform the Honorable Houfe, they have lately had confiderable demands made on them for arrears of taxes on the aforefaid tenths or
manors and private eftates, which, if they are compelled to pay, would be ftill
adding to their lofs, which has been already fo great. Your memorialifts therefore pray your Honorable Houfe will be pleafed to exempt them from the payment of all fuch taxes, as were due and in arrear from them on or before the
1 ft day of January,
junior,
1787.
:

JOHN PENN,
JOHN PENN.

And on

motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Peters, Mr.
Kennedy and Mr. Findley, to report thereon,

A

pe-
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from James Young, an infolvent debtor, confined in the gaol of
fetting foith, that his cafe is
the city and county of Philadelphia, was read,
infolvents whofe names are inferred
differently circumftanced from thofe other
hath on oath affigned his property
in the fame bill with his, inat'much as he

A

petition

to truftees, for the
vifal or

payment of

amendment may

his juft debts

take place in faid

;

bill,

therefore praying that fuch reas will extend to him fuitable

relief.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee, to whom were referred the feveral petitions of Nicholas
read, and
KreU, and others, made a further report in part, which was
Ordered to lie on the table.
fecond
The petition of Zebulon Butler, read November 17th, was read the
Ordered, That
report thereon.

be referred

it

The committee

to

Mr. Lewis, Mr. Clingan and Mr.

appointed for the purpofe, reported a

bill,

Schott, to

entituled

"

A

" Supplement to the AB> entituled « An Ad for regulating the meafurement
which was read
«<
of corn, and fait imported into the port of Philadelphia,"
the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
« An AB to alter and
Agreeably to the order of the day, the bill, entituled
a loan-office for
"
opening
« amend an acl, entituled
An A& for erecting and
« the fum of fifty thoufand pounds," was read the third time, and debated by
:

paragraphs.
Ordered, That

On

,

.

it

.

.

law.
be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

motion,

reading of the bill, enOrdered, That to-morrow be affigned for the third
afcertaining and con"
for
An
Supplement to an AJl, entituled
tituled "
« firming to certain perfons, called Connecticut Claimants, the lands by them
therein men««
within the county of Luzerne, and for other purpofes

Ad

A

claimed

"

day.
tioned," and that it.be the order for the

Adjourned

until half paft nine o'clock

to-morrow, A.

Tuefday, November 10, 1787.

M.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.
,
,
P '"„'."-i
the inhabitants of Pitt/burgh and
petition from a committee, chofen by
referring to the petitions to former
the neighbouring country, was read,
the counties of Weftmoreland
Houfes of Affembly, and praying that parts of
and on motion, and by
county
new
and Wafiington may be erected into a
fecond time.
fpecial order, the fame was read the
Clymer, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Loivrey, Mr.
Mr.
to
referred
Ordered, That it be

The Houfe met

A

-,

G.

Feijler,

Mr.

Findley,

Schott,

to report thereon.

A

from

Mr.

Irvine,

Mr. M'Dowell,

Mr.

Philips and

U

Mr.

ejtmorethe inhabitants of the county of
in and for the fa.d county may be
read, praying the feat of juftice
as being the molt eligible p ace for
fixed and eftabliihed at Hannds-town,
on motion, and by lpecial order,
that purpofe within the fame county; and
the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered,

petition

Wwas

a

number of

\

[

<*

S

]

the petitions of a fimilar tenor reOrdered That the fame, together with
Affembly, be referred to the laft named
maining on the files of the General
.•„'„'.
committee, to report thereon.
r
Efqmre, inclofing certain papers
Woods,
George
A letter from the Honorable
of Lewis Kaffelman, read in the late Houie Septem,

.

controverting the petition
the chair, read, and
ber 7th laft, was prefented to
table.
. f
Ordered to lie on the
Zebulon Butler,
of
petition
the
on
The committee appointed yefterday,
'

_

made

which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
report,

_

the petitions of Nicholas
Th= report of the committee, read yeftcrday, on
in part adopted,
refolution
and the
Krehl and others, was read the fecond time,
as follows,

viz.

.,.

Refohed That David Woelper, the corps of

,

v

,

1 1
invalids, Nicholas Krehl,

r\
Da-

Swan, Henry Brink and
Murphy, John Wiley, John Wilfon and Richard
have leave to withdraw their
William Van Gorder, and John Conrad Latour,

rnel

refpedtive peticions.

.

f
the claim of
the refidue of the faid report, relative to
.

Ordered, That
ham Lukens, be re-committed.

'

Abra-

bill, entitulea « An
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a
« Ac! for erecting a certain diftridt of country, in which the court-houfe in
« Chefler county /lands, into a county town;' which was read; and on motion,
the fecond time, and debated by paand by fpecial 'order, the fame was read

ragraphs.
Ordered, That
coniideration.

.

*%•

c
public
be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed for
,

.

it

.
1
...
.,
,.„
a
appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled
Adt for raifing, by way of lottery, the
<< Supplement to an aB, entituled
the public roads leading
*i
of forty-two thoufand dollars, for improving
this ftate, and towards
of
parts
« from the city of Philadelphia to the weftern
and
« the improving the navigation of the river Schuylkill;' which was read;
the fame was read the fecond time, and deon motion, and by fpecial order,
bated by paragraphs.
for public
That it be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed

A

,

The committee

"An

mm

.

Ordered,

confideration.

,

The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported
« Act to incorporate and endow an academy or public
« Reading in the county of Berks," which was read;
the fecond time, and
fpecial order, the fame was read
and in the mean
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed,
confideration.

.

,

An

a bill, entituled

fchool in the borough of

and on motion, and by
debated by paragraphs.
time printed for public
.

"An
.

\

n.

c

Act tor reaB, entituled
The bill,
of Fhtport
« gulatinz the meafurement of corn, and fait imported into the
« ladeMia" was read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs
printed for public
That it be tranfcribed, and in the mean time
entituled

"

A Supplement

to the

Ordered,

confideration.

motion of Mr. FAME?, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,
of the bill, enOr<W, That to-morrow be affigned for the third reading and that it be
«
A£i to encourage the manufactures of this fiate,
tituled

On

^

the order for that day.

,

0n
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motion,

That

ertd,

A

equaled "

Tbttrfday next be affigned for the third reading of the biiJ,

to an acl, entituled " An Act for afcertaining
confirming to certain- perfons, called Connecticut Claimants, the lands by
" them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for other purpoles there" in mentioned," and that it be the order for that day.
Adjourned until half paft nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

Supplement

**

Wednefday^ November 21, 1787.
The Houfe met

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

A petition from John Ettwein and John Meder, on behalf of the members
of the Epifcopal Church of the United Brethren, who have formed themfelves into a lociety for

propagating the gofpel among the heathen, praying to
and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame

be incorporated, was read
was read the fecond time.

-,

That the prayer thereof be granted.
Petitions from 753 inhabitants of the counties of Wejlmoreland, JVaJJjington
and Fayette, read in the late Houfe September 13th laft, were prefented to the
chair, and read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame were read the
Ordered,

fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Loivrey,

Mr. G. Heijler, Mr.
Mr. Schott, to report

A

Find/ey,

Mr.

Irvine,

Mr. M'Dowell, Mr.

and

Philips

thereon.

from 93 inhabitants of the county of Waflnngton was read, prayand on
ing the fouthern parts of the fame may be erected into a new county
motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the lafl: named committee, to report
petition

;

thereon.

The memorial

of the College of Phyficians of the city of Philadelphia,
read November 14th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Logan, Mr. Foulke, Mr.
Chapman and Mr. Rittenhoufe, to report thereon.
On motion of Mr. Lollar, feconded by Mr. Rittenhoufe,
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, for apportioning to the city of Philadelphia, and to each county within this commonwealth, their feveral and refpective (hares or proportions of fixty thoufand acres
of public land, referved for the ufe of public fchools by acl: of General Affembly, pafled the feventh day of April, one thoufand feven hundred and
and for caufing the faid city and each county to pay the neceffary
eighty-lix
expences attending the taking up their refpeclive proportions of the fame.
Ordered, That Mr. Peters, Mr. M'Lene, Mr. Lollar, Mr. Rittenhoufe and
Mr. Clark be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing
;

refolution.

The committee
inhabitants of the

appointed yefterday, on the petition of a number of the
read,
county of
eft mor eland, made report, which was

W

and
Ordered

to lie

on the table.

The committee on ways and means made
Ordered

to lie

report,

which was

read, and

on the table.

.The

—

5
1

1
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The committee,

to

whom

was

]
November 13th, the

referred,

" An Acl to enable aliens to furchafe
" to lend money upon mortgages and
made report, which was read, and

bill, entituled
real ejlates within, this commonwealth, and
other fecurities, at a reafanable interejl,"

on the table.
appointed October 29th, on that part of the meffage relative
to the expediency of grafting a further time for the application of the officers
and foldiers of the late Pennfylvania line to draw for and take up lands, made
report, which was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was
read the fecond time.- Whereupon
Rejolved, That a committee be appointed, to bring in a bill for that purOrdered

to lie

The committee

pofe.

That Mr.

Ordered,

.The

"

conformably

Mr.

Willing and

Mr. Barr, be

a

committee, to

foregoing refolution.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the bill, entituled " An Act
the manufactures of this jlatef was read the third time.
Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be poftponed.

bring in a
**

Will,

bill

An Acl

to

encourage

Richard Wells and John Clifford the
or portion of the flnp Anna, lately forfeited to the fate," was read the
entituled

bill,

JJjare

"

to the

fecond time.

to ve/l in

Whereupon

was moved by Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. M'Dowell,
To postpone the further confideration of the faid bill until to-morrow.
And on the queftion, " Wilt the Houfe agree to the poflponement f" the
Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. M'Calmont and Mr. M'Dowell, and were
It

—

as follow,

viz.

YEAS.
1

16 John Irvine,

William Will,

2 William Mitchell,
3 Jojeph Reed,
4 Jojeph Lilley,
5

David

Mitchell,

6 Thomas Beale,
7 Thomas Kennedy,
8

John

Oliver,

9 David Davis,
ip Jojeph Sands,
Philip Kreemer,'

1

12 Peter Burkhalter,
1

3

John Piper,

14 William Findley,
James Barr,
1

N A

_Y

YEAS.
17 John M'Dowell,
3

8

James

Allifon,

19 Alexander Wright,
20 John Flenniken,
2

1

Theopbilus Philips,

22 John Gilchreef,
23 James M'Lene,
24 James M'Calmont,
25 Jacob Reiff,^
26 Benjamin Rittenhoufe,
27 Peter Richards,
28 Jacob Miley,
29 Robert Clark,
30 Hugh Davifon.

NAYS.

S.

7 Gerardus Wynkoop,
John Chapman,
9 Samuel Foulke,

George Clymer,
1
2 Thomas Fitzjimonf,

8

3 Jacob Hiltzheimer,

4 William Lewis,
5 William Robirfon, jun.
6 Richard Peters,

10 Valentine Upp,
Robert Ralfton,
12 James Moore,
1

NAYS.

3
9

1

[

i
j
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NAYS.

NAYS.
1

14
15

16
17
1

8

1

'Jacob Erb,

Richard Thomas,
Samuel Evans,
Richard Willing,
Town/end Whelen,
Alexander Lowrey,

2

Adam

26 Robert hollar,

22 John Hopkins,
23

David

M'Clellan,

24 Thomas Clingan,
25 ^o^z White,

Hubley,
Jo/eph Work,

27

j^/37j Ptf#/ Schott.

20 James Clemfbn,
So

it

was determined

Adjourned

in the affirmative.

until nine o'clock

Ihurfday^
The Houfe met

to-morrow,

A.

M.

November 22, 1787*

A.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

A remonftrance and petition from the Managers of the Houfe of Employment
and the Overfeers of the Poor of the city of Philadelphia, and diftricls conne&ed
therewith, was read, fuggefKng divers alterations and amendments to the Poor
laws now in force, and praying the fame may be taken into confideration ;
and on motion, and by fpecial order the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the members for the city and county of
Philadelphia, to report thereon.

A

petition

from

feveral

members of

a

committee of the public creditors was

read, remonftrating againft the bill, entituled

"

A Supplement

to

an

acl,

enti-

" An

"

tukd,
A«5t for afcertaining and confirming to certain perlbns, called
Connecticut Claimants, the lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for other purpofes therein mentioned," praying that fo much of
the laid bill, as directs the payment of the equivalent to the Pennfyhania

"
"

Claimants of lands in the county of Luzerne out of the funds heretofore appropriated, may not be pafTed into a law.

Ordered to

lie

The committee,

on the
to

table.

whom

was re-committed, November 13th, the report
made report, which was

on the petition of John Elder and Robert Sievenjon,
read, and

Ordered to

The

lie

on the table.
committee on ways and means, read yefterday, was read

report of the

the fecond time.
And in debating the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That an additional duty of two-pence per-gallon be laid on Madeira
wine j that an additional duty of one-fenny per gallon be laid on all wines imported in calks, other than Madeira wine; that an additional duty of one. foilling per dozen be laid on all wines imported in bottles ; that an additional
duty of one'penny per pound be laid on all bohea teas imported ; that an additional duty of three-pence per pound be laid on all teas imported, other than
bohea teas; that an additional duty of one-penny per pound belaid on all
coffee imported.
It

was moved by Mr. Peters, feconded by Mr. Clymer,

To

add, at the end of the faid refolution, the words,
duty of fix-pence per bujhel be laid on all Jalt imported."

" That

an additional

On

711

25
3

I

3

—

On
were

«9

the Yeas and Nays
the queftion— " Will the Houfe agree to thefame?"
by Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Clemfon, and were as follow, viz.

called

YEAS.

YEAS.
1

9 Richard Thomas,
I o Samuel Evans,
I I Richard Willing,
1
Townfend Whelen,

George Clymer,

2 Thomas Fitzfimons,
3 yacob Hiltzheimer,
4 William Lewis,
5 William Will,
6 John Salter,

7 Richard Peters,
8 Gerardus Wynkoop,

1

Alexander Lowrey s

14

Adam

1

y?/^>/6 /F<?/£.

1 George Logan,
2 John Chapman,

24

P<?/Vr Trexler, jun«

25 P^zVr Burkhalter,
26 y^« Piper,

3 Samuel Foulke,
4 Valentine Upp,

7 James

Clemfbn,

27 Jo/fo White,
28 William Find/ey,
29 James Barr,
30 y^» Irvine,

8

£><*,

31

5 Robert Raljlon,
6 James Moore,

3W

9 John Hopkins,
10 William Mitchell,
1
David M'Clellan,

12 Jofeph
1

Hubley,

NAYS.

NAYS.

jfy/fo

M'Dotve/f,

32 James

Allifon,

33 Alexander Wright

34 yo/'/z Flenniken,
35 Theophilus Philips,
36 j^6« Gilchreefl,
37 James M'Lene,
38 James M'Calmont,

Lilley,

Reed,
3 Jojeph

14 Thomas Clingan,
15 David Mitchell,
1 6 Thomas Beak,
Thomas Kennedy,
1

39

7*^ £<#"»

40 Robert

Lollar,

19 Jofeph Heijler,

41 Benjamin Rittenhoufe?
42 P^/£T Richards,

20 Gabriel Heijler,

43 j"7

18 yo^tf Oliver,

2

David Davis,

22 Jofeph Sands,
23 Philip Kreemer,
So

\

it

Miley,

45 J^/z Prf»/ Schott,
46 Hag->6 Davifon.

was carried in the negative.

The Houfe
follows,

44

^

Robert Clark,

then fully debated the faid report, and adopted the fame, as

*?/&.

The committee on ways

and means report,——
That having obtained from the Comptroller-General a ftatement of the
debts and revenues of the commonwealth, they find,
That the de~bts now due, and that will become due
o o
in the year 1788, amount to
:
j£ 3»25Q,947

And

that the engagements of the flate for the year

1788,

amount

exclufive of the requifition
to

of Congrefs,

£

47S>7° 6

°

°

The
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of Congrefs for the year 1788 amounts to 358,696 dollars
254,100 dollars in fpecie.
The means relied on for the eventual payment of the principal, and the
requifition

in facilities, and

payment of the annual

intereft and expences, are
balance that will be due from the United States upon the final adjuftment of accounts.
2d. The public lands.
3d. The arrears of purchafe money due for lands bought of the late pro-

The

1 ft.

prietaries.

4th. Arrears of taxes due to the

And

commonwealth.

The

annual taxes and revenues.
With refpecl to the firft, no computation can be formed with any certainty.
But fuppofing this ftate to have furnifhed fupplies during the war in the fame
proportion with the other ftates, and admitting it to be chargeable with its
proportion of the exifting debt, foreign and domeftic, it would {land nearly
5th.

as follows

:

Amount

The
The

of debt due by the United States,

-

proportion of Pennfylvania, one eighth,
ftate

States

has poflefled

to

itfelf

of

certificates

amount of 6,196,368

dollars,

Dol. 38,000,000
-

Dol. 4,750,000

of the United

which exceeds

her proportion,
Balance of intereft due, after difcharging the requifition
of 1787,
-;
'

;

Dol. 1,446,368

380,264
Dol. 1,826)632

moreover, be entitled to an annual intereft of 86,752 dollars upon the above fum of 1,446,368 dollars, over and above her full quota of the
intereft on the foreign and domeftic debt.
It may be remarked here, that Congrefs have already fold fome millions of
acres of the public lands, which of courie leflens the debt due by the United
Neverthelefs, we are
States, and increafes the balance due to Pennjyfoania.
called upon for our full proportion of the intereft of the foreign debt, and of
the expence of the fcedcral government.
and thefe mflft no
The fecond means mentioned is the public lands,
doubt produce a conliderable fum ; but as certificates are made receivable for
the payment, and the quantity offered by the United States, as well as the
individual ftates, is great, this can only operate hereafter towards the redemp-

She

will,

tion of the capital.

The

third fund

is

the arrears of purchafe

money due

to the late proprie-

the extent of which has never been afcertained, but is faid to be consiThree fourths of it is by law made receiveable in certificates, the
other one fourth in the money of 1780, fo that this can only operate to the

taries,

derable.

redemption of the capital.
A iourth revenue relied on is the arrears of taxes, which is ftated to
amount to £380,419. Thefe appear to be due in very unequal proportions by
the different counties in the itate ; and the committee have rcafon to believe
that there are great neglects in the peribns appointed to the collection, and
that large fums which have been collected are with-hcld irom the public treafury.

7*

t

]

By the means now in operation, and fome improvements which may
be adopted, the committee are informed that there may be relied on for the
enfuing year, from this fund,
7S>°°°

fury.

£

•

Annual

tax

upon property,

Duty on tonnage and

palfengers,

Produce of the excife,
Duty on fales at auction,
Tavern and marriage licences,
Court fines and forfeitures,
Fees of the Secretary and land-office,
Tax upon writs,

On
On

pleafurable carriages,

The

-

-

import,

Debts due

-

-

to the (late,

-

-

made upon

returns from the
prefumed that payments will be made from that time to the 3 lit December next, to amount of

eftimate of arrears being

treafury to

the

lit

November,

it

is

40,000

o

o

[
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The committee,

not having the means of eftimating accurately the produce
of thefe duties, alfo recommend, that if the fum raifed therefrom fhall not be
fufficient, that the Houfe agree to lay other duties, to make good the deficiency.

In conformity with which the committee fubmit the following refolutions.
Refohed, That a committee be appointed, to report a plan for the better
collection of the taxes.
Ordered, That Mr. Robin/on, Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Findley be a committee,
for the purpofe contained in the foregoing refolution.
Refohed, That the duties on Excife be doubled.
Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Evans, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. M'Lene, and Mr.
LoIIar be a committee, to bring in a bill for that purpofe.
Refohed, That an additional duty of two-pence per gallon be laid on Madeira -wine ; that an additional duty of one-penny per gallon be laid on all wines
imported in callcs, other than Madeira wine ; that an additional duty of one
jhilling per dozen be laid on all wines imported in bottles ; that an additional
duty of one -penny per pound be laid on all bohea teas imported; that an additional duty of three-pence per pound be laid on all teas imported, other than
bohea teas ; that an additional duty of one-penny per pound be laid on all coffee imported.
Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Fitzfimons and Mr. Logan be a commitee,
to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
Refohed, That the duties aforefaid be fpecially appropriated for the diicharge of this ftate's quota of the expence of the Fcederal Government, and
for defraying the expence of the troops to be raifed for quieting the difturbances at Wyoming, and fhall continue for one year only.
Refohed, That a committee be appointed, to report a plan for the better
collection of the Excife.
Ordered, That Mr. Fitzfimons, Mr. Refers and Mr. Findley be a committee,
for the purpofe contained in the foregoing refolution.
Refohed, That if the funds propofed by the foregoing refolutions fhall
be found deficient, the Houfe will make good, by other funds, fuch deficiency.

On motion

of Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Findley,
Ordered, That the proceedings of the late Fcederal Convention, containing
the conftitution by them propofed for the government of the United States,
as officially tranfmitted from the United States in Congrefs affembled by the
honorable Executive Council, with their meffage of OSlober 27th laft, be inferted on the journals of this Houfe.

WE,

the People of the United States, in order to form a more perfect
union, eflablifh juftice, infure domeftic tranquility, provide for the
common defence, promote the general welfare, and fecure the bleffmgs of liberty to ourfelves and our pofterity, do ordain and eftablifh this
Constitution for the United States of America.

ARTICLE
1.

ALL

grefs of the

United

Seclion

I.

powers herein granted fhall be verted in a Conwhich fhall confift of a Senate and Houfe of Re-

legislative

States,

prefentatives.
Seel.

;

[
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The Houfe

of Reprefentatives (hall be compofed of members chofen every fecond year by the people of thefeveral ftates, and the electors in each
ftate fhall have the qualifications requilite for electors of the moft numerous
branch of the ftate legiflature.
No perfon fhall be a reprefentative, who mail not have attained the age of
twenty-five years, and been (even years a citizen of the United States, and who
mail not, when elected, be an inhabitant of that date in which he mail be
chofen.
Reprefentatives and direct taxes mall be apportioned among the feveral ftates
which may be included within this Union, according to their refpedtive numbers, which fhall be determined by adding to the whole number of free perfons, including thofe bound to fervice for a term of years, and excluding InThe actual enumeration
dians not taxed, three fifths of all other perfons.
fhall be made within three years after the firft meeting of the Congrefs of the
United States, and within every fubfequent term of ten years, in fuch manner
The number of reprefentatives fhall not exceed
as they fhall by law direct.
one for every thirty thoufand, but each flate fhall have at leaft one reprefentative ; and until fuch enumeration mail be made, the ftate of New-Hampfhire
mall be entitled to chufe three, MafTachufetts eight, Rhode-lfland and Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New- York fix, New-Jerfey four,
Pennfylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland fix, Virginia ten, North-Carolina five, South-Carolina five, and Georgia three.
When vacancies happen in the reprefentation from any ftate, the executive
authority thereof fhall iffue writs of election to fill fuch vacancies.
The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall choofe their Speaker and other officers
and fhall have the fole power of impeachment.
SeSi. 3. The Senate of the United States fhall be compofed of two fenators
from each ftate, chofen by the legiflature thereof for fix years ; and each fenator fhall have one vote.
Immediately after they fhall be affembled in confequence of the firft election,
they fhall be divided as equally as may be into three claffes.
The feats of the
fenators of the firft clafs fhall be vacated at the expiration of the fecond year,
of the fecond clafs at the expiration of the fourth year, and of the third clafs
at the expiration of the fixth year, fo that one third may be chofen every fecond year ; and if vacancies happen, by refignation or otherwife, during the
recefs of the legiflature of any ftate, the executive thereof may make temporary appointments until the next meeting of the legiflature, which fhall then
fill fuch vacancies.
No perfon fhall be a fenator, who fhall not have attained to the age of thirty
years, and been nine years a citizen of the United States, and who fhall not,
when elected, be an inhabitant of that ftate for which he fhall be chofen.
The Vice-Prefident of the United States fhall be Prefident of the Senate, but
fhall have no vote, unlefs they be equally divided.
The Senate fhall choofe their other officers, and alfo a Prefident pro ternfore, in the abfence of the Vice-Prefident, or when he fhall exercife the office
of Prefident of the United States.
The Senate fhall have the fole power to try all impeachments. When
fitting for that purpofe, they fhall be on oath or affirmation.
When the Prefident of the United States is tried, the Chief Juftice fhall prefide
And no
perfon fhall be convicted without the concurrence of two thirds of the mem-

SeB. 2.

:

bers prefent.

T

Judg-

Judgment, In cafes of impeachment, fhall not extend further than to removal from office, and difqualificatibn to hold and enjoy any office of honor,
truft or profit, under the United Mates; hut the party convicted fhall neverthelefs be liable and fubject to indictment, trial, judgment and punifhment,
according to law.
Serf. 4.

The

times, places and

manner of holding

elections for fenators

and

reprefentatives fhall be prefcribed in each flate by the legiflature thereof;

but
any
time
by
law
alter
make or
fuch regulations, except
the Congrefs may at
as to the places of chooling Senators.
The Congrefs fhall affemble at leaft once in every year, and fuch meeting
fhall be on the firit Monday in December, unlefs they fhall by law appoint
a different day.

Each houfe fhall be the judge of the elections, returns and qualifications of its own members, and a majority of each fhall conffitute a quorum
to do bufinefs; but a fmaller number may adjourn from day to day, and may
be authorifed to compel the attendance of abfent members, in fuch manner,
SeSi. 5.

and under fuch penalties, as each houfe may provide.
Each houfe may determine the rules of its proceedings, punifh its members
for diforderly behaviour, and, with the concurrence of two thirds, expel a

member.
Each houfe

fhall

keep a journal of

its

proceedings,

and from time to time

judgment require fepublifh the fame, excepting fuch parts as may
crecy ; and the veas and nays of the members of either houfe on any queftion
fhall, at the defire of one fifth of thofe prefent, be entered on the journal.
Neither houfe, during the feifion of Congrefs, fhall, without the confent
of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other place than
that in which the two houfes fhall be fitting.
in their

The

fenators and reprefentatives fhall receive a compenfation for
their fervices, to be afcertained by law, and paid out of the treafury of the
United btates. They mail in all cafes, except treafon, felony and breach of
the peace, be privileged from arreft during their attendance at the leffion of
Se£l. 6.

and in going to and returning from the fame; and for
any fpeech or debate, in either houfe, they fhall not be queftioned in any
their refpective'houles,

other place.

No fenator or reprefentative fhall, during the time for which he was elected,
be appointed to any civil office under the authority of the United States, which
fh ill have been created, or the emoluments whereof fhall have been encreafed,
during fuch time; and no perfon holding any office under the United States
fhall be a member of either houfe during his continuance in office.
Sefl. 7. All bills for railing revenue fhall originate in the houfe of reprefentatives; but the lenate may propofe or concur with amendments, as oh
other

bills.

which fhall have pafTed the houfe of reprefentatives and the fenate
before it become a law, be prefented to the prefident of the United

Every
fh .ill,

bill

he approve, he fhail fi^n it; but if not, he fhall return it, with
his objections, to that houfe in which it fhall have originated, who fhall enter
the objections at large on their journal, and proceed to re-coniider it. If, after
fuch re-c nfideration, two thirds of that houfe mall agree to paf the bill, it
fhall be fent, together with the objections, to the other houfe, by which it
fhall hktwife be re-confidered, and, if approved by two thirds of that houfe,
it fhall become a law.
But in all fuch cafes, the votes of both houfes fhall
be
States;

if

;

;

;

;;

[

;
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be determined by yeas and nays, and tbe names of tbe perfons voting for and
againft the bill thall be entered on the journal of each houfe refpechvely.
If
any bill fliall not be returned by the Prefident within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it (ball have been prefented to him, the f me fli.dl be a law, i n
like manner as if he had figned it, unlets the Congrefs, by their adjournment,
prevent its return, in which cafe it fliall not be a law.
Every order, refolution or vote, to which the concurrence of the fenate and
houfe of r-prefentatives may be neceffary (except on a queftion of adjournment) fliall be prefented to the Prefident of the United States, and, before the
fame (hall take effect, fliall be approved by him, or, being difapproved by
him, fliall be re-paffed by two thirds of the fenate and houfe of reprefentatives, according to the rules and limitations prefcribed in the cafe of a bill.
SeSi. 8. The Congrefs fliall have power
To lay and collect taxes, duties, imports and excifes, to pay the debts, and
provide for the common defence and general welfare of the United States;
but all duties, imports and excifes, fliall be uniform throughout the United
States;

To
To

borrow money on the credit of the United States
regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the

feveral rtates,

and with the Indian tribes ;
To eftablifli an uniform rule of naturalization, and uniform laws on the
fubject of bankruptcies, throughout the United States ;
To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, and fix
the ftandard of weights and meafures ;
To provide for the punifhment of counterfeiting the fecurities and current
coin of the United States

To
To

and port- road s
promote the progrefs of fcience and ufeful arts, by fecuring for limited
times, to authors and inventors, the exclufive right to their refpective writings
eftablifli port-offices

and difcoveries;

To
To

conftitute tribunals inferior to the

fupreme court;
committed on the high

define and punifli piracies and felonies

feas,

and

offences againft the law of nations

To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprifal, and make rules concerning captures on land and water
To raife and fupport armies ; but no appropriation of money to that ufe
fliall be for a longer term than two years;
To provide and maintain a navy ;

To make

rules for the

government and regulation of the land and naval

forces

To

provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the union,

fupprefs infurredlions, and repel invafions

;

To

provide for organizing, arming, and difciplining the militia, and for
governing fuch parf of them as may be employed in the fervice of the United
States; referving to the 'ftates, refpedively, the appointment of the officers,
and the authority of training the militia according to the difcipline prefcribed

by Congrefs

To

;

exercife exclufive legiflation, in

all

cafes whatfoever, over fuch diftrict,

(not exceeding ten miles lquare) as may, by ceffion of particular fiates, and
the acceptance of Congreis, become the feat of the government of the United
States ; and to exeruie like authority over all places purchafed by the confent
of

(
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which the fame

(hall be,

for the erection of

—

And
magazines, arfenals, dock-yards, and other needful buildings ;
and
proper
carrying
into
neceffary
for
exTo make all laws which mall be
ecution the foregoing powers, and all other powers vefted by this conftitution
in the government of the United States, or in any department or officer

forts,

thereof.

The

migration or importation of fuch perfons as any of the ftates
think proper to admit, fhall not be prohibited by the Connow
grefs prior to the year one thouland eight hundred and eight; but a tax or duty may be impofed on fuch importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each
Seel. 9.

exifting fhall

perfon.

The privilege of the writ
when in cafes of rebellion or

No
No

of habeas corpus

fhall

not be fufpended, unlefs

invafion the public fafety

may

require

it.

bill of attainder or ex pojl faclo law fhall be paffed.
capitation or other direct tax fhall be laid, unlefs in proportion to the

cenfus or enumeration herein before directed to be taken.
No tax or duty fhall be laid on articles exported from any ftate. No preference fhall be given by any regulation of commerce or revenue to the ports
of one ftate over thofe of another nor fhall veffels bound to, or from, one
ftate, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in another.
No money mail be drawn from the treafury, but in confequence of appropriations made by law; and a regular ftatement and account of the receipts
and expenditures of all public money fhall be publifhed from time to time.
And no perNo title of nobility mail be granted by the United States
without
the confent
under
them
fhall,
truft
profit
or
of
office
holding
any
fon
emolument,
title,
of any
prefent,
office,
or
any
of
of the Congrefs, accept
kind whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign ftate.
Seel. 10. No ftate fhall enter into any treaty, alliance or confederation ;
grant letters of marque and reprifal ; coin money; emit bills of credit; make
any thin^ but gold and filver coin a tender in payment of debts ; pafs any bills
of attainder, ex pojl faclo law, or law impairing the obligation of contracts,
:

:

—

of nobility.
No ftate fhall, without the confent of the Congrefs, lay any impoft or duties on imports or exports, except what may be abfolutely neceffary for executing its infpection laws ; and the nett produce of all duties and imports laid
by any ftate on imports or exports fhall be for the ufe of the treafury of the
United States ; and all fuch laws fhall be fubject to the revifion and controul
No ftate fhall, without the confent of Congrefs, lay any
of the Congrefs.
duty of tonnage, keep troops or mips of war in time of peace, enter into any
agreement or compact with another ftate, or with a foreign power, or engage
in war, unlefs actually invaded, or in fuch imminent danger as will not admit
or grant any

title

of delay.

ARTICLE

II.

executive power fhall be vefted in a Prefident of the United
He fhall hold his office during the term of four years,
States of America.
and, together with the Vice-Prefident, chofen for the fame term, be elected
Seel.

1

.

as fellows

The

:

appoint, in fuch manner as the legiflature thereof may direct, a number of electors, equal to the whole number of Senators and Representatives to which the ftate may be entitled in the Congrefs : But no
Senator

Each

ftate fhall
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Senator or Reprefentative, or perfon holding an office of truft or profit under
the United States, (hall be appointed an elector.

The

meet

and vote by ballot for two
peribns, of whom one at leait (hall not be an inhabitant of the fame (late
with themfelves. And they (hall make a lift of all the perfons voted for, and
of the number of votes for each ; which lift they lhall lign and certify, and
electors (hall

in their refpective ftates,

tranfmit fealed to the feat of the government of the Un-ited States, directed to
The Preiident of the Senate fnall, in the prethe Prefident of the Senate.
fence of the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives, open all the certificates,
and the votes (hall then be counted.
The perfon having the greateft number
of votes (hall be the Preiident, if fuch number be a majority of the whole

number of

more than one who have fuch
majority, and have an equal number of votes, then the Houfe of Reprefentatives (hall immediately choofe by ballot one of them for Prefident
and if
no perfon have a majority, then from the five higheft on the lift the faid
Houfe (hall in like manner choofe the Prefident. But in choofing the Preelectors appointed

;

and

if

there be

;

fident,

the votes

having one vote

(hall
;

members from two

be taken by

ftates,

the Reprefentation from each ftate

quorum

for this purpofe (hall confift of a member or
thirds of the ftates, and a majority of all the ftates (hall

a

be necefiary to a choice.
In every cafe, after the choice of the Prefident, the
perfon having the greateft number of votes of the electors lhali be the VicePrefident.
But if there ihould remain two or more who have equal votes,
the Senate (hall choofe from them by ballot the Vice- Prefident.
The Congrefs may determine the time of choofing the electors, and the
day on which they (hall give their votes ; which day (hall be the fame
throughout the United States.
No perfon, except a natural born citizen, or a citizen of the United States
at the time of the adoption of this conftitution, (hall be eligible to the office
of Prefident ; neither lhall any perfon be eligible to that office, who (hall not
have attained to the age of thirty-five years, and been fourteen years a refident within the United States.
In cafe of the removal' of the Prefident from office, or of his death, refignation, or inability to difcharge the powers and duties of the faid office, the
fame (hall devolve on the Vice-Prefident, and the Congrefs may by law provide for the cafe of removal, death, refignation or inability, both of the Prefident and Vice-Prefident, declaring what officer (hall then act as Prefident,
and fuch officer (hall act accordingly, until the difability be removed, or a
Prefident (hall be elected.
The Prefident (hall, at ftated times, receive for his fervices a compenfation,
which (hall neither be encreafed or diminiftied during the period for which
he (hall have been elected, and he (hall not receive within that period any
other emolument from the United States, or any of them.
Before he enter on the execution of his office, he lhall take the following
oath or affirmation ;
" I do folemnly fwear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the office
of Prefident of the United States, and will, to the bed of my ability, preferve, protect and defend the conftitution of the United States."
SeEi. 2. The Prefident (hall be commander in chief of the army and navy
of the United States, and of the militia of the feveAl ftates, when called into the actual fervice of the United States ; he may require the opinion, in
writing, of the principal officer in each of the executive departments, upon

U

any

C
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the duties of their refpe&ive offices, and he fhall have
power to grant reprieves and pardons for offences againft the United States,

any

fubjetf: relating to

except in cafes of impeachment.
He fhall have power, by and with the advice and confent of the Senate,
to make treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators prefent concur; and he
fhall nominate, and, by and with the advice and confent of the Senate, fhall
appoint Ambaffadors, other public Minifters and Confuls, Judges of the fupreme court, and all other officers of the United States, whole appointments
are not herein otherwife provided for, and which fhall be eftablifhed by law :
But the Congrefs may by law veft the appointment of fuch inferior officers as
they think proper in the Prefident alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads

of departments.
Prefident fhall have power to fill up all vacancies that may happen
during the recefs of the Senate, by granting commiffions, which fhall expire

The

end of their next feffion.
He fhall from time to time give to the Congrefs information of
the ftate of the union, and recommend to their confideration fuch meafures as
he fhall judge neceffary and expedient ; he may, on extraordinary occafions,
convene both Houfes, or either of them, and in cafe of difagreement between
them, with refpect to the time of adjournment, he may adjourn them to fuch
time as he fhall think proper ; he fhall receive Ambaffadors and other public
Minifters ; he fhall take care that the laws be faithfully executed, and fhall
commiffion all the officers of the United States.
Sett. 4. The Prefident, Vice-Prefident, and all civil officers of the United
States, fhall be removed from office on impeachment for, and conviction of,
treafon, bribery, or other high crimes and mifdemeanors.
at the

Sett. 3.

ARTICLE

III.

The judicial power

of the United States fhall be vefted in one fufuch
inferior
preme
courts as the Congrefs may from time to
time ordain and eftablifh. The judges, both of the fupreme and inferior
courts, mall hold their offices during good behaviour, and fhall, at ftated
times, receive for their fervices a compeniation, which fhall not be diminifhed
during their continuance in office.
Sett. 2. The judicial power fhall extend to all cafes in law and equity, arifing under this conftitution, the laws of the United States, and treaties made,
or which fhall be made, under their authority; to all cafes affecting Ambaffadors, other public Minifters and Confuls ; to all cafes of Admiralty and
Sett. 1.

court, and

in

which the United States fhall be a
party; to controverfies between two or more ftates, between a ftate and citizens of another ftate, between citizens of different ftates, between citizens
of the fame ftate claiming lands under grants of different ftates, and between
Maritime Juriidiction

;

to controverfies to

a ftate, or the citizens thereof, and foreign ftates, citizens or fubjects.
In all cafes affecting Ambaffadors, other 'public Minifters and Confuls,

and thofe in which a
nal jurifdiction.

In

be party, the fupreme court fhall have origithe other cafes before mentioned, the fupreme court

ftate fhall
all

have appellate jurifdiction, both as to law and fact, with fuch excep2nd under fuch regulations, as the Congrefs fhall make.
The trial of all crimes, except in cafes of impeachment, fhall be by jury ;
md fuch trial fhall be held in the ftate where the faid crimes fhall have been

fhall

tions,

com-

:

t
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but when not committed within any ftate, the trial fhall be at
;
fuch place or places as the Congrefs may by law have directed.
Sett. 3. Treafon againft the United States (hall confift only, in levying
war againft them, or in adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort.
No perfon mall be convicted of treafon, unlefs on the teflimony of

committed

fame overt act, or on confeflion in open court.
The Congrefs mall have power to declare the punifhment of treafon, but

two witncifes

to the

no attainder of treafon mall work corruption of blood, or
during the

life

forfeiture, except

of the perfon attainted.

ARTICLE

IV.

Full faith and credit mall be given in each ftate to the public acts,
records and judicial proceedings of every other ftate.
And the Congrefs may
by general laws prefcribe the manner in which fuch acts, records and proceedings mall be proved, and the effect thereof.
Sett.

1

.

Sett. 2. The citizens of each ftate mall be entitled to all privileges and
immunities of citizens in the feveral ftates.
A perfon charged in any ftate with treafon, felony, or other crime, who
fhall flee from juftice, and be found in another flate, mail, on demand of
the executive authority of the flate from which he fled, be delivered up, to
be removed to the flate having jurifdiction of the crime.
No perfon held to fervice or labour in one ftate, under the laws thereof,
efcaping into another, fhall, in confequence of any law or regulation therein,
be difcharged from fuch fervice or labour; but mall be delivered up on
claim of the party to whom fach fervice or labour may be due.
Sett. 3. New ftates may be admitted by the Congrefs into this union ; but
no new flate fliall be formed or erected within the jurifdiction of any other
flate; nor any flate be formed by the junction of two or more fiates, or parts
of fiates, without the confent of the legiflatures of the fiates concerned, as
well as of the Congrefs.
The Congrefs fliall have power to difpofe of and make all needful rules
and regulations refpecting the territory or other property belonging to the
United States ; and nothing in this conftitution fhall be fo conftrued as to
prejudice any claims of the United States, or of any particular flate.
Sett. 4. The United States fhall guarantee to every ftate in this union a
Republican form of government, and fhall protect each of them againft invafion ; and on application of the legiflature, or of the executive (when the
legiflature cannot be convened) againft domeftic violence.

ARTICLE

V.

The

Congrefs, whenever two thirds of both, houfes fhall deem it neceffary,
propofe amendments to this conftitution, or, on the application of the:
legiflatures of two thirds of the feveral ftates, fhall call a convention for proposing amendments, which, in either cafe, fhall be valid to all intents and
purpofes, as part of this conftitution, when ratified by the legiflatures of three
fourths of the feveral ftates, or by conventions in three fourths thereof, as
the one or the other mode of ratification may be propofed by the Congrefs
Provided, that no amendment which may be made prior to the year one thoufand eight hundred and eight fhall in any manner affect the firft and fourth
fhall

claufes in the ninth fection of the
its

confent, fhall be

deprwed of

its

firft

article

;

and that no

ftate,

without

equal fuffrage in the Senate.

AR-

r
L
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ARTICLE

VI.

All debts contracted and engagements entered into, before the adoption of
this conftitution, mall be as valid againfl the United States under this conftitution, as under the confederation.

This conftitution, and the laws of the United States which mall be made
in pursuance thereof, and all treaties made, of which (hall be made, under
the authority of the United States, Avail be the iupreme law of the land; and
the judges in every ftate Avail be bound thereby, any thing in the conftitution
or laws of any ftate to the contrary notwithstanding.
The Senators and Reprefentatives before mentioned, and the members of
the feveral ftate legiflatures, and all executive and judicial officers, both of
the United States and of the feveral States, ftiall be beund, by oath or affirmation, to fupport this conftitution ; but no religious teft Aiall ever be required
as a qualification to any office or public truft under the United States.

ARTICLE
The

VII.

the conventions of nine ftates Avail be fufficient for the
eftabliftiment of this conftitution between the ftates fo ratifying the fame.
ratification of

DONE

Convention, by the unanimous confent of the States prefent,
the /event eenth day of September, in the year of our Lord one thoujand
in

feven hundred and eighty-J'even, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the twelfth.
In witnefs whereof we have hereunto
fubferibed our names.

GEORGE WASHINGTON,
And

NEW-HAMPSHIRE.

President,

Deputy from Virginia.

(John Langdon,
\ Nicholas Gilman.

MASSACHUSETTS.

C Nathaniel Gorham,
\Rufus King.

CONNECTICUT.

C William

Samuel Johnjbn,
Roger
Sherman.
£

NEW-YORK.

Alexander Hamilton.

fon,

William Living

David Br early,

NEW-JERSEY.

William Patterfon,

\ Jonathan
f"

Benjamin Franklin,

Thomas
J

j

PENNSYLVANIA.

I

Dayton.

Mifflin,

Robert Morris,
George Clymer,

Thomas Fitzfmotis,
Jared Ingerfoll,
James Wiljon,
Gouverneur Morris.

DEL A-

Sx

[

]
f George Read,

DELAWARE.

J

Gunning Bedford, junior,

^ John Dickinjbn,

Richard Baffett,
Broom.
Jacob
I
I

f James M' Henry,
4 Daniel of St. Tho. Jenifer,
{_ Daniel Carrol.

MARYLAND.

c

VIRGINIA.

I

John Blair,
James Maddijon, junior,

{William

NORTH-CAROLINA,

Blount,

Richard Dobbs Spaighf,

Hugh

Williamfon.

rjohn Rut ledge,
J Charles Cote/worth Pinckney,
I Charles Pinckney,
L Pierce Butler.

SOUTH-CAROLINA.

GEORGIA.
{

Attest.

In

WILLIAM JACKSON,

CONVENTION,
R

The

William Few,
Abraham Baldwin.

Monday,
E

N

Secretary.

September

i

7 , 1787.

T.

of New-Hampfiire, Majfachufetts, ConnneSlicut,
Mr. Hamilton
hew-Tork, New-Jerfey, Pennjyhania, Delaware,
Maryland, Virginia,
North -Carolina, South-Carolina and Georgia :
ftates

Uom

RESOLVED,

TH
it

-

AT

the preceding Conftitution be laid before the
United States in
Congrefs affembled, and that it is the opinion of this
Convention, that
fhould afterwards be fubmitted to a Convention
of Delegates,

each

by the people thereof, under the recommendation
of its
for their affent and ratification ; and that each
Convention affenting

chofen in

ftate

legiflature,

and ratifying the fame, fliould give notice thereof
to the United States in Congrefs
b
to,

affembled.

Rejohed, That it is the opinion of this Convention,
that as foon as the
Conventions of nine ftates fliall have ratified this Conftitution,
the United
States in Congrefs affembled mould fix a day
on which electors mould be appointed by the flates which mall have ratified the fame,
and a day on which
the ektfors mould affemble to vote for the Prefident,
and the time and place for
commencing proceedings under this conftitution That after fuch
publication
the electors mould be appointed, and the fenators
and reprefentatives elected
That the electors mould meet on the day fixed for the election
of the Prefident, and fliould tranfmit their votes,
certified, figned, fealed and directed,
:

•

X

as

C
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the United States in Congrefs
^nftitution reouires, to the Secretary of
the time
and Reprefen'tatives (hould convene at
of the SeThat the Senators (hould appoint a Prefident
and ohce affiened
votes for
the
purpofe of receiving, opening and counting
n tfor th/fole
with the
he (hall be chofen, the Congrefs together
And, thft
Pr efi'den
delay, proceed to execute this Conihtution.
.1

^lfif^iffSS«
:

aL

Prefident, mould, without

By

the unanimous Order of the Convention,

GEORGE WASHINGTON,
WILLIAM JACKSON,
In

WE

Prefident.

Secretary.

CONVENTION,

September 17, 1787-

confideration of the United
the honor to fubmit to the
appeared
that Conftitution which has
States in Congrefs affembled,

have

now

t0

power of
have long feen and defired, that the
levying money and regulating comwar, peace and treaties, that of
ma
(hould be
authorities
thecorrefpondent executive and judicial
r efand
But the
union
the
the general government of
fUlly and effectually vefted in
is evimen
truft to one body of
impropriety of delegating fuch extenfwe
organization
dent-Hence refults the neceffity of a different
of theie itates
in the federal government
It is obvioufly impracticable
for
fovereignty to each and yet provide
to ecure al rights of independent
entering into fooety muft give up
he intereft andfafety of all—Individuals
The magnitude of the faenfice muft
the reft.
\ mare of liberty, to preferve
circumftance, as on the object to be obtained.
Sep nd a well en fituaLn and
between thofe rights
to draw with precilion the line
It is at all times difficult
which may be referved j and on the
which muft be furrendered, and thofe
was encreafed by a difference among the feveral
prefent occalion this difficulty
habits, and particular interests.
as to their fituation, extent,
ftates
that
this fubjed we kept fteadily in our view,
In 'all our deliberations on
1confo
the
of every true American
which appears to us the greateft intereft
fafety
felicity,
is involved our profpenty,
dation of our union, in which
fenoufly and
confideration,
This important
perhaps our national exiftence.
to be lefs
Convention
each ftate in the
deeply impreffed on our minds, led
magnitude, than might have been othervvife exrigid on points of inferior
prefent, is the relult 01 a
and thus the Conftitution, which we now
pected
mutual deference and conceffion, which the pecufpirit of amity, and of that
rendered indifpenfable.
liarity of our political fituation
every ftate is not perThat it will meet the full and entire approbation of
that had her interefts
haps to be expeded; but each will doubtlefs confider,
particularly difagreeabeen alone confulted, the confequences might have been
reathat it is liable to as few exceptions as could
others

W

fifftS* tf^ottuntry

m

:

_

•

5
ble or injurious to
we hope and believe ; that it may promote the
expected,
been
ibnably have
freedom and
of that country fo dear to us all, and fecure her
laftine
b welfare
happinefs,
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With

our moft ardent with.

great refpecT:,

we have

the honor

SIR,

to be,

Tour

Excellency's moft obedient

and humble Servants.

WASHINGTON,

GEORGE

By unanimous Order of

Prefident,

the Convention.

His Excellency the Prefident of Congrefs.

The

UNITED STATES
Friday,

in

CONGRESS

September 28 th,

assembled.

1787.

New-Hampfoire, Mafachufetts, Connecticut, New-York, NewNorth-Carolina, South-Carolina
Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Delaware^ Virginia,
and Georgia, and from Maryland, Mr. Rofs.

Present

CONGRESS
aflembled

having received the Report of the Convention lately

in Philadelphia,

Refolved unanimoujly,

That the

faid report,

with the refolutions and

letter

accompanying the fame, be tranfmitted to the feveral legiflatures, in order to
be fubmitted to a convention of delegates, chofen in each ftate by the people
thereof, in conformity to the refolves of the convention, made and provided

CHARLES THOMSON,

in that cafe.

«

"

Secretary.

appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An
" An Aft for the regulation of the
additional Supplement to an aft, entituled
firft
militia of the commonwealth of Pennfylvania," which was read the

The committee

time, and

Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to the chair a bill, entituled
" An Act to incorporate the fociety for propagating the gofpel among the Heathe United Brethren,
•**
then, formed by members of the Epifcopal Church of
and
** orUnitas Fratrum," which was read the firft time,
Ordered to lie on the table.
Supplement to
Agreeably to the order of the day, the bill, entituled "
Connecticut
called
*'
an act for afcertaining and conforming to certain perfons,
" Claimants, the lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for
" other purpofes therein mentioned," was read the third time, and in part de-

A

bated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That the further confederation thereof be poflponed.

Adjourned

until three o'clock,

Eodem
The Houfe met

P.

M.

I>ie.

P.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from divers inhabitants of the county of Huntingdon was
praying Standing Stone creek may be declared a public highway.
Ordered to lie on the table.

A

petition

read,

A

pe-
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Philips was read, praying he may be authorifed t&
or appointed city auctioneer, for which he offers
auction,
fell goods by public
annual fum of one thoufand dollars, exclufive of the flate duties ; and ba-

A

petition

from Jonas

an

ready to lay before a committee of this Houfe a fcheme of a
lottery, which he, upon calculation, finds will produce fifty-four thoufand
dollars within one year.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Supplement
The Houfe refumed the confideration of the bill, entituled "

he

ting, that

is

A

"

Connecticut
an A£l for afcertaining and
" Claimants, the lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for
" other purpofes therein mentioned;" and in debating the fame,
Dowel/,
It was moved by Mr. Findley, feconded by Mr.
To infert the following claufe, immediately after the feventh feclion, viz.
" And whereas doubts have arifen with refpect to the true intent and mean" in^ of the term " acquired," in the act to which this is a fupplement Be
it "therefore enacted and declared by the authority aforefaid, That none but
fuch perfon or perfons as have made a real fettlement at or before the decree of Trenton, or the legal representatives of fuch perfon or perfons, mall
be efteemed or judged to have acquired any title under the aforefaid act;
and that an actual fettlement or occupancy, made previous to the decree at
Trenton, fhall enable fuch perfon or perfons fo claiming to enjoy a tract of
" land, not exceeding three hundred acres, and the allowance of fix per cenconfirming to certain per/ins,

to

called

M

(

:

"

turn for roads."

On

—"

—

the
Will the Houfe adopt the faid additional claufe?"
Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. Findley and Mr. Peters, and were as follow, viz.
the queftion,

YEAS.

YEAS.
George Logan,
2 Gerardus Wynkoop,
i

3

John Chapman,

4

Valentine Upp,

5 Robert Ralfton,

6 James Moore,
n Alexander Lowrey,
8 Adam Hubley,
Clemjon,
9 James
Erb,
lo Jacob
John Hopkins,
I i
1

2

William Mitchell,

13 Joj'eph Lilley,
14 Jo/eph Reed,
1

5

16

Thomas Clingan,

David

Mitchell,

Thomas Beale,
18 Thomas Kennedy,
19 John Oliver,
20 Jofeph Heijter,

1

2

Gabriel Heifer^

22 David Davis,
23 Jofeph Sands,

24 Philip Kreemer,
25 Peter Trexler, jun.
26 Peter Bur kh alter,
27 John Piper,
28 John White,
29 William Findley,
30 James Burr,

John Irvine,
Dowe//t
32 John
33 James Allifon,
34 Alexander Wright,
35 John Flenniken,
3

1

M

l

36 Theophilus Philips,

37 John Gilchreeft,
38 James M'hene,
39 James M'Calmont,
40 Jacob Reiff,
41 Robert Lollar,
42 Benjamin Rittenhoufe,

43 Peter Richards,

44 Jacob

Miley,

45 Robert Clark,
46 Hugh Davifon,

NAYS.

C
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1

NAYS.
1

NAYS.
9 Richard Thomas,
10 Samuel Evans,
Richard Willing,
1 1
1 2
Town/end Wbelent

George Clymer,

2 Thomas Fitzfimons,
Hiltzheimer,
3

3^^

4 William Lewis,
5 William Will,
6 'John Salter,

1

it

was determined

Ordered,

Jofeph Work,

14 David M'Clellan,
it John Paul Schott.

7 Richctrd Peters,
8 Samuel Foulke,
So

3

in the affirmative.

That the further consideration of the

Adjourned

until half pail nine o'clock

Friday,
The Houfe met
The committee

November

faid bill be

to-morrow, A.

23,

1787.

postponed.

M.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.
appointed November ift, on the petition of

Mary

Bioren,

which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The Houfe refumed the confideration of the bill, entituled "
Supplement
"to an acl, entituled " An Act for afcertaining and confirming to certain per" fons, called Connecticut Claimants, the lands by them claimed within the

made

report,

A

" county

of Luzerne, and for other purpofes therein mentioned."
Mr. Fitzfimons then prefented to the chair a petition from divers owners of
land within the county of Luzerne, as well as a letter from Timothy Pickering,
Efquire, one of the commiffioners appointed under the aforefaid aci, which,

were read. Whereupon,
It was moved by Mr. Fitzfimons, feconded by Mr. Peters,

To

poftpone the further confideration of the faid bill, in order to direct the
faid commiffioners to appear at the bar of this Houfe, for the purpofe of
ftating the fituation of affairs in that county.
And the queltion being taken thereon,
It was carried in the affirmative.
The faid commiffioners then appearing at the bar, feverally declared their
opinions refpeciing the fituation of affairs in the county of Luzerne, and anfwered to fuch queftions as were afked of them.
Whereupon
Ordered, That they have leave to withdraw.
Adjourned until half pail nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

Saturday,

November 24, 1787.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
Petitions from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Chefier Were
read, praying that certificates for debts due from this ftate may be received in
difcharge of mortgages given for money received from the loan-office.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed November ift, on
the petitions of Nicholas Krehl, and others,

Y

A let-

,

*6

C

1

read,
his Excellency the Governor of the ftate of Virginia was
of the legiflature of that ftate, vjz.
inclddGng the following resolutions

A letter

from

In

HOUSE

the

Thursday,

of

DELEGATES,

the 25th of October,

1787.

Refohed unanimoufly

THAT

the proceedings of the Fcederal Convention, tranimitted to the
fubmitted to
General Affembly through the medium of Congrefs, be

difcuffion
Convention of the people, for their full and free inveftigation,
and decifion.
1 v
u
in this commonwealth, be
Refohed, That every citizen, being a freeholder
people therefore ought not
eligible to a feat in the Convention, and that the
Delegates by any other of thofe legal or
to be reftrained in their choice of
members to
conftitutional reftridions, which confine them in their choice of

a

,.,,,.-,.

the Legiflature.
elect two Delegates,
Refohed, That it be recommended to each county to
be entitled by
and to each city, town or corporation, entitled, or which may
one Delegate to the faid
law, to reprelentation in the Legiflature, to elect

Convention.
the fame with thofe
Refohed, That the qualifications of the electors be
General
now eftablifhed by law for the choice of reprefentatives to the
.

Affembly.

-

be held at the feveral
Refohed, That the elections for Delegates as aforefaid
to the General
Delegates
for
eledion
places appointed by law for holding the

officers who conduct the
Affembly, and that the fame be conduced by the
and regulations thereof.
eledions for Delegates, and conformably to the rules
held in the month of
be
fhall
Delegates
Refohed, That the election for
each county, city or
for
March next, on the firft day of the court to be held
chofen fhall affemble at the
corporation, refpeftively, and that the perfons fo

in June next.
State-Houle in the city of Richmond, on the firft Monday
be forthwith
reiolutions
Refohed, That two thoufand copies of thefe
Afiembly among their
printed, and difperfed by the members of the General
of them to Congrefs,
conftituents, and that the Executive tranfmit a copy
ftates.
and to the Legiflatures and Executives of the refpedhve
_

JOHN

Tefte,

B

ECKLEY,

C.

H. D.

1787, October 31ft, Agreed to by the Senate,

H.

Brooke,

C.

S.

memorial from Colonel Francis Mentges was read, ftating, that in confequence of his appointment as Infpector-General of the militia of this commonwealth by the Supreme Executive Council, he incurred conliderable expence, for which he hath not received any compenfation, and requefting
fuch recompence may be granted, as will enable him farther to purfue the

A

duties of his appointment.

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

The

—
t

87

]

appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An
of excife upon wine, and upon rum, brandy and other
fpirits," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The Houfe relumed the coniideration of the bill, entituled "
Supple" ment to an a£l, entituled " An Act for afcertaining and confirming to cer" tain perlons, called Connecticut Claimants, the lands by them claimed with" in the county of Luzerne, and for other purpofes therein mentioned ;"
and in debating the ninth fection of the faid bill,
It was moved by Mr. Fitzfimons, feconded by Mr. Peters,
To poftpone the further coniideration thereof, in order to reconfider the additional claufe propofed yefterday by Mr. Findley, and adopted by the Houfe.
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the poftponement , for the purthe Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. Clymer and Mr.
pofe aforefaid?"

The committee

M
"

AB to

increafe the duties

A

—

Fitzfimons, and were as follow, viz.

YEAS.

[

i

88

M' Dowel?,
poftpone the laid ninth fedtion, in order to introduce an additional
claufe, to precede the fame in the (aid bill.
Which was carried in the affirmative.
And the additional claufe being read in the words following, viz.
" And whereas it hath become expedient to quiet in their poffeflions, not
" only thofe who were actual fettlers upon lands in the county of Luzerne
" aforefaid before the time of the decree of the court of Trenton, but that fuch
" alfo as have at any time, fince feated themfelves upon lands and improved
*' the fame, and are now refident thereupon, mould,
upon their taking the
" oath of allegiance and renunciation herein before prefcribed, and demean" ing themfelves as good citizens, have the lands upon which they have fo
" improved and become refident fecured to them in like manner: Therefore be
*' it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, That all and every perfon ac'•'
tually refident within the faid county of Luzerne at the time of palling this
** act, who is feated upon lands improved and held by him, and upon which
" he hath eredted a dvvelling-houfe, (hall have, and he is hereby declared to
" have, the fame confirmed to him, his heirs and afiigns for ever, fubjedt to the
'* like limitation for making their refpedtive claims as is herein after provided.
" And the commifiioners who are or may be appointed to receive claims
It

was then moved by Mr. Findley, feconded by Mf.

To

"

manner proceed to receive, enquire into, examine witneiTes on
oath, and determine upon every fuch claim, caufe the fame to be furveyed,
*' at the expence of the party, within fome one of the eighteen towns, and in
" fuch manner as the faid half (hares have been already furveyed and allotted;
(hall in like

"

**

provided that

do not exceed
the return of the fame

acres to each lot or half

it

(hall be made to the' Supreme Execu(hare.
And
" tive Council, who (hall grant patents therefor, in like manner as is directed
" by the adt to which this is a fupplement Provided always, That no perlon
" fo occupying and claiming (hall receive any benefit from this adt, unlefs he
'*

:

*'

take and iubicribe the oaths herein before directed within the time prefcribed.
was, on motion of Mr. Findley and Mr. Rittenboufe,
Ordered, That the (arne be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Peters, Mr. Wyn-

It

koop,

Mr.

Mr. Evans, Mr. Lowrey, Mr. G.

Heijier,

Mr.

Findley,

Mr. M'Lene and

Scbott, to report thereon.

The

ninth fedtion being then again under debate,
motion was made by Mr. Peters, feconded by Mr. Findley,
To ftrike out the remainder of the fa .d fedtion, after the words,
and value," and in lieu thereof to infert the words,

A

;

"

"

quality

" And

it is hereby declared and enacted, That this Houfe (hall and do
pledge the faith of the (late to provide funds, fo foon as the faid valuation
" and appraifement (hall be made and communicated to this Houfe, for the
" payment or fatisfadtion of the faid claimants, in fuch mode as (hall be con" filtent with the juitice due to the citizens of the (late, whole property is,
" may or (hall be affedted by this adt, or by the act to which this is a fup" plement."
And after fome debate thereon,
On motion of Mr. Fitz/imons, feconded by Mr. M'Lene,
Ordered, That the faid claufe and amendment be referred to the laft named
committee, to report thereon.

*'

Ordered, That the further confideration of the faid bill be pollponed.
Adjourned until half pad nine o'clock on Monday next, A.M.
'

Monday,
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Monday^ November 26, 1787.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
memorial from William Moore, Efquire, read in the late Houfe of
Affembly March 27th laft, was prefented to the chair, read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from Thomas Johnjlon, late a foldier in the army of the United
States, was read, fetting forth, that he hath loft the certificate
given him
teftifying his fervices during the war, whereby he is precluded from
receiving
his pay and other dues, and praying this Houfe to grant him relief
in thepremifes; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond
time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed November
lit, on
the petitions of Nicholas Krehl, and others.
A petition from Mofes Read was read, fetting forth, that John Piper, Efq ;
depofited with him a lum of continental money, for the purpofe of
engaging
cattle for the ufe of the army of the United States; that he
procured twentyfive head of cattle, which, with his own cxpences,
amounted to about one
hundred pounds more than he received; that he has repeatedly applied to
the
Comptroller-General and others for a fettlement of his accounts, without ef~

A

feci; therefore praying this

Houfe to grant him relief in the premifes; and on
motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the laft named committee,
1
to report

thereon.

The committee

A

appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled "
Supplement to an a£l, entituled « An Acl to enforce the due collection
and
" payment of taxes within this commonwealth," which was read the
firft
time, and
'

Ordered to

The

lie

on the

table.

" An Ac~l to encreafe the duties of excife upon wine, and
" upon rum, brandy and other fpirits," was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
Adjourned until three o'clock, P. M.
bill,

entituled

Eodem Die.
The Houfe met purfuant
The bill, entituled " An
"

to

P.

M.

adjournment.

additional Supplement to an atf, entituled "
Aft
for the regulation of the militia of the commonwealth
of Pennfyhania^

An

was read the fecond time.

That the confideration thereof be poftponed.
entituled " A Supplement to the acl, entituled " An Aft
to enforce
" the due collection and payment of taxes within this commonwealth," was
Ordered,

The

bill,

read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the confideration thereof be poftponed.
The bill, entituled " An Aft to incorporate the fociety

for propagating the
among the heathen, formed by members of the Epifcopal church
of the
" United Brethren, or Unitas Fratrum," was read the fecond time, and de•«

gofpel

bated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed, and in the

mean time

printed for public

corifideration.

Adjourned

until half paft nine o'clock

Z

to-morrow, A.

M.
Tuefday,

~

i

Tuefday,
The Houfe met

A

C

9°

j

November 27, 1787.

A.

purfuant to adjournment.

from Robert Taylor read in a former Houfe of Affembly March
28th, 1785, was prefented to the chair, read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from divers citizens of Pennfylvania was read, praying an- acl
petition

';

may

be paffed, authorifing the officers of the land-office to transfer warrants
for lands from one county to another, or to return the monies paid on fuch
warrants where no land is found, and that the Receiver-General may be empowered to transfer the monies overpaid on the account of one trad: of land,
to the credit of another which may happen to he deficient.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The report read November 2 lit, on the petition of a number of the inhabitants of the county of Wejlmoreland, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the further-confideration thereof be poftponed.
motion was made by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Clymer,
Supplement
To refume the further confideration of the bill, entituled "
to an a£l } entituled ." An Adt for afcertaining and confirming to certain per'• fons, called
Connecticut Claimants, the lands by them claimed within the
" county of Luzerne, and for other purpofes therein mentioned," in order to
re-confider the additional claufe propofed by Mr. Findley, and adopted by the

A

A

Houfe on Thurfday

And on
It

laft.

—"

Will the Houfe agree
in
determined
the
negative.
was
the queftion,

Adjourned until half

paft nine o'clock

to the

fame?"—

to-morrow, A.

Wednefday y November 28, 1787.

M.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
petition from Patrick Sullivan, late a foldier in the fecond regiment of
the line of this ftate, in the fervice of the United States, was read, praying
he may be entitled to his proportion of the donation lands allotted to the officers and foldiers of the faid line.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of Thomas Johnjlon,

A

November 26th, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 19th, on the memorial of "John
Penn, junior, and John Penn, Efquires, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 15th, on the petition of a number of
the inhabitants of Wayne and Derry townfhips, in the county of Cumberland,
made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The Houfe having refumed the confideration of the bill, entituled ** An
" Additional Supplement to the ails for the regulation of the militia of the com-

"

mon-wealth of Pennfylvania,"
It

2

£
It

9*

3

was moved by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr.

Will,

To infert the following paragraphs, viz.
" And whereas feveral of the freemen of the city of Philadelphia, with a
ct
view to render themfelves as ufeful to their country in the character of mi*< litia as poffible, have voluntarily alTociated and formed themfelves into a
" troop of light dragoons, and are defirous of being authorifed and eftabliflied
•*«
Be it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the
as fuch by law
" authority aforefaid, That in addition to the troop of militia light dragoons
" for the faid city, already formed under the laws of this commonwealth,
" there fhall be one other troop of light dragoons for the faid city, formed by
"" volunteer affociation of the freemen of the faid city (including thofe per:

*"'"

who

have already voluntarily affociated and formed themfelves as
to confift of one captain, one firft lieutenant, one fecond lieu*' tenant, one cornet, four fergeants, four corporals, one farrier, one trum" peter, and fixty-eight privates, which faid additional troop (hall be under
" the like rules and regulations with the other militia troops of light dragoons within this commonwealth; and the officers of the faid corps (hall
*' be accordingly, and in like manner, commiffioned by the Supreme Execu~* f
tive Council."
" And whereas forne of the militia of this ftate have voluntarily form*5 ed themfelves into companies of light-armed-infantry, and have attached
*' themfelves to the battalions from which they have been refpeclively formed :
" Be it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforefaid,
'«*
That whenever a fufficient number of volunteers from any battalion fhall
" offer to form a company of light infantry, -and will clothe themfelves in
" fuitable uniform, it fhall and may be lawful for fuch company to elect by
" ballot their officers, viz. one captain, one firft lieutenant, and one fecond
" lieutenant; and that the jion-commiffioned officers be appointed as is by
" law directed for other companies of militia ; and that fuch companies re•* fpectively be attached to the battalions from which they fhall be formed
;
" and be fubjedt to the rules and regulations formed for the government of
" the militia ; provided, that the volunteers already affociated be admitted as
" a part of fuch companies."
And on the queftion,— " Will the Houfe adopt the fame?" the Yeas and
Nays were called by Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Beale, and were as follow, viz.

"

fons

aforefaid)

"

—

YEA
1

2 Thomas Fitzjimons,
3 Jacob Hiltzbeimer,
4 William Lewis,
5 William Will,
6 William Robin/on, jun.

7 John

YEAS.

S.

George Clymer,

Salter,

8 Richard Peters,

9 Gerardus Wynkoop
10 John Chapman,
ii Samuel Foulke,
Valentine Upp,
1
13 Robert Raljlon,
14 James Moore,

1 5 Richard Thomas,
1

6 Samuel Evans,

17 Richard Willing,
18 Town/end Whelen,
19 Alexander Lowrey,

20 Adam Hubley,
21 Jofeph Work,
22 James Clem/on,
23 Jacob Erb,

24 John Hopkins,
25 David M'Clellan,
26 Jofeph Lilley,
27 Thomas Clingan,
28 David Mitchell,

Y E A

S.

3

C

]

ft*

YEAS.

YEAS.
29
30

37 Alexander Wright,
38 j^« Gilchreejl,
39 3^ OTW M'Calmont,

Jofeph Heifier,
Gabriel Htijler,

Kreemer,
Trexler,
jun.
P^/^r
32
33 Peter Burkhalter,
31

P/6////>

40 J^c^ Rfl^i
41 Robert hollar,
42 Benjamin Rittenhoufe,
C/*r£,
43
^u^w
P<z«/
Schott.
44

34 j^/&« Piper,

#0^

35 7<j^« JT-6/7V,
36 y°^ w Irvine,

NAYS.

NAYS.
1

8 James Barr,

George Logan,

M'Dowe//,

9
10

4

r r

Theophilus Philips,

12

J«« M'Lene,

1

y^f0^ Miley,

'Thomas Beale,

5 y^/6« Oliver,
6 David Davis,
7 J°Jeph Sands,

So

7^«

2 William Mitchell,
3 Jo/eph Reed,

it

And

.

y^w^

Allifon,

14 H#£/$ Davifon.

was determined

in the affirmative.

the faid bill, together with the

fevreral

additional claufes, having been

fully debated by paragraphs,

Ordered, That the fame be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed for
public confideration.
The committee to whom were referred, November 24th, the additional claufe
propofed by Mr. Findley, and the ninth lection of the bill, entituled "
** Supplement to an aB, entituled " An Acl: for ascertaining and confirming

A

" to certain perfons, called Connecticut Claimants, the lands by them claimed
" within the county of Luzerne, and for other purpofes therein mentioned,"
together with the amendment propofed by Mr. Peters, made report. Whereupon

The Houfe refumed

the confideration of the faid

bill,

and having fully de-

Mr. Findley's, viz.
" And whereas it hath become expedient to quiet in their pofleflions, not
only thofe who were actual fettlers upon lands in the county of Liizerne

bated the aforefaid claufe of
'-'

"
"
*«

aforefaid before the time of the decree of the court of Trenton, but that fuch
alfo as have at any time fince feated themfelves upon lands and improved
the lame, and are now refident thereupon, mould, upon their taking the
oath of allegiance and renunciation herein before prefcribed, and demeaning themfelves as good citizens, have the lands upon which they have fo

"
"
" improved and become refident fecured to them in like manner: Therefore be
" it lurther enacted by the authority aforefaid, That all and every perfon accounty of Luzerne at the time of pafling this
upon lands improved and held by him, and upon which

'«

tually refident within the faid

"

act,

who

is

feated

" he hath erected a dwelling-houfe, (hall have, and he is hefcby dec;:ired to
" have, the fame confirmed to him, his heirs and afl'^ns for ever, fubjec' to the
" like limitation for making their refpective claims as is herein alter provided.
" And the commiflioners who are or may be appointed to receive claims
*• fiiall in like manner proceed to
receive, enquire into, examine ui'tntfTes on
11
oath, and determine upon every fuch claim, caule the fame to be furveyed,
•«

at

t
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1

" at the expence of the party, within fome one of the eighteen towns, and in
" fuch manner as the faid half mares have been already furveyed and allotted;
*«

provided that

"

(hare.

«<

"
"
«<
**

And

it

do not exceed

acres to each lot or half

the return of the fame fhall be

made

to the

Supreme Execu-

tive Council, who fhall grant patents therefor, in like manner as is diredted
by the a& to which this is a fupplement Provided always, That no perfon
fo occupying and claiming mail- receive any benefit from this ad, unlefs he
take and fubfcribe the oaths herein before directed within the time pre:

fcribed."

On

—

—

Will the Houfe adopt the fame f" the Yeas and Nay?
were called by Mr. Evans and Mr. Findley, and were as follow, viz..
the queftion,

**

YEAS.
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Eodem Die,

P.

[
,

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
The Houfe refumed the confederation of the
"
"

M.
bill,

enti'tuled

" An

AB

to vefi

Richard Wells and John Clifford, the foare or portion of the flip Anna,
lately forfeited to the fate."
And on the queftion, " Will the Houfe debate the fame by paragraphs V\
It was determined in the negative.
The bill, entituled " An Acl to vef in the Supreme Executive Council of
" this fate a power to reveft or remit, either in the whole*- or in part, any for«* feiture or forfeitures accrued to the fate under the laws for the regulation of
** trade," was read the fecond time.
Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Peters and Mr. Lewis,
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
Adjourned until half part nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.
in

—

Thurfday, November 29,

—

1787.

A.

M.

The Houfe met

A

purfuant to adjournment.
motion was made by Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Peters, in the words

following, viz.

" Refolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be, and they are hereby
" authorifed and requested to iffue a grant or grants in favour of fuch Penn" fylvania Claimants, who have or may be diverted of their lands in the county
" of Luzerne, by the operation of an acl, entituled " A Supplement to an acl,
" entituled " An adT: for afcertaining and confirming to certain perfons, called
" Connecticut Claimants, the lands by them claimed within the county of Lu" zerne, and for other purpofes therein mentioned," which grant or grants
" fhall give fuch claimant or claimants a right to take up and fettle upon a
quantity of land, in any part of the refidue of the donation lands not al" ready appropriated, provided the quantity of lands fo granted do not ex" ceed the quantity of land of which fuch perfon or perfons have been or may
" be diverted as aforefaid; which land, fo granted and accepted of, fhall be
" confidered as a compenfation to fuch perfon or perfons, either in whole or
'*

"

in part, as fhall hereafter be determined."

—

—

" Will the Houfe adopt the fame ? the Yeas and Nays
on the queftion,
were called by Mr. M'Lene, and Mr. Peters, and were as follow, viz.

And

YEAS.

6
3
8
5
1

1

C

3
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NAYS.

NAYS.

20 James Clemfon,

George Clymer,

1

2 Thomas Fitzjimons,
3 Jacob Hiltzheimer,

4

2

William Lewis,

5 William Will,
6 William Robin/on, jun.

7

j^w

Salter,

8 George Logan,
9 Gerardus Wynkoop,

j^w

10

22 yo^tf Hopkins,
23 David M'Clellan,
24 Jofeph LiHey,

25 Jofeph Reed,
26 David Mitchell,
2 J Thomas Be ale,
28 jfa^w Oliver,
29 Gabriel Heijler,

Chapman,

Samuel Foulke,
12 Valentine Upp,

30 Jofeph Sands,

Robert Ralfton,
1
Richard
Thomas,
14

32 P^/Vr Burkbalter,

1

31

Samuel Evans,
Richard Willing,
Alexander
Lowrey,
1 j
1

1

was

"Jrexler,

jun.

33

y^

34

yo/6/z Gilchreejl,

7*

Flenniken,

>«*

Adam Hubky,

19 Jofeph Work,
it

P^r

35 Robert Lollar,
36
p<#;
37 Robert Clark,
38 .Hwg-6 Davifon.

1

So

3^^ £r<$,

carried in the negative.

A

motion was then made by Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. M'Calmont, in
the words following, we.
,
" Refolved, That it is the opinion of this Houfe, that all proceedings of

" the commiffioners appointed to carry into effect the act, entituled " ^# ./f#
" for afcertaining and confirming to certain perfons, called Connecticut Claimants,
" the lands by them claimed in the county of Luzerne, and for other purpofes
" therein mentioned/' fhall ceafe and determine, until this Houfe fhall take
" further order therein."
The previous queition was then called by Mr. Fitzjimons, Mr. Robinfon,
Mr. Thomas and Mr. Evans, viz.
" Shall the main quejlion be now put 9"

And

carried in the negative.

Mr.

Lollar, appointed to collect the fines

from abfent members, prefented

to the chair a receipt from the Treafurer of the Fennfylvania Hofpital for fix
pounds twelve jlnllings and fix-pence, being the amount of fines by him col-

lected this prefent feffion.

The committee, appointed November 21ft, on the petitions of a number of
the inhabitants of the counties of Wefimoreland, Wajhington and Fayette, made
report,

which was

read,

and

Ordered to lie on the table.
report of the committee, read yefterday, on the petition of Thomas
John/Ion, was read the fecond time, as follows, viz. m
The committee of claims, to whom was referred the petition of Thomas
Johnjlon, a negroe, formerly a foldier in the American army, have examined
his claim, and are clearly of opinion that the Houfe of Affembly cannot grant
him the relief he prays for
Therefore, all your committee can do is, to recommend him as a proper
object of charity, on account of his poverty and old age.

The

:

The.

t

9*

T
J

November 23d, on the petition of Mary
report of the committee, read
Whereupon
Bioren, was read the fecond time.
leave to withdraw her petition.
feAfaflt That Mary Bioren have
on the memorial of Job*
The report of the committee, read yefterday,
read the fecond time. Wherepin, junior, and John Pen,, Efquires, was

The

and John Penn Efquires, have leave to
^Refolved, That John Penn, junior,
them
for the purpofe of confirming to
brin^in a bill, toi paffed into a law,
entituled
eftates, and for explaining an aft,
thri? tenths or manors, and private
this
« Jn AB for veiling the eftates of the late Proprietaries of Pennfylvania in
private
and
manors,
« commonwealth;' fo far Is concerns their faid tenths or
pjlo f pc

*

>

and on motion,
read
The committee of accounts made report, which was
adopted as foland
the fecond time,
and by fpecial order, the fame was read
;

lows, viz.

of accounts beg leave to report,
.
printing the minutes
for
account,
per
Sellers,
and
That there is due to Hall
meets and an half, and other
of the eleventh General Affembly, fixty-two
and twenty-tune pounds and
printing per order of the Legiflature, two hundred

The committee

ten-pence.

To
Arms,

To

.

.

m
.

.

.

,~

•

,

c

„

•

»

office as Serjeant at
being
Nicholas Weaver, for fundries, during his
three pounds five fallings and eight-pence.
the State-Houfe per order
James Pearfon, for fundrv repairs made on
pounds twelve fallings and eight-pence

of the General Affembly, thirty-eight
September 1786,
To William Spotfwood, for the Pennfylvania Herald, from
to September 1787, ten pounds ten fallings.
the laft feffion
To Michael Billmeyer, for printing the German minutes of
Foederal Conftitution, fifty-jour
of the General Affembly, and printing the
_

.

P6U

publishing the bills for
Bradford, for printing the laws, and
thirteen fallings.
confideration, one hundred and eighty-five pounds
Journal from January
Freeman's
To Francis Bailey, for fix copies of the
pounds.
1787, until the end of the year, fix
following refolution :
the
The committee therefore offer
favor of
on the State Treafurer,
Refolved, That the Speaker draw orders
for one hundred and fifty pounds, on account.

To' Thomas

.

m

Ha/land

Sellers,

and eight-pence,
In favor of Nicholas Weaver, for three pounds five fallings
in full of his account.
twelve fallings and eightIn favor of James Pearfon, for thirty-eight pounds
pence, in full of his account.
ten fallings, in full of nis acIn favor of JPiZfaffi Spotfwood, for ten pounds
count.
on account.
In favor of Michael Billmeyer, for fifty pounds,
and
eighty-five pounds thirteen
In favor of Thomas Bradford, for one hundred
.

.

fallings, in full.

In favor of Francis Bailey, for fix pounds, in full of his account.
Cler*
In favor of Peter Z. Lloyd, for fifty-nine pounds, for his fervices as
of this Houfe, including twenty days for compleating the bufinefs.
In favor of Jacob Shallus, for fifty -nine pounds, for his fervices as AffiftantClerk to this Houfe, including twenty days allowance for compleating the
j

bufinefs.

In
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In favor of James Martin, for twenty-four pounds ten Jhillings, including
ten days allowance, for his fervice as Serjeant-at-Arms to the General Affembly.
In favor of Jofeph Fry, for twenty-four pounds ten Jlnllings, including ten
days allowance, for his fervice as Door-keeper to this Houfe.
In favor of Thomas Lloyd, for fix volumes of the debates, at eleven Jhillings
and eight-pence, three pounds ten fioillings.
In favor of Peter Z. Lloyd, Clerk of the General AfTembly, for the fum,
of feventy-fhe pounds, to enable him to pay the contingent expences of this
Houfe, for which he is to account with the Comptroller-General.

The committee
had

An

I.

and

appointed to affix the feal to the laws, reported that they
the following laws, viz.

affixed the feal to

ACT

ft

provide for the wages of Members of the State Convention,

to defray the expences of holding the fame.

II.

An

,

/

ACT for furnifoing the quota of troops required by Congrefs for the

protection of the wefiern frontiers,
III.

i

An A C T

" and opening

to alter

and amend an

a loan-office, for the

Which Laws were
The Houfe

and other purpojes
ac7,

therein mentiotied.

entituled

" An Act

for erecting

fum of fifty thoujand pounds."

as ufual depofited in the Rolls-Office.

then adjourned until the Third Tuefday in February next.

PETER

Z.

LLOYD,

of the General Affembly.

B b

Clerk

/
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MINUTES
O F T

H

E

SECOND SESSION
TWELFTH

OF THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
COMMONWEALTH
O F T H E

O F

PENNSYLVANIA,
4

WHICH

commenced

February,

at Philadelphia,

in the year of our

on Tuefday, the Nineteenth day of

Lord One Thoufand Seven Hundred and

Eighty-eight.

M

Tuefday , February 19, 1788.
R. Speaker with

a

P.

number of members met, purfuant

M.
to adjournment

j

but not being a quorum,

Adjourned

to-morrow, P.

until three o'clock

M.

Wednefday, February 20, 1788.
Mr. Speaker with
but not being a

P.

number of members met, purfuant
quorum,
a

Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A.
,

C

c

M.

to .adjournment

;

M.
Thurfday,

100

[

Fhurfday, February 21, 1788.

A

quorum of

A. M.

reprefentatives met.

Michael Scbmyfer, Efquire, elected a reprefentative for the county of Tork,
appearing in the Houfe, was qualified conformably to the directions of the
confh'tution, and admitted to take his feat.
On motion,
Ordered, That Mr. W. Mitchell and Mr. Lilly be a committee, to inform
the Supreme Executive Council that the Houfe, being met, are ready to receive any bufinefs they may have to lay before them.
A memorial from the Honorable John Penn, junior, and John Penn,
Efquires, was prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.

Representatives of the Freemen of the CommonPennsylvania, in General Assembly met.

To the Honorable the
wealth of

The Memorial of John Penn,

the younger, and

John Penn,

the elder, of

the county of Philadelphia,
Refpeclfully foewcth,

THAT

your memorialing, being feifed of divers meffuages, lands and
tenements, within this ftate, as tenants in common, are defirous that
the fame fhould be divided between them, according to their refpective proportions ; that in purfuance of fuch defire, a writ of partition has been duly
iiTued and executed between them for certain lands and tenements in the county
and city of Philadelphia, and a judgment thereupon obtained in the fupreme
court of this commonwealth, that the laid partition mould remain firm and
flable for ever, fince which a doubt has been fuggefted whether fuch partition
and as they are very defirous, not only that
is good by the laws of this. ftate
they, but all others who may fucceed to any part of the inheritance, fhould
be bound thereby and rendered mutually fafe, they pray that this Honorable
Houfe will be pleafed to give them leave to bring a bill in, to be enacted into
a law, to declare the faid partition already executed, and fuch others as fhall
hereafter be executed between them, to be valid. And the memorialifts, &c.
;

JOHN PENN,
JOHN PENN.
Ordered to

lie

on the

junior,

table.

Petitions from John 'Tom and Michael Marks, infolvent debtors, confined in
the gaols of the counties of Franklin and Northampton, were read, feverally
praying to be releafed from their confinement.

Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Luzerne, commonly called Connecticut Claimants, were read, remonftrating againfr. the bill,
cntituled

"

A Supplement

to

an

act,

entituled

" An Act

for afcertaining

and

confirming to certain perfons, called Connecticut Claimants, the lands by
" them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for other purpofes therein
mentioned," and praying a further time may be granted them to exhibit
their claims to the commiffioners appointed in virtue of the act,
entituled
'

An

"

Act for afcertaining and confirming to certain perfons, ftf/zW Connecticut
Claimants, the lands by them claimed within the county
of Luzerne, and for
other purpo/es therein mentioned."

Oraerec

to iic

on the table.

The

'

[

"I

]

The committee appointed this morning, to inform Council that the Houfe,
being met, are ready to receive any bufinefs they may have to lay before them,
reported, that they had performed that fervice, and received for anfwer, that
Council were preparing bufinefs, which they would lay before the Houfe.
" An A61 to enable the commijioners of the county of Chcand convey a certain lot of land in the town/hip of Eaft-Caln, and
county afore/aid, for the ufe of the aid county," was read the third time, and
debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engrofled, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.
The bill, entituled " An Aft to incorporate the Prejbyterian church of Mid" die Odlorara, in Bart townjloip, in the county of Lancafter," was read the
third time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engrofled, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

The

"
"

bill,

entituled

fler to fell

f

Friday

',

February 22, 1788.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
meffage from the Preiident and the Supreme Executive Council was prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz,

A

A MESSAGE

from

the

Council,

President and

to the

Supreme Executive
General Assembly.
the

GENTLEMEN,

WE

fincerely congratulate your Honorable Houfe. on the ratification of
tp<
the Fcederal Conftitution by the Convention of this'ftate fince your
kit recefs, and we flatter ourfelves that its adoption will be attended with important good confequences to all the ftates in the Union.

In compliance with your refolution of the 13th of November laft, we have
now lay before the General AfTembly, defcriptions of the lands
lying between the northern boundary of this ftate and Lake Erie, with an eftimate of the funis which will probably be neceflary for the purchafes of the
fame, as will appear by the papers marked No. 1 and 2, to which we beg
obtained, and

leave to refer.

We

have likewife wrote to our Delegates in Congrefs relative

Their anfwer, as foon as it comes to hand, will be tranfmitted to your Houfe.
A revenue law of this ftate, pafled the 25th day of September, 1783, requiring merchants who re-fhip goods from Philadelphia to produce within one
to the eftimate.

year certificates of the goods being actually landed at the port of deftination,
appears to bear hard on the trade of this port.
therefore recommend a revival of the aforefaid revenue act, when the merchants will have an opportunity of laying the particular inconveniences before your Houfe.
The officers of the Land-Office do not confider themfelves authorized by
the prefent laws to grant re-locating warrants, in cafes where warrants, on
which the purchafe money has been paid, are deprived of land by prior grants :
are of opinion that this power ought to be given, as the time may come,
when vacant lands will not remain for them, and in that cafe the owners may
call on the ftate for compenfation.

We

We

The

—

.

[
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granting of lands in the late purchafe has nearly ceaied, and we are apprehenfive that this fund will continue unproductive, until the terms of the
new purchafe are lowered a meafure which we therefore recommend.

The

—

Great mistakes have been committed by the Orphans Courts of the different
counties of this ftate, reflecting penfions; particularly in providing for the
fupport of the widows and orphans of militia-men who fell in the late war.
This power, in the opinion of Council, ought to be lodged in more proper
hands, and its dccifions thereby rendered more uniform.
The continued depreciation of our paper money merits the mod ferious atThis circumftance alone diffufes languor
tention of your Honorable Houfe.
and embarraffment through the whole executive department of government.

—

Contracts cannot be compleated for the making of roads, or any other public
bufinefs, without either rifquing the honor of government, or acting on an
implied depreciation of money ; Situations equally irkfome and ineligible.

We

cannot help fuggefting the propriety of more fpeedily destroying as much
of it as is in the power of the treafury.
The time limited by law for compleating titles for lands held under office
rights, obtained before the icth day of December, 1776, expires on the 10th
are of opinion that the extenfion of that period is
day of April next.

We

neceffary

The

benefits expected

from the penal law having not equaled the benevolent

friends and framers, we recommend fuch alterations to be made
be calculated to render punimment a means of reformation, and
Late experiments in Europe
the labour of criminals of profit to the ftate.
have demonftrated that thofe advantages are only to be obtained by temperance,
and folitude with labour.
The act, entituled "-An Ab~l ajypointing Wardens for the port of Philadel" phia, &c." paffed the 26th day of February, 1773, having by experience
been found ufcful, and being on the point of expiring, we recommend an immediate renewal of the fame for a further term, with fuch improvements as
may occur to you.
again recommend to the notice cf your Honorable Houfe the refolution of Congrefs, paffed March 21ft, 1787, and beg leave to fugged: the propriety of palling a declaratory act, to anfwer the end intended by the faid rewifh.es

in

it

of

its

as fhall

We

folution.

The lateft accounts from the county of Luzerne, communicated to us by
Colonel Pickering, reprefent the fettlement as being in perfect quietnefs at prefent, and that th elaws of this ftate have their free operation.
have now the pleafure of laying before you a map of the northern
boundary of tlii {ftate, as run by the commiftioners appointed for that purpofe,
who have compleated that ufcful work.
alfo herewith communicate a
letter from his Excellency Samuel Huntington, Efquire, Governor of the ftate
of Conneclicut, in confequence of which we have mitigated the feverity of
John Franklin's confinement as much as circumftances would warrant An
aft of the legiflature of Virginia, concerning the Convention to be held in
"June next, tranfmitted by his Excellency the Governor of Virginia
And a
letter from the Honorable Arthur St. Clair, Efquire,
which we beg leave to

We

We

—

recommend

—

to the notice

—

of your Honorable Houfe.
B.

Council Chamber,
Philadelphia, February 21,

1788.

FRANKLIN.
And

[

r

°3

]

And on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame, together with the feveral
papers therewith tranfmitted, were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the fame be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Fitzfnnons, Mr.
Lowrey, Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Findley, to arrange the fubject matters, and
report thereon.
A letter from Elias Boys to the Speaker, in behalf of the wardens of the port
of Philadelphia, was read, ftating, that the ad: for appointing wardens for the
port of Philadelphia, &c. paffed February 26th, 1773, will fhortly expire by its
own limitation, and fuggefting the propriety of reviling the faid act, or enacling
fuch other as may have a tendency to fecure the navigation, and promote the
interefts of the trading part of the community.
Ordered to lie on the table.
petition from 'James Parker, an infolvent debtor, confined in the gaol of
the city and county of Philadelphia, was read, praying to be releafed from his
imprifonment.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from the owners and occupiers of land within the townthips of
Moyamenfmg and Paffyunk, in the county of Philadelphia, was read, remon-

A

ftrating againft the act, entituled

" late
" new

the Jlreets, lanes
Jlreets, lanes

" and to lay out
" the townjhips

and

and

"

An

A5l

to appoint Commifjioners to

regu-

the diJhiB of Southwark, and to lay out
alleys therein, for the accommodation of the inhabitants ;
alleys in

the roads therein mentioned through the faid dijlritl, and parts of
of Moyamenfmg and Paffyunk," fo far as the fame autho-

a road to be opened and kept in repair from the diftrict of Southwark to
the lower ferry on Schuylkill, commonly called Gray's Ferry ; and praying fo
much of the faid ad: may be repealed, or the operation thereof fufpended.
Ordered to lie on the table.
petition from the minifters and others of the Roman Catholic congregation in Philadelphia was read, praying to be incorporated ; and on motion,
and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Whereupon
Refolved, That the petitioners have leave to bring in a bill, agreeably to
the prayer of their petition.
The memorial of the honorable John Penn, junior, and John Penn, Efquires,
read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Will, Mr. Salter, Mr. Evans, Mr.

rifes

A

Kennedy and Mr. M'Lene, to report thereon.
The petitions from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Luzerne,
commonly called Connecticut Claimants, read yefterday, were read the fecond
time.

That they be referred to Mr. Willing, Mr. Schmyfer, Mr. Irvine,
Mr. Schott, to report thereon.
The bill, entituled " An Aft to incorporate the firjl Prefbyterian congrega" tion of the Big- Spring, in Newton town/hip, in Cumberland county," was
Ordered,

Mr.

Rittenboafe and

read the third time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.

Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A.

D

d

M.
Saturday,

[

I0 4

Saturday , February

]

2.3,

1788.

A.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
number of the inhabitants of the county of Franklin were
read, praying a further time may be granted them to pay for their unpatented
Petitions from

a

lands.

Ordered to

lie

on the

table.

A petition from the inhabitants of the fifth election diftricl in the county of
Wajhington was' read, praying the lines of the faid diftricl may be altered, and
that thev may be authorifed to hold their elections at the houfe of Elizabeth
M'Candlefs.

Ordered to

lie

on the

table.

A petition from John Franklin, a prifoner, confined in the gaol of the city
and county of Philadelphia on a profecution for mifprifion of treafon, was read,
flating his diflrefTed Situation, and praying that he may be liberated from his
confinement, upon giving fufficient bail to abide his trial.
Ordered to lie on the table.
petition from Jofeph Fry, door-keeper of this Houfe, was read, fetting
forth, that he ftands charged by the Comptroller-General in the fum of one
hundred and ninety -jive pounds, as houfe-rent for the rooms by him occupied in,
the weftern wing of the ftate-houfe, flating the ufage in the times of the doorkeepers his predecefTors, and praying that he may be exonerated from the pay-

A

ment

thereof.

Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from divers inhabitants of the county of Bucks was read, flating
their inability to pay the fines for non-attendance on days of appointment for
training the militia of this ftate, and praying a further time may be limited

payment thereof.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from the religious fociety called Quakers was prefented
chair, and read, as follows, viz.

for the

To the

The

ADDRESS

General Assembly
and

PETITION
called

of

to the

Pennsylvania.

of the

Religious Society

QJJAKERS,

Refpeftfully foeweth,

THAT

incited by an apprehenfion of real duty, and encouraged by the
laudable effay which has been made by the legiflature of this flate for
the promotion of perfonal freedom, we take the liberty of addrefTing you on
this very interefling and important fubjedt.

The

natural rights and civil liberties of

men

have been fo fully invefb'gated
at this time are fo generally acknowledged to be unalienable,
we conceive it unnecefTary to attempt to illuftrate the blefling of the enjoyment thereof, or the grievous oppreflion and diftrefs to which they are fubjecled who continue to be deprived of that valuable privilege.
The law, entituled " An Acl for the gradual abolition qf'Jlavery," palled in
the year 1780, has anfwered fome of the deiirable purpofes for which it was
enacted, and we trufl, that an impreffion of the fame affeding confiderations

and declared, and

which

C

io s

]

which produced that law, will be of fufficient weight to induce you to render
more extenfive and effectual. Having been informed, and we believe it to
be a forrowful truth, that Tome commercial perfons, inattentive to the feelings
of humanity, and regardlefs of the principles of juftice, have, in oppofition
it

to the fpirit and intention of that law, equiped fhips in the port of Philadelphia
for the iniquitous traffic to Africa for flaves, and others, actuated by the like

avaricious motive, have ufed means of violence and craft to captivate divers of
the poor Blacks, who were legally entitled to freedom, and tranfported them
from hence to the Weji-India iflands and other parts, where they have been
" The condition of others of thefe oppreffed
fold into unconditional flavery.

—

«' people has been attended with circumftances, which not only deprived them
" of the common bleffings that they were by nature entitled to, but has caft
" them into the deepeft afflictions, by an unnatural feparation and fale of huf" band and wife from each other, and from their children." Which barbarities have been committed by men affuming the Chriftian name, to the great

reproach of that dignified character.

We

you will be pleafed to take thefe afflicting
cafes into mature confideration, and provide a remedy for their difcontinuance,
by fuch fupplementary amendments and additions to the act beforementioned,
as mall be moft effectual to reftrain the hands of tyranny and oppreffion, that
you may be the happy inftruments to deliver the poor that cry, and the fatherlefs, and him that hath none to help, fo* that the bleffing promifed to the
merciful may reft upon you.
therefore earneftly requeft

on behalf and by direclion*of a meeting of the representatives of
our religious fociety, held in Philadelphia, the feventeenth day of the
Firjl Month, one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-eight.

Signed,

JOHN DRINKER,

Clerk.

on the table.
from 90 inhabitants of the county of Wajhington was read, remonftrating againft the petitions prefented to this and former Houfes of Affembly, for erecting parts of the counties of Weftmoreland, ffajhington and
.Fayette into a feparate county, and eftabliftiing the feat of juftice for the fame
at the town of Pitt/burg; and fuggefting the propriety, in cafe it mould be
deemed expedient to erect a new county, that the courts of juftice may be
eftabliihed at the mouth of Beaver creek, or at Old-Logs-town.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of Lurgan, Southampton, and
the adjacent parts of Letterkenny, in the county of Franklin, was read, pray-

Ordered

A

to lie

petition

ing to be erected into a feparate election diftrict, and authorifed to hold their
election at the houfe of yofeph Findley.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed to arrange and report on the meffage from Council made report, which was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the
fame was read the fecond time. Whereupon
Ordered, That Mr. Lowrey, Mr. Irvine and Mr. Wright be a committee,
on that part of the meffage relative to the purchafe of lands lying between the
northern boundary of this ftate and Lake Erie.
Ordered, That Mr. Fitzfimons, Mr. Lewis and Mr. Findley be a committee,
on that part of the meffage refpecting a revifal of the revenue law of 25th
September,

1783.
Ordered,

io6

[

]

Ordered, That Mr. Logan, Mr. M'Lene and Mr. M'Calmont be a committee, on that part of the meflage which refpects the reduction in the price of
the public lands.

Ordered,
that part

That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Peters and Mr. Lollar be a committee, on
of the meflage relative to miftakes made by the Orphans Courts in

the granting of penfions.
Ordered, That Mr. Clymer,
that

Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Piper be a committee, on
of the meflage which refpects the continued depreciation of the

part

paper currency.
Ordered,

Mr. M'Dowell and Mr. White be a committee,
of the meflage which refpects the extenfion of the time allowed

That Mr.

on that part

for the co-mpletion

of

Salter,

titles

held under office rights.

That Mr. Logan, Mr. Peters, Mr. Chapman, Mr. Kennedy and
Mr. M'Lene be a committee, on that part of the meflage relative to the
Ordered,

penal laws.
Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Fitz/imons, Mr. Hiltzheimer, Mr. Lewis and
Mr. Will be a committee, on that part of the meflage which refpects a renewal of the act appointing Wardens to the port of Philadelphia, about to
expire.

and Mr. Findley be a committee, on
that part of the meflage refpecfing the declaratory adt proper to be pafled, in
conformity to a reiblutioh of Congrefs of the 21 ft March, 1787.
Ordered, That Mr. Lowrey, Mr. Kreemer and Mr. Schott be a committee, on
that part of the meflage communicating the letter of the Governor of ConnecOrdered,

That Mr. Lewis, Mr.

Lilley

imprifonment of John Franklin.
Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Hubley and Mr. Rittenhoufe be a committee, on that part of the meflage communicating the letter of Arthur St.
relative to the

ticut,

Clair, Efquire.

Ordered, That Mr. Peters, Mr. Clingan and Mr. Piper be a committee, on
that part of the meflage which refpects the powers proper to be given to the
land-officers to grant re-locating warrants incerta in cafes ; and they ate inftructed to report a bill accordingly.

appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled *' An
" A£l for deftroying the bills of credit of this commonwealth, emitted in purfuance of
iC
an acl of General AJembly pajjed the firjl day of June, one thoufand feven hun" dred and eighty, entituled V An Act for funding and redeeming the bills of
" credit of the United States of America, and for providing means to bring
«'
the prefent war to a happy concluflon," which was read the firft time, and

The committee

Ordered

The

bill,

to lie

on the

entituled

"

table.

An

A£i

to incorporate the fociety

for propagating the

" S°/P e ^ among the heathen, formed by members of the Epifcopal church of the
" United Brethren or Unitas Fratrum," was read the third time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engrofled, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.
the bill, entituled " An
for ve/ling the public jlore and two lots of

AH

" ground in the borough and county of Lancafter in the tru/lees of Franklin Col" kg^i for the ufeof the faid injlitution," W£ts read the third time, and debated
by paragraphs.
Ordered,

The

" by way

That

be engrofled, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.
"
Supplement to an ail, entituled " An Act for raiflng
of lottery the fum of forty-two thoufaud dollars, for improving the

bill,

it

entituled

A

" public

io 7
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" public roads leading from the

city of Philadelphia to the weftern parts of
and towards improving the navigation of the river Schuylkill,"
was read the third time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engrofted, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.
The bill, entitulcd "
Supplement to the act, entituled " An Act to alter
" and amend an act, entituled " An Act to remedy the defects of the federal
" a£ls of Affembly heretofore made for regulating the elections of jujlices of the
" peace throughout this fate, and to e/lablifj a permanent mode for holding fuch
** elections; and to authorife
the jujlices of the peace of the city of Philadelphia
" to hold the courts of record of the faid city ; arid to make further provi/ion for

"

this

ftate,

A

"

and return of jujlices of the peace elect;'' was read the third
time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engrorted, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.
The bill, entituled te An Act authorifing the Supreme Executive Council ta
the due election

" draw an
" pounds

order on

the

ten (hillings, in

fate for the fum of feventy-nine
Alexander
M'Dowell," was read the third
favor of

treafurer of this

time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engrofled, for the purpofe of being
Adjourned until three o'clock on Monday next, P. M.

Monday

',

The Houfe met

A

February 25, 1788.

ena&ed

P.

into a law.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from Cornelius Vanhorn and Jacob Vanborn was read, fetting
were difpoffefTed of two tracts of land in the county of Luzerne, by perfons called Connecticut Claimants, which lands were afterwards
confirmed to the faid Claimants by an act of the legillature of this Itate, and
praying they may be allowed a full and adequate compenfation therefor.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from divers members of the Prefbyterian congregation of Mid" An Act
dle Octorara was read, remonstrating againft the bill, entituled
" to incorporate the Prefbyterian church of Middle Octorara, in Bart town" jhip, hi the county of Lancafter," and praying the fame may not be paffed
and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the
into a law
petition

forth, that they

•,

fecond time.
Ordered, That
to report thereon.

A

it

be referred to Mr. Lowrey, Mr. Findley and Mr. Schotf,

from the minifter and

petition

a

number of the members of the Prefby-

was read, praying the bill, entituled
Prefbyterian church of Middle Octorara, in Bart
" toivnjhipy in the county of Lancafter," may be palled into a law; and on
motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
terian congregation of Middle Octorara

" An Act

Ordered,

to incorporate the

That

it

be referred to

the

laft

named committee,

to

report

thereon.

A

from the Commifnoners of the county of Bucks was read, rememorial read in the late Houfe of AiTenibly, and praying the
fame may be taken into confideration ; and on motion, and by fpecial order,
the fame was read the fecond time.
petition

ferring to their

E

e

Ordered,

108

C

]

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. Robin/on, Mr. Kennedy,
Mr. Findley and Mr. M'Lene, to report thereon.
petition from a number of the inhabitants of Wayne townfhip, in the

A

county of Cumberland, was read, praying a further time may be allowed
them to pay for their unpatented lands ; and on motion, and by fpecial order,
the lame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Salter, Mr. M'Dowell and Mr. White,
to report thereon.
The petitions from a

number of the inhabitants of the county of Franklin,
read the fecond time.
were
23d,
February
read
Ordered, That they be referred to the laft named committee, to report
thereon.

A

from a number of the inhabitants of the town of Ea/lon, in the
county of Northampton, was read, praying leave to bring in a bill for the
purpofe of erecting the faid town into a borough.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants and land-holders of the Northern Liberties, in the county of Philadelphia, was read, praying for leave to bring
petition

in a bill to

A
was

empower them

Ordered

to lie

on the

petition

from

a

to erect a draw-bridge acrofs Cohockfmk creek.
table.

number of the

inhabitants of the county of Wajlrington

read, praying for a divifion of faid county.

Ordered to

on the

lie

table.

petition of Jofeph Fry, read February 23d, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. M'Dowell and Mr. G.

The

Heijler, to report thereon.

The

petition of the Society of the people called Quakers, read February 23d,

was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be ieferred

to

Mr. Lewis, Mr. Kennedy and Mr.

Piperi

to report thereon.

The memorial

of Colonel Francis Mentges, read November 24th

laft,

vvat

read the fecond time.

Ordered,

That

it

be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Rittenhoufe and Mr.

Lollar, to report thereon.

The
of

petition of the inhabitants of the fifth election diftrict in the county
Wafliington, read February 23d, was read the fecond time.

be referred to the members from Wajhington county, with
inftruclions to bring in a bill, if they deem it neceifary.
A member prefented to the chair tranferipts of the aflefTments of taxes
within the county of Montgomery, for the year 1787, which were
Ordered,

That

Ordered to

it

lie

on the

table.

The committee

appointed February 23d, on the letter from the Governor
of Connecticut, tranfmitted with the mefiage from Council, made report, which

was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The Houfe refumed the confederation of the bill, entituled, "
Supple" ment to an ac7, entituled " An Act to enforce the due collection and payc
* ment
of taxes within this commonwealth," poftponed November 28th laft.
Ordered, That it be rc-committed, with the addition of Mr. Lewis and
Mr. M'Lene.

A

The

[

The

*.*

*'

"

"
"

iop

]

" An Aft

for dejlroying the bilk of credit of this commonwealth, emitted in purfuance of an adl of General Ajfembly failed the
firft day of June, one thonfand feven hundred and eighty, entituled " An Ad:
for funding and redeehajng the bills of credit of the United States of America, and fur providing means to bring the prefent war to a happy conclubill,

entituled

was read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed, and in the mean time printed for public
iion,"

consideration.

The bill, entituled " A Supplement to
" gulating the meafurement of corn and
**

ladelphia,"

the act, entituled
fait

" An Act

for re*

imported into the port of Phi-

was read the third time.

Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

Tuefdaj, February, 26, 1788.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
motion of Mr. Fitzfimons, feconded by Mr. Moore,
Refolved, That the Comptroller-General lay before this Houfe, an account
of the additional duties impofed by the acts of the 20th of September 1785 and
the 15th of March 1787, fo far as the fame have been accounted for to him by
the Collector of the port of Philadelphia.
A petition from John Brown, a collector of taxes, refiding in the townfhip
of Wf-town, in the county of Chejier, was read, fetting forth, that he was
robbed of a confiderable fum of money by him received in the payment of taxes, and praying the fame may be placed to his credit in the fettlement of his

On

accounts.

Ordered to lie on the table.
from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Northumberland were read, praying that William Van Phul and Daniel Whitmer may be
entitled to the exclulive right of keeping and maintaining a ferry acrofs the
Petitions

river Sufquehanna, oppofite the

Ordered to

A

petition

lie

from

on the

town of Sunbury.

table.

divers inhabitants of the county of

praying that the county courts
within their refpective counties.
read,

Northumberland was

may be empowered

to regulate ferries

Ordered to lie on the table.
petition from William Mackey, late a Captain in the 9th Pennfylvania
regiment, was read, ftating his diflrefTed fituation, and praying this Houfe to

A

grant

him

relief in the premifes.

Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from 1688 inhabitants of the city and county of Philadelphia, of
a fimilar tenor with that of the religious fociety of the people called Quakers,
read yefterday, were read; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame
were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Piper,
to report thereon.

A

petition

from

divers inhabitants of the county of Wajloington

was

read,

fetting forth, that they are opprefTed by the owners and occupiers of mills in
exacting an exorbitant toll, and praying relief in the premifes.
Ordered to lie on the table.

A

petition

[

no

]

petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Wajlnngton
ftating their diftrefles, occasioned by the late war, and praying they
read,
was
may be exonerated from the payment of taxes.

A

Ordered

A

petition

to lie on the table.
from Michael Eberle was

read, referring to his petition read Sep-

tember 13th laft, and praying relief in the premifes.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petitions of Michael Marks, John 'Tom and James Parker, read February 21ft and 22d, were feverally read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Will, Mr. Robin/on, Mr. Hubley, Mr.
Davis, Mr. Sands, Mr. Clark and Mr. Piper, to report thereon.
The petition of divers inhabitants and land-holders of the Northern Liberties,
Whereupon,
read yefterday, was read the fecond time
Refolved, That they have leave to bring in a bill conformably to the prayer
of their petition.
The petition of the inhabitants of the town of Eafton, in the county of
Northampton, read yefterday, was read the fecond time Whereupon,
Refolved, That they have leave to bring in a bill to erect the faid town into
a borough.
The committee appointed yefterday, on the memorial of Colonel Francis
Mentges, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee of accounts made report in part, which was read ; and on
motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time: Whereupon,
Refolved, That the Speaker draw an order on the State Treasurer, in favor
of Robert Smith, junior, for the fum of feven pounds ten jlnllings, in full of his
:

:

account.

The committee
fpecting the letter

appointed February 23d, on that part of the meffage re-

from Governor

St. Clair,

made

report,

which was

read,

and
Ordered to

lie

The committee
report,

which was

Ordered

to lie

on the tabic.
appointed yefterday, on the petition of Jofeph Fry,
read,

made -

and

on the

table.

The committee

appointed yefterday, on the petitions for and againft enacting
the bill, entituled " An Acl to incorporate the Prejbyterian church of Middle
" Octorara, in Bart toivnflnp, in the county of Lancafter," made report, which

was

and
Ordered to

read,

on the table.
The report of the committee on the letter from Governor Huntington, read
yefterday, was read the fecond time, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the letter from his Excellency Samuel Huntington, Efquire, in behalf of John Franklin, now confined in the
gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia, beg leave to report the following
refolution,

lie

viz.

Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to authorife
the Supreme Executive Council to direct that the faid John Franklin be admitted to bail, on his leaving this ftate.
And on the queftion, " Will the Houfe adopt the report ?"~

—

It

was

carried in the negative.

On

r.

On

***

3

motion of Mr. Fitzfimons, feconded by Mr. Hiltzheimer,

Ordered,

That Friday, the 7th day of March next, he afligned for the third
bill, entituled " An AB to incorporate the fubfcribers to the plan

reading of the

" for ereBing a permanent bridge over the river Schuylkill, at the wejlern extre" mity of the High-ftreet of the city of Philadelphia j and that it be the order
'

for that day.

The committee

to

whom

" An AB for
" An AB for

entituled
entituled

was re-committed, November 13th laft, the bill,
and vendues," reported a bill,
and vendues," which was read

the regulation of auBions
the regulation of auBions

time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A.

the

firft

M.

Wednefday^ February 27, 1788.
The Houfe met

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from 1340 inhabitants of the fouth and weftern parts of the county of Northampton, and parts of the counties of Bucks, Berks and Montgo~
mery, were read, praying to be erected into a feparate county.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A repreientation from divers inhabitants of the county of Northampton
was rea'd, fetting forth, that they will at their own expence erect or caufe to
be erected a court-houfe and priibn, within the boundaries of the new county prayed for in the above-mentioned petitions.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from the inhabitants of the townfhip of Pajfyunk, in the county of Philadelphia, was read, praying that they may not be re-annexed to the
Petitions

city

and

common

of Philadelphia, for the purpofe of fupporting their poor in
and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fe-

liberties
;

cond time.
Ordered,
ladelphia,

A

That

it

be referred to the

members of

the city and county of Phi-

to report thereon.

from the inhabitants of Newberry townfhip,
was read, praying to be annexed to the firft diftrict

petition

York,
general elections.

county of
for holding their
in the

on the table.
from Thomas Gordon was read, fetting forth, that he hath been
attainted of high treafon, and in confequence thereof his eftate became vefted
in this commonwealth, and praying leave, for reafons fet forth in his petition, to bring in a bill to re-inveft the fame in him.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from 1726 inhabitants refiding on the north fide of Tufcarora
mountain, in the county of Cumberland, were read, praying that a feparate

Ordered

A

to lie

petition

county may be erected, according
Ordered to lie on the table.

to certain limits fet forth in faid petitions.

A reprefentation from the Judges of the fupreme court of this commonwealth was read, fetting forth, that the conftitution of Pennsylvania exprefly
requires that the falaries of the Judges fhould be fixed, and an act of the legiflature, paffed the 25th March, 1785, declares that thofe falaries fhall not be
withdrawn, with-held or leffened, on any pretence whatever ; that fince the
emiffion of paper money their falaries have been paid therewith, whereby
they
F f

[

«*

]

they have fuftained very great lofs ; and praying the premifes may be taken
into confideration, and while they extend juftice to them, to adopt, at the
fame time, fome expedient to fecure to the Judges in future that indepen-

dence, which the principles of law and liberty pronounce they ought al-

ways

to enjoy.

Ordered to lie on the table.
A motion was made by Mr. Clymer, feconded by Mr. Rittenhoufe,
For the purpofe of fecuring the public offices in the wings of the Statehoufe from danger by fire, which was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial
order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the confideration thereof be poftponed.
The petition of William Mackey, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Clingan, Mr. Gilchreejl and Mr. Clark,

•

to report thereon.
The petition of

Ordered,

Michael Eberle, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
That it be referred to the laft named committee, to report

thereon.

The

John Brown, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the members from Chejler county, to report
petition of

thereon.

The

petition of divers inhabitants of the

vember 22d
Ordered,

laft,

county of Huntingdon, read No-

was read the fecond time.

That

it

»•

be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Davis and Mr. M'Lene,

to report thereon.
petition from

A

James Hanna was read, praying to be appointed Regifter
of Wills and Recorder of Deeds for the county of Bucks, in the room of
Jofeph Hart, Efquire, deceafed.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The report on the petition of Jofepb Fry, read yefterday, was read the
fecond time.
Ordered, That it be re-committed.
The report of the committee on the letter from Governor St. Clair, read

was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
The report on the petition of Colonel Francis Mentges, read yefterday, was

yefterday,

read the fecond time.

That

Whereupon,

committee be appointed

to bring in a bill, for

an allowfor fervices rendered by Lieutenantance of
Colonel Francis Mentges, in infpe&ing the ftate of the militia and of the
public arms, under the orders of the Supreme Executive Council.
Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Rittenhoufe and Mr. Lollar be a committee,
for the purpofes contained in the foregoing refolution.
Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to the chair a bill, entituled
" An Acl for building a draw-bridge acrofs Cohockfinck creek, in the NorthRefolved,

"

em

a

Liberties of the city of Philadelphia,"'

which was read the

flrft

time,

and

Ordered to

The

lie

on the

"

table.

An AH

to regulate auctions and vendues," was read
the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed for public
confideration.
bill,

entituled

The

-

C

"3

3
»

having been brought in engro/Ted, were feverally comThe following
pared at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to fign the
bills

lame, viz.

Prejhyterian congregation of the BigACT incorporate the
Spring, in Newtown townjlnp, in Cumberland county.
An ACT for ve/ling the public Jiore-houfe and two
of ground in the

An

to

firjl

lots

borough and county of Lancafter
of the faid infiitution.

ACT

An

in the Tru/lees of'

Franklin

College,

Jor the

life

for propagating the go/pel among the
heathen, formed by members of the Epifcopal church of the United Brethren, or
Unitas Fratrum.
authori/ing the Supreme Executive Council to draw an order on
An
the Treafurer of this fate, for the fum of feventy-nine pounds ten {hillings,
in favor of Alexander M'Dowell.
to the act, entituled " An Act to alter and amend
"
M an act, entituled
An Act to remedy the defects of the feveral acts of AJfem9* bly heretofore made jor regulating the elections of jujlices of peace through*
" out this fate, and to efablifh a permanent mode for holding fuch elections ;
*< and to authorife the jujlices
of the peace of the city of Philadelphia to hold
" the courts of record of the faid city, and to make further provi/ion for the
/« incorporate the fociety

ACT

A SUPPLEMENT

"

due election and return of jujlices of peace elect."
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

Thurfday> February 28, 1788.
The Houfe met

A

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from the Honorable the Vice-Prefident of the Supreme Executive
Council was prefehted to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.
letter

COUNCIL CHAMBER,

Philadelphia, February 28, 178s.

SIR,

BY

the direction of Council, I do myfelf the honor to inclofe you a letter from his Excellency the Governor of Majfachufetts, together with a
memorial from D. Shutz.
I have the honor to he,

With

the highejl refpect,

Tour mqfl

obedient fervant,

PETER MUHLENBERG.

And the feveral

papers therewith tranfmitted were alfo read.

A

memorial from the Wardens of the city of Philadelphia was read, praying to be heard by Council againft the bill, entituled " An Act to incorporate
*' the fubfcribers to the plan
for erecting a permanent bridge over the river
«' Schuylkill, at the wejlern extremity
of the High-ftreet of the city of Phila
M delphia j" and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fe-

condtime: Whereupon,
Refohed, That the prayer thereof be granted, and that Thurfday next be
affigned for the purpofe of hearing council on the faid fubject.
Petitions

c

"4

]

the inhabitants of this ftate were read, praying
be
impofed on foreign malt and barley, as may
that fuch heavy duties
tend to a total prohibition of the importation thereof in future.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the Northern Liberties was
read, remonftrating againft the memorial of 'John Penn, junior, and John
Penn, Eiquires, read February 21 ft inftant, and praying the facts therein fet
forth may be left to the decilion of the courts of law.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the Northern Liberties of
the city of Philadelphia was read, remonftrating againft granting the prayer of
the memorial of John Penn, junior, and John Penn, Eiquires, read November
19th laft, and praying to be heard by council at the bar of this Houfe.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from 161 inhabitants of the Dry Lands, in the county of Northampton, were read, remonftrating againft the memorial of John Penn, junior,
and John Penn, Eiquires, read November 19th laft, and praying that ib much
of the prayer of the faid memorial, as affects the polleflions of the petiPetitions

from

a

number of

may

may not be granted.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from Jofeph Erwin, Samuel Smith, junior, and William Linton,
were read, feveralfy praying to be appointed regilter for the probate of wills,
&c. and recorder of deeds, in and for the county of Bucks, in the room of
Jofeph Hart, Efquire, deceafed.
Ordered to lie on the table.
On motion of Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Foulke,
Ordered, That Friday, the 7th day of March next, be affigned for the election of a regifter for the probate of wills, &c. and recorder of deeds, in and
for the county of Bucks.
The petition of Samuel EJfop, read in the late Houfe September nth laft,
was prelented to the chair, read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from the freeholders and inhabitants of the townfhip of Moyamenfing, in the county of Philadelphia, was read, fetting forth, that they are
unequally burthened in contributing towards the lupport of the poor, by being
annexed to the city and liberties of Philadelphia in common for that purpofe,
and prayin^ they may be ftruck off, and permitted to fupport their own poor;
and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the members of the city and county of Phitioners,

ladelphia,

On

to report thereon.

motion,

Ordered,

That Mr. Lewis and Mr. Findley be added

to the

committee ap-

pointed yefterday, on the petitions of William Mackey and Michael Eberle.
The committee, to whom was referred that part of the meffage which reflects the renewal of the act for appointing wardens for the port of Philadelphia, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee, to whom was re-committed yefterday the report on the petition

report, which was read
the fecond time.
was
read
fame

of Jofeph Fry,

fpecial order, the

Ordered,

made

;

and on motion and by

That the further confideration thereof be poftooned.

The

C

»s

3

appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
for allowing a further time to dijlribute the donation lands promifed to the
troops of this commonwealth," which was read the firft time, and

The committee
"
"

A3

Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to the chair a bill, entituled
*'
Supplement to the acl, entituled " An Act for verting the eftate of the late
" proprietaries of Pennjyhania in this commonwealth," which was read the
firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled " An A£l for erecting a certain diflriSi of country, in
" which the court- houfe in Chefter county Jlands, into a county town" was read
the third time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.
The bill, entituledt " An ASl to enable the owners and pojfejfors of a certain
«' tract
of marjh and meadow land therein defcribed, jituate in the counties of

A

" Philadelphia and

"

repair,

and

and flood-gates in
was read the fecond

Chefter, to keep the banks, dams, flukes

to raife

a fund

to defray the expence thereof,"

time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow,' A. M.

Friday, February 29, 1788.
The Houfe met

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

A

memorial from the members of the Hebrew congregation of the city of
Philadelphia was read, fetting forth, that they have at a confiderable expence
erected a houfe for the worlhip of God ; that they are ftill indebted to mvers
perfons for compleating the fame about eight hundred pounds, and for which
the fame will be fold by public auction, unlefs payment of the faid fum be
made ; that the number of their members is considerably diminished, and unable to difcharge the faid debt ; therefore praying this Houfe to grant them
leave to bring in a bill, to enable them to raife by way of lottery a fum of

money

fufficient for the aforefaid purpofe.

Ordered to lie on the table.
from Reading Beatty and Abraham du Bois were read, feverally
praying to be appointed regifter for the probate of wills, &c. and recorder of
deeds, in and for the county of Bucks.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from a number of the pilots of the port of Philadelphia was read,
fetting forth the expediency of appointing one of their number to the office
of a Warden of the port of Philadelphia, and praying that an increafe of wages
may be allowed to Pilots plying in the bay and river Delaware ; and on moWhereupon,
tion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time
"Petitions

:

The

That

be referred to the city members, to report thereon.
petition of Thomas Gordon, read February 27th, was read the fecond

Ordered,

it

time.

That it be referred to Mr. Will, Mr. Robinfon, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr.
Mr. Rittenhoufe, to report thereon.
The petitions of a number of the citizens of this ftate, read February 27th,

Ordered,
Findley and

were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Chapman, Mr. Kennedy and Mr.
hollar, to report thereon.

G

g

The

[

"6

]

inhabitants of the county of Northumberland, read February 26th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
The petition of divers inhabitants of the county of WaJJjington, read Fe-

The

petition of a

number of the

bruary 26th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Work, Mr. Davis and Mr. Flenniken,
to report thereon.
The petition of a number of the frontier inhabitants of the county of
Wapington, read February 26th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to
to report thereon.

Mr.

Clingan,

Mr.

Philips and

Mr. Wright,

of Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Fitzfimons,
Refo/ved, That the committee of accounts be inftrudted to fettle the accounts of the Truftees of the loan-office, and report ^hereon, as well as of
the fums of money which have come to their hands and are not re-loaned,
agreeably to the adt, entituled " An Acl to alter and amend an acl, entituled
" An Adt for eredting and opening a loan-office for the fum of fifty thou/and

On motion

pounds."

appointed on that part of the meflage, which refpedts the
purchafe of a tradt of country on Lake Erie, made report, which was read;
and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, and

The committee

adopted, as follows, viz.

The committee,

whom

was referred the meflage of Council refpedting
of land on Lake Erie, beg leave to report

to

the purchafe of a tradt
That in their opinion the purchafe of the laid tradt of land is an object
therefore beg leave to offer the folhighly worthy the attention of this ftate
-,

lowing refolution,

That the Supreme Executive Council be authorifed

to negotiate with the

country as may appear to be their property on
Lake Erie, adjoining to the northern boundary of this ftate, and report to the
General Aflembly the terms required by Congrefs, with an eftimate of all the
other expences which in their opinion may be nsceflary for compleating the

United

States, for fuch tradt of

purchafe.

the confideration of the report on the letter 'from Governor St. Clair, and adopted the fame, as follows, viz.
The committee on the letter from Governor St. Clair, communicated by
the Supreme Executive Council, report
That the public funds being productive of nothing but paper, no means
whatever prefent to them of complying with the requeft contained in the laid
They therefore offer the following refolution,
letter for hard money

The Houfe refumed

:

That the Supreme Executive Council be informed, that the
Houfe do not perceive any prefent means by which the neceflity mentioned in
Refolved,

Governor St. Clair's letter for fpecie can be relieved.
The committee appointed on that part of the meffage which refpedts the
revenue laws of this ftate made report, which was read ; and on motion,
and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.

committee, to whom was referred that part of the meflage of Count
which reipedts the revenue laws, report
That the act, which entitles the exporters of goods to any ports or places
without the capes of Delaware to a draw-back, reftrains fuch allowance to the

The

cil

original

:

:

:

C

"7

3
of the goods be-

original importers, arid obliges them tc produce a certificate
ing landed agreeably to the ouivvard entry :

That the evident intention of the law appears

to be, that the duties on
any other country or ftate fhould be drawn back,
a provifion wifely intended to encourage the trade of this ftate, by enabling
its citizens to import goods confumed in other ftates
That limiting the draw- backs to the original importer appears, in this refpect, to be an unaeceffary reftraint, and fo far to counteract the intention of
the law
That with refpedl to certificates, it appears the provifion is founded on the
practice of Great-Britain in her intercoufe with her own colonies, and by no
means applicable to the fituation of Pennjylvania, and that fufficient fecurity
againft the re-landing of goods entered for exportation may be obtained by

goods exported by

fea to

other provifions

The committee
That

therefore fubmit the following refolution

:

committee be appointed, to bring in a bill for altering and
Refolved,
amending fo much of the revenue act of this ftate, as reftrains the granting
of draw-backs on goods exported to the original importer, and obliged the exporters to produce certificates of the landing of fuch goods.
Ordered, That Mr. Fitzfimons, Mr. Lewis and Mr. Findley be a committee,
a

for the purpofe contained in the foregoing refolution.

The committee

appointed on that part of the meffage from Council, which
refpedts an extenfion of the time limited by law for compleating titles which
originated before the ioth day of December, 1776, made report, which was
read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond
time Whereupon,
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, for extending
the period allowed for compleating titles for lands held under office-rights obtained before the ioth of December, 1776,' for the further term of
from and after the tenth day of April next.
Ordered, That Mr. Salter, Mr. White and Mr. M'Dowell be a committee,
for the purpofe contained in the foregoing refolution.
On motion of Mr. Clymer, feconded by Mr. Schott,
Ordered, That Wednefday next be afTigned for renaming the confideration of
Supplement to an ab~l, entituled " An Act for afcertainthe bill, entituled "
" ing and confirming to certain perfons, called Connecticut Claimants, the lands
'< by them
claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for other purpofes
*« therein mentioned," and that it be the order for that day.
The Houfe refumed the confideration of the bill, entituled •* An A£l to
** encreafe the duties
of excife upon wine, and upon rum, brandy and other Jpirits,"
poftponed November 26th laft, and having in part debated the fame by para:

A

graphs,
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
It was then, on motion of Mr. Fitzfimons, feconded by Mr. Clymer,
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to enforce the
due collection and payment of the duties of excife.
Ordered,

That Mr.

Fitzfimons,

Mr.

Peters and

Mr.

Findley be a committee,

for the purpofe contained in the foregoing refolution.

The bill, entituled f* An Act for allowing afurther time to diftribute the do" nation lands promifed to the troops of this commonwealth," was read the fecond
time, and in part debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be re-committed.
The

" An Acl for building a draw-bridge acrofs Cohockfinck
Northern
Liberties of the city of Philadelphia," was read the
creek,
Second time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be transcribed, and in the mean time printed for public

The

"

entituled

bill,

in the

consideration.

Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A.

Saturday,
The Houfe met

A

i,

A.

1788.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from

petition

March

M.

divers inhabitants reiiding in or holding lands within the

townfhip of Sbippenjburgh, read in the late Houfe

March 24th

laft,

was pre-

fented to the chair, read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

A

from his Excellency the Chevalier de la Luzerne, late Minifter
from his Moft Chriftian Majefty to the United States of Amewas prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.

letter

Plenipotentiary
rica,

The Honorable

//fo

Speaker

of the

General Assembly of Pennsylvania.

SIR,
HAVE

I

Paris.

received the

you have honored

fcended to give

me

my name

acl: of the Aflembly of Pennjylvania, and the letter
with, from which I learn that that ftate has condeto one of its newly erected counties.
It is impoflible

Having
for me to explain the grateful fenfe I have of this diftinguifhed favor.
the advantage of a long refidence in Pennjylvania, I have been witnefs to all
the ads of patriotifm and valour performed in that ftate, and which have fo

much

contributed to the American independence.
have had the further advantage of a perfonal knowledge of the different
members of your government, and the opportunity of judging with what
wifdom, prudence and firmnefs, they have fucceeded in eftablilhing one of the
beft gc/vernments in the world.
Laftly, Sir, my long refidence, my inclination, and the honor juft conferred on me, are the ties which bind me inviolably to the ftate of PennjylI

vania.

Be

body you prefide over of my veneto renew the alfurances of the attachment

pleafed, Sir, to allure the illuftrious

and permit me
;
have the honor to be,

ration and refpect

with which

I

SIR,
Tour

?noJl

humble and obedient fervant,

De la

LUZERNE.

A

petition from Ennion Williams was read, praying to be appointed regifter
for the probate of wills, &c. and recorder of deeds, in and for the county
of

Bucks.

Ordered to lie on the table.
petition from Ebenezer Brady, collector of taxes in the townfhip of Hopewell, and county of Cumberland, was read, Setting forth,
that on a final Settlement of his duplicates he falls in arrear the fum of
fixty-fve pounds, and

A

praying

;

[
praying certificates for money by
ceived in payment therefor.

"9
him

]

loaned to the United States

may be

re-

Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of Wayne townfbip, in the
county of Cumberland, was read, praying that this Houfe may not oppofe the
adoption of the Conftitution for the government of the United States, propofed by the late Foederal Convention.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from John Sparhawk was read, praying payment of rent and damages fuftained by having a number of troops quartered in his Houfe in the
city of Philadelphia, by order of the Supreme Executive Council.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petitions of 1340 inhabitants of the fouth-weftern parts of the county
of Northampton, and of a number of the inhabitants of the counties of
Bucks, Berks and Montgomery, read February 27th, were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Chapman, Mr. Davis, Mr. Trexler,
Mr. Philips and Mr. Lollar, to report thereon.
The committee appointed February 22d, on the memorial of John Penn,
junior, and John Penn, Efquires, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed on that part of the meffage from Council, refpecting the refolution of Congrefs of the 21ft March laft, made report,
which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An
'*
Act to compenfate the fervices of Lieutenant-Colonel Francis Mentges, in
" injpecling the militia of the fate and the public arms," which was read the
firfr, time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled "
" Supplement to an a5l, entituled •' An Act to divide Wafeington county into
" election dillricts," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Supplement to an acl, entituled " An Act for veftThe bill, entituled "
" ing the eftate of the late proprietaries of Pennfylvania in this common" wealth," was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred, together with the petitions of the inhabitants
of the Northern Liberties, and of the inhabitants of the Dry Lands, in the
county of Northampton, to Mr. Lewis, Mr. Robinfon, Mr. Foulke, Mr. Evans,
Mr. Hubley, Mr. Schmyfer, Mr. Beak, Mr. Kremer, Mr. Trexler, Mr. Piper
Mr. White, Mr. Irivitt, Mr. Wright, Mr. Philips, Mr. M'Lene, Mr. Lollar,
Mr. Clark and Mr. Schott, to report thereon.
The bill, entituled V An Acl for dejlroying the bills of credit of this com" momvealth emitted in purfuance of an ac~l of General AJfembly, paffed the firfl
" day of June, one thoufand feven hundred and eighty, entituled
Act for
" funding and redeeming the bills of credit of the United States of America,
" and for providing means to bring the prefent war to an happy conclufion,"
was read the third time.
.Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
Adjourned until three o'clock on Monday next, P. M.

A

A

"An

H

h

Monday,

120

Monday March
)

The Houfe met

3,

]

1788.

P.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from the Honorable the Vice-Prefident of the Supreme Executive
A
Council was prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.
letter

In

COUNCIL,

Philadelphia,

March

i,

1788.

SIR,

BY

Council, I do myfelf the honor to tranfmit the petition of Meffieurs Bedford and Nevil, upon the fubjecl: of their account
due to them for erecting a Triumphal Arch, which we beg leave
monies
for
£0 recommend to the consideration of your honorable Houfe.
I have the honor to be,
With great refpeSl,
Tour obedient and very humble fervant,
direction of

PETER MUHLENBERG.

Honorable the Speaker of the
General AJfembly.

And

A

the enclofures therewith tranfmitted were alfo read.

petition

from William Stewart was read, praying to be appointed regifter
&c. and recorder of deeds, in and for the county of

for the probate of wills,

Bucks.

Ordered to lie on the table.
memorial from the judge of admiralty was read, fetting forth the hardfhip fuftained in the reduction of his falary by a late act of Affembly, alfo in
confequence of the depreciation of paper money ; therefore praying, that at
leaft the cuflomary fees of his office may be reftored to him ; and on motion,
and by fpecial order the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Fitzfimons, Mr. Peters, Mr. Findley, Mr.
M'Lene and Mr. Lollar, to report thereon.
The reprefentation of the judges of the fupreme court of this commonwealth, read February 26th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the lad named committee, to report

A

thereon.

The petitions of 1726 inhabitants of the county of Cumberland, read February 27th, were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Will, Mr. Salter, Mr. Chapman, Mr.
Mr. Work, Mr. Schmyfer, Mr. D. Mitchell, Mr. G. Heifer, Mr. EaSayler, Mr. White, Mr. Irwin, Mr. Flenniken, Mr. Gilchreejl, Mr.
M'Calmont, Mr. Reiff, Mr. Clark and Mr. Schott, to report thereon.
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of the county of Waflrington,
praying for a divifion of faid county, read February 25th laft, was read the fe-

Raljlon,
ler,

Mr.

cond time.
Ordered,
thereon.

That

it

be

referred to

the

laft

named committee,

to

report

The memorial of the Hebrew congregation of the city of Philadelphia, read
February 29th, was read the fecond time: Whereupon,
Ordered, That the memorialists have leave to withdraw their memorial.

The

1*1

[
The

petition of

time.
Ordered,

That

Samuel

EJ/bp, read

1

]

February

28th, was read the fecond

be referred to the committee appointed November ift laft,
on the petitions of Nicholas Krebl, and others.
The petition of a number of perfons refiding in or holding lands within
the townlhip of Shippenjburgh, in the county of Franklin, read March ift,
was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Schmyfer, Mr. Trexler, and Mr. M'Calit

mont, to report thereon.
The petition of Robert 'Taylor, read November 27th laft, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Will, Mr. Oliver and Mr. Rittenhoufe,
to report thereon.
The report of the committee on that part of the meflage from council which
refpects the refolution of Congrefs of the 2 ift of

March

laft,

read

March

ift,

was read the fecond time Whereupon,
Refolved, That his Excellency the Prefident and the Honorable the Supreme
Executive Council be informed, that this Houfe having, by their committee,
carefully examined into the fubjedt matter of that part of the faid meflage,
which recommends to the notice of this Houfe the refolution of Congrefs panned March 21ft, 1787, and fuggefts the propriety of pafling a declaratory adt to
anfwer the end intended by the faid refolution, they cannot find that there is
:

adts, or any part or parts of any adt or adts, pafled by the legiflature of
Fennfylvania, now in force, which are repugnant to the treaty of peace between the United States and his Britannic Majefty, or to any articles thereof,
or that at all tend to reftrain, limit, or in any manner impede, retard or counteract the operation and execution thereof, or to explain the fame.
Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to the chair a bill, entituled

any aft or

" An Ac~l

members of the religious fociety of Roman Catholics
belonging to the congregation of St. Mary's church, in the city ^Philadelphia,"
which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Supplement to an aSl, entituled " An Adt. to divide
The bill, entituled "
" Waflnngton county into election diftridts," was read the fecond time, and
debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed for public
to incorporate the

•'

-

A

confideration.

Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A.

Tuefday,

March

4,

M.

1788.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
Petitions from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Huntingdon
were read, praying that Aughwick creek may by law be declared a public
highway, as far as the mouth of Sideling-hill creek.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from Jcbn Cadwallader was read, praying to be appointed regifter for the probate of wills, &c. and recorder of deeds, in and for the county of Bucks.
Ordered to lie on the table.

A

petition

[

A

petition

*—

]

from Bartholomew Van-Beer,

late a

Captain of light dragoons

in the armies of the United States, was read, fetting forth, that by a refolution of the United States in Congrefs affembled, he conceives himfelf equally
entitled to the benefits and emoluments to which officers of equal rank in

the late Penn/ylvania line are entitled, and praying a proportionable part of
the donation lands fet apart for the laid line may be granted unto him.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from 488 inhabitants of the city and liberties of Philadelphia were
read, fuggefting divers amendments to the aft, entituled " Art Ac! for amend" ing the penal laws of this commonwealth," and praying for a reviiion of the
fame; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame were read the fecond
time.
Ordered,

That they be referred to Mr. Logan, Mr.
Mr. Kennedy and Mr. M'Lene, to report thereon.

The

of Thomas M'Cormick, read in the

petition

September 14th

Ordered

laft,

to lie

was prefented
on the table.

Mr. Champan,

Peters,

late

Houfe of AlTembly

read, and

to the chair,

A letter from

the Comptroller-General, inclofing a ftatement of the additionimpofed by the acts of the 20th September, 1785, and the 15th March,
1787, fo far as the fame have been accounted for to him by the Collector of
the port of Philadelphia, and of the appropriations of the revenues, was read;
and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on ways and means, to report
al duties

thereon.

The memorial

of William Moore, Efquire,

read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to

Mr.

letter

Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Evans,
and Mr. Clark, to report thereon.

vefterday, were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That Mr. Will, Mr. Hubley,
Schott be a committee to confer with the

deem

was

laft,

Fitzjimons,

Mr. M'Lene, Mr. Rittenhoufe
from the honorable the Vice-Prelident, with

Findley,

The

Mr.

read 'November 26th

its

enclofures, read

Mr. Philips, Mr. M'Lene and Mr.
Supreme Executive Council thereon,

and report to this Houfe.
The committee appointed on that part of the mefTage, which refpedls the
continued d-epreciation of the paper currency, made report, which was read,
and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The report on the memorial of John Perm, junior, and John Penn, Efquires,
read March ift, was read the fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the memorial of John Penn, junior,
and 'John Penn, Efquires, praying a confirmation of the partition made, and
of thofe to be made between them, beg leave to report
That they have enquired into the doubts of the petitioners refpefting the
validity of the faid partitions, and have dilcovered that they arife from an appreheniion that the Briti/lj acls of Parliament for the making of partitions do
not extend to Pennfylvama ;
That your committee, having informed themfelves on this fubjec~t, are of
opinion that the ftatutes are in force, and conftantly pra&ifed under in this
if

they

ftate

it

neceltarv,

:

1 hey

therefore

Rejolved,

beg leave

to offer the following refolution

That the memorialifts have

leave to

withdraw

:

their

memorial.

The

2
13
2

1

I2 3

[
The

bill,

entituled

" Francis Mentges,

" and ftores," was
And in debating
Be

*'

"

it

'V

An

Act

to

]

compenfate thefervices of Lieutenant -Colonel
of this ftate and the public arms

in inppetting the militia

read the fecond time.

the following paragraph, viz.

therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted

by the reprefentatives of

*'

the freemen of the commonwealth of Pennf'lvania, in General Alterably
met, and by the authority of the fame, That the Supreme Executive Council be authorifed, and they are hereby authorifed and directed to draw their

"

warrant on the

**

" Mentges,

"

for the

in

treafurer,

ftate

favor of

fum of

Lieutenant-Colonel Francis
compenfation for the

as a full

fervices rendered as aforefaid."

was moved by Mr. Kreemer, feconded by Mr. Sands,
" one hundred pounds,"
fill up the blank with the words
And on the queflion, " Will the Houfe agree to the fame ?" the Yeas and
Kays were called by Mr. Kennedy and Mr. M'Dowell, and were as follow, pm.
It

To

—

—

YEAS.

YEAS.
1

George Clymer,

18 fofeph Reed,

2

"Jacob Hiltzheimer,

19 fofeph Lilley,

3

William Will,
William Robinfon, jun.

4

20 Gabriel

5 fohn Salter,
6 Richard Peters,

7 Gerardus Wynkoop,
8 'John Chapman,
9 Robert Ralfton,
io fames Moore,
Richard 'Thomas,
1
Samuel Evans,
1
Willing,
Richard
I
3
Hubley,
Adam
14
15 fofeph Work,
16 William Mitchell,

30 Theophilus

34 John Paul

T5 William Findley,
16 fames Barr,
1
j fohn M'Dowell,
18 fames Allifon,

Valentine Upp,

4 Town/end Whelen,
5 fames Clemfon,
6 facob Erb,

19 Alexander Wright,

20 fohn Flemiiken,
21 fohn Gilchreeft,
22 fames M'Lene,
23 fames M'Calmont,

7 Michael Schmyfer,
8 Thomas Clingan,
9 David Mitchell,
10 Thomas Beale,
Thomas Kennedy,
I I
1
1

Schott.

NAYS.

NAYS.
Thomas Fitzftmons,
2 Samuel Foulke,
1

3

Philips,

Robert Lollar,
3
32 Benjamin Rittenhoufe,
33 Peter Richards,.

17 David M'Clellan,

,

Hei/ler,

21 fofeph Sands,
22 Philip Kreemer,
23 Peter Trexler, jun»
24 Peter Burkbalter,
25 Peter Ealer,
26 facob Say lor,
27 Samuel Ma^ay,
28 fohn White,
29 fohn Irwin,

24 Jacob

Reiftf,

jtero£ M/'/^y,

"John Oliver,

25
26

.Ro/^r/ C7tfr£,

David Davis,

27

^0,6/2

Carfon.

14 y<j^« Piper,
So

it

was determined

in the affirmative
I

i

;

and the

bill

being fully debated,
Ordered,

I2 4

£
Ordered,

Thai

1

be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed for public

4t

con lid e ration.

A

Supplement
the confideration of the bill, entituled *«
"
corn and
of
measurement
the
An
Act
regulating
entituled
for
aft,
the
to
debated
the
fully
fait imported into the port of Philadelphia," and having

The Houfe refumed
<<

«

fame by paragraphs,

1 hat it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enaded
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.
Ordered,

Wednefday^

March

5,

1788.

into a law.

A. M.

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
Letters from Reading Beatty and William Linton were read, feverally requesting leave to withdraw their petitions ; and on motion, and by fpecial order,
the fame were read the fecond time.
That they have leave to withdraw their petitions.
A petition from Jofeph Hart was read, praying to be appointed Regifter for
the Probate of Wills, &c. and Recorder of Deeds, in and for the county of
Ordered,

Bucks.

Ordered

on the table.
from Jacob Beetein, late a foldier in the line of this ftate, was
read, fetting forth, that he was robbed of the certificate given to him for the
depreciation due on his pay, and praying a new one may be granted him in

A

to lie

petition

lieu thereof.

Ordered

A

petition

on the

to lie

from

a

table.

the inhabitants of the county of Bedford was
be paffed, eftabliihing the right of occupancy in pre-

number of

read, praying an act rrfay

ference to other claims.
Ordered to lie on the table.

A

from Stephen Foulke was

petition

read, ftating his unavoidable misfor-

tunes, and praying a remiflion of the payment of his taxes
and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.

Ordered,

That

it

;

and on motion,

be referred to Mr. Clingan, Mr. Philips and Mr. Wright,

to report thereon.

A

petition

from

a

number of the

inhabitants of the county of Cumberland,
entituled "
Supplement to an acl, entituled

A

remonftrating againft the bill,
"• An Act for afcertaining and confirming to certain perfons, called Connec*' ticut Claimants, the lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne,
'* and for other purpofes therein mentioned," and praying the fame may not
be paffed into a law, was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

A

from David H. Conyngham and John Living was read, remonentituled "
Supplement to an acl, entituled " An

petition

ftrating againft the bill,

A

" Aft for afcertaining and confirming to certain perfons, called Connecticut
" Claimants, the lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and
" for other purpofes therein mentioned," and praying the fame may not be
pafttrd into a

law, unlefs an adequate compenfation be made, to the full Satis-

faction of the

owners claiming under Pennfyhania.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from the inhabitants of the town of Harrijburgh, in the county
of Dauphin, was read, praying that the profits arifing from the public ferry
oppofite

:

[

"5l

oppofite the faid town may be applied towards the fupport and
a feminary of learning within the faid town.

endowment of

on the tabler
number of the inhabitants of the county of Huntingdon,
read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered* That it be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Davis and Mr. M'Lene, ta

Ordered to

The

lie

petition of a

report thereon.

The committee appointed February 27th, on
made report, which was read, and

the petition of William

Mac-

key,

Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe renamed the consideration of
the bill, entituled *'
Supplement to an ab~l, entituled " An Act. for afcertain*? ing and confirming to certain perfon6, called Connecticut Claimants, the lands
V by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for other purpofes
•" therein mentioned."
And in debating the ninth fection of the faid bill, together with the amendjnent moved by Mr. Peters and Mr. Findley, November 24th laft,
A motion was made by Mr. Clymer, feconded by Mr. Peters,
To ftrike out the remainder of the faid fection, after the words, " quality
and value," and in lieu thereof to infer t the following paragraph, viz.
" And whereas it has been the petition of fome of the Pennsylvania Claim'
** ants,
that an optional equivalent be made to them in lands or money,
* c which it is not in the prefent ability
of the legiflature to comply with, by
" reafon of the low ftate of the public funds and of the great burthen of
M public debt, but which petition may lie over for the confideration of fome
" future ArTembly
" Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforefaid, That any Pennfylvania.
** Claim&t-as aforefaid, willing to accept his equivalent in lands,
may fignify
** the fame to the board of property, which board thereupon are authorifed
** and directed to allot fuch quantity of the public lands to the faid
claimant,
" as in their eftimation mall be reafonably equivalent to the lofs fuftained by
" the faid claimant, according to the valuation made; and the board of pro** perty mall order a warrant for the fame to be iflued by
the proper officer j
«« and the equivalent made mall be in the refiduum of
the donation lands, or
«' in any other public lands either in the old or new
purchafe, not r«eferved
*' for the ufe of the commonwealth."
Whereupon,
Ordered, That the faid fection and amendment, together with the one propofed as a fubftitute, be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Peters, Mr.
Wynkoop, Mr. Evans, Mr. Lowrey, Mr, G. Heijler, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Findley,
Mr. M'Dowell, Mr. M'Lene, Mr. Lollar and Mr. Schott, to report thereon.
Ordered, That the further confideration of the faid bill be poftooned.
Adjourned until nine o'clock to-morr<5w, A. M.

A

1

Thurfday,
The Houfe met

March

6,

1788.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from John Stump, John Frederick Shetzig, Martin Snider and
Peter Gordon, infolvent debtors, confined in the gaol of the city and county
of Philadelphia, were read, feverally praying to be releafed from their conPetitions

finement;

r*<5

C
finement

;

and on motion, and by

]

fpecial order,

the fame were read the fe-

cond time.
Ordered,

That they be referred to Mr. Will, Mr. Robinfon, Mr. 'Hubley, Mr.
Davis, Mr. Sands, Mr. Clark and Mr. Piper, to report thereon.
A petition from a considerable number of the inhabitants of the county of
Northumberland, refiding on the weft fide of the river Sufquebanna, was read,
praying that part of the faid county
Ordered to lie on the table.

A

petition

may

be erected into a

from Thomas Campbell was

new

county.

read, fetting forth, that he

was ap-

company of

rangers for the protection of the frontiers of
the fame he advanced confiderable
that
in
railing
and
equipping
ftate
;
this
fums of money, which were repaid to him at a lofs of feventeen pounds three

pointed to raife a

fiilliirgs

fpecie; and praying this

Houfe

to direct

payment

thereof, as well as

of the fum of one hundred and feventy-Jix pounds nineteen Jlrillings, due to
on the depreciation of his pay.
Ordered to lie on the table.
petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Bucks

A

him

was

entituled "

praying for a revifion of the fourth fection of the act,
An
Act for the gradual abolition of Jlavery," fo far as the fame fubjects the city,
townfhip or diftridt, to fupport and maintain Negroe children born within the
read,
<c

fame.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 12th laft, on the memorial of Philip
Dick and Catharine his wife, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of Abraham Lukens,
November 8th laft, made -report, which was read, and
%
Ordered to lie on the table.
Samuel
the
petition
of
EJfop, March
The committee, to whom was referred
3d, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 29th, on the petitions of a number of
the inhabitants of this ftate againft the importation of foreign malt and barley,
made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the council for and againft the bill,
entituled " An Act to incorporate the fubjcribers to the plan for erecting a per*' manent bridge over the river Schuylkill,
at the ivejlern extremity of the
" High-ftreet of the city of Philadelphia," appeared at the bar of the Houfe:

Whereupon,

On

motion of Mr. Lollar and Mr. Kennedy,

That this Houfe refolve itfelf into a committee of the whole, for
of hearing council on the aforefaid bill.
purpofe
the
Mr. M'Lene was chofen Chairman of the committee.
Mr. Speaker leaving the chair, the Chairman was placed therein.
And having heard the council againft the aforefaid bill,
The Chairman quitting the chair, the Speaker refumed it.
The Chairman then reported, that they had made fome progrefs in the
bufinefs, and requefted leave to fit again at three o'clock in the afternoon.
Ordered, That leave be granted accordingly.
Adjourned until three o'clock, P. M.
Refolved,

Eodem

.I2 7

[

Eodem Die.

]
P.

M.

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
The Speaker, being informed by a note from Miers

Fifier, Efquire, the
council retained on the part of the fubfcribers to the plan for ere&ing a permanent bridge over the river Schuylkill, that he was very much indifpofed,
and unable to proceed at prefent, laid the fame before the Houfe : Where-

upon
Adjourned

until nine o'clock

Friday

',

to-morrow, A.

March

7',

M.

1788.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
A petition from the minifters, veftrymen and church-wardens of the German
Lutheran congregation in and near the city of Philadelphia was read, fetting
forth, that they have eftablifhed a charity fchool for the education of poor
children, and praying this Houfe to endow the faid fchool with a part of the
unappropriated lands within this ftate.
Ordered to lie on the table.
petition from Ifaac Hicks was read, praying to be appointed regifter
for the probate of wills, &c. and recorder of deeds, in and for the county of
Bucks.
Ordered to lie on the table.
petition from James Murray, late a Captain of a company of rifle*men
raifed for the defence of the frontiers of the county of Northumberland, was
read, fetting forth, that he expended confiderable fums of money in railing
and equipping the faid company, and praying this Houfe to dijecl: payment
thereof to be made to him.
Ordered to lie on the table.
On motion,
Ordered, That Samuel Smith, junior, William Stewart and Jofeph Hart have
leave to withdraw their refpe&ive petitions, praying to be appointed regifter
for the probate of wills, &e. and recorder of deeds, in and for the county
of Bucks.
Petitions from a number of the citizens of this ftate, and land-holders
in the counties of Northampton and Luzerne, were read, ftating, that coniiderable fums of money have already been fubfcribed for opening two roads,
one beginning at or near Pocona point, and to extend northerly to the boundary line of the ftate, and another leading from it at a proper place, and extending to the river Sufquehanna, at or near Tioga, and praying this Houfe to
grant them a further fum for that purpofe.

A

,

A

,

Ordered to lie on the table.
from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Northumberread,
praying a further time of payment for their unpatented lands
Jand were
may be allowed them.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 29th laft, on the petition of Thomas
Gordon, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions

K

k

The

[

«8

]

appointed February 25th laft, on the memorial of the people called Quakers, in favor of the diitrefTed Africans, and alfo from divers,
inhabitants of the city and county of Philadelphia, made report, which was
read, and

The committee

Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe proceeded to the election of
a regifter for the probate of wills and granting letters of adminiftration, and
recorder of deeds, in and for the county of Bucks, and the ballots being
taken, it appeared that James Hanna, Efquire, was duly elecled.
On motion,
Ordered, That the order of the day for the third reading of the bill, entiled " An Ac~l to incorporate the fubferibers to the plan j or erecling a perma1
11

"
"

nent bridge over the river Schuylkill, at the wejlern extremity of the Highftreet of the city of Philadelphia," be postponed.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, for the purpofe of hearing council in favor of the bill,

" An Ac! to incorporate the fubferibers to the plan for erecting a per" manent bridge over the river Schuylkill, at the wejlern extremity of the High" flxeet of the city of Philadelphia," when the Speaker quitted the chair, and
the Chairman was placed therein.
After having heard the faid council, the Chairman left the chair, and the
entituled

Speaker refumed

it.

The Chairman then

made

reported, that they had

further progrefs in the

again in the afternoon.
Ordered, That leave be granted accordingly.
Adjourned until three o'clock, P. M.

bufin^fs, and requested leave to

fit

Eodem Die.

M.

P.

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
The Houfe refolved itfelf into a committee of
The Chairman reported, that the committee

'

the whole.

of the whole had heard the
" An Acl to incorporate the
for
well
as
againfl:
bill,
entituled
the
council as
" fubferibers to the plan for erecting a permanent bridge over the river Schuyl" kill, at the wejlern extremity of the High-ftxeet of the city of Philadelphia :'*

Whereupon,

On motion of Mr. Fitzfimons and Mr. Clymer,
Ordered, That Tuefday next be affigned for the third reading of the bill,
entituled " An A51 to incorporate the fubferibers to the plan for erecling a per" manent bridge over the river Schuylkill, at the wejlern extremity of the High"

ilreef

of the

Adjourned

city

of Philadelphia," and that

until ten o'clock

Saturday,

to-morrow, A.

March

8,

it

be the order for that day.

M.

1788.

A.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
from the, inhabitants of part, of the townfhips of Fdxton and
in
Derry,
the county of Dauphin, was read, praying to be erected into a feparate diftridt for the purpofe of holding their general elections.
Ordered to lie on the table.

A

petition

A memo-

a

[

I2 9

]

A

memorial from the Epifcopal congregation of St. James's Church, at
Perkiomen, in the county of Montgomery, was read, praying to be incorporated j
and on motion, and by lpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.

That they have leave to bring in a bill for that purpofe.
the Honorable the Vice-Prefident of the bupreme Executive
from
A
Council was prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.
Ordered,

letter

In

COUNCIL,

Philadelphia,

March

8,

1788.

,

j

SIR,

BY

do myfelf the honor to inclofe you a ftate of
the reprefentation in Congrefs for the month of February 1788, together
with the proceedings of the Supreme Court in the cafe of John M'Calmont
againft the commonwealth of Pennjylvania, from which it appears that the
fum of jive hundred pounds, Pennjylvania currency, is awarded to John M'Calmont, and as no funds are appropriated for the payment of the money fo awarded, we find it neceffary to lay it before the General AlTembly.
direction of Council

I

/ have

the honor to be,

With

the highejl re/peel,

Tour moft
,

P.

obedient fervant,

MUHLENBERG.

Honorable the Speaker of the
General Afjhnbly.

A petition from divers members of the Prefbyterian congregation of NewLondon, in the county of Chefler, was read, remonftrating againft the act, entituled " An A51 jor incorporating the Prejbyterian congregation of New-Lon" don, in the county of Chefter," and praying the fame may be repealed.
Ordeifcd to lie on the table.
A memorial from the feilion and members of the Prefbyterian congregation
of New-London, in the county of Chejier, was read, praying the act, entituled
**

An

"

the county of Chefter," may not be repealed.
Ordered to lie on the table.

A£l for incorporating the Prejbyterian congregation of New-London,

in

Petitions from 138 inhabitants of the county of Northumberland were read,
praying for a divifion of the faid county.

Ordered

A

petition

on the table.
from Henry Aurandt was

to lie

read,

fetting forth, that in the year

1780 he was. appointed an amftant purchafing commiffioner for the troops in
actual fervice in the county of Northumberland, and contracted divers debts in
the execution of his faid appointment, and received the amount thereof in,
depreciated paper currency, which the creditors from whom he purchafed
would not receive, but have inftituted fuits againft him for payment thereof
in fpecie, and praying this Houfe to grant him relief in the premifes.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from Robert Leflie was read, fetting forth, that he hath invented
and constructed three different methods of attaching and fufpending pendulums
of clocks (whether fuch pendulums be of metal or wood) upon entire new
principles,

;

principles, fo that their vibrations, or the defcribed arches of their fwing, fhall
not be leffened or affected by the action of the weather upon the movements

may be

palled, granting unto

him, his heirs and

and prayino- an

act

exclufive right

of making and vending the fame within

affigns, the

this ftate.

Ordered to lie on the table.
memorial from the contributors for the better employment, relief and
fupport of the poor within the city of Philadelphia, the diftriet of Southwark,'
the townfhips of Moyamenjing, Pajfyunk and the Northern Liberties, was read,
fetting forth, that in confequence of an act of the legislature of this ftate, the
managers therein appointed were to continue in office until the contributors
for the relief and employment of the poor, who are legally qualified by taking and fubferibing the oath or affirmation of allegiance to the ftate, fhall,
under the act of their incorporation, elect others in their place and ftead,

A

a considerable number of the contributors are disqualified from fervthe aforefaid offices, and many of the original contributors being either
dead or departed from the ftate, the number of perfons fuitable for filling

whereby
in°- in

the faid offices is much reduced, and praying a law may be paffed, to enable
the furviving contributors and all future contributors to elect and be elected
managers and trealurer of the faid inftitution; and on motion, and by fpecial
order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the members of the city and county of Philadelphia,

to report thereon.

from John Van dampen, in behalf of himfelf and as agent for
lands within the county of Luzerne, was read, remonftrating
claiming
others
againft the act for erecting the faid county, and the act, entituled " An Ail
" for afcertaining and confirming to certain perfons, called Connecticut Claimants,

A

"

petition

the lands by

them claimed within the county of Luzerne," and praying the

fame may be repealed.
Ordered to lie on the

table.
petition of the minifter, veftrymen and church-wardens of the German
Lutheran congregation in and near the city of Philadelphia, read yefterday,

The

was read the fecond time.
Ordered,

That

it

be referred to Mr. Fitzfimons,

Burkhalter, to report thereon.
The report on the petition of

Abraham Lukens,

Mr. Richards and Mr.

read

March

the fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.
The committee of claims, to whom was re-committed

Abraham Lukens, beg leave to report,'
That they have re-confidered the

6th, was read

the petition of

and at the fame time exrenewed
his claim againft John
amined the faid Lukens
Fox's eftate in confequence of a law concerning confifcated eftates, paffed the
22d day of September, 1785, wherein he faw a yearly rent of twenty-two
bufhels of wheat payable to the Truftees of the univerfity, arifing out of a
faid petition,

perfonally, find that he

lot late the

property of faid Fox.

Your committee are of opinion that the fourth
means only fuch perfons as may have legal claims

fection

of the law alluded to

to fuch forfeited eftates,

and

Wherefore .
does not extend fo far as to include debts of a perfonal nature
Refolved, That the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition.
The report of the committee, read March 4th, on that part of the meffage
:

which refpe&s the continued depreciation of the paper money, was read the
Whereupon
/econd time
:

Refohed,

C

»at

]

That the Supreme Executive Council be inforfned,

Refolved,

that the

are of opinion that a fteady adhcrance to the laws in force for the

Houfc

redemption

AB

emitted by virtue of the act, entituled " An
for juruijhing the
towards
paying
this fate,
the annual inter-eft of the debts of the United
I*
States, and funding and paying the inter eft of the public debts of this fiat'e"
will prove the beft means to lupport the credit of the faid paper money, and
that it is net neceffary to make any new proviiions refpecting it.
The report on the .petition of Samuel EJfop, read March 6th, was read the
Whereupon
fecond time
That
the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition.
Rejoiced,
The report on the, petition of Thomas Gordon, read March 7th, was read
the fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom the petition of Thomas Gordon was referred, having attended to the fubject of their appointment, and examined feveral certificates, depolitions and other evidence, produced to them, do find the following
facts as the refult of their enquiries.
That the petitioner was called upon by proclamation of the Supreme Executive Council, bearing date the 22d day of June, ijjg, requiring him to furrender himfelf to ferine one of the juftices therein mentioned, on or before
the 5th day of Augufi then next following, and abide his legal trial for the
crime of high trealbn ; and by default of furrendering himfelf within the time

of the

bijls

" quota of

:

.

fo

limited, he

became attainted thereof, and his eftate in confequence was a
commonwealth.
•At this time Mr. Gordon was a minor, and beyond feas.
Previoufly to the commencement of the late war, the petitioner was bound

forfeiture to the

apprentice to the mafter of a veifel, to be inftructed in the art of a mariner,
but was in the year 1778 at home with his mother, who then refided in the
townfhip of Oxford, and county of Philadelphia.
He at this time made feveral attempts to join the American army, to which his mother (who was alto
his guardian) appears to have been very averfe, conftantly refufing her confent,
although folicited to comply with his requeft by fome friends whom he had
induced to nfe their influence for that purpofe.
Shortly after Mrs. Gordon brought her fon into the city of Philadelphia (then
pofleffed by the Britijh army) and placed him on board a veffel belonging to that
nation, urging as reafons for fo doing, the ungovernable temper of the youth,,
and her determination that he fhould compleat his knowledge in the profeflion
He appears to have complied very reluctantly, and
fhe had detigned him for.
to have been induced to accede, partly by compulfion and partly by means of
.

.

fmall prefents.

By devife of his
commonwealth has

father he became entitled to a fmall eftate, whereof the
not taken poffeffion, but for which the executor of the laft

will of his father cannot fafely account with

him, unlefs the claim of the Hate

be relinquifhed.

Your committee being of opinion, that whilft the laws of the ftate fubjected
Mr. Gordon to the authority of his parent and guardian, he ought not equitably to ftand refponlible for her acts; therefore, from the peculiar circumftances
of his cafe, recommend the following refolution as proper to be adopted by
the Houfe

:

That Thomas Gordon have

leave to introduce a bill, to be enacted into a law,
affigns, certain eftatcs, forfeited to this com-

for reverting in

him, his heirs and

monwealth by

virtue of his attainder as aforefaid.

LI

The

C
The

x
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on the petition of Philip Dick and Catharine his wife, read
was read the fecond time: Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Findley and Mr. Kennedy,
Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be poflponed.
The bill, entituled " An A61 to incorporate and endow an academy or public
" fchoolin the borough of Reading, in the county of Berks," was read the third

March

report

6th,

time, and debated by paragraphs.

Ordered, That it be engrofled, for the purpofe of being ena&ed into
Adjourned until three o'clock on Monday next, P. M.

Monday, March 10, 1788.

P.

a law.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournmeat.
memorial from the merchants and traders of the city of Philadelphia was
read, ftating, that the law for preventing unfair practices in the packing of
beef and pork is very deficient, and praying this Houfe to revife the fame.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Bucks was
read, of a fimilar tenor with that read February 23d laft, refpeding the pre-

A

fent militia laws of this

Ordered

commonwealth.

on the table.

to lie

*

A petition

from fames McDonald, late a collector of public taxes within the
fownfhip of Hopewell, in the county of York, was read, letting forth, that
he was robbed of one hundred and thirty-four pounds fpecie, by him collected
in the payment of taxes, and praying the amount thereof may be placed
to his credit on the fettlement of his account; and on motion, and by fpecial
order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the members from the county of York, to
report thereon.

The memorial

of divers citizens of this ftate, and land-holders in the counof Northampton and Luzerne, read March 7th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Peters, Mr. Ealer and Mr. Findley, to

ties

report thereon.

The

petition of

Thomas M'Cormick, read March 4th, was read the fecond

time.
Ordered,

That

it

be referred to Mr.

TVill,

Mr. Schmyfer and Mr.

Philips,

to report thereon.

The

petition of Jacob Bectein, read

Ordered,
thereon.

The

That

it

March

be referred to the

petition of the inhabitants of

parts of Letterkenny townfhips, in the

5th,

laft

was read the fecond time.

named committee,

to

report

Lurgan, Southampton, and the adjacent
county of Franklin, read February 23d,

was read the fecond time.

M

That it be referred to Mr. Will, Mr. Chapman, Mr.
Lene, Mr.
M'Calmont and Mr. Rittenhoufe, to report thereon.
The petition of Thomas Campbell, read March 6th, was read the fecond
Ordered,

c

time.
Ordered, That

it

be referred to Mr. Reed, Mr. M'Dowelland

Mr. M'Le?te,

to report thereon.

The
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The

time.
Ordered,
thereon.

The

James Murray,

petition of

That

it

be referred to the

Henry Aurandt,

petition of

read

read

1

March
laft

7th,

was read the fecond

named committee,

March

8th,

to

report

was read the fecond

time.

Ordered, That
to report thereon.

The

it

be referred to

Mr. Kreemer, Mr. Mac/ay and Mr.

Car/on,

number of the inhabitants of the town of Harrijburgh,
of
county
Dauphin, read March 5th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the members from Dauphin County, to repetition of a

in the

port thereon.

The

petition of the freeholders and other inhabitants of part of the

fhips of Paxton and Derry, in the county of Dauphin,

read

March

townwas

8th,

read the fecond time.

Ordered,
thereon.

The

That

it

be

referred to

petition of a confiderable

the

laft

named committee,

to

report

number of

the inhabitants of the county of
Northumberland rending on the weft fide of the river Sufquehanna, read March
6th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed March 3d, on the
petitions for a division of the counties of

Cumber/and and Wafiington, and that
committee, in the room of Mr. White.
report on the petition of Jofeph Fry, read February 28th laft, was read

Mr. Mac/ay be added

The

the fecond time.
Ordered, That

it

to the

be re-committed.

The

report on the petition of William Mackey, read
the fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.

March

5th,

was read

Your committee, to whom was referred the petition of Captain William
Mackey, beg leave to report
That having maturely confidered the merits of the faid petition, are unanimoufly of opinion that Captain William Mackey, by a wound received through
his body in the late war, is rendered unfit for any labour, and under continual
bodily pain and diftrefs ; is therefore a fit objedr. of thofe provifions made by
the penfion laws, for the enjoyment of which his delicacy hath hitherto prevented him from applying.
Your committee therefore offer the following refolution
Rejoived, That an extraordinary exertion of this Houfe for his relief is not
:

abfolutely neceffary.
The report of the committee on the memorial of the people called Quakers,
in favor of the diftrefTed Africans, and alfo divers inhabitants of the city and
county of Philadelphia, read March 7th, was read the fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.

committee, to whom was referred the petition of the people called Quakers, in favor of the diftieffed Africans and their defcendants, and alfo that from
divers inhabitants of the city and county of Philadelphia on the fame fubjedt,

The

report

That having paid all the attention to the fubjecT: matter of the faid petitions,
which its importance feemed to require, it appears to your committee, that
although the aft, entituled " An Acl for the gradual abolition of Jlavery," has
been, attended with- very falutary effe&s, it is

not fufficiently calculated to anfwer

:

[
iWer

all

the benevolent purpofes

juftice and

humanity

134
which the

]
legiflature

had

in view,

and which

call for.

important as it is, was, in the fcience of legiflation, in fome
unexplored, and experience evinces, that in luch cafes the utand
new
degree
moft itretch of human wildom is inadequate to the arduous tafk of guarding
againft all the mifchiefs and fubtile evafions, which artful and unprincipled
men are too apt to embrace. Hence it is, that perfons of this defcription,
unmindful of that rule, which commands " that whatfoever we would that
men fhould do to us, we mould do even fo to them," have, as your committee
are credibly informed, in a variety of inftances, and in contravention of the refolution of Congrefs of the 20th Oclober, 1774., by which that augufl body
did for themfelves and their condiments firmly agree and affociate, under the
facred ties of virtue, honor, and love of their country, that they would neither import, nor purchafe any Have imported, after the firft day of December
then next, but would wholly difcontinue the Have trade, and would neither be

The

fubiect,

concerned in it themfelves, or hire their vefTels, or fell their commodities or
manufactures to thofe who fhould be concerned in it, equipped and fitted out
from the port of Philadelphia veffels, provided with hand cuffs and military
implements, in order to ftir up and arm the princes of Africa to wage war
againft each other, for the encouragement and fupport of an unrighteous traffic ia
human flefli a traffic by which hufbands, torn from their wives, and wives from
their hufbands, parents from their children, and children from their parents,
are fold as captive flaves into a long and cruel bondage.
That if the declaration contained in our bill of rights, " that all men are
born equally free and independent;" or that in the ad of independence, " that
all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, among which are, life, liberty, and the purfuit of
happinefs," is founded in truth ; and, more efpecially, if the whole race of
men are created by one God for the fame noble purpofes ; and if he will, as
we are taught to believe, " avenge the injuries of his people;" it appears to
your committee, that the petitioners fpeak but the Divine Will, in requiring
that this evil may be done away from the land.
That to your committee it alfo appears that the faid act is defective, and requires* amendments in the following particulars
ift. It does not prohibit the owners of flaves from felling them from their
wives, or their hufbands, their parents, or their children, into diftant parts,
and even into foreign countries.

—

2d. It ordains no punifhment for thofe men-ftealers, who by fraud and
violence feize and hurry into diftant countries, and perpetual bondage, free
negroes and mulattoes.
3d. It provides that negroes or mulattoes who fhould be born of flaves,

of the faid act, fhould be free, on their attaining the age of 28
years-, but does not provide againft their being lent, before they arrive to that
age, into neighbouring ftates or foreign countries, in order to deprive them of
that liberty to which they would be entitled here; nor dees it guard againft
flaves who are pregnant being fent out of the ftate till after their delivery, fo
that their iffue may be held in flavery during life.
4th. It provides, that all negroe and mulattoe flaves who fhould be brought
into the ftate fhould be free, with an exception (among others) of fuch as
fhould attend their owner, when travelling through or fojourning in it, without being detained here for fix months, but does not fufticientiy guard againft
the
after the paffing

*3S
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the citizens of this ftate or others fending their flaves out of the ftate fhortly
before the end of fix months, and then bringing them back, whereby the faid
act is in a great meafure evaded.
To your committee it therefore appears, that the frequency of thefe and
other mifchiefs, contrary to the fpirit of the faid act, and the principles on
which it is founded, require fome further aid of the law, to check what humanity is too often inadequate to perform.
They therefore beg leave to offer the following refolution, viz.
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill to explain and

amend

" An A5l for the gradual abolition of Jlavery."
That Mr. Lewis, Mr. JVynkoop, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Piper and Mr.

the act, entituled

Ordered,

Lollar be a committee, to bring in a

bill

conformably to the foregoing refo-

lution.

The Houfe refumed

the consideration of the bill, entituled

" An

Ac~l

for

of credit of this commonwealth emitted in purfuance of an
" act of General Affembly, paffed the flrfl day of June, one thoufand feven hun" dred and eighty, entituled " An Ad: for funding and redeeming the bills of
" credit of the United States of America, and for providing means»to bring
\\ the prefent war to an happy conclufion ;" and having fully debated the fame
by paragraphs,
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a lawThe following bills having been brought in engrolTed, were feverally compared at the table, enacted into laws, and the Soeaker directed to fign the
fame, viz.
An
to enable the owners and pojfefors of a certain tract of marfl) and
meadow land therein defcribed, Jituate in the counties of Philadelphia and Chefter,
to keep the banks, dams, fuices and flood-gates in repair, and to raife a fund ta
*'

defraying the

bills

ACT

defray the expence thereof
to incorporate
An

ACT

and endow an academy

xf Reading, in the county of Berks.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A.

Tuefday,

or public fchool in the borough

M.

March n, 1788.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
A petition from a number of the furviving patentees of a lot of ground in
the borough of Carlijle was read, fetting forth, that the late proprietaries of
Pennfylvania granted and confirmed unto the petitioners, and others in the
faid patent named, a certain lot of ground in the faid borough, in truft, and
for the exprefs purpofe of erecting thereon a grammar fchool; that fince the
aforef-id grant the truftees of Dickinfon college have erected a feminary of
learning on the aforefaid lot ; and praying the fame may be veiled in the faid
truftees, and their fuccefiors, for the ufe of faid college.

Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Bucks was
read, of a limilar tenor with the petition prefented yefterday refpecting the
militia laws of this

commonwealth.

Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition frdm a number of the inhabitants of the county of Bucks was
read, remonftrating againft the partial as well as outrageous conduct of Thomas
Dyer,

Mm

C
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Dyers Efquire, one of the juftices of the peace for the laid county, and praying the faid Dyer may be fuperfeded in his laid office.
-

Ordered 'to lie on the table.
Tramcripts of the taxes affeiTed on perfons and property in the city and
county of Philadelphia, tor the year 1787, were preiented to the chair, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Thomas Maivhorter, Efquire, elected a reprefentative for the county of
Northampton, appearing in the Houfe, was qualified conformably to the directions of the conftitution, and admitted to take his feat.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the bill, entituled " An Ac! to incorpo*' rate the jubfcribers to the 'plan for creeling a permanent bridge over the river
'*

'*

Schuylkill, at the wejlern exiremity of the High-ftreet of the city of Philadelphia," was read the third time.

And

in debating the following paragraph,

viz.

" Be it enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the reprefentatives of the free" men of the commonwealth of Pennfylvania, in General Affembly met, and
" by the authority of the fame, That the faid John Penn, &c. (as above) and
all other perfons who have fubfcribed any fum or fums, not lefs than
" twenty-fix Spani/Ji milled dollars and two third parts of a dollar each, fhall
«'*

««
*«
**

"
"
"
"
"
**

"
"

and they are hereby erected into and declared to be one body politic
and corporate, in deed and law, by the name, ftile and title of " The comp any for creeping a permanent 'bridge acrojs the river Schuylkill, at the weftem extremity of the High-ftreet of the city of Philadelphia," and by the
fame name fhall be capable of acquiring and holding perfonal property, on
terms for years, in real eftate, to the value of forty thoufand dollars, or
more, if more fhould become neceffary for compleating the work aforefaid,
and ffiall have fucceffion, and may fue or be fued, plead or be impleaded,
in all courts of judicature whatfoever, and fhall and may have and ufe one
common feal to authenticate their acts, which feal they may break and
be,

alter at their pleafure."
It

was moved by Mr, Peters and Mr. Lewis,

To

poftpone the further conlideration thereof,

Which was
And on the
It

A

carried in the negative.

queftion,-^— " Will the Houfe agree to the faid paragraph
carried in the negative.

?"—

was
motion was then made by Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Peters,

To

re-conlider the faid paragraph.

Which was carried in the affirmative.
And the faid recited paragraph being again

before the Houfe,
was, on motion of Mr. Peters, feconded by Mr. Clymer,
Ordered, That the further confederation of the faid bill be poftponed.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.
It

JVednefday^

March

12,

1788.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
Petitions from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Montgomery were
read, fetting forth, that in confequence of the great flagnation of trade, the
weak ftate of public, and almoft total annihilation of private credit, the preflure

of taxes, and the extreme fcarcity of circulating

fpecie,

real eftates

and other
kinds

*37
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kinds of property have fallen to a very low value, infomuch that they are felling at Sheriffs, and other public fales, from one half to one fifth pari of their
real value ; and praying that a law may be paffed, directing the Sheriffs, in
every cafe where they {hall have levied oh real or perfonal property, to have
the fame valued or appraiied by a jury of twelve men, and that the creditors
fhall either receive the fame at the appraifement, or that further execution be
flayed thereon for a certain term of years, on the debtors giving fufficient fecurity for the payment of the intereft annually, and the principal at the expiraticn-of the term ; but where lands and tenements taken in execution will fatiffy the debt and cofls in feven years, the law to remain as at prefent.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions of a limilar tenor from the inhabitants of the county of Chejler
read, and
Ordered to lie on the tabic.
Petitions from 169 citizens of this
paffed that (hall effectually put a flop

were

rectly or indirectly, in this

flate

to the

were read, praying an act may be
Have trade being carried on, di-

commonwealth.

lie on the table.
from a number of the inhabitants of this flate were read, fetting
forth, that they mortgaged their lands in the year 1773 to the then truftees of
the lean-office, and praying that certificates for debts due to the citizens of

-Ordered to

Petitions

this flate

may be

Ordered

received in difcharge of the faid mortgages.

to lie

on the

table.

A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Northumberland was read, remonflrating againfl a divihon of faid county; and on motion,
and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed March 3d, on the
petitions praying for a divifion of the counties of Cumberland and Northumberland, to report thereon.
from James M' Man us was read, fetting forth, that in the month
of October 1786 he was under the direction of David Rittenhoufe, Efquire,
a commiffioner for running the northern boundary line, when a tree unhappily fell upon him and broke his arm and leg, which has rendered him incapable of fupportin^ himfelf, and praying relief from this Houfe for his

A

petition

fupport.

Ordered

A

to lie

on the

table,

N

from John Henvfon, cotton, linen and callicoe printer, was read,
fetting forth, that he has at a considerable expence carried on that art for a
number of years, and praying a fmall premium may be granted him, fo that
he may be enabled to bring the faid bufinefs to perfection within this flate ; and
on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Will, Mr. Oliver and Mr. Rittenhoufe,
petition

to report thereon.

A

from 234 inhabitants of the borough of Reading was read, remonflrating againfl the memorial of John Penn, junior, and John Penn,
Efquires, read November 19th laft, and praying the prayer of the faid mepetition

may

not be granted.
Ordered to lie on the tables

morial

A

petition and

referring to his

»

ft

memorial from the Reverend William Smith, D. D. was read,
petitions, memorials and remonflrances, prefented to former

Houfes of Affembly,

'

as well as their

proceedings thereon, refpecting the act,
entituled

1
3

:

[
"

An

'38

]

and

of the college, academy and
" charitable fchool of the city of Philadelphia, &c." and praying this Houfe
to take the premifes into consideration, and that the eftates and interefts of the
laid college may be reftored.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The report read March 6th, on the petition for a prohibition of the importWhereupon
ation of malt and barley, was read the fecond time
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, impofinga duty
for every hundred bulhels of foreign malt i:nd
of
from
and after the
ftate,
day of
barley imported into this
entituled

Act

to confirm the efiates

interefls

:

next.

Ordered, That Mr. Chapman, Mr. Kennedy and Mr. hollar be a committee,
to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The report read March 8th, on that part of the meffage which recommends
a reduction of the price of public lands within the late purchafe, was read the

fecond time,

as follows,

The committee on

viz.

^

that part of the meffage,

which recommends the lower-

ing the price of lands in the late purchafe, report
That having carefully confidered the fame, and by enquiring of the officers
of the land-offices, find that no warrants have been taken for land in that part
of the ftate for fourteen months laft part, except twelve; in all probability no
warrants will be taken out for any of faid lands while the price continues as

of the lands being already furveyed ; and it is very probawas lowered, large quantities would be fold,
which would be an advantage to the ftate, as it would leflen the public debt
Therefore,
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill to lower the
price of lands in the new purchafe.
And on the queftion, " Will the Houfe adopt the fame?" the Yeas and
Nays were called by Mr. M'Doivell and Mr. Rittenhoufe, and were as follow, viz.
at prefent, the bell
ble,

that if the price of the lands

—

—

YEAS.

YEAS.
William Mitchell,
1
2 David M'Clellan,
3

J°fpb
e

4 David

R eed,
Mitchell,

5 Thomas Beale,
6 Thomas Kennedy,

7 John Oliver,
8 Jofeph Heifter,
9 Gabriel Heifier,
10 David Davis,
Jofeph Sands,
12 Philip Kreemcr,
Thomas Mainhorter,
1
14 Peter Burkhalter,
15 John Piper,
16 Jacob Say lor,
ij Samuel Maclay,
18 John White,

1

19 William Fiqtfley,

20 James Barr,
21 John Irwin,
22 John M'Doivell,
23 James Allifon,
24 Alexander Wright,
25 John Flenniken,
26 Theophilus Philips,
27 John Gilchreefi,
28 James M'Lene,
29 James M'Calmont,
30 Robert Lollar,
Benjamin Rittenhoife,
32 Peter Richards,
33 Jacob Miley,
3

1

34*'Robert Clark,

35 John Carfon.

N A Y

S.

5
1
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NAY

AYS.

N

1 George Clymer,
2 Thomas Fitzjimons,
3 y^c^ Hiltzheimer,

•

7

1
1

8

1

9

20

6 William Robin/on, jun.

22 Jojepb Work,
23 y^^fj Clemjbn,

7 jta&a
8

21 y&fozs Hubley,

&2/V*r,

George Logan,

24

9 Richard Peters,
10 Gerardus Wynkoop,

j^z

1

25

Chapman,

was carried

Ordered,

y 7f<^
t

J^«

£r^,
Hopkins,

26 Michael Scbmyfer,
27 Jofeph Lilley,
28 Ihomas Clingan,

12 Samuel Foulke,
13 Valentine Upp,
14 Robert Rat/Ion,
yrtWfj Moore,
1
16 Richard Thomas,
it

S.

Samuel Evans,
Richard Willing,
Town/end Wbelen,
Alexander Lowrey,

4. William Lewis,
William Will,

5

So

]

29 Peter Trexler, jan*
30 P<?/Vr £tf/<?r,
3

1

32'

in the affirmative.

j^r^

-R-^>

John Paul

Schott.

Whereupon

That Mr. Logan, Mr. M'Lene and Mr. M'Calmont be

a committee,

to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled

"

y&5?

"

confines the allowing

"
"

thereof,

/<?

#//Vr

" y£s

impojl laws of this fate, as
on goods imported to the original importers

<zW amend Jo much of the feveral
of draw-backs

and obliges the exporter to produce certificates of the landing of fucb
goods," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An
*' Acl for the. better ajcertaining and making good lojfes of public monies by rob"
<' beries," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An Ac~l
" jor ajcertaining and dijlributing certain Jixty thoujand acres of land, with the
" allowance of fix per centum Jor public roads, &cc. referved for the endowment
" of county Jchools by an off of General Ajjembly, pafed the fevenih day of
11 April,
Anno Domini one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-fix, entituled
" An Acl for the prefent relief and future endowment of Dickinfon college,
" in the borough of Carlife, and county of Cumberland, in this ftate, and
for referving part of the unappropriated lands belonging to this ftate, as a

**

fund for the endowment of public fchools, agreeably to the forty-fourth
" feclion of the conftitution of this commonwealth," which was read the
firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to the chair a bill, entituled
" An Ail jor vejling in Thomas Gordon, his heirs and ajjigns, certain eflates
jorfeited to this commonwealth by virtue of his attainder of high treafon,"
which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.
"'

*

'

N

n

Thurfday,

[

"Thurfday,
The Houfe met

*4°

March

]

13,

1788.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from 682 inhabitants of the county of Northumberland, refiding
weft from Muncy-hill, were read, praying for a divifion of laid county, and
that Loyalfock creek may be the divifion line on the north fide of the weft
branch of Sufquebanna, and White-deer mountain on the fouth fide of laid
river ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame were read the fecond
Petitions

time.
Ordered,

That they be

referred to the

committee appointed March 3d, on

the petitions for a divifion of the counties of Cumberland and. Northumberland,
to report thereon.
Memorials from the merchants and traders of the city of Philadelphia were
read, remonftrating againft the bill, entituled " An Aft to regulate auftions
•' and vendues,"
and praying the fame may not be pafled into a law in its
prefent form, but fo altered, that the auctioneers for the city of Philadelphia,
the diftrid of Southward, and the townfhip of the Northern Liberties, may

be limited to their prefent number.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of a number of the furviving patentees of a lot of ground in
the borough of Carlijle, read March 1 ith, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the petitioners have leave to bring in a bill, conformably to
the prayer of their petition.
The letter from the Honorable the Vice-Prefident, with its inclofures, read
March 10th, were read the fecond time: Whereupon
Ordered, That the petition of Thomas Stoketey be referred to Mr. Peters,
Mr. Loivrey and Mr. Findley, to report thereon.
Ordered, That the petition of Jimes Cuningham be referred to Mr. Findley,
Mr. Barr and Mr. M'Dowed, to report thereon.
The memorial of the merchants and traders of the city of Philadelphia,
read March 10th, was read the fecond time.

That it be referred to the city members, to report thereon.
The Houfe relumed the confideration of the petition of divers inhabitants
Ordered,

of the county of Northumberland, praying that the county courts may be empowered to eftablifh ferries, poftponed February 29th.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Evans, Mr. Hubley, Mr. Kennedy,
Mr. Maclay, Mr. M'Lene, Mr. Clark and Mr. Schott, to report thereon.
A member in his place, with the leave of the Houfe, read and prefented
to the Speaker a bill, entituled " An Aft declaring Chartiers creek, in the
** county
of Washington, a public highway," which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An
" Aft for allowing a further time to dijlribute the donation lands promifed to
" the troops oj this commonwealth" which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled " An Aft for the better afcertaining and making good loffes
" oj public monies by robberies," was read the fecond time, and debated by
paragraphs.
Ordered,

That

it

be tranferibed, and in the mean time printed for public

confideration.

The

:

D
The
*'

bill,

entituled

of the militia

" An
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additional Supplement to the acJs for the regulation

of the commonwealth of Pennfylvania,"

was read the third

time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engrafted, for the purpofe of being enafted into a law.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

March

Friday,
The Houfe met

A

14, 1788.

A.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from the College of Phylicians of Philadelphia was prefented
and read, as follows, viz.

petition

the chair,

to

the Freemen of the CommonGeneral Assembly ?net,

To the Honorable the Representatives of

Pennsylvania,

wealth of

The

PETITION

of the

in

College of Physicians of Philadelphia,

Refpeclfuliy Sheweth,

THAT

your petitioners have* lately formed themfelves into a College,
of promoting enquiries and extending knowledge in
the fcience of Medicine
For this purpofe, they conceive the ftudy of Botany to be a very important
and effential part of the objecl:s of the College
That this branch of Medicine can only be cultivated with advantage by
means of a Botanical Garden
That the eftablifhrnent and fupport of fuch nurferies of Botanical Knowledge have engaged the patronage of the moil refpe&able governments in
Europe :
That a Botanical Garden in this new country is rendered more neceffary,
in order to preferve and tranfmit to pofterity many plants, which, in the progrefs of improvements and cultivation of the earth, cannot fail of being loft,
or of exifting under circumftances lefs profitable, than may be expe&ed from
being cultivated in a fpot appropriated to that purpofe
From the liberality difcovered by the Legiflatures of Pennfylvania in eftablifhing and endowing feminaries of learning, your petitioners are encouraged
to requeft the appropriation of a part of the unfold lots in the city of Philadelphia, for the purpofe of eftablifhing a Botanical Garden, to be vefted in fuch
perfons or bodies of men as in your wifdom may feem proper.
for the purpofe

:

:

JOHN REDMAN,

Pre/ident.

In College of Phyfcians, March ^d, 1788.

James Hutchinson,
Ordered

A

to lie

on the

Secretary.

table.

from John Hague, of the city of Philadelphia, was read, fetting
compleated a machine to card cotton for the Manufacturing
Society, which performs equal to their expectation, and that he is now making and has nearly compleated a machine for fpinning of cotton ; and praying
this Houfe to grant him fuch fupport and encouragement, by premium, as
may be deemed meet.
Ordered to lie on the table.
petition

forth, that he has

A

petition

[

A

petition

from

tli

4*

]

and others, inhabitants of Lebanon and
the county 6f Lancajteh, was read, fetting forth,

divers freeholders

HeLkberg townthips,
,r

T

late in

three of the commiffioners appointed in pursuance of the act,

entituled

" An ASi for

erecting part of the county of Lancaster into a feparate county"
pafled the tourth day of March, 1785, have run and marked the county line
therein fpecified different from the intention and delcription of the laid law;
that two other of the faid commiffioners have run and marked the faid county
line agreeably to the expreffions and fpirit of the legiflaturej therefore praying
that the laft mentioned boundary may be eftablifhed.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of fames M' Mantis, read March 12th, was read the fecond

time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Clemfon, Mr. Wright and Mr. Rittenhoufe, to report thereon.
The petition of Robert Leflie, read March 8th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered,
houfe,

That

it

be referred to Mr. Chapman, Mr. Allifon and Mr. Ritten-

to report thereon.

The committee,

whom

was referred that part of the melTage from Council relative to the penal law, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee, to whom were referred, March 3d, the petitions praying
for a division of the county of Cumberland, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee, to whom were referred, March 3d, the petitions of a number of the inhabitants of the county of Wafington, praying for a divifion of
faid county, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee, to whom were referred the petitions for and againft a divifion of the county of Northumberland, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed March 8th and 12th, on the petitions of Robert
Taylor and John Hew/on, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed on the memorial and petition of divers citizens
and land-holders in the counties of Northampton and Luzerne made report,
which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An
" Ac7 for facilitating the redemption of the bills of credit emitted in the year one
" t hotfind feven hundred and eighty-one, and for redeeming part of the funded
" debt of tliis fate, and for extending the time for patenting lauds which were
" located before the declaration of independency," which was read the firft time,
to

and

Ordered

to

lie.

on the

table.

The report of the committee, read November 21ft laft, on the bill, entituled
" An Acl to enable aliens to pur chafe real efates within this commonwealth, and
to lend money upon mortgages and other fecurities at a reafonable interejl," was.
read the fecond time.
Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Clymer, feconded by Mr. Schmyfer,
Ordered, That the further coniideration thereof be poftponed until Tuefday

next, and that

it

be the order for that day.

Agreeably
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Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to the chair a bill, entituled
An Acl for vejling a lot of ground therein defcribed, with the buildings and
" inprovements thereon erecled and made, in the trnjlees of Dickinfon college, in
" the borough of Carliile, in the county cf Cumberland, which was read the
firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

The bill, entituled " An Acl declaring
" Washington, a public highway," was read

Chartiers creek, in the county of
the fecond time, and in part de-

bated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be poftponed.

"
•'

The

bill,

ciety

of

An

members of the religious foMary's church*
was
read
the
fecond
time,
and
Philadelphia,"
debated
by paof

entituled

Roman

in the city

'*

Acl

to incorporate the

Catholics belonging to the congregation of St.

ragraphs.

Ordered,

That

it

be tranferibed, and in the mean time printed for public

confideration.

The

** afftgns,

"

"

entituled

bill,

An

A£t for

vejiing in

Thomas Gordon,

his heirs

and

certain eftates, forfeited to this commonwealth by virtue of his attainder

of high treafo.'z," was read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed, and in the mean time printed for publics

confideration.

The

entituled

bill,

** impojl

laws of

**

An Acl

alter

to

and amend fo much of the feveral

fate, as confines the allowing of draw-backs of goods

this

ix-r

" ported to the original importers thereof, and obliges the exporter to produce cer" tificates of the landing of fuch goods f was read the fecond time, and debat-*
ed by paragraphs.
Ordered, That

it

be tranferibed, and in the mean time printed for public

confideration.

The

" An- Atl for

allowing a further time to dijlribute the
donation lands promifed to the troops of this commonwealth," was read the fe-=
cond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed, and in the mean time printed for public
bill,

entituled

"

confideration.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

Saturday,
The Houfe met

A
a

petition

to-morrow, A.

March

M.

15, 1788.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from Archibald Irwin was

read, fetting forth, that

he depofited

confiderable part of his perfonal property in the public funds, and lately hath.

fufFered confiderable lofs

Houfe

to grant

him

relief,

by the burning of his ftore, &c. and praying this
by directing payment of the intereft as well as prin-

fums fo loaned to the public.
Ordered to lie on the table.
petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Chejler was

cipal of the

A

now in force within this irate refpecting the eftates of perfons dying inteftate, fo far as the faid laws entitle the
sldeft fon to hold two fhares of the deceafed's eftate.
Ordered to lie on the table.
read, prayirg for a revifion of the laws

O

o

The

H*

C
The committee

to

whom

propofed to the Wyoming

was

bill,

referred,

made

]

March

report,

5th, the feveral

which was

read,

amendments

and

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed March 10th, on the petition of the inhabitants
of the townfhips of Lurgan, Southampton, and part of Letterkcnny, in the
county of Franklin, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed March 10th, on the petition of the inhabitants
of Harrijburgb, in the county of Dauphin, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed March 10th, on the petition of a number of the
inhabitants of part of Paxton and Derry townfhips, in the county of Dauphin,
made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the the table.
The committee appointed March 3d, on the petition of 1346 inhabitants
of the counties of Northampton, Bucks, Berks and Montgomery, made report,
which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An
" Ac~l to enable the land- officers to iffue re-locating warrants in the cafes therein,
" defcribed," which was read the firit time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled " An Act for facilitating the redemption of the bills of
** credit emitted in the year one tkoufand feven hundred and eighty-one, and for
** redeeming part
of the funded debt of this fate, and for extending the time for
(t
patenting lands which were located before the declaration of independency," was
read the fecond time, and in part debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be poftponed.
The bill, entituled ** An Act for afcertaining and diflributing certain fixty
" thoufand acres of land, with the allowance of fix per centum for public roads,
** &c.
referved for the endowment of county fchools, by " An AcT: for the pre« lent relief and future endowment of Dickinfon college, in the borough of
" Carlifle, and county of Cumberland, in this ftate, and for referving part of
'* the unappropriated lands belonging to this ftate as a fund for the endow" ment of public fchools, agreeably to the forty-fourth fe&ion of the con" ftitution of this commonwealth," was read the fecond time.

And

in debating the fame,

was moved by Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Clymer,
re-commit the faid bill.
And the Yeas and Nays being called thereon by Mr. M'Calmont and Mr.
Rittcnhoufe, were as follow, viz.
It

To

YEAS.

1

1

[

*45

]

YEAS.
17 Adim

YEAS.
28 Samuel Maclay,
29 John White,
30 William Findleyr
James Barr,
3
32 John Irvine,
33 James Allifon,
34 Alexander Wright>
35 John Flenniken t
36 John Car/on,
27 John PaulSchott.

Hubley,

18 Jofepb Work,
19 James Clemfon,
20 Jacob Erb,
21 John Hopkins,

LiIley,

22

Jofepb,

23

'Thomas Clingan,

24 Thomas Kennedy,
2 5 "John Oliver,
26 Jofepb Sands,

27 Thomas Mawhorter,

NAYS.

NAYS.

George Logan,

1

1 6 Peter Ealer,

2 yo^w Chapman,
3 James Moore,

17 John Piper,
18 Jacob Say lor,
19 yo/6/z M'Doivelf,

4 Michael

Scbmyfer,
William
Mitchell,
5
6 David M'Clellan,

7 J°J pb R- eed,
8 David Mitchell,
9 Thomas Beale,
1
12

13

14
1

So

5

it

was carried in the

The
March

petition and
1

2th,

21

24

J^ i?^,

Robert Lollar,
26 Benjamin Rittenhoufe,
27 P<?/<?r Richards,

Jofepb Heifter,
Gabriel Heijler,
David Davis,
Philip Kreemer,
Peter Trexler, jun.
Peter Burkhalter,

3

Tbeophilus Philips,
jf(&6« Gilchreeft,-

22 James AI'Lene,
23 jfo*»*.f M'Calmont,

e

•

20

.25

28 Jacob Miley,

29 iio^r^ GYari.

affirmative.

memorial of the Reverend William Smith, D. D. read

was read the fecond time

:

W hereupon,

On motion of Mr. Clymer and Mr. Fitzfimons,
Refohed, That this Houfe will on Tuefday next proceed to the election,
ballot, of a committee, to confifl of thirteen members, to whom fhall be
ferred the above memorial.
Adjourned until three o'clock on Monday next, P. M.

Monday, March 17, 1788.

P.

by
re-.,

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
Petitions from 231 inhabitants of the county of Northampton were read,
praying that the conilituticn propoied by the late Foederal Convention may not
be adopted, and that the Delegates representing this itate in the Congrefs of
the United States may be inftru&ed to that purpofe.
Ordered to lie on the table.
.

The

c

*4<s

March

:

on the petition of the minifter,
veftrymen and church-wardens of the German Lutheran congregation in and
near the city of Philadelphia, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The report of the committee on that part of the meflage from Council
respecting the penal law, read March 14th, was read the fecond time ; and

The committee

in

appointed

Sth,

debating the fame,

was moved by Mr. Logan, feconded by Mr. hollar,
the faid report in the words following, viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a
It

To amend
cntituled

And on
It

(<

An

AB for amending the penal laws

the queftion,

—"

Will the Hoife agree

bill to repeal

the act,

of this fate."
to the

fame

V

was carried in the negative.

And the report having been fully debated, was adopted as follows, viz.
The committee on that part of the meflage from Council relative to
pertal

the

law report

That they have endeavoured to investigate the matter referred to them with
the attention which is due to fo interesting a Subject, and for this purpofe
have obtained

lifts

the prefent law,

of

thofe that have been Sentenced to hard labor under
of whom have been pardoned, feveral have efcaped,

all

many

a few are dead, the time of a few is expired, others frill remain confined ;
faid lifts are herewith Submitted for reformation.
Your committee are informed, that about the time the act was paffed there
was a great many perfons in the cuftody of the Sheriff of Philadelphia, who
were either convicted of or charged with fuch offences as would now incur
fentence to hard labor; that thefe offenders were generally discharged ; thofe

wretches, returning eagerly to their vicious courfes, were foon replaced in the
Sheriff's cuftody for new felonies, and other atrocious crimes, whereby much
difgrace was brought upon the act lately paffed, as if the altering and moderating of punifhments produced this Sudden commiffion of crimes.
Thus
the good intent of this benevolent plan was hurt in the outSet by the large
flock of old offenders (the gathering of years;) for could they have been dif-

poSed of otherwife, the bufinefs would have had much fairer play.
Your
committee are of opinion that the fcheme has been corrupted "in two ways j
firft, by the repeated pardons that have been obtained ; and fecondly, by the
numerous efcapes. Whether private and Secret punifhment would be preferable to that which is open and public feems at prefent unneceffary to determine, but would juft remark, that it is within the authority of the juftices to
decree both or either. Your committee are of opinion that the law ought to
be amended, by annexing Severe punifhment to the crimes of deferring from
the keeper or overfeer, of committing a fecond offence, of rebelling againft
the officer, &c.
Your committee therefore Submit the following refolu-

—

tion, viz.

Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, for improving
and amending the penal law of this State.
Ordered, 1 hat the committee who brought in the report be a committee to
bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reSolution, and that Mr. Lewis be
added, in the room of Mr. Logan, who is excufed at his own requeft.
The report of the committee appointed on the petition of divers citizens
and land-hclders in the counties of Northampton and Luzerne, read March
14th, was read the fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.

The

.

'47
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—

j

The committee on the memorial and petition of divers citizens and landholders in the counties of Northampton and Luzerne, relative to a propofed
road from Pocona point, and extending northerly to the boundary of the
state; and alio another road branching from the fame and extending to Suf-

—

quehanna, at or near Tioga, beg leave to reportThat in the opinion of your committee the roads propofed to be laid out by
the petitioners will be very extenlively ufeful to the flate, as well by facilitating the tranfportation of produce and merchandize, as encouraging the fettlement and fale of public lands in the feveral parts through which the laid
roads are intended to pafs
That although the petitioners, who are interested in lands which will be
benefited by thefe roads, have raifed by voluntary contributions a considerable
fum towards the expence of opening and clearing the intended roads, yet the
colt will far exceed what ought reafonably to be expected from private exer:

tion

:

the public are interested in the faid propofed roads, and mould
from public motives encourage the population and commerce of the flate,
your committee are of opinion that a fum of money fliuold be granted in aid

That

as

of the private contributions of the petitioners
Wherefore your committee beg leave to report the following refolutions :
That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, enabling certain Commiffioners, therein to be named, to lay out and open roads from Pocona point,
in the county of Northampton, to a place called Mount Ararat, and from
thence to the New-York line, at the intended carrying place between the
rivers Sufquehanna and Delaware, and alfo from the faid Mount Ararat to the
raoft proper place at or near the mouth of the river Tioga.
be granted out of the
That the fum of
public treafury, towards defraying the expence of laying out and opening the
:

faid roads.

Ordered, That Mr. Peters, Mr. Ealer and Mr. Findley be a committee, to
bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolutions.
The committee appointed November 12th last, on the petition of 'John.

which was read, and
on the table.
The report of the committee, read March 15th, on the petitions of a number of the inhabitants of Harri/burg, in the county of Dauphin, was read
Robinfon,

made

Ordered

report,

to lie

the fecond time.
Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be postponed.
The report of the committee, re;id March 15th, on the petition of the inhabitants of the townihips of Lurgan and Southampton, in the county of
Whereupon
Eranklin, was read the fecond time
Refolved, 1 hat a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, for the purpofe;
of forming the inhabitants of the faid townihips of Lurgan and Southatnptpn into a fcparate eledion diftriiLi'.
:

Ordered, That Mr. Will, Mr. Chapman, Mr. M'Lene,' Mr. M'Calmont and
Mr., RiUenhoufi be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the fore-

going resolution.
The report of the committee, read March 15th, on the petition of ^a number of the inhabitants of Lower- Paxton and Derry townihips, in the county
of Dauphin, was read the fecond time
Whereupon
:

P p

Refolved,

C
That

Refohed,

to the prayer

of"

a

h8

]

committee be appointed

to bring in a bill,

conformably

the petitioners.

Ordered, That the

members from Dauphin county be

a

committee, to bring

in a bill conformably to the foregoing resolution.
Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to the chair a bill, entituled
" An Acl to incorporate the Epifcopal congregation of St. James, at Perkiomen,
" in the townjlnp of New- Providence, and county of Montgomery," which was

read the

firfl

time, and

Ordered to

A member

lie

on the

table.

having obtained leave, read and prefented to the
Aft; to exonerate Jofeph Fry, Door-keeper of the
" Houfe of Reprefentatives of the Freemen of Pennfylvania, in General jfembly,
*'
from any charge for rent, or other demands, for or on account of his occupying
" of part of the wefern wing of the fate- houfe, and confuming the herbage of
" the jlate-houfe yard," which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled '* An
" Acl to lay a duty on foreign barley and malt imported into this fate," which
was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.
chair a

bill,

in his place,

entituled

" An

A

Tuefday,

March

18,

1788.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
Memorials from a number of the merchants and traders of the city of
Philadelphia were read, praying the bill, entituled " An Acl to regulate auc'•
t ions and vendues," as publifhed for confideration, may be parTed into a law.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from Lewis Hallam and John Henry, on behalf of themfelves and
others, the comedians, commonly called the Old American Company, was read,
praying fo much of the act which relates to public exhibitions, as tends to
the prohibition of the drama, may be repealed.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from Evan Owen was read, fetting forth, that in obedience to
the order of the honorable John Penn, Efquirc, late proprietary and governor
of Pennfylvania, a pojfe comitatus was railed in the county of Northumberland,
to quell the disturbances exifting at Wyoming; that in order to facilitate the
above purpofes, he furnithed neceffaries for the faid pojfe comitatus, whilfl: in execution of the orders of government, to the amount of upwards of twenty
pounds, and for which he hath not received any compenfation; therefore praying this Houfe to grant him redrefs in the premifes.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of Archibald Irwin, read March 15th, was read the fecond
time.

Ordered,

That

it

be referred to Mr. Foulke, Mr. Reed and Mr. M'Lene, to

report thereon.

The

of divers freeholders and others, inhabitants of Lebanon and
Heidleberg townfhips, late in the county of Lancajler, read March 14th, was
read the fecond time.
petition

Ordered,
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be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Loiorey, Mr. Work, Mr.
Clark, Mr. Car/on, Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Trexler, to report thereon.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe proceeded to the election of
committee,
to report on the petition and memorial of the Reverend William
a
Smith, D. D. and the ballots being taken, it appeared that Mr. Lewis, Mr.
Fitzfimons, Mr. Findley, Mr. Chapman, Mr. M'Lene, Mr. Willing, Mr. MrffAzy, Mr. Robin/on, Mr. Lilly, Mr. Lowrey, Mr. Davis, Mr. Clingan and Mr,
Clymer, were duly elected for that purpofe.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe refumed the confideration of
the report, poftponed March 14th, on the bill, entituled " An A51 to enable
" <2//>«j- to purchafe real eflates within this commonwealth, and to lend money upon
" mortgages and other fecurities, at a reafonable interejl."
Ordered, That it be re-committed, and that Mr. Clymer and Mr. M'Lene
be added to the committee.
The committee appointed March 10th, on the petitions of James Murray
and Thomas Campbell, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed March 14th, on the petition of James M'Manus,
made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Ordered,

The
**

That

entituled

bill,

warrants

it

in

" An Aft

to enable the land-officers to ijfue re-locating

the cafes therein defcribed,"

was read the fecond time, and in

part debated by paragraphs.

Ordered,

That the further

The
<c

f*
**

confideration thereof be poftponed.

" An

bill, entituled,
Ac~l for vejling a lot of ground therein defcribed,
with the buildings and improvements thereon erected and made, in the truflees
of Dickinfon college, in the borough of Carliile, in the county of Cumberland," was read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed for public

confideration.

A member
tituled
*\

"

prefented to the chair a claufe, by way of rider to the bill, enAn additional Supplement to the aBs for the regulation of the militia

of the commonwealth of Pennfylvania,"
Ordered to lie on the table.

Adjourned

until nine o'clock

Wednefday^

which was

to-morrow, A.

March

read,

and

M.

19, 1788.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
petition from Cafper Seirvert, an infolvent debtor, confined in the gaol
of the county of Berks, was read, praying he may be releafed from his imprifonment.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from 66 inhabitants of the town of Eajlon, in the county of
Northampton, was read, praying the faid town may not be erected into a

A

borough.
Ordered to

A

petition

paper

from

on the

table.

divers inhabitants of Pitt/burgh

money emitted March

payment of the
Ordered to
-

lie

16th,

1785,

fees of the refpective officers
lie

on the

was

may be

read, praying that the
declared a legal tender in

within this commonwealth.

table.

A pe-

-

[

A

"5°

]

from the Reverend William Smith, D. D. was read, fetting
Delaware ftate was patted for the fettlement of the
accounts of the Wilmington lottery, originally inftituted for certain pious and
ufeful purpofes, as well within this Hate as the laid Delaware ftate, and praypetition

forth, that an act of the

ing leave to bring in a

bill,

authoriiing the commiffioners in the faid ad:

to meet and act within this ftate, for the purpofe of fettling the accounts of the faid lottery.
Ordered to lie on the table.
memorial from divers inhabitants of this ftate was read, fetting forth,
that fome years fince money was railed, as well by lottery as fubferiptiens, for
the purpofe of erecting a bridge acrofs Skippack creek, in the county of
Montgomery that in the year 177 1 commiffioners were appointed by the

named

A

;

of Pennfyhania to recover the monies fo railed, and to erect the
fince which two of the commiffioners appointed under the afore bridge,
faid
faid aft are deceafed ; therefore praying other commiffioners may be appointed
to execute the aforefaid truft.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of John Hague, read March 14th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Clyiner, Mr. Findley and Mr. RittenlegiJlature

to report thereon.

houje,

petition of divers freemen, inhabitants of Bucks county, read March
nth, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the members from the county of Bucks,
with the addition of Mr. M'Lene, to report thereon.

The

The

"

March 13th and

18th, for and againft the bill, entituled
An Acl to regulate aucJions and vendues" were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to the city members, to report thereon.
On motion of Mr. Fitz/imons, feconded by Mr. Clymer,
Refolved, That the committee of accounts be directed to enquire into and
petitions read

examine the mode of tranfacting the public bufinefs at the offices of the
Comptroller-General and Treafurer of this ftate, and to report amendments,
if they fhall think neceffary.

The committee
Parker,

made

Ordered

appointed February 26th

report,
to lie

which was

read,

laft,

on the petition of James

and

on the table.

The committee

appointed March 6th, on the petition of John Stump, John
Frederick Shetzig and Martin Snyder, made report, which was read, and

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

The committee
Eberle, ttiade.

Ordered

appointed February 27th
report, which was read, and

to lie

on the

laft,

on the petition of Michael

table.

The committee

appointed February 29th laft, on the petition of a number
of the frontier inhabitants of the county of WajlAngton, made report, which
was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The report on the petition of Robert Taylor and John Heufon, read March
14i.l1, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be re-committcd.
The report on the petition of James M'Manus, read yefterday, was read
the fecond time
Whereupon
:

Rcfohed,

C

i$*

I

Refoked, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, for granting the
pounds, in truft to the managers of
fum of
the houfe for the relief and employment of the poor of the city of Philadelyears.
phia, &c. towards his iupport for the term of
Ordered, That Mr. Clem/on, Mr. Wright and Mr. Ritttnhoufe be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
On motion of Air. Clymer, feconded by Mr. Logan,
Ordered, That to-morrow be aflignend for refuming the consideration of
the bill, entituled "
Supplement to an acl, entitulcd " An Act for afcertain" ing and confirming to certain perfons, called Connecticut Claimants, the
" lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for other pur" pofes therein mentioned," and that it be the order for the day.
The claufe read yefterday, by way of a rider to the bill, entituled " An
f' Additional Supplement to the acls for the regulation of the militia of the com" monwealth of Pennfylvania," was read the fecond time, as follows, viz.
" Whereas, by the prefent militia laws of this ftate, apprentices above the
" age of eighteen years are liable to attend on days of exercife, and per** form their tour of militia duty, and in cafe of neglect, their mafters or
'-'
miftreffes are compelled to pay the fines incurred on account of fuch ne** gleet: And whereas it is very prejudicial and injurious to all kinds of trades
'*' and manufactories within this commonwealth,
that apprentices under the
" age of twenty-one years (hould be fubjected to militia duty, or that their
*? mafters or mi ft re fie s
ihould be liable to any fines for their non-attend" ance :
" Therefore be' it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That fo much of the
** acts for ,the regulating the militia of this commonwealth, as requires ap** prentices under the age of twenty-one years to attend on militia duty, and
" which compels their mafters or miftrcfles to pay the fines incurred on
" account of their non-attendance, is hereby repealed, and made null and

A

'*

void."

And on
It

the queftion,

was determined

The committee
"
*'

—"

Will the Houfe adopt the fame f"'—

in the negative.

appointed for the purpofe,

f

reported a

A& or opening and eftahlijbing certain roads in the
and Luzerne," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered

to lie

on the

bill,

counties

entituled

" An

of Northampton.

table.

bill, entituled
An Acl to incorporate the Epifcopal congregation of St.
James, at Perkiomen, in the townfoip of New-Providence, and county of
" Montgomery," was read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed, and in the mean time printed for public

The

"

*'

confideration.

The Houfe renamed the confideration of the bill, entituled *' An Acl for
" facilitating the redemption of the hills of credit emitted in the year one thoufand
" feven hundred and eighty-one, and for redeeming part of the funded debt of
" this fate, for extending the time for patenting lands which were located be"fore the declaration of independency, and for giving a right of pre-emption to
" actual fettlers for procuring warrants for lands by them occupied;" and having fully debated the fame by paragraphs,
Ordered, That it be tranfciibed, and in the mean time printed for public
confideration.

Q^q

The

.

[

15*

":;""'
J.

.

The bill, entituled " sin A3 to exonerate Jofeph Fry, door-keeper of the
" Houje of Reprefniaiives of the freemen of Pennsylvania, in General Affem" ^» J^ow rt«y charge for rent or other demands jor or on account of his occu" £?*»£ ofpart of the we/tern wing of the State-houfe, and confuming the herbage
" o/* //6c State-houje yard," was read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered,

That

it

be transcribed, and in the

mean time

printed for public

Consideration,

The
{e

bill, entituled " An Ac~l to lay a duty on foreign barley and malt imported into this fate," was read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed, and in the mean time printed for public

confideration.

Adjourned until nine o'clock to-morrow, A.

Thurfday,

March 20 ?

M.

1788.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
memorial from the Reverend David Jones, William Rogers and Robert
M'Murdie, late brigade chaplains in the armies of the United States, was read,
praying that they may be entitled to receive five years full pay, in lieu of half
pay granted them by an adtof the legislature of this ftate, palled April ioth,
178
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Bucks, of a
fimilar tenor with the petitions read March 12th, relative to the prefent mode
of enforcing the payment of debts, was read,' and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed March 4th, on the letter from the Honorable the
Vice-Prefident, inclofing the accounts of Gunning Bedford and others, made
report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The report read November 28th laft, on the petition of divers inhabitants of
the townmips of Wayne and Derry, in the county of Cumberland, was read

A

1

Whereupon,
That the prayer of their petition be granted.
Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Logan, Mr. Wynkocp, Mr. Kennedy, Mr.
Oliver, Mr. Findley and Mr. Lollar be a committee, to bring in a bill agreeably

the fecond time

:

Rejolved,

to the foregoing refolution.

The report read yefterday, on the petition of a number of the frontier inhabitants of the county of IVafhington, was read the fecond time: Whereupon
Rejolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to exonerate
from the payment of taxes for
years fuch of the frontier inhabitants of
Wajhingion county, a: have been forced to abandon their habitations through
force or fear of the Indians, and that due care be taken to point out a mode
of dilcrimination, by which thofe who really merit fuch exoneration may be

afcertained.

Ordered, That Mr. CUngan, Mr. Philips and Mr. Wright be a
to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.

The committee
"
"

committee,

A

appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled "
an a8t, entituled " An Acf to regulate the general eledions of
this commonwealth, and to prevent frauds therein/' which was read the
Supplement

to

firft

—

2
1

6
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time ; and oil motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond
time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed for public
firft

conlideration.

appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An
" Act for the purpofe of granting the fum of
pounds for the relief
** g/" James M'Manus," which was read the firft time ; and on motion, and by
fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed for public

The committee

confideration.
The bill, entituled

"

counties of

A3 for opening and eftablifhing certain roads in the
Northampton and Luzerne," was read the fecond time,, and de" An

bated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed, and in the

mean time

printed for public

confideration.

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe refumed the confideration of
Supplement to an aSl, entitled " An Aft for afcertainbill, entituled "
" ing and confirming to certain perfons, calleo Connecticut Claimants, the
«• lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for other pur*' pofes therein mentioned."
It was then moved by Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Piper,
To poftpone the further confideration of the faid bill, in order to introduce
another, which he read in his place.
A motion was then made by Mr. Clymer, feconded by Mr. Peters,
To poftpone the faid bill and motion of Mr. M'Lene, in order to introduce
a bill, which he requefted leave to read in his place.
And on the quefticn, " Will the Houfe agree to the poflponement moved by
Mr. Clymer and Mr. Peters ?"•— the Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. Schott
and Mr. Kennedy, and were as follow, viz.

A

the

YEAS.
1

George Clymer,

2 Thomas Fitz-fimons,
3 Jacob Hiltzhei?ner t
4 William Lewis,

5 William Will,
6 William Robinfon, jun,

J Jsbn

Salter,

8 George Logan,
9 Richard Peters,

io Gerardus Wynkoop,
John Chapman,
Samuel Foulke,
1

1

YEAS.
13 Robert Ralfton f
14 Richard Thomas,
1.5 Samuel Evans,

Richard Willing,
17 Townfend Whelen,

1

18

21 Jofeph Lilley,
22 Ihomas Clingan,
23 John Irwin,

24 John Paul

7 William Mitchell,
8 David M'Clellan,
9 Jofeph Reed,

2 James Moore,
3 Alexander Lowrey,
Clemjon,

5 Jacob Erb,
6 Michael Schmyfer,

Schott*

NAYS.

Valentine Upp,

4 James

Hubley,

19 Jofeph Work,
20 John Hopkins,

NAYS.
1

Adam

o David Mitchell,
Thomas Beale,
I I
j 2 Thomas Kennedy,
I

NAYS.

6

,

T

C
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NAYS.

NAYS.
M

13 John Oliver,
J°feph Heijler,

2S John
Dowel/,
29 James Alii[on,
3 o Alexander Wright,
e

H
1

Gabriel Heljler,

5

David Davis,
1
7 .7?/^ &***&,
1

3

32

18 Philip Kreemer,
19 P^/Vr Trexler, jun.

3^0^

Say lor,

24 Samuel Maclay
25 J<5/6>z White,

^«

it

was determined

Theophilus Philips,
Gilchreejl,

34.

Jawe-j M'Lene,

35
36
37
38
39

James M'Calmcnt,
Jacob

Reiff',

Robert Lollar,

Benjamin Rittenhoufe,
Peter Richards,

40 7^0^ .MZ&y,
41 Po^r/ C/tfr£,
42 J(?/6» CarJon.

26 William Findley,
Parr,
27
So

^j/fo Flenniken,

33 John

20 Thomas Mawhorter,
21 Peter Bur khalter,
22 y<5-te P//><?/-,
23

1

in tnc negative.

The motion

of Mr. M'Lene being again before the Houfe, and he having
obtained leave, prefented to the chair the bill he had read in his place, entituled " An Acl to fufp-end an acl, entituled " An Ac! for afcertaining and con-*
" firming to certain perfons, called Connecticut Claimants, the lands by them
" claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for other purpofes therein men" tioned," which was read the firfr. time ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed for public
confideration.

Adjourned until nine o'clock on Saturday

Saturday s
The Houfe met

March

2,2 5

ne::t,

A.

1788.

M.

A.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from Dr. Thomas Bond was read, fetting forth, that in confeA
quence of the direction of the Affembly of the (iate province now) flate of
Pennjylvania, his father attended and administered phyfic to the French Neutrals, then under the care and patronage of Pennjylvania, and for which no
compenfation hath ever been made; and praying this Houfe to grant him releif
petition

in the premifes.

Ordered

on the table.
from Nicholas Fitzpatrick, an infolvent debtor, confined in the
gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia, was read, praying he may be difcharged from further confinement
and on motion, and by fpecial order, the
fame was read the fecend time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Will, Mr. Robin/on, Mr. Hubley, Mr.
Davis, Mr. Sands, Mr. Clark and Mr. Piper, to report thereon.
A petition from Nicholas Mantz was read, fetting forth, that he was taken

A

to lie

petition

-,

prifoner at Fort Wajhington, and continued in captivity for a considerable time
;
he was by ficknefs rendered incapable of giving

that after his liberation

any afiiftance towards the fupport of himfelf and family ; and ftating that he
hath not received any compenfation for his fufferings during his captivity, and
praying

—
[
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praying this Houfe to grant him relief; and on motion, and by fpecial order,
the fame was read the lccond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed November iff laft,
on the petitions of Nicholas Krehl, and others, to report thereon.
Memorials from divers inhabitants of the county of Montgomery were read,
of a fimilar tenor with thofe read March 19th; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they, together with the former petitions, be referred to the
members from the county of Montgomery, to report thereon.
A petition from divers perfons, purchafers and owners of certain lots of
ground near the city of Philadelphia, commonly called the City Lots, was read,
praying leave to bring in a bill for confining the limits of affefTment in fupport or' the lamps and watch, and for the regulating and paving the ftreets
of Philadelphia, within fuch reafonable boundaries, as may include only fuch
cflates as now are or fhortly may be benefited thereby.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from 600 inhabitants of the county of Dauphin, 450 inhabitants
of the county of Bedford, 1884 inhabitants of the county of Franklin, and
930 inhabitants of the county of Cumberland, were read, remonftrating againft
the constitution propofed by the late Fcederal Convention for the government
of the United States, and adopted by the Convention of this ftate.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A memorial from divers inhabitants of Pitt/burgh, and the neighbourhood
thereof, was read, fetting forth, that in confequence of permiffion obtained
between the years 1762 and 1768 from the Briti/lj commanding officers at Fort
Pitt, they fettled upon and improved feveral parcels of land; that about the
time when the land-office opened in 1769, the late proprietaries directed a
manor to be run out, including their faid improvements; and praying they
may be entitled to receive legal titles for thofe lands, on the terms other
inhabitants of this (fate are permitted to locate and patent their lands under
the authority of the commonwealth.

Ordered

The

to lie

table.

read March 1 8th, was read the fecond time.
be referred to Mr. Evans, Mr. Maclay and Mr. M'Lene,

Evan Owen,

petition of

Ordered, That
to report thereon.

on the

it

The committee

appointed March 5th, on the petition of Stephen Foulke,
which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee, to whom was re-committed March 19th, the report on the
petitions of Robert Taylor and John Hewfon, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee, appointed March 1 8th, on the petition of Archibald Irwin,
made report, which was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame
was read the fecond time.
And on the quefticn, " Will the Houfe adopt the following refolution ?." viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to empower the
Treafurer of this ftate to pay to Archibald Irwin all the intereft due on his
certificates of which he is the original holder.
It was carried in the negative.

made

report,

R

r

The

c
The committee
':
•
I

,

*s«

:

appointed February 27th laft, on the, petition of the freeof the towntbip of Moyamcnfing, in the county of

inhabitants

Philadelphia, imade report, which
Ordered to lie on the table.

was

read,

and

appointed March 19th, on the petition of John Hague,
was read, and
which
made report,
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed March 13th, on the petition of James Cuningham,
made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The Houfe refumed the confideration of the report poitponed November 27th

The committee

on the petitions of a number of the inhabitants of the counties of Wejimoreland and Wajh'mgton : Whereupon
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to erect part
of the counties of Weftmoreland and Wajhington into a feparate county, comprehending the town of Pitt/burg, the boundaries thereof to be as fol'aft,

lows, viz.
To begin at the mouth of Raccoon creek ; thence up the fame to White's
thence up
mill ; thence to the mouth of Miller 's run, on Chartier's creek
to
the
mouth
line
of Piery's
thence
by
a
direct
creek
to
Fowler's
mill;
that
mill run, on the eaft fide of Monongahela river; thence up that river to the
mouth of Bec&et's run, above Devore's ferry ; thence along the road, from
the mouth of laid run to Sent/a!' s ferry on the Tohiogany river ; thence by a
line to the mouth of Bru/h creek or Turtle creek ; thence to the forks of laid
creek ; thence by a direct line to the mouth of Kijhkimenetas river ; thence up
the Allegany river to the northern boundary of this ftate; thence along the
fame to the weftern line of this ftate; thence along the fame to the Ohio river;
;

and thence up the fame to the place of beginning.
Rejbhed, That the feat of juftice for the county of Wejlmoreland being
already fixed by the legislature upon due confideration (as muft be fuppofed) at
Green/borough, there can be no juft reafon for complying with the petition for
removal.
Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Lowrey, Mr. G. Hei/ler, Mr.
Findley, Mr. Irwin, Mr. M'Dowell, Mr. Philips and Mr. Schott be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the firft of the foregoing resolu-

it

tions.

14th, on the petitions from a number of the inhapraying for a divifion of faid county, was
Cumberland,
bitants of the county of
Whereupon
read the fecond time
Refolved, That a committee be appointed, to bring in a bill conformably to

The

report read

March
:

the prayer of their petitions.
Ordered, That the committee who brought in the report be a committee to
tiring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The report read March 14th, on the petitions of a number of the inhabit-

was read the fecond time.
debating the fame,
A motion was made by Mr. Maclay, feconded by Mr. Fitzfimons,
To poftpone the further confideration of the faid report, in order to introduce in lieu thereof the following refolution, viz.

ants of the county of Northumberland,

And

in

Refolved,

[

That
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committee be appointed to bring in a bill to divide
Northumberland county, and to eredl a feparate county.
It was then moved by Mr. Lollar and Mr. Kennedy,
That the further consideration of the faid report and refolution be poflRefohed,

a

poned.

Which was
The report

carried in the affirmative.

read March 17th, on the petition of the minifters, veftrymeu
and church-wardens of the German Lutheran congregation in and near the
city of Philadelphia, was read the fecond time, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of the mimfters,
veftrymen and church-wardens of the German Lutheran congregation in ar.d

near the city of Philadelphia, report
That the German Lutheran congregation is among the moft numerous
within the city and liberties, and of courfe has many people belonging
to it, who are not in circumftances to pay for the tuition of their chilThey are informed, that at this time there are between feventy and
dren.
eighty children taught gratis, upon the precarious footing of collections made

evening lervice in the church of the faid congregation :
conceiving it to be the defign of the framers of the constitution to provide for fuch charitable purpofes, and the Houie having frequently fhewn a difpoiition to encourage ufeful learning,
the committee arc
induced to fubmit the following refolution, viz.
Rejohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, granting
acres of land out of the unappropriated lands of this commonwealth to the
congregation of German Lutherans in this city and its vicinity, for endowing
a free fchool for the children of the poor of the faid congregation.
And on the queftion,— '* Will the Houfe agree to the fame f"
at the

The committee,

—

—

It

was carried

The

in the negative.

March

19th, on the petition of Jacob Stump, Martin Snyder and Frederick Schetzig, was read the fecond time : Whereupon
Rtjbhed, That the petitioners have leave to withdraw their petition.

The

report read

March 19th, on
Whereupon

report read

the fecond time

:

the petition of

James Parker, was read

That a committee be appointed, to bring in a bill for the relief of
faid
the
James Parker.
Ordered, That Mr. Will, Mr. Robin/on, Mr. Hubley, Mr. Davis, Mr. Sands,
Mr. Clark and Mr. Piper be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to
Refcived,

the foregoing refolution.
The report of the committee on the petition of Michael Eberle, read February 27th, was read the fecond time, as follows, viz.

Your committee,

to

whom

was referred the petition of Lieutenant Michael

Eberle, beg leave to reportThat having maturely considered the merits of faid petition, are of opinion,
that there is no exifling law of this ftate whereby he can receive relief, and

that though general rules ought not to be lightly departed from, yet the legislature ought on fome fpecial occafions to make fome fpecial provifions, in
order to relieve or alleviate the extraordinary diStreffes of fuch as have ferved
their country at the rifque of their lives, in the courfe of the late war : There*
fore,

Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to authorife and
Supreme Executive Council to draw an order on the Treafurer of

direct the

this

[
this uate, for the fum of
Michael Ebcrle, for which

Ordered,

*5«

3
,

he

is

in

,

behalf of Lieutenant

to account.

That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Chngan, Mr.

Mr. Clark be a committee,

to bring

in a bill

Findlcy, Mr. Gilchreejl and
conformably to the foregoing

refolution.

A

appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled "
adt, entituled " An Acb to alter and amend an aft, entiSupplement to
tuled " An Atl jor granting and difpojing of the unappropriated lands within

The committee
<f

"
*«

"

"
"
"

an

which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An
All to alter and amend fundry parts of the laws of the Jl ate relating to the
excife on fpirituous liquors imported and brought into this Jlate, and for the
better collection of the revenue arijing from Jpirituous liquors imported into or
dijiilled therein," which was read the iirft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The following bills having been brought in engroffed, were feverally comthis Jlate,"

pared at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to fign the
fame, viz.

An

Additional

SUPPLEMENT

to

the acts

for the regulation of the

militia of the commonwealth of Pennfylvania.

ACT

An
for deflroying the bills of credit of this commonwealth, emitted in
purfuance of an act of General Afembly pajfed the firJl day of June, one thoufand feven hundred and eighty, entituled " An Act for funding and redeeming
"the bills of credit of the United States of America, and for providing means
«< to bring the prefent war to an happy conclufion."
Adjourned until three o'clock on Monday next, P. M.

Monday, March 24, 17S8.

P.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
A petition from a number of the Printers of news-papers in the city of
Philadelphia was read, fetting forth, that by a late regulation of the PoftMafter-General of the United States, they are prevented from affording that
fatisfaclion to the public of the occurrences in other ftates as formerly, being
deprived of the benefit of a tranfmiffion of news-papers between this and the
other ftates ; and praying this Houfe to inftruct the Delegates reprefenting
this ftate in the Congrefs of the United States to procure this their neceffary
and long accuftomed privilege.

Ordered

to lie on the table.
from 387 inhabitants of the county of Cumberland, remonftrating againft the conftitution propofed by the late Fcederal Convention for the
government of the United States, and adopted by the Convention of this
ltatc, was read, and

A

petition

Ordered to

A

petition

on the table.
from William Haffall was read, fetting forth, that he was aplie

pointed in the year 1780 ftore-keeper to .the military magazine hofpital, in
the city of Philadelphia, and continued to execute the duties of his appointment until the end of the war with Great-Britain, and praying he may be
entitled

E
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entitled to five years full pay, in lieu of half pay

;

and on motion, and by

the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred. to the committee appointed November
on the petitions of Nicholas Krebl, and others, to report thereon.
fpecial order,

The committee
Hillyer,

made

appointed November 45th

report,

which was

read,

laft,

ift laft

on the petition of David

and

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed March 226, on the petitions of a number of the
inhabitants of the county of Montgomery, relative to the monies raifed by

way

of"

lottery for building a bridge acrois Slcippack-^rzek,

made

report, which.

was read, and
Oidered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed March roth, on the petition of Henry Aurandt,
made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie. on the table.
The committee appointed February 26th lad, on the petitions of John
Thorn and Michael Marks, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed March 13th, on the petition of a number of the
inhabitants of the county of Northumberland, praying that the jultices of the
refpective counties in general quarter feffions may be authorifed to regulate
public ferries, made report, which was read, and

Ordered

to lie

The committee,
" AcJ to
" to lend
"

on the
to

table.

whom

was re-committed the

bill,

entituled

" An

to purchaje real eftates within this commonwealth, and
money upon mortgages and other fecurities, at a reaj'onable intetogether with the report of the committee thereon, read Novem-

rejl,"

enable aliens

ber 21ft laft, reported a bill, entituled " An Aft to enable aliens to purchafe
" and hold real £Jlates within this commonwealth," which was read the firft
time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

The committee
**

"

"
**

"
f*

"
**

to

explain

And

bill,

entituled

"

An

in

Cebating the following paragraph, viz.

Be it trwrelore enadted, and it is hereby enacted by the reprefentatives of
the freemen of the commonwealth of Pennjylvama in General Ailembly met,
and by the authurity of the lame, 1 hat from and after the
day
S s
"of

*'

'
"

appointed for the purpofe, reported a

and amend an ab~l, entituled " An Act for the gradual abolition of flavery," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " Art
Acl for the relief of James Parker, an injolvent debtor, confined in the gaol of
the city and county oj Philadelphia," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An
AEl to ejiablijh a board of wardens for the port of Philadelphia, und for other
purpojes therein mentioned," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled " A Supplement to an acl, entituled " An Act to alter
and amend an act, entituled " An Acl for granting and dijpojmg of the
unappropriated lands wi.hm this ft ate," was reau the fecond time.
Ac!
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next, the price of the unappropriated lands of the ftate,
of
laft made of the Indian nations as aforefaid,
purchafe
the
mall
within
pounds for every hundred acres of the fame, and no more,
be
and fo in proportion for greater or lefs quantities thereof, and that the
fame price fhall be payable before the ifluing of each warrant of furvey
refpectively for any quantity thereof, in gold or filver money, at the rates
after which the fame are commonly current in this ftate, or in the bills of
day
credit of this commonwealth which are dated on the
in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hunof
dred and eighty-five, or in certificates of this ftate, which have been or

be iflued according to law, and the bearers whereof are entitled to
receive of the Treafurer of this commonwealth an annual intereft thereon
after the rate of fix per centum, half yearly, and no other fatisfaclicn for
the faid price; Provided always, That this act mall not extend to any
lands which have or which ihall be furveyed, by virtue of any warrant heretofore ifiued for furveying of lands within the late purchafe made by this
fhall

commonwealth

On

as aforefaid."

the queftion,

Nays were

—"

called by

Mr.

—

the Yeas and
Will the Houfe agree to the fame ?"
and
were
Mr.
Lewis,
as
follow,
and
viz.
Clymer

YEAS.

YEAS.
William Mitchell,
2 David M'Clellan,
1

18 William Findley,

13 Peter Burkhalter,

19 James Barr,
20 John' Irvine,
21 John M' Dowel/,
22 James Allifon,
23 Alexander Wright,
24 John Flenniken,
25 Theoph this Philips,)
26 John Gilchretjl,
27 James M'Lene,
28 James NPCalmont,
29 Robert Lollar,
30 Benjamin Rittenhoufe,

14 John Piper,

3

15 Jacob Say lor,
16 Samuel Mac/ay,

32 Robert Clark,
33 y°lJH Car/on,
34 John Paul Schott.

R eedf

3

y°fepb

4

Tbonrns Beak,

5 Thomas Kennedy,
6 John Oliver,
Jofepb Heifier,
8 Gabriel Heifter,

7

9 David Davis,

10

jfojeph Sands,

1

Philip Kreemer,

12 Thomas Mawhortcr,

17 John White,

'

George Clymer,

2 Thomas Fitz/imons,
3 Jacob Hiltzheimer,
4 William Lewis,
5 William P.obinjon, jun.

6 John Salter,
7 George Logan,
8 Richard Peters,
9 Gerardus Wynkoop,

10 John Chapman,

Jacob Miley,

NAYS.

NAYS.
1

1

Samuel Foulke,
12 Valentine Upp,
1

13 Robert Raljion,
14 James Moore,

Richard Thomas,
16 Samuel Evans,
17 Town/end Whelen,
18 Alexander Lowrey,
19 Adam Hubley,
20 Jojeph Work,
1

NAYS.
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NAYS.

NAYS.

21 James Clem/on,
22 Jacob Erb,
23 j'oiw Hopkins,
24 Michael Schmyfer,

So

it

was determined

25 Jojeph Lilley,
26 Thomas Clingan,
27 Pc/('r Trexler, jun.
28
ifo^*.

y^

in the affirmative

;

and the

bill

having been debated

by paragraphs,
Ordered,

That

it

be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed for public

coniideration.

the coniideration of the bill, entituled " An At~l to
" encourage the manufactures of this jlatcj' postponed November 2i£l laft, and
having in part debated the fame by paragraphs,
On motion of Mr. Lollar and Mr. Kreemer,
Adjourned until nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

The Houfe refumcd

Tuefday>
The Houfe met

March

25,

1788.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from 579 inhabitants of the county of Chejler were prefented
and read, as follows, viz.

Petitions

the chair,

To

the

Representatives

of the State

Assembly

^Pennsylvania,

in

and many

General

met,

The Memorial and Petition of a number of the inhabitants of Chefter
behalf of themjelves

to

county,

on.

others fimilarly fituated,

RefpeSlfully Sheweth,

many
THATmuch

of your petitioners labour under feveral grievances which
impede our progrefs, and lays us under great difcouragement
very
In the firft place, many of us were in debt
in the cultivation of our lands.
and
divers
others
of us mortgaged our eftates in the loanfor our plantations,
office under the former government, hoping through the divine blcffing to
extricate ourlelves in a few years, but were greatly driven back by the winds
of adverrity in a variety of incidents in the courfe of the late war; fince which
a circulating medium becoming very fcarce, creditors are under a neceffity of
calling in their money before it is poffible to procure it from the produce of
the land, (markets of late being low) in confequence whereof divers plantations have been expofed to fale, and many others probably foon will, which,
through the fcarcity of money will not bring more than half what they cort:
us, to the great injury of the creditor, and the irretrievable lofs of many
debtors; divers of us teel ourfelves much aggrieved by the extin&ion of the bills
of credit for which we depoiited our deeds in the loan-office, which were exprefly declared (hould redeem them, and now cajled upon to pay other money
morally impoffible for many to procure, of which if they fail they mutt in a
fhort time be expelled their habitations and left deftitutej which circumstance
is very diftrcfling to many individuals, and truly affe&ing to their fympathizing

C

i6z

]

thizing neighbours, more efpecially when it is confidered that from principle
they did not avail themfelves of an opportunity of paying it in a depreciated

currency.

Next, as one great ftep towards our relief, we wifh to fuggeft whether it be
not practicable to lay a prohibition on the importation of a great variety of
articles defigned for ornament, and which are of little or no ufe to the public,
yet drain away a large portion of our fpecie ; and feveral articLs of luxury,
rum and diftilled Ipirits in particular, which is returned to us, inftcad of money, for the ltaple produce of our land, which, as a mighty deftroyer, we apprehend is likely to entail poverty, difgrace and ruin on our country.
Could we but obtain money in lieu thereof, and retrench our remit*tances, our diftreffes would be very much alleviated, a loud of iniquity removed, and be a means of promoting righteoulhefs amongii us.
<

we

much

aggrieved by the militia law requiring the
inhabitants to mufter under fevere pe allies in cafe of relufal or neglect, which
being at a time when heavy taxes are levied, are attended with much diftrefs
and embarraffment, divers being fo reduced by multiplied public demands as
to be icarcely able to procu.e bread for their families, who being fo deprived
of the means cannot half farm their lands.
alio apprehend it to be a wafte of precious time, obftruclive to righteoufnefs, and the real good of the commonwealth, fueh gatherings frequently
ending in df unkennels, quarrelling and much profane converfation; while many
Lallly,

find ourielves

We

uniformly refufed compliance, have become great fufferers on that account, having their property
taken from them, and often fported away in a lavifh manner.
Having no confidence in the arm of flefli lor defence, do apprehend they are
entitled to fuch free and unreftrained liberty of confeience as their brethren
enjoy in the neighbouring ftates.
In fhort, the defign and fincere requeft of your petitioners is, that you may
enquire and infpedl the fituation of the tanner, in which we prefume you will
find this reprelentation abundantly verified in every department of your admiof your petitioners,

who from

a confeicntious reftraint

niftration.
If agriculture be the great fource of wealth, if it be under heaven the bafis
of every emergency, if the merchant, the tradefman, the rich and the poor,
are all dependent on its bountiful offspring, if a large number of this uieful
clafs, fituate on a precipice, fearing the approach of impending ruin, ihould
fink under the hand of adverfity, may not the confequence be dreaded by every
rank in the community ?
1 hus having briefly hinted a few facts, we fubmit them to your weighty
deliberation, eai neftly defiring you may afford fuch relief in the premiies as
you in wifdom may fee meet, which will be gratefully acknowledged, by

Tour
Chtjler county,

And
'

wellwiJJjing friends.

2d Month, 1788.

on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame were read the fecond time.
1 hat
they be referred to Mr. Fitzjimons, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr.

Ordered,

Evans, Mr. btndley, Mr. M'Lene, Mr. Lollar and Mr. Rittenboufe, to report
thereon.

The
read the

petition

kcond

of Lewis Hal/am and 'John Henry,

read

March

j8th,

was

time.

And

3
6
5
21

9

1

C
And on

the queftion,

Yeas and Nays

—"

were called

*6J

]

Shall the fame be referred to a committee?"

by Mr. Piper and Mr. Beak, and were

— the

as

foU

low, viz.

YEAS.

YEAS.
18 7*/^£ fifj&r,

George Clymerj

1

2 'Thomas Fitz/imons,
3 Jacob Hiltzheimer,
4 William Will,
5 William Robin/on, jun,
6 John Salter,
7 Richard Peters,
8 Richard Thomas,
9 Samuel Evans,
I o Town/nd Whelen,
I I Alexand r Lowrey?
IE Adam llubley,
1 3 Jo/eph Work,

1

20 David Davis,
21 Jo/eph Sands,

22 Philip Kreemer,
23 P£/*r Trexler, jun.
24 Thomas Maivhorter,
25 Pf/i?r Burkhalter,
26 Samuel Maclay,

27 y<?^« White,
28 j^# Irwin,
29 Theophilus Philips,

30 Robert
3

William Mitchell,

iy Jo/eph

33 Jo/6« Car/on,

34 3^/z P*a/

Lilley,

NAYS.
16

3

Foulke,

5 Valentine Upp,
6 Robert Ralfton,
7 James Moore,
8 James Clem/on,

22 James
24

1 ho mas Clingan,
David Mitchell,

1

14 Thomas Beale,
15 Thomas Kennedy,
So

it

was carried

j^w

Flenniken,

25 y<?£« Gilchree/l,
26 James M'Lene,
27 James M'Calmont,
28 Jacob Reif,
29 Robert Clark.

Jo/eph Reed,

1

Alii/on,

23 Alexander Wright,

9 Jacob Erb,
10 David M'Clellan,
1

j^o/6« Oliver,

17 y0/6« Piper,
38 Jacob Saylor,
39 Wihiam Findley,
20 James Barr,
21 3^/z M'Dowell,

Chapman,

4 Samuel

Schott.

NAYS.

George Logan,
2 Gerardus Wynkoop,
1

y<?/6tt

hollar,

Benjamin Rittenhou/e,
32 y^fo^ Miley,

34 ^o^tf Hopkins,
Michael Schmyfer,
1
1

Gabriel Hei/ler,

in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the city

members be

a

committee to report on the aforefaid

petition.

The committee
made

report,

appointed

which was

Oidered to

lie

read,

on the

March

13th, on the petition of

1 homos

Stokely,

and

table.

The committee

appointed February 29th, on the petition of a number
of the inhabitants of the county of Washington, refpe&ing the unequal toll
extorted by millers, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

T

t

The

C
The

report read

164

March 22d, on the

]
petition of

James Cunningham, was

read the fec*ond time.

Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
The report read March 2 2d, on the petition of John Hague, was read the

fecond time

:

Whereupon

cummittee be appointed to bring in a bill, to grant unto
pound's, as a reward ior introJohn Hague the fum of
machine
of
cotton.
for
carding
ftate
a
ducing into this
Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. FindLy and Mr. Rittenhcufe be a committee, to bring in a bill conforrmbly to the fuiegoing refolution.
The committee appointed for the purpoie, reported a bill, entituled " An
41
Act for erecting part of the county oj Cumberland into a jeparate county"
which was read the firfr. time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
A member in his place, with leave of the Houfe, read and prefented to the
Speaker a bill, entituled " A further Ail for quieting the aijturbances at
«« Wyoming, cm d
for confirming to certain perfons, called Connecticut Claim«' ants, the lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne," wnkh was
read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
„
On motion of Mr. M'-Lene, feconded by Mr. Beak,
Ordered, That to-morrow be afligned for the third reading of the bill,
entituled " An Att to fufpend an a£i, entituled ** An Adl ior afceruining
Rejoived,

That

a

" and confirming to certain perions, called Connecticut Claimants, the lands
" by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for other purpofes
" therein mentioned," and that it be the order for the day.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An
'« Acl to exonerate the frontier inhabitants of Washington county from the pay" ment of taxes," which was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the
fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed, and

in the

mean time printed

for public

confideration.

"An

entituled " An Acl to explain and amend an act, entituled
gradual abolition of ilavery," was read the fecond time, and
the
for
debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed, and in the mean time printed for public

The
" Act

bill,

confideration.

"

An Acl to
and having fully deand
bated the fame by paragraphs,
Ordered, That it be engrofled, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.
The bill, entituled " An Aft to lay a duty on foreign barley and malt imported
*' into this
fate," was read the third time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engrofled, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.
The bill, entituled " An Ad! for facilitating the redemption of the bills of
" credit emitted in the year one thoufand feveu hundred and eighty-one, arid for
** redeeming
part of the funded debt of this /late, for extending the time for
*' patenting lands which
were located before the declaration of independency and
**
'or giving a right of pre-emption to actual fet tiers for procuring warrants for
J
The Honfe relumed

"

protect

the confideration of the

bill,

entituled

encourage the manufactures of this ftate ;"

,

"

lands

i<55

r
"

lands by

them occupied,"

graphs.
Ordered, That

Adjourned

was read the third time, and debated by para-

be engrofTed, for the purpofc of being enacted into a law.

it

until nine o'clock

Mrednefday,
The Houfe met

j

to-morrow, A.

March

M.

1788.

26,

A. M.

purl'uant to adjournment.

Petitions from 1004- inhabitants of the county of Cumberland were read,
remonltrating againtt. the constitution propoied by the late Fcederal Convention for the government of the United States, and adopted by the Convention

of this (bate.
Ordered to lie-on the table.
The petition of John Sharp, read in the late Houfe of AlTembly November 17th, 1786, was preiented to the chair, and read; and on motion, and
by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed November ill laft,
on the petitions of Nicholas Krehl, and others, to report thereon.
The petition of divers perfons, owners of certain lots of ground near the
city of Pijuadelphia, commonly called City Lots, read Match 2 2d, was read
the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the city members, to report thereon.
The petition of the Reverend William Smith, D. D. read March 19th,
was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the prayer thereof be granted.
The petition of Lbenezer Brady, read March 1 ft, was read the fecond
time.
Ordered,
Mitchell,

That

it

be referred to Mr. Barr, Mr. M'Doivell and Mr.

D.

to leport thereon.

On motion made
Rejolved,

*^y Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Peters,
That the committee of accounts be authorifed and empowered

to

count, burn and Oeftroy all the money paid by the Truftees of the general loanoffice of this commonwealth to the State Treafurer, in purfuance of an act,
entituled " An Acl to alter and amend an acl, entituled " An Act for erecting
«« and opening a loan-office for the lam of Jijty thou/and pounds," and to report

the amount thereof.
The committee appointed
mick,

made

report,

March

10th,

on the

petition of

Thomas M'Cor-

which was read, and
on the table.

Ordered to lie
The committee appointed March 10th, on the petition of Jacob Beetein,
made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed March 2 2d, on the petition of Nicholas Fitzpatrkk, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The report on the petition of Thomas Stokely, read yefterday, was read the
fecona time.
Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be poftponed.
The report read March 24th, on the petitions of a number of the inhabitants of the county of Montgomery, refpedting the monies raifed by way of
».

lottery

2
1
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and fubfcription for building a bridge acrofs Skippack creek in the
iecond time: Whereupon
laid county, was read the
Rejohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill agreeably to the
lottery

prayer of the petitioners.
Ordered, That the members from the county of Montgomery be a commitrefolution.
tee for the purpofe contained in the foregoing
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An

" Acl for
4«

erecting certain parts of the counties of

ington into a feparate county," which

Weftmoreland and Wafli
firft time, and

was read the

Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the bill, entituled *' An Acl to fufpend an
" acl, entituled " An Acl for afcertaining and confirming to certain perfons,
" called Conneclicut Claimants, the lands by them claimed within the county
*.«
of Luzerne, and for other purpoles therein mentioned," was read the third
time.

And in debating the following
« Be it therefore enaded, and

paragraph, viz.

hereby enaded by the reprefentatives of
the freemen of the commonwealth of Painfylvania, in General Affembly
met, and by the authority of the fame, That (o much of the faid law as
empowers the faid commiffioners to afcertain and confirm the claims of the
every part of the faid
faid people called Conneclicut Claimants, and all and
commiffioners, be,
faid
the
to
authority
and
acl: which gives any power
powers
be not further
fame
and the fame is hereby fufpended, and that the
exercifed by the faid commiffioners, until the legiflature of this commonwealth lhall, by a law for that purpofe to be enaded, make further provilion,
and regulations in the premifes, and (hall dired and require the faid commiffioners to proceed in the exercife of their laid powers."
?"
the Yeas and Nays
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe adopt the fame
were
as
follow,
and
viz.
were called by Mr. Schott and Mr. M'Lene,
it is

—

—

YEAS.

YEAS.
1

20 Peter Trex/er, jun.
21 Thomas Mawhorter,
22 Peter Burkhaltert

Valentine Vpp,

2 James Moore,
3 Alexa?ider Lowrey,
4 fames Clemfon,
'

5 Jacob Erh,
6 Michael Schmyfer t
7 William Mitchell,
8

David

M'Clellan,

9 Jofepb Reed,
10 Thomas Clingan,
1

David

Mitchell,

Thomas Beale,
13 Thomas Kennedy,
14 'John Oliver,

1

15 Jofepb Heifer,
16 Gabriel Heifer,
17 David Davis,
18 Jojeph Sands,
19 Philip Kreemer,

23 John Piper,

24 Jacob
-

Saylor,

25 Samuel Mac lay,
26 John White,

27 William Findley,
2 b James Barr,
Dowel/,
29 John
3° James ^llifon,

M

3

1

f

Alexander Wright,

3 2 John Flenniken,

33 Theophilus Philips,
34 John Gilchrecjl,
35 James M'Lene,
36 James M'Calmont,
37 Jacob Reiff,
38 Robert Lollar,

YEAS.

3
51

21
5

\

E

YEAS.
Benjamin Rittenhoafe,

39

1
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YEAS.
41 Robert Clark,

42 John Car/on.

40 Jacob Miley,

NAYS.

NAYS.
1

George Clymer,
T/jo/nas Fitzfimons,

Jacob Hiltzheimer,
William Will,
William Robin/on, jun.
Salter,

John

j George Logan,
8 Richard Peters,
9 Gerardus Wynkoop t
10 John Chapman,
Samuel Foulke,

wasdetermined

So"

Robert Ralfton,

Richard Thomas,
14 Samuel Evans,
Town/end Whelen,
1
16 ^/tf/w Hubley,
17 ^o/S/^ Wer£,

1 3

18 3^/&« Hopkins,

19 Jo^fi

Lz7/Vy,

Irvine,

20

jfo/6«

2

yci&w Ptf «/ Scbott.

in the affirmative

and the

5

bill

having been fully de-

bated by paragraphs,

On

be engrofedfor the purpofe of
the queftion,-" Shall the fame
and

L

edintoa

T'-the Yeas and Nays were

called

by Mr. Clymer

*fg™f'
Mr. Jfc-

follow, viz.
#»/&», and were as

YEAS.
Valentine Upp,

1

2 James Moore,
3 Alexander Lowrey,

YEAS.
22 Ptf«* Burk halter,
23 jfo^z

Clem/on,

4 James

6 Michael Schmyfer,
7 William Mitchell,

David

1

Jo/^

16 Gabriel Heifter
17 David Davis,

Thomas Mawhorter,

Gwr^

42

3

7<3<;o£

A/z7?y,
(

j^»

Carfon.

NAYS.

Clymer,

2 Thomas Fitzfimons,
jf<2CG/? Hiltzheimer,

j^&tf Flenniken,^
Theophilus Philips,

41 Robert Clark,

NAYS.
1

Alexafider Wright,

40

Kreemer,^
20 P<?zvr Trexler, jun.
2

M

38 Po^r/ Lollar,
39 Benjamin Rittenhoufe,

18 Jofeph Sands,
P£z7z/>

Jtfazw P^rr,

33
34 jfo/6# Gilchreejl,
35 Tmiu M'Lene,
36 ^tfzwej M'Calmont,
37 j^o/) P^z/i

Heifter,

19

>/6/Z /F/6zV*,
William Findley,

32

Mitchell,

Oliver,

7<j£?z

Samuel Maclay,

3

12 Thomas Beale,
Thomas Kennedy,
1

14

25
26
27
28

(

10 Thomas Clingan,
11

24

Dowel/,
29 Jo&a
30 j^w^ -dHifon >

David M'Clellan,

8

Pz/>6T,

j^<:<j£ Saylor,

jun.
5 William Robinfon,

U

u

NAYS.

1

*$$

[
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NAYS.

NAYS.

7 George Logan,

,<-

Townfend Whelen,
l6
ffu6/
,
I? JoJeph
l8 >hn

8 Richard Peters,

9 Gerardus Wynkoop,
10 John Chapman,

it

On

^ fc,

>y

,

13 Richard Thomas,
14 Samuel Evans,

So

m^

R ^

Samuel Foulke,

1

Mm

tl

>hn

Favi Schott.

was determined in the affirmative.

M<%,

motion of Mr.
t0

i

feconded by Mr. Mac/ay,
be affign£d f° r the fecond rsadI
»S of the
, qutettng
for
the dijlurbances at Wyoming

W

^V
;A
^
further
AS
^

«

entituled
enthulTc

m°

r

confirming to certain perfons, called
Connecticut Claimants,
"palmed within the county of Luzerne," and
that
it

The

bill,

«

entituled

AB

^f„

^™V^0S *%# T
*
^
S f^
>A™" «*"^
That

tranfcdbcd

*

con fide7aln

'

"

« fcnd

That
*
con^trattn

-

and in the

«*

^

™an

iffue

re-locating

fecondfime,

fiffi

time printed for public

for erem?Z P ari °f '*» bounty
of CumberWaS read the fecond time and debated by
pa.

*

ragraphs

The

m

and for
them

lands by

be the order for the

to enable the land-officers to

'

there

L

bill,

tranfcribed
»

and in the

'

™

a*

time printed for public

AM

entituled « An
for opening and ejlablijhing certain roads in
the
-counties of Northampton and Luzerne,"
was read the "third time, and
u
dt
ae
'
bated by paragraphs.
Ordered That it be engroffed, for the
purpofe of being enadted into a
law
The bill entituled « An AS} to exonerate
Jofeph Fry, door-k«£ f7b*
Houfeof K ep ref tati
the Freemm of Pi n
lvui
G7nlZ Atombly, jromany charge
for rent or other demands for or on account
ofhifoZl
"
f^^^^f^eState-houfe,
and conjumingthehe
g\
State b ° U e
ard> was
the third time, and debated by
y
par?!
graphs
bill,

J

f

^

TfhfitTt f

<W£

That

Adjourned

it

be engroffed, for the purpofe of
being enacted into a law

until nine o'clock

Thurfday^
The Houfe met
CtItion

r
M /
Conefiogoe,
m

£t

to-morrow, A.

March

27,

M.

1788.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

rom a number °f the- inhabitants
refidine on and near the v\ver
(
the county of Lancafier, was read,
fhtingVt the
entituled

a|

<i

I

169

J

An At~i for regulating the fijhery in the river Coneftogoe, in the county of
Lancafter," paiTed the 22d day of January, 1774, does not anfwer the good
purpofes intended by the legiflature, inafmuch as the fines impofed by the laid
ad: are too great, and the mode of recovery very difficult to the profecutor
<e

"

•

and praying for a revifion of the laid aft.
Ordered to lie on the table.
petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Bucks was
read, of a fimilar tenor with thofe read March 20th laft, refpedting the prefent
mode of enforcing the payment of debts.
Ordered to lie on the table.

A

A letter from the Honorable the Vice-Prelident of the Supreme Executive
Council was prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, -viz.
In

COUNCIL,

Philadelphia,

March

27, 1788.

SIR,

B

Y

direction of Council I do myfelf the honor to inclofe, for the confidcration of your Honorable Houfe, a reprefentation from the Conful of his
Britannic Majefty
a petition from Leefon Simmons
and a memorial from

—

—

Adam

Betz, containing a complaint againfl Jacob Weaver, Efquire, a Jufticc
«f the Peace in the county of Berks,

I

am,

SIR,

With great

rejpeel,

Tour mofi
P.

obedient humble fervant,

MUHLENBERG.

Honorable Thomas Mifflin, Efquire,
Speaker of the General AJfembly.

And on

motion, and by fpecial order, the fame, together with the papers
therewith tranfmitted, were read the fecond time
Whereupon
Ordered, That the reprefentation from Phineas Bond, Efquire, be referred
to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Fitzfmons, Mr. Peters, Mr. Findley and Mr.
'Lene, to
:

M

report thereon.

Ordered, That the petition of Leefon Simmons be referred to the committee
appointed November ift laft, on the petitions of Nicholas Krehl, and others,
to report thereon.

Ordered, That the petition of Adam Betz, and the feveral papers therewith
tranfmitted, be referred to the members from the county of Berks, to report
thereon.

The Houfe refumed the consideration of the report on the petition of James
Cunningham, poftponed March 25th.
Ordered, That it be re-committed.
The report on the petitions of Robert Taylor and John Heiafon, read March
22d, was read the fecond time
Whereupon
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, for the purpofc
of granting to Robert Taylor and John Hewfon, callicoe printers and bleachers,
the ium of
pounds each, to enable them more effectually
to carry on their branches of the manufacturing fyftem begun in this ftate.
:

Ordered,

^
i-7°

[

n
°

A

£t

h

t0

,A

g

On

s

J

be a committee,
Oliver and Mr. Rittenhoufe
refolution.
to the foregoing
a bill conformably

Mr

That

Mr.

Will,

motion,

entih; d rea di nK of the bill,

,

^ol^?^ £*££*£ "^L»
which was

port,

read,

Aa
I
«

JW

w fc,

«

to

*y *

appoint

^membe

Drcfente
rei
p
*£* d

entituled
to the chair a bill,
,
comni lon ers,

"W^^ft^
/Z

«rW» aa

P

V^^-

time, and
Ordered to He on the tank
Agreeably o

the

firft

.

^°^f^Vyoming,

« Luzerne," was

read the fecood time

fg^f2ied'"b

**

bn

^^

^

prevent unfair
ore effe6tually to
which was rea
1

& -r" ^"
^.^ „ A

W *r

Mf

or
furthcr
confirming to cer.am perfim,

Whereupon

and the refolotion adopted,

affirmative,

„

as

fol-

-Pvprntwe Council be, and they are hereby
proper and effeaua,

lows, viz.

"

the

:

&

P

creek% in the

recehe volunt ary
which was read the

time, and

5Sra

Men-

had been

k

f_

Ordered to lie on the table
th ;P ur P^^
The committee appointed for
::

ed th e

a

er

'

then county of Philadelphia
Jaid triage,
« donations and fubjcriptions jor perfecting

firft

]M> pa

<*-

the purpofe of

jfor

f

MJ p ««
^f^^J^Ji^JL,
"**
'Wg^^Z&d
$
^
™"J
^
«f$J^™
^^XTbrid.ef

pointed

% and drawn

Mn

day of March, one thou,
appointed to fettle the accounts of

Zr e app
&
Z'e were
/«** to**«J and feventy-one,

who
certain other commiffioners,
rtri *, */ September, *«,
the
to fettle the accounts of

«
«
«
«

*«*

and

Ordered to lie on the tabl
a
Agreeably to leave given,

<<

Playing

Kd' Jd"ed S"SS^^SZ«*

to

this

Houfe

at

their next iiuii. &

,

.'

»

em
« abled to decide upon the compenfation to be made to ,1
of the aforefaid
The Houfe then refumed the cbnfideration
paragraphs,
ing fully debated the fame by

bill,

ana nav

Qn

'7i

C
que/Hon,— "

3

Shall the fame be tranfcribed, and in the mean time
?"
the. Yeas and Nays were called by Mr,
confderation
printed for public
.as
follow, viz.
*
Kennedy and Mr. Schott, and were

On

the

YEAS.

—

Eodem Die.

P.

M.

The Houfe met

A

purfuant to adjournment.
memorial from the Faculty of the Univerfity of Pennfylvania was pre-

fented to the chair, and read, as follows,

To

to.

Representatives of the Freemen of
Pennsylvania, in General Assembly met.

the Honorable the

The

Reprefentation of the fubfcribers,
verfity

the State of

members of the Faculty of the Uni-

of Pennfylvania,

Humbly Sheweth,

THAT

having been appointed to our feveral offices in the univerfity, in
confequence of a law of the ftate, paffed on the 27th of November,

1779, entituled "

An

Act for confirming the eftates and interejls of the college, &c." by which the Affembly of the Mate have become the benefactors
and guardians of the inflitution, we account ourfelves refponfible to you for

"

our conduct.

Our duty

to you, to the public,

and to ourfelves, requires us to

take notice of an extraordinary fentence in a late publication, addrefled to
you by Dr. William Smith, the late Provoft of the college, in the twentyfeventh page of his pamphlet.
After ftating his falary at five hundred and fifty pounds per Annum, he fays,
** This in eight years amounts to four thou/and four hundred pounds, belides
" intereft juftly due to him, out of the funds which he created, and which
*' hath been bellowed upon another man, under whom the feminary hath nei*' ther ehcreafed in reputation nor ufefulnefs ; but is laid to be more devoted

and party cabals, than to the advancement of found and real
This affertion from a gentleman, who can have fo little inforliterature."
mation on the fubjedt, muft appear very extraordinary. He has never been
within the walls of the institution fince his removal from office, fo as to gain
any acquaintance with the progrefs of the ftudents under our care, nor the
mode of inftruction adopted by the faculty and if he has received any information from others, we are confident in afferting that it is equally unfounded
with his own perfonal knowledge. With refpect to our own qualifications for
the duties of our profeffions, we have nothing to fay ; but with refpedr, to our
diligence and fidelity, in teaching the ftudents under our care, we can appeal
to the obfervation of our fellow-citizens, the knowledge of the truftees, and
the teftimony of the pupils, under our care, that we have never taken the liberty of difappointing them, by non-attendance, for a fingle day, fince our
connection with the institution ; for if any of us were neceffarily abfent for a
day, which but feldom happened, his clafs was inftrudted by another, who
doubled his labours for that time. Nor do we deem it an exception, that the
Provoft was abfent from the univerfity for a few months, in the year 1784 j
as this was occafioned by the exprefs appointment of the Honorable Affembly
and Executive Council of the ftate, with the confent of the Truftees ; and on
public bufinefs of the ftate, in which his aftronomical knowledge was deem-

**

to political

"

:

ed requifite.

The

Truftees, who frequently vifit the inftitution, and particularly enquire
the
ftate of the fchools, the progrefs of the ftudents, and the conduct of
into
the

*73
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the profeflbrs and tutors, are certainly better judges of our fidelity and affidif*
ity, in the bufinefs of -inftruction, than Dr. Smith, who was never pj'efent
To thefe gentlemen we
at the examination of a fingle clafs in the univerlity.
appeal for a teftimony of our fidelity and diligence ; by whole report you will
be able to judge, what foundation Dr. Smith has for his unprovoked attack
upon the reputation of the univerfity and its profefTors.
In the mean time, for the fuller fatisfadtion of your Honorable Houfe, and
of your conffituents at large, permit us, among other evidences, to fubjoin
the unbiaffed teftimony of a foreigner of diftin&ion, and of acknowledged
merit in the literary and philofophic world j we mean the Marquis de Cbaflel~
lux, who vifited our univerfity, and was prefent at one of our commencements. Speaking of the inftitution, in his travels through North- America,
volume i, page 229, he fays, " I had the gratification of being prefent at a
*4 public exhibition at the college, at which the Congrefs, the Prefident and
" Executive Council of the ftate, General Washington, the French Minifter,
" and all the ftrangers of distinction afliftcd. Some excellent declamations were
" made in Latin and in Englifh by the young men who were about to leave
*' college, and obtain degrees, by no means inferior to thofe I have heard in
Oxford and Cambridge. Their competitions,, in general, were elegant, and
" their elocution eafy, dignified and manly ; but, whatever was the fubje&f
** the great caufe of liberty and their country was never loft fight of, nor their
«' abhorrence of the tyranny of Britain."
He goes on toobferve the influence
which fuch an education will have on the liberty and independence of America; to which obfervations we beg leave to refer the guardians of the liberties
of Pennfylvania.
Permit .us, gentlemen, to infer, that if, in the opinion of unprejudiced and
able judges, our reputation for the literary accomplifhments of our pupils, and
our care to inftil into their tender minds the exalted principles of liberty and
love of their country, ftands upon a level with the reputation of the ancient
univerfities of Oxford and Cambridge, we need not be very folicitous about the
illiberal and groundlefs afTertion of Dr. Smith, when he fays, that '« the femi*' nary has neither encreafed in reputation nor ufefulnefs, but is faid to be more
" devoted to political and party cabals, than to the advancement of found
". and real literature."
If by " political and party cabals" he means to reproach our care to inftrudt our pupils in the great principles of liberty and
love of their country, we openly avow it, and glory in the reproach.
But if
he defigns, by the afTertion, *to give currency to the unfupported fufpicions,
that any of the anonymous and abufive publications, which have taken their
rife from the political difputes of this ftate, have been the productions of any
of our pens, we take the liberty of alluring your Honorable Houfe, and our
fellow-citizens at large, that the charge is without any juft foundation ; and
we challenge him, with the affiftance of all the printers in Philadelphia, to
prove us, or any of us, to have been the authors of any fuch publications.
Although we are neither alhamed nor afraid to avow our political fentiments, where we profefs to have any
and as freemen, havjng a common intereft in the happinefs of our country, we have as good a right as any other
perfons to exprefs our opinions, either in private or in public, for the information of others, when we think it prudent or neceffary ; yet this is neither
neceffary nor convenient for us.
The fubjedts of public difcuffion, in this
ftate, have been fufficiently treated without our affiftance; and we are too
clofely employed in the bufinefs of our profeffions to find time to take an

"

;

active

—
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active part in the political difputes of the ftate, either by intermixing with
their councils, or by writing for the public information, and much lefs to

abufe the characters either of private perfons or public bodies, by illiberal
So that you fee what little foundation there was for reproaching
invectives.
our univerfity, as " more devoted to political and party cabals, than to the

advancement of found and real literature ;" and what little credit is due to
the affertions of a man, who, without any evidence, would endeavour to
impol'e upon you, by the introduction of an illiberal reflection upon us, and
the inftitution under our care, when it had no other connection with his ap'•

poflibly to infinuate how much better the
youth of the ftate would be inftructed, in the principles- of liberty and the
various branches of literature, under him, than under the tuition of the preplication

to

the AfTembly, than

fent profeffors.

We

would have taken no notice of the above groundlefs imputation, ha#
not been from an apprehenfion, that it might poflibly have an undue influence upon the minds of fome members of your Honorable Houfe, who
may be deftitute. of the means of acquiring better information on the fubject,
it

than what

is

contained in Dr. Smith's pamphlet.

JOHN EWING,
JAMES DAVIDSON,

ROBERT PATTERSON.

Univerfity,

zyth March, 1788.

And on

motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed March ,18th, on
the petition and memorial of the Reverend Wiiliam Smith, D. D.
The petition of the printers of news-papers in the city of Philadelphia,
read March 24th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. M'Lene and Mr. J. Heifer,
to report a draught of inftrudtions to the Delegates reprefenting this ftate in
the Congrefs of the United States, if they deem it neceflary.
On motion of Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Findley,
Refohed, That the Treafurer of this ftate, as foon as he fhall have prepared
the fum of twenty thoufand pounds to be burnt, agreeably to the act, entituled
" An A5i for ftirnijhing the quota of this flate towards paying the annual inte" reji of the debts of the United States, and for funding and paying the interefl
" of the public debts of this flate," he fhall notify two or more members of
the committee of accounts, and two or more members of the faid committee
fhall forthwith meet, and count, burn and deftroy the fame, fhould it happen
in the receft of AfTembly, and report to this Houfe at their next fitting.
The committee appointed March 26th, on the petition of divers owners and
purchafers of City Lots, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The Houfe refumed the consideration of the report on the petition of Thomas Stokely, poftponed yefterday,
And on the quefticn, f* Will the Houfe adopt the following refolut ion?"
Rejohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, for granting
Captain Thomas Stokely the commutation on his half pay as Captain of a ranging company, in the fervice of this ftate during the war,

—

Jt

was carried

in the negative.

Agreeably

*75
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Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to the chair the bill, entituled
" An Acl in aid of an acl of the Delaware Jlate, for the fett lenient of the ac-

"

counts of the Wilmington lottery"
Ordered to lie on the table.

which was read the

firft

time, and

The committee
**

"
"

appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled '* An
Acl for granting to John Hewfon and Robert Taylor, callicoe printers and
bleachers, the Jum of
pounds each, as an encouragement to
them to carry on in as extenfive a manner as pofible faid branches of bufmefs"

which was

read,

Ordered

The
" of
*l

"

to

and
lie on the

"

entituled

bill,

the fate,

table.

An

Act

to alter

and amend fundry parts of the laws
and brought

relating to the excife on fpirituous liquors, imported

into this fate, and for the better collection of the revenue arifng from Jpiritous liquors imported into or dif tiled therein," was read the fecond time, and

debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed for public
confideration.

The

entituled

bill,

" An Acl

to efablifj

a Board of Wardens for the port

"

of Philadelphia, and for other purpofes therein mentioned," was read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed for public
confideration.
bill, entituled " An AH for erecling certain parts of the counties of
Weftmoreland and Washington into a feparate county," was read the fecond
time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed for public

The

*'

confideration.

The
"

entituled

bill,

into this

fate a

" An Acl

to

recompence John Hague, for introducing
was read the fecond time,

ufeful machine for carding cotton,"

and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed for public
confideration.

Adjourned

until nine o'clock

Friday

',

The Houfe met

A

to-morrow, A.

March

M.

28, 1788.

A.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from Blackall William Ball, late a lieutenant in the Pennjylvania
read,
fetting forth, that he hath loft the certificate given to him for
line, was
the depreciation due on his pay, and praying a new one may be granted him
in lieu of that which he hath fo loft; and on motion, and by fpecial order,
the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed November ift laft,
on the petitions of Nicholas Krehl, and others, to report thereon.
A petition from Thomas Wilfon was read, fetting forth, that he placed in
petition

the continental loan-office, in the year 1779, the fum of fe ve n thoufand one
hundred and fixty pounds, and for which he hath received no more than two
years intereft ; that owing to the ftagnation of trade, as well as the intereft on
the aforefaid fum being with-held from him, he was compelled to borrow
money on mortgage from the truftees of the general loan-office, to be repaid

Y

y

by

[
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by certain inftalments, and is now rendered unable to make thofe payments,
and praying the Houfe to grant him relief in the premifes; and on motion, and
by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the laft named committee, to report thereon.
The committee appointed March 25th, on the petitions of 579 inhabitants
of the county of Chejler, &c. made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed March 22d, on the petition of Evan Owen, made
report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed March 19th, on the petition of the inhabitants
of the county of Bucks, refpedting the conduct of Thomas Dyer, Efquire,
made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed March 3d, on the petition of a number of the
inhabitants of the townfhip of Shippenjburgb, relative to the diviiion line
between the counties of Cumberland and Franklin, made report, which was
read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee of accounts made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee of accounts beg leave to report, that they have carefully
examined the accounts of Robert Smith, George Schlojfer and Rowland Evans,
truftees of the loan-office, refpe&ing the fifty thou/and pounds emitted on
loan, agreeably to act of General Aflembly, paffed April the 4th, 1785 ; and
find faid truftees have loaned out the faid fum on feven hundred and thirty"
fix mortgages,
° °
.£, S QOO °
That they have received of the principal of faid loan, on or
before the firft of March inftant,
9975 ° 2
That they have re-loaned of faid principal received,
7322 o o
And that they have paid into the hands of the ftate trea-

fum received, amounting to
mentioned fum we have examined, count-

furer the refidue of faid principal

Which

faid laft

ed, burnt and deftroyed, according to law.
The committee likewife report, that they find

o

2

345 1 17

2

j 347 12

8

2104

6

.2653

the faid

have received of intereft, on or before faid firft of
on account of faid loan, the fum of
That they have paid out of that fum, for expences on account of laid loan-office, including the truftees and clerks falaries until the firft of December laft paft, the fum of
That they have paid the remaining fum of faid intereft received unto the ftate treafurer, as per receipt, amounting to
And that there is now due to the ftate, on account of
faid loan, on fix hundred and ninety-fix mortgages, the
fum of

truftees

March

inftant,

"

47364 19 10

A

appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled "
Supplement to the adi, entituled " An Adt to enforce the due collection and
payment of taxes within this commonwealth," which was read the firft

The committee
*\

4

and
Ordered to

,time,

lie

on the

table.

Agreeably

J

C

]

77

bill, entituled "
to explain
for the gradual abolition of flavery,"

An AH

Agreeably to the order of the day, the

" and amend an

entituled

acl,

"

An Act

was read the third time, and

in part 'debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That the further coniideration thereof be postponed.
The following bills having been brought in engroffed, were feverally compared at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to sign the

fame, viz.

An ACT
the relief of

for the purpofe of granting the

fum of one hundred pounds, for

James M'Manus.

A SUPPLEMENT

to the ail, entituled " An Act for regulating the meafurement of corn and fait, imported into the port of Philadelphia."
An ACT for opening and ejiabliflnng certain roads in the counties of Northampton and Luzerne.
An ACT for dejlroying the bills of credit of this commonwealth, emitted in
purfuance of an acl of General Ajjembly, pajfed the frjl day of June, one
thoufand feven hundred and eighty, entituled " An Act for funding and redeeming the bills of credit of the United States of America, and for pro-

viding means to bring the prefent war to a happy conclufion."
An Additional
to the ail's J'or the regulation of the militia
of the commonwealth of Pennfylvania.
to exonerate Jofeph Fry, door-keeper of the Houfe of ReprefentaAn
tives of the Freemen of Pennfylvania, in General AJfembly, from any charge for
rent or other demands for or on account of his occupying of part of the weflcrn

SUPPLEMENT

ACT

wing of the State-houfe, and confuming the herbage of the State-houfe yard.
Adjourned until three o'clock, P. M.

Eodem Die.

P.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
motion was made by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Peters,
Relative to the institution of an office to which the holder of any certificate of this state may take the fame, and have the amount thereof entered to
his credit, on a book kept for that purpofe, when the certificate fo entered
mall be defaced, and a new one given to the holder thereof for the fame
amount ; which faid new certificate fhall not be transferred but at the faid
office, by the owner thereof, or his attorney.

A

Ordered,

That the

The committee

coniideration thereof be postponed.

appointed

March 25th, on

the petition of Lewis Hallam

and John Henry, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled *
Supplement to an acl, entituled " An Acl; more
" effectually to prevent unfair practices in the packing of beef and pork for
" exportation," was read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed, and in the mean time printed for public

A

consideration.

The

bill,

entituled

'*

An

Acl

in aid

the fettlement of the accounts of the
cond time,, and debated by paragraphs.

'*

Ordered,

That

it

of an ail of the Delaware fate, for
lottery," was read the fe-

Wilmington

be tranferibed, and in the

mean time

printed for public

consideration.

The

178

C
The

entituled

bill,

" An Acl

]

to appoint ccmmifjioners to fettle the accounts

" of certain commiffioners, who, by a certain acl of Ajjembiy, faffed the ninth
" day of March, one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-one, were appointed
" to fettle the accounts of certain other commiffioners, who, by a certain acl of
" Aflembly, faffed the twentieth day of September, one thoufand feven hundred
" and Jixty-five, were appointed to Jettle the accounts of the managers of a lottery
" which had been fet up and drawn for the purpofe of eretling a bridge over
county of Philadelphia [now Montgomery) and
" to receive voluntary donations and fubfeript ions jor perfeclingfaid bridge," was
read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed, and in the mean time printed for public

*'

Skippack creek,

in the then

conlideration.

The

entituled

bill,

"

A Supplement

the abl, entituled

to

" An Acl to encommonwealth,"

force the due collection and payment of taxes within this
was read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed, and in the mean time printed for public

•««

conlideration.
The bill, entituled

m
"*

lor,

" An Acl for granting to John Hewfon and Robert Taypounds
callicoe printers and bleachers, the Jum of
to carry on .in as extenfive a manner as pofread the fecond time, and debated by
was
bufmefs,"

each, as an encouragement to

" fble faid

branches of

them

paragraphs.
Ordered,

That

it

be tranferibed, and in the mean time printed for public

conlideration.

The
"

"

An

Acl to enable aliens to purchafe and hold real ejlates
commonwealth," was read the fecond time, and debated by pa-

entituled

bill,

within this

ragraphs.

That

Ordered,

it

and in the mean time printed for public

be tranferibed,

confideration.
**

bill,

entituled

TheHoufe refumed
"
««

" An Acl

recompence John Hague, for introducing
cotton," was read the third time.
carding
into this fate a ufeful machine for
Ordered, That the further conlideration thereof be poftponed.

The

to

the confideration of the

" An Act

bill,

entituled

" An Acl

to ex-

for the gradual abolition of fla-

amend an abl, entituled
very;" and having fully debated the fame by paragraphs,

plain and

On

enabled into a

Mr.

—"
— the

the queftion,
law ?"

fame be engroffed, for the purpofe of being
Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. Schott and

Shall the

Clark, and were as follow, viz,

YEAS.

YEAS.
j George Clymer,
2 Thomas Fitzfmons,

3 Jacob Hiltzheimer,
4 Willam Lewis,
5 William Will,
6 William Robinfon, jun.

7 John Salter,
8 George Logan,
9 Richard Peters,
Jo Gerardus Wynkoof,

1

1

John Chapman,

2 Samuel Foulke,
Valentine Uff,
1 3

1

14 Robert Raljlon,
1 5 James Moore,
16 Richard Thomas,
1 7 Townfend Whelen,
18 Jacob Erb,
19 William Mitchell,
20 Jofefh Reed,

YEAS.

51

1

[
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]

YEAS.
David

2

YEAS.

Mitchell,

3

22 Thomas Beale,
23 Thomas Kennedy,
24 j^6h Oliver,
25 David Davis,
26 Thomas Mawhorter,
zy John Piper,
28 y^o^ Say lor,
29 JVilliam Findley,
30 James Barr,

NAY

33 John Flenniken,

34

40

j^,6/z

PW

"

Schott.

Jofeph Heifer,
1 o Gabriel Heijler,
Philip Kreemer,
1
12 Peter Trexler, jun.
13 Peter Bur kh alter,
-9

6 David M'Clellan,

14 Theophilus

,

7 Jofeph Lilley,

1

Thomas Clingan,
was determined in the

" ^fo

.

NAYS.

S.

J°Jepb Work,
5 Michael Schmyfer,

The

Gilchreejl,

37 ^zco<£ -^ifi
38 Robert <Lollar,
39 Benjamin Rittenhoufe,

4

it

y<?/?/z

35 James M'Lene,
36 ffa&ut M'Calmontj

Samuel Evans,
2 Richard Willing,
3 Alexander Lowrey,

'So

Allifon,

32 Alexander Wright*

1

8

James

1

Philips,

Robert Clark,

16 John Car/on.
affirmative.

^/ yir

Thomas Gordon, &i #«Vj /za^
commonwealth by virtue of his attainder
was read the third time, and debated by paragraphs.
treafon,
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.
The bill, entituled " An Acl for the relief of James Parker, an infolvent
'* debtor, confined in the gaol of the city and county
of Philadelphia," was read
the third time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacfed into a law.
Adjourned until nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.
bill,

" aJ^S fis
" of high
>

entituled
7

'

Saturday,
-

vejling in

cer t ain iftates forfeited to this

The Houfe met

March

29, 1788.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

county of Wejlmoreldfid were read,
government of the'United States
of America by the late Fcederal Convention may not be adopted, and fetting
forth the conducf of the majority* of the deputies of the general convention,
appointed by this ftate, is reprehenfible, and that they fhould be brought to
account for the fame.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from Thomas M'Clea and John Emerfon, infolvent debtors, confined
in the gaol in and for the county of Wejlmoreland, were read, praying to be
releafed from their imprifonment ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the
fame were read the fecond time.
Ordered, 'That they be referred to Mr. Will, Mr. Robin[on, Mr. Hubley,
Mr. Davis, Mr. Sands, Mr. Clark and Mr. Piper, to report thereon.
A petition from divers inhabitants of the county of Wejlmoreland was read,
fetting forth, that the laws now in force for making and repairing public
highways are inadequate to the great objedt for which they were intended, and
praying for a revifion of the fame.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Z 2
A pe-

Petitions

from 519 inhabitants of

'the

praying that the conftitution propofed for the

•

A.

[

i8o

]

from a number of the Juftices of the Peace and other officers of
the Couit-houle and
the county of Wefi more'land was read, fetting forth, that
accommodate
the public
inlurficient
to
county
are
Prilbn in and for the faid
fervice of the faid county, and Hating that about one thoujand founds have
been levied and nearly collected, for erecting the aforeiaid buildings, and for
which purpofe no more than one hundred and eighty pounds jeven Jhiilings and
" An Act
one penny have been expended; therefore praying the act, entituled
«« to fufpend the powers oj the trujlees of the county of Weftmoreland, and for

A

petition

}

«'

fettling their accounts,"

may be

fufpended, in order to enable the faid truftees

to compleat the aforefaid court-houfe
Ordered to lie on the table.

and prifon.

from 70 inhabitants of Air townfhip, in the county of Bedford,
annexed to the county of Franklin.
was
the
table.
Ordered to lie on
Petitions from 888 inhabitants of the county of Weftmoreland were read,
praying the feat of juftice in and for the faid county may be removed from
Greenjborough to the waters of Conemaugh.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The letter from the Honorable the Vice-Prefident of this ftate, read February 28th laft, tranfmitting a letter from his Excellency the Governor of

A

petition

read, praying to be

of Maffachufetts, together with the amendments propofed by the late
Convention of that ftate to the Fcederal Conftitution, recommended for the
government of the. United States, was read the fecond time; Whereupon
Ordered, That the letter from his Excellency the Governor of Majfachufetts,
together with the propofed amendments, be inferted on the minutes, viz.
the

ftate

S

I

Boston, February

16th, 1788.

iv,

IH AV E

the honor of tranfmitting to your Excellency a copy of the proceedings of the Convention of the people of this commonweal rh, lately
affembled in this town, in conformity to a refolution of the general court of
the faid commonwealth, with their affent to and ratification of the conftitution for the United States of America, reported to Congrefs by the Convention of delegates from the faid United States, together with certain amendments and alterations recommended to be introduced into the faid conftitution, which we wifti may meet with the concurrence of your ftate.

J have

the honor to be,

With great efteem and refpedf,
Tour Excellency's mofl obedient and very humble fervant,

JOHN HANCOCK.

His Excellency

Benjamin Franklin,

In

Efq%

Commonwealth
CONVENTION of

Delegates
Massachusetts,
the

Commonwealth

THE

of

of Massachusetts.
of the

People

of th4

February 6th, 1788.

Convention, having impartially difculfcd and fully confidered the
conftitution for the United States of America, reported to Congrefs hy
the Convention of Delegates from the United States of America, and ful mitted

;

C

i8r

mitted to us by a refolution of the General Court of the faid commonwealth,
palled the twenty-fifth day of October lad part; and acknowledging with
grateful hearts the goodnefs of the Supreme Ruler of the Univerfe, in affording the people of the United States, in the courfe of his Providence, an opportunity, deliberately and peaceably, without fraud or furprize, of entering into an explicit and folemn compact with each other, by affenting to and
ratifying a new conftiti^tion, in order to form a more perfect union, eftabhfh,
juftice, infure domeftic tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general welfare, and fecure the bleffings of liberty to themf elves and
their pofterity ; do, in the name and in behalf of the people of the commonwealth of Maffachujetts, alien t to and ratify the faid conftitution for the
United States of America.
And as it is the opinion of this Convention, that certain amendments and
alterations in the faid conftitution would remove the fears and quiet the apprehensions of many of the good people of this commonwealth, and more
effectually guard againft an undue adminiftration of the foederal government
the Convention do therefore recommend that the following alterations and
provilions be introduced into the faid conftitution :
Firji. That it be explicitly declared, that all powers not exprefly delegated by the aforefaid conftitution, are referved to the feveral ftates, to be by

them

exercifed.

That there fhall be one reprefentative to every thirty thoufand
according to the cenfus mentioned in the conftitution, until the
whole number of the reprefentatives amounts to two hundred.
Thirdly. That Congrefs do not exercife the powers veiled in them by the
fourth fection of the firft article, but in cafes when a ftate fhall neglect or
refufe to make the regulations therein mentioned, or (hall make regulations,
fubverfive of the rights of the people to a free and equal reprefentation in.
Congrefs, agreeably to the conftitution.
Fourthly. That Congrefs do not lay direct taxes but when the monies arifing from the import and excife are infufficient for the public exigencies ; nor
then, until Congrefs fhall have firft: made a requifition upon the ftates, to
aflefs, levy and pay their refpective proportions of fuch requifition, agreeably
to the cenfus fixed in the faid conftitution, in fuch way and manner as the
legislature of the ftate fhall think beft, and in fuch cafe, if any ftate fhall
neglect or refufe to pay its proportion purfuant to fuch requifition, then Congrefs may aflefs and levy fuch ftate's proportion, together with intereft thereon at the rate of fix per cent, per annum, from the time of payment prefcribed in fuch requifition.
Fifthly. That Congrefs erect no company of merchants, with exclufive
advantages of commerce.
Sixthly. That no perfon (hall be tried for any crime by which he may incur an infamous punifhment, or lofs of life, until he be firft indicted by a
Grand Jury, except in fuch cafes as may arife in the government and regulation of the land and naval forces.
Seventhly. The Supreme Judicial Foederal Court fhall have no jurifdiction of
caufes between citizens of different ftates, uniefs the matter in difpute, whether it concerns the realty or perfonalty, be of the value of three thoufand
dollars at the leaft: nor fhall the foederal judicial powers extend to any actions
between citizens of different ftates, where the matter in difpute, whether it
concerns the realty or perfonalty, is not of the value of fifteen hundred dolSecondly.

perfons,

lars at the leaft,

Eighthly.

l8 *

[

3

In civil actions between citizens of different ftates, every ifiue of
fact arifing in actions at common law fhall be tried by a jury, if the parties,
or either of them, requeft it.
Ninthly. Congrefs fhall at no time confent that any perfcn, holding an cfjke of trufl or profit under the United States, fhall accept of a title of nobi"Eighthly.

any other title or office, from any King, Prince or foreign ftate.
the Convention do, in the name and in behalf of the people of this
commonwealth, enjoin it upon their Reprefentatives in Congrefs at all times,
until the alterations and provisions aforefaid have been coniidered agreeably to
lity,

or

And

the fifth article of the faid conftitution, to exert all their influence, and ufe
all reafonable and legal methods, to obtain a ratification of the faid alterations

and provifions, in fuch manner

And

that

thcUnited

as is

provided in the faid

States in Congrefs affembled

article.

may have due

notice of

It is
the affent and ratification of the faid conftitution by this Convention
Refolved, That the affent and ratification aforefaid be engroffed on parchment, together with the recommendation and injunction aforefaid, and with
this refolution
and that His Excellency John Hancock, Efquire, Prefident,
and the Honorable William CuJJnng, Efquire, Vice-Prefident of this Convention, traniinit the fame, counterngned by the Secretary of the Convention,
under their hands and feals, to the United States in Congrefs affembled.
:

;

JOHN HANCOCK, Prefident,
WILLIAM CU.SKING, Vice-Prefdent.

George Richards Minot,

PURSUANT

Secretary.

We,

the Prefident and ViceStates in Congrefs
United
Prefident above named, do hereby tranfmit to the
affembled the fame refolution, with the above affent and ratification of the
conftitution aforefaid for the United States, and the recommendation and injunction above fpecified.
In witnefs whereof we have hereunto fet our hands and feals, at Bofton, in
the commonwealth aforefaid, this feventh day of February, Anno Domini one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-eight, and in the twelfth
year of the independence of the United States of America.
to the refolution aforefaid,

JOHN HANCOCK, Prefident,
WILLIAM CUSHING, Vice- Prefident.

(Seal.)

(Seal.)

(True Copy.)
Atteji.

John Avery,

jun. Secretary.

The committee

of ways and means made report, which was read ; and on
motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.

The committee on ways and means

report

That with an anxious defire of obtaining information refpecling the funds
of the ftate, they have applied at different times to the Comptroller-General
for fuch ftatements of the public revenues and expences, as would enable
them to lay before the Houfe a brief view of the actual fituation of the
public finances, without which they conceive it is impracticable fo-r the repreientatives of the people to provide for the exigencies of government, with a
due regard to the intereft of their conftituents.

The

delay

which has

neceffarily occurred in obtaining thefe ftatements,

fufficient evidence of the neceffity of

making Inch an arrangement

of the Treaiurer and Comptroller-General,
kind in future.

as

is

a

in the offices

will prevent delays

of

a like

One

:

183

C

1

One

of the ftatements has been fo recently received, as renders it impracticable for the committee to give it the con h deration it merits.
Such obfervations as have occurred to the committee, with the refolutions
founded thereon, they fubmit to the vvifdom of the Houfe.
Under the article of militia fines, ft appears that there has been received
into the public treafury, between the firft of January, 1785, and firft of November, 17^7, a term of two years and ten months, jT 6,769 4.
Upon this the committee remark that the fum appears fo extremely fhort
of the fines actually incurred, as induces a belief that either fufficient diligence
is not ufed in the collection of thefe fines, or that they are withheld from the
public treafury by the perfons who receive them.
Under the article of taxes, &c. They find, that there was received into
the public treafury, between the firft of January, 1785, and firft of Nove/n-

—

—

—

ber,

17X7,-

And

£ 527,542 64.

that there

was paid, under what

is

called the funding fyftem, in that

£

time,
466,380 3 7.
In which is included 685,557 dollars, paid .to the United States in fpecie.
The committee are clearly of opinion, that the fpecie payments aforefaid exceed the fum directed by law 128,506 dollars, owing, as the committee believe, to the officers making the requifition of Congrefs, rather than the laws
ftate, the rule of their conduct in making fuch payments.
Over and above the aforefaid fum of 128,506 dollars, there appears to
have been feveral fums paid to pensioners, which ought to have been deducted
from the payments made to the United States, and increafes the difability of
this ftate to make good its actual engagements.
From the ftatements of appropriations furnifhed by the ComptrollerGeneral, it appears that there are feveral confiderable revenues which are not
fpecially appropriated, and fome of the neceftary expences of government for
which no ftated provifion is made.
The committee remark too, that the General Aflembly are in the practice
of making grants of money without defignating the funds from which fuch
monies are to arife, or having fuch information refpecting the ftate of their
treafury, as would enable them to judge how far it may be in the power of
the Treafurer to comply with the law.
Upon thefe feveral points the committee fubmit the following refolutions
Refohed, That the Supreme Executive Council be, and they are hereby requefted to call upon the refpective County Lieutenants within this ftate, for the
actual returns of all perfons within their refpective counties made fubject by law

of the

to the performance of militia duties, together with a return of the perfons who
have actually attended on mufter days within the years 1785, 1786 and 1787,
and that fiich returns be laid before the General Aflembly at their next feflion.
Refohed, Tnat the Treafurer of this ftate, in the accounts which he is directed to furnifh the General Aflembly, ftate fpecially the fums received from
the different branches of the revenue, and thofe paid under the laws of the
commonwealth, under their refpective heads of appropriation; and that the
Comptroller-General regulate his ftatements conformably.
Refohed, That the Treafurer inform this Houfe, at their next feflion, upon
what authority he has made payments to the United States to the amount
charged in his accounts.
Refohed, That it is the duty of the Executive powers and of the officers of
this government, in the drafts or payments which they refpectively make for
the public fervice, to adhere ftrictly to the appropriations made by law.
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to whom was re-committed, March 27th, the report on the
James Cunningham, made report, which w£e read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee, to whom was referred the bill, entituled "
Supplement to
<c
the ac7, entituled " An Acl: for veiling the eftates of the late proprietaries of
" Pennfyhania in this commonwealth," and the petitions of a number of the

The committee

petition of

A

inhabitants of the Northern Liberties, and of the inhabitants of the
made report, which was read, and

in the county of Northampton,

Ordered to

lie

on the

table.

The committee appointed March 4th, on
Efquire, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to

The

lie

on the

Dry Lands,
-

the petition of William Moore,

table.

number of the inhabitants
of the county of Bucks againfl the conduct of Thomas Dyer, Efquire, a Justice of the Peace for the faid county, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be postponed.
The committee appointed March 26th, on the petition of Ebenezer Brady,
made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed March 18th, on the memorial of the Reverend
William Smith, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee to whom was referred, March 27th, the petition of divers
printers in the city of Philadelphia, made report, which was read ; and on
Wheremotion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time
upon,
Refolved, That a copy of the petition of divers printers of the city of Philadelphia, together with a copy of this refolution, be transmitted to the Delegates of this ftate in Congrefs, and that they be initrufted to make with all
due diligence full enquiry into the truth of the fads therein contained, and
that if the abufes therein complained of mall on fuch enquiry be found to
exift, the faid delegates fhall ufe their beft endeavours in Congrefs to obtain
redrefs of the fame, in order that a knowledge of public events may have a
free circulation throughout the United States of America.
On motion,
Refolved, That the Speaker draw the following orders on the State Treafurer.
In favor of Peter Z. Lloyd, for forty pounds;
In favor of Jacob Shallus, for forty pounds ; for their extra fervices during
the recefs of the Houfe.
In favor of Jojeph Fry, for /even pounds ten Jhillings
In favor of James Martin, for feven pounds ten Jhillings ; for their attendance
during the recefs of the General Aifembly.
The committee of accounts made report, which was read ; and on motion,
and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, and adopted as folreport read yefterday, on the petition of a

:

lows, viz.

The committee of accounts beg leave to report, that there is due to
Daniel Humphreys, for fix news-papers, entituled the Pennfyhania Mercury,
for one year, due December 17th, 1787, eight pounds eight Jhillings and ninepence.

To

Thomas Bradford,

for printing the laws, to this day, one

thirty pounds thirteen Jhillings

hundred and

and Jix-pence.

To

*97
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To Hall and Sellers, a balance due to
eleventh General Aflembly, J'eventy-nine
To Michael BHlmeyer, for printing
minutes, in the German language, to
pounds four

]

them

for printing the minutes of the

pounds and

ten-p<.nce.

the bills for consideration,

February 1788,

and the

one hundred

To Thomas

Lloyd, for the debates of the General Aflembly, fix volumes,

Jive pounds.
Rejblved,

That the Speaker draw an order on the State Treafurer,
of Daniel Humphreys, in full of his account, for eight pounds eight

and

and fix

Jhiilings.

in favor

Jhiilings

nine-pence.

In favor of Thomas Bradford, in
thirty pounds thirteen fillings

In favor of Hall and

end

Sellers,

full

of his account, for one hundred and

and fix-pence.
in full of their account, for feventy-nine pounds

ten-pence.

In favor of Michael BHlmeyer, in full of his account, for one hundred and fix
pounds four fiillings.
In favor of Thomas Lloyd, in full of his account, for five pounds.
The following bills having been brought in engrofled, were feverally compared at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to fign the
fame, viz.
to encourage and protect the manufactures of this Jlate*
An
An
for facilitating the redemption of the bills of credit emitted in the
year one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-one, and for redeeming part of the
funded debt of this jlate, for extending the time for patenting lands which were
located before the declaration of independency, and for giving a right of pre-emption to actual fettlers for procuring warrants for lands by them occupied.
/a fujpend an act, entituled " An Act for afcertaining and conAn
firming to certain perfons, called Connecticut Claimants, the lands by them
claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for other purpofes therein men-

ACT
ACT

ACT

tioned.

ACT explain and amend an
entituled " An Act for the gradual
lay a duty on foreign barley and malt imported into
An ACT
An ACT for the relief of James Parker, an infalvent debtor, confined the
and county of Philadelphia.
gaol of the
Thomas Gordon, his heirs and
An ACT for ve/ling
certain
An

act,

/«

abolition of flavery."
to

this ftate.

in

city

in

eflates forfeited to this

On

affigns,

commonwealth by virtue of his attainder of high

treafon..

motion,

Ordered,

That 500 copies of the

act,

entituled

" An

Additional Supplement

for the regulation of the militia of the commonwealth of Pennfyl** vania," and of the act,
entituled " An Act to alter and amend an act , enti<l
"
An Act for the gradual abolition of flavery," be printed, and that
tuled
the clerk be directed to transmit the fame to the prothonotaries within the re'*

to the acts

fpective counties in this

The committee
had

commonwealth.

appointed to

affix

the feal to the laws reported that they

affixed the feal to the following laws, viz.

An

ACT

author ifing the Supreme Executive Council to draw an order on
the Treafurer of this Jlate, for the fum of feventy-nine pounds ten (hillings,
I.

in

favor of Alexander M'Dowell.
II.

An

i98
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An

]

ACT

borough and

of the faid

for vefling the public flore-honfe and two lots of ground in the
county of Lancafter in the Trufees of Franklin college, for the ufe

hijfitution.

An

AGT/5 incorporate

the fociety for propagating the go/pel among the
members
by
the
Epijcopal church oj the United Brethren, or
heathen, formed
of
III.

Unitas Fratrum.
IV.
entituled "
*t amend an adt,

A SUPPLEMENT

to

An

the act,

Act

to

entitukd "

An Aft

remedy the defetls of

and
the feveral a£ls of
to

alter

" Affembly heretofore made for regulating the elections of J u/I ices of the Peace
" throughout this fate, and to ejlablifli a permanent mode for holding Jiich elections,
*' and to author e the Juftices
if
of the Peace of the city of Philadelphia to bold the
<(
courts of record of the faid city, and to make further provifon for the due
*' election and return
of jfuflices of the Peace elecl."
V. An
to incorporate -the frjl Prejbyterian congregation of the BigSpring, in Newtown town/hip, in Cumberland county.
VI. An
for erecling a certain diflricl of country, in which the court"

ACT
ACT

houfe in Chefter county fands, into a. county town.

A SUPPLEMENT

VII.

to

an

ac7,

entituled

" way of

" An

A&

lottery, the fum of Forty-two Thoufand
" public roads leading from the city of Philadelphia to
" this ftate, and towards the improving the navigation of
« kill."

VIII.

An

for railing,

by

improving the
the weftern parts of

Dollars, for

ACT

/o

the river Scbuyl-

enable the commiffioners of the county of Chefter to fell

and convey a certain lot of land in the towjljip of Eaft-Caln, and county aforefaid, for the ufe of the faid county.
IX. An A C T to incorporate and endow an academy or public fchool in the
borough of Reading, in the county of Berks.
X. An A G.T to enable the owners and poffeffors of a certain tract of marfh
and meadow Ian d*-therein defcribed, fituate in the counties of Philadelphia and
Chefter, to keep the banks, dams, Jluices and food-gates in repair, and to raife
a fund
XI.

expence thereof.
to the ails for the regulation of the
Additional
militia oj the commonwealth of Pennfylvania.
XII. An
for dejlroying the bills of credit of this commonwealth, emitted
to defray the

An

SUPPLEMENT

ACT

purfuance of an acl of General Affembly, pajfed the firjl day of June,
thoufand feven hundred and eighty, entitukd " An Act for funding and
" deeming the bills of credit of the United States of America, and
" providing means to bring the prefent war to an happy conclufion."
to lay a duty on foreign barley and malt imported into
XIII. An

in

Bate.

XIV. An

ACT
ACT

to exonerate

one

refor
this

Jofeph Fry, door-keeper of the Houfe of Re-

prefentatives of the Freemen of Pennfylvania, in General Affembly, from any
charge for rent or other demands for or en account of his occupying part of the
ivejlern

wing of the State-hcufe, and conjuming

the herbage of the State-houfe

yard.

XV. An

ACT
ACT

for the purpofe of granting the fum of one hundred
pounds, for the prefent relief of James M'Manas.
XVI. An
for facilitating the redemption of the bills of credit emitted
in the year one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-one, and for redeeming part of
the funded debt of this faie, for extending the time for patenting lands which
were
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were located before the declaration of independency, and for giving a right of
pre-emption to actual fettlers, for procuring warrants for lands by them occupied.

ACT
ACT

XVII. An
for opening and ejlablijhing certain roads in the counties of
Northampton and Luzerne.
to fufpend an act, entituled " An Act for afcertaining
XVIII. An
' and confirming to certain perfons, called Connecticut Claimants, the lands by
*' them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for other purpofes there*'

in

mentioned."

XIX.

A SUPPLEMENT./*

**

lating the

"

ladelphia."

meafurement of corn and

fait

" An

AcT: for

regu-

imported into the port of Phi-

ACT encourage and protect the manufactures of this fate.
ACT explain and amend an
entituled " An Acl for the
gradual abolition of flavery."
Thomas Gordon,
XXII. An ACT for vefing
heirs and
cer-'

XX. An

to

XXI. An
**.

the act, entituled

to

act,-

in

his

tain ejlates forfeited to this commonwealth
treafon.

affigns,

by virtue of his attainder of high

ACT

XXIII. An
for the relief of James Parker, an infolvent debtor, confined in the gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia.

Which

laws were as ufual depofited in the Rolls-Office,

The Houfe

then adjourned until the

firft

Tucfday in September next.

PETER ZACHARY CLOYD,
Clerk of the General AJfembly*

Philadelphia;

Printed by

HALL

and

SELLERS.

A

'CfU

MINUTES
O F T H E

THIRD SESSION
TWELFTH

OF THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE

COMMONWEALTH
O F

PENNSYLVANIA,
WHICH

commenced

of September,

in the

Philadelphia, on Tuefday, the Second Day
Year of our Lord One Thoufand Seven Hundred
at

and Eighty-eight.

'Tuefday, September 2,

1788.

M,

P.

MR.ment

with a number of members, met purfuant
being a quorum,
but
not
j
Adjourned until three o'clock to-morrow, P. M.
Speaker,

Wednefday^ September

3,

1788.

P.

Mr. Speaker, with a number of members, met purfuant
hut not being a quorum,
Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

F

3

to

to

adjourn-

M.
adjournment;

M»
Tburfday,

c
T/jurfirfay,

202

September

A

quorum of Reprefentatives met.

A

petition

4.,

1

J

1788.

A. M.

from James Rumfey, of Berkley county, in the State of Virginia,
he has been feveral years employed, with unreand
a
great
at
expence, in inventing and bringing to perfection
mitted attention
fundrv machines and engines, namely, one for propelling boats on the water
by the power of fleam, which has been already accomplished in experiments
on a boat of about fix tons burthen; another machine, conftrufted on fimilar
principles, for railing water at a fmall expence, to be applied to the working

was

read, fetting forth that

of mills of different kinds, as well as to various ufeful purpofes in agriculture ; a new invented boiler for generating fleam ; and alfo other machines, by
means of which grift and faw-mills may be fo improved in their construction,
by a cheap and limrjle machine, as to require the application of much lefs
water than is neceSTary in the common mode ; and praying an act may be
paffed, granting unto him, his executors, administrators and affigns, for a
term of years, the exciufive right of constructing, navigating and employing,
within this ftate, the feveral boats, engines and machines, by him invented

and improved.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from about 300 inhabitants of the county of Luzerne were read,
praying the bill, entituled "
further A3 for quieting the dijlur.bances at
" Wyoming, and for confirming to certain perfons, called Connecticut Claim" ants, the lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne," as publifhed

A

for confideration,

may

be paffed into a law.

on the table.

Ordered
memorial from Edward Stiles, referring to his memorial prefented to a
former Houfe of Affembly, December 2d, 1785, and their proceedings thereon, was read, praying relief in the premifes.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from Rufus Lawrence and Noah Murray, a committee of the proprietors of Shawanee Flat, in the townfhip of Plymouth, and county of Luzerne,
was read, fetting forth, that the laid fiat being fubject to inundations by the
riling of the river Sufquehanna. the proprietors thereof cannot maintain fences
to feparate their refpeclive lands, but have been obliged to occupy the fame
in one general field ; that it having been neceffary to make and Support one
general fence around the whole thereof, the proprietors have been in the practice of appointing committees to fuperintend the common intereft of the proprietors, in keeping up the general fence and preventing treSpaifes in the faid
general field ; that there being no law authorising the proprietors to ufe compulfory means with delinquents, who refuSe or neglect to make and repair
their proportions of the general fence, or to profecute for trefpaffes committed
on the faid fiat, or to regulate the times when the, faid fiat Shall be depastured,
and when horles, cattle, Sheep and fwine Shall be excluded, whereby the proprietors annually fuftain much lofs and damage ; and praying an act may be
paffed, to remedy the aforelaid inconveniencies.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from the Rector, Church-Wardens and Vestrymen of the Proteftant Epifcopal church of St. John, at York-town, in the county of York,
was read, fetting forth, that they are considerably indebted to feveral perfons
to lie

A

for

T

2,°3

]

the York academy, parfonage-houfe, and
ether improvements, and.praving they may by law be enabled to mortgage
the faid parfonage-houfe, and the two lots whereon the fame is erecled, in
order to raife a lum or funis of money, not exceeding five hundred pounds, for
the purpofe of difcharging the faid debts, and compleating the faid buildings.
Ordered to lie on the table.
for erecting a fchool-houfe, called

On

motion,

Ordered, That Mr. Thomas and Mr. M'Calmont be a committee, to inform
Council that the Houfe, being met, are ready to receive any bufmefs they
may have to lay before them.
•

" Aji

AB for

alkwing a further time to dijlribute the
The bill,
" donation lands promifed to the troops of this commonwealth," was read the
third time, and in part debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That the further confederation thereof be poftponed until Wednefday next, and that it be the order for that day.
On motion made by Mr. Piper, feconded by Mr. Lollar,
Ordered, That Tuefday next be affigned for the third reading of the bill,
Supplement to an acl, entituled " An Act to alter and amend
entituled "
" an aft, entituled " An ASl for granting and difpojbig of the unappropriated
fi lands within this flate," and that it be the order for that day.
On motion of Mr. Fitzfimons, feconded by Mr. Peters,
Ordered, That Thurfday next be affigned for the third reading of the bill,
entituled " An Acl to ejtabli/lj a Board of Wardens for the port of Philadel" phia, and for other purpojis therein mentioned," and that it be the order for
entituled

A

that day.
bill, entituled " An Ac~l to exonerate the frontier inhabitants of
ington county from the payment of taxes," was read the third time.
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
Adjourned until half paff. nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

The
41

Friday^ September 5,

Wafh-

A. M.

1788.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
the
taxes affeffed on the inhabitants and taxable property
tranfeript of
•within the county of Payette, for the year 1788, was prefented to the chair,

A

and
Ordered to lie on the table.
A letter from Eleazer Ofwald was prefented to the chair, and read, together with its enclofures, as follows, viz.
Philadelphia, September 5,

S

I

1788.

R,

TAKE

the liberty to inclofe to you, as Speaker of the General Affembly
Pennfylvan'a, my addrefs and memorial, relative
meafures
which have been taken with me, by three of
unjuftifiable
the
late
to
the Judges of the Supreme Court ; and.moft earneftly intreat that you will
they contain a ftatecaufe the fame to be prefented to the Honorable Houfe

I

of the

commonwealth of

:

of public notoriety, and information of the moft ferious nature
againft the Honorable Thomas M'Kean, William Augujlus Atlee and Jacob Ku/h,

ment of

fadts

Efquires,

*°4

[

]

The lawlefs treatment I have
Efquires, Juftices of the faid Supreme Court.
capacity,
calls aloud for legiflative
in
their
official
hands,
their
at
experienced
redrefs -

I am,
With

every fentiment of refpecl,

SIR,
Tour

mojl obedient humble fervant,

ELEAZER OSWALD.
'The

To

Hon.

Thomas Mifflin,

Efq;

Representatives of the Freemen of the CommonPennsylvania, in General Assembly met.

the Honorable the

wealth of

The

Addrefs and Memorial of

Eleazer Oswald,

of the city of 'Philadel-

phia, Printer,
RefpeSlfully foeweth,

THAT

your memorialift, on the firft day of July, in the year of our Lord
thoufand
feven hundred and eighty-eight, at the city of Philadelone
phia, and within the commonwealth of Pennfylvania, published an addrefs in
his paper, ligned " Eleazer Ofwald," a true copy whereof is hereunto annexed, and marked No. i, relative to a writ iffuing out of the Supreme Court
of Pennsylvania, in cafe, againft your memorialift, at the fuit of one Andrew
Brown : upon which procefs, bail of one thoufand pounds was demanded for
your memorialift's appearance upon the return day of the faid procefs, to wit,
the fecond day of July laft aforefaid.
That upon a citation to ffiew caufe of bail in the action aforefaid, and a folemn hearing before Judge Bryan, " no caufe of action being fhewn," your
memorialift was difmiffed without bail, as is fet forth in Judge Bryan's order
hereunto annexed, and marked No. 2, certified by the Sheriff of .the city and
county of Philadelphia.
That in the cloie of the feffion of the faid Supreme Court, to wit, the 12th
day of July, 1788, an application was made by William Lewis, Efquire, to
the Juftices of the fame Supreme Court, for a rule to fb»;w caufe, on Monday morning following, at nine o'clock, why an attachment mould not iffue
againft your .memorialift, for a contempt of court, in publishing the faid adA true copy of the rule is alfo annexed, marked No. 3.
drefs, marked No- 1.
That your memorialift had no notice of this rule to (hew caufe, till late on
Saturday evening, when he returned from the country, where he was engaged
all Saturday afternoon.
In this iituation your memorialift applied to Jonathan Dickenfon Serjeant,
Efquire, as counfel, who appeared with him in open court on Monday morning, conformably to the faid rule.
Your memorialift then difcovered, that
the court, the preceding Saturday, had founded the faid rule to (hew caufe on
certain affidavit?, which were taken ex parte
totally in his abfence
without
his having any fort of opportunity to crols-examine the deponents. In vain did
his counfel pray a poftponemcnt of the argument of that queftion, although
Sufficient fecurity was offered for your memorialift's appearance at the next

—

—

court.

[
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efpecial'iy as his counfel was juSt retained on the occafion.
In vain
pleaded that your memorialist was pinched in point of time, as Sunday
when the Prothonotary's office was Shut, and inacceffiule to buSiintervened
The court ordered on the argument immediately; and denels of any fort.
termined, without heiitation, that your memorialist had committed a contempt, and the only mode affigned for acquital was, for your memorialist to
fubmit to the court in this, fummary courfe of proceedings, and to purge
himfelf of the fuppcfed offence in anfwering interrogatories upon his own oath.
Your memorialist was, however, permitted to file recognizance, himfelf in

court,

was

it

—

two hundred pounds, and Mr. Blair M'Clenacban, of
pound; more, for his appearance the next morning.

this city, in

two hundred

Your memorialist appeared accordingly, and was required to anfwer interwhich he positively refund ; and thereupon the court proceeded

rogatories,

to pafs fentence on him, to Suffer one month's imprifonment, pay a fine of
to the commonwealth, and the coSts of profecution, as by
the
fentence of faid court, marked No. 4, will more fully appear.

ten pounds

That the Honorable Thomas M'Kean, Efquire, William Auguftus Atke,
Jacob Rujl), Efquire, and George Bryan, Efquire, were upon the
bench when the afdrefaid fentence was paffed ; but George Bryan, Efquire,
Efquire,

did not concur with the court, as he was abfent in the courfe of the argument the preceding day, when the faid Thomas M'Kean, William Augujlus
Atlee and Jacob Ri/Jh, Efquires, formed their determination on the fubject.
That your memorialist was imprifoned, and fuffered his imprifonment
;

and upon the thirteenth day of Augujl laft the Honorable the Supreme Executive Council remitted his fine, as appears by their order hereunto annexed,

marked No.

5.

Finding his fine remitted, and that the coSts were difcharged by a friend,
your memorialist immediately demanded his liberty of the Gaoler: Being
confined on the fifteenth of July for a month, and a month in law only confifting of twenty-eight days, his time of imprifonment expired the twelfth
But Captain Reynolds, the Gaoler, declined granting the reday of Augujl.
quest till he had confulted the Chief Juftice ; after which he replied to your
memorialist; that the Chief JuStice forbid him to enlarge your memorialist
the fifteenth of Augujl, as the record

was wrong ; and fuch were the indetermination of the bench.
Shortly after the Chief JuStice
followed Captain Reynolds up to the gaol, and with his own hand delivered
him a letter, of which the following is a true copy, and which is marked
No. 6. in the appendage of testimony.

till

tentions and

—

SIR,
WITH

refpect to the time of the imprifonment of Mr. Ofwald, it was
intended to be for one kalendar month, that is, until the fifteenth of Augujl,
and fo expreffed when judgment was given ; but as it is not fo fully expreffed
in the entry on record, and the fine has been remitted by Council, I am of
opinion you will be excufable in difcharging him immediately, and for my
own part have no objection to it.
/ am,

SIR,
Tour

Philadelphia, Augujl

i

Z th,

Joseph Cowperthwait,

obedient humble fervant,

THOMAS M'KEAN.

1788.

Efquire, Sheriff, or the

Keeper of the gaol of Philadelphia county,

G

3

Although
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Although your memorialift doth not wifh to excite any particular iegiflative.
attention in regard of the unwarrantable and arbitrary directions of the Chief

him of

moment

longer than the record fpeciNor is he difpofed to difcufs the truth or falfity of the record itfelf in
fied
yet he humbly conceives it is unprecedented in modern law,
other refpects
confequence at all times in a free government, to allow
dangerous
very
and of
Juftice,

to deprive

his liberty a

:

—

a Judge to deviate from or impute errors in the records of a public officer,
in whom the law places the moft unlimited confidence, and to whofe minutes
the wreateft refpect is due, inafmuch as our liberties, properties, and our lives,

depend on the fuppofed verity and

of fuch records.
Your memorialift afpires to confiderations of a higher nature, touching
the meafures which the Supreme Court adopted with him, in immuring him
in prifon, without even the lliadow of a trial, for an imaginary offence, not
committed in view of the court, but at a diftance, before any procefs was
and when they
ever returned to the court by any known officer of the law
fothis
your
memorialift
the
caufe
On
fubject
of
pofleffion
were not in
judges
lemnly appeals to your honorable body, who are the great conftitutional
of the grievances of the people, and have ample powers affigned to impeach
every officer, and prefent him to the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council for trial and punifhment.
In making this addrefs, your memorialift relies with the moft pleafing conConfidering you as the chief guardians
fidence upon your juftice and candor.
privileges
and bound to profecute and correct
and {importers of our laws and
the minifters of juftice in every ftation, who are found chargeable with malyour
adminiftration of the laws, and abufing the powers delegated to them
commonwealth
the
of
you
inqueft
as
the
national
applies
to
memorialift now
for redrefs ; and calls upon you to declare, under the oaths you have taken,
whether the Juftices of the Supreme Court in the commitment of your memorialift (as above fet forth in the ftatement of facts) have not exercifed extraordinary and illegal powers, fubverfive of the conftitution of the ftate, and
dangerous to the perfonal liberty and fafety of every inhabitant of the counliability

—

—

—

—

—

—

try.

apprehended the freemen of Pennfylvania are governed by known laws,
and not by the arbitrary will and determination of Judges, introducing fummary, Star-Chamber proceedings, for -no other purpofe, apparently, than to
Nor is there any
demolifli juries and blaft our deareft rights and privileges.
pretenfion to a power of interpreting and expounding the law, that can juftiFor
fy or exempt Judges when they prelume to violate and trample upon it
the judicial power, it has been well obeferved,* " is founded on law, and
" Judges have no power to derogate therefrom, nor to do wrong." Few men
at nrft difcover the danger of even trivial changes in fundamentals; and thofe
who are bent upon effecting them ufually act with fo much artfulnefs, that
they frequently execute the moft execrable plans under fair and fpecious preEvery attempt, therefore, of changing the law and ufage of the
tences.
country, every defign to deviate from and break our conftitution, ought
moft carefully to be obferved and timely checked and oppofed. Nor is it
only the intereft of the people that fuch fundamentals fhould be duly guarded, for whofe benefit and happinefs alone they were at firft fo carefully laid,
but of the commonwealth, and its rulers alfo, for whofe fake thofe pretend
It is

:

to

* See Lord SomersV EJfay, page 69.

.

[

^°7

]

to adl, who would willingly facrihce every veStige of freedom at the polluted
fhrine of defpotifm
The legifktive, executive and judicial officers of this commonwealth are
!

of a folemn oath to maintain our conttitution, and to
indirectly prejudicial or injurious * thereto.— The
alfo under Similar obligations not to fwerve from the
And it is not to be forgotten, that in the early periods
laws of that country.
of the Englijh hiStory puniihments have run high and been very fevere againSt
fuch Judges as Suffered the courfe ofjuStice to be perverted, or the rights and
liberties of the people to be invaded.
Lord Somers, in his celebrated eifay
"
juSt alluded to (page 69, 24) tells us,
the Judges in fuch cafes forfeited
" their bodies, lands and goods, as in cafes of treafon." Judge Thorpe,
therefore, in Edward the Third's time, was hanged
In Richard the Second's
time, eleven of the Judges were condemned to death; and 'although two
were executed, all the others were for ever baniShed, as unworthy to enjoy the
benefit of that law which they had fo perfidioufly and bafely betrayed, and as
" So
examples to future Judges, and for ever to make their ears to tingle.
*' (continues
this judicious writer) it belongeth to our Parliament, as being
the
one
of
great ends as well as reafons for which they ought to be fref*
" quently called and affembled, to enquire into and punifh the crimes and
*' oppreffions of Judges and executive officers, as the great inqueSt of
the
'* kingdom
And the neglect of this, in not making fo frequent and fignal
" examples of parliamentary juStice among the ministerial difpenfers of our
" laws, as our ancestors ufed to do, hath been the encouragement and caufe
" of fo many ufurpations and invafions of the laws, immunities, rights and
** privileges of the nation."
By our constitution, every perfon has a right to the freedom of fpeech, and
of writing and publishing his Sentiments; and the freedom of the pfefs is
Your memorialist, therefore, held himSelf
exprefly fecured to every man.
juftifiable in publiihing the addrefs alluded to, which fpeaks for itfelf
and,
your memorialiit. humbly conceives, conveys no manner of contempt to the
court, not only as the court could not be legally poSTeffed of the caufe till
the return day of the writ, but becaufe the publication did not touch on the
merits of the caufe commenced in court, nor obstruct the courfe of the court
in any refpect in accepting the Sheriff's return, or in taking your memorialist's appearance, or proceeding in the ufual way ; nor had the faid publication
any improper tendency to influence a jury, as the caufe could not be tried the

under the religious

ties

do nothing directly or
Judges of England are

:

—

—

term to which it was returnable. The constituent, defcriptive properof a contempt do not, as your memorialist is well informed, by any
means, form the features of the aforefaid addrefs.
It is laid down in an Eifay -f- upon Warrants, &c. in high estimation, fuppoSed to be written by Lord Camden, " Libels, or defamatory expreffions out
«' of court upon what hath palled in court, are no let or hindrance to the pro" cefs of the court, or to national juStice ; they do not break a Spring, clog the
" wheels, or Stop the vibrations of the juridical machine; and therefore do
" not neceSfarily require instantaneous remedy. Nothing but abfolute necef*' fity can warrant commitment before trial by a jury, the right of every man
" by magna charta. Actual breach of the peace, and actual contempt of law
firSt

ties

" proceedings,
* See Conjlitutlon,
Page 192.
-J-

feft.
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proceedings, vindicate upon that "principle fuch reftraint.
fences do, and leaft of all thofe committed by writers."

*'

"

other of-

your memorialift had committed a contempt, by conftruction of
the Tudo-es, it is no more than a criminal offence in the eye of the law, for
which he hath a right to a trial by a jury of his country exprelly by our constitution, and is not under the power of attachment to be at the mercy and
wild discretion of the court, fubject to pain of perpetual imprifonment, to
anfwer upon oath to interrogatories tending to make him accufe himfelf.
" That in all profecutions for criminal offences, a man hath a right to

But

if

" be heard by himfelf and his counfel, to demand the
" of his accufation, to be confronted with the witneffes,
" dence in his favor, and a fpeedy public trial, by an

caufe and nature
to

call

for evi-

impartial jury of

the country, without the unanimous confent of which jury he cannot
be found guilty : nor can he be compelled to give evidence againft himnor can any inan be juftly deprived of his liberty, except by the
felf

**

"

"

:

" laws of

the land, or the judgment of his peers."

Ninth fe&ion

Bill

of

Rights.

view to criminate a freeone way would convict
them
anfwering
man is very evident; for, unlefs the
him, the anfwering them the other way could not clear him the affirmation
muft do one in the fame proportion that the negative does the other. Thus
out of the mouth of every culprit arifes proof for his own condemnation,
which is contrary to the fundamentals of law and natural juftice, which proIndeed this mode of profecution
tect every man from impeaching himfelf.
old, which was abolifhed for its
of
Star-Chamber
odious
originated from the
oppreffive practices, and feems a perfect alien to the genius of our own constitution, which is our greateft bulwark and fafeguard.
But this is not the place for argument or difcuffion, or your memorialift
would proceed to make fome comments on the cafe of Bingley, whom the
court of England deprived of his liberty for a fuppofed conftructive contempt,
without allowing him a trial by. jury, for refufing to anfwer interrogatories.
It is not the buiinefs of your memorialift to ftep into the field of inveftigaThis is referved for his fuperiors in wifdom and reprefentation ; to whom
tion
he now cheerfully refigns the confideration of his grievances, which involves
us in a circle of important confequences, of which every fucceffive one feems
Upon the event of your legiflative deliberations it may
to be the greateft.
depend Whether the conftitution of this ftate doth not fecure the citizens in
the poffeffion of perfonal liberty, and not fubject them for conftructive offences to be attached at the will and pleafure of a court; nor compel them to
accufe themfelves, under interrogatories, without the intervention of witneffes
and a jury. It will new, it is to be hoped, be decided Whether the Judges

That fuch

interrogatories have an unqueffionable

:

—

—

—

did not infringe the conftitution in direct terms, in the fentence paffed upon
your memorialift; and whether, of courfe, they have made themfelves proper
objects of impeachment ; fo that the judgment impofed upon your memorialift

may

be reverfed for its injuftice and illegality, and be for ever expunged and
difregarded as a precedent in Pennfylvama.

EL
•

Philadelphia,

E A Z E R

OSWALD.

September^ 1788.
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NUMBER
To THE

WHEN

violent attacks are

ESTIMGNT.

I.

PUBLIC.

made upon

a perfon under pretext of private
on the occaiion, not perhaps to redrefs the fuppoied injury, but to feed and gratify partifaning and temporifing
refentments, it is not unwarantabie in fuch perfon to represent the real ftatement of his cafe, and appeal to the world for their fentiments and counteThe difinterefted and impartial part of mankind are concerned in
nance.
thefe addreffes and appeals ; and it is hoped that they will always pay a becoming attention to the relations of truth and infulted innocence.
Indeed,
while we are at liberty thus to lay before the public our own particular grievances, (and this liberty I truft, at leaft while I live, will never be denied a
citizen of Pennfylva?iia) there is no fear but judicious, intelligent and difpaffionate characters will readily diftinguifh for themfelves, and feparate thofe
meafures which are fuggefted by party, or the patrons and tools of party, from
meafures merely private and perfonal in themfelves, and which are commenced by one individual againft another for the pure purpofes of undiffemjuftice,

and legal

fteps

are taken

bled juftice.

Upon

thefe considerations, principally, T

on the public patience, and muft

am now emboldened

to trefpafs

the indulgence of, my friends and
cuftomers, while I prefent to their notice an account of the fteps lately exercifed with me; from which it will appear that my Situation as a printer, and
the rights of the prefs and of freemen, are fundamentally ftruck at; and an
earneft endeavour is on the carpet to involve me in difficulties, to pleafe the
malicious difpotitions of old and permanent enemies.
On Thurjday evening laft, the Sheriff's Bailiff waited on me with a Capiat
folicit

Andrew Brown, conductor of a young ladies academy in
upon which one thou/and pounds bail was demanded for my appearThis a&ion, it is
ance at the next Supreme Court the fecond day of July.
afferted, is brought to try " the truth or falfity" of certain charges contained
in publications in my paper, which Mr. Brown has applied to himfelf, and is
pleafed to deem libellous and defamatory.

in cafe, at the fuit of
Ihird-Jlreet,

It is very true, that in the difcufiion of the momentous queftion relative to
the adoption of the Fcederal Government, many pieces have appeared in all
the papers on the continent, and in the courfe of thefe publications fome of
the pieces, as is ufual in political fquabbles, and in times of high political ferment, have not been altogether purged from a proportion of invedive and
Mr. Brown having made himfelf confpicuous in thofe fquabbles, naabufe.

provoked the indignation of fome writers in my paper. He could not
preferve his temper and moderation in the conflict, and defirous of avenging
himfelf of me, as the printer, he applies to Mr. Lewis, laftApri/, to fue me,
unlefs I would confent to furrender the authors of the pieces of which he
Mr. Brown then managed a paper himfelf, and a fcederal paper
complained.
from one printer upon another, difhonor himfelf and
pretty demand
too
betray the fecrets of the prefs.
3
I beg
turally

—

!

H

—

[
I

beg leave

to lay before
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you Mr. Lewis's

letter to

me—
21 ft April, 1788.

SIR,
Mr.

BROWN

wifhes that the public fhould be afcertained
charges which have appeared againft him
feveral
the
falfity of
and knowing of no mode by which this can take place in
manner as by a trial at law, between him and the author or

of the truth or
in your paper,
fo fatisfa&ory a

printer, he has
you
this informagive
-I
applied to
the
author
or aution, in order that you may, if you think proper, give up
If this is not done, it muft be
thors of the faid charges, or of any of them
determined in a legal manner, whether there is, or is not, any difference between the liberty and licentioufnefs of the prefs.

me

to bring an action for this purpofe

—

S I R,

J am,

Tour

"-;'«
Mr. Oswald.
On

mqft obedient fervant,

W.

the receipt of this letter, I requefted

my

L E

W

I

s.

friend Colonel Proffer to wait

on Mr. Lewis, with the following anfwer:
Wednefday Morning, 2 %d April, 1788.

SIR,
DID

not receive your note of the 21ft till laft evening, refpecling Mr.
Brown's application to you— But before I can decidedly give you an a lwer, I
could with the feveral charges to which you allude fliould be particularifed to
me. I fhall then have no objection to comply with your expectations in fuch
I

mode

as fhall

be deemed moft advifeable.

I am,

SI

R,

Tour humble fervant,
E.

'•-

Mr. Lewis.

My

wifhes were granted by

O

W

A L

D.

Mr. Lewis.
April

SIR,
THE

S

my

24^/6,

1788.

of the 21ft inftant are contained
in your paper of the 27th of December, 1786, under the fignature of " Fait
' or Blunt" In that of the 26th of January laft, under the fignature of
" Peep" In that of the 31ft of January laft, under the fignature of "
foe
" to fribbling dunces and pfeudo patriots" In that of the 14th of March laft,
under the fignature of " No Tiffany," together with the note next following
and in that of the 22d of March laft, under
the laft mentioned publication
M
the fignature of
Obadiah Forceps."
publications alluded to in

—

letter

—

A

—

—

I am,

SIR,

Tour humble fervant,
r.i
Cot.

ru
Oswald.

Wm.

LEWIS.
t

1

I

then made this conclufive reply.
Saturday,

April 26,

1788.

SIR,
reviewed the publications mentioned in your letter to me of the
24th inftant, and I do not think myfelf bound to fatisfy your wifties in rcfignas a printer I have
ing up the names of the author or authors of thofe pieces
however, I have no objection to
a better regard for the freedom of the prefs
offer in his own acquital;
may
whatever
Mr.
Brown
paper
publifh in my
"
the truth or falfity of the feveral charges," which he has
and I dare to fay
taken to hirnfelf in this line, can be difcufled with more propriety than in a
But you, Sir, are now at liberty to advife him, and take
legal procedure
I

HAVE

—

:

—

fuch meafures as you pleafe.

j am

^

j-

g

Tour humble Jervant,

OSWALD.

E.

Mr. Lewis.
Mr. Lewis

afterwards addrefies Colonel Proffer with his determination.

May

Dear

ijl,

1788.

Sir,

THINK

I gave you reafon to expect that I would inform you of Mr.
with refpect to Colonel Ofwald before any other fteps
determination
Brown's
{liould be taken, and I now inform you that his determination is to commence
an action without lofs of time.
Tour mojl obedient humble Jervant,
I

.

Wm.

LEWIS.

Procter.

Colonel

But until the news had arrived laft Thurfday that the ninth ftate had acceded to the new fceaeral government, I was not called upon ; and Mr. Page
Had
in the afternoon of that day vifited me in due form of law with a writ.
"
without lofs of time," agreeably to
Mr. Brown puriued me in this line,
his Lawyer's letter, I fliould not have fuppofed it extraordinary— But to arreft
me the moment the fcederal intelligence came to hand, indicated that the
commencement of this iuit was not fo much the chiid of his own fancy, as
it has been probably dictated to and urged on him by others, whofe fentiments upon the new constitution have not in every refpect coincided with
mine. In fact, it was my idea, in the firft progrefs of the bufinefs, that
Mr. Brown was merely the hand-maid of fome of my enemies among the
and in this clafs I muft rank his great patron, Doctor Rujh
fcederalifts
I think Mr. Brown's
(whofe brother is a Judge of the Supreme Court.)
conduct has fince confirmed the idea beyond a doubt.
Enemies I have had in the legal profeflion, and it may perhaps add to the
hopes of malignity, that this action is inftituted in the Supreme Court of
However, if former prejudices fhould be found to operate
Pennfylvania.
againft me on the bench, it is with a jury of my country, properly elected
and impannelled, a jury of freemen and independent citizens, I muft reft the
;

fuit.

!

[

2,12,

]

have efcaped the jaws of perfecution throngh this channel on certain
memorable occafions, and I hope I fhall never be a fufferer, let the blafl of
faclion blow with all its furies
Vhatever riveted prejudice and ill-nature have alledged refpecting my
Confcious of my uprightfentiments in foederal topics, I totally difregard.
printer,
I feel contented in my mind.
Living likeness and impartiality as a
wife under a free and happy government, and entitled to the full privileges of
every other citizen, I have an equal, nay, an indubitable right to think and
fpeak, and write, if I chufe, on public occurrences. Nor does any thing affect
me more deeply, than that I fear the liberty of the prefs is invaded and endangered in confequence of the fuit which is inftituted againft me.
Was every printer to be brought before the higheft court of original jurifdicfor pieces
tion in the commonwealth, and under bail of one thovfand pounds
which he printed on public affairs, what man would write for the prefs, or
what citizen would venture to tell and warn his fellow-citizens of any approaching danger to their rights and liberties, when he reduces the printer to
this predicament, either to fuffer himfelf, or difclofe the author ? Bendes, upon the ground that I am held refponfible for being the printer, every perfon
in the bufinsfs I follow, here and in other places, is equally accountable for
Where would thefe adions terminate ?
libelling.
The dodtrine of libels being a doctrine incompatible with law and liberty,
and at once deftrudtive of the privileges of a free country in the communication of our thoughts, has not hitherto gained any footing in Pennsylvania
and the vile meafures formerly taken to lay me by the heels on this fubjedt
only brought down obloquy upon the conductors themfelves. I may well flippofe the fame love of liberty yet pervades my fellow-citizens, and that they
will not allow the freedom of the prefs to be violated upon any refined prefuit.

I

—

—

:

which oppreffive ingenuity or courtly ftudy can invent.
Viewing the profecution commenced againft me with thefe fentiments,

tence,

fhall cheerfully refign its fate

to the

regular courfe of juflice.

Upon

I

trial

of the caufe, the public will decide for themfelves, whether Mr. Brown's
motives have been laudable and dignified ; whether his conduct in declining an
acquital of his character in the paper and fuing me in the manner he did, was
decent and coniifrenr; and in a word, whether he is not actuated by fome of
my inverate foes and opponents to lend his name in their fervice, for the purpofe of harrafiing and injuring me.

ELEAZER OSWALD.
Number

II.

20tb June, 1788.
Cafe for libel in Supreme Court of Pennjylvania on fumAndreiv Brown \ mons to fhew caufe of bail, required of the defendant in
v.
< one thoufand pounds. Plaintiff fhews no caufe defendant
Eleazer Ofwald. J is therefore difcharged, and plaintiff appeals to the court,
s- and immediately gives notice to the defendant.
s-

—

GEORGE BRYAN.
'The above

is a true copy from the original.
Joseph Cowperthwait, Sheriff.

Number

C

2I 3

Number
Refpublica
v.

]
III.

"1

Y

^ n tn(

Supreme Court of Pennfylvania.

Eleazer Ofwald. J

At

Supreme Court hdd at Philadelphia, for the ftate of Pennjyhania, the
Anno Domini 1788, Mr. Lewis produced an affidavit of
Andrew Brown, plaintiff in a certain caufe depending in this court, wherein
the faid Eleazer Ofwald .s defendant, ftating divers papers and facts, which
papers were produced aid read, and thereupon, and upon "James Martin and
"Thomas Proffer, Efquir^ being fworn and examined, he moves that a rule
be granted 'that the faid lleazer Ofwald mew caufe why an attachment mould
not iffue againft him fir a contempt of this court, as ftated in the faid affi1

a

2th day of July,

davit.'

Thereupon

rule to

fbw

caufe on Monday, the 14th day of July inftant, at

nine o'clock in the foreioon.

From

the Records,

E D W. BURD,

Prof. Sup. Ct.

The above

is a true copy from the original by
Joseph Kimble, AJJiJl. Shff.

Number
Refpublica
v.

IV.

1
S-

In

the

Supreme Court of the

ftate

of Pennfylvania.

Eleazer Ofwald. J

Twelfth July, 17^8, Mr. Lewis produced to the court an affidavit of Andrew Brown, plaintif in a certain caufe depending in this court, wherein the
faid Eleazer Ojwald is defendant, ftating divers papers and facts, which papers
were produced and ;ead, and thereupon, and upon James Martin and Thomas
Proffer, Efquire, being fworn and examined, he moves that a rule be granted
that the faid Eleazer Ofwald fhew caufe why an attachment mould not iffuc
againft him for-a contempt of this court, as ftated in the faid affidavit; whereupon rule that the fad Eleazer Ofwald fhew caufe on Monday, the 14th day of
July inftant, accordingly.
Fourteenth day of July, 1788, Eleazer Ofwald appeared in open court,
agreeably to the rule of the 1 2th day of July inftant, and thereupon the faid
affidavit and papers were read to him, among which was a piece under the
fignature of Eleazer Ofwald, contained in a public news-paper of the firft day
of July inftant, ftiled the Independent Gazetteer, or the Chronicle of Freedom,

volume 7th, No. 796

the publication whereof, from the printing-office of
;
the faid Eleazer Ojwald, was proved to the court on the oath of James Mar~
tin; whereupon the faid Eleazer Ofwald was demanded by the court, whether
he would anfwer gratis interrogatories, to be exhibited to him, to exculpate
himielf from the contempt charged againft him as aforefaid, and proved upon
him by the faid affidavits and papers; who thereupon by his counfel, Mr. Ser-

might have time to confider of his anfwer thereto till
to-morrow, and that he might give bail for that purpofe, which prayer was
accordingly, granted him.

geant, prayed that he

I

3

•

And

*T4

[

]

Eleazer O/w/4 enter into a recognizance,
hfmfelf in two hundred pound's, and one good furetyin two hundred founds, or
two good fureties in one hundred pounds each, th|t the faid Eleazer Ofwald
per fori ally be and appear at a Supreme Court to ty held at Philadelphia, for
the faid (late, to-morrow morning, at ten o'clock, q anfwer in the premifes,

And

it is

That the

ordered,

faid

and not depart, &c.

\

Eleazer Oswald
Blair M'Clen^chan

tent in

£

tent in

f

200.
200.

On

condition that the faid Eleazer Ofwald perforally be and appear at a
Supreme Court, to be held at Philadelphia, to-morroWmorning, at ten o'clock,
to anfwer, zsc. and not to depart, &c.

Ten

A.

M.

15th July, 1788, perfonallr appeared Eleazer Ofwald in open court, and thereupon the faid Eleazer Ojwald was demanded,
whether he would voluntarily anfwer to interrogators, to be exhibited to
him, to exculpate himfelf from the charge of a coitempt, proved againfc
him as aforefaid, or enter into a recognizance for xhx purpofe, who refufed
whereupon it
the fame, declaring that he would not anfwer interrogatories
is confidered by the court here, that the faid Eleazer Ojuald, for the contempt
aforefaid, be committed to the common gaol of Philadelphia county for the
fpace of one month, pay a fine of ten pounds to the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, difcharge the cofts of profecution, and in tht mean time remain in
o'clock,

:

the Sheriff's cuflody.

From

the Records, p.

Geo. Davis, for

E D W, B U R

Number

COUNCIL,

In

On

D,

Prof. Sup.

Ct. Penh.

V.

Philadelphia, Augufti^,

1788.

motion,

Ordered,

That the

preme Court

fine

of ten pounds, which was adjudged by the lad: Sucommonwealth by Colonel Eleazer

to be paid to the ufe of the

Ofwald, be remitted.

Extratl from the Minutes,

James Trimble,

for

CHARLES BIDDLE,
Joseph Cowperthwait,
of

the City

JE/y

;

Secretary.

Sheriff

and County of Philadelphia.

SIR,

Number

VI.

With refpecl: to due time of the imprifonment of Mr. Ofwald, it was intended to be for one kalendar month, that is, until the fifteenth of Augujl,
and fo expreffed when judgment was given but as k is net fc fully ex preffed
;

in

:

*«3

[

]

on record, and the fine has been remitted b/ Council, I am of
opinion you will be excufable in dilcharging him immediately, and for my
own part have no objection to it.
in the entry

I am,

SI

R,

Tour- obedient humble fervant,

THOMAS

Philadelphia, Augujl i^th,

Joseph Cowperthwait,

M'K

E A N.

1788.
Efjuire, Sheriff, or the

Keeper of the Gaol of Philadelphia county.

The

above

is

a true Copy,

Joseph Cowperthwait,
Ordered

to lie

on the

Sheriff.

table.

A petition from Benjatnin Moore, an infolvent debtor, confined in the gaol
of the county of Dauphin, was read, praying to be releafed from his confinement.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from Frances Budden, widow and relict of fames Buddm, late
of the city of Philadelphia, deceafed, was read, fetting forth, that her late
hufband died. poiTefTed of divers real eftates within the faid city* and indebted to feveral perfons to a confiderable amount; that the perfcnal eftate of the
deceafed being infufricicnt to difcharge the faid debts, fhe applied to the
Juftices of the Orphans Court for faid city, &c. for an order to difpofe of
the faid real eftate, for the payment of the aforefaid debts, and providing for
the fupport of herfelf and children ; that the laid court conceived themfelves
not authcrifed by the laws for the better fettlement of inteftate's eftates to
grant the order aforefaid ; therefore praying this Houfe to pafs a law, authorifing her to difpofe of the faid real eilate, for the purpofes aforefaid; and
on motion, and by fpecial order, the lame was read the fecend time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Peters, Mr. Robinfon,
Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Lollar, to report thereon.
A petition from Agnes Downey was read, fetting fcrth, that her late hufband, Captain fohn Downey, was killed by the Britijh in the year 1778, and
ftating the dirtreffed fituation of herfelf and helplefs family ; and praying this
Houfe to grant her relief.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from 92 inhabitants of the county of Northumberland, refiding
within the fourth election diuridr. of the faid county, was read, praying for
a divifion of the faid diitricT:, for the purpefe of holding their general elections.

A

Ordered

to lie

on the

petition

from

a

ware was

table.

number of the

Pilots plying in the bay

and

river

Dela-

read, remonftrating againft the bill publifhed for consideration, en-

" An Act to ejlablijh a Board of Wardens for the port of Philadelphia,
" and for other purpofes therein mentioned," and praying they may be heard by

tituled

committee thereof; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time
their counfel, either at the bar of this Houfe, or before a

Whereupon,
Refohed,

2i6

[

]

.

Refohed, That this Houfe will on Thurfday next refolve itfelf into a committee of the whole, to hear counfel on the lubjedt of the faid memorial.
The petition of Rufus Lawrence and Noah Murray, read yefterday, was read
the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Kremer, Mr. Irwin and Mr. Schott,
to report thereon.
The committee appointed yefterday to inform Council, that the Houfe being met are ready to receive any bufinefs they may have to lay before them,
reported that they had performed that fervice, and received for anfwer, that
Council were preparing bufinefs, which they expected to lay before the Houfe

to-morrow morning.
Adjourned until half

paft nine o'clock

to-morrow, A.

Saturday , September 6, 1788.

M.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
Meffage from -the Prefident and the Supreme Executive Council was
prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.

A

A MESSAGE
.

President and the Supreme Executive
Council to the General Assembly.
from

the

GENTLEMEN,

TH

daring infult offered to the laws of the ftate, during the recefs of
your Honorable Houfe, by the ini'urgents of Wyoming, in carrying off
the perfon of Timothy Pickering, Efquire, Prothonotary of the county, called
for the immediate interpofition of government, more efpecially as there was.
no knowing to what further lengths their outrages might be carried, unlefs
fpeedily checked.
For this purpoie we iffued proclamations, offering rewards

E

—

whofe names were known, and made apNew-Jerfey and New- York to co-operate in
our meafures, and received the moft friendly affurances of their fupport. We
alio obtained permiffion from the Honorable Congrefs, that the troops of the
Union, then on their march to the weftward, mould proceed (if found necefThefe acfive meafures, fupported by the friends of gofary) to Wyoming
vernment within the county, have been attended with fuccefs Col. Pickering
was releafed, a number of the rioters have been taken into cuftody, and appaSundry papers relating to the above tranfrent peace reftored to the county.

for apprehending thofe offenders,
plication to the governments of

:

aclions are enclofed in

No.

I.

In order to carry into effect your refolution of the 27th day of March laft,
refpecting the feventeen enumerated townfhips, we appointed Colonel Stephen
Bolliot and Major William Armjlrong commiflioners, to afcertain the quantity

of land contained in the faid townfhips.
leave to refer you.
In compliance with your refjlution of the 29th day of February laft, we
have nr-gociated, by means uf our Delegates in Congrefs, with the
ited

and quality of the particular

To

their report,

marked No.

tracts

2,

we beg

U

trad of country, which, on actual furvey, may appear to be their
property on Lake Erie, adjeining the northern boundary of this flate.
The
report, with the documents on which the fame is founded, are contained in
the bundle No. 3.
States, fur the

The

2I 7

[
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]

the terms of lands in the

new

purchafe, and freeino- the
furplus of the donation lands from the appropriations by which they are
bound, are matters in our opinion worthy the attention of the Houfe ; by
thefe means not only an old fund

would be rendered productive, but

a

new

one will be opened.
Impofitions are pra&ifed by perfons felling adulterated plate.
erected for the purpofe of affaying and ftamping

all

An

office

plate offered for fale

would

tend to prevent fraud, and give fecurity to the purchafer of that article.
The dilabled pensioners have lately been paid out of the unappropriated
funds of the ftate.
It appears that thefe funds are infufficient to difcharge the
demands made on them, and if the penlions are continued to be paid, fome
other provision is neceffary.

The magazine

for ftoring of

gun-powder

in this city

is

not only improper-

ly fituated, with refpect to the town, but too fmall.to contain the quantities

now

imported and manufactured

a revifal and alteration of the

flecting gun-powder,

in the

neighbourhood.

We

therefore think

law paffed the 28th day of March, 17S7,

re-

now

highly neceffary.
The depreciation of our paper money calls for the attention of the legiflature.
wifh for a conference with a committee of your Honorable Houfe
on this important fubject.
have called upon the refpective county lieutenants for returns of perfons fubject to the performance of militia duties, and of thofe who have actually attended on mufter-days, agreeably to your refolution of the 29th day
of March lail thefe returns fhall be laid before the General Affembly as foon
as they come to hand.
alio herewith communicate a refolution of Congrefs, dated July nth,
1788, reflecting pensioners An extract of a letter from General Harmer,
Copies of the ratification of the foederal constitution
dated June 30th, 1788
by the flates of Virginia, South-Carolina and New-Tork, with the amendments propofed by Virginia and New-Tork Alfo a letter from the President
of the Convention of North-Carolina, inclosing the proceedings of the faid
is

We

We

;

We

—

—

—

—

A letter from 'Thomas Paine, Efquire, dated at Paris, May 4th,
inclosing
the opinion of the Academy of Sciences at Paris, on the prin1788,
ciples and conltruction of the model for a bridge over the Schuylkill
A letter
from General St. Clair of July 24th, and a refolution of Congrefs of Aagujl
Convention

—

12th, 1788, relative to the holding in readinefs the militia on the frontiers, to
act in conjunction with the fcederal troops in defending the weftern country
Two letters from Charles Thomfon, Efquire, Secreagainst. Indian hostilities
tary of Congrefs, dated the 20th and 25th days of Auguft, 1788, the one
inclosing a copy of the journal of Congrefs, from the commencement of the

—

fcederal year to the 20th of Auguft, 1788, and the other incloiing a requisition of the United States in Congrefs affembled, for the year 1788; and a

memorial from Captain John Arm/lrong.
B.

FRANKLIN.

Council-Chamber,
Philadelphia, September 6th, 1788.

And

the feveral papers therewith tranfmitted were alfo read

; and on motion,
meffage and papers were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Peters, Mr. Robinfon, Mr.
Findley and Mr. M'Lene, to arrange the fubject matters, and report thereon.

and by

fpecial order, the faid

K

3

A

oeti-

[

A

petition

James

]

"John Fitcb was read, remonftrating againft the petition of
read September 4th inftant, and praying no act may be paffed

from

Rumfey,

diverting

«8

him of

the

fteam-boats within

excluiive

right of constructing,

making and vending

this ftate.

Ordered to lie on the table.
petition from Henry Voight, of the city of Philadelphia, was read, fetting
forth that he hath invented and conftructed a pipe boiler for generating of
fleam, and praying an act may be paffed, granting unto him, his heirs and affigns, the excluiive right of making and vending the fame within this commonwealth.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from the members of the religious fociety of German Roman Catholics of the church called the Holy Trinity, in the city of Philadelphia, was
read, praying to be incorporated.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Adjourned until three o'clock on Monday next, P. M.

A

Monday, September

8,

1788.

P.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the Northern Liberties of the
city of Philadelphia was read, flating divers inconveniencies they labour under
by the licentious conduct of perfons uiing fire-arms within their inclofures,
or in the public high-way within the vicinity of the faid city, and praying
this Houfe to take the premifes into confederation.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from a number of the freemen of the third eleclion diftrict in
the county of Northumberland was read, praying they may be allowed to hold
their general elections at the houfe of Andrew Bilmeyer, in the townfhip of
Buffalce.

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

A petition from divers inhabitants of the townfhips of Penns and Beaver, in
the county of Northumberland was read, praying the faid townfhips may be
erected into a diftrict, for the purpofe of holding their general elections.
Ordered

on the table.
from John Franklin,

to lie

late of the county of Luzerne, and now
confined on a charge of treafon in the gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia, was read, praying to be liberated on bail, or otherwise, as to the
Houfe may feem expedient.

A* petition

Ordered to

The

lie

petition of

on the table.
James Rumfey, read September 4th, was read the fecond

time.

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Chapman, Mr. Willing,
Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Findley, Mr. Lollar and Mr. Rittenhouje, to report thereon.
The petitions of 'John Fitch and Henry Voight, read September 6th, were
read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to the
thereon.

laft

named committee,

to report

The

'

[

«9

]

The committee

appointed September 6th, to arrange and report on the
from Council, made report, which was read and on motion, and
Whereupon
by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time
That
Mr.
Lowrey,
Mr.
Findley
and Mr. Irwine, be a committee
Ordered,
on that part of the mefTage and papers relative to the purchafe of lands on
Lake Erie.
Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Piper and Mr. Mac/ay, be a committee on

:meffage

;

:

that part of the mefTage v/hich relates to reducing the price of the public
lands, and freeing the furplus of the donation lands from its appropriation.

Ordered,

That Mr. Evans, Mr. Findley and Mr.

Ordered,

That fuch

Rittenhoufe, be a committee on that part of the mefTage relative to an allay of plate.
Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr ." Lewis, Mr. Peters, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr.
Evans, Mr. Lowrey, Mr. Kreemer, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Findley, Mr. McDowell,
Mr. M'Lene, Mr. Lollar and Mr. Scbott, be a committee on that part of the
mefTage and papers reflecting the disturbances at Wyoming.

part of the mefTage as relates to penfions, and the act
ith June laft, be referred to the committee on ways and

of Congrefs of the i
means, to report thereon.

That the

members be a committee on that part of the mefgun-powder magazine.
fage which
Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Peters, Mr. Logan, Mr. Kennedy, Mr.
Piper, Mr. Findley and Mr. M'Le?ie, be a committee to confer with the Supreme Executive Council on the fubjecl of the paper currency, and report
Ordered,

city

refpects the

thereon.

Ordered,

That Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Findley, be a comletters from General St. Clair and Colonel Harmer, and the

mittee on the

Congrefs refpecting the weftern country, and to report thereon.
That the requisitions of Congrefs for the year 1788 be referred
on ways and means, to report thereon.
committee
to the
Ordered, That the petition of Captain John Armftrong be referred to Mr,
Peters, Mr. M'Calmont and Mr. Kreemer, to report thereon.
Ordered, That the letter from the Secretary of Congrefs of the 20th Auguji,
with the journals of Congrefs, and the letter from Mr. Paine, lie on the
ad: of

Ordered,

table.

Ordered, That the feveral letters from South-Carolina, Virginia, New-York
and North-Carolina, be entered on the minutes of this Houfe, as follows, viz.

(CIRCULAR.)
Charlejlon,

SIR,

•

24th May, 1788.

HAVE

the honor of informing your Excellency, that the Convenof the people of South-Carolina this day ratified the Conftitution propofed for the Government of the United States, by the Foederal

I

tion

With due
Tour

confideration

and

refpefl,

I remain,

Excellency's moft obedient humble Jervant,

THOMAS PINCKNEY.
His Excellency the President
of Pennfylvania.

Ayes 149

— Nays 73.

Virginia,

220

[

]
Virginia,

SIR,

June i%th, 1788.

BY

direction of a Convention of this State, I have the honor of transmitting to your Excellency copies of their ratification of the Constitution propofed for the Government of the United States, and of amendments which they wifh to take place therein.

With fentiments of great

refpebl,

SIR,

I am,

Tour

Excellency's mojl obedient fervant,

EDMD. PENDLETON,
His Excellency

Prefident.

/^President

of Pennfylvania.

In

Convention,

SIR,

at Poughkeepfie, State of

New -York,

July 26th, 1788.

(CIRCULAR.)

WE,

the members of the Convention of this ftate, have deliberately and
maturely confidered the Constitution propofed for the United States.
Several articles in it appear fo exceptionable to a majority of us, that nothing
but the Sulleft confidence of obtaining a reviiion of them by a General
Convention, and an invincible reluctance to Separating from our filler dates,
could have prevailed upon a fufficient number to ratify it, without ftipulating
all unite in opinion, that fuch a revifion will
for previous amendments.
be necefTary to recommend it to the approbation and Support of a numerous
obferve that amendments have been propofed
body of our conftituents.
Several
of the dates, as well as by this ; and we
and are anxioufly deSired by
think it of great importance that effectual meafures be immediately taken for
for we are concalling a Convention, to meet at a period not far remote
difcontents
and
which
thoSe
articles
occaSion
the
apprehenfions
vinced that
cannot be removed or allayed, unleSs an act to provide Sor it be. among the
As it is eflential that an apfirst that (hall be paiTed by the New Congrefs.
plication for the purpofe Should be made to them by two thirds oS the States,
we earnestly exhort and request the legiflature of your commonwealth to
are perSuaded that a iimitake the earliest opportunity of making it.
and we ardently
lar one will be made by our legiflature, at their next Seflion
other
flates
may concur in adopting and promoting
with and deSire, that the
It cannot be necefTary to obServe that no government, however
the meaSure.
constructed, can operate well, unlcls it pofTefles the confidence and good will
of the great body of the people; and as we defire nothing more than that the
amendments propofed by this or other flates be Submitted to the consideration
and decifion oS a General Convention, we flatter ourSelves that motives oS mutual affection and conciliation will conSpire with the obvious dictates of found
policy, to induce even Such of the flates as may be content with every article
in the Constitution to gratify the reafonable delires of that numerous clafs of
American citizens, who are anxious to obtain amendments of Some of them.
Our amendments will manifest that none of them originated in local views,
as they are fuch as, if acceded to, mult equally affect every Slate in the union.

We

We

;

—

We

;

Our

2-
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to our fitter ftates, and the confidence we repofe in them, cannot be more forcibly demonftrated, than by acceding to a government which
many of us think very imperfect, and devolving the power of determining
whether that government fhall be rendered perpetual in its prefent form, or
altered agreeable to our wilhes, on a minority of the ftates with whom we

Our attachment

unite.

We

requeft the favor of your Excellency to lay this letter before the leyour commonwealth; and we are periuaded that your regard for

giflature of

our national harmony and good government will induce you to promote a
meafure, which we are unanimous in thinking very conducive to thofe in°

"

We

*

have the honor

Tour

By

to be,

with the higheji

Excellency's moji obedient fervants.

the unanimous order of the Convention,

GEO. CLINTON,
His Excellency the
•

re/pecJ,

Prejident.

Governor

of Pennfylvania.

Eden ton, 12th Augujl, 1788.

SIR,

BY

order of the Convention of the people of North-Carolina, aflembled
on the adoption of the Conftitution propofed for the Government of the United States of America, I fend you the inclofed extract
from the journal of their proceedings.
to deliberate

/ have

the honor to be, with great confideration

and

refpefl,

SIR,
Tour

Excellency's mojt obedient Jervant,

SAM.

JOHNSTON,

Prefdent.

His Excellency the President
of the fate of Pennfylvania.

Adjourned

until half pad: nine o'clock

to-morrow, A.

Tiie/day, September o,

M.

A. M.

1788.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
letter from the Honorable the Vice-Prefident of the Supreme Executive
Council was prefented to the chair, and read, together with its enclcfures, as

A

follows, viz.

In

COUNCIL,

Philadelphia, September 8 th,

1788.

SIR,

BY

direction of the board I do myfelf the

honor

to tranfmit you, for the

confideration of the General Afiembly, an act of

Congrefs pafTed the
4th inftant, by which the United States relinquifh and transfer to the ftate of
Pennfylvania all their right, title and claim, to the government and jurifdic-

L

3

tion

m

[
tion of the tract of land on

Lake

Erie,

]

which the

State

has agreed to parchafe

of the United States.
By accounts from Pitt/burg, a pacific difpcfition is manifested on the part of
the Indians, and there is now reafon to expect a large meeting of the northern
and weitern tribes at Mvjkingum, to hold a treaty with the continental comThis favorable opportunity ought not, in the opinion of Council,
miflioners.
to be miffed ; for although the quantity of land in the triangle purchafed
from the Board of Treafury cannot be ascertained with precision before the
neceffarv lines are run, agreeably to the act of Congrefs of the 6th day of
June laft, yet, as a great part of the expence attending treaties with Indians
is incurred by collecting and furnishing them with provisions, charges which
Council therefore earnedly recommend the
in this inltance may be avoided
part
of this State to attend the enfuing treaty,
on
the
commissioners
appointing
for purchasing from the Indians, who may appear to have juSt claims to the
fame, the whole of the triangle aforefaid, as nearly as the bounds of the fame
may be afcertained by the belt information which can be now obtained.

—

/ have

the honor to be,

With great
Your

refpecJ,

mojl obedient

P.

and very humble fervant,

MUHLENBERG.

.

Honorable Thomas Mifflin, Efquire,
Speaker of the General AJJembly.

By

the

United States

in

Congress

ajfembled,

June

6th,

1788.

ON

the report of a committee, confiSting of Mr. Clark, Mr. Irvine, Mr.
Armflrong, Mr. Wadfworth and Mr. Brown, to whom was referred a
motion of Mr. Irvine,
Refohed, That the Geographer of the United States be, and he is hereby
directed to afcertain by himfelf, or by a deputy duly appointed for the purpofe,
the boundary line between the United States and the States of New-York and
Mafachufetts, agreeably to the deeds of ceffion of the Said States.
That the Said Geographer inform the Executives of the States of NewYork and Majfachufetts of the time of running the faid line, in order that
they or either of them may, if they think proper, have perSbns attending at
'

.the

time.

That

the faid Geographer, or his deputy, having run the meridian between Lake Erie and the itate of Pennfylvania, and marked, and noted down
in his field book, proper land marks for perpetuating the fame, Shall proceed

of the land lying weSt of the faid line, between Lake Erie
of Pennfylvania, fo as to afcertain the quantity thereof, and
make return of fuch Survey to the Board of Treafury, who are hereby authorised
and empowered, at any time before or after fuch Survey, to fell the faid tract,
Id whole, at private Sale, for a price not lefs than three fourths of a dollar

to

make

and the

a furvey

State

per acre in fpecie, or public Securities drawing interest.

CHARLES THOMSON,

Secretary.

In

[
In

COUNCIL,

"3

]

Philadelphia,

-

June itfh, 1788.

COUNCIL

refumed the consideration of die letter from the delegates
of this ftate, and the a<ft of Congrefs inclofed therein, which were received on the twelfth inftant, refpecting a furvey to fix the boundary and
determine the quantity of land within the territory adjoining the no.thern
boundary of this ftate, belonging to the United States, and authorizing the
Board of Treafury of the United States to fell the faid land, in whole, at private fale, for a price not lefs than three fourths of a dollar per acre in fpecie,
or public fecurities drawing intereft.
kejohed, That the Prefident inform our delegates in Congrefs, that they
are authorifed and empowered by this board to negotiate and contracT: with
Congrefs, in behalf of this ftate, for the purchafe of the lands before defcribed at the rate of three quarters of a dollar per acre in fpecie, or public
fecurities.

bearing intereft.

Ext ra£i from

the minutes,

James Trimble, for

CHARLES BIDDLE,

.Secretary.

WE,

the delegates of the ftate of Pennfyhania, in compliance with inftrud ions, and in virtue of powers, received from the faid ftate, do
hereby offer to contracl: (in behalf of the faid ftate) with the Honorable Board
of Treafury, for a tra<5t of land belonging to the United States, contained in
the interval betwixt a meridian line run between Lake Erie and the ftate of
Pennfyhania, and the boundaries of the ftates of New-Tork and Maffachufetts,

the rate of three fourths of a dollar per acre, payable in gold or lilver, or
in public fecurities of the United States bearing intereft, when the quantity
is afcertained by actual furvey, in the manner prefcribed by a refolution of
Congrefs of the 7th of June, 1788.
at

(Signed)

New-Tork, July

7,

BINGHAM,
JAMES R. REID.
Wm.

1788.

("True Copy)

Samuel Osgood,
Arthur Lee.
Board of Treafury, Augufl 28, 1788.

GENTLEMEN,

THE

United States in Congrefs having, by their z&. of the 20th inftant,
determined that no refervations are in their judgment necefTary to be
made on account of the United States in a certain tradf. of land, contained in
the interval betwixt a meridian line run between Lake Erie and the ftate of
Pennfyhania, and the boundaries of the ftates of New-Tork and Majfachuwe beg leave to acquaint you that we accept your propofal for the purfetts

—

chafe
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chafe of the faid trad, in behalf of the ftate of Pennfylvania, as expreffed
in your letter of the 7th July, 1788.

We

have the honor

to be,

with great

refpefl,

GENTLEMEN,
Tour

obedient humble fervants,

SAMUEL OSGOOD,
ARTHUR LEE.
To

the Honorable

^-Delegates

of

the State of Pennfylvania.

By

United States

the

ON

in

Congress

ajfembled,

September \th, 1788.

committee, confifting of Mr. Dane, Mr. Sedgwick and
Mr. Madifon, to whom was referred a motion of the delegates of Penna report of a

fylvania.

appears that the Board of Treafury, in conformity to the ad
of Congrefs of the 6th of June laft, have entered into a contract with the
delegates of the ftate of Pennfylvania, in behalf of the faid ftate, for the

Whereas

it

of land, bounded eaft, agreeably to the ceffion of weftern territory, by
north and
the ftates of Majfachufetts and New-York ; fouth by Pennfylvania
weft by Lake Erie: And whereas the faid tract is entirely Separated from the
other lands of the weftern territory over which the jurifdidion of the United
And whereas, under thefe circumftances, it will be expedient
States extends
for the ftate of Pennfylvania to hold and exercife jurildidion over the tract
tract

;

:

aforefaid

:

Therefore,

do hereby relinquish and transfer all
their right, title and claim to the government and jurildidion of the faid
trad of land to the ftate of Pennfylvania for ever ; and it is hereby declared
and made known, that the laws and public ads of the faid ftate fhall extend
over every part of the fame trad, to all intents and purpofes, as if the fame
had been originally within the charter bounds of the faid ftate ; provided
that the inhabitants of the faid trad fhall be maintained in all the rights and
privileges which other citizens of the faid ftate of Pennfylvania are now or
Refolved,

may

That the United

States

hereafter be constitutionally entitled to enjoy.

CHARLES THOMSON,
A REPORT

THAT

Supreme Executive Council
Assembly of the State of Pennfylvania.
of the

Secretary.

to the

General

they have negociated with Congrefs for purchafing the trad of

land, contained in the interval betwixt a meridian line run between

Lake Erie and the

New-Tor k and

ftate

of Pennfylvania, and the boundaries of the

ftates

of

Majfachufetts, at the rate of three quarters of a dollar per acre,

payable in gold or iilver, or in public fecuritics of the United States bearing
intereft, when the quantity is alcertained by adual furvey, in the manner prefcribed by a refolution of Congrefs of the 6th of laft June, as more fully
appears by the accompanying inftrudions to our delegates in Congreis, of the
14th

f;

-Mi

3

—

14th day of June laft their propofals to the Board of Treafury of the 7th of
July and the laid Board's final acceptance of the terms on the 28th day of
Auguft laft.
An eftimate of other probable expenditures that may be incurred by the
purchafe is herewith presented, amounting to the fum of nine hundred and
fifty pounds.
To conclude the bufinefs with the United States, it now remains for the
General Affembly to make the requifite appropriation of public fecurities, and
to affign funds whence the other expences may be drawn.

—

178S, September.

An

ESTIMATE

the

Lake

of the expence that may probably attend the

Erie lands, if

it

Jlmdd

bufinefs

of

be directed to purchafe the claim of the Six

Nations of Indians.

SUPPOSED
one thoufand

price in various fuitable articles,
dollars,

amounting

-

Provifions of different kinds,

-

-

Charges of waggonage, boat hire, &c.
commiflioners,
hire
interpreters,
of
Pay of
runners, &c.
Prefents to the great men,
-

-

to

£.
375
100
150

250
75

s.

o
o
o
o
o

d.

o

o
o

o
o

£95°
And on

motion, and by fpecial order, the fame were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Peters, Mr. Lowrey, Mr. Findley,
Mr. Irwin and Mr. Rittenhoufe, with inftru&ions to confer with Council, and
report an eftimate of the expence which may be necefTarily incurred in attending the treaty alluded to in the faid letter.
A petition from divers inhabitants of the county of Huntingdon was read,
praying an aft may be pafled, appointing Commiflioners to run the line dividing the faid county from the counties of Bedford and Northumberland ; and on
motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Willing, Mr. Piper, Mr. Say lor, Mr.
Lollar and Mr. Davifon, to report thereon.
A petition from the commiflioners of the county of Huntingdon was read,
fetting forth, that by the act ere&ing the faid county the proportion of taxes
for the payment of the public debts has not been afcertained, and praying this
Houfe may, by a fupplemen't to the faid law, eftablifh and declare the fum to
be afTeffed and collected in and for the faid county; and on motion, and by
fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the laft named committee, to report thereon.
A petition from Robert Lejlie was read, referring to his petition read March
8th laft, and praying the fame may be taken into confideration ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Chapman, Mr. Allifon and Mr. Rittenhoufe,

A

to report thereon.

petition

read, fetting

from Sarah Caldwell, in behalf of herfelf and children, was
forth, that on the 18th day of January laft fhe loft certificates

M

3

of

[

"6

]

of this State, amounting io two thou/and five hundred and feventeen founds
twelve /hillings and Jeven-pence, the property of her faid children; and praying an acl: may be paSTed to enable the Treafurer to pay the intereft due on
the faid certificates, or the Comptroller-General to iffue new ones in lieu of
thofe which have been loft.

A

Ordered

to lie

petition

from

on the
a

table.

number of

the inhabitants of the townfhips of Potters

and Bald Eagle, in the county of Northumberland, was read, praying that the
bill, entituled " An Acl for ereSling part of the county of Cumberland into a

" feparate

county," may be palled into a law, the feat of juftice in and for the
county fixed at KifoicoquilHs Old-town, and faid townfhips anintended
faid

nexed thereto.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from Alexander Lewis was read, fetting forth, that he hath invented and constructed a water-engine for raifing of water 36 feet above its
level, and that he hath alfo constructed a boat of 25 tons burthen, which will
proceed up any ftream capable to float the fame with the affiftance of three
men only, and praying encouragement from the Houfe ; and on motion, and
by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Chapman, Mr. Willing,
Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Findley and Mr. hollar, to report thereon.
Petitions from about 700 inhabitants of the county of Weftmor eland were
read, praying that the bill, entituled " An Acl Jor ereSling parts of the
" counties of Weftmoreland and Washington into a feparate county," may be
fo amended, as not to extend further, up the Toughiogeny than Crawford's fleeping place, and from thence by a Straight line to the mouth of Plumb creek,
on the Allegheny river.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the townfhip of Wyoming,
and parts of the townfhips of Cattawefy and Mahoning, in the county of
Northumberland, was read, praying they may be erected into a feparate diftridt
for the purpofe of holding their general elections; and on motion, and by
fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Maclay, Mr. White and Mr. Davifon,
with instructions to report a bill, if they deem it neceffary.
The petitions of a number of the freemen of the third election diftricl
in the county of Northumberland, and of divers inhabitants of the townfhips
of Penns and Beaver, in the faid county, read yefterday, were read the fecond
-

time.
Ordered, That they be referred to the
bill, if they deem it neceSTary.

laft

named committee,

to report a

A petition from Andrew Kuntz was read, praying payment for a Servant enlifted' in the army of the United States, and taken prifoner at Fort
Wajlnngton; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed November icth
laft, on the petitions of Nicholas Krehl, and others.
A petition from Abraham Andcrfon, an infolvent debtor, confined in the
gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia, was read, praying to be releafed
from confinement ; and on motion and by fpecial order, the fame was read
the fecond time.
Ordered,

[
Ordered, That
report thereon.

A

it

be referred to

ai 7

]

Mr. Willt Mr. Lewis and Mr.

Salter,

to

from the committee of the public creditors was read, praying an
be paffed, making the bills of credit emitted by this ftate in the year
1785 receivable in the payment of all the taxes and affelfments within this
Hate, and of all fees to officers ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the
fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Peters, Mr. Logan, Mr.
act

petition

may

Kennedy, Mr. Piper, Mr. Findley and Mr. M'Lene, to report thereon.
The petition of Agnes Downey, read September 5 th, was read the fecond
time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Beale, Mr. Flenniken and Mr. Clark, to
report thereon.
The petition of the members of the religious fociety of German Roman
Catholics of the church called the Holy Trinity, in the city of Philadelphia,
read September 6th, was read the fecond time
Whereupon
Refohed, That the petitioners have leave to bring in a bill conformably to
the prayer of their petition.
The petition of Benjamin Moore, read September 5th, was read the fecond
time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Hub/ey, Mr. M'Dowell and Mr.
Clark, to report thereon.
The petition of "John Franklin, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Logan, Mr. Burkhalter and Mr. Schott,
with inflructions to confer with Council, and report thereon.
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of the county of Luzerne,
read September 4th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Peters, Mr.
Wynkoop, Mr. Evans, Mr. Lowrey, Mr. Kreemer, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Findley,
Mr. M'Dowell, Mr. M'Lene, Mr. Lcllar and Mr. Schott, to report thereon.
The petition of a number of the inhabitants refiding on and near the river
Conefogoe, in the county of Lancajler, read March 27th laft, was read the
Whereupon
fecond time
That
the petitioners have leave to bring in a bill conformably to
Refohed,
the prayer of their petition.
The committee appointed yefterday, on that part of the MelTage relative to
a gun-powder magazine, made report, which was read ; and on motion, and
by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the further confederation thereof be postponed.
The committee appointed yefterday, on the petition of 'John Armjlrong,
made report, which was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame
was read the fecond time Whereupon
Refohed, That the Supreme Executive Council be informed that the Houfe
deem it inexpedient at this time to comoly with the requeft of Captain John
Armfrong, contained in his petition to Council, and by them tranfmitted to
:

:

:

this

Houfe.
On motion,

Ordered, That the order of the day for the third reading of the bill, entitled " A Supplement to an acl, entituled " An Act to alter and amend an
" act, entituled " An Acl for granting and difpofing of the unappropriated
*'

lands within this fate," be poftponed.

The

-;

"8

[

]

The Houfe refumed

the confideration of the report on the petition of Philip
Dick and Catharine his wife, read March 8th laft; and in debating the following refolution, viz.
Rejblved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, authorifing the

Comptroller-General to

iflue a certificate to the laid petitioners for

/even pounds

Jive fhillings and four-pence, bearing intereft from the 9th day of July, 1779,
as an equivalent to one hundred and thirty-eight pounds, a forfeited debt, paid
to Ifaao

Snow den, Efquire, Treafurer, July

tificate.

On

1779, as appears by his cer-

gth,

—"

—

Will the Houfe adopt the fame?"
the
negative.
It was carried in
Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to the chair a
the queftion,

" An A51

to incorporate the

members

"

Catholics of the church celled the
which was read the firft time, and

Holy Trinity,

in

Ordered to lie on the table.
Adjourned until half paft nine o'clock to-morrow, A.

Wednefday

%

bill,

entituled

of German Roman
the city of Philadelphia,"

of the religious fociety

M.

A.

September 10, 1788.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
A letter from David Rittenhoufe, Efquire, State Treafurer, was read, ftating
-that there is now in the treafury the fum of twenty thoufand pounds in bills of
credit, pierced and ready to be burned, whenever this Houfe mail direct.

Ordered

on the table.
Lewis Prahl, of the

to lie

A petition from

Houfe to grant him
by him for the ufe of this
this

ber,

was read, praying
compenfation for the arms, &c. made
and taken by the enemy on the 28th Septemcity of Philadelphia,

a reafonable
ftate,

1777.

Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from the members of the Prefbyterian Congregation of Tredyffrin townlhip, in the county of Chejler, was read, praying to be incorporated
and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the petitioners have leave to bring in a bill conformably to
the prayer of their petition.
The petition of Sarah Caldwell, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Fitzjimons, Mr. Lewis and Mr. Find/ey,
to report thereon.
The report read March 20th laft, on the accounts of Gunning Bedford and

was read the fecond time Whereupon
Rejblved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, authorifing the
Supreme Executive Council to draw an order on the Treafurer of this ftate

others,

:

for the balance of their accounts.

Ordered,

That Mr-

Will,

Mr. Hubley, Mr.

Philips,

Mr. M'Lene and Mr.

Schott be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.

•

Agreeably to the order of the day, the bill, entituled " An At~l for allow
" ing a further time to dijlribute the donation lands promifed to the troops of this
" commonwealth," was read the third time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.

The
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till,

entituled

"

]

A Supplement to an ac7,

Wa/lnngton county into

entitukd "

An Act to divide
was read the third time.

-election diftricts,"

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be poftponed.

The

" An A5i

of an a£l of the Delaware Jiate, for the
fettlement of the accounts of the Wilmington lottery" was read the third
time.
Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be poftponed.
Adjourned until nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.
bill,

entituled

in aid

**

Thurfday^ September
The Houfe met

A

n,

1788.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from the Honorable the Vice-Prefident of the Supreme Executive
Council was prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.
letter

In

COUNCIL,

Philadelphia, September 10th,

1788.

SIR,
Have

the honor to enclofe you, by order of Council, for the consideration
of the General Aftembly, a petition from Jacob Gerhart, one of the Collectors in Montgomery county, whofe cafe, if truly ftated, claims the attention
of the legislature.
I have the honor to be, with great refpeSl,

I

SIR,
Tour

obedient

P.

and very humble fervant,

MUHLENBERG.

Honorable Thomas Mifflin, Efquire,
Speaker of the General AJfembly.

And

the inclofed petition

Ordered

A

to lie

was

alfo read,

and

on the table,

from John Cart was read, fetting forth, that the right to two
marked in the general plan of the city of Philadelphia No. 78 and
No. 79, is vefted in him by delcent; and that he made application to the
Supreme Executive Council for a confirmation thereof, but the act authorispetition

city lots,

ing Council to eftabliSh and confirm fuch claims having expired the day preceding his application, his petition was rejected ; therefore praying this Houfe
to grant him relief in the premifes.

Ordered to lie on the table.
petition from the contributors towards the founding and endowing a
public fchool for the town and county of Huntingdon was read, praying that
a proportionable part of the public lands referved for the endowment of public fchools may be appropriated by law for the county School now founding
in the town of Huntingdon, aforefaid.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The letter from David Rittenhoufe, Efquire, State Treafurer, read yefterWhereupon
day, was read the fecond time
Rejolved, That the committee of accounts be, and they are hereby authorised and directed to count, burn and deftroy twenty thoufand pounds of the

A

:

N

3

bills

[

*3°

]

of credit emitted by virtue of the ad, entituled " An Aft for farnifoing
" the quota of this ft ate towards paying the annual inter cjl of the debts of the
" United States, and for funding and paying the intereji of the public debts of
" this fate," by the laid Treafurer pierced for that purpofe, and report to
bills

Houfe.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the bill, entituled " An Aft to eflabli/h
" a Board of Wardens for the port of Philadelphia, and for other purpofes there" in mentioned," was read the third time.
Ordered, That the consideration thereof be poftponed.
The Houfe, in conformity to their refolation of the fixth inftant, refolved
itfelf into a committee of the whole, for the purpofe of hearing counfel in
behalf of the Pilots plying in the bay and river Delaware, on the fubjedt of
this

the faid

bill.

Mr. Speaker quitted the chair, and Mr. Wynkoop was placed therein.
After fome time fpent in hearing the faid counfel,
The Chairman quitted the chair, and the Speaker refumed it.
The Chairman then reported that the committee had heard the counfel in
Whereupon
behalf of the Pilots, on the fubjedt of the faid bill
The bill being again before the Houfe,
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled "
" Supplement to an aft, entituled " An Act for regulating the fifhery in the
" river Cone/logo, in the county of Lancafler," which was read the firft time,
and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
:

A

" Aft to ereft the townjhips of Penns and Beaver, in the county of Northum" berland, into a feparate diflrift, and alter the place of holding eleftions in the
" third diflrift in the faid county of Northumberland," which was read the firft
time, and

Ordered to lie on the table.
motion of Mr. Findley, feconded by Mr. Allifon,
Ordered, That Tuefday next be afligned for the third reading of the bill, entituled " An Aft for erefting parts of the counties of Weftmoreland and Walh" ington into a feparate county ," and that it be the order for that day.
Adjourned until half paft nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

On

Friday

',

The Houfe met

A

September 12, 1788.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Huntingdon
was read, praying Aughwick creek may be declared a public highway.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of Edward Stiles, read September 4th, was read the fecond
petition

time.

Ordered, That
report thereon.

it

be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. Salter and Mr. Findley, to

The letter from the Honorable the Vice-Prefident of the Supreme Executive
Council, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the fame, together with its inclofures, be referred to Mr.
Logan, Mr. Reiff and Mr. Lollar, to report thereon.

The

c
The

addrefs and

the fecond time.
Ordered, That

231

]

memorial of Eleazer Ofwald, read September 5th, was read

be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Evans, Mr. Hubley, Mr.
Mr. M'Dowell and Mr. M'Lene, for the purpofe of
order
and
of proceeding thereon.
reporting the form
The committee appointed September 8th, on that part of the mefTage from
Council relative to the purchaie of a tracl: of country on Lake Erie, made report, which was read j and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was

J. Heifer, Mr.

it

Irvine,

read the fecond time.

That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
refumed the confideration of the report on that part of the
Houfe
The
mefTage of Council relative to the gun-powder magazine, poftponed SeptemOrdered,

ber 9th, and in debating the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be requefted to confider of a
fpot fuitable for a gun-powder magazine, without the city of Philadelphia, and
at a fafe diftance

On

from it, and to negociate the purchafe.
" Will the Houfe adopt the /aid refolution ?" the Yeas and
by Mr. Fitzfimons and Mr. M'Lene, and were as follow, viz.

the queftion

Nays were

called

—

Y E A
.

—

S.

*3»
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The bill,, entituled " An AEl to incorporate the members of the
" fociety of German Roman Catholics of the church called the Holy
*'

in

the city of Philadelphia,"

religious

Trinity,

was read the fecond time, and debated by

.paragraphs.

That

Ordered,

it

be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed for public

con fi deration.

" An A5l to ereEl the town/hips of Penns and Beaver, in
Northumberland,
into a feparate dijlriEl, and alter the place of
the county of
'* holding elections in the third dijlriEl in the [aid county of Northumberland,"
was read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed for public

The

entituled

bill,

"

confideration.

The
**

"

entituled

bill,

fociety

in the city

" An AEl

to incorporate the

members of the

religious

Catholics belonging to the congregation of St. Mary's church,

of Roman

of Philadelphia," was read the third time, and debated by para-

graphs.

be engrofied, for the purpofe of being ena&ed into a law.
Adjourned until half paft nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

Ordered,

That

it

Saturday, September 13, 1788.
The Houfe met

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

A

return of the taxable property within the county of Franklin, for the
year 1788, was prefented to the chair, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
petition from John Clendinnen, an infolvent debtor, confined in the goal of

A

the city and county of Philadelphia, was read, praying to be releafed from his
confinement.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from divers inhabitants and landholders of the Northern Liberties of the city of Philadelphia was read, remonftrating againft the bill, entituled

" An AEl for

" Northern

Liberties of the
into a law.
palled
be
not

Ordered

to lie

Cohockiinck creek, in the
of Philadelphia," and praying the lame may

building a draw-bridge acrofs

on the

city

table.

petition from Elizabeth Kutz was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed September 6th, on that part of the meflage relative to an affay of plate, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed September 10th, on the petition of Sarah Caldwell, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The Houfe relumed the confideration of the report on that part of the meffage relative to the purchafe of a trail: of country on Lake Erie, and adopted

A

the fame, as follows, viz.

committee, to whom was referred the letter from the Vice-Prefident
Supreme
Executive Council, refpecling the purchafe of the triangular piece
and
of land, lying between the weitern line of New-York, the northern line of
Pennfylvania and part of Lake Erie, including the whole country within the

The

faid

[
laid boundaries,
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made by Council, through

the delegates of this ftate,
of the United States in Congrefs affembled, beg leave to report,
That they have deliberately confidered the faid letter and the papers accompanying the fame, and have thereupon conferred with Council on the fubject
matter thereof.
That your committee are of opinion that the purchafe made by Council is
advantageous to this commonwealth, and mould be confirmed by this Houfe.
That it will therefore be neceffary to provide adequate funds for complying
with the contract, and making the purchafe of the country from the Indians,
agreeably to the policy and juftice which have ever marked the conduct of
Pennfylvania in fuch cafes.
That as a treaty is now about to be held with the Indians at Mujkingum, it
will be proper and ceconomical to take advantage of this circumftance to make
overtures at leaft, and, if practicable, to compleat the purchafe of the faid
country from the favages.
The expence and delay of a particular treaty for
fo fmall an object will hereby be avoided.
That in order to afcertain, as nearly as might be, the quantity of land
which was the fubject of the contract, your committee requefted the attendance of Mr. Ellicot, an intelligent perfon, and well acquainted with that
But as the meridian line forming the weftern boundary of Newcountry.
York is not actually run, the quantity cannot with any degree of accuracy be
On an eftimate calculated on the fuppofed place of the faid meafcertained.
ridian in a point of the northern line of Pennfylvania, the moft favorable to
the pretentions of New-York, there appear to be about one million of acres
contained within the boundaries of this purchafe.
Wherefore your committee are of opinion that the following refolutions be recommended to the
consideration of the Houfe.
Refohed, That this Houfe accept, on the. part of this commonwealth, the
contract made with the Board of Treafury of the United States, by the Supreme Executive Council of this ftate, through the agency of the delegates
of this ftate in Congrefs, as mentioned in the propofals of the faid delegates,
dated the 7th day of July in the prefent year, referring to a refolution of
Congrefs of the 6th June in the fame year, being the refolution of Congrefs
intended to be recited in the faid contract, which propofals were accepted and
agreed to by the faid Board of Treafury on the 20th day of Augujl laft part,
•on the part of the United States ; the faid propofals and acceptance relating
to a triangular piece or tract of country, iituate, lying and being on Lake Erie ;
bounded on the eaft by a meridian line, part of the weftern boundary of the
ftate of New- York; on the fouth by part of the northern boundary of the
ftate of Pennfylvania, being a continuation of the line between this ftate and
that of New-York, from the weftern boundary of the faid ftate till it interfeds the faid hake Erie ; and thence by the faid lake, including Prefque Ifle,
and running north-eafterly, or as the margin of the faid lake runs, according
to the feveral courfes thereof (with all benefit, property and advantages of
the coafts, bays and inlets, on and near that part of the margin of the faid
lake whiqh is the boundary of the country herein defcribed or intended fo to
be) till it meets the faid meridian line before mentioned ; and the faid contrad and agreement is hereby confirmed, ratified and agreed to, by and on
the part of this ftate.
That it is hereby recommended to the fucceeding Houfe of Affembly of
this commonwealth, to provide certificates of debts due from the United
lately

O

3

States,

:

[
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pay and difcharge the confideration monies due agreeably to
the faid contract, at three fourths of a dollar per acre, according to the terms
of the faid contrail, fo foon as the fame land mall be furveyed, and the
quantity afcertained, in the manner prefcribed by the refolution of Congrefs
of the 6th of "June laft, and the faid before defcribed trad conveyed to this
States, fully to

commonwealth.
That the Supreme Executive Council
and fully empowered to take the neceffary

and they are hereby authorifed
fteps for purchafing of the Indians,
who have juft claims thereto, the faid tract of country, and for this purpofb
to appoint, when they may think it neceffary, two perfons as Commiffioners
to negociate and complete the faid purchafe.
Refolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be, and they are hereby
authorifed and empowered to draw on the Treafurer of this ftate for a fum
not exceeding nine hundred and fifty pounds, for the purpofe of making the
purchafe of the Indians of the faid tract, and bearing all expences of the
fame, agreeably to an eftimate by the faid Council communicated to this
Houfe.
That, as there is a preffing neceffity of immediately raifing the faid fum of
nine hundred and fifty pounds, the committee of ways and means be, and they
are hereby directed to report the beft and fpeedieft mode of procuring and
paying the faid fum to the order of the Supreme Executive Council.
A member, having obtained leave, read in his place, and prefented to the
chair, a bill, entituled " An ASl for fufpending for a limited time the fale of
" unfeated lands for non-payment of taxes," which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The following bills having been brought in engroffed, were feverally compared at the table, enadled into laws, and the Speaker directed to iign the
fame, viz.
An
for allowing a further time to dijlribute the donation lands promifed
to the troops of this commonwealth.
An
to incorporate the members of the religious fociety of Roman Catholics belonging to the congregation of St. Mary's church,
in the city of Philabe,

•

ACT
ACT

delphia.

The

"

An

Act to regulate auctions and vendues," was read
the third time, and debated by paragraphs.
A motion was then made to adjourn, which was carried in the affirmative
entituled

bill,

Whereupon
Adjourned

until half paft nine o'clock

Mondayi September
The Houfe met

A

petition

entituled

" firming
" claimed

"

on Monday next, A.

15,

1788.

M.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from John Van Campen was read, remonftrating againft the bill,
Act for quieting the dijlurbances at Wyoming, and for con-

An

Connecticut Claimants, the lands by them
within the county of Luzerne," and praying the fame may not be
palTed into a law ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the
fecond time.
to certain perfons, called

Ordered,

[
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Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed September 8 th, on
that part of the meffage relative to the difturbances at Wyoming.
Petitions from 1750 inhabitants of the county of Dauphin were read, fetting forth that George Fry, of Middle t own, in the faid county, hath at a cor.iiderable expence erected a mill and dug a race, about one mile and a half in
length, for the purpofe of conducting the waters of Swetara creek to the faid
mill, but finds it necefTary to erect a tumbling dam fufficient to fwell the
waters of the faid creek about three feet above its common level ; therefore

praying this Houfe to give him leave to bring in a bill for the aforefaid purpofe.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The motion by Mr. Lewis and Mr. Peters, poftponed March 28th lift, was
refumed, and after fome debtae,
Ordered, That the fame be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. Peters and Mr.
Findley, to report thereon.

The report on the petition of Sarah Caldwell, read September 13th, was read
the fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of Sarah Caldwell, report
That it appears, by a certificate figned by the Comptroller-General, that
there was ilTued from that office three certificates to Andrew Caldwell, for the
fums of /even hundred and thirty -four pounds twelve Jlrillings and fixand forty-nine pounds eleven Jhillings and two-pence, and five
hundred and eighty-fix pounds ten Jlrillings ; and to Sarah Caldwell eight certificates, for the following fums, twenty-one pounds fixteen Jlrillings and five-pence,
twenty-three pounds fifteen jhillings and nine-pence, jixty-fix pounds eighteen
jhillings and eleven-pence, forty-one pounds five Jhillings, thirty-eight pounds
fix Jlrillings and eight-pence, one hundred and fixty-five pounds two jhillings and
fix-pence, one hundred and Jeventy-one pounds twelve Jhillings and four-pence,
fourteen pounds one frilling and three-pence, makingyfo;? hundred and forty-two
pounds eighteen jlrillings and ten-pence.
And by an affidavit of the' faid Sarah Caldwell it appears, that all the above
certificates were the property of her the faid Sarah Caldwell and her five children, and were loft by her on the 1 8th day of January laft.
The committee were defirous of recommending a general law to provide for all cafes of a like nature, but, upon the fulleft confideration, were
induced to believe none could be devifed, that would not be liable to abufe.
refpecfive

pence, fix hundred

They are neverthelefs of opinion that the petitioner's cafe merits the interference of the legiflature, and therefore fubmit the following refolution:
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, authorifing the
Comptroller-General to certify to the State Treafurer the annual intereft due
certificates loft by Sarah Caldwell, and to authorife the State Treafurer to pay fuch intereft annually, on receiving fuch acknowledgment for the
payments fo to be made, as will prevent the ftate from being again liable

on the

therefor.

Ordered,

That Mr.

Fitzfimons,

Mr. Lewis and Mr.

mittee, to bring in a bill conformably

Findley,

be a com-

to the foregoing refolution.

On

motion of Mr.- Fitzfimons, feconded by Mr. Lewis,
That Wednefday next be affigned for the third reading of the bill,
entituled " An AEl to efiablijh a Board of Wardens for the port ^Philadelphia,
" and for other purpojes therein mentioned," and that it be the order for that
Ordered,

day.

On

[
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motion of Mr. Clymer, feconded by Mr. Rittenhoufe,
Ordered, That Thurfday next be affigned for the third reading of the bill,
entituled " An Aft to enable aliens to purchafe and hold real ejlatcs •within this
" commonwealth," and that it be the order for that day.
On motion of Mr. Findley, feconded by Mr. Lewis,
Ordered, That Friday next be affigned for the third reading of the bill,
Supplement to the a£l, entituled " An Act to enforce the due
entituled "
" collection and payment of taxes within this commonwealth," and that it

On

A

be the order for that day.

"

"

An

Aft for the better ascertaining and making good
was read the third time, and in part de-

The

bill,

lojfes

of public monies by robberies,"

entituled

bated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
The bill, entituled " An Aft to alter and amend fo much of the feveral im<** pojl laws
of this fate, as confine the allowing of drawbacks on goods exported
" to the original importers thereof and oblige the exporters to produce certifi" cates of the landing of fuch goods," was read the third time, and debated by
paragraphs.

be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.
Adjourned until half paft nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.
Ordered, That

it

Tuefday^ September 16, 1788.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
letter from the Comptroller-General was read, ilating many inconveniencies in the prefent mode of enforcing the fpeedy collection and payment of
taxes, and fuggefting the propriety of divers alterations in the fame.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed September 12th, on the addrefs and memorial of
Eleazer Ofwald, made report, which was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial
order, the fame was read the fecond time ; and'in debating the following re-

A

folution, viz.

"

That

of the nature of a Grand Incommittee of the
" whole, to enquire, by parole or other evidence, into the truth of the
" charges exhibited in the memorial of the faid Eleazer Ofwald againft the
" Judges of the Supreme Court, and to determine whether or not the charges
" are a fufficient ground for impeaching the faid Judges."
It was moved by Mr. Fitzfimons, feconded by Mr. Wynkoop,

"

Refolved,

as the

queft for the ftate, this

General Affembly

Houfe

is

will refolve itfelf into a

the faid refolution, by inferting, after the word " will," the
"
Tuefday
on
next."
words
Which was carried in the affirmative.
A motion was then made by Mr. M'-Lene, feconded by Mr. Piper,
To re-confider the faid amendment, in order to ftrike out the words " on
Tuefday next.'"
And on the queftion,
Will the Houfe agree to re-confider the faid amendment, for the aforefaid purpofe .^''—the Yeas and Nays were called by Mr.
M'Lene and Mr. Kennedy, and were as follow, viz.

To amend

—

'-'

YEAS.

YEAS.
1

David

2

Thomas Beak,

3 Thomas Kennedy,
4 John Piper,

Mitchell,

^

YEAS.

5
1

1

[
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YEAS.

YEAS.

7 James M'Calmont,

M'Dowell,
6 James M'Lene,

5 'John

8 Robert Clark.

NAYS.

NAYS.

27 Jofeph Sands,
28 Philip Kreemer,
29 Peter 'Jrexler, jun.
30 Thomas M.,nvhorter,
P^/er Burkhalter,
3

George Clymer,

Thomas Fitz/imons,
Jacob Hiltzheimer,
William Lewis,
William Robin/on, jun.
George Logan,

32 P^^r Ealer,

Richard Peters,
8 Gerardus Wynkoop,

33 jforo^ Saylor,
34 Samuel Mac lay,
35 j^$« White,

9 John Chapman,
10 Samuel Foulke,
1
Valentine Upp,
12 Robert Raljlon,
13 James Moore,
14 Richard Thomas,
Richard Willing,
1
1 6 Townfend Whelen,
17 Alexander Lowrey,
18 Adam Hubley,

36 William Findley,
37 James Parr,
38

43 y^« Gilchreejl,
44 Jacob Reiff,
45 Robert Lollar,
46 Benjamin Rittenhoufe,
47 P<?/Vr Richards,
48 jfrfc^ M//7,
49 y<9^« Carfon,
50 y^« Ptf«/ Schott,

y^w

Hopkins,
22 William Mitchell,
23 Jofeph Reed,

24 Jofeph

Lilley,

J^

51 iZwg^ Davifon.

;* Oliver,
25
26 Jofeph Heifer,

So

it

was carried

Irvine,

39 James AlliJ'on,
40 Alexander Wright,
41 ^"^ Flenniken,
42 Theophilus Philips,

19 James Clemfon,
20 Jacob Erb,
21

j^w

,

in the negative.

Whereupon the faid refolution, as amended, was adopted, as follows, <y/2f.
That this Houfe will, on Tuejday next, refolve itfelf into a committee of the
whole, to enquire, by parole or other evidence, ipto the truth of the charges
exhibited in the memorial of the faid E/eazer Ofwald ag'ainft the Judges of
the Supreme Court, and to determine whether or not the charges are a furfici-ent ground for impeaching the faid Judges.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the bill, entituled " An Ac~l for erecl" ing parts of the counties of Weftmoreland and Washington into a feparate
county,"

Ordered,

was read the third time.
That the further confideration thereof be poftponed

day next, and that it be the order for that day.
The Houfe refumed the confideration of the

bill,

entituled

until Satur-

"

An

Aft

in

" aid of an aB of the Delaware fate, for the fettlement of the accounts of the
" Wilmington lottery ;" and having debated the fame by paragraphs,
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
On motion of Mr. Maclay, feconded by Mr. Clymer,
Ordered, That Thurfday next be aliigned for the fecond reading of the bill,
entituled " An Ab~t for fufpending, for a limited time, the file of unfeated lands
" for non-payment of taxes," and that it be the order for that day.

P

1

The

*3«
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The
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AB for

" An

the relief cf the fuffering inhabitants of
Derry,
the county of Cumberland," was read
in
the townjhips of
the third time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.

entituled

bill,

"

Wayne and

until half part nine. o'clock

Adjourned

to-morrow, A.

Wednefday, September 17, 1788.

M.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.
affeffed on the inhabitants and taxable property of and
taxes
of
Tranfcripts
in the counties of Berks and Wefimoreland, for the year 1788, were prefented
to the chair, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
A letter from the delegates reprefenting this ftate, in the Congrefs of the

The Houfe met

United

States, directed to the Speaker,

ing,

as follows,

New-Tor k,

„

THIS

was read,

letter

will

viz.

i^th September, 1788.

be accompanied by an act of Congrefs of this mornwill have the honor of tranf-

which Mr. Secretary Ihomfon

mitting.

—

The public intereft and expectation excited by the fubject of it the time
and the temper in which it has been advocated by
.employed in its difcuffion
by
others,
make it not lefs neceffary, than refpectful,
oppofed
fome ftates and
that we mould ftate the facts under which we gave the affent of Pe?injylvania
Thefe are
to the decifion which has been taken
invariably
ftates,
who
with
us for giving a more
fome
contended
That
1 ft.
central refidence to the national government, withdrew themfelves from Congrefs while the difpute was depending; leaving the minority extremely fmall,
and without a hope of fucceeding, but fuch as grew out of the bare poffibilityof a change of fentiment, or relaxation of obftinacy in the majority.
And 2d. That others of the fame defcription, believing that the organization of the new government could not be longer fufpended, without rifquing
confequences more difagreeable than any that could refult from the mere circumftance of the place at which the government might be convened determined to yield the objections they had made, and acquiefce in the appointment of New-York.
Under thefe facts the delegates of Pennfyhania were left to choofe between
oppofing alone and unfuccefsfully, or fubmitting to the predetermined fenfe of
the union.
did not hefitate in choofing the latter, perfuaded that, of the
two alternatives, this was at once the moft dignified and wife.

—

:

—

We

We

are,

With

SIR,
the higheft refpeSl,

Tour mofl

obedient humble fervants,

Wm, IRVINE,

A

SAM. MEREDITH,
JOHN ARMSTRONG,
JAMES R. REIP.

jun.

Speaker

Honorable
of the
General AJfcmbly of Pennfylvania,

A

letter

-39
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Excellency the Prefident of the Supreme Executive Counwas prefented to the chair, and read, together with its inclofurcs, as fol-

cil

letter

from

his

lows, viz.

COUNCIL,

In

September xbth, 1788.

SIR,

TH

E

inclofed letter

from our delegates, together with a letter from
Efquire, inclofing an act of the United States in

Charles Thomfon,
Congrefs affembled, for putting into operation the conftitution now ratified
by the Conventions of eleven ftates, the Board direct me to tranfmit to you,
the confideration of the General AfTembly.

/ have

the honor to be,

With great

refpecl,

Tour moji
B.
Honorable

Thomas Mifflin,

obedient

ferv ant,

FRANKLIN.

Efquire.

A

letter directed to his Excellency the Prefident of the Supreme Executive
•Council, of a fimilar tenor with the foregoing letter directed to Mr. Speaker,

was

alfo tranfmitted,

and read.

(CIRC
Office c/SecrStary

«/

U L A

R)

Congress,

September iph, 1788.

SIR,
HAVE

the honor to tranfmit to your Excellency, herewith enclofed, an
of the United States in Congrefs affembled, for putting into operation
the conftitution now ratified by the Conventions of eleven ftates.

I

act

With great

refpecl,

Your Excellency

And

I have
s

the honor to be,

moji obedient

moji humble fervant,

CHARLES THOMSON.
His Excellency the

President

of Pennfylvania.

By

the

United States

in

Congress

affembled, September itfh,

1788.

WHEREAS

the Convention affembled in Philadelphia, purfuant to
the refolution of Congrefs of the 21ft February, 1787, did, on the

17th of September in the fame year, report to the United States in Congrefs
affembled a conftitution for the people of the United States ; whereupon
Congrefs, on the 28th of the fame September, did refolve unanimoufly,
•" That the faid report, with the refolutions and letter accompanying the
fame, be tranfmitted to the feveral Legiflatures, in order to be fubmitted to

Convention of delegates chofen in each ftate by the people thereof, in conformity to the refolves of the Convention made and provided in that cafe."

;a

And

24°

[

And

whereas the conftitution

3

by the Convention, and by ConLegiflatures, has been ratified in the manner

fo reported

grefs tranfmitted to the feveral

therein declared to be'fufficient for the eftablifhment of the fame, and fuch
ratifications, duly authenticated, have been received by Congrefs, and are filed

Therefore,
Kefohed, That the firft Wednesday in January next be the day for appointing electors in the feveral ftates, which before the faid day fhall have ratified
that the firft Wednefday in February next, be the day
the faid conftitution
for the eledors to affemble in their reipecfive ftates, and vote for a Prefident ; and that the firft Wednefday in March next be the time, and the prefent feat of Congrefs the place, for commencing proceedings under the faid
in the office of the Secretary

:

;

conftitution.

A

CHARLES THOMSON,

Secretary.

from Frances Ramie was read, fetting forth, that her late hufband, Lawrence "Ramie, purchafed and improved a tract of land at the upper end
of ,Nanticcke town, in the county of Luzerne, and was turned out of the
pofiefiion of the faid land in a lawlefs manner, and otherwife confiderably injured in his property, by a certain John Franklin and others, and praying this
petition

Houfe

to grant her relief in the premifes.

Ordered

on the table.
A petition from Margaret Jones, widow of Gibbs Jones, late a Captain in
the Pcnnjylvania artillery, was read, fetting forth, that her faid late hufband
acted as Deputy-barrack-mafter in the city of Philadelphia, for which no full
compenfation hath been made, and praying this Houfe to grant her relief;
and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed November ift laft,
on the petitions of Nicholas Krehl, and others.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the town (hip of Green•Wood, in the county of Cumberland, was read, remonftrating againft the bill,
entituled " An At~l for erecling part of the county of Cumberland into a feparate county f and praying they may not be included within the lines of the
new county propofed to be erected.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of Penn's valley, in the county of Northumberland, of a fimilar tenor with the foregoing petition of the
inhabitants of the townftiip of Greenwood, was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from divers inhabitants of the county of Bucks was read, praying that the quit-rents impofed on the proprietary tenths or manors may be
extinguished and aboliflied.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed September 8th, on the petition of Abraham Anderfon, made report, which was read j and on motion, and by fpecial order,
Whereupon
the fame was read the fecond time
Rcfohed, That Abraham Anderfon have leave to withdraw his petition.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe refumed the confideration of
the bill, entituled " An AH to ejtabliff} a Board of Wardens for the port of
" Philadelphia, and for other purpofes therein mentioned ;" and having in part
debated the fame by paragraphs,
to lie

:

:

Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.

The
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The following bills having been, brought in engroffed, were feverally compared at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to fign the
fame, viz.

ACT

An
rt incorporate the Prefbyterian church of Middle Octorara, in
Bart townjhip, in the county of Lancafter.
An A C T to aiter and amend fo much cf the feveral itnpofi laws of this
fate, as confines the allowing of drawbacks on goods exported to the original importers thereof, and obliges the exporter to produce certificates of the landing of
Juch goods.

Adjourned

until half part: nine o'clock

Tharfday
The Houfe met

A

,

to-morrow, A.

September 18, 1788.

M.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from the Honorable the Vice-Prefident of the Supreme Executive
Council was prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.
letter

COUNCIL,

In

Philadelphia, September iSth,

1788.

SIR,

BY

direction of Council I do myfelf the honor to tranfmit you, for
the confideration of the General AfTembly, a memorial from Meffieurs
Tumbull, Marmie and company, merchants, of this city two letters, the
one from Charles Thorn/on, Efquire, Secretary of Congrefs, inclofing a ftate
of the reprefentation in Congrefs for the months of Jufie, July and Augujl,
1788, and the other from the Honorable Samuel Johnfi'on, Efquire, Prefident

—

of the Convention of the ftate of North- Carolina, inclofing two refolutions
of the faid Convention ; together with a letter from his Excellency Arthur
St. Clair, Efquire, Governor of the weftern territory, dated the firft inftant,
r
,

hich

is

juft

come

to

hand.

/ have

the honor to be,

With great

refpeSl,

Tour mofi

obedient

P.

The Honorable

Thomas Mifflin,

and very humble fervant,

MUHLENBERG.

Efquire,

Speaker cf the General Afjembly.

And

the feveral papers therewith tranfmitted were alfo read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

A

remonftrance from a number of the inhabitants of Upper Bald-Eagle and
end of Penn's valley, in the county of Northftating
read,
that
they were inadvertently induced to fign a pewas
umberland,
tition to be included within the boundaries of the new county propofed to be
erected by the bill, entituled " An A£i for ereSling part of the county of Cumberland into a feparate county," and praying they may be continued as part
if the faid county of Northumberland.
Ordered to lie on the table.

Potter's townfhips, in the weft

Q^

3

Petitions

-

[

2,4*

]

Petitions from 732 'inhabitants cf the townfhips of Milford, Lack, Fermanagh and Greenwood, wer. read, remonftrating againfr the bill, entituled
** An A51 for creeling part of the county of Cumberland into a Jeparate coun-

"

and praying the lame may not be paffed into a law.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from divers inhabitants of the Northern-Liberties of the city of
Philadelphia was read, fetting forth, that their endeavours in the encouragement and improvement of the Callowhill market are fruftrated, by butchers
and others hawking meat, &c. for iale within the faid Liberties, and praying
this Houfe to take the premifes into confideration; and on motion, and by
fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
ty,"

Ordered, That
report thereon.

A

it

be referred to the

members from

Philadelphia county, to

from Abraham Morrow was read, fetting forth, that he was
arms of the militia of the county of Philadelhe
not been paid, and praying this houfe to direct
hath
which
for
phia, and
payment thereof and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read
petition

employed

in repairing the

;

the fecond time.

committee appointed November ift laft,
on the petitions of Nicholas Krehl, and others.
A petition from John Spand, an infolvent debtor, confined in the gaol of
the city and county of Philadelphia, was read, praying to be releafed from
his confinement ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read
Ordered,

That

it

be referred

to the

the fecond time.
Ordered, That
report thereon.

A

it

be referred to Mr. Will, Mr. Salter and Mr. Kreemer, to

tranfeript of the accounts

for the preceding year

of the managers of the Pennfyhania Hofpital
to the chair, and

was prefented

on the table.
The letter of his Excellency the Prefident, and the ad of Congrefs for
putting into operation the conftitution now ratified by eleven ftates, read
yefterday, were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Peters, Mr. Wynkoop,
Mr. Findley and Mr. M'Lene, with inftru&ions to report the principles of a
bill, if they think proper
Agreeably to the order of the day, the bill, entituled " An A£l to enable
" aliens to pur chafe and hold real ejiates within this commonwealth ," was read

Ordered to

lie

the third time.
Ordered, That the confideration thereof be poftponed until JVednefday next,
and that it be the order for that day.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the bill, entituled " An Ac~l for fuf-

"
"

pending, for a limited time, the fale of unfeatcd lands for non-payment of
taxes," was read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered,

That

it

be tranferibed, and in the mean time printed for public

confideration.

the confideration of the bill, entituled " An Act to
a Board of Wardens for the port of Philadelphia, and for other pur
" pofes therein mentioned;" and having further debated the fame by paragraphs,
Ordered, That the confideration thereof be poftponed.

The Houfe refumed

**

ejlablijh

Adjourned

until half paft nine o'clock

to-morrow, A.

M.
Friday,

H3

[

3

Friday\ September 19, 1788.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
Petitions from Robert R. Hunter and John Pincaut, infolvent debtors, confined in the gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia, were feverally read,
praying to be releafed from their confinement i and on motion, and by fpecial
order, the fame were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to
report thereon.

A

Mr.

Will,

Mr.

Salter and

Mr. Kremeer,

to

from Elizabeth Parker was read, fetting forth, that (he was appointed matron to the General Hofpital on the 3d May, iJJJ, and continued
in that fervice until September ift, 1779, and praying fhe may be allowed the
depreciation due on her pay ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame
was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed November I ft laft,
on the petitions of Nicholas Krehl, and others.
A petition from Levi Doan and Abraham Doan, prifoners under fentence of
death, by virtue of certain proceedings to out-lawry had againft them, was
petition

praying the interpofition of the legiflature, in order to reftore them to
the ineftimable privilege of trial by jury ; and on motion, and by fpecial order,
the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Fitzfimons, Mr. Chapman and Mr.
Findley, to make report thereon.
Petitions from 1573 inhabitants of the counties of Wejlmoreland and Wafoington were read, praying the bill, entituled " An A51 for ereSling parts of
read,

"

the counties of Weftmoreland
be pafied into a law.

and Washington

into

a feparate county,"

may

Ordered to lie on the table.
letter from the Honorable the Vice-Prefident of the Supreme Executive
Council was prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.

A

In

COUNCIL,

Philadelphia, September igth,

1788.

SIR,

TH

E

memorial of David Linton, of the county of Lancajler, is enThe merits of
clofed for the confideration of the General Aflembly.
this adtive citizen in apprehending a daring villain, in the opinion of Council,
claim the attention and ibme reward from your honorable Houfe.

/ have

the honor to be,

With great
Tour

refpeSl,

obedient

P.

and very humble fervant,

MUHLENBERG.

Honorable Thomas Mifflin, Efquire,
Speaker of the General AJ/embly.

And on

motion, and by fpecial order, the faid letter and memorial were read

the fecond time.

Ordered,

That they be

referred to

Mr. Lowrey, Mr. Kreemer and Mr. Car-

Jon, to report thereon.

The

H4

C

]

The letter from the Honorable the Vice-Prefident, dated September i 8th,
was read the fecond time: Whereupon
Ordered, That the memorial of Turnbull, Marmie and Company, be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Fitzfimons and Mr. Findley, to report thereon.
Ordered, That the letter from his Excellency Arthur St. Clair, Efquire,
Governor of the weftern territory, together with the feveral papers on the
fame fubjcct, be referred to Mr. Peters, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Willing, Mr.
Bubley, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Piper, Mr. Irvine, M*r. Findley and Mr. M'Calmont, with instructions to confer with Council, if they deem it neceffary, and
report thereon.

The committee

of accounts made report,

which was read

as

follows,

viz.

The committee of

accounts beg leave to report, that they have received
from David Rittenhoufe, Efquire, State Treafurer, the fum of twenty thoufand
pounds in bills of credit of this commonwealth, emitted by act of General
A ffembly palled March 16th, 1785, viz.
1

1

0000
0000
4800
400

bills

of twenty fallings each,

ditto of fifteen fallings each,

-

All of which abovefaid
fbroyed, according to law.

bills

10000
75 00
2400
100

o
°
o
o

o
°
o
o

JT

20000

o

o

-

ditto of ten fallings each,
ditto of Jive fallings each,

£
-

-

-

we have examined,

-

counted, burnt and de-

A

Supplement to
Agreeably to the order of the day, the bill, entituled "
"
and
payment of
An Act to enforce the due. collection
the acl, entituled
taxes within this commonwealth," was read the third time, and in part debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" Act jor the payment of an additional fum of money to Gunning Bedford, and
tf
others, for their fervices in creeling a triumphal arch in the city oj Phila" delphia," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

"
"

The bill, entituled " An Ab~l to compenfate the fervices of Lieutenant -Colonel
" Francis Mentges, in in/peeling the militia of the fate, and the public arms
" and flares" was read the third time; and in debating the following paragraph, viz.

" Be it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the reprefenta" tives of the freemen of the commonwealth of Pennfylvania, in General
" AfTembly met, and by the authority of the fame, that the Supreme Execu-

" tive Council be authorifed, and they are hereby authorifed and directed to
" draw their warrant on the State Treafurer, in favor of Lieutenant-Colonel
" Francis Mentges, for the fum of o?ie hundred pounds, as a full compenfation
c<

for the fervices rendered as aforefaid."

On

3
5

,

1

[

On
were

MS

J

fame ?"— the Yeas and Nays
by Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Lewis, and were as follow, viz.

the queftion— " Will the Houfe adopt the
called

YEAS.
George Clymer,

1

2 Thomas Fitzfimons,
3 Jacob Hiltzheimer
4 William Lewis,
5 William Robin/on, jun.
6 "John Salter,

7 Richard Peters,
8 Gerardus Wynkoop,
9 y^« Chapman,
io Robert Raljlon,
1 1 James Moore,
1 2 Richard Thomas,
Samuel Evans,
1
14 Richard Willing,
Town/end Whelen,
1
16 Alexander Lowrey,
17 ytow Hubley,
'

18 William Mitchell,

N A Y

S.

YEAS.
19 David M'Clellan,
20 Jofeph Lilley,
2
Jofeph Heifer,
22 Philip Kreemer,
2 3 J°feph $ afids,
24 P^/Vr Trexler, jun.

25
26
27
28

Thomas Mawhorter,
P^/Vr Burkhalter,
P^zVr Paler,
Jacob Say lor,

29 jfa&a Irvine,
3° Theophilus Philips,
3 1 Robert Lollar,
3 2 Benjamin Rittenhou/e,
33 Peter Richards,

34 y<?/6« Carfon,
35 John Paul Schott,
36 i?«g,6 Davifon.

^6

t

]

That the fame, together with the

faid petition, be referred to the
means,
report
thereon.
and
to
committee on ways
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe refumed the confideration of
the bill, entituled " An Acl for erecting certain parts of the counties of Weft" moreland and Washington into a feparate county," and having debated the
fame in part by paragraphs,
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed until Monday
next, and that it be the order for that day.
The bill, entituled " An ASi to fufpend, for fix months, the powers of the
" commifioners of the federal counties oj this fate to make file of wfeated lands
" for non-payment of taxes," was read the third time, and debated by para-

Ordered,

graphs.
Ordered, That

be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.
" An ASi to compenfate the fervices of Lieut enant-Colo" nel Francis Mentges, in infpecling the militia of the fate and the public arms
and fores," having been brought in engroffed, was compared at the table,
enacted into a law, and the Speaker directed to fign the fame.

The

bill,

it

entituled

"

Adjourned

until three o'clock

Monday

',

on Monday next, P.

M.

September 22, 1788.

P..

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
Honorable the Vice-Prefident of the Supreme Executive
the
letter from
Council was prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.

A

COUNCIL,
SIR,
In

TH

Philadelphia, September 22,

1788.

E

enclofed letter from Charles Thomfon, Efquire, together with an
of the United States in Congrefs affembled, paffed the fixteenth
inftant, the board direct me to tranfmit to you, for the confideration of
the General Affembly.
act

I have

the honor to be,

With great
Tour

rejpecl,

mojl obedient

P.

and very humble fervant,

MUHLENBERG.

Honorable Thomas Mifflin, Efquire,
Speaker of the General Affembly.

And on

motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the faid letter, with its enclofures, be referred to Mr.
Lewis, Mr. Peters and Mr. M'Lene, to report a bill, if they deem it neceffary.
•

Petitions

.

from David

Griffith

and jofeph R. Robinfon infolvent debtors,
were read, feve-

.confined in the gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia,

rally

X
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from their confinement; and on motion, and by
fame were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Will, Mr. Baiter and Mr. Kreemer,

jally praying to be releafed
fpecial order, the

to report thereon.
petition from

200 inhabitants of the city of Philadelphia was read, prayA
ing that the fentence of death on out-lawry againft Levi Doan and Abraham
Doa?i may be reverfed, and they admitted to the benefit of a trial by jury.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A memorial from Eleazer Ofwald, of the city of Philadelphia, printer,
was read, praying fummonfes may iffue to compel the attendance of witneffes
on his part, in fupport of the charges contained in his memorial, read September 5th, againft three of the Judges of the Supreme Court; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time: Whereupon
Refolved, That the Speaker be authorifed to iffue fubpoenas, for the attendance of the witneffes named in a lift prefented with the faid memorial.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Wafhington
was read, praying the bill, entituled " An Ac~l for erecting certain parts of

"
be

the counties of Weftmoreland
paffed into a law.

Ordered

and Wafhington

into

a feparate county,"

may

on the table.
appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
** A£l
for the relief of Sarah Caldwell," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed September 19th, on the petition of Levi Doan
and Abraham Doan, reported a bill, entituled " An A£l to reverfe the out" lawries of Levi Doan and Abraham Doan, prifoners in the gaol of Philadel" phia county, under fentence of death, upon the faid out- lawries," which was
read the firft time, and
to lie

The committee

Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to the order of the daj\ the Houfe refumed the confideration
of the bill, entituled " An Acl for ereBing certain parts of the counties of
" Weftmoreland and Wafhington into a feparate county ;" and having fully
debated the fame by paragraphs,
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.
The bill, entituled " An Acl to fufpend, for fx months, the powers of the
** Commifioners
of the feveral counties of this fate to make fale of unfeated lands
" for non-payment of taxes," having been brought in engroffed, was compared
at the table, enacted into a law, and the Speaker directed to fign the fame.
On motion,
Ordered, That one hundred and fifty copies of the aforefaid acl: be printed,
and tranfmitted to the Commiffioners of the refpedtive counties, for their government.
Adjourned until nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

Tuefday^ September 23,

1788.

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
The petition of John Clendenen, read September

A. M.

13th, was read the fecond

time.
Ordered,

That

it

be referred to Mr. Will, Mr. Salter and Mr. Kreemer, to

report thereon.

The

H»

[
The committee

]

appointed September 19th, on the petition of

made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed September 18th, on the

letter

David

Linton,

from the Honorable

the Vice-Prelident, with its enclosures, relative to the organization of the
constitution adopted for the government of the United States, reported a bill,
entituled

An

*'

Act

directing the times, places

" for reprefentatives of this fate
" States, and of appointing electors

and manner of holding

elections

the feederal government of the United
the
on
part of this fate for the choice of a

in

Prefdent of the United States, agreeably to the fcederal confitntion," which
was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to enquire into the truth of the charges exhibited in
the memorial of Eleazer Cfwald againft the Judges of the Supreme Court.
•Mr. Speaker having quitted the chair, Mr. Peters was placed therein.
After fome time ipent in hearing the witneffes, the Chairman quitted the
chair, and Mr. Speaker relumed it.
The Chairman then reported, that the committee had made fome progrefs
in the enquiry, but not having compleated the fame, requefted leave to fit
41

again in the afternoon
Which was accordingly granted.
:

The

bill,

entituled

" Abraham Doan,

"

An

Act

to reverfe the

out-lawries of Levi

Doan and

the goal of Philadelphia, under fentence of

prifoners in
death, upon the faid out-latvries," was read the fecond time.
And in debating the following paragraph, viz.

" Be

"
"
"
"
"
"
"
«'

«•
*'*

"
"
"
"
"
"
"
««

"
'*

*'

hereby enacted by the reprefentatives
of the freemen of the commonwealth of Pennfjlvania, in General Affembly met, and by the authority of the fame, That all and every the procefs
and proceedings in out-lawry, iffued and had againft them the faid Levi
Doan and Abraham Doan, and each of them, upon the laid indictments,
or any other indictments againft them or either of them, found in any
courts or court within this commonwealth, and all judgments of outlawry palled againft them and each of them in the faid Supreme or any
other Court, and all judgment and judgments of death againft them and
each of them, awarded upon fuch out-lawry or out-lawries, and all executions of fuch judgment and judgments of death againft them and each
of them, be, and they are hereby declared to be reverfed and made null
and void, by whatsoever names they the faid Levi Doan and Abraham
Doan, or either of them, may be therein mentioned and defcribed ; and
that they, the faid Levi Doan and Abraham Doan, and each of them, fhall
be entitled to free and impartial trials by jury upon the faid indictments
or charges for the original offences by them alledged to be committed,
in the lame manner, and all proceedings againft them ihall be had in the
fame form, and the effects thereof Ihall be the fame, as if no procefs,
proceeding or judgment in out-lawry, or judgment and award of execution of death, had been iffued, had or awarded againft them, or either
it

therefore enacted, and

of them.'

On

the queftion,

—"

it

is

Will the Houfe agree

to the

fame?'

was carried in the negative.
Adjourned until four o'clock, P. M.
It

Eodem

:
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Eodem Dk,

]

P.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
motion of Mr. Fitzjimons, feconded by Mr. Lewis,
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to confer with Council
on the cafe
of Abraham Doan and Levi Doa?2, and to requeft a refpite
of their execution

On

for fix davs.

Ordered, That Mr. Fitzfmons, Mr. Lewis and Mr.
Riltenhoufe be a committee for the purpofe contained in the foregoing refolution.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe refolved
itfelf into a committee of the whole, to refume the enquiry into
the truth of the charges exhibited in the memorial of Eleazer Ofwald againft
the Judges
of the Supreme
°
r
Court.

Mr. Speaker having quitted the chair, the Chairman was placed
therein
After fome time fpent in hearing the witneffes,
the Chairman quitted the
chair, and Mr. Speaker refumed it.
The Chairman then reported, that the committee had made fome
further
progrefs
the enquiry, but not having compleated the
fame,

m

to

requeued leave

again to-morrow, at three o'clock in the
afternoon
Which was accordingly granted.
lit

On motion,
Refohed, That Mr. Speaker be direded to iffiie a fubpcena
for the attendance
or Thomas Proclor, Efquire, to-morrow, to
give teflimony relating to matters
contained in the memorial of Eleazer Ofwald.
Adjourned

until nine o'clock

to-morrow, A.

TTednefday^ September 24,
The Houfe met

M.

1788.

A.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from 259 inhabitants of the county of Northampton were
read,
further fum of money may be granted for opening the
road from

Petitions

praying a
the river Lehigh to the river Sufquehanna, at the

Ordered

falls

of Nefcopeck.

on the table.
The petitions of 1750 inhabitants of the county of Dauphin, relative to
the eredion of a dam in the river Swetara by George Fry, read
September
15th, were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be fpecially referred to the confideration of
the fucceeding General Alfembly.
The committee appointed yefterday to confer with Council on the cafe of
Abraham Doan and Levi Doan, and to requeft a refpite of their execution for
fix days, made report, that they had had a conference with
Council, and recieved for anfwer, that Council do not deem it proper to grant the
refpite reto lie

queued.

On

motion,

.Ordered,

That Mr. Speaker be

of John Chaloner,

Kidd and John M'Crea, to give teflimemorial of Eleazer Ofwald.
of the committee, to whom was referred the refolution of Conto the organization of the federal government,
&c. read yefter-

mony relating
The report
grefs relative

day,

directed to iffue fubpcenas for the attendance

IJrael Ifrael, William

to matters contained in the

was read the fecond time

:

Whereupon
s 3

Refolved,

/
[

2 S°

]

appoint two Senators
Refohed, That this Houfe will during this feffion
by ballot, to take their feats as Senators for this ftate in the Congrefs of the
United States, agreeably to the federal conftitution now adopted for the government of fuch of the United States as have agreed to or fhall hereafter

Whereupon,
adopt the fame
On motion of Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Hubley,
Ordered, That Tuefday next be affigned for the eledtion of two Senators
:

conformably to the foregoing refolution, and that nomination take place previous to that day.

On

motion,

Ordered, That to-morrow be amgned for refuming the conlideration of the
" An Act to ejiablijh a Board of Wardens for the port of Phibill, entituled
" ladelphia, and for other purpofes therein mentioned," and that it be the order for that day.

On

motion,

Ordered,

That Friday next be amgned

" An

A3 for

for the third reading of the bill, en-

the county of
for
that day.
order
the
be
it
that
county," and

tituled

"

On

erecting part

of'

Cumberland

into

a feparate

motion,

confideration of the
Ordered, That to-morrow be affigned for refuming the
"
An Aft to enforce the
"
Supplement to the act, entituled
bill, entituled
" d'ue collection and payment of taxes within this commonwealth," and that

A

be the order for that day.
On motion,
of the bill, entiOrdered, That the order of the day for the third reading
within this
real
efates
hold
and
"
An Aft to enable aliens to purchafe
tuled

it

" commonwealth," be poftponed.

On

motion,

That Mr. G. Heifer, Mr. Rittenhoufe and Mr. M'Lene be a commanufacturing focimittee, to obtain information from the managers of the
fpecimens performed by John
ety, w'ith refpedt to the workmanfhip in fundry
Ordered,

Hewfon and Robert Taylor, and to report thereon.
The bill, entituled " An Act directing the times, places and manner of holdal government of the
<e
in* elections for Reprefentaiives of this fate in the feeder
" United States, and of appointing Electors on the part of this fate for the
" choice of a Prefdent of the United States, agreeably to the feederal confi" tution," was read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed, and in the mean time printed for public
confideration.

Penns and Beaver,
" in the county of Northumberland, into a feparate dijlrict, and alter the place
" of holding elections in the third diflritt in the faid county of Northumberland,"
was read the third time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engrofTed, for the purpofe of being enadted into a law.
Supplement to the act, entituled " An Adt to divide
The bill, entituled "
" Wafoington county into election diftridts," was read the third time, and

The

bill,

entituled

''

An Act

to

erect

the town/hips of

A

debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engrofTed, for the purpofe of being enadted into a law.
Supplement to an act, entituled " An Adt to reguThe bill, entituled "
» late the general eledtions of this commonwealth, and to prevent frauds
" therein," was read the third time ; and in debating the fame,

A

Ii

—
[
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was moved by Mr. Lewis and Mr. Carfon,
To ftrike out the title of the faid bill, and in

It

lieu thereof to infert the

following, viz.

" An Act

"

to alter certain election diJlriSls

Franklin, and to ejlablifo new ones therein."
**
Will the Houfe agree
the queftion,
the
affirmative.
determined
in
was
It

And on

And

Dauphin and

within the counties of
to the

fame ?"

—

the bill having been fully debated by paragraphs,

Ordered, That

be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.
" An Ab~l for erecting certain parts of the counties of
" Weftmoreland
Washington into a feparate county" having been brought
in engroffed, was compared at the table, enacted into a law, and the Speaker
directed to fign the fame.
Adjourned until three o'clock, P. M.

The

bill,

it

entituled

#W

ILodem Die,

M.

P.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
motion of Mr. Findley, feconded by Mr. Piper,

On

Ordered,

That Saturday next be

affigned for the election of a Regifter for

the probate of wills and granting letters of administration, and of Recorder
of deeds, for the county of Allegheny.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to refume the enquiry into the truth of the charges exhibited in the memorial of Eleazer Ofwald againft the Judges of the Supreme

Court.
quitted the chair, the Chairman was placed therein.
After fome time fpent in hearing the witneffes, the Chairman quitted the
chair, and Mr. Speaker refumed it.
The Chairman then reported, that the committee had made further pro-

Mr. Speaker having

prefs in the enquiry,
lit

but not having compleated the fame, requefted leave to

again to-morrow, at three o'clock in the aftermoon

:

Which was

accordingly granted.
Adjourned until nine o'clock to-morrow, A.

^Ihurfday, September 25,

M.

1788.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
\
Petitions from Robert Galbreath, James Perry, fames Brifon, Jacob Weitzel,
Samuel Jones, George Thompfon and William Tilton, were read, feverally praying to be appointed Regifier for the probate of wills and granting letters of
adminiftration, and Recorder of deeds, in and for the county of Allegheny,

Ordered to

A

lie

reprefentation

on the table.
from the Juftices of the Supreme Court was

read, referring

to their reprefentation of the hard (hips they have fuftained in the
their falaries in the paper bills of credit,

that

read February 27th

laft,

payment of
and ftating

the depreciation thereof has continued ever fince, and that they do not

more than about two thirds of the furns of money to them reflectively
engaged in the moft exprefs and unequivocal words, by as facred a contract
receive

as

25 2

[
made by a fociety with
Houfe in the premifes.

can be

as

of

this

1

individuals, and entreating the determination

Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe renamed the consideration of

AB

to ejtablif a Board of Wardens for the port of
the bill, entituled " An
" Philadelphia, and for other purpofes therein mentioned';" and having fully
debated the fame by paragraphs,
Ordered, That it be engrcfled, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe refumed the confidsration of

A

Supplement to an ac7, entituled " An Ac! to enforce
the bill, entituled "
the due collection and payment of taxes;" and having further debated the
fame,

"

Ordered,

That the confideration thereof be poftponed

until

to-morrow,

and that

it be the order for that day.
motion,
Ordered, That Saturday next be affigned for reluming the confideration of
the bill, entituled ** An AB to regulate auctions and vendues;" and that it be

On

the order for that day.

Adjourned until three o'clock, P.

M.

Eodem Die,

P.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to refume the enquiry into the truth of the charges exhibited in the memorial of Eleazer Ofwald againft the Judges of the Supreme
Court.
Mr. Speaker having quitted the chair, the Chairman was placed therein.
After feme time fpent in hearing the witneiTes, the Chairman quitted the
chair, and Mr. Speaker refumed it.
The Chairman then reported, that the committee had made a further progrefs in the enquiry, but not having compleated the fame, requeued leave to
lit again on Tuejday next, in the forenoon
:

Which was
Adjourned

accordingly granted.
until nine o'clock

to-morrow, A.

Friday, September 26,
The Houfe met

A

M.

1788.

A.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from the Honorable the Vice-Prefident of the Supreme Executive
Council was prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.
letter

COUNCIL CHAMBER,

September 2 $th, 1788.

SIR,

COLONELclaim

behalf of Captain William Rofs, having
preferred a
which Council prefume will merit the attention of
your honorable Houfe, it is with no fmall pleafure I tranfmit the purport
of
Pickering,

in

['

^53

[
of

it,

as

]

exprefTed in that gentleman's letter to

the Board of the twenty-

fourth inftant.

/

have the honor

With great

to be,

refpeSi,

Tour mojl
P.

Honorable

Thomas Mifflin,

obedient

and humble fervant,

MUHLENBERG.

Efquire,

Speaker of the General Ajfembly.

And the inclofed letter was alfo read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order,
the fame letters were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Fitzfimons, Mr. Peters and Mr.
Rittenhoufe, with inftrudions to report a bill, if they deem it necefTary.
Petitions from George Wallace and Eli Coulter were read, feverally praying
to be appointed Regifter for the probate

of wills and granting letters of admiand Recorder of deeds, in and for the county of Allegheny.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Tranfcripts of the taxes aiTefTed upon the inhabitants and taxable property
within the counties of York and Northampton, for the year 1788, were prefented to the chair, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the townfhips of Dublin
-and Shirley, in the county of Huntingdon, was read, praying Aughwick creek
may not be declared a public highway.
Ordered to lie on the table.
niflration,

The report read September 23d, on the petition of
the fecond time, and adopted as follows, viz.

The

committee, to

whom

David Linton, was

read

was referred the petition of David Linton, re-

port,

That they have carefully examined the petitioner, and have reafon to believe the circumftances fet forth in his petition of taking George Sinclair to be
true ; and are of opinion the rifque he run in apprehending and fecuring
fo
daring a villain entitles him to fome reward from his country.

The committee

therefore offer the following refolution

:

That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, authorifin°the Supreme Executive Council to draw an order on the State Treafurer in
favor of David Linton, for his fervices aforefaid.
Ordered, That Mr. Lowrey, Mr. Kreemer and Mr. Car/on be a committee,
Refolved,

to bring in a bill

conformably

The committee

appointed

to the foregoing refolution.

March 19th

laft, on the refolution to enquire
and examine the mode of tranfading the public bufinefs at the office of
the Comptroller-General, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
A member in his place, with leave of the Houfe, read and prefented to
-the Speaker a bill, entituled " An Ac! to make the bills
of credit of this commomvealth,
emitted
by
an
aSl
General
Ajfembly, pajjed the fixteenth of
\
of
'
March, Anno Domini one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-five, receivable
•*'
in payment of all public taxes f which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

into

T

3

Agreeably

[
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]

Agreeably to the order of the day, the bill, entituled " An AB for ereBing
of the county of Cumberland into a feparate county," was read the

" part

third time.

Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe relumed the confideration
Supplement to the aft, entituled " An Act to
of the bill, entituled "
" enforce the due collection and payment of taxes within this common" wealth $" and having further debated the fame by paragraphs,

A

That the confideration thereof be poftponed.
On motion of Mr. Find/ey, feconded by Mr. Peters,
Ordered, That Monday next be afligned for the third reading of the
Ordered,

An AB

entituled "

to enable the

Land

Officers to ijjue re-locating

bill,

warrants

in

it be the order for that day.
motion of Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. M'Dowell,
Ordered, That Wednefday next be afligned for the third reading of the
Supplement to an aft, entituled " An Act to alter and
bill, entituled "
" amend an act, entituled «« An Act for granting and difpofing of the un«« appropriated lands within this fate,'
and that it be the order for that
*'

the cafes therein deficribed," and that

On

A

day.

The bill, entituled " An Alt for the payment of an additional fum of money
" to Gunning Bedford and others, for their fervices in erecting a triumphal
" arch in the city of Philadelphia," was read the fecond time, and debated by
paragraphs.
Ordered,

That

it

be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed for public

confideration.

" An AB for the relief of Sarah Caldwell," was read
debating the following paragraph, viz.
and
in
the fecond time;
" Be it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the reprefentatives
'* of the freemen of the commonwealth of Pennfyhania, in General Afiem•* bly met, and by the authority of the fame, That upon fufficient fecurity
" being given by the faid Sarah -Caldwell, for the ufe of the ftate, to his
" Excellency the Prefident of the Supreme Executive Council, or, in his
" abfence, to the Vice-Prefident for the time being, to indemnify the ftate
4t againft the faid certificates, and on the fame being duly certified to the
" Comptroller-General for the time being, the faid Comptroller-General
" fhall and is hereby authorifed and directed to certify in favor of the faid
'* Sarah Caldwell, or her legal reprefentatives, to the State Treafurer afore" faid, the intereft accrued and to accrue on the faid fum of two thoufand
" five hundred and thirteen pounds twelve jhillings and fix-pence, fince the laft
" payment of intereft on the faid certificates up to the time the firft certificate of intereft fhall be made on the faid fum of money, and from the
" date of fuch firft certificate, yearly and every year, to certify the intereft
" that may thereafter accrue on the faid fum, which faid refpective certifi«' cates of the Comptroller-General for the time being, fo to be made, of the

The

bill,

entituled

.«.'

aforefaid, lhall be authority to the State Treafurer lor the time
pay the fame refpectively to the faid Sarah Caldwell, cr her legal
" reprefentatives, and the Treafurer aforefaid is hereby enjoined and required
" to pay the fame accordingly."
It was moved by Mr. Lollar, feconded by Mr. G. Heifier,
To iniert, after the words " That upon fufficient," the word " real"
*'

intereft

" being

as

to

On

I

8
1
8

3

C
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]

—"

Will the Houfe agree to the propofed amendment ?"— the
Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. hollar and Mr. Lewis; and were as follow, viz.

On

the queftion

YEAS.

YEAS.

1

Samuel Foulke,

15 ^o^/z

16 James Barr,
1
j John M'Dowell,

4 David

Alexander Wright,
1
19 ^o^« Flenniken,

Mitchell,

5 Thomas Beak,
6 Thomas Kennedy,

7 Jofeph

20 Theophilus

22 James M'Lene,
23 James M'Calmont,

^^

24 j^o£
25 Robert Lollar,
26 P<?/Vr Richards,
27 Jacob Miley,
28 5^« -FW Schott.

o Jofeph Sands,
Peter Trexler, jun.
1 2 Thomas Mawhorter,
I 3 Peter Burkhalter,
14 Peter Ealer,
I

I I

NAYS.

NAYS.
1

George Clymer,

2 Thomas Fitz/imons,
3 "Jacob Hiltzheimer,
4 William Lewis,
5 William Robin/on, jun,

6

j^«

16
it

Salter,

in the negative

7°/^

1

James Clemfon,

J^vj*.

Lilley,

23 Jofeph

24

y<?>6« Oliver,

25

Jac °b

Saylor,

26 Samuel Maclay,

27

y^K

White,

28 William Find/ey,
29 James Allifon,
30 Benjamin Rittenhoufe,
31 j^zz Car/on,
32 Hugh Davifon.

Hubley,

was determined

1.7

19 Jacob Erb,
20 jfa&» Hopkins,
2
Michael Schmyfer,
22 William Mitchell,

7 Richard Peters,
8 Gerardus Wynkoop,
9 y<j/6« Chapman,
10 Robert Ralfton,
I I James Moore,
1 2 Richard Thomas,
Samuel Evans,
1
1 4 Townfend Whelen,
15 Alexander Lowrey,

Adam

Philips,

21 j^/fo Gilchreeji,

Heijier,

8 Gabriel Heijier,
9 Philip Kreemer,

So

P*)ter,

2 Valentine Upp,
3 y°Jepb R??d,

;

and the

bill

having been fully debated

by paragraphs,
Ordered,

That

it

be tranferibed, and in the mean time printed for public

coniideration.

The

" ^« yf# yir

vejling a lot of ground therein defcribed,
W//> z\6t? buildings and improvements thereon erected and made, in the Truftees of
* l Dickinfon college, in the borough
of Carlifle, «z /& county of Cumberland,"
was read the third time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.
The following bills having been brought in engroffed, were feverally compared at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to fign the
fame, viz.
to an ac7, entituled « An Act to divide Wajbingfon
bill,

entituled

«"

A SUPPLEMENT

"

county into election

diftricts."

An

>5*

C

An

ACT

]

the townjlnps of Penns and Beaver, in the county of
a feparate dtftrict, and alter the place of holding elections
in the third dijlrict in faid county of Northumberland.
Adjourned until nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.
to

Northumberland,

erect

into

Saturday

',

September 27,

A.

1788.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
A petition from Henry C. Baker, an insolvent debtor, confined in the gaol
of the city and county of Philadelphia, was read, praying to be releafed from
his confinement ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read
the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Will, Mr. Salter and Mr. Kreemer, to
report thereon.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe proceeded to the election of
a Regifter for the probate of wills and granting letters of adminiftration, and
Recorder of deeds, in and for the county of Allegheny ; and the ballots being
taken, it appeared that Samuel Jones, Efquire, was duly elected.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An
" Act for rewarding the perfon or perfons concerned in apprehending George
<c

Sinclair, attainted by out-lawry,"

which was read the

firlt

time, and

on the table.
appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled '« An
" Act to grant the fum of
to Captain William Rofs, in
" confderation of his fer vices to this com?nonwealth," which was read the firft
time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
On motion of Mr. Peters, feconded by Mr. Moore,
Ordered, That the order of the day, for the further confideration of the
bill, entituled " An Act to regulate auctions and vendues," be pofiponed until
Wednefday next, and that it be the order for that day.
Ordered

to lie

The committee

The

bill,

entituled

" An Act

directing the times, places

and manner of

hold-

" ing elections for reprefentatives of this Jlate in the federal government of the
" United States, and of appointing electors on the part of this jlate for the choice
ft

of a Prejident of the United States, agreeably

to the feeder al confitution,"

read the third time.
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poitponed until

was

Monday

next, in the afternoon.

The

bill,

entituled

" An Act

to alter certain election dijlricts

within the coun-

of Dauphin and Franklin, and to ejiablifh new ones therein" having been
brought in engrafted, was compared at the table, enacted into a law, and the

lt

ties

Speaker directed to lign the fame.

Adjourned

until three o'clock

on Monday next, P. M.

'%s'

Monday, September 29, 1788.

*

•

"^

P,

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
letter from the Honorable the Vice-Prefident of the Supreme Executive
Council was prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.

A

In

—
2 S7

C

COUNCIL,

In

]

Philadelphia, September 29th,

1788.

SIR,

THE

enclofed letter from John Nicholfon, Efquire, Comptroller-General,
recommending an application to Congrefs for a prolongation of the
time allowed the Commiffioner for examining the accounts of this ftate
with the union, dated this day, the Board direct me to tranfmit to you, for
the confideration of the General Affembly.

I have

the honor to be,

With great

refpeSl,

Tour mojl
P.

obedient

and very humble fervant,

MUHLENBERG.

Honorable Thomas Mifflin, Efquire,
Speaker of the General Affembly.

And

on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Fitzfimons, Mr. Findley and Mr.

Car/on, to report thereon.

A
was

petition
read, of

from

a

number of the

inhabitants of the county of Wajhington
tenor with thofe read March 12th laft, from the in-

a fimilar

habitants of the county of Montgomery, relative to the
payment of debts.

mode of

enforcing the

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed September 9th, on the petition of Robert Lefie,
•made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
On motion,
Ordered, That the order of the day for the third reading of the bill, entituled
<(
An Aft to enable the Land-Officers to iffue re-locating warrants in the cafes

"

therein defcribed," be postponed.

*'

*'

AB

An
directing the times, places and manner of holding elections for reprefentatives of this fate in the federal government of the
United States, and of appointing electors, on the part of this fate, for the choice

The

bill,

entituled

"

*'

of a Prefident of the United States, agreeably to the falderal confitution," was
and in debating the fame,
;
On motion,
It was agreed to poftpone the further confideration of the faid bill, in
order to take a queftion on the following proportion, viz.
" Is it the opinion of the Houfe, that the election of reprefentatives to ferve
" in the foederal government mould take place on the firft Wednefday of
read the third time

" January
On the
Nays were
low, viz.

next."

" Will the Houfe agree to the fame ?"—-the Yeas and
by Mr. Findley and Mr. M'Calmont, and were as fol-

queftion,
called

YEAS.

YEAS.
1

George Clymer,

4 John

2

Thomas Fitzfimons,

5 George Logan,
6 James Moore,

3 Jacob Hiltzheimer,

U

7

Salter,

YEAS.

[

YEA

S.

*S8

]

[
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]

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe proceeded to the election of
Senators to reprefent this (late in the Congrefs of the United States, agreeably
to the constitution adopted for the government of the faid ftates ; and the
ballots being taken, it appeared that the Honorable William Maclay and Robert
Morris, Efquires, were duly elected.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to proceed in the enquiry into the truth of the charges
exhibited in the memorial of Ekazer Ojisoald again ft the Judges of the Su-

preme Court.
Mr. Speaker having quitted the chair, the Chairman was placed therein.
After fome time fpent on the fubjecl: of the faid charges, the Chairman
quitted the chair, and Mr. Speaker relumed it.
The Chairman then reported, that the committee had made further probut not having compleated the fame, requefted leave to
again in the afternoon :

grefs in the enquiry,
lit

Which was granted.
Adjourned until half pad three o'clock, P.

Eodem Die,

M.

P.

M.

The Houfe met

A

purfuant to adjournment.
memorial from Ekazer Ofivald was prefented to the chair, and read,

as

follows, viz.

To

the Honorable the

wealth of

The

Freemen of the Common-'
General Assembly met.

Representatives

Pennsylvania,

MEMORIAL

of

in

of the

Eleazer Oswald,
delphia,

of the city of Phila-

Printer,

ReJpecTfully reprefenteih,

THAT

as a profeffional gentleman of well known abilities, on the floor
of your honorable Houfe, has argued, on the ground of oppolition,
points of law, in juftification of the conduct of the Judges of the Supreme
Court, your memorialift therefore prays that your honorable Houfe would
alio grant him the benefit of Council learned in the law, to reprefent his
cafe at the bar of your honorable Houfe.

And your

memorialift,

&c.

ELEAZER OSWALD.
Philadelphia, September 30,

And on
And on

1788.

motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
" Shall the prayer of the faid memorial be granted ?"—
the Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. Kennedy and Mr. M'Dowell, and were
as follow, viz.
the queftion,

—

YEAS.
fames Clemfon,
2 John Hopkins,
1

3

David Mitchell,

YEAS.
4 Thomas

Beale,

5 Thomas Kennedy,
6 John Oliver,

YEAS.

55
1

81

1
J

260

YEAS,

YEAS.
7 Philip Kreemer,

18 j^£« Fknniken,

8 Peter Burkhalter,
John Piper,

19 Theophilus Philips,

20 yo/6« Gilchreejl,
21 James M'Lene,
22 James M'Calmont,
23 Robert hollar,
24 Benjamin Rittenhoufe,
25 Peter Richards,
26 3^ f0 ^ Miley,
27 Robert Clark,

9
10 Jacob Say/or,
11 John White,
12 William Findley,
13 jteww

.B<zrr,

14 John Irvine,
John M'Dowell,
1
16 ^awm Allifon,
1

28 .Ha^A Davifon.

j Alexander Wright,

NAYS.

NAYS.

Alexander Lowrey.,
19 Adam Hubley,
20 Jofeph Work,
21 y^co^ En£,
22 Michael Schmyfer,
23 2V»# M'Clellan,

George Clymer,

1

2 Thomas

1

Fitzjimons,

Hiltzheimer,
William Robin/on, jun.
j^<:0/£

3
,4

5 ^o/te Salter,
6 George Logan,

24 Jofeph

7 Richard Peters,

25
26
27
28

9 j^/z Chapman,
10 Samuel Foulke,
Valentine Upp,
1
12 Robert Ralflon,
13 James Moore,
14 Richard Thomas,
Samuel Evans,
1
16 Richard Willing,
17 Town/end Whelen,

So

it

Lilley,

Jofeph Reed,
Jofeph Heifter,
Gabriel Heijler,
Jofeph Sands,
29 P^ftr Trexler, jun.

Gerardus Wynkoop,

8

30 Thomas Mawhorter,
3

P*frr Ealer,

32 y^o^ Ifcjjfi
33 3^ ;z Carfon,
34 3^&» P<za/ Schott.

was carried in the negative.

then, agreeable to the order of this forenoon, refolved itfelf into
a committee of the whole, to proceed in the enquiry into the truth of the
charges exhibited in the memorial of Eleazer Ofwald againft the Judges of

The Houfe

the Supreme Court.
Mr. Speaker quitted the chair, and the Chairman was placed therein.
After fome time fpent in the difcuflion of the fubjecT:, the Chairman quitted

Mr. Speaker refumed it.
The Chairman then reported a refolution, being the
ings of the committee, which was read, and

the chair, and

Ordered to lie on the table.
Adjourned until nine o'clock to-morrow, A.

Wednefday, O&ober
The Houfe met

On

1,

refult of the

proceed-

M.

1788.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

motion,

Ordered,

That Mr.

mittee to infped the

Fitzfimons,
files

Mr. Robinfon and Mr.

Lollar, be a

com-

of the Houfe, and report fuch of the bufinefs unfinished

5
31

3

ki

[

]

may deem neceffary to be recommended to the confideration
of the fucceeding General Aflembly.
A motion was made by Mr. Findley, feconded by Mr. Clymer,
Relative to the appointment of Commiffioners to mark out a road from
the river Sufquehanna to the higheft boatable waters of the weft branch of
that river, and from thence to the neareft good boatable waters on the
Allegeny river, and from thence by the neareft and beft courfes to that tract
of land referved by the ftate of Connecticut, which lies between the weftern
line of this ftate and Lake Erie, fo as to crofs, as nearly as the ground will
admit, the middle of the faid weftern line of this ftate.
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the bill, entituled "
Supplement to
*' an aSl, entituled " An Act to alter and amend an
aft for granting and dif" pofing of the unappropriated lands within this ftate," was read the third
time, and debated by paragraphs.
finifhed as they

A

—"
—

On

the queftion,
enacled into a law ?"

Shall the

fame be engrafted, for the purpofe of being
Nays were called by Mr. Peters and Mr.

the Yeas and

Clymer, and were as follow, viz.

YEAS.

YEAS.

1 Michael Schmyfer,
2 William Mitchell,
j David M'Clellan,

1 8 William Findley,

19 John M'Dowell,
20 James Allifon,
21 Alexander Wright,
22 John Flenniken,
23 Theophilus Philips,

4 Jofeph Reed,
5

David

Mitchell,

6 Thomas Beale,
7 Thomas Kennedy,

24 John

26 James M'Calmont,
27 Robert Lollar,

10 Philip Kreemer,
11 Peter Trexler, jun.
12 Thomas Mawhorter,
Peter Burkhalter,
1

28 Benjamin Rittenhoufe,
29 Peter Richards,
30 Jacob Miley,
31 Robert Clark,

14 John Piper,
15 Jacob Say lor,
16 Samuel Maclay,
17 John White,

NAY

Gilchreefl,

2 £ James M'Lene,

8 John Oliver,
9 J°fepb Sands,

32 John Carfon,
33 John Paul Schott.

NAYS.

S.

Robert Ralflon,
1
12 James Moore,
Richard Thomas,
1
14 Samuel Evans,
Richard Willing,
1
16 Townfend Whelen,
ij Alexander Lowrey,
18 Adam Hubley,
19 Jofeph Work,

1 George Clymer,
2 Thomas Fitzfimons,
3 Jacob Hiltzbeimer,
4 William Robinfon, jun.
5 George Logan,
6 Richard Peters,
7 Gerardus Wynkoop,
8 John Chapman,
9 Samuel Foulke,
10 Valentine Upp,

20 James Clemfon,

X

NAYS,

:
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NAYS.

.N_A Y

The

bill,

entituled,

S.

24 Gabriel Heifer,
25 Jacob Reif,
26 Hugh Davtfon.

2 1 Jacob Erb,
22 John Hopkins,
23 Jofeph Lilley,
So it was determined

]

in the affirmative.

An

Ac~l to

make the

bills

of credit of this commonwealth,

" emitted by an at~l of General Ajfembly faffed the fixteenth of March, Anno
" Domini one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-five, receivable in payment of
" all public taxes," was read the iecond time: Whereupon
That the confideration thereof be poftponed.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe refumed the confideration of
the bill, entituled " An Acl to regulate auctions and vendues;" and having
Ordered,

further debated the fame by paragraphs,
Ordered, That the confideration thereof be poftponed.

Adjourned

until nine o'clock

to-morrow, A.

M.

Thurfday, OBober 2, 1788.

A.M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
petition from George Fowler and Edward Butler was read, together with
petitions from 200 inhabitants of the county of Wajhington* praying that
Chartier's creek may not be declared a public highway.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A motion was made by Mr. Clymer, feconded by Mr. Fitzfimons, in the

A

following words, viz.
" Whereas the fevere exaction of the heavy fines incurred under former
" fyftems of militia laws is a great fource of vexation and oppreffion to the
" poor and neceffitous, without any adequate improvement of the finances of

" the ftate
" Refolved, That the confideration of a general exoneration of the fines
" which have been fo incurred be recommended to the fucceeding Houfe of
" Affembly."
It was moved by Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,
To ftrike out the words, " a general," in the foregoing refolution, and,
in lieu thereof, to infert the word " an"
And on the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the amendment ?"
It was carried in the affirmative, and the motion, as amended, adopted by

—

—

the Houfe.

The committee

appointed September 8th, on the petitions of James

John Fitch and Henry

Voigt,

made

report,

Runfey,

which was read, and

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed on the petition of Elizabeth Kutz made report,
which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee on ways and means made report, which was read ; and on
motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, and adopted,
as follows, viz.

The committee on ways and means
fitions

having had referred to them the requiof Congrefs for the prefent year^ an adt of the nth June refpeding
pensioners,

[

*<?3

]

and a refolution of this Houfe, directing them to " report the
" bell: and fpeedieft mode of procuring and paying to the order of Council
" the fum of nine hundred and fifty pounds, to difcharge the expence which
" may arife in effecting a purchafe of the lands on Lake Erie from the In:penfioners,

f*

dians,"

Report, That the United States in Congrefs afiembled, by their requifitions
from the ftates refpectively the payment of their
arrears on the exifting fpecie requifitions, befides the fum of one million fix
hundred and eighty-fix thoufand five hundred and forty-one dollars and
twelve-ninetieths in indents, in which requfiition the quota of Pennjylvania is
ftated to be (in indents) two hundred and thirty thoufand fix hundred and
ninety-eight dollars and eighteen ninetieths, for one year's intereft of the
domeftic debt of the United States.
Upon this the committee have to remark, that as this ftate has paid a confiderable fum beyond her quota of the fpecie requifitions to the end of the
year 1786, and appears to be a creditor of the United States for a fum beyond
her quota of the aggregate debt, it would be improper to make any further
for the p relent year, require

fpecie

payments on that account.

That

as the ftate has not yet authorifed the payment of indents required by
the requifitions of the laft and prefent year, it is proper that fo much of the

payment of this date's quota of indents, ou»ht
law pafled for that purpofe.
of Congrefs of the 8th June 1788, among other things, directs,

faid requifitions, as refpects the

to be adopted, and a

The
that no

act

" perfon

be entitled to a penfion, as an invalid, who {hall
not before the nth day of December next make application therefor, and
" produce the requifite certificates and evidence to entitle them thereto."
The committee find, that the fum propofed in the refolution of this
Houfe to be paid to the order of Council being for a purpofe highly beneficial to the ftate, immediate meafures Ihould be taken to authorife the
fhall

"

payment

thereof.

In conformity with
tion s

all

which the committee

offer

the following refolu-

:

Refohed, That the requifitions of the United States in Congrefs afiembled,
1787 and 1788, fo far as refpects the payment of this ftate's quota
of indents, for her proportion of the intereft or. the domeftic debt, be fpecially recommended to the next General Aflembly.
The committee find, that the act of Afiembly of this ftate authorifes the
judges of the Supreme Court to receive applications for penfions till the 10th
day of March next, and are of opinion that the Houfe Ihould take order to
•prevent the granting any penfions fubfequent to the period prefcribed by the
act of Congrefs.
Reflved, That the Judges of the Supreme Court be furnilhed with a copy
of the act of Congrefs of the nth day of June laft, refpecting penfioners,
and that it be recommended to the fucceeding General AfTembly.
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, authorfing the
State Treafurer to pay to the order of the Supreme Executive Council, a fum
not exceeding one thoufand two hundred pounds, out of the duties and imports
arifing on goods, wares and merchandize, imported into this ftate under the acts
of 20th September 1785, and 15th March 1787, for defraying the expence of
purchafing the lands on Lake Erie from the Indians.
for the years

Ordered,

[
Ordered,
brino-

That Mr.

in a bill

*6 4

]

Mr. Evans and Mr.

Peters,

Findley be a committee, to

agreeably to the third refolution contained in the foregoing

report.

The committee

appointed for the purpofe, reported a

bill,

" Aft for the better fecuring the public creditors of this fate;"
the firft time, and

Ordered to lie on the
motion,

entituled

" An

which was read

table.

On

Ordered, That to-morrow be affigned for the confideration of the report on
the memorial of Eleazer O/wald, and that it be the order for the day.
for rewarding the perfon or perfons concerned
The bill, entituled " An
" in apprehending George Sinclair, attainted by out-lawry," was read the fe-

AB

cond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed

for public

confideration.

The

entituled "

An

to
grant the Jim of
Captain William Rofs, in confideration of his fervices to this commonwealth,"
was read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed for public
bill,

Ac~i to

*'

confideration.

The
*'.

"

entituled

bill,

"

An

Ac~l to

incorporate the members of the religious

Catholics of the church called the Holy Trinity,
fociety of
in the city of Philadelphia," was read the third time: Whereupon
petition from divers German members of the Roman Catholic fociety

German Roman

A

worfhipping at the church of St. Mary % was read, remonftrating againft the
{aid bill, without a previous difcuffion of certain amendments to laid bill, fet
It
forth in the petition, and praying the fame may not be pafied into a law.

was then,

On

motion,

Ordered,

That the

confideration of the bill be poftponed, and

that the

be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Chapman and Mr. M'Lexe, to re-

faid petition

port thereon.

"

An

Ail for the payment of an additionalfum of money
" to Gunning Bedford, and others, for their fervices in creeling a triumphal
" arch in the city of Philadelphia," was read the third time, and debated by

The

bill,

entituled

paragraphs.

That

be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.
<£
An A£l for the relief of Sarah Caldwell," was read
debated
by paragraphs.
the third time, and
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.
The Houfe refumed the confideration of the bill, entituled " An ASl for
" the better afcertaining and making good loJJ'es of public monies by robberies;" and
having fully debated the fame by paragraphs,
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.
The Houfe refumed the confideration of the bill, entituled " An A6l to
Ordered,

The

**

"

bill,

it

entituled

exonerate the frontier inhabitants of Washington county from the
taxes ;" and having fully debated the fame by paragraphs,

Ordered,

That

Adjourned

it

payment of

be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.

until three o'clock, P.

M,
Eodem

29
1

*6 5

]

Eodem Die,

P.

C

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
The committee appointed September 9th, on
made report, which was read, and

M.
the petition of John Franklin,

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" Ac! to authorize the Supreme Executive Council to draw on the State Treafurer
**
for a fum of money, for defrayi?ig the expence of pur chafing lands on Lake Erie
" of the Indians," which was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the
fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed for public
confideration.

The Houfe refumed

the confideration of the

bill,

entituled

"

An

Acl

to

*'

make the

*•

fhall be affeffed and laid, or which fhall become due or payable, either to
the Treafurer of the State or to any county Treafurer or Collector, or to
the Overfeers of the Poor of the city of Philadelphia, or of any borough
or townfhip in this ftate, or to the Wardens of the city of Philadelphia,
or to the Street-commiffioners of the fame city, or to any other public
officer or officers whatfoever, for or on the account of this ftate, or of
any county, or of the city of Philadelphia, or any borough or townfhip
within this ftate, according to the value which the faid bills on the face of

commonwealth, emitted by an acl of General
" Ajfembly pajfed the fxteenth day of March, Anno Domini one thoufand feven
*' hundred and eighty-five, receivable in payment
of all public taxes."
And in debating the following paragraph, viz.
" Be it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the reprefentatives
" of the freemen of the commonwealth of Pennfylvania, in General Affem" bly met, and by the authority of the fame, That the faid bills of credit,
•* emitted in pursuance of the act of Aflembly aforefaid,
fhall be received
*' in payment of all and every the debts, duties, taxes and demands,
which

"
'*

"
*'
«*
•*'

"

"

bills

them purport

•" to

one

of

credit of this

to be of, reckoning feven Jhillings

SpaniJJj filver

and fix-pence

milled dollar."

—

On

to be equal

the queftion— '* Will the Houfe agree to the fame ?"
the Yeas and
Mr.
and
and
by
Mr.
M'Lene
Piper,
were
were called
as follow, viz.

YEAS.

YEAS.
1

David

Mitchell,

2 Thomas Beale,
3 Thomas Kennedy,

4 fohn

John Flenniken,

1

Theophilus Philips,

3 John Gilchreejl,
14 James M'Lene,
15 James M'Calmont,

Oliver,

16 Benjamin Pittenhoufe,
17 Jacob Miley,
18 Robert Clark,

7 John Piper,
William Findley,

9 John M'Dowell,
10 James Allifon,

1

v

John Carfon,

10 Hugh Davifon.

NAYS.

NAYS.
1

1

1

5 Thomas Mawhorter,
6 Peter Burkhalter,
8

Nays

George Clymer,

3 Jacob Hiltzheimer,
T

2 Thomas Fitzfimons^

Y

4 Witt""'
7

"'".

NAYS.

[

NAYS.
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:

[
*<
*
'

<'

**
*'

"
"

if?

]

day of March, one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-one, were appointed to
who, by a certain ac~i of Af~
fembly, pajjed the twentieth day of September, one thoufand Jeven hundred and
fettle the accounts of certain other Commiffioners,

fxty-five, were appointed to fettle the accounts of the Managers of a lottery
which had been fet up and drawn, for the purpo/e of erecting a bridge over
Skippack creek, in the then comity of Philadelphia {now Montgomery) and

to receive voluntary donations andfubfcriptions for perfecting faid bridge," was
read the third time, and debated by paragraphs.

Ordered, That

*'
*'

be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enadted into a law.
The Houfe refumed the confideration of the bill, entituled " An Act to
recompence John Hague, for introducing into this fate a ufeful machine for
carding cotton ;" and the fame having been fully debated by paragraphs,
Ordered, That it be engroifed, for the purpofe of being enabled into a law.
Adjourned until nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.
it

OBober

Friday

-,

A. M.

1788.

3,

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
memorial from a number of the Juftices of the Peace of the
county of Philadelphia was read, as follows, viz.

A

To

the Honorable the

wealth

The

city

and

Representatives

^Pennsylvania,

in

of the Freemen of the CommonGeneral Assembly met.

MEMORIAL

of the fubfcribers, Justices of the
and for the city and county of Philadelphia,

Peace

in

RefpeSlfully Jheweth,

THAT

your memorialifts have obferved, by the debates of the General
Aflembly of the 19th ultimo, as publifhed by Thomas Lloyd, that certain charges are exhibited againft the magistrates by William Lewis and George
Clymer, Efquires, members of your honorable Houfe
That we are charged, generally, by thofe members, as being mean, rapacious
wretches, purfuing every infamous conduct that can be devifed, to prey upon
our neighbours
That under fuch charges, which we deem ungenerous and unmerited, we
feel ourfelves grievouily wounded in our reputations, not only as magiftrates,
but as men and citizens
do, each for himfelf, deny the accufation ; and therefore, if any magiftrate has been guilty of fuch unworthy conducl: as thofe members have reprefented, the laws of our country are fudicient, and to thofe laws we are amenable.
Your memorialifts are confident that your honorable Houfe will not be impreffed with fentiments fo unfavourable to the magiftracy, by fuch general and
wnfupported aflertions*
:

We

Plunket Fleeson,
William Rush,
Isaac Howell,
Joseph Wharton,
William Pollard,
William Craig,
Philadelphia,

Ordered

Alexander Tod,
Robert M'Knight,
Jacob Weaver,
William Coats,
Samuel Wharton,
Jonathan Penrose.

2d October, 1788.

to lie

on the

table,

A let-

268
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A

]

from the Honorable Robert Morris and William Mac/ay, Efquires,
was prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.
letter

SIR,

WE

have this day been honored with the receipt of your letters, announcing the ele&ion which the General ArTembly have been pleafed
to make of us as Senators, to ferve this ftate in the Congrefs of the United
States j and indicating, that it would be agreeable to have our acceptance of
the appointment acknowledged in a letter to the Speaker.
Seniible as we are of the diftinguifhed confidence repofed in the perfons
to whom this important truft is committed, and feeling, as we ought, the
honor which the Houfe has conferred on us by that high degree of confidence, we do not hefitate to accept of the appointment.
Permit us at
the fame time to declare, that we do it in the hope of being ferviceable
to our country.
The high ftation to which we are chofen will afford us the
opportunities of meriting the approbation of the General AfTembly, and of
all our fellow-citizens.
It (hall be our ftudy to avail ourfelves of thofe opportunities, by a, faithful dilcharge of our duty.

We

have the honor

to be,

S I R,
Tour mojl

obedient

and humble fervants,

ROBERT MORRIS,
WILLIAM MACLAY.
To

the Honorable

Thomas Mifflin,

Efquire,

Speaker of the General Ajfembly o/"Pennfylvania.

A

petition from Chrijlian Holland, an infolvent debtor, confined in the
gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia, was read, praying to be releafed
from his confinement; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was

read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to
report thereon.

The committee
made

A

report,

Mr.

Will,

Mr.

Salter and

Mr. Kreemer,

to

appointed September 9th, on the petition of Benjamin Moore,

which was

read,

and

Ordered to lie on the table.
motion was made by Mr. Clymer, Seconded by Mr. Sckott, and adopted,

as follows, viz.

" Whereas the

various provifions neceffary to the prudent and equitable

"

fettlement of the contefted Pennfylvania and Connecticut claims to lands
within the county of Luzerne have demanded greater consideration than this
" Houfe have had it in their power to bellow, yet, highly feniible of the
" importance to the Hate of a fpeedy termination of thofe difputes
" Refolved, That this fubjedt be recommended to the early and ferious con" fideration of the fucceeding Houfe of Afiembly."
Agreeably to the order of the day, the report of the committee of the whole,
on the memorial of Eleazer Ofwald, read September 30th, was read the fecond

*'

:

time, as follows, viz.
Refolved,

[

*<S 9

^

That the charges exhibited by Colonel Eleazer Ofwald againft the
of the Supreme Court, and the teftimony given in Support of them,

Refolved,

Juftices

ground of impeachment.
motion was then made by Mr. Clymer, feconded by Mr. Peters,
To poftpone the coniideration of the faid report, in order to introduce the

are not a fufficient

A

following refolution, viz.

"

That this Houfe having in a committee of the whole gone into
examination of the charges exhibited by Eleazer Ofwald, of arbitrary
*' and oppreffive proceedings in the
Juftices of the Supreme Court againft the
" faid Eleazer Ofwald, are of opinion that the charges are unfupported by
" the teftimony adduced, and, confequently, that there is no juft caufe for
"

Rejolved,

a full

" impeaching

Which was

the faid Juftices."
carried in the affirmative.

was then moved by Mr. Findley, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,
To poftpone the confideration of the refolution moved by Mr. Clymer and
It

Mr. Peters, in order to fubftitute the following, viz.
" Whereas the conftitution of this commonwealth hath exprelly
" to every citizen the right of trial by jury in criminal profecutions

"

fore ufages,

fecured
;

there-

however ancient, or from whatever quarter they may have been

" introduced, cannot fuperfede this pofitive right.
" Although the courts of juftice, for their own defence and the protec" tion of the courfe of juftice, muft necefiarily poflefs the power of com**

pelling obedience to their authority, as well as

peace, order and decency

" in their prefence, yet this is no more than that right of repelling force by
" force, necellary for the exiftence and ufefulnefs of the courts of juftice,
" which is analogous to that right of felf-defence that every man naturally
" enjoys; yet, neverthelefs, fuch freedom of writing or Speaking, as is only
" calculated to difparage the perfons of the judges, or to influence the caufes

" depending
'•'

faid

before the courts, and not read or uttered in the prefence of the

courts,

although punifhable by indictment, ought not to be turned
construction or implication, at the difcretion of the

" into contempts, by
" judges Therefore
:

"

Refolved, That the proceedings of the Supreme Court againft Colonel
" Eleazer Ofwald, in punilhing him by fine and imprifonment at their difcre" tion for a constructive or implied contempt, not committed in the prefence

" of

the court, nor againft any officer or order thereof, but for writing and
publifhing improperly, or indecently, respecting a caufe depending before
" the Supreme Court, and respecting fome of the Judges of faid court, was
" an unconstitutional exercife of judicial power, and fets an alarming prece**

" dent, of the moll dangerous confequence

to the citizens of this

common-

" wealth.
" And whereas, though the conftitution of this commonwealth declares
" the printing preffes be open for the examination of every department of
" government, yet the legiflature hath hitherto neglected to define the nature
" of contempts, or

direct the nature or extent of their

punifhment, confe-

" quently the juftices have been left to act under the influence of arbitrary and
" illegal ufages Therefore
" Refolved, That it be Specially recommended to the enfuing General Af" fembly to define the nature and extent of contempts, and direct their pu" nifhments."
:

Z

3

On

[

On

the queftion,

afore/aid?"
Findley,

— the

and were

—

%J0

]

* Will the Houfe agree to the poftponement, for the purpofe
Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. Fitzfimons and Mr.
as follow,

YEAS.

viz.

2186
5

5
3

[

*7'i

]

YEAS.

YEAS.

v

Richard Willing,
1
Town/end Whelen,
1
17 Alexander Lowrey,

Adam

1

26

Hubley,

28 Thomas Mawhorter,
29 P<r/Yr Burkhalter,
30 P^zVr Ealer,

Clemfon,

21 Jacob Erb,
22 y<?i>tt Hopkins,
23 Michael Schmyfer,
.24 David M'Clellan,

3

1

David

iiZz/g^

1

James

14 Alexander Wright,

4 j^rc

16 Theophilus Philips,

1

Oliver,

17

18 James M'Lene,
19 James M'Calmont,
20 Robert Lollar,
21 Benjamin Rittenhoufe,
22 Jacob Mi/ey,
23 Robert Clark.

it

j^w

Irvine,

y ^ M'Dowell,
was carried
bill,

Gilchreejl,

in the affirmative.

entituled

"

_^« ./#? /o authorife the Supreme Executive Council to

draw on the State Treafurer for a fum of money, for defraying the expence of
purchafing of the Indians lands on Lake Erie," was read the third time, and

debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed,
law.

The

**

j^«

Flenniken,

5 Gabriel Heijler,

The

*'

y<j;6»

6 Jofeph Sands,
7 Philip Kreemer,
8 yo;6« Piper,

1

<c

Allifon,

2 Thomas Beale,
3 Thomas Kennedy,

1

*'

Davifon.

34

NAYS.

Mitchell,

9 William Findley,
10 James Barr,

So

p^;

y*w£

32 j^/z Car/on,
3 3 j^ra P# #/ Schott,

NAYS.
1

£///<?)%

27 Pe/Yr Trexler, jun.

19 Jofeph Work,

20 James

3^/^

"

An

for the purpofe of being enadted into a

grant the fum of one hundred and eightyfeven pounds ten (hillings to Captain William Rofs, in confideration of his
fervices to this commonwealth," was read the third time, and debated by
bill,

entituled

Ac~i to

paragraphs.
Ordered,
law.

The

bill,

That

it

be engroffed,

entituled

" An Ac! for rewarding

"

in apprehending George Sinclair,
time, and debated by paragraphs.

Ordered,

That

it

for the purpofe of being enacted into a
the perfon or perfons concerned

attainted by out-lawry,"

was read the third

be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enabled into a

law.

A tranfeript of the taxes affeffed on the inhabitants and taxable property
within the county of Wejlmoreland, for the year 1788, was prefented to the
chair, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Adjourned until four o'clock, P.

M.
Eodem

\

*7 2

C

]

Eodem Die,

M.

P.

The Houfe met purfuant to
The following bills having

adjournment.
been brought in engroffed, were feverally comthe table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to lign the

pared at
fame, viz.

A SUPPLEMENT
" an act, entituled " An
" lands within this fate."
i

An

ACT

to

an

AB

aft,

"

entitided

for granting and

for the payment of an additional

An

fittn

alter and amend
of the unappropriated

Act to

difpofing

of money

to

Gunning Bed-

ford and others, for their fervices in creeling a triumphal arch in the city of
Philadelphia.
authorife the Supreme Executive Council to draw on the State
An

ACTrt

Treafurer for a fum of money, for defraying the expence of purchafng of the
Indians lands on Lake Erie.
to recompence John Hague, for introducing into this fate a nfeful
An

ACT
exonerate the frantier inhabitants of Waihington county from
An ACT
the payment of taxes.
An ACT in aid of an abl of the Delaware fate, for the fettlement of the
accounts of the Wilmington
fettle the accounts of certain commifappoint comm/floners
An ACT
machine for carding cotton.
to

lottery.

to

/«

foners,

who, by a certain acl of Affembly pajjed the c>th day of March, 1771,
were appointed to fettle the accounts of certain other comm'ifjioners, who, by a
certain acl of AJembly paffed the 20th day of September, 1765, were appointed
to fettle the accounts of the managers of a lottery which had been fet up and
drawn, for the purpofe of creeling a bridge over Skippack creek, in the then
county of Philadelphia (now Montgomery)
and fubferiptions for perfecting faid bridge.

An

ACT for

and

to receive

voluntary donations

of ground, therein defcribed, with the buildings
and improvements thereon ereSled and made, in the Trufees of Dickenfon college,
in the borough of Carlifle, in the county of Cumberland.
ft incorporate the Epifcopal congregation of St. James, at PerAn
vefting

a

lot

ACT

kiomen,
mery.

in

townfip of New-Providence,

the

The member

appointed to collect the

prefented to the chair a receipt

tendance,
vania Hofpital for the

of fines by

The

him

and the county of Montgo-

from the members for non-atfrom the Treafurer of the Pennjyl-

fines

fum of fourteen pounds

ten fillings,

being the amount

collected.

report on the petition of

fames Rumfey and

others, read Oclober 2d,

v/as read the fecond time.

Ordered,

That

it

be referred to the confideration of the fucceeding Houfe.

Adjourned until nine o'clock to-morrow, A.

M.

Saturday , October^ 1788.

A. M.

The Houfe met
The committee

purfuant to adjournment.
appointed Oclober iff., to infpect the files of the Houfe,
and report fuch of the bufinefs unfinifhed as they may deem necefiary to be

recom-

;

:

.
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recommended

to the fucceeding General AfTembly, made report, which was
and
on
motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond
;
-time, and adopted, as follows, viz.
The committee appointed to report on the unfinished bufinefs, offer the following refolution
Re/olved, That the bill, entituled " An A£l for ereSling part of the county
" of Cumberland into a feparate county-;"
The bill, entituled " An Aft to enable aliens to pur chafe and hold real ejlates
;"
*' within this commonwealth

•read

The
**

warrants

The

entituled

bill,

"

An AB

to enable the

Land-Officers to

ijfue

re-locating

in the cafes therein defcribed;"

report of the committee on the

memorial of the Reverend Dr. William

Smith

The
The
The
The
The

report on the eftablifhment of an afTay-ofKce
report on the petition of Evan Owen ;

.;

petition of Frances Budden;

John M'Calmont;
from the inhabitants of Huntingdon county, refpe&ing the

petition of
petitions

county lines;

The

and againfl declaring Aughwick and Standing-Stone creeks
be fpecially recommended to the fucceeding General Af-

petitions for

public highways

;

fembly.

The committee of
and by

fpecial order,

accounts made report, which was read ; and on motion,
the fame was read the fecond time, and adopted, as fol-

lows, viz.

The committee of
That

there

is

accounts beg leave to report

due to

Dun lap

for the General AfTembly,

and

Claypoole,

for

fundry printing work done
to October 3d enfuing,

from March 28th, 1788,

forty-one pounds eleven Jihillings.
To Thomas Bradford, for printing the laws to this day, one hundred and
ninety-feven pounds one Jhilling and nine-pence
To Melchior St/mer, for printing in German 1000 copies of the refolves re-

fpe&ing the calling of the State Convention, four pounds ten Jhillings.
To Hall and Sellers, for printing the minutes of the nrft and fecond feffions
of the Twelfth General AfTembly, two hundred and fifty-three pounds twelve
fallings.

To Thomas

Lloyd, for four volumes of the debates of the General AfTem-

bly, three pounds ten fallings.

To

William Spottfwood, for ferving the General AfTembly with fix fetts of
the Pennjylvania Herald, from 30th September, 1787, to 30th January, 1788,
four months, three pounds ten fallings.
To William Woodhoufe, for ftationary, &c. delivered for the ufe of the General AfTembly, from June 1 ft, 1787, to Ottober 3d, 1788, forty-five pounds
falling and even-pence halfpenny.
ioneTo Michael Billmeyer, for printing the bills for confideration and the minutes, in the German language, of the fecond feffion of the Twelfth General

f

AfTembly, one hundred and twenty-feven pounds ten fallings and eight-pence.
Refolved, That the Speaker draw an order on the State Treasurer, in favor
of Dunlap and Claypoole, in full of their account, for forty-one pounds eleven
/hillings.

A

4

In

:
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In favor of Thomas Bradford, in full of his account, for one hundred and
nincty-feven pounds one Orilling and nine-pence.
In fiivor of Melchior Steiner, in full of his account, for four pounds ten
fillings.

In favor of Hail and Sellers, in full of their account, for two hundred and
fifty-three pounds twelve fillings.
In favor of Thomas Lloyd, in full of his account, for three pounds ten fallings.

In favor of William Spottfwood, in full of his account, for three pounds
ten /hillings.

In favor of William Woodhoufe, in full of his account, for forty-five pounds
one frilling and feven-pencc half-penny.
In favor of Michael Billmeyer, in full of his account, for one hundred and
twenty-feven pounds ten jhillings and eight-pence.
The committee to whom was referred the petition of a number of the inhabitants of Heidleberg townfhip, complaining of the divifion line between
the counties of Lancafter and Dauphin run by three of the commiflioners appointed, viz. Thomas Clark, Jofoua Elder and John Clendenen, made report,
which was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the

fecond time

:

Whereupon

not fufficient caufe fhewn for invalidating the act of
the three commiflioners, eftablifhing the divifion line run between the counties of Lancajler and Dauphin.
The report of the committee, read September 27th laft, on the memorial of
Meflieurs Turnbull, Marmie and Company, was read the fecond time, and
Refolved,

That

there

is

adopted, as follows, viz.

The committee,

whom

was referred the memorial of Meflieurs Turnbull,
the
feveral papers accompanying the fame, tranfMarmie and Company, and
mitted by the Executive Council, report
That enquiring into the circumftances of this cafe, they find the meto

had contracted with the Board of Treafury of the United States.
for the fupply of the troops on the weftern frontiers, and in March 1787 received, in part payment of the fupplies, two warrants upon the Treafurer of
the United States, which were exchanged for orders on the Treafurer of Pennfyhania, one for five, the other for three thoufand dollars fpecie ; that in lieu
of the firft named warrant, they accepted from the faid Treafurer his orders on
feveral County Treafurers, part of which orders ftill remain unfatisfied, and
of the part received, fome of it was in paper in a depreciated ftate, and fome
in fpecie, but for which the memorialifts were obliged to allow a difcount
That the other warrant for three thoufand dollars, though prefented fo
long ago as the month of June, 1787, at which time the Treafurer engaged
for the payment, the ftate having credit for the amount with the United States,
is yet altogether unfatisfied ; and that the memorialifts, having given up their
original order on the Treafurer of the United States for this order on the
Treafurer of Pennfylvania, they are left without remedy againft the United
morialifts

States.

The committee

done to from the payments

are fully fenfible of the great hard (hip or injufiice

the mcmorialftis, as well on account of the lofs arifing
made them in depreciated paper in the one cafe, as in the total failure of payment in the other, and fincerely wifh they could point out to the Houfe any
mode of relief j but confidering this cafe as coming within the executive de-

partment

C
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partment of government, they cannot recommend any legiflative interference therein, other than the following refolution
Refolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be furnithed with a copy
:

of this report.

The

report of the committee, read September 30th

on the

laft,

letter

from

the Honorable the Vice-Prelident, together with the letter from the Comptroller-General, was read the fecond time: Whereupon
Refolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be requefted to apply to
the Congrefs of the United States, to continue the prefent commiffioner for
fettling the accounts of this ftate with the United States for fix months beyond

A

which

his prefent appointment mail expire.
was
motion
made by Mr. Findley, feconded by Mr.

the time, at

Cly?ner,

as follows,

viz.

" Whereas the making
**
*'

a good central road from Philadelphia to the weftern extremity of this ftate would greatly promote, not only the fale of

public lands, but alfo the population, agriculture and commerce of this
as well as facilitate the defence thereof, and alfo contribute greatly to the accommodation of the United States
" Refolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be, and they hereby are

" commonwealth,
f*

«'

:

Commifiioners, to examine

authorifed to appoint

" and mark out

the neareft and beft track for a road

from

,

the higheft fufficient boatable waters of the
" weft branch of that river, and from thence to the neareft good boatable
" waters of the Allegheny river, and from thence by the neareft and beft
',*

"
"
"
«-«

on the SuJquehanna

courfes to
lies

to

river,

that tract of land referved

by the

ftate

of ConneElicut, which

betwixt the weftern line of this ftate and Lake Erie, fo as to crofs, as
admit, the middle of the faid weftern line of

nearly as the ground will
this ftate.

"

That the Commifiioners

appointed (hall receive
" Jhillings per day, befides .the expence of Pilots, to be paid out of the fur" plufage of the fees received in the land-office, which remains after paying
f the falaries of the Land- Officers."
Ordered, That it be fpecially recommended to the confideration of the
Refolved,

fo

fucceeding Houfe of Affembly.
The committee of accounts made report, which was read > and on motion,
and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, as follows, viz.
The committee of accounts beg leave to report
That they have received of David Rittenhouf, Efquire, State Treafurer, the
fum of four thotifand nine hundred and twenty-four pounds feven Jhillings and
three-pence, in bills of credit of this commonwealth, emitted by acl of Affembly pafTed March 16th, 1785, which he hath received of the Truftees of the

Loan-Office, viz.
800 bills of twenty fillings each
ditto fifteen fillings each
1 2 19
2700 ditto ten Jloillings each
3200 ditto five jhillings each

2000
4401
1 000 1
8400

ditto

two

ditto

one Jhilling

and fix-pence each
and fix-pence each

Jhillings

ditto

nine-pence each

ditto

three-pence each

Making

£800

in the whole,

y

-

'

t
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And

they have alfo received the lum of three thoufand five hundred and
ninety-two dollars and three fourths of a dollar in treafury notes, and three
.hundred and fifty -feven pounds in. bills of credit, commonly called ftate ifland
money ; all of which feveral fums they have examined, counted, burnt and
deftroyed, according to lav/.
The report of the committee, read OBober 2d, on the petition of John
Franklin, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the confideration thereof be poftponed.

On motion,
Refohed, That the Speaker be directed to draw on the Treasurer of this
ftate, in favor of Peter Z. Lloyd, Clerk, and Jacob Shallus, Affiftant Clerk
of the General AfTembly, for the fum of fifty pounds each, as a full compenfation for their extra fervices.

In favor of James Martin and Jofepb Fry, for twenty pounds each, as a full
compenfation for their extra fervices as Serjeant-at-Arms and Door-keeper to
the General AfTembly.
A motion was made by Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. M'Dowell,
That the letters from the Prefidents of the Conventions of the ftates of
Majfachufetts, New-York and Virginia, inclofing the ratifications of the federal conftitution by the faid ftates, with the amendments thereto by them propofed, and the letter from the Prefident of the Convention of the ftate of
North-Carolina, inclofing the proceedings of the faid Convention, be fpecially
recommended to the fucceeding Houfe of AfTembly.
And on the queftion, " Will the Houfe adopt the faid motion ?" the
Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. Clymer and Mr. Peters, and were as

—

follow,

viz.

YEAS.

—

1
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appointed to affix the feal to the laws, reported that they
to the following laws, viz.

The committee
had

affixed the feal

I.

ACT for

An

]

allowing a further time to diftribute the donation lands pro-

mijedto the troops of this commonwealth.

ACT

incorporate the members of the religious fociety of Roman
Catholics belonging to the congregation of St. Mary'j church, in the city of PhiII.

An

to

ladelphia.

ACT

the fervices of Lieutenant-Colonel Francis
in infpeSling the militia of the fate, and the public arms and for es.

An

III.

Mentges,

ACT

for the

Derry,

in

An

IV.

Wayne and

compenfate

to

ACT

of the fuffering inhabitants of the townjhips of
the county of Cumberland.
relief

the fever al impojl laws of this
fate, as confines the allowing of draw-backs on goods exported to the original importers thereof, and obliges the exporter to produce certificates of the landing

V.

An

alter

to

and amend fo much of

offuch goods.

ACT

to fufpend, for fix months, the powers of the commiffioners of
VI. An
the feveral counties of this fate to make fale of unfeated lands for non-payment
of taxes.

ACT

An

incorporate the Prefbyterian church of
in Bart townfoip, in the comity of Lancafter.

VII.

VIII.
'*

A SUPPLEMENT

to

an oB, entituled "

An

Middle Oclorara,

Aft

to divide

Wafh-

ington county into eledion diftridts."

IX.

An

ACT

and Wafhington

for erecting certain parts of the counties of
into a feparate county.

X. An A C T
Northumberland,
in

to

Weftmoreland

townpips of Penns and Beaver, in the county of
into a feparate di/lricl, and alter the place of holding elections
the third dijirict in the faid county of Northumberland.

XL An ACT
and Franklin, and

An

to erect the

to alter certain election difricts

to efiablifh

ACT

new

within the counties of

Dauphin

ones therein.

of ground, herein defcribed, with the
buildings and improvements thereon ereBed and made, in the Trufees of Dickinfon college, in the borough of Carlifle, in the county of Cumberland.

XII.

XIII.

An A C T

Perkiomen,

XIV. An

for vefiing a

to

lot

incorporate the Epifcopal congregation of St. James, at
of New-Providence, and county of Montgomery.

in the townfiip

ACT

to

authorife

the

Supreme Executive Council

to

draw

on the

State Treafurer for a fum of money, for defraying the expence of purchafing of
the Indians lands on Lake Erie.

XV. An

ACT

to efiablifh a

and for other purpofes

Board of Wardens for

the port of Philadelphia,

therein mentioned.

XVI. An

^79
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T

A C directing the times, places and manner of holding elections
Reprefentatives
for
oS this fate in the Congrefs of the United States, and for
appointing EleSlars, on the part of this Jiate, Sor chafing a Prefdent a?id VicePrefdent of the United States.
XVI. An

ACT

XVII. An
in aid of an acl of the Delaware fate, for the fettlement
of the accounts of the Wilmington lottery.

ACT

An

XVIII.

/« appoint commiffioners to fettle the accounts of certain
who, by a certain aB of Ajfembly paffed the ninth day of March,
one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-one, were appointed to fettle the ac-

commiffioners,

counts^

of certain other commiffioners, who, by a certain atl of Aj'embly pafed the
twentieth day of September, one thoufand feven hundred and fxty-five, were
appointed to fettle the accounts of the managers of a lottery which had been
fet up and drawn, for the purpofe of erecting a bridge over Skippack creek,
in the then county of Philadelphia (now Montgomery) and to receive voluntary donations and fubfcriptions for perfecting faid bridge.

A SUPPLEMENT

XIX.

an acl, entituled " An Aft to alter and
aft, entituled " An Aft for granting and difpofmg
of the unappropriated lands within this fate."
to

" amend an
f*

XX. An

ACT

ufeful machine

ty

recompence John Hague, for introducing into this fate a

/«

Sor carding

cotton.

XXI. An ACT to exonerate
from the payment of taxes.

the frontier inhabitants

oS Washington coun-

ACT Sor

XXII. An
ning Bedford and
.city

others,

the payment of an additional Sum of money to
for their fervices in erecting a triumphal arch

Gunin the

of Philadelphia.

XXIII.

A SUPPLEMENT

to

an

adl,

entituled

" An Act

to enforce

" the due collection and payment of taxes within this commonwealth."

XXIV. An

ACT

for the better afcertaining and making good

loffes

of public

monies by robberies.

XXV.
" Act

^SUPPLEMENT

to an aSi of General Affembly, entituled "
for erecting the fouthern fuburbs of the city of Philadelphia into the

An

"

diftrict of Soutbwark,
for making the flreets and roads already laid out
" therein public roads and highways, and for regulating fuch other flreets
" and roads as the inhabitants thereof may hereafter lay out, and for other
-" ufes and purpofes therein mentioned."

ACT for the relief of Sarah Caldwell.
An ACT
incorporate the members of the religious Society of Ger-

XXVI. An
XXVII.
man Roman

to

Catholics of the church called the

Holy

Trinity, in the city oS Phi-

ladelphia.

XXVIII. An
George

ACT

for rewarding the perfons concerned

in

apprehending

Sinclair, attainted by out-lawry.

XXIX. An

280

[

XXIX. An
pounds ten
to this

{hillings to

grant the fum of one hundred and eighty-feven
Captain William Rofs, in confideration of his fervices
to

commonwealth.

XXX.
the

ACT

]

A SUPPLEMENT

fiffiery

Which

to

an

ail,

entituled

"

An

Aft for regulating

in the river Conejiogoe.

laws were,

as ufual,

depofited in the Rolls-Office.

be prefented to the
Refohed, unanimously, That the thanks of this Houfe
to the duattention
impartial
and
able
Honorable Speaker, for his affiduous,
ties

of his ftation.

The Houfe

then rofe fine

die.

PETER

Z.

LLOYD,

Clerk of the General AJfembly.
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|

Monday

',

|

General Assembly.

OElober 27, 1788.

M.

P.

THIS
atives

being the day appointed by the conftitution for the meeting of
the General Affembly, a number of gentlemen, elected as reprefentto ferve for the enfuing year, met accordingly j but not being a

quorum,
Adjourned

until three o'clock

to-morrow, P.

Tuefday, OElober 28,

A
a

1788.

number of gentlemen met purfuant

quorum,
Adjourned

until three o'clock

M.

adjournment; but not being

to

to-morrow, P.

M.

Wednefday, OElober 29, 1788.

A
a

number of gentlemen met purfuant

quorum,
Adjourned

until three o'clock

to

P.

adjournment

to-morrow, P.

A

number of gentlemen met purfuant

quorum,
Adjourned

until three o'clock to

morrow, P.

A
a

number of gentlemen met purfuant

quorum,
Adjourned

until half paft nine o'clock

to

;

but not being

M.

1788.

Friday, October 31,

but not being

M.

P.

adjournment

to

;

M.

M.

Thurfday, OElober 30, 1788.
a

M.

P.

P.

M.

adjournment j but not being

to-morrow, A.

M.
Saturday,

[

Saturday^

A

November

number of gentlemen

On
The

4

]

i,

1788.

fufficient to conftitute a

A. M.

quorum met;

and,

motion,

in the city of Philadelphia, and in the
Lancajler, York, Cumberland, Berks,
Chejler,
Philadelphia,
Bucks,
of
counties
Northampton, Bedford, Northumberland, Wejlmoreland, Wajlnngtcn, Franklin,
Montgomery, Dauphin and Huntingdon, were rea'd, by which it appeared that
the following gentlemen were returned as reprefentatives for the laid city and
counties refpectively, for the enfuing year, viz.

returns of the elections held

For the

city of

Philadelphia.

Michael Schmyfer,

George Clymer,

Henry

'Thomas Fitzfimons,
"Jacob Hiltzheimer,

Jofepb Reed.

Lawrence

Sickle,

William Lewis.

For the county of Philadelphia.
Richard Peters,

Tyfon,

For the county of Cumberland.

David

Mitchell,

Thomas Kennedy,
Thomas Beale,
Jonathan Hoge.

William M'Pherfon,

John

Salter,

George Logan,
William Robinfon, jun.

For the county of Bucks.
Gerardus Wynkoop,
John Chapman,
Valentine Upp,
Samuel Foulke.
For the county of Chester.
Richard Thomas,
James Moore,

Mark

Wilcox,

John McDowell,
Caleb James,

Ricbr^d Downing, jun.

For the county of Lancaster.

For the county of Berks.
Jojeph Heijler,
Gabriel Heijler,
Jofeph Sands,
Daniel Broadhead,

John Ludwig.
For the county of

Northampton.

Peter Trexler, jun.
Peter Paler,

Conrad Ihrie, jun.
Stephen Balliot.

For the county of Bedford.
Jacob Say lor,

John Piper.
For the county of Northumb".
Samuel Maclay,

John White.

Alexander Lowrey,

James Clem/on,
John Hopkins,
James Cunningham,
Jacob Erb,
Henry Dering.

For the county of York.

David M'Clellan,
Thomas Clingan,
Thomas Lilley,

For the county of Westmoreland.
James Barr,
John Irvine,
William Todd.

For the county of Washington.
James Marjljall,
James Allifon,
John Nevil,
Alexander Wright.

For

[
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For the county of Franklin.
James M'Lene,

For the county of Dauphin,
Jacob Miley,
Adam Orth,

"James John/on.

For the county of

John Car/on.

Montgomery.

Robert hollar,

Jacob

For the county of Huntingdon.

Reiff,

Hugh

Davifon.

from the

-counties

Peter Richard's,

Jonathan Roberts.

No

Note.

returns have been received

of Fayette and

Luzerne.

MEMBERS PRESENT.
George Clymer,

Richard Downing, jun.

Thomas Fitzfimons,
Jacob Hiltzheimer,
Lawrence Sickle,

James Clem/on,
John Hophns,
James Cunningham?
Thomas Lilley,
Henry Tyfon,

William Lewis,

Richard Peters,
V/iliiam

John

MP
(

her/on,

Jofeph Reed,

David

Stephen Balliot,
John Piper,

John White,
James Barr,
William Todd,
John Nevil,
Alexander Wright,

Gerardus Wynioop.,

Thomas Kennedy?

James M'Lene,
James Johnfon,

John Chapman,

Jonathan Hoge,

Robert Lollar,

Valentine Upp,

Gabriel Heijler,
Jofeph Sands,
Daniel Broadhead,

Jacob Reiff,
Peter Richards,
Jonathan Roberts,
Jacob Miley,
Adam Orth,
Hugh Davifon.

Salter,

Samuel Foulke,
Richard Thomas,
James Moore,

Mark

Mitchell,

John Ludwig,
Peter Trexler, jun.
Peter Ealer,
Conrad Ibrie, jun.

Wilcox,

John M'Dowell,
Caleb James,

The Houfe
taken,

it

proceeded to the election of a Speaker, and the ballots being
appeared that the Honorable
Efquire,

RICHARD PETERS,

was unanimously

elected.

Mr. Speaker, being placed

in the chair,

was qualified conformably

to the

directions of the constitution.

The members

prefent were then feverally qualified according to the direc-

tions of the constitution.

The Houfe

then proceeded to the choice of a Clerk and Affiftant-Clerk,

PETER ZACHART

and the ballots being taken, it appeared that
Efquire, was unanimouily elected Clerk, and
US, Efquire, elected Afiiftant-Clerk, who appearing in the
S
Houfe, were feverally qualified to the faithful execution of their refpective

JACOB

LLOYD,
HA L L
offices.

A

from Jofeph Fry was read, praying to be appointed Door-keeper.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from James Martin, Nicholas Weaver and Jofeph Price were read,
feverally praying to be appointed Serjeant at Arms.
Ordered to lie on the table.
petition

B

The

C
The Houfe

6
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then proceeded to the choice of a Serjeant at Arms and
and the ballots being taken, it appeared that "James Mar-

Door-keeper,
tin was duly elected Serjeant at Arms, and 'Jofefb Fry Door-keeper; and
they were feverally qualified to the faithful performance of their refpective
duties.

On

motion,

Refolved,

adopted for

That the rules and regulations of the late Houfe of Aflembly be
the government of the prefent Houfe, until a fett of rules and

regulations (hall be brought forward, and agreed to.

A

motion was made by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Fitzfimons,
That the members of this Houfe ieverally take and fubfcribe the follow-

ing oath or affirmation, viz.
" You do fwear (or affirm) that you will fupport the conftitution of the
" United States, as propofed by a Convention of the faid ftates at Phila" delphia, on the feventeenth day of September, in the year of our Lord one
" thoufand feven hundred and eighty-feven, and as the fame has fince been

"

ratified in the

manner

therein prefcribed."

was then moved by Mr. Wright, feconded by Mr. Hoge,
To poftpone the further consideration of the faid motion ;
Which was carried in the affirmative.
It

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

Monday

',

The Houfe met

A

on Monday next, A. M.

November

3,

1788.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

of a reprefentative to ferve in Aflembly for. the
was
read,
by which it appeared that Obadiah Gore*
county of Luzerne
Efquire, was duly returned as reprefentative for faid county for the enfuing
return of the election

year.

Jacob Erb, Efq; elected a reprefentative for the county of Lancafter, and
Obadiah Gore, Efq; elected a reprefentative for the county of Luzerne, appearing in the Houfe, were feverally qualified conformably to the directions
of the conftitution, and admitted to take their feats.
A petition from divers inhabitants of the county of Chefter was read, fetting forth, that the election of reprefentatives in the Congrefs of the United
States is directed to be holden on the fecond day of the court to be held for
the laid county ; that by the act for regulating the general elections within
this commonwealth it is provided, that no freeman fhall be entitled to vote
at any other place than the diftrict in which fuch perfon inhabits, whereby a
great number of the freemen, who are obliged to attend the faid court, will
be precluded from voting, unlefs permitted to vote at the court-houfe in faid
county j and praying relief in the premifes.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from Jofeph R. Robin/on, an infolvent debtor, confined in the
gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia, was read, praying to be releafed
from his imprilbnment.
Ordered to lie on the table.

On

On

1

7

[
motion,

Ordered,

That Mr. M'Dowcll, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Nevil be

a committee,

to inform Council that the Houfe, being met, are ready to receive any buiineis they may have to lay before them.

On

motion,

That Mr. Fitzfimons, Mr. Salter, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Moore, Mr.
Mr. Hoge, Mr. Broadhead, Mr.''Balhot, Mr. Piper, Mr.
flT£/ft, Mr. 7W4 Mr. Nevil, Mr. John/ion, xMr. Ls/Z^r, Mr. Or//§, Mr. Gon?
and Mr. Davifon be a committee, to devife ways and means for the fupplies
of the current year.
Rejblved, That Mr. Thomas, Mr. Lilley, Mr. Broadhead, Mr. Kennedy and
Mr. hollar be a committee of accounts for the enfuing year, and that they
be and are hereby empowered to fend for perfons and papers.
Ordered, That Mr. Broadhead, Mr. Balliot and Mr. Piper be a committee
to examine the Laws and Minutes of the Houfe, prepare them for publication, and correcl: them at the prefs.
Ordered,

Clem/on, Mv.Lifley,

On

motion,

Ordered,
tee,

That Mr. Clymer, Mr. M'Dowell and Mr. hollar be a commitdraught of rules and regulations for the government of the

to prepare a

Houfe.

On

motion,

Ordered,
tee,

That Mr.

to infpedl the

ward fuch
Ordered,

Fitzfimons,

Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Nevil be a commitlate Houfe of Affembly, and bring for-

Minutes of the

bulinefs as

may be

neceffary to lay before this Houfe.

That Mr. Richards be appointed

to collecl the fines that

incurred, by tranfgreffing the rules and regulations

which

are or

may be
may be

adopted for the government of this Houfe.
The committee appointed this forenoon, to inform Council that the
Houfe, being met, are ready to receive any bufinefs they may have to lay before them, reported their having performed that fervice, and received for anfwer, that Council were preparing a meffage, which would be ready to be
laid before the

On

Houfe

this day.

motion,

That Friday next be affigned for the choice of Printers, to puband that notice of this order be
the Laws and Journals of this Houfe

Refolved,
lifti

;

inferted in one of the daily news-papers to be printed in the city of Philadelphia

to-morrow.

On

motion,

That Mr. Hiltzheimer, Mr. M'Pherfon, Mr. Foulke, Mr. Wilcox,
Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Tyfon, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Sands, Mr. Ealer, Mr. Piper,
Mr. White, Mr. Barr, Mr. Nevil, Mr. M'Lene, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Orth, Mr.
Gore and Mr. Davifon be a committee, to whom all the claims of individuals
Ordered,

againft this ftate be referred.

On

motion of Mr. Fitzjimons, feconded by Mr. Foulke,
Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. M'Dowell,
Mr. Hoge, Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Lollar be a committee to revife the criminal
laws of this

ftate,

and to report fuch alterations therein as they

may deem

neceffary.

The
fented

Secretary of Council attending at the door, was introduced, and prethe chair a meffage from the Honorable the Vice-Prefident and

to

the Supreme Executive Council, which was read, as follows, viz.

A MES-

8

£

A MESSAGE

from

the

]

Vice-President and

tive Council

to the

the

Supreme Execu-

General Assembly.

GENTLEMEN,

WE

have appointed Richard Butler and John Gibfon, Efquires, to carry

into effect, as far as circumftances will permit, the resolution of the

General Affembly of the i^th of September laft, which authorifes Council
to purchafe the tract of country lying between the northern boundary of this
flate and Lake Erie.
Such parts of the furplus donation lands as have not been furveyed mould,
learn that
in the opinion of Council, be freed from the appropriation.
fome fettlements are already forming, and others are in contemplation, on
thole lands, which make it neceffary fome fteps ihould be taken to prevent
future embarrafTments to government.
The boundary lines of the flate being compleated, it will be neceffary to
confirm them by law.
tranfmit herewith a letter from the Board of Treafury of the United
States of the 19th of September, refpecting penfioners ; a copy of inflections given by Council to the Commiffioners appointed to treat with Inand a letter from Captain Hart, which merits the attention of the ledians

We

We
•,

giflature.

DAVID REDICK.

Council-Chamber,
Philadelphia,

November

3^,

1788.

the feveral papers therewith tranfmited were alfo read \ and on motion, and by fpecial order, the faid meffage and papers were read the fecond

And

time.
Ordered,

That they be referred to Mr. Fitzfimons, Mr. M'Pherfon and
Mr. M'Lene, to arrange the fubject matters, and report thereon.
Adjourned

until half paft nine o'clock

T.uefday^

The Houfe met

to-morrow, A.

November 4, 17 88.

M.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

county of Bedford,
John Irwin, Eiquire, elected a reprelentative for the county of Wejhnoreland, and John Car-Jon, Efquire, elected a reprefentative for the county of
Dauphin, appearing in the Houfe, were feverally qualified conformably to
the directions of the conflitution, and admitted to take their feats.
A letter from Alexander Loivrey, Efquire, elected a reprefentative for the
county of Lancajler, in excufe for his non-attendance, was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from John Glenn was read, fctting forth, that in order to fupply the army of the United States he fold to the contractors property to 3
Jacob Saylor, Eiquire,

considerable

amount;

elected

that,

a reprefentative for the

inftead of receiving

payment

therefor, his ac-

counts were liquidated, and certificates granted in lieu thereof; that by reafon of his not receiving payment of the amount of his account, he was

compelled to borrow feveral fums of money for the fupport of himfelf and
which fums of money his eftate has been taken in execution and

family, for

advertiied

II

9

[

]

advertifed for fale, to pay his creditors

and praying the Houfe to grant him
j
the fum of five hundred pounds of the money lent by him to this ftate, or
fuch other prefent relief as this Houfe may deem juft; and on motion, and
by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on claims, to report
thereon.

The petition
nth laft, was

of John Cart, read in the late Houfe of Affembly September
prefented to the chair, and read; and on motion, and by
fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
On motion,
Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. M'Pberfon, Mr. Moore, Mr. Tyfon and
Mr. Loliar be a committee, to confer with Council concerning the time,
place and manner of ele&ing a Prefident and Vice-Prefident of the Supreme
Executive Council.
The committee appointed yefterday, on the meffage from the Vice-Prethe Supreme Executive Council, made report, which was read
and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time

fident and

j
:

Whereupon
That the inftrudtions to Richard Butler and John Gib/on, Efquires,
be referred to Mr. Fitzjimons, Mr. Irwin and Mr. Nevil, to report thereon.
Refolved, That that part of the meffage of Council which refpects the
donation lands, together with the letter from Jonathan Hart, be referred to
Mr. M'Dowe/l, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Broadhead, to report thereon.
Refolved, That that part of the meffage of Council which refpects the
boundary lines of this ftate be referred to Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Cunningham
and Mr. Richards, to report thereon.
Refolved, That the report of the Board of Treafury of the United States,
reflecting penfioners, be referred to the committee on ways and means, to
Refolved,

report thereon.

The petition of divers inhabitants of the county of Chejler, read yefterday,
was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Fitzjimons, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr.

M

c

Lene, to report thereon.
The petition of Jofeph R. Robinfon, read yefterday, was read the fecond
time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Sickle, Mr. Richards and Mr. Roberts,
to report thereon.

The committee

appointed to infpect the minutes of the late Houfe of Affembly, and bring forward fuch bufinefs as may be neceffary to lay before
this Houfe, made report, which was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial
order, the fame was read the fecond time
Whereupon
Refolved, That the requifitions of Congrefs for the years 1787 and 1788,
and the act of Congrefs refpeding penfioners, be referred to the* committee
on ways and means, to report thereon.
Refolved, That the fubject of the motion adopted in the late Houfe
October 3d, together with the papers relative to the faid fubjecl, viz. the
disturbances in confequence of the contefted claims to lands within the
county of Luzerne, be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. McDowell, Mr. Downing, Mr. Hoge, Mr. Nevil and Mr. Johnfon, to report thereon.
:

C

Refolved,

;

IO

[

]

Refohed, That the bill, enlituled " An Atl to enable aliens to purchafe and
" hold real ejlates within this commonwealth," be referred to Mr. Clymer,
Mr. Lewis and Mr. Balliot, to report thereon.
Refohed, That the report on the memorial of Dr. William Smith be referred to Mr. Fitzfimons, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. M'Dowell, Mr.
Hoge, Mr. G. Heijler and Mr. M'Lene, to report thereon.
Refohed, That the report relative to the eftablifhment of an affay office be
referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Wilcox and Mr. John/on, to report thereon.
Refohed, That the petition of Frances Budden be referred to Mr. Lewis,
Mr. Hoge and Mr. Broadhead, to report thereon.
Refohed, That the report on the petition from the county of Huntingdon,
refpeding the county lines, be referred to the members from the counties
of Bedford and Huntingdon, with the addition of Mr. Cunningham and Mr.
Lollar, to report thereon.

Ordered, That the further confideration of the remainder of the faid report be poftponed.

The committee

appointed yefterday, to prepare a draught of rules and

regulations for the government of the Houfe,

made

report,

which was

read,

and

Ordered to

on the table.
appointed to confer with Council refpeding the time,
place and manner of eleding a Prefident and Vice- Prefident, reported, that
Council recommend that to-morrow morning, at eleven o'clock, be affigned
for holding the faid eledion, and that the Affembly-Chamber be the place
and they propofe the following order of proceffion, viz.
lie

The committee

ORDER

of

PROCESSION.

Conftables, with their ftaves.
Sub-Sheriffs, with their wands.

High-Sheriff and Coroner,
Judges of the Supreme Court,

with their wands.

and Judges of the High Court of

Errors and Appeals.

Attorney-General, and Prothonotary of the Supreme Court.

Marfhal of the i^dmiralty.

Judge and Regilter of the Admiralty.

Wardens of the Port of

Philadelphia.

Naval- Officer, Colledor of the Cuftoms, and Tonnage-Officer.
Treafurer and Comptroller-General.
Secretary of the Land-Office.

Receiver-General and Surveyor-General.
Juflices of the Peace.

Prothonotary of the Court of

Common

Pleas,

and

Clerk of the Court of Quarter Seffions.

Clerk

»

C

]

Clerk of the City Court.
Mailer of the Rolls and Regirter of Wills.
Regifter of

German

PafTengers and Collector of Excife

in the City

and County.

Affiftant-Secretary of the Council.

Secretary of Council.

His Excellency the President, and Honorable the Vice-President.

Members of

the Council, two and two.

Door-keeper of the Council.
Serjeant at

Arms, with the mace.

Clerks of the General Affembly.

Honorable the Speaker of the General Affembly.

Members of

the General Affembly,

two and two.

Door-keeper of the General Affembly.
Provoft and Faculty of the Univerfity.
Officers of the Militia.

Citizens.

On

motion,

Ordered, That Mr. Salter and Mr. John/on be a committee, to affix the
the laws which may be enacted by this Houfe.
Adjourned until half paft nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

feal to

Wednefday, November
The Houfe met

5,

1788.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

A

return of the election of reprefentatives to ferve in Affembly for the
county of Fayette was read, by which it appeared that John Gilchreejl and
Theophilus Philips, Efquires, were duly
faid

returned as reprefentatives for the

county for the entiling year.

Henry Dermg, Efquire, elected a reprefentative for the county of LancaJler, and John Gilchreejl and Theophilus Philips, Efquires, elected reprefentatives for the county of Fayette, appearing in the Houfe, were feverally qualified conformably to the directions of the constitution, and admitted to take
their feats.

The

Churchwardens and Veftrymen of the ProteChurch of St. John, at Tori-town, in the county of Tori, read
Houfe September 4th laft, was prefented to the chair, read, and

petition of the Rector,

ftant Epifcopal

in the late

Ordered to

The

lie

on the

table.

read in the late Houfe September 19th
was prefented to the chair, and read ; and on motion, and by fpecial
order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on claims, to report thereon.
petition of Elizabeth Parier,

laft,

The

[
The committee

"

]

appointed yefterday, on the petition of divers inhabitants

made report, which was read; and on motion,
of the county
Whereupon
and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time
be
appointed
committee
to
bring
bill,
in
a
to enable fuch
a
That
Refohed,
Legiflature
and
of
the
Executive
the
Council,
as may be
of
of the members
in the city of Philadelphia on the day appointed for holding the election of
members to reprefent this ftate in the Congrefs of the United States, to vote
in the faid city; and to enable fuch of the inhabitants of the counties of
Chejier and Northumberland as are by law entitled to vote for reprefentatives,
and are on that day attending the courts of the faid counties, to vote at the
Provided, that none of the perlbns aforefaid fhall be
refpective court-houfes
allowed to vote out of the diftridt in which he refides, till he lhall have
proved by oath or affirmation that he has not before voted, and that he will
not vote in any other diftrict on that day.
Ordered, That Mr. Fitzjimons, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. M'Lene bea committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The Houfe refumed the confideration of the report of the committee appointed to examine the minutes of the late Houfe of Affembly, and bring
Whereforward fuch bufinefs as may be necefTary to lay before this Houfe
of Chejier,

:

:

:

upon
Refohed, That the

bill,

entituled

" An Aft

to enable the Land-officers to

iffue re-locating warrants in the cafes therein defcribed," be referred to Mr.
Cunningham, Mr. Hoge and Mr. M'Lene, to report thereon.
The report of the committee appointed to prepare a draught of rules and
regulations for the government of the Houfe was read the fecond time.

Ordered,

That the further

confideration thereof be poftponed.

On motion of Mr. Fitzjimons, feconded by Mr. Clymer,
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill for incorporating the city of Philadelphia, on principles conformably to the conftitution
of this ftate.
Ordered, That the city members be a committee to bring in a bill agreeably to the foregoing refolution.

The Supreme

Executive Council being introduced into the AfTembly
Chamber, conformably to the refolution of yefterday, proceeded, in conjunction with the Houfe, to the election of a Prefident and Vice-Prefident
of the Supreme Executive Council, purfuant to the nineteenth fection of the
MIFconftitution, and elected, by ballot, His Excellency
ROSS, Efq;
Efq; Prefident, and the Honorable
Vice-Prefident, for the enfuing year; and the members of Council and Ge-

FLIN,

THOMAS
GEORGE

neral Affembly having feverally ligned a declaration thereof,
The Houfe then, in the order of proceffion, attended the proclamation of

the Prefident and Vice-Prefident, at the court-houfe in the city of Philadelphia ; and having returned to the Affembly-Chamber,
letter from David Rittenhoufe, Efquire, State Treafurer, was read, in-

A

from the ift day of November lySy, to the ift day of September laft, together with his remarks on
the refolution of the late Houfe of Affembly of March 29th laft.
Ordered to lie on the table.
clofing an account of his receipts and expenditures

Adjourned until half paft nine o'clock to-morrow, A.

M.
Thurfday,

e

*s

3

7%urfday, November 6, ij88.
The Houfe met

A.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

David

M'Clellan, Efquire, elected a reprefentative for the county of Fork,
appearing in the Houfe, was qualified conformably to the directions of the
constitution, and admitted to take his feat.
petition from the members of the Prefbyterian congregation of Tredyf-

A

Jrin townfhip, in the county of Cbefter, was read, praying to be incorporated ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond
time.
Ordered, That they have leave to bring in a

of

The
a

bill

conformably to the prayer

their petition.

of the contributors towards the founding and endowing
for the town and county of Huntingdon, read in the
Houfe of Affembly September nth laft, was prefented to the chair, read,
petition

fchool

public

late

and
Ordered to

The

lie

on the

table.

Redor, Churchwardens and Veftrymen of the ProChurch of St. John at Tor k- town, in the county of Tork,

petition of the

teftent Epifcopal

read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the prayer thereof be granted.
The petitions of 1750 inhabitants of the county of Dauphin, read in the
late Houfe of Affembly September 15th laft, were prefented to the chair,
and read j and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame were read the fe-

cond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to the members from the county of Dauphin, to report thereon.
letter from the Comptroller-General, inclofing a ftate of the finances
of this commonwealth, was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the
fame was read the fecond time.

A

Ordered,

That the fame, together with

its

enclofure, be referred to the

committee on ways and means, to report thereon.
The letter from David Rittenhoufe, Efquire, State Treafurer, with its enclofures, read yefterday, were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to the committee on ways and means, to
report thereon.

On

motion,

Ordered,

That Mr.

Gilchreeji

be added to the committee on ways and

means.

On

motion,

Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Fitzfimons, Mr. Foulke, Mr. M'Dowell,
Mr. Nevil, Mr. John/on and Mr. Lollar be a committee, to whom is referred the refolution of the late Houfe of Affembly of the fecond day of
OcJober laft, relative to the fevere exaction of the heavy fines incurred under
former fyftems of militia laws, and to report thereon.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An
" ASl to enable fuch perjbns within this fate, who are entitled "to votes in
*'

"
•*

the eleclion of Representatives of this Jlate in the Houfe of Reprefentatives
of the United States, and who fhall be necejfarily out of their refpeBive diJlrifls at the enfuing eleclion, to give their votes in the feveral places where
" public

D

J

[
"

4

1
j

public bufmefs /ball require their attendance ;"

which was read the

firfl;

time, and

Ordered to

Adjourned

on the table.

lie

until half

pad nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

Friday , November

7,

1788.

A.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
James Marfoall, Efquire, elected a reprefentative for the county of Wafhington, appearing in the Houfe, was qualified conformably to the directions
of the constitution, and admitted to take his feat.
petition from Jonas Philips was read, praying the aft for regulating auctions and vendues may be repealed, and that this Houfe may take
into consideration the bill published by the late Houfe of ASfembly, entituled " An A£i to regulate Auctions and Vendues," and pafs the fame into
a law.

A

Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from Benjamin Burton and Robert Hunter, infolvent debtors,
confined in gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia, were read, feverally
praying to be releafed from their confinement ; and on motion, and by
fpecial order, the fame were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Sickle, Mr. Roberts and Mr. Richards, to report thereon.

from Thomas Bradford, Robert Aitken and Son, and Dunlap and
Claypoole were read, feverally praying to be appointed printers of the laws
which may be enacted, and the bills ordered to be printed for public consideration
from Hall and Sellers, and Francis Bailey, feverally praying to be
appointed printers of the journals of this Houfe; and from Michael Bilmeyer, and Melchior Steiner, praying to be appointed printers of the minutes,
and of the bills which may be ordered to be printed in the German language; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame petitions were fevePetitions

;

rally read the fecond time.

Ordered, That they be referred to
Jon, to report thereon.

On

motion,

Ordered,

poned

A

[

Mr. John/on, Mr. hollar and Mr. Car-

That the order of the day

until to-morrow.
memorial from the religious

for the election

fociety called

of printers be post-

Quakers was

read,

remon-

strating againft theatrical exhibitions being tolerated by law; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be postponed.
The petition of the contributors towards founding and endowing a public
fchool for the town and county of Huntingdon, read yeSterday, was read the
fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Hoge, Mr. Lollar and Mr. Davifon,

to report theron.

On

.

motion,

Ordered,

That Wednefday next be

aSfigned for the election of three Dele-

gates to reprefent this State in the Congrefs of the United States, until the

conftitution

[

n

3

government of the faid United States mail be in opeand
the
nomination
that
take place previous to that day.
ration,
Agreeably to leave given, a member preiented to the chair a bill, enticonftitution for the

" An A5i

to incorporate the Prejbyterian congregation of Tredyffrin, in
Chefter,"
county
which was read; and on motion, and by fpecial
the
of
order, the fame was read the fecond time.

tuled

"

That

Ordered,

it

be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed for public

coniideration.

The

"
V
*'
*'

entituled

" An Act

to enable fitch pet-fans within this fate, wh»
are entitled to votes in the election of Reprefentatives cf this Jlate in the
Houfe oj Reprefentatives of the United States, and who fjall be necejfarily
out of their refpeclive dflricls at the enfuing eleSlion, to give their votes in
the feveral places where public bufmefs Jliall require their attendance," was
bill,

read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed, and in the mean time printed for public
consideration.

Adjourned

until half paft nine o'clock

Saturday,
The Houfe met

On

M.

1788.

A.

8,

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

motion,

Ordered,

The

November

to-morrow, A.

That Mr. Broadhead have

leave of abfence.

Houfe of Affembly Sepprefented
to
the
chair,
laft, was
and read; and on motion, and
by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee of claims.
Petitions from Thomas "Jones and John M'Elroy were read, fetting forth,
that they had ferved as part of the quota of Pejinfylvania in the armies of the
petition of Frances Ramie, read in the laft

tember 17th

United States, from the commencement until the end of the late war with
Great-Britain, and afterwards enlifted in the troops raifed for the protection
of the frontiers of the United States; that by reafon of fevere fervice in the
field and infirmities, they are rendered unfit for further duty and incapacitated

from obtaining their livelihood by labor; therefore praying this Houfe to
grant them fome temporary relief; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the
fame were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to the committee of claims.
On motion of Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Wright,
Refolved, That fuch and fo many of the bills of credit of this commonwealth, emitted in purfuance of an acl of General Affembly paffed the ift
day of June 1780, as are now or fhall be in the Treafury during this feffion,
be forthwith counted, burned and deftroyed by the committee of accounts,
agreeable to the law enacted the 2 2d day of March, 1788.
The committee appointed November 6th, on the refolution of the late Houfe
recommending an exoneration of militia fines, made report, which was read;
and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.

And

in debating the following refolution, viz.

That

committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to fufpend for
a limited time the collection of all militia fines incurred before the 22d day
of March laft.
Refolved,

a

On

75
1

3
1

C

On

.the queftion

—"
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Will the Tloufe agree

to the

foregoing refolution"— the

Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Marshall, and were
folio W, VIZ.

YEA
i

2 Thomas Fitzfimons,
Hiltzheimer,
3 Jacob

4 Lawrence

YEAS,

S.

George Clymer,

Sickle,

19 Henry Dering,
20 David M-Clellan,
2
Thomas Lilley,
22 Henry Tyfon,

5 William M'Pherfon,
6 John Salter,

23 Jofeph Reed,
24 Jacob Say lor,

7 John Chapman,

25

8 Valentine Upp,
9 Samuel Foulke,

26 j^« Irwin,
27 William Todd,

io Richard Thomas,
1
James Moore,
12 .A/rtr/£ Wilcox,
jfa&a M'Dowell,
1
14 CWc^ James,
15 Richard Downing, jun.
16 James Clemfon,

17 y<?^« Hopkins,
18

JW<^

28

James Cunningham,

5 Gabriel Heijler,

6 Jofeph Sands,
7 jfo/6# Ludwig,

33 3^* Carfon,
34 Obadiah Gore,
35 Hugh Davifon.

NAYS.

it

12

^<?/6«

Piper,

13 James Barr,
14 James Mar/hall,
Alexander Wright,
1
16 j^/z Gilchreejl,
Theophilus Philips,

18 James M'Lene,
19 Peter Richards,

20 Jacob Miley,

Ealer,

P<tf<?r

10 Conrad Ihrie, jun.
So

7v>u//,

31 Jacob Reif,
32 Jonathan Roberts,

1

8 p£/<?r Trexler, jun.

1 1

%£»

jEn£,

2 David Mitchell,
3 Thomas Kennedy,
4 Jonathan Hoge,

9

J°h n White,

29 James Johnfon,
30 Robert hollar,

NAYS.
a

as

21

^</tf/» Or/-6.

Stephen Balliot,

was carried

in the affirmative,

and the refolution adopted.

That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Fitzfimons, Mr. 1WA?, Mr. M'Dowell,
Mr. Lollar, Mr. iV>u// and Mr. Johnfon, be a committee, to bring in a bill
Ordered,

conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The committee appointed yefterday, on the petitions of the printers, made
Whereupon,
report, which was read
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe proceeded to the election of
a printer of" the laws, and bills which may be ordered for public confideration; and the ballots being taken, it appeared that Thomas Bradford was
:

duly elected.
then elected, by ballot, Hall and Sellers printers of the minutes

The Houfe
of

this

Houfe.

The Houfe

then elected, by ballot, Michael Billmeyer printer of the minutes

in the German language, and Melchior Steiner printer of the
be ordered for publication in the German language.

bills

which may

The
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The committee

appointed November 4th, on the petition of divers
habitants of the county of Huntingdon^ made report, which was read

and
Ordered to

Adjourned

lie

on the table.

until three o'clock

on Monday next, P.

Monday, November

10,

M

1788.

P.

M.

A

number of members, fufficient to conftitute a quorum, met purfuant to
but Mr. Speaker, through indifpofition, being unable to attend the fervice of the ftate, it was moved and feconded to adjourn ; Where-

adjournment

;

upon,

Adjourned

until half paft nine o'clock

Tuefday,

A

to-morrow, A.

November 11, 1788.

M.

A. M.

number of members, fufficient to conftitute a quorum, met purfuant
but Mr. Speaker continuing indifpofed,

adjournment

Adjourned

to

;

until half paft nine o'clock

to-morrow, A.

Wednefday, November ii\ 1788.

M.

A. M.

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
The petition of a number of the Juftices of

the peace, and other ofricounty of Wejlmoreland, read in the late Houfe of Aflembly
March 29th laft, was prefented to the chair, and read ; and on motion, and
by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the members from the county of Wejl-

<ers of the

moreland, to report thereon.

A

memorial and petition from Lewis Hallam and John Henry, in behalf
themfelve* and others, the comedians, commonly called the AmericanCompany, was sread, praying the report of the committee, read in the late
Houfe March .28th laft, relative to the eftablifhment of a theatre, may
be taken into confideration, and licence granted them for theatrical exhibitions, under fuch regulations and reftrictions as this Houfe may deem
proper.
Ordered to lie on the table.
memorial from the Reverend William Rogers, in behalf of himfelf,
And the Reverend David Jones and Robert M'Murdie, was read, referring
to their memorial read in the late Houfe of Aflembly, and praying the
fame mav be taken into confideration, and the prayer thereof granted ; and
on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee of claims, to report
thereon.

•of

1

A

E

A

petition

[

A

petition

from 'John Sheridan,

he may be allowed

i8
late

]
of the

flate

navy, was read, praying

the pay of an invalid, in confideration of the

wounds

he received whilft in the fervice of this ftate; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee of claims, with inftructions to confer with Council, and report thereon.
A petition from Blackall William Ball, late a Lieutenant in the third
Pennfylvania regiment, was read, fetting forth, that in 1783 he loft the
certificate given to him for the depreciation due on his pay, and praying a
new one may be granted him in lieu thereof ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee of claims, to report
thereon.

The

petition of

Edward

Stiles,

Houfe September ^.ih laft,
and on motion, and by fpecial order,

read in the late

was prefented to the chair, and read ;
the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. Salter, Mr. M'Lene, Mr.
Piper and Mr. Lollar, to report thereon.
memorial and petition from the Truftees of JVafoington academy was
read, praying they may be allowed to locate the warrants ilTued to them for
the endowment of faid academy within the donation lands ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.

A

That it be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Chapman, Mr. Kennedy,
Mr. Cunningham and Mr. Hoge, to report thereon.
A petition from Henry C. Baker, an infolvent debtor, confined in the
Ordered,

gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia, was read, praying to be releafed from his confinement ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame

was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred

to

Mr.

Sickle,

Mr. Roberts and Mr.

Richards,

to report thereon.
petition from Jofeph Baldwin and Jofeph Vandegrift was read, fetting
forth, that they have built and compleated a floating bridge over the river

A

Nefoaminey, at the place heretofore called Baldwin's ferry, with a convenient
draw for flats, fhallops and boats to pafs through, and praying an act may
be paffed for eftablifhing the faid bridge ; and on motion, and by fpecial
order, the fame Was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the members from the county of Bucks, to
report thereon.

appointed November 4th, on the letter from "Jonathan
Hart, made report, which was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order,
the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be re-committed.
The committee appointed November 4th, on that part of the meflage refpecting the donation lands, made report, which was read; and on motion,
and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the confideration thereof be poftponed.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An
«* Act
to Jitfpend, jor a limited time, the collection of all militia Jines in" curred under laws paJJ'ed before the twenty-fecond day of March, one thoufand
*' /even hundred and eighty-eight," which was read the firft time, and

The committee

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

On

[

On

*9.

]

motion,

That the order of the day, for the ele&ion of Delegates to reprefent this flate in the Congrefs of the United States, be poftponed until
Friday next, and that the nomination take place previous to that day.
Ordered,

On

motion,

Ordered,

That Mr. Gore be added

committee appointed November
on the motion
to the fubjecl: of contefted claims to lands
within the county of Luzerne.
A motion was made by Mr. Fitzfimons, feconded by Mr. Moore, and adoptto the

relative

4th,

ed, as follows, viz.

Whereas the General AfTembly

did, on the twenty-ninth day of March
Refolve
" That the Supreme Executive Council be, and they are hereby requefl" ed- to call upon the refpective County Lieutenants within this ftate, for
" the actual returns of all perfons within their refpedtive counties made
'* fubjecT: by law to the performance of militia duties, together
with a re** turn of the perfons who have actually attended on mufter days
within the
" years 1785, 1786 and 1787, and that fuch returns be laid before the Ge" neral Alfembly at their next feffion."
Refolved, That Council be requefted to inform the Houfe what returns
have been made in obedience to the foregoing refolution.
The report read November 8th, on the petitions of a number of the inhabitants of the county of Huntingdon, was read the fecond time
Wherelaft,

:

upon,

That

committee be appointed to bring in a bill for the purpofe of appointing commiffioners to run and afcertain the boundary lines of
Huntingdon county, or at leaft fuch parts thereof as mall be deemed neceffary
Refolved,

a

to be run and afcertained.

Ordered, That the members from the counties of Bedford and Huntingdon,
with the addition of Mr. Cunningham and Mr. Lollar, be a committee, to
bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The bill, entituled " An ASi to enable fuch perfons within this fate, who
ft
are entitled to vote in the election of Reprefentatives of this fate in the
" Houfe of Reprefentatives of the United States, and who foall be neceffarily out
of their refpeclive difriSls at the enfuing eleclion, to give their votes in
" the feveral places where public bufnefs Jhall require their attendance," was
read the third time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
'**

law.

Adjourned until half

paft nine o'clock

to-morrow, A.

Thurfday^ November 13, 1788.

M.

A.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
A petition from the minifters of the German Lutheran congregation in and
near the city of Philadelphia was read, referring to their petition prefented to
the late Houfe of AfTembly, and praying for a grant of a part of the unappropriated lands within this ftate, for the endowment of a charity fchool for
the education of the youth of faid congregation.
Ordered to lie on the table.

A petition

—
£
A

™

]

from Jofepb Barns, Attorney to James Rumfey, was read, praying that the report of a committee of the late Houfe of Affembly, October 2d
laft, on the petitions of James Rumfey and others, may be taken into conpetition

sideration.

Ordered

On

on the

to lie

motion,
to the committee appointed Novemthe
meffage
of
refpecting
the boundary lines of this
on that part

Ordered, That Mr.
ber

table.

4th,,

Chapman be added

itate.

Ordered, That Mr. Nevil be added to -the committee, to whom was referred the report of the committee of the late Houfe on the memorial of the

Reverend Dodtor William Smith.
Ordered, That Mr. Marfoall be added to the committee appointed November 4th, on the petition of Frances Budden.
The committee on ways and means made report, which was read ; and on
motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, and adopted,

as follows,

—

viz.

The committee

of ways and means report
on the feventeenth day of March, 1786, it is among
other things provided, that fuch of the bills of credit as were emitted in purfuance of the ad of the firft day of June, 1780, and were not brought into
the Treafury on or before the firft day of January, 1789, fhoujd be afterwards irredeemable; that by the ftatement of the Comptroller-General it
appears, that on the firft day of September laft there was to ihe amount of
thirty-fix thoufand dollars of the laid bills unredeemed, owing in part to the
want of money at the Treafury to exchange them when offered ; and as there
is a fund provided for the redemption of the faid bills, and it would be
urjuft to deprive the holders of their property therein,, the committee offer
the following refolution
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to repeal {o
much of the ad, entituled '* An Aft to provide for the payment of the
" principal and interefi of fuch of the bills, emitted purjuant to refolution of
*' Congrefs of the eighteenth day of March, one thoufand feven hundred and
" eighty, and an aft of the legijlature of this ft ate of June the firji, one thou" fund feven hundred and eighty, as Jha/l remain- unredeemed on the thirty**
firft day of December, one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-fix," as
makes the bills of credit of June, ijSo, irredeemable after the ift day of

That by an

act patted

:

January, 1789.
Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Lollar be a committee,
to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
A meffage from the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council was prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.
9

A MESSAGE

from

the

Council

President and

to the

the

Supreme Executive

General Assembly.

GENTLEMEN,

WE

the affairs of the ftate, and the profpeels of the union, afford a juft foundation to addrefs the legislature
in terms of congratulation.
are

happy

in the belief that

The

«

C
The

principal difficulties

1

which obftruCted the adoption of the federal
overcome the prejudice and fulpicion that

conftitution have been happily

;

were awakened by the appearance of that fyftem have been giadually lulled,
and we can no longer doubt that all thofe ftates which have been fucceffobtain the independence of America,

to

fully allied

will again

be united

means of giving ftrength, dignity and (lability- to .the national
character.
Nor can it be deemed vifionary or unreafonable, to afcribe to
the influence of the new government the liberal attention and encouragement which of late have been beftowed upon domeftic arts and maufaCtures j
the fpirit of induftry and oeconomy that has fpread itfelf through every
order of fociety; and the perfect amity which fubfifts at this period amongft
in that beft

the inhabitants of the feveral ftates.
From the fame fource that has thus revived the hope of internal order
and happinefs, we cannot fail to derive the refpect and confidence of foreign

For

nations.

in the great intercourfe of independent countries, the pro-

the power each enjoys of protecting its
which each evinces to maintain its own
Experience has demonftrated the inconveniences of a government
credit.
in which that power does not refide, and has taught us to believe, that a
per

title to

reciprocal advantage

own commerce, and

more happy

effect will

And

ftituted.

from

naturally flow

a

government

differently

while the fovcreignties of Europe are fufFering

mities of an extenfive war,
patriotic

is

the diipofition

it

muft

all

con-

the cala-

yield a laudable fatisfaction to

every

mind, that we enjoy the profitable opportunity of improving the

great advantages that

before us.
Impreffed with thefe fentiments we are ready to declare, that in every
act that can promote the welfare of the union, or the interefts of this ftate,

we

(hall,

we

manner moil beneficial to the public, moll chearfully exjurifdiction which the conftitution has confided to us
And as

in

ercife that

lie

the

:

be folicitous on every occafion to concur in the defigns, and to
advance the intentions of the legiflature, we truft that the harmony of our
proceedings will produce an additional confidence in our conftituents, and
give a proper energy to the adminiftration of the public affairs.
(hall

GENTLEMEN,
I

T

may be

neceffary to

make

provifion

by law for the appointment of

perfons to difcharge the duties of fheriffs, in cafes of contefted elections in
which it may not be expedient for the Executive immediately to decide, and

in which the former Sheriffs

who have

been in

office three years

cannot con-

ftitution ally act.

The
lic

tax laws fhould in our opinion be revifed; the afleflments of the

taxes are in

many

pub-

inftances unequal, and their collection generally expen-

uncertain and dilatory.
The following refervations fhould, in the opinion of Council, be made
2. Le
for the commonwealth, viz.
i. Prefque IJle, formed by Lake Erie.
The
lands
creek;
and
head
of
navigation
of
French
at
the
the
3.
Beuf,
five,

mouth of Conewango, in the county of Allegheny.
commiflioners appointed by virtue of the act, entituled ** An Acl
" to appropriate the Jam of two thouland pounds of the public monies to the
" laying out and making of an highway from the iveftern parts of Cumberland

adjacent to the

The

"
"

county to the town of Pittsburgh, and to authorife the Prejident in Council
to appoint commijioners to lay out the fame," have laid out that road, which

F

we

:

«

C

3
We

think a review of that
the town "of Bedford.
part which lies weftward of the town of Beaford abfolutely neceflary j but
as the money appropriated for the laying out and com pleating the faid road
is nearly expended, we cannot proceed in the review without the further di-

we have confirmed

as far as

rections and aid of the legiflature.
fuggeft to the legiflature the propriety of directing engravings of the

We

and the publication of the reports of the feveral
commilfioners who compleated thole lines.
We have not obferved on the printed Journals of the late Houfe, that any
order hath been taken on the recommendation of Congrefs with refpect to
convicts imported into the ftates from the Briti/Jj dominions, which recommendation was laid before that Houfe by Council.
We tranfmit herewith two letters from the Secretary of Congrefs, of the
28th of July, 1785, and 22d of OSlober, 1788, in which Council are requefted to iiipply him with thirteen copies of the laws of the commonwealth ; this cannot be done, unlefs a number are printed for the purpofe
we alfo tranfmit a letter from the fame, dated the 7th of November, 1788,
incloflng journals of Congrefs from Augufi the 20th to the end of the fcederal year.
A letter from the Delegates of this ftate in the Congrefs of the
United States, on the fubject of a relblution of the General Aflembly of the
4th of October lalt, alfo accompanies this meflage.
Colonel Febiger's reprefentation on fome late attempts to avoid the payment of duties on merchandize fold by auction, is fubmitted to the General
Aflembly.

boundary

of this

lines

ftate,

THOMAS MIFFLIN,

Prefldent.

Council-Chamber,
Philadelphia,

And

November 12th, 1788.

on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time:

Whereupon
Ordered,

That the further confideration of

refpects a reviiion of the tax laws,

that part of the meflage

which

be poftponed.

Mr. "John/on and Mr. Loilar be a committee,
of the meflage which relates to provilion being made by law

Ordered, That

Mr.

Balliot,

on that part
for the appointment of perlbns

to the duties

of Sheriffs in the cafes of con-

tested elections.

Ordered,

That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Chapman, Mr. M' Dowel! and Mr. Hoge

be a committee, on that part of the meflage relative to a refervation of
tracts of land for the ufe of the commonwealth, and to report

certain

thereon.

Ordered, That Mr. Piper, Mr. Irwin and Mr. Marfuall be a committee,
confer with Council on that part of the meflage which refpects a review
of the road weftward of the town of Bedford, and to report what fum of
to

money

will be neceflary to effect that purpofe.

That Mr. Chapman, Mr. Cunningham and Mr. Richards be a
committee, on that part of the meflage which fuggefls the propriety of
directing engravings of the boundary lines of this flate, and the publication of the reports of the feveral Commiflioners who compleated thofe
Ordered,

lines.

Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Hoge and Mr. M'Lene be a committee,
to report on that part of the meflage which refpects the recommendation of

i

)

^-—>

,

- Congrefs

'6
:

[

*3

3

Congrefs concerning the importation of convicls into the
dominions.

ftates

from the

Britiflj

Ordered,
mittee,

That Mr. Clymcr, Mr. M'Pherfon and Mr.

on the

letter

of the laws of

this

Lollar be a

from the Secretary of Congrefs, requeuing

commonwealth

com-

thirteen copies

for the ufe of Congrefs, and to report

thereon.

Ordered, That the letter from the Delegates of this ftate in the Congrefs
States, and the reprefentation of Culonel Febiger, on fome
late attempts to avoid the payment of duties on merchandize fold by auction,
lie on the table.

of the United

The

entituled

" An Aft

to fufpend for a limited time the collection
of
under laws pajfed before the twenty- fe con d day of
" March, one thou/and feven hundred atid eighty-eight," was read the fecond
time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed, and in the mean time printed for public

"

bill,

ell militia fines incurred

confideration.

The bill, entituled " An Acl to enable fuch perfons within this fate, who
" are entitled to -vote in the election of Reprefentatives of this fate in the Houfe
" of Reprefentatives of the United States, and who foall be necejarily out of
" their rejpective dijlriSls at the enfuing election, to give their votes in the feve" ral places where public bujinefs fall require their attendance," having been
brought in engrofled, was compared at the table, enacted into a law, and
the Speaker directed to lign the fame.
Adjourned until half pad nine o'clock to-morrow, A.

Friday,

November

14,

1788.

M.

A.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
from Charles BeJJonet was read, fetting forth, that a law hath
been paffed, veiling in him and Gerjhom Johnjlon the right of erecting and
maintaining a bridge over Nefnaminy river, which they have, with the aid of
a confiderable fubfeription, erected and compleated ; that Jofeph Baldwin
and Jofeph Vandegrijt have erected a floating bridge acrofs the faid river,
without the authority of the legiflature, and in direct violation of the act of
Affembly declaring the faid river a public highway; that the faid Gerjhom
Johnfion having become infolvent, the whole debts remaining unpaid for
building the faid bridge devolved on the petitioner ; that being thus injured, he applied to the Attorney-General at the laft court of oyer and terminer for the county of Bucks, who, considering the countenance he had
received from the legiflature and the hardfhip of his fituation, caufed a bill

A

petition

of indictment for a nuifance to be prefented againft Jofeph Baldwin, the
only proprietor of the floating bridge refiding in that county, but the
Grand Jury returned it ignoramus ; that he being apprehenfive other bills
of indictment may meet the fame fate, prays for a prohibition againft the
erection or continuance of any other bridge, upon fuch term?, and under
fuch penalties as may be neceflary, and that he may have leave to bring
in a bill for that purpofe; and on motion, and by ipeeial order, the fame
was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed November 12th
on the petition of Jofeph Baldwin and Jofeph Vandegriftt with the addition
of

*4

[

]

of Mr. M'Pherfon, Mr. Hoge, Mr. M'Lene, Mr. John/on and Mr. Lollar, to
report thereon.

A

from divers inhabitants of this ftate was read, praying an act
may be paffed, afcertaining the fees which every officer (hall be entitled to
receive, as a full compenfation for his fervices.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of the minifters of the German Lutheran congregation,
in and near the city of Philadelphia, read yefterday, was read the lecond
petition

time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Fitzfimons, Mr. Balliot and Mr. Reiff,
to report thereon.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe proceeded to the ele&ion
of Delegates to reprefent this ftate in the Congrefs of the United States,
until the conftitution for the government of the faid United States {hall be
in operation, and the ballots being taken, it appeared that the Honorable

John Armjlrong, junior, "James R. Reid and Tench Coxe, Efquires, were duly
elected.

On

motion,

Ordered,

That Mr.

Fitzfimons,

Mr. Clymer, Mr. Hoge, Mr. TvW/andMr.

with Council, on the fubjecl: of the refolution of the late Houfe of AfTembly of the twenty-ninth day of March
laft, which requefts " Council to call upon the refpe&ive County Lieutenants
«« within this ftate for the actual returns of all perfons within their refpe&ive
" counties, made fubjecl: by law to the performance of militia duties, toge«« ther with a return of the perfons who have actually attended on mufter
" days within the years 1785, 1786 and 1787, and that fuch returns be laid
" before the General AfTembly at their next feffion," and that the committee

M'Lene, be

a

committee

to confer

report thereon.

On

motion,

Ordered, That the committee appointed November 4th, on the motion relative to the fubject of contefted claims to lands within the county of Luzerne, be inftructed to report a bill, if they deem it neceftary.
The committee appointed November 6th, on the petitions of 1750 inhabitants of the county of Dauphin,
Ordered to lie on the table.

made

report,

which was

read,

and

appointed November 12th, on the petition of the Juftices
county of Wefimoreland, made report, which was read,
the
of
Peace
of the
and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The report read yefterday, on the petition of the contributors towards the
founding and endowing a public fchool for the town and county of Huntingdon, was read the fecond time: Whereupon,
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill for the purpofe
acres,
of granting and confirming to the county of Huntingdon
of the fixty thoufand acres referved by act of AfTembly of this commonwealth, for the endowment of county fchools.
Ordered, That Mr. Hoge, Mr. Lollar and Mr. Davifon be a committee, to
bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
On motion,

The committee

Ordered, That the letter from Thomas Paine, Efquire, dated at Paris,
May 4th, 1788, tranfmitting the opinion of the Academy of Sciences at
Paris,

[
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Paris, on the principles and construction of the model of a bridge over the
Schuylkill, together with the original, and a tranflation of the faid opinion,
entered on the minutes of this Houfe.

Paris, May

SIR,
TRANSMIT

^th,

1788.

your Excellency, to be prefented to the General Affembly, the opinion of the Academy of Sciences at Paris on the principles and conftru&ion of the model, which I made in America, for a bridge of
one arch, of the extent of four hundred feet, in iron, to be erected over the
to

I

Schuylkill, at Philadelphia.
I have the pleafure of adding, that there is a profpect that the conftruction will be adopted in this country for a bridge over the Seine, oppofite the
King's gardens, in which cafe the bridge is to be manufactured in America,

and lent ready prepared to Paris.

I

am, your Excellency's obedient humble fervant,

THOMAS
His Excellency Benj.

PAINE.

Franklin,

Prejident of the State of Pennfyhania.

Extrait

des

Regijlres

de

1'

A cademie Roy axe

lies

Scijence*,

du 29 Aouft, 1787.

A CAD EM IE

nous a charges M. M. le Chevalier de Borda, 1'Abbe
Roy, d'examiner le projet d'un pont de fer d'une feule
arche, de quatre cens pies de long, qui lui a ete prefente en modele par M.
Paine, membre de la Societe Philofophique de Philadelphie, et d'apres le voeu
du committe des etats de Pennfylvanie, qui etoit charge d'en donner fon

L'

BoJ'ut, et

M.

le

avis.

Nous avons examine ce projet avec toute l'attention qu'exige une matiere
de cette importance.
II eft fur que lorfqu'on penfe au projet d'une arche en fer de 400 pies
d'ouverture, et aux effets qui peuvent refulter d'une arche d'une fi vafte
etendue ; il eft difficile de ne pas elever des doutes, fur le fucces d'une
pareille entreprife, par les difficultes qu'elle prefente au premier appercu.
Mais fi telle eft la difpofition des parties, et la maniere dont elles font reunies
qu'il refulte de cet affemblage un tout tres ferme et tres folide, alors on n'aura
plus les memes doutes fur la reunite de ce projet.
Or, c'eft ce que nous allons examiner, et comme le pont n'eft compofe
que de fermes toutes femblables, nous nous bornerons a confiderer ce qui
pourra arriver a l'une ou a l'autre de ces fermes ; le rcfultat etant applicable
a toutes ou au pont en entier.
Nous obferverons d'abord, quant a la premiere queftion, ou a la force de
la ferme pour refifter a la charge de toutes fes parties, que chaque ferme,
formant un arc et tendant par fa pefanteur a defcendre, elle tendra en raerae
terns a f'etendre, mais qu'etant retenue par fes deux extremites cet effet ne
poura avoir lieu d'ou il refultera une action de refoulement fur toutes fes
parties
Or cette action refultera d'autant plus de la conftrudtion de la ferme
^ue fes parties etant toutes retenues de fort pres par les boulons et les tuyaux
de
:

:

G

C
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de fonte, qui les Kent enfemble, il ne pourra y avoir veritablement d'autre
Mais on
efFet que celui de ce refoulement des parties les unes fur les autres
une
de
refifter
a
efpece
de
prefiion,
beaueoup
force
£our
cette
fait que le fer a
ligne carree de ce metal pouvant foutenir, dans ce fens, une prefiion au
moins de mille livres, et les bandes longitudinales d'une ferme, devant avoir
fuivant M. Paine, douze lignes d'epais fur quarante huit de large, et leur
fuperficie e'tant en confequence de 576 lignes carrees, ces 576 lignes multipliees par 1000 donneront pour leur reiiftance totale, une force de plus de
55000 livres mais felon la jufte eftimation qu'il a faite de la pefanteur d'une
des fermes de fon pont, elle doit fe monter a 52000 livres, ou a peu pres ;
il en refultera done bien evidemment, que la force refiftante de ces bandes,
l'emportera de beaueoup fur telle de compreffion, qu'elles eprouveront, et
par confequent, qu'elles auront toute la force neceifaire pour refifter a la
charge refultante de la ferme et des autres poids additionnels, dont elle
pourra etre chargee, &c.
Le poids qu'eft en etat de porter le petit modele du pont de M. Paine
femble montrer quelle eft la force qui refulte de l'affemblage qu'il a fu donner
a fe sdifferentes parties ; car quoiqu'il ne foit compofe que de quatre fermes,
formees chacune de fept bandes qui nont pas une demie ligne d'epaiffeur, il
a porte cependant fix perfonnes ou a peu pres 800 livres, en eftimant leur
poids moyen de 130 livres.
Quant a la feconde queftion, ou a l'effet de ce pont fur fes culees ; on
remarquera que malgre l'augmentation de preflion qu'elles eprouveront en
confequence de la decompofition des forces, il n'en refultera cependant pas un
grand effet contre ces culees a. caufe de la grande legerete d'un pareil pont.
Les effets de la chaleur et du froid fur ce pont ne paroiffent pas non plus
a redouter: l'experience de celui de Colebrcokdale, dont nous avons parle, le
prouve fuffifament ; de plus la dilatation, n'etant que d'environ deux tiers de
ligne pour 27 degres du thermometre de Reaumur, on voit que cet allonge
ment ne fera pas une difference de 44 lignes, ce qui ne pourra caufer qu'un
tres mediocre exhauffement dans le pont.
Nous n'avons parle jufqu'ici, que des points qu'il etoit le plus effentiel de
mais il en eft encore
confiderer dans la conftru&ion du pont de M. Paine
quelques autres qui meritent attention.
II eft certain, par exemple, qu'un pont de cette etendue, donnant, quoiqu'il ait peu d'epaifieur, une affez grande prife au vent, il faudra avoir egard
dans fa conftruclion a cet effet, et nous ne doutons pas que M. Paine ne {'en
:

;

;

occupe.

Un

ne demande pas moins d'attention, e'eft celui qui pourra
refulter de la difference d'homogeneite 'de fes parties, car cet effet pourroit
produire une efpece de torfion qu'il fera important de prevenir. Or la meilleure maniere d'y reuflir, et de donner en meme terns a ce pont toute la
folidite requife, fera de l'elargir ou de 1'evafer vers les extremites.
Pour cet effet, on formera vers les culees, une partie en trompe qui etant
plus large que le pont, dans une certaine proportion, ira fucceflivement en
fe retreciffant, a mefure qu'elle f'eloignera de ces culees on lui donnera la
courbure d'un arc de cercle, decrit d'un tres grand rayon, et ces portions
d'arcs, f 'avancant de part et d'autre vers le milieu du pont lui donneront une
grande force pour refifter a tous les mouvements horifontaux.
M. Paine ayant toute la facilite poffible pour donner a fon pont, la courbe
Cependant
la plus avantageufe lui donnera fans doute celle de la chainette.
effet

qui

la

1
J
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courbure d'un arc de cercle d'un fi grande ouverture, ne difPerant pas fenfiblement de celle de la chainette, on peut fans inconvenient le fubftituer a
cette courbe.
Un avantage particulier de ce pont et qui eft veritablement important ; c'eft
qu'on peut en laire des experiences en grand et de maniere a en tirer les confequences les plus certaines par rapport a fa force, et a fon action ou a fa
la

predion contre
ter fur

un

les culees.

Car

il

eft clair qu'il

terrein choifi la moitie,

un

tiers,

ne faudra pour cela qu'en monun quart, ou telle autre partie

qu'on voudra pour pouvoir fair enfuite toutes les experiences neceffaires ; et
ces experiences etant une fois faites, ft elles repondent a ce qu'on en attendoit,j on pourra demonter enfuite les parties de cette portion du pont et les
remonter de nuveau pour en former le pont en entier.
Nous concluons de tout ce que nous venons d'expofer, que le pont de fer
de M. Paine, eft ingenieufement imagine, que la conftrudtion en eft fimple,
folide, et propre a lui donner la force neceffaire pour refifter aux effets
refultans de fa charge, et qu'il merite qu'on en tente 1'execution ; enfin qu'il
pourra fournir un nouvel exemple des applications d'un metal, dont on na
pas jufqu'ici fait alfez d'ufage en grand, quoique dans nombre d'occafions il
eut pu etre employe avec le plus grand fucces.

A

rAcademie

le

29 Aouft, 1787.

BORDA,

Le Chevalier de
B O

Le
Je

a Paris le

U

l'original et

Le Mis. de

fSigne'J

Tranflation of the Report of the

T,

ROY.

conforme a
30 Aouft, 1787,

certifie le prefent extrait

demie

S S

au jugement de 1'Aca-

CONDORAT.

Committee of the Academy of Sciences

of Paris, concerning the plan of Mr. Paine's iron bridge,
guft 29th,

dated

Au-

1787.

Extra?} from the Records of the

Royal Academy

of Sciences,

of Auguft 29th, 1787.

WE

the underwritten, having been directed by the Academy to examine the plan of an iron bridge of a fingle arch, four hundred
feet long, prefented to them in a model by Mr. Paine,
member of the
Philofophical Society of Philadelphia ; and agreeably to the defire of the committee of the General Aflembly of Pennsylvania, appointed to report thereon,
have examined that model with all the attention due to a matter of fo much
a.

importance.

upon confidering the plan of an iron arch four hundred
and reflecting upon the effects which may refult from fo extenfive
an arch, it is difficult not to entertain doubts about the fuccefs of fuch an
undertaking, owing to the difficulties which prefent at firft fight
But
if the parts are fo well difpofed, and connected together in fuch a manner
as to conftitute a very ftrong and very folid whole, no fuch doubts can then
remain concerning the fuccefs of the plan.
It

is

certain that,

feet long,

:

We
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We
is

are therefore

only compofed

happen

to

3

going to examine thefe particulars

of girders entirely alike,

either of thefe girders

;

as the

we

fhall

:

And

as

the bridge

only confider what

confequence

is

may

applicable to

all

the girders, or to the whole bridge.
As to the firft queftion, or ftrength of the girder to refift the weight of
(hall firft obferve, that each of the girders forming an
all its parts :
arch, and by its own weight naturally compreffing the circle, will of courfe
expand the length ; but that the extenfion being prevented by both the ends
being kept in the fame place, will caufe the preffure to be equally received
by all parts of the bridge, and this being the cafe, the arch will retain its

We

original area.

Now,

this action

of preffure will

fo

much

more depend
being kept very clofe by
the

upon the conftruction of the girder, that all its parts
the bolts and caft pipes which unite them together, there can really be no
But it
other effect but that of the preffure of the parts one upon the other.
is known that iron has much ftrength to refift that kind of preffure, iince a
fquare line of that metal can bear in that fenfe a preffure of at leaft iooo
pounds, and as the longitudinal bands of a girder ought to be, according to
and 48 broad, and as their furface is
576 lines multiplied by 1000 will give
exceeding
ftrength
total
refiftance
a
their
for
55000 pounds.: But according
to his accurate eftimation of the weight of a fingle girder of his bridge, it
muft amount to about 52000 pounds The confequence will then furely be,
that the refifting ftrength of thefe bands will much exceed that of the preffure which they will have to bear, and therefore they will have all the
ftrength neceffary to refift the weight of the girder, as well as of other additional weights with which it may be loaded.
The weight which the fmall model of Mr. Paine is able to bear,, feems
to fhew the ftrength refill ting from the union he has found means to give
to its different parts.; for, though it is compofed of only four girders, each
confifting of feven bands, each not half a line thick, it has neverthelefs
borne fix perfons, or near about 800 pounds, valuing the weight of each at
130 pounds.
As to the fecond queftion, or the effect of that bridge upon its hutments,
it is to be obferved, that notwithstanding the greater preffure they will bear in
confequence of the ftrength being equally diftributed to all the parts of the
bridge, the effect however will be but fmall, owing to the great lightnefs of
fuch a bridge.
It does not appear that the effects of either heat or cold are to be apprehended ; We have a fufficient proof of this in the trial of that of ColebrookBefides, as the dilatation is only of
dale, of which we have already fpoken
about two thirds of a line for 27 degrees of Tie Reaumur's thermometer, we
fee that fuch an extenfion will not make a difference of 44 lines, which can
occafion but a very fmall rifing in the bridge.
We have heretofore fpoken but of the moft effential points to be considered in the conftruction of Mr. Paine' s bridge: But there are ftill fome others
deferving of our attention.
It is certain, for inftance, that fuch an extenfive bridge muft neceffarily
lie much expofed to the wind, though of but fmall bulk ; that effect muft
be attended to in its conftruction, and we have no doubt but Mr. Paine will
pay attention to it.

Mr. Paine 's

opinion,

1

2 lines thick

confequently of 576 fquare

lines, thefe

:

:

An

:

C
An

which

effect
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requires no lefs attention,

is

that

which may

refult

from

1

in its parts; for that effect might
the difference of homogeneity (parity
produce a kind of twitting, which it is important to prevent. Now the beft
means (we apprehend) to fucceed and to give all the neceffary folidity to
that bridge will be, to fpread it or make it wider towards the ends.
For which purpofe there mud be formed towards the hutments a part
jutting out, which being wider than the bridge, in a certain proportion,
ihall grow narrower by degrees from the butments.
It fhall have the bending of an arch drawn from a very great radius.
And thefe parts of arches,
advancing on both fides towards the center of the bridge, will give it a confiderable ftrength to refill: all horizontal motions.
Since Mr. Paine can, with all poflible eafe, give to his bridge the moft
advantageous bending, he will undoubtedly give it that of the chainette
Yet as the bending of an arch of fo confiderable an opening does not differ
fenfibly from that of the chainette, this latter may without any inconvenience be fubftituted to the former.
It is a particular and truly important advantage of that bridge, that trials
can be made in great, and in fuch a manner as to draw the raoft certain
conclufions with regard to its ftrength, its action or preffure againft the butments ; for it is obvious that it needs only to put up, on a chofen place,
the half, a third, a fourth, or any other proportion of it that may be
thought proper, in order to make all the neceffary experiments
And if
thofe experiments once made anfwer the expectation, all the parts of that
portion of the bridge can be taken to pieces, and put up anew to form the
)

:

whole bridge.

From

all

Mr. Paine

we have
is

juft

mentioned we conclude, that the iron bridge of

ingenioufly defigned, that the conftruction thereof

is

fimple,

and proper to give it the neceffary ftrength to refift the effects refultfrom
its load, and that the inventor merits encouragement, and the
ing
plan worthy of a trial ; laftly, that it may furnilh a new example of the application of a metal which has not been heretofore fufficiently ufed in
great, though in many occafions it might have been employed with the
folid,

greateft fuccefs.

At

the Academy, the twenty-ninth day of Auguft, one thoufand feven

hundred and eighty -feven.

Le Chevalier de
B O
Le
I

do

certify

S S

U

BORDA,

T,

ROY.

the prefent extract conformable to its original, and to the
at Paris, the 30th day of Augujl, 1787.

judgment of the Academy

Le M. de

(Signed)

The committee
" Aft
'*

CONDORAT.

appointed for the purpofe reported a

bill,

entituled

purchafe and hold real ejlates within
wealth," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Adjourned until half paft nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.
to enable aliens

to

H

this

" An

common-

Saturday,

1
j
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November 15, 1788.

Saturday,

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
Efquire,
eledted a reprefentative for the county of CumThomas Beak,
berland, appearing in the Houfe, was qualified conformably to the directions

of the constitution, and admitted to take his feat.
A letter from his Excellency the Prefident of the Supreme Executive
Council was prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.

In

COUNCIL,

Philadelphia,

November \\th, 1788.

SIR,
HAVE

I

the

honor of tranfmitting to you,

for the

immediate confi-

deration of the General Affembly, a reprefentation of the

Wardens of

the port of Philadelphia.

I have

the honor to be,

With great

rtfpeB,

Your mojl

obedient

and very humble fervant,

THOMAS MIFFLIN,

Prefident.

Richard Peters, Efq;
Speaker of the General AJfembly.

The Hon.

And

the faid reprefentation was alfo read ; and on motion, and by fpecial
order, the faid letter and reprefentation were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to the city members, to report thereon.

A

petition

from Chrijlian Helm was

read, fetting forth, that his appren-

Aaron Sampfon,

enlifted in the fecond Pemifylvatiia regiment in the
1782, and continued in the fervice until the end of the war, and for
whofe time he hath not received any compenfation, and praying this Houfe
to diredt payment thereof ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame
was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on claims, to report
tice,

year

thereon.

A petition from Martin Jugiez and George Rutter was read, fetting forth,
that about three years ago they furnifhed the arms of this ftate, which are
now placed over the feat of the Judges of the Supreme Court, and for
which they have not received any compenfation, therefore praying this
Houfe

to direct payment thereof; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the
fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on claims, to report

thereon.

A

petition

from Jeremiah

Fijher, in behalf of himfelf and the volunteer

company of

artillery of the city of Philadelphia, was read, praying they may
be eftablifhed by law, in like manner as the light infantry companies in this
ftate ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond

time.

Ordered, That
to report thereon.

it

be referred to Mr. Nevil, Mr. John/on and Mr. Lollar,

A

petition

I
A

petition
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from 127 inhabitants of the county of Wafiington was read,
and on motion,

spraying Chartier's creek may be declared a public highway
and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.

-,

Ordered, That the feveral petitions for and againfl: the meafure on the
files of the late Houfe be read ; and the fame being read, they were referred, with 'the petition -now prefented, to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr,
Kennedy, Mr. Hoge and Mr, Gore, to report thereon.
The letter from the Honorable the Vice-Prefident, inclofing the claim of
jfohn M'Calmont, read in the late Houfe of Afiembly March 8th laft, was
prefented to the chair, and read; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the

fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That
port thereon.

The

it

be referred to the committee on ways and means, to re-

petition of Robert Lejley, read in the late

Houfe of Afiembly Septem-

was prefented to the chair, and read ; and on motion, and by
fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Chapman, Mr. Moore and Mr. Allifon,

ber 9th

laft,

fpecial order, the

to report thereon.

On

motion.

Ordered,

The

That Mr. fohnfon be added

to the

committee of accounts.
was read

petition of divers inhabitants of this ftate, read yefterday,

the fecond time.

That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr.
Mr. Richards be a committee thereon, and they
Ordered,

Hoge.,

Mr. John/on and

are authorized to report
regulating and eftabliihing fees, and, if deemed neceflary, to employ a perfon or perfons to aid them in the completion of that important

a

bill for

bufinefs.

On

motion,

Ordered, That Mr. Balliot have leave of abfence during the remainder of
the prefent feffion.
The committee appointed yeflerday, on the petition of the minifters of
the German Lutheran congregation in and near the city of Philadelphia,

which was

read, and
the
on
table.
Ordered to lie
The committee appointed on the petitions of divers infolvent debtors confined in the goal of the city and county of Philadelphia made report, which
was read and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond
time : Whereupon
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to grant unto
Henry C. Baker, Jofeph R. Robifon, Benjamin Burton and Robert R. Hunter,
and each of them, relief in like manner, and upon the fame terms, as by
the laws of this commonwealth now in force is provided for infolvent debtors, who are confined in execution for debt to any one perfon to the value
of forty jhillings, and upwards.
Ordered, That Mr. Sickle, Mr. Richards and Mr. Roberts be a committee,
to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled "
" Supplement to the acl, entituled •' An Acr. for erecling part of Bedford
" county into a feparate county," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Adjourned until three o'clock on Monday next, P. M.
Monday,

made

report,

-,

A

C

Monday

P

November

',

1

17,

1788.

P.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.
divers inhabitants of the county of Chejhr was read,
maintenance of the poor may be revifed, and that an
the
for
prayino- the laws
act be pafTed, obliging the taxable inhabitants of the faid county to pay for
the fupport of their poor in proportion to their refpective abilities, and therein to appoint truflees, to purchafe and take in truft a fmall parcel of land, for
the purpofe of erecting neceffary buildings thereon to accommodate their

The Houfe met

A

petition

from

Ordered

to lie

poor.

A

petition

on the

table.

from 485 freeholders and

others, inhabitants of the townfhip

of the Northern Liberties of the city of Philadelphia, was read, praying an
adt may be pafTed to afTefs and levy an equal tax upon all the taxables in the
faid townfhip, for the purpofe of fupporting their own poor, and that fo
much of the prefent poor laws as attaches the faid townfhip to the Houfe of
Employment in the city of Philadelphia may be repealed.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A letter from the Honorable Tench Coxe, Efquire, elected a Delegate to
reprefent this ftate in the Congrefs of the United States, until the conftitution for the government of the faid United States fhall be in operation,
notifying his acceptance of the faid appointment, was read.
The petition of Jofeph Barnes, in behalf of James Rumfey, read November
13th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Lewis, Mr. M'Dowell,
Mr. Kennedy and Mr. M'Lene, to report thereon.
On motion,
Refolved, That Mr. Fitz/imons, Mr. M'Pherfon, Mr. Foulke, Mr. Thomas,
Mr. Dering, Mr. M'Clellan, Mr. Beale, Mr. Ludwig, Mr. Ihrie, Mr. Saylor, Mr. White, Mr. Irwin, Mr. Marfiall, Mr. Philips, Mr. M'Lene, Mr.
Roberts, Mr. Car/on, Mr. Gore and Mr. Davifon be a committee, to report a plan for the improvement of the public roads within this ftate.
Ordered, That a motion made in the late Houfe of Affembly October 4th,
and by them recommended to this Houfe, relative to the laying out of a
public highway from the higheft boatable waters of the weft branch of the
river Sufquehanna, to the neareft boatable waters of the river Allegheney, be
referred to the lafl

named committee,

to report thereon.

The report on the petition of the Minifters of the German Lutheran
congregation in and near the city of Philadelphia, read November 15th, was
Whereupon
read the fecond time
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, for granting
acres of the unappropriated lands of this ftate to the German
Lutheran congregation in and near the city of Philadelphia, for the purpofe
of endowing a free fchool, for the ufe of the poor of the faid congrega:

tion.

Ordered, That Mr. Fitzfimons, Mr. Re iff and Mr. Richards be a
mittee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.

com-

The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An
" Acl to enable the Land-Officers to ijue re-locating warrants in the cafes
" therein defcribed," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

The

[
The committee
" Act for

the
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appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An
of Henry Cleland Baker, Jofeph Richard Robefon,

relief

Benjamin Barton and Robert Hunter, mfolvent debtors, confined in the gaol
of the city and county of Philadelphia," which was read the firft time,
and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Adjourned until half paft nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

•*'

**

'Tuefday,

The Houfe met

A

November 18, 1788.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from Jofeph Perkins and Abraham Morrow was read, fetting
forth, that by order of the Supreme Executive Council they repaired and
cleaned the arms of the militia of the city and county of Philadelphia, in
expectation of receiving payment upon completion of the work, and ftating
that they have only received a fmall part of the fum due to them, and pray~
ing this Houfe to direct- payment of the balance remaining unpaid.
Ordered to lie on the table.
petition

The
day,

petition of divers inhabitants of the county of Chejler,

read yefter-

was read the fecond time.

Ordered,

That

it

be referred to the

members from

Chejler county, to re-

port thereon.

The committee

appointed November 14th, to confer with Council on
the refolution of the late Houfe of Affembly of the 29th March laft, made
report, which was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was
read the fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.
Whereas the legiflature of this ftate did, by their refolution of the 29th
March laft, Requeft
" That the Supreme Executive Council {hall call upon the refpeclive Coun*' ty Lieutenants within this ftate for the actual returns of all perfons within
** their refpective counties, made fubjeci by law to the performance of mi*' litia duties, together with a return of the perfons who have actually at" tended on mufter days within the years 1785, 1786 and 1787, and that
" fuch returns be laid before the General Affembly at their next feffion."
And by one other refolution of the 14th inftant, did requeft of Council
to inform the Houfe what returns had been made in obedience to the fore-

going refolution.
And whereas it has been reprefented to a committee appointed to confer
with Council upon this fubjeci:, that fuch returns cannot be obtained, in as
much as the number of perfons attending on mufter days is not afcertained Therefore
Refolved, That fo much of the faid refolutions, as requires returns of the
perfons attending militia duties on mufter days, be refcinded.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An
" Acl for granting to the corporation of the Mtnijlers, Veflrymen and Church
" Wardens of the German Lutheran congregation in and near the city of Phi«« ladelphia, in the flat e
of Pennfylvania, certain lands therein mentioned, for
" endowing a free fchool, for the ufe of the poor of the faid congregation-," which
was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
:

I

The

3
1

1

[
The
e*

bill,

entituled

" An Aft
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to enable the Land-Officers to ijfue reheating

warrants in the cafes therein defcribed,"

was read the fecond time, and

debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for the third reading,

and forthwith

publiflied for conlideration.
The bill, entituled " An

Aft for the relief of Henry Cleland Baker, Jofeph Richard Robefon, Benjamin Burton and Robert Hunter, infohent
** debtors, confined in the gaol
of the city and county of Philadelphia," was read
the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for the third reading, and forthwith

**

published for confideration.

The

bill,

"

entituled

A

Supplement

to

an

aft,

entituled

" An

AcT: for

ereding part of Bedford county into a feparate county," was read the
fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for the third reading, and forthwith
**

publifhed for confideration.

The
" of

bill,

" An Aft

entituled

to incorporate the Pre/by terian

Congregation

Tredyffrin town/hip, in the county of Chefter," was read the third time,

and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered,

That

it

be engroiTed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

law.

The

" An Aft

to fufpend for a limited time the colleftion of
laws
pafed before the twenty -fecond day of
all militia fines incurred under
t( March, one
thoufand feven hundred and eighty -eight," was read the third
time, and debated by paragraphs.
On the queftion, " Shall the fame be engrofed, for the purpofe of being
" enafted into a law?" the Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. M'Lene and
bill,

entituled

"

—

Mr.

—

Piper, and were as follow, viz.

YEAS.

YEAS,
i

George Clymer,

2 Thomas Fitzfimons,
3 Jacob Hi/tzheimer,

4 Lawrence

Sickle,

5 William M'Pherfon,
6 John Salter,
7 Gerardus Wynkoop,
8

John Chapman,

9 Valentine Upp,
10 Samuel Foulke,
Richard Thomas,
1
Mark Wilcox,
l 2

John M'Dowell,

1

14 Caleb fames,
15 Richard Downing, jun.
16 fames Clemfon,
17 John Hopkins,
18 James Cunningham,

NAYS.
1

David

Mitchell,

2 Thomas Kennedy,

19 Jacob Erb,

20 Henry Dering,
21

David

M'Clellan,

22 Thomas Lilley,
23 Henry Tyfon,

24 Jofeph Reed,
Say lor,
26 John White,
27 John Irwin,
28 William Todd,
25

Jac °b

29 John Nevil,
30 James Johnfon,
3

Robert Loltar,

32 Jacob Reiff,
33 Jonathan Roberts,
34 Obadiah Gore,
35 Hugh Davifon.

NAY
3 Thomas Beale,
4 Jonathan Hoge,

S.

NAYS.

2

C

1

35

NAYS.
5 Jofepb Sands,

1

6 John Ludwig,
7 Peter Trex/er, jun.
8 Peter Ealer,

9 Conrad Ihrie, jun.
10 j^« P/)Vr,
11 James Barr,

it

3

Allifon,

14 Alexander Wright,
15 John Gilchreejl,
16 Theophilus Philips,
17 James M'Lene,
18 y^/tfw Or/,6,
19 John Car/on.

James Mar/hall,

1

So

NAYS.
James

was determined

On

in the affirmative.

motion,

Refolved, That Mr. Fitzjimons, Mr. Clymer, Mr. Downing, Mr. i&gv? and
Mr. M'Lene be a committee, to confer with the Supreme Executive Council upon the fubjecl of militia fines, and to report a plan for afcertaining the
neceffary exonerations from fuch firres, and doing juftice in the premifes.
Adjourned until half pafr. nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

Wednefday^ November 19, 1788.

A.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
Samuel Maclay, Efquire, elected a reprefentative for the county of Northumberland, appearing in the Houfe, was qualified conformably to the directions of the conftitution, and admitted to take his feat.
A memorial from the Honorable William Irwin and James R. Reid, in
behalf of themfelves and the Honorable John Armjlrong, jun. was read,
fetting forth inconveniences incurred by them in confequence of the depreciated ftate of the paper currency, in which their wages for their fervices
have been paid them, and praying redrefs.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from Gabriel Coxe, George Vallandingen and Andrew Swearingen,
was read, fetting forth, that during the late war they employed Captain
Thomas Bays to raife a company of volunteers, for the protection of the frontier inhabitants of the county of Wajhington ; that Captain Bays, upon application to the officers of government, being refufed a fettlement of his accounts, commenced a luit, obtained judgment for the amount, being two hundred and jifty-frve pounds, and execution has been awarded againfr. them for
the faid fum; and praying this Houfe to direct payment of the faid fum of
money ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond
time.
Ordered,

That

it

be referred to Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Nevil,

Mr. Marfoall and Mr.

Lollar, to report thereon.

The petition of Jqfeph Perkins and Abraham Morrow, read yefterday, was
read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee of claims, to report
thereon.

On

motion,

That Mr. Irwin be added to the committee appointed November
13th, on that part of the melTage which relates to provifion being made by
Ordered,

law

[
law

for the
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appointment of perfons to perform the duties of

Sheriffs, in the

of contended elections.
"
On motion,
for the ekaion of
Ordered, That F™%/ next be afligned

cafes

"

_

this

a Treaiurer of

commonwealth.

appointed November 13th, on that part ot the meiiage reof the town of Bedford, made report,
fpefting a review of the road weftward
which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 15th, on the petition of Jeremiah
others, made report, which was read ; and
Fitter, in behalf of himfelf and
the fecond time:
on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read

The committee

Whereupon,
Refolved,

;

That

a

committee be appointed

the prayer of laid petition.
Ordered, That Mr. Nevil,

.

to bring in a bill,

agreeably to

Lollar be a committee,
refolution.
foregoing
to bring in a bill conformably to the
The report of the committee read November 14th, on the petitions of 1750
the fecond time,
inhabitants of the county of Dauphin, was read
Mr. Tyfon and Mr. Ludwtg
that
and
Ordered, That it be re-committed,

Mr. Johnfon and Mr.

be added to the committee.
" An
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled
" Ac~l for quieting the difiurbances at Wyoming, and for confirming to certain
« perfons, called Connecticut Claimants, the lands by them claimed within the
" county of Luzerne," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled " An A8 for granting to the corporation of the miniLutheran congregation in
"
veftrymen and church wardens of the German
fters

Pennfylvania, certain
the city of Philadelphia, in the fate of
the ufe of the poor of
lands t herein mentioned, for endowing a free fchool, for
time, and debated by parathe faid congregation," was read the fecond

"and* near
«
"

and forthwith
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for the third reading,
published for confideration.
The bill, entituled " An Acl to fufpend for a limited time the colieclton cj
« all militia fines incurred under laws faffed before the twenty fecond day of
having been brought
one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-eight,"
into a law, and the Speaker
in engroffed, was compared at the table, enadted

««

March,

directed to fign the fame.
printed, and one hunOrdered, That two hundred copies of the faid aft be
to be by him
dred of the faid copies be delivered to the Comptroller-General,
within
counties
refpedive
the
immediately tranfmitted to the Lieutenants of
this

commonwealth.

On

'

motion,

:,n_'

g

Mr. ChapOrdered, That Mr. Fitzfimons, Mr. Hiltzheimer, Mr. Wynkoop,
to vifit
committee,
man, Mr. McDowell, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Johnfon, be a
the Pennfylvania Hofpital, and make report.
Adjourned until half part nine o'clock to-morrow, A.

M.
Thurfday,

[

Thurfdayt
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November no, 1788.

A. M.

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of the county of Huntingdon, praying Aughwick creek may be declared a public highway, read in the
Houfe of Affembly, September 12th

late

and read

;

was prefented to the chair,
laft,
and on motion, and by fpecial order the fame was read the fecond

time.

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. M'Lene and Mr.
Davifon, to report thereon.
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of the townfhips of Dublin
and Shirley, in the county of Huntingdon, praying Aughwick creek may not
be declared a public highway, read in the late Houfe of Affembly, September 26th laft, was prefented to the chair, and read ; and on motion, and by
fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the feveral petitions for and againft the meafure, on the
files of the late Houfe, be read ; and the fame being read, they were referred,
with the petitions now prefented, to Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. M'Lene and Mr.
Davifon, to report thereon.
petition from Benjamin Mevey was read, fetting forth, that in the year
1786 he purchafed, from a certain John Hull, a tract of 233 acres of land,
fituated in the townfhip of Robinfon, and county of Wajhington, and paid the

A

full

confideration

money

;

that by

fome mifmanagement

in refpect to lay-

ing certain warrants of furvey on certain lands, your petitioner's title to the
above mentioned trad of land is rendered defective ; that he hath made
application to the Orphans Court of Wajhington county for relief in the premifes, which court hath referred him to the Legiflature ; therefore prayAnd divers
ing redrefs may be afforded him by an ad: of General Affembly.
documents in fupport of fads fet forth in faid petition were alfo read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from the coachmakers, and other mechanics employed in the
various branches of the manufacture, was read, praying that fo much of the
aft, entituled " An At~l for raijing and collecting of money on the fpecified ar*' ticks therein mentioned, for the fupport
of government, and for other pur" pofes therein }?ientioned," as impofes a tax upon all pleafurable carriages
within this ftate, may be repealed ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the
fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Chapman, Mr. Wilcox and Mr. Johnfon, to report thereon.
petition from Samuel Delap, of the city of Philadelphia, book-feller,
praying an act may be paffed authorising the free fale of books j
read,
was
and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.

A

Ordered,

That

it

be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Kennedy,

inftructions to report a bill, if they

with

A

deem

it

neceffary.

from 996 inhabitants of the county of Northumberland, refiding on the weft fide of the river Sufquehantia, was read, praying for a dipetition

of faid county.
Ordered to lie on the

vifion

A

letter

from David

table.

Rittenhoufe, Efquire,

was read, requefting

to

be re-

appointed Treafurer of this State.
Ordered to lie on the table.

K

A

letter

3«

[

]

A letter from his Excellency the Prefident of the Supreme Executive
Council was prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.
In

COUNCIL,

November 20th, 1788.

Philadelphia,

SIR,

IH A V E

the honor to inclofe to you, for the information of the Legiflawhich Council received yefterday from the Attorney-Ge-

a letter,

ture,

November

neral, dated Wilkejbarre,

8th, 1788.

I am, SIR,
With great
Tour

refpecl,

moji obedient

and very humble fervant,

THOMAS MIFFLIN,
"The

Hon.

Richard Peters,

Prefident.

Efq;

Speaker of the General AJJembly.

And

the letter inclofed was alfo read.
was made by Mr. Clymer, feconded by Mr. Gore,
motion
A
That a committee be appointed to confider of a law for the
folvent debtors,

who

relief

of in-

are not citizens of this flate.

Ordered, That the confideration of the faid motion be poftponed.
The memorial of the Honorable William Irwine and James R. Reid, read
vefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Fitzfimons, Mr. M'Pherfon and Mr.
Hoge, to report thereon.
The Houfe refumed the confideration of the memorial and petition of the
people called Quakers, read November 7th, as follows, viz.

To

The

the

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

MEMORIAL

and

PETITION

in the city

e/

Pennsylvania.

of the people called

Quakers,

of Philadelphia,

RefpeBfully fieweth,

THAT

at the early fettlement of Pennfylvania, the prefervation of the
morals of the inhabitants was confidered by the legiflature effential
to the well-being and profperity of the community, and many wife laws
were enacted for the fuppreffion of vice and immorality, which appeared to
them likely to be greatly promoted by ftage-entertainments, wherever they
And accordingly the Aflemblies paffed divers acts, from
were permitted
time to time, to prohibit them, although difallowed by the rulers in Great*
Britain, who then exercifed a controul over the legiflature here ; their exceptions being founded on maxims of mere human policy, rather than virtuous confiderations.
Neverthelefs, the virtue of the people for a confiderable time manifefted fuch an abhorrence of thofe infnaring diversions, that the
ftage actors did not find it their interefl to profecute their corrupting employment And fince the late revolution, the legiflature, actuated by lauda:

—

—

ble motives, enacted the law, entituled " An ASl for the prevention of vice
and immorality, and unlawful gaming, and to refrain diforderly fports and

Wipa-

—
[

39

]

dijppathn" patted in 1786 (for a repeal of which a petition was prefentlate Houfe of Aflembly by Lewis Hallam and "John Henry, in beand other Comedians) notwithftandmg which, in defithemfelves
half of
ance of its authority, regardlefs of the penalties, and in contempt of government, thofe delufive fcenes have in the courfe of laft fummer been exhibited, and, as appears by public advertifements, are of late renewed.
Other perfons alfo, promoters of licentioufnefs, at the fame time continued
amufements among the people of the like pernicious tendency. Whereupon, aftedted with concern that thefe exhibitions mould be revived at any
time, but more cfpecial'ly when a ftagnation of commerce, a fcarcity of money, and a great appearance of a failure of the ftaple of this country, from
the alarming deftrudtion of our wheat by an unufual infedr,, require a ferious
attention to an improvement in every moral and religious duty, an addrefs
was prefented to the Executive Council on the eighteenth day of the feventh
month laft (a copy whereof is alfo herewith offered to your confideration)
fetting forth our juft apprehenfions refpedting fuch entertainments, which
are not founded on mere fpeculative opinion ; it being not only the fenfe of
divers perfons confpicuous for wifdom and virtue, refulting from their religious obfervation and experience, but fupported by incontrovertible fadt.
Sir "John Hawkins, fpeaking of the pernicious effedts of plays, fays, " Upon
" fetting up or opening of a certain theatre, its contiguity to the city foon
** made it a place of great refort, and what was apprehended from the adver*• tifement of plays to be exhibited in that quarter of the town foon fol" lowed ; the adjacent houfes became taverns in name, but in truth they
«« were houfes of lewd refort, and the former occupiers of tHem, ufeful raa*' nufadturers and induftrious artificers, were driven to feek elfewhere for a
" refidence." And he further remarks, " that the merchants of London,
u then a grave fagacious body of men, found the theatre was a temptation
** to idlenefs and to pleafure that their clerks could not refift; they regretted
«' to fee the corruptions of Covent Garden extended, and the feats of induftry
H hold forth allurements to vice and debauchery." And again he obferves,
'* that although of plays it is faid, that they teach morality,
and of the
*• flage, that it is the mirror of human life ; thefe aflertions are mere decla?' mation, and have no foundation in truth or experience; on the contrary, a
** play-houfe, and the regions about it, are the very hot-beds of vice; how
** elfe comes it to pafs, .that no fooner is a play-houfe opened in any part
" of the kingdom, than it becomes furrounded with an halo (or circle)
*« of brothels.
Of this truth the neighbourhood of the place I am now
«' fpeaking of has had experience; one parifh alone adjacent thereto hav** ing, to my knowledge, expended the fum of 1300I. in profecutions, for
" the purpofe of removing thofe inhabitants whom the play-houfe had

vc

cd to the

" drawn

thither."

the account related by this author of the unhappy and deftru&ive
confident fuch places of diflipation
effedts of thefe vain recreations.
and extravagance are with the profefTion of chriftianity, and our prefentcir-

Such

is

How

cumftances, requires no great difcernment to perceive.
And as the moral, political and religious intereft of the community are,
unitedly, the great objedt of legiflative attention, when it becomes evident,
by the loud calls of public calamity, that frugality and induftry are effential
to the well-being of the people ; that vice is gaining ground, and religion
in danger of being openly the fubjedt of ridicule; and the ferious, important,

[
ant,
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and felf-denying precepts of the gofpel

fet at

nought, by the introduc-

—

it then becomes the
tion of thofe feminaries of lewdnefs and irreligion ;
to
exprefs
people,
every
denomination,
their feelings
of
virtuous part of the

with energy, and avow their difapprobation of proceedings fo injurious.
Influenced by a fenfe of duty and fincere regard for the youth and others
of the prefent day, we are engaged to requeft your ferious attention to the
premifes, and that you may reject the application of the faid Lewis Hallam
and John Henry, however fupported by plaufible, though fallacious, pretentions.

And we

earneftly defire the

fame laudable

zeal,

which influenced your pre-

their virtuous endeavours to preferve the morals of the people

deceflbrs in

from depravity, may induce you to reject an offer, which propofes to raife
a revenue by fo corrupt a practice, at the rifque of the virtue, happinefs,
and folid reputation of the people.
And, laftly, that you will make fuch further provifion for the due execution of the law before mentioned, as alfo to prevent jugglers, mountebanks,
rope-dancers, and other immoral and irreligious entertainments, as under
the direction of bell: wifdom you may fee meet.
Signed, on behalf of the faid people called Quakers, Philadelphia, eleventh

month fixth, one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-eight, by
Ifaac Zane,

J°fepb Bringhurjl,

Owen

Nicholas Wain,

"Jones,

Daniel Drinker,

fames Pemberton,
Caleb Car malt,
John Head,

BenediSi Dorfey,

Charles Weft,
David Bacon,

Samuel Hopkins,

John Parrifh,

John

Owen

Biddle,

William Clifton t

Jojl.wa Howell,

Elliott, jun.
'Thomas Morris,

Samuel Lewis,

John James,

John Drinker,

Jonathan Evans, jun.

Whereupon the memorial and petition of Lewis Hallam and John Henry,
read November 12th, was read the fecond time, as follows, viz.
To the Honorable the Representatives of
wealth of

The

Pennsylvania,

MEMORIAL

Henry,

and

in

Freemen of the
General Assembly met.

PETITION

of

the

common-

Lewis Hallam and John

on behalf of themfelves and others, the Comedians, commonly

called the

American Company,

Humbly foeweth,

THAT

your petitioners, fupported and recommended by a numerous
and refpedable lilt of citizens, have heretofore addrefled the honorable legillature of Pennjylvania, foliciting a repeal of that part of an act of
Aflembly which prohibits dramatic entertainments;

That

4'

L

]
•

That on

renewal of the application of your petitioners to the late honorable Houfe, their prayer was referred to a committee, who, after folemn
deliberation upon the fubjecl, made a report in the following words :" The committee on the petition of Lewis Hallam and John Henry beg

"

a

leave to report

" That they would not have
"
"
"
"
"
"

underftood, that in the prefent report,
which will be favorable to the petitioners, they are in the leaft influenced
by any particular or perfonal wilh for the eftablifhment of a theatre. But

a

queflion of fuch importance

it

it

is

their duty to

examine with

care, as

the part of integrity to propofe their genuine fentiments upon it,
it be forefeen that they will differ from thofe entertained by
many perfons truly eftimable for their moral and religious virtues.

it

is

even mould

" The committee have had to withftand the force of a very ferious and
" important objection made to the ftage, that it has ever been a great cor" rupter of the public morals; but this pofition, as one of a fpeculative
" nature, is not capable of compleat demonstration it is even doubted

—

" whether it is to be maintained. The better opinion feems to be,
" dramatic pieces, in common with other works of tafte and fentiment,
" to the general refinement of manners, and to the polifh of fociety;

that

tend
than

" which nothing can be more favorable to the growth of the virtues.
" In this regard it may be faid, that men, of appearance the far theft re" moved from the influence of the ftage, have obligations to it, which they
" will neither perceive nor own.
" But your committee have been led to contemplate the ftage as the great
" mark of genius, and, as fuch, a natural and neceffary concomitant of our

We have caft off a foreign yoke in government, but fliall
dependent for thofe productions of the mind which do moft
" honor to human nature, until we can afford due protection and encourage" ment to every fpecies of cur own literature.
" In thefe fentiments your committee offer the following refolution :
•' Re/olved,
That a fpecial committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to
" licence a theatre in or near the city of Philadelphia, for dramatic repre" independence.

*'

ftill

"

fentations."

be

But owing, as your petitioners believe, to the multiplicity of bulinefs
which engaged the attention of the late General Aflembly, in their laft feffion, no proceedings were had upon the above report.
Your petitioners, therefore, pray this honorable Houfe to take the fame
into your favorable consideration ; and that you will be pleafed to grant a
licence, agreeably to the report of the foregoing refolution, under fuch regulations and reftrictions as in your wifdom you fhall think meet and proper.

And your petitioners,

as in ditty bound, /hall ever pray,

&c.

LEWIS HALLAM,
JOHN HENRY.
Philadelphia,

It

November qth, 1788.

was then moved by Mr. Clymer, feconded by Mr. Moore,
poftpone the conlideration of the faid petition of Lewis Hallam and

To

John Henry.

L

On

[

4*

]

—

fame ?" the
Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Orth, and were as follow, viz.

On

the queftion,— " Will the Houfe agree

YEAS.

to

pojlpone

the
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The

report on the petition of the Juftices

Wejlmor eland, read November

<of

]

1

of the Peace of the county
4th, was read the fecond time : Where-

upon

That

committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to repeal the
Jaw which fufpends the powers of the Truftees of Wejlmor-eland county, fo
that they may proceed at their difcretion to apply the remaining part of the
money levied and collected, towards the purpofes for which it was granted.
Ordered, That the members from Wcjlmoreland county be a committee,
t
to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The committee appointed November 12th, on the petition of the Trufteee
of Wajlnngton county, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An
" A5l to e/lablijlj a volunteer company of artillery in the city of Philadelphia,"
which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Refolved,

a

\

Adjourned

until half paft nine o'clock

Friday

',

The Houfe met

A

to-morrow, A.

November 21, 1788.

M.

A. M.

pur'fuant to adjournment.

from the Honorable Thomas M'Kean, Efquire, Chief
and the Honorable Jacob Rujh, Efquire, one of the Judges of the
Supreme Court, was read, fetting forth, that their falaries are paid them in
depreciated paper money, which they conceive to be contrary to the conftitution, wherein it is declared, that in order to infure the independence of
their fituation, their falaries fhould be fixed, and praying this Houie to take
the premifes into consideration, and grant them relief.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from divers members of the German Lutheran congregation of
St. Peter's church, in the townmip of Pikeland, and county of Chejler, was
read, praying to be incorporated j and on motion, and by fpecial order, the
fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the petitioners have leave to bring in a bill, conformably to
reprefentation

Juftice,

the prayer of their petition.
A petition from the German Lutheran congregation of Zion church, in
the townfhip of Pikeland, and county of Chejler, was read, praying to be
incorporated; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the

fecond time.
Ordered, That the petitioners have leave to bring in a bill, conformably to
the prayer of their petition.
A petition from George Philip Gruber, late a foldier in the German battalion, in the fervice of the United States, was read, fetting forth, that he
entered into the fervice in the year 1777, and continued therein until 1780,
that he has not received the arrearages and the depreciation due on his pay,
and praying the Houfe to direct payment thereof; and on motion, and by

fame was read the fecond time.
That it be referred to the committee on claims,

fpecial order, the

Ordered,

to

report

thereon.

A

me-
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A

memorial from the committee of the manufacturing fund of the P&nnfylvanra Society, for promoting manufactures and ufeful arts, was read,
letting forth, that they have at length, by actual experiments, afcertained
the practicability of carrying on the manufacture of divers kinds of cotton
goods to great advantage, and flating the advantages which may be derived
by the introduction of fome of the moil: improved machines now ufed in
Great-Britain; that an
in

this

artiil,

fkilled in conftru cling thofe

machines,

is

now

who

has offered his fervices, but the limited ftate of their
infufficient to avail themfelves of this important advantage; there-

city,

funds is
fore praying the aid of this Houfe.
Ordered to lie en the table.
A petition from a number of the people called Quakers, members of the
weftern quarterly meeting held in the county of Cbejler, was read, praying
they may be exonerated from the payment of all militia fines, on account of
their religious perfuafion.

Ordered

to lie

on the table.

The committee on

claims, to

whom

were referred the petitions of Frances

Ramie, Martin Jugiez and George Rutter, Cbrijlian Helm, and Jojepb Perkins

and Abraham Morrow, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee on ways and means made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe proceeded to the election
of a Treafurer of this irate, for the enfuing year, and the ballots being
taken, it appeared that David Rittenhoufe, Elquire, was unanimously elected.

The

report on the petition of Robert Lejlie, read yefterday,

fecond time
Refolved,

Whereupon
That a committee be appointed

was read the

:

to bring in a bill,

for the pur-

pofes expreffed in the prayer of the petition of Robert Lejlie, he having previoufly regiftered in the Prothonotary's office of the city and county of Philadelphia, an accurate defcription of the improvements mentioned in his faid

fame may be identified.
Ordered, That Mr. Chapman, Mr. Moore and Mr. Allifon be a committee,
to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
« AB to repeal an acl, entituled " An Act to fufpend the powers of the
" Truftees of Wejhnoreland county," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled " An Acl to ejlahlijl) a volunteer company of artillery
" in the city of Philadelphia," was read the fecond time, and debated by pa-

petition,

fo that the

ragraphs.

Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith printed for public confideration.
to enable aliens to pnrchafe and hold real ejlates
The bill, entituled " An
" •within this commonwealth" was read the fecond time, and debated by pa-

AB

ragraphs.

Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith printed for public confideration.

Adjourned

until three o'clock, P.

M.
Eodem

[
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Eodem Die.

]

P.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
the college of phyficians of the city of Philadelphia
from
A
was
read, praying to be incorporated.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The memorial and petition of the committee of the manufacturing fund
•of the Pennfylvania fociety, for promoting manufactures and ufeful arts, read
this forenoon, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the city members, to report thereon.
The committee of accounts made report, which was read, as follows,
petition

viz.

The committee

of accounts beg leave to report,
That they have received of David Rittenhoufe, Efquire, State Treafurer,
the fum of one million three hundred and ninety-one thoufand two hundred and ninety-one dollars, in bills of credit emitted by a refolution
of Congrefs of the eighteenth day of March, 1780, and by the adt of General Affembly of the firft day of June, 1780, all which bills they have
examined, counted, burned and deftroyed, according to law.
The report on that part of the meflage refpecling a review of the road
weft ward of the town of Bedford, read November 19th, was read the fecond
Whereupon,
time
Refolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be, and they are hereby authorifed and requefted to appoint one or more fuitable perfons to view and
mark out a road betwen Bedford and Pitt/burgh, by the neareft courfes and
moft practicable ground, and that an eftimate of the expence of laying out
and making fuch road be laid before the General AfTembly.
Refolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be, and they are hereby
authorifed to draw upon the State Treafurer for the fums necefTary to defray
the expences of viewing and marking the faid road, to be paid out of the
unappropriated revenues, and that this Houfe will make provifion by law
for fuch payment.
The bill, entituled " An A5l to repeal an ac~l, entituled " An Acl to
4t fufpend the powers of the Truftees of
Wejlmoreland county," was read the
debated
by
and
paragraphs.
fecond time,
Ordered, That it be tranlcribed for a third reading, and forthwith printed
:

for public consideration.
Agreeably to leave given, a

tuled

" An Ac! Jor

" flipping
««

member prefented to the
German Lutheran

incorporating the

chair a

bill,

enti-

congregation wor-

at the church called St. Peter V, in Pikeland town/hip, in the county

which was read the
Ordered to lie on the table.

of Chefter,"

firft

time, and

Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to the chair a bill, entituled " An Ac~l jor incorporating the German Lutheran congregation wor** fhipping at the church called Zion, in Pikeland townjhip, in the county
of
" Chefter," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " Art
** AB for afcertaining the
fnenefs of gold and filver, and preventing frauds
** and

M
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" and

abufes in manufactories

]

made thereof," which was read the

firft

time,

and
Ordered to lie on the table.
A motion was made by Mr. Clymer, feconded by Mr. Gore,
To take up for a fecond reading the bill, entituled " An A6i for quieting
" the dijlurbances at Wyoming, and for confirming to certain perfons, called
" Connecticut Claimants, the lands by them claimed within the county of
** Luzerne."
It was then moved by Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Orth,
To poftpone the consideration of the faid motion.
Which was carried in the affirmative.

Adjourned

until nine o'clock

Saturday,

to-morrow, A.

M.

November 22, 1788.

A.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
petition from divers inhabitants of the county of Bucks was read, fetting
forth, that they have formed themfelves into an affociation, for the purpofe
of eftabliftiing a library at Newtown, in the county of Backs, and praying
leave to bring in a bill to incorporate them, by the name of the Newtown
Library Company, of the county of Bucks; and on motion, and by fpecial
order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the prayer thereof be granted.
A petition from twenty-five inhabitants of the townfhip of Salem, in the
county of Luzerne, was read, praying they may not be diverted of their poffeffions, and their property verted in the perfons, commonly called Connecticut

A

Claimants.

Ordered to

The

lie

on the

table.

petition of the college of phyficians of the city of Philadelphia, read

yefterday,

Ordered,

On

was read the fecond time.
That the prayer thereof be granted.

motion,

That

draw an order on the Treafurer
of the General AfTembly, for the fum of
feventy-fve pounds, to pay the contingent expences of the Houfe, and that
he account therefor with the committee of accounts.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled "
" Supplement to the acJ, entituled " An Act to provide for the payment of the
" principal and intereft of fuch of the bills, emitted purfuant to refolution of
" Congrefs of the eighteenth day of March, one thoufand feven hundred
" and eighty, and an act of the legiflature of this ftate of June the firft, one
" thoufand feven hundred and eighty, as fhall remain unredeemed on the
" thirty-firft day of December, one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-fix,"
which was read; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the
fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith printed
Refolved,

of this

ftate,

the Speaker be authorifed to

in favor of the Clerk

A

for public coniideration.

Adjourned

until half part;

two

o'clock, P.

M.
Eodem

47
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Eodem Die.
The Houfe met

A

i

M.

P.

purfuant to adjournment.

from the coachmakers, and other mechanics employed in the
various branches of that manufacture, was read, of a fimilar tenor with the
petition of the coachmakers, &c. read November 20th ; and on motion, and
by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Chapman, Mr. Wilcox and Mr. Johnpetition

Jon, to report thereon.
letter from his Excellency the Prefident of the

A

Council, was prefented to the chair, and read,

COUNCIL,

In

Philadelphia,

Supreme Executive

as follows,

viz.

November zzd, 1788.

SIR,
H AVE

the honor to tranfmit to you a letter, which Council received
morning, dated at Fort Harmar, November 3d, 1788, from Richard
Butler and John Gibjbn, Efquires, Commiffioners for purchafing of the Indians the tract of country lying on Lake Erie, and ceded to this ftate by
the United States, together with a lift of goods immediately wanted for that

I

this

purpofe.

be informed if any fund hath been provided by the Legisorders as they may think proper to draw on
the State Treafurer, for the purpofe of making the purchafe of the Indians
of the tract above mentioned, and in conformity with the relolve of the General Affembly of the thirteenth of September, 1788.

Council wifh

lature, for the

to

payment of fuch

I have

the honor to be,

1

With great

reJpecJ,

sir/
Tour mojl

obedient

and very humble fervant,

THOMAS MIFFLIN,
To the Honorable

the

Prelident.

Speaker

of the General AJfembly.

And

the feveral papers enclofed were alfo read.

On

motion,

orders on the State Treafurer, in favor of
Peter Z. Lloyd, for twenty-Jive pounds, for his extra fervices during the reRefolved,

That the Speaker draw

cefs of the houfe.

In favor of Jacob Shallus, for twenty-Jive pounds, for his extra fervices.
In favor of James Martin, Serjeant at Arms, for ten pounds, for his extra attendance.

In favor of Jofeph Fry, Door-keeper, for ten pounds, for his extra attendance.
The committee of accounts made report, which was read; and on motion,
and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time Whereupon
:

Rejolved,
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1

That the Speaker be authorifed to draw an order on the State
fum of ninety-feven pounds ten fallings, in favor of Hall

Refolved,

Treafurer, for the

and

of their account for printing the minutes of the third
feffion of the Twelfth General Affembly.
The committee appointed to affix the feal to the laws reported, that they
had affixed the feal to the following laws, viz.
Sellers,

I.

An

in

full

ACT

to enable

vote in the election

fuch perfons within

of Reprefentatives of

this Jlate,

this Jlate in the

who are

entitled t»

Houfe of Reprefent-

atives in the Congrefs of the United States, and who JJjall be neceffarily out of
their reJpeBive diJlriBs at the enfuing election, to give their votes in the feveral
places where public bufmefs Jliall require their attendance.

An A C T

fufpend for a limited time the colleElion of all militia fines
incurred under laws paffed before the twenty- fecond day of March, one thoufand
feven hundred and eighty -eight.
II.

An

III.

townfap,

to

ACT

to incorporate the Prejbyterian

in the county

Congregation of Tredyffrin

of Chefter.

ACT

IV. An
for the relief of Henry Cleland Baker, Jofeph Richard
Robefon, Benjamin Burton and Robert Hunter, infolvent debtors, confined in
the gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia.

A SUPPLEMENT

" An Acl to provide
of fuch of the bills, emitted
" purfuant to refolution of Congrefs of the eighteenth day of March, one
" thoufand feven hundred and eighty, and an act of the Legiflature of this
" ftate of June the firft, one thoufand feven hundred and eighty, as fhall
remain unredeemed on the thirty-firft day of December, one thoufand feven
(i
hundred and eighty-fix."
V.

"

for the

Which

to

an

act,

payment of the principal and

laws were,

as ufual,

entituled

intereft

depofited in the Rolls-Office.

was moved by Mr. Trexler and Mr. Ihrie,
That this Houfe adjourn until Tuefday, the
It

third

day of February

next.

On

the queftion,— " Will the Houfe adjourn until that day ?"

and Nays were called by Mr.

M

f

— the Yeas

Lene and Mr. Kennedy, and were

as fol-

low, viz.

YEAS.

YEAS.
George Clymer,
1
2 Thomas Fitzfimons,
3 Jacob Hiltzheimer,

10

Mark

1 1

Caleb fames,

4 Lawrence

fames Clemfon,
Cunningham,
James
14
1 5 Henry Dering,

Sickle,

5 William M'Pberfon,
6 John Salter,
7 Gerardus Wynkoop,
8

Valentine Upp,

Samuel Foulke,

Wilcox,

12 Richard Downing, jun.
1

3

16 David M'Clellan,
1J Thomas Lilley,
1

8

Henry Tyfon,

YEAS.

t.

YEAS.
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*Thurfdayi February 5,

A

3

1789.

A.

M.

quorum of

Reprefentatives met.
George Logan, Efquire, elected a reprefentative for the county of Phi~
ladelphia, and Alexander Lowrey, Efquire, elefted a reprefentative for the
county of Lancajler, appearing in the Houfe, were feverally qualified con-

formably to the directions of the conftitution, and admitted to take their
feats.

On

motion,

Ordered, That Mr. Moore and Mr. Philips be a committee, to inform
Council that the Houfe being met, are ready to receive any bufinefs they may
have to lay before them.
A petition from the Truftees of Dickinfon College, in the borough of Carlife, was read, fetting forth, that the prefent productive funds of the faid
.feminary are inefficient by upwards of two hundred pounds per annum to pay
the falaries of the profeflbrs, and other neceffary incidental expences, and that
unlefs the legiflature will extend their bounty and foftering care to this inftitution, they are apprehenfive the many advantages to be derived by diffufing ufeful knowledge to the rifing generation will be fruftrated, and praying this
Houfe to grant them fome relief; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the
fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Fitzfmons, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr.
Hoge, to report thereon.
A memorial from the wardens of the port of Philadelphia was read, fetting
forth, that by an act paffed the 4th day of October laft, entituled " An A51
" for ejlabliflring a board of wardens for the port of Philadelphia, and for
" other purpofes therein mentioned," it was enacted that all certificates heretofore granted to pilots mould be in force for one month, and no longer, and that
all perfons not poffeffing legal certificates, and navigating veffels to or from
the port of Philadelphia, mould pay into the hands of the Tonnage-Officer,
a fum equal to one fourth part of the pilotage of faid veffel ; that for want of
fufficient time being allowed, a number of perfons heretofore poffeffing certificates as pilots were fubjected to a lofs of one fourth part of their earnings
until their certificates were renewed, and praying this Houfe to grant them
relief in the premifes ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was
read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the city members, to report thereon.
A petition from Robert Beatty, late a collector of public taxes in the
townfhip of Shippenjburg, and county of Cumberland, and now confined in
the gaol of the faid county on account of fums due for taxes collected and received by him, fetting forth his incapacity to make payment, was read,
praying to be releafed ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was
read the fecond time.

Ordered,

That

it

be referred to the members from the county of Cumber-

land, to report thereon.

A
read,

petition

from Jofepb Barnes, Attorney in fact of James Rumfey, was
memorial read in the late Houfe of Affembly, Septemand praying an act may be paffed, granting unto him, his ex-

referring to his

ber 4th

laft,

ecutors, adminiftrators and affigns, for a term of years, the exclusive right

of making, conftructing,

ufing and vending the feveral machines, inventions,

C

S3

]

engines and devices, by him or in his name defined and fpecified,
and
or to be filed on record before the paffing of fuch law.
Ordered to lie on the table.

lions,
filed

The committee

appointed this morning, to inform Council that
Houfe being met, are ready to receive any bufinefs they may have to lay
fore them, reported that they had performed the fervice, and received
anfwer, that Council would have fome bufinefs to lay before the Houfe

the
befor

to-

morrow.

On

motion of Mr. Clymer, feconded by Mr. Fitzfimons,
That Jofeph Barnes, Attorney of James Rumfey, have leave to
withdraw his petition read in the late Houfe of AlTembly, September 4th
Ordered,

Jaft.

Agreeably to leave .given, a member prefented to the chair a bill, entituled *' An A51 to incorporate the Newtown Library Company in Bucks coun*« ty," which was read the
firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Adjourned until half paft nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

Friday

',

A. M.

February 6, 1789.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
Petitions from 600 inhabitants of the townfhips of Greenwood, Fermanagh, Mi/ford, Lack, Wayne, Derry and Armagh, in the county of Cumberland, were read, praying that the bill under confideration of the late
Houfe of AlTembly, entituled " An A£l for erefling part of the county of
*' Cumberland into a feparate county," may be enacted into a law.

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

A petition from Benjamin Moore, late a collector of public taxes in the
townfhip of Lebanon, and county of Dauphin, and now confined in the
gaol of the faid county on account of fums due for taxes collected and received by him, was read, fetting forth his incapacity to make payment, and
praying to be releafed from confinement.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from Thomas M'Fall, late a foldier in the fifth Pennfylvania
regiment, was read, fetting forth, that on the day of the taking of Fort
JVajkington he received a wound in his leg, and was made a prifoner ; that
from the unhealed ftate of his leg he is frequently difabled from procuring
a livelihood for himfelf and family, and praying this Houfe to grant him
fome

relief.

Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from 1900 citizens and freemen of

much

this

"

commonwealth were

An A3 for

the prevendiforderly
gaming,
and
to
refrain
tion of vice and immorality, and unlawful
fports and dijipation," as reftrains a Theatre in or near the city of Philadelphia for dramatic reprefentations, may be repealed.
Ordered to lie on the table.
On motion,
Ordered, That Mr. M'Pherfon and Mr. Robinfon be added to the committee apppointed November 3d laft, to examine the laws and minutes of

read, praying that fo

of the

act,

entituled

"
"

.

the Houfe, prepare

them

for publication, and correct

them

at the prefs.

A

member,

54
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to leave given, read in his place a bill, entituled
Supplement to an ab~l, entituled " An Act more cffedually to prevent
unfair practices in the packing of beef and pork for exportation, and to

member, agreeably

A

regulate the exportation of flax-feed, butter, and bifcuit in kegs," and having obtained leave, prefented the fame to the chair, when it was read, and
'«

Ordered to

The

bill,

lie

on the

entituled

table.

" An Aft for

" and preventing frauds and

and fiher,
manufactories made thereof" was read

afcertaining the finenefs of gold

abufes in

the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third

reading,

and forthwith

publiihed for confideration.

The
" pany

in

An

Newtown

Library ComBucks county," was read the fecond time, and confidered by para'*

entituled

bill,

A5i

to incorporate the

graphs.
Ordered,

That

it

be tranfcribed for a third reading,

and forthwith

publiihed for confideration.

The
"
"

bill,

entituled

"

An

A5l for incorporating the German Lutheran

congregation ivor/hipping at the church called Zion, in Pikeland town/hip, in
the county of Chefter," was read the fecond time, and confidered by para-

graphs.
Ordered,

That

it

be

tranfcribed for

a third

reading,

and forthwith

publiihed for confideration.
The Secretary of Council attending at the door, was introduced, and prefented to the chair a meflage from his Excellency the Prefident and the Supreme Executive Council, which was read, as follows, "viz.

A MESSAGE

from

the

Council

to

President and
the

the

Supreme Executive

General Assembly.

GENTLEMEN,
of Aflembly, pafled the 4th day of October
purfuance of the
INFrederick
Auguftus Muhlenberg, Henry Wynkoop, "Thomas Hartley, George
act

laft,

'Thomas Fitz/imons, Thomas Scott, Peter Muhlenberg, and Daniel
have
been duly elected to reprefent this ftate in the Congrefs of the
Heifter,
United States ; and Edward Hand, George Gibfon, John Arndt, Collinfon
Read, Lawrence Keene, James Wilfon, James Q'Harra, David Grier, Samuel
Potts, and Alexander Graydon, have been duly chofen as Electors, in behalf
of this ftate, to ballot for a Prefident and Vice-Prefident of the United
Clymer,

States.

No

fund has been afllgned by law for payment of the allowances
The Treafurer has hitherto fatisfied fuch
granted to difabled penfioners.
claims out of the unappropriated funds of the ftate, but the immediate
charges againft thofe funds have of late fo greatly accumulated, that it is
found improper to continue the additional payments to the penfioners j more
efpecially as a diminution of the faid funds will neceflarily be produced by the
operation of the new government. If, therefore, it is intended, that the allowances to the corps of invalids and to other penfioners of the ftate fhall be
continued, it will be neceftary to make provilion by law for thofe purpofes.
The difficulties which frequently occur from the prefent confufed ftate of
our laws render, in our opinion, a revifion and arrangement of the ads of
General
fpecific

—

'
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—

General AfTembly highly proper. Alterations are often made by ads, whole
titles bear no relation to the act which is altered.
Some acts have become
obfolete, from the change or ceffation of their objedts, and many have expired by their own limitations,
while the conftant multiplication of fupplements has greatly increafed the fize and perplexity of our code of laws. We
are therefore of opinion, that the appointment of a perfon of competent
legal talents to digeft and arrange them into a regular and concife fyftem will
be of public utility.
We are informed that many induftrious inhabitants, who are confciencioufly
oppofed to the teft law, and who confider it as creating an invidious and
improper diftinction between citizen and citizen, have left the ftate, and that
many others of the fame opinion are preparing to follow them. While our
neighbours are giving every encouragement to fettlers within their boundaries, the legiflature of Pennfyhania will no doubt endeavour to remove
caufes of uneafinefs on the part of her citizens, fo far, at leaft, as is confiftent
with the fecurity and reputation of the ftate.
As the act of AfTembly, entituled " An AB for facilitating the re" demption of the bills of credit emitted in the year one ihoufand feven hundred
" and eighty -one, and for redeeming part of the funded debt of the fate, by
** the fpeedy collet! ion
of the arrearages due for unpatented lands, which were
*' located before the declaration
of independency," will expire on the tenth day
of April next, we recommend the extenfion of that law in the prefent (eCfion ; and fubmit to the confideration of the General AfTembly, the expediency
of limiting the time for receiving in the Land-Office certificates which have
not been given for original debts of the ftate.
The improvement of the public roads being under the confideration of the
General Affembly, the late purchafe of land on the fouth fide of Lake Erie
will naturally call their attention to that quarter. A communication between
Prefque-J/le (which is included in that purchafe) and the city of Philadelphia,
will, in our opinion, prove of the greateft utility to the public.
That communication may be beft effected by joining the heads of" the weft branch of
Sujquehanna with the fources of the Allegany river, between which, it is faid,
The moft convenient portage from the Sufquehanna
there is a fhort portage.
to the Schuylkill has been thought, by perfons of credit and information, to
be between the Swatara and Tidpehoccon.
We are informed that the river Delaware, at a very moderate expence,
may be made navigable to the northern extremity of Pennfyhania, by which
means an extenfive country, at this time containing many valuable fettlements, and hitherto of little ufe to the ftate, will be brought to communicate with the capital, and afford a confiderable fupply of thofe articles which
form the principal ftaples of Pennfyhania.
Several petitions for the continuation of the Frankfown road to Philadelphia, by the way of Sunbury and Reading, are herewith tranfmitted.
Many
refpectable citizens wifh for a continuation of the fame road by Huntingdon,
and down Juniata. Council are of opinion, that the roads propofed would
be beneficial to the public.
The navigation of the Lehigh, and the roads leading from thence to Nefcopeck and Wyoming, on the eaft branch of Sufquehanna, are alfo objects of
confiderable confequence to the trade of the ftate.
A letter from his Excellency Beverly Randolph, Efquire, inclofing a letter
from the Speakers of the Senate and General AfTembly of the ftate of Virgi-

—

P

nia,

[
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with a copy of the application agreed to by the General AfTembly to
A letter from Henry Knox,
be made to the Cong re Is of the United States
Efquire, Secretary at war, with the act of Congrefs of the 12th of Angujl
The petition of Ebenezer Frcthingham, in behalf
laft, to which it refers.
A reprefentation from the auctioneers of the
of himfelf and other officers.
city and liberties of Philadelphia, relative to a diminution of a branch of the
The report of a committee of Council, appointed to vifit
public revenue.
A letter from Thomas Scott,
the gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia.
Efquire, lately elected a reprefentative of this ftate in the Congrefs of the
And the Comptroller-General's
United States, containing his refignation.
report of the annual expence of the corps of invalids, exclufive of their penfions, with an eftimate of the expence of performing the fervices required of
that corps by watchmen, under the direction of the city wardens, are herewith tranfmitted.
nia,

—

—

—

—

—

—

THOMAS MIFFLIN.

Council-Chamber,
Philadelphia,

And

February 6 th, 1789.

the feveral papers therewith tranfmitted were alfo read.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

Saturday^
The Houfe met

A

to-morrow, A.

February

7',

M.

1789.

A.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from Francis Mentges was read, fetting forth, that in April,
1786, he was appointed, by the Supreme Executive Council, InfpectorGeneral of the militia of this uate, the duties of which he entered upon
and exercifed for a long time, and was allowed by the laft Houfe of Affempetition

bly the-

fum of

one hundred pounds;

that in performing the duties of his

he was neceffarily obliged to undertake feveral journies at his own
and charge, and as he hath not received an adequate compenfation, he
prays this Houfe to take the premifes into consideration, and grant him re-

office,

coft

lief.

Ordered to lie on the table.
A memorial and petition from divers owners and occupiers of banked meadow grounds on the rivers Delaware and Schuylkill, in the vicinity of Philadelphia, was read, fetting forth, that while the faid meadow grounds were productive the owners were among the foremoft to difcharge their taxes, and
continued their payments even after their produce would not defray their exThat repeated ftorms and inundations, theretofore unknown, have
pence.
now rendered their meadows ufelefs to them, and difabled many of their
owners from paying their taxes, either to the ftate, or thofe laid for repairs.
That all are greatly injured and many ruined by thefe calamitous circumfcances.
That unlets they are eafed of the great burthens now laid on this
fpecies of property (which, though once valuable, is now reduced to a very
low price) the owners will be totally unable to render their property ufeful
to themfelves or the community, by which the benefits arifing to the city
from this kind of property in its vicinity, as well as to the ftate from its
produce, will be loft, as it muft lie neglected, from the general inability of
the

;

.
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the owners and occupiers,

common damage

A

unlefs aflifted therein, to repair the great and unand lofles they have fuftained.

Ordered to lie on the
petition from Robert

table.

(late of Maryland, was read, fetremoving to and becoming an inhabitant of
this ftate ; that being pcflefled of a few negroes, whom he is unwilling to fell,
he cannot remove into this ftate without the interference of the Legiflature

ting forth,

that he

is

JVilfon,

of the

defirous of

therefore praying an act

may

be

pafl'ed for

permitting the regiftering of laid

negroes.
to lie on the table.
from the Juftices of the Peace, Grand Jury, and fundry other of
the inhabitants of Frank/in county, was read, praying a fum of money may be
granted for opening and making a road from one Hofack's mill, in Franklin
townfhip, York county, through Black's gap, to a place called Sharp's tavern,
in Franklin county, about four miles from Chamberfburgh
Ordered to lie on the table.
The melfage from the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council, read
yefterday, was read the fecond time
Whereupon
the
melfage, which relates to penfioners and
Ordered, That that part of
invalids, be referred to the committee on ways and means, to report thereon.
Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Lewis and Mr. Hoge be a committee on
that part of the meflage, which refpects a revilion and arrangement of the
acts of General Aflembly, and the appointment of a perfon of competent
legal talents to digelt and arrange them into a regular and concife fyftem,
and to report thereon.
Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. M'Lene be a committee on that part of the meflage relative to a revifion of the teffc law, and to

Ordered

A

petition

:

report thereon.

Ordered, That that part of the meflage which recommends an extenfion
of the time for the payment of arrearages due for unpatented lands, and
the expediency of limiting the time for receiving in the land-office certificates which have not been given for original debts of the ftate, be referred
to Mr. Fitzjimons, Mr. Robin/on, Mr. Chapman, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Balliot,

Mr.

Mr. John/on,

to report thereon.
the
meflage which refpecls the improvement
Ordered, That that part of
and continuation of the public roads, the opening a communication between
the heads of the weft branch of Sufquehanna with the fources of the Allegany,

Marjlsall and

between the waters of the Swatara and Ttdpehoccon, and the navigation of
the river Delaware to the northern extremity of the ftate, be referred to Mr.
Fitzjimons, Mr. M'Pherfon, Mr. Foulke, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Dering, Mr.
M'Clellan, Mr. Beak, Mr. Ludwig, Mr. Ihrie, Mr. Saylor, Mr. White, Mr.
Irwin, Mr. Mar/hall, Mr. Philips, Mr. M'Lene, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Car/on,
Mr. Gore and Mr. Davidfon, to report thereon.
Ordered, That the letter from Henry Knox, Efquire, Secretary at War,
and the act of Congrefs of the twelfth of Augujt laft, to which it refers, be referred to Mr. Robinfon, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Broadhead and Mr. Piper, with inftructions to confer with Council, and report
thereon.
Ordered,

That the petition cf Ebenezer Frothingham be
M'Dowell, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Broadhead, to report thereon.

referred

to

Mr.

Ordered,

:

Ordered, That the reprefentation of the Auctioneers of the city and liberof Philadelphia be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. Balliot and Mr. Iloge, to
report thereon.
Ordered, That the report of the committee of Council, appointed to vifit
the waol of the city and county of Philadelphia, be referred to Mr. Clymer,

ties

Mr. Lewis, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. M'Dowell, Mr. Hoge, Mr. M'Lene and Mr.
Lollar, to report thereon.

Ordered, That the Comptroller- General's report of the annual expence
of the corps of invalids, exclufive of their penfions, with an eftimate of
the expence of performing the like fervices by watchmen, under the direction
of the City Wardens, be referred to the committee on ways and means, to
report thereon.

Excellency Beverly Randolph, Efquire, and the inclofures, were read the fecond time, as follows, viz.

The

letter

from

his

COUNCIL,

In

December

id,

1788.

SIR,
honor
myfelf
ID O General
Affembly

your Excellency a letter from
the
of this ftate, enclofing a copy of the application
agreed to by that honorable body to be made to the Congrefs of the United
States, which I requeft the favour of you to lay before the legiflature of
your ftate as early as poffible.
the

enclofe

to

/ have

to

the honor to be,

SIR,
With great
Tour

refpecl,

Excellency's mojl obedient ferv ant,

BEVERLY RANDOLPH.
Virginia,

to

wit:

In

GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
Friday,

the 20th November,

1788.

RESOLVED,

TH

AT

an application be made, in the name and on behalf of the
of this commonwealth, to the Congrefs of the United
States, in the words following, to wit
" The good people of this commonwealth, in Convention affembled, hav" ing ratified the conftitution fubmitted to their confideration, this legiflature has, in conformity to that act, and the refolutions of the United
•' States in Congrefs
affembled, to them transmitted, thought proper to
" make the arrangements that were neceffary for carrying it into effect.-—
" Having thus fliewn themfelves obedient to the voice of their conftituents,
" all America will find, that io far as it depended on them, that plan of go" vernment will be carried into immediate operation. But the fenfe of the
" people of Virginia would be but in part complied with, and but little re" garded, if we went no farther. In the very moment of adoption, and
•' coeval
with the ratification of the new plan of government, the general
" voice of the Convention of this ftate pointed to objects no lefs intereftlegiflature

'•«
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"

ing to the people we reprefent, and equally entitled to our attention. At the
" fame time that, from motives of affection to our fifter ftates, the Conven" tion yielded their affent to the ratification, they gave the mod unequivocal
<(
<<
«<

"
«

«
««

"
*'
««

«
«*

««
**
**
««

"
"
"

proofs that they dreaded

its

operation under the prefent form.

In ac-

ceding to the government under this impreiTion, painful muft have been
the profpect, had they not derived confolation from a full expectation of its
imperfections being fpeedily amended.
In this refource, therefore, they
their
confidence
placed
a confidence, that will continue to fupport them,
whilft they have reafon to believe they have not calculated upon it in vain.
In making known to you the objections of the people of this commonwealth to the new plan of government, we deem it unnecefTary to enter
into a particular detail of its defects, which they confider as involving all
the great and unalienable rights of freemen: for their fenfe on this fubject,
we refer you to the proceedings of their late Convention, and the fenfe of
the Houfe of Delegates, as exprefled in their refolutions of the 30th day of
OSlober, 1788. We think proper however to declare, that in our opinion,
as thofe objections were not founded in fpeculative theory, but deduced
from principles which have been eflablifhed by the melancholy example
of other nations in different ages,
fo they will never be removed, until

—

—

the caufe itfelf fhall ceafe to exifl.
The fooner therefore the public apprehenfions are quieted, and the government is poffeffed of the confidence
of the people, the more falutary will be its operations, and the longer its

The

amendments we confider as a common caufe
made from political motives, which we
«' conceive
may endanger the republic, we truft that a commendable
" zeal will be fhewn for obtaining thofe provifions, which experience has
'* taught us
are neceffary to fecure from danger the unalienable rights
" of human nature. The anxiety with which our countrymen prefs for
" the accomplishment of this important end will ill admit of delay. The
•'

duration.

" and fmce

"

flow

caufe of

-,

conceffions have been

forms of congreflional difcuffion and recommendation,

if*

indeed

" they fhould ever agree to any change, would, we fear, be lefs certain of
" fuccefs. Happily for their wifhes, the conftitution hath prefented an
" alternative, by admitting the fubmiflion to a convention of the ftates.
«* To
this therefore we refort, as the fource from whence they are to
**

derive

relief

from

their prefent

We

apprehenfions.

do therefore,

in

" behalf of our conftituents, in the moft earneft and folemn manner, make
" this application to Congrefs, that a Convention be immediately called, of

"
««

deputies from the feveral flates, with full power to take into their confideration the defects of this conftitution that have been fuggefted by
the ftate conventions, and report fuch amendments thereto, as they fhall

"

find beft fuited to

'«

*«

felves,

and

promote our

our latefl pofterity,

common

and fecure to ourthe great and unalienable rights of maninterefts,

« kind."
Signed, by order

and on behalf of

the General AJfembly,

JOHN JONES,

S. S.

THOMAS MATHEWS,
Q_

S.

H. D.

Virginia,
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Virginia,

to

In

]

wit:

GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
Friday.,

the

20th November,

1788.

SIR,

TH

E

freemen of this commonwealth, in Convention afiembled,
having, at the fame time that they ratified the foederal conStitution, expreSfed a defire that many parts which they confidered as exceptionable Ihould be amended, the General AfTembly, as well from a fenfe
of their duty, as a conviction of its defects, have thought proper to take the
earlieSt meafures in their power for the accomplishment of this important
They have accordingly agreed upon an application, to be prefented
objedl.
to the Congrefs fo foon as it Shall be affembled, requesting that honorable
body to call a convention of deputies from the feveral States, to take the
fame into their confideration, and report fuch amendments as they fhall find
As we conceive that all the good
beSt calculated to anfwer the purpoSe.
people of the United States are equally interested in obtaining thofe amendments that have been propofed, we truft that there will be an harmony in
their fentiments and meafures upon this very interesting Subject.
We herewith tranfmit to you a copy of this application, and take the liberty to Subjoin our earne.ft wifhes that it may have your concurrence.
Signed, by order

and

on behalf of the General AJfembly,

JOHN JONES,

S.

S.

THOMAS MATHEWS,
On

—"

S.

H. D.

—

the
Shall the fame be referred to a committee?'
as
were
were
called
and
Yeas and Nays
by Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Hoge,

the queftion,

follow, viz.

YEAS.

1

[
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NAY

NAYS.
19 Richard Downing, jun.
20 Alexander Lowrey,
21 James Clem/on,
22 ^0^/2 Hopkins,
23 James Cunningham,
24 Jacob Erb,

25
26
27
28
So

it

Thomas

Lilley,

Jofepb Sands,
Daniel Broadhead,
P«Vr Trexler, jun.

was carried

poned November 4th

The

That

petitions

3

Stephen Balliot.

32 Jacob Say lor,
33

J^

72

Nevil,

J^

*«$;
34
Robert
Lollar,
35
P^/Vr
Richards,
36
Roberts?
Jonathan
37
38 Obadiah Gore.

in the negative.

The Houfe refumed
Ordered,
thereon.

S,

29 P?/?r Ea/er,
30 Conrad Ihrie,

it

the confideration of the petition of y<?£tf C#r/% post-

laft.

be referred to the committee on claims,

to report

from 1900 citizens and freemen of this commonwealth, reon the theatre, read yefterday, were read the fecond

lative to the reftraints

time.

On

—"

Shall the faid petitions be referred to a committee ?"
It was carried in the negative.

the queftion,

—

The committee

appointed November 13th laft, on that part of the meffage from Council, which refpe&s the recommendation of Congrefs concerning the importation of convicts into the ftates from the Britijh dominions, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled "
Supplement to an adl, entituled " An Act more
*' effectually to prevent unfair practices in the packing
of beef and pork
" for exportation, and to regulate the exportation of flax-feed, butter, and
-" bifcuit in kegs," was read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be transcribed for a third reading, and forthwith
published for confideration.

A

Adjourned until three o'clock on Monday next, P.

Monday y February

9,

1789.

M.

P.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
Lytle, of the county of Northumberland, was read,
fetting forth, that in the year 1774 he mortgaged the plantation whereon he
now dwells to the Truftees of the Loan-Office, for the fum of one hundred
and twenty-four pounds, and paid the annual inftalments until the year 1778,
when, by the incurfion of the Indians, he and his family were obliged to leave
their habitations, and fly for fafety to the interior parts of the ftate; that afterwards, in 1779, he was taken prifoner by a body of Britifo and Indians,
and remained in captivity nearly four years ; that during thefe periods he
was incapacitated from making any further payments, and ftating his in-

A

petition

from John

ability

[
ability at this time;

62

therefore praying he

]

may

be exonerated from the pay-

Houfe .may judge proper.
the
table.
on
Ordered
A petition from Samuel Lehman, collector of taxes within the Northern
Liberties of the city of Philadelphia, was read, fetting forth, that he was
robbed of the fum of ninety- eight pounds fifteen Jliillings and three pence,
received by him in payment of taxes, and praying the amount thereof may
be placed to his credit, in the fettlement of his accounts.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from "John Fitch was read, remonftrating againft the prayer of
the petition of Jofeph Barnes, attorney in fadt of James Rumfey, read February
5th ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame, together with the petition of Jofeph Barnes, were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Downing,
Mr. Hoge and Mr. Nevil, to report thereon.
A petition from the commimoners of the county of Northumberland was
read, fetting forth, that the fum of eight hundred pounds was granted in the
year 1774, by an act of the General AfTembly, for the purpofe of erecting
and building a court-houfe and prifon within the faid county; that from the
prefent inability of the inhabitants of faid county, they conceive them un-

ment

thereof, or fuch part as this
to lie

able to difcharge the aforefaid debt ; therefore praying they may be exonerated from the payment thereof, as well as a proportionable part of the quota
affefled upon the faid inhabitants by the acl:, entituled " An Acl for furnifli-

"

ing the quota of this fate towards paying the annual interefi of the debts of the
States, and for funding and paying the intereft of the public debts of

" United

which they apprehend ought to be afTefied and levied upon the
taxable property within the county of Luzerne.
and
inhabitants
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of 996 inhabitants of the county of Northumberland, read
November 20th laft, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Robinfon, Mr. M'Dowell, Mr. Thomas,
Mr. Lilley, Mr. Ihrie, Mr. Piper and Mr. Philips, to report thereon.
The petition of 600 inhabitants of the townfhips of Greenwood, Fermanagh, Milford, Lack, Wayne, Derry and Armagh, in the county of Cumberland, read February 6th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Robinfon, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Lilley,
Mr. Ihrie, Mr. Piper, Mr. Maclay and Mr. Philips, to report thereon.
The petition of Benjamin Moore, read February 6th, was read the fecond

11

this fiat e,"

time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. M'Pherfon, Mr. Lilley and Mr. Marfijall, to report thereon.
The petition of divers owners and occupiers of banked meadow grounds
on the rivers Delaware and Schuylkill, in the vicinity of Philadelphia, read

February 7th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Robinfon, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Thomas,
Mr. Marfijall and Mr. M'Lene, to report thereon.
(
The petition of Thomas
Fall, read February 6th, was read the fecond

M

time.

Ordered,

That

it

be referred to the committee on claims,

to report

thereon.

The

<5

[
The

petition

of Robert

IVilfon,

3

3

read February 7th, was read the fecond

time.

On
It

the queflion,— " Shall the

was carried in the negative.
motion,

fame be referred
Whereupon,

to

a committee ?"

On

That the

Ordered,

petitioner have leave to

The
2

1 ft

reprefentation of the Judges of the
laft, was read the fecond time.

withdraw his petition.
Supreme Court, read November

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Fitzfmons, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Wynkoop,
Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Lollar, to report thereon.
Tranfcripts of the aflefTments levied upon the taxable property and perthe city and county of Philadelphia were prefented to the
and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 7th, on that part of the meffage reflecting the teft law, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 7th, on the reprefentation of the auctioneers of the city and liberties of Philadelphia, made report, which was
read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The report of the committee read February 7th, on that part of the meffage of the 1 2th day of November laft, which refpects the recommendation
of Congrefs concerning the importation of convicts into the ftates from the
Britifl: dominions, was read the fecond time : Whereupon,
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, for the more effectually preventing the importation and introduction into this commonwealth of felons convict, and of other malefac-

within

fons

chair,

tors.

Ordered,

That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Hoge and Mr. M'Lene be

to bring in a bill

On

committee,

motion,

Ordered,
tituled

a

conformably to the foregoing refolution.

'*

That to-morrow be

An

A6l

to

enable aliens to

" commonwealth," and
Adjourned

that

it

until ten o'clock

T^uefday^

The Houfe met

afligned for the third reading of the bill, en-

pur chafe and hold real

eftates

within this

be the order for the day.

to-morrow, A.

M.

February 10, 1789.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from a number of the inhabitants of the counties of Northamp^
ton and Luzerne was read, praying that a fum of money may be granted for
laying' out and making a road from Jacob Hellers, about two miles on the

A

petition

fouth fide of the

Swamp,

thence to

Luzerne

Wind Gap of

the Blue Mountains, to the fouth fide of the

meet a road from the Water Gap of the Lehigh, and from
go through the laid Swamp to Wilkejbarre, in the faid county of
and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond

there to

;

time.

be referred to Mr. Fitzfmons, Mr. M'Pherfon, Mr.
Foulke, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Bering, Mr. M'Clellan, Mr. Beale, Mr. Ludwig,
Mr. Ihrie, Mr. Say tor, Mr. White, Mr. Irwin, Mr. Mar/hall, Mr. Philips,
Ordered,

That

it

R

Mr.

Mr. M'Lene, Mr.

Roberts,

[
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Mr.

Car/on,

]
Mr. Gore and Mr. Davifon,

to re-

port thereon.

A

from 'Timothy Pickering, Efquire, and others, concurring with the
prayer of the aforefaid petition, was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial
order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the laft named committee, to report
letter

thereon.

A

from divers inhabitants of the county of Luzerne was read,
the
faid county may be divided into four diftricfts, for the purpofe of
praying
holding their general elections.
petition

on the table.
petition from Daniel Murphy,

Ordered

A

to lie

Captain in the navy of this Mate,
was read, referring to his petition prefented to a former Houfe of Affembly,
and praying he may be allowed the depreciation due on his pay.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A memorial from the Managers of the Houfe of Employment and Alms
Houfe for the guardians of the poor in the city of Philadelphia was read, remonflrating againft the petition from 485 inhabitants of the townfhip of the
Northern Liberties, read November 17th laft, and praying that a committee
may be appointed to vifit and infped: the Houfe of Employment and Alms
Houfe, and its affairs, at prefent under their fuperintendance.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of the commiffioners of Northumberland county, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Ealer and Mr. M'Lene,
late a

to report thereon.

The

petition of

Ordered,

That

John

it

was read the fecond time.
Mr. Broadhead, Mr. Todd and Mr. Nevil,

Lytle, read yefterday,

be referred to

to report thereon.

The committee

appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
convicts into this commonwealth," which

" ASl to prevent the importation of
Was read the firft time, and
Ordered

The
"

table.

" An Act

a volunteer company of artillery in
of Philadelphia," was read the third time, and conlidered by para-

bill,

the city

on the

to lie

entituled

to e/labli/h

graphs.
Ordered,
law.

That

it

be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacled into a

entituled " An ASl to enable aliens to parchafe and hold real
within this commonwealth," was read the third time, and confidered
by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being ena&ed into a
law.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

The

"

bill,

ejlates

Wednefday^ February

u,

1789.

A.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
divers Juftices of the Peace for the county of Bucks was
read, fetting forth, that by the increafe of bufinefs in the Court of Common
Pleas, in the week allotted for holding faid Court furficient time is not

A

petition

from

afforded

C
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afforded for that purpofe, therefore praying that the Quarter Seflions maybe opened on Monday, and clofed on Wednefday, whereby one day more will
be gained to the Courts of Common Pleas; and on motion, and by fpecial
order, the

Ordered,

fame was read the fecond time.

That

it

be referred to the members from the county of Bucks,

to report thereon.

A petition from divers inhabitants of the county of Bucks was read, remonftrating againft the conduct of Thomas Dyer, Efquire, a Juftice of the
Peace in and for the faid county, and praying he may be difmiffed from his
office.

Ordered

A

on the table.
from Peter Cofner and

to lie

certificate

others, inhabitants of the county of

Bucks, was read, fetting forth, that they are informed that a petition hath
been prefented to the General Affembly, faid to be figned by them, againft
'Thomas Dyer, Efquire, a Juftice of the Peace for faid county, and difavowing the fame as not being their act.
Ordered to lie on the table.

A

divers inhabitants of the county of Chefter was read, remonftrating againft the act, entituled *' An A£l coficerning cattle, horfes and

"

petition

from

province" and praying the fame may be alterup cattle, horfes or fheep trefpafting
(having duly advertifed them, and no claimant appearing) to deliver them to
the Overfeers of the poor, for the purpofe of being fold, and that the monies arifmg from fuch tales be applied as the faid act directs.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A remonftrance from the freeholders and others, inhabitants of the townfnip of the Northern Liberties of the city of Philadelphia, of a fimilar tenor
with their petition read November 17th laft, and praying this Houfe to take
the premifes into consideration, was read; and on motion, and by fpecial
order, the faid remonftrance and petition, together with the memorial of the
Managers of the Houfe of Employment and Alms Houfe, read yefterday,
were Severally read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Fitzfimofis, Mr. M'Pberfon, Mr.
Wynkoop, Mr. M'Dowell, Mr. Hoge, Mr. Sands and Mr. John/on, to report
trejpajjing within this

Jljeep,

ed, fo as to enable the perfon taking

thereon.

The

petition of the freeholders and inhabitants of the townfhip of

Moy-

amenfmg, in the county of Philadelphia, read in the late Houfe February
28th laft, was prefented to the chair, and read; and on motion, and by
fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it, with all other petitions on the files relating to faid fubject, be referred to the laft named committee, to report thereon.
The petition of Benjamin Mavy, read November 20th laft, was read the
fecond time.
Ordered, That
report thereon.

it

be referred to Mr. Hoge, Mr. Nevil and Mr. Orth, to

John Weitzel, read in a former Houfe of Affembly November 25th, 1735, was prefented to the chair, read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

The

petition of

The

petition of divers inhabitants of the county of"Luzerne, read yefter-

day, was read the fecond time.

Ordered,

E
Ordered,

That

it
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be referred to Mr.

3

Gilchreejl,

Mr. Miley and Mr. Gore,

to

report thereon.

The

petition of

Samuel Lehman, read November 9th, was read the fecond

time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the members from the county of Philadelphia, to report thereon.
motion was made by Mr. Clymer, and feconded by Mr. MarJJjall,
To re-confider the vote of the Houfe on the 7th initant, againft a commit-

A

ment of

the petitions of

1900 citizens and freemen of

this

commonwealth,

for the eftablifhment of a Theatre in or near this city.

Which was

On

carried in the affirmative.

Whereupon,

motion,

Ordered,

That

the faid petitions be referred to the city

members,

to report

thereon.

On

motion,

Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. M'Lene be a committee, to confer with Council on the fubject of the letter from Thomas
Scott, Efquire, containing his refignation.
The report of the committee on claims, read November 21ft laft, was read
the fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.

The committee

of claims report, upon the petition of Frances Ramie, that
her no relief for the lofs of her perfonal property, as
ftated in her petition, though fuch relief be provided for in the law for
quieting disturbances in the county of Luzerne, and therefore recommend
that the petitioner have leave to withdraw her petition.
Uoon the petition of Martin Jugiez and George Rutter, the committee are
of opinion that the petitioners ought to apply to their employers, and have
this

Houfe can

leave to

afford

withdraw

their petition.

Upon the petition of Chriftian Helm, they find that his appreniice enlifted
after the expiration of the law that made provifion for compenfating the
mafters of fervants or apprentices enlifted into the army, and therefore the
prayer of his petition cannot be granted.
Upon the petition of Jofeph Perkins and Abraham Morrow, they recommend that the faid petition be tranfmitted to the Supreme Executive

Council.

The

bill,

cntituled

" An Aft

to

repeal an aB, entituled

" An Act

to

" fufpend

the powers of the Truftees of Wejlmoreland county," was read the
and confidered by paragraphs.
time,
third
Ordered, That it be cngrofled, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

Jaw.

The bill, entituled " An A61 for granting to the corporation of the Mini" fers, Vefrymen and Church Wardens of the German Lutheran congregation
" in and near the city of Philadelphia, in the fate of Penniylvania, certain
" lands therein mentioned, for endowing a free Jchool, for the ufe of the poor
" of the faid congregation," was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffedj for the purpofe of being enacted into a
law.
The following bills having been brought in engrafted, were feverally compared at the tabic, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to lign the

fame, viz.

An

[

ACT
ACT /d

An

to

efabli/h
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a volunteer company of

artillery in the city

of Phila-

delphia.

An

enable aliens to purchafe

and hold

real ejlates within this com-

monwealth.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

'Thurfday^

to-morrow, A.

M.

February 12, 1789.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
'Thomas Ciingan and Michael Schmyfer, Efquires, elected Reprefentatives
for the county of York, appearing in the Houfe, were feverally qualified
conformably to the directions of the conftitution, and admitted to take their
feats.

A

petition

from Ernjl Ludwig Baifch was

read, dating the

many

he
him,
to difpofe of a large quantity of books for the purpofe of
lofTes

has fuftained in trade, and praying leave to bring in a bill, authorising

by way of lottery,
paying his debts.
Ordered to lie on the table.

A petition from divers inhabitants of the county of Northampton, owners
of land at and near Wyoming, was read, praying the act, entituled " An
" Act for afcertaining and confirming to certain perfons, called Connecticut
" Claimants, the lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for
" other purpofes therein mentioned," palled the twenty-eighth day of March,
1787, may be repealed.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from 83 inhabitants of the county of Northampton was read,
fetting forth, that many valuable citizens of this ftate have been diverted of
their property by the act, entituled " An A£l for afcertaining and confirm" ing to certain perfons, called Connecticut Claimants, the lands by them
ft
claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for other purpofes therein mention*' ed," for which no compenfation hath been made them j and praying that
a full equivalent for fuch property may be given them, either in lands equal
in value, quantity, quality and lituation confidered, or the amount thereof
paid by the public in three or four yearly payments.
Ordered to lie on the table.
On motion,
Ordered, That Mr. Richards have leave of abfence.
The petition of John Weitzel, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.

—"

—

fame be referred to a committee ?"
Whereupon,
It was carried in the negative
Ordered, That the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition.

On

the queftion,

Shall the

:

The

petition of divers inhabitants of the county of Chejier, read yefter-

day, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to

Mr. Thomas, Mr. Erb and Mr.

Trexler,

to report thereon.

On

motion,

That Mr. Ciingan be added to the committee appointed February
on
7th,
that part of the melfage which refpects the improvement of the
public roads, &c. in the room of Mr. M'Clellan.
Ordered,

S

Ordered,
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Ordered,

1
J

That Mr. Broadhead and Mr. Irwin be added

to the

committee

appointed February 9th, on the petition of divers owners and occupiers of
banked meadow grounds on the rivers Delaware and Schuylkill, in the county of Philadelphia.
The committee appointed February 9th, on the petition of Benjamin
and on motion, and by fpecial order,
Moore, made report, which was read
Whereupon,
the fame was read the fecond time
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill for the purpofe of releafing Benjamin Moore, a collector of taxes in the townlhip of
Lebanon, late Lancajler, now Dauphin county, for the year 1783, from his
confinement in the gaol of the laft mentioned county.
Ordered, That Mr. M'Pberfon, Mr. Lilley and Mr. Marjhall be a com;

:

mittee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill,

entituled

An AB to grant and fecure to Robert Leilie, for a limited time, the fole
" and exclujive right and benefit of confruBing, making and felling, within
" this commonwealth, the improvements by him lately invented on clocks and
" watches," which was read the firft time, and
*'

Ordered

The

to lie

on the

entituled

bill,

table.

" An At! /or

incorporating the

German Lutheran

con-

" gregation worfjipping at the church called St. Peter\r, in Pikeland townfjip,
" in the county of Chefter," was read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered,

That

it

be tranfcribed for

a third reading,

and forthwith pub-

lished for consideration.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

Friday

',

to-morrow, A.

M.

February 13, 1789.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
Petitions from the Juftices of the Peace, Grand Jury, and 400 inhabitants of the county of York, were read, praying a fum of money may be
granted for opening and making a road from Hofack's mill, in Franklin
townihip, York county, through Black's gap, to a place called Sharp's tavern,
in Franklin county ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame were
read the fecond time.

Ordered, That the faid petitions, together with the petition of the Juftices
of the Peace, Grand Jury, and fundry others of the inhabitants of Franklin
county, read February 7th, be referred to the committee appointed on that
part of the meffage, which refpe&s the improvement and continuation of
the public roads, &c.
Petitions from a number of the inhabitants of the city of Philadelphia
and the vicinity thereof, and divers inhabitants of the counties of Northumberland and Luzerne, were read, praying that fome money may be granted for compleating the road from the falls of Nefcopeck to Leonard Balliard's, in Mahoning valley; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame
were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to the laft named committee, to report thereon.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of Wafoington county was
read, praying Raccoon creek may be declared a public highway, from the

mouth

thereof to Whites mills.
Ordered to lie on the table.

Petitions

[

«9

]

petitions from a majority of the freeholders of the city of Philadelphia
were read, complaining of the prefent eftabliihment of Juftices of the Peace
in the faid city of Philadelphia, and praying that the mode of appointing
Juftices may be altered, and the faid city incorporated.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of divers inhabitants of the county of Bucks againft the
conduct of Thomas Dyer, Efquire, a Juftice of the Peace for the faid county, read February i ith, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the fame, together with the feveral papers relative thereread in the late Houfe March 29th laft, be referred to Mr. Robinto,
Jon, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Lowrey, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Lollar, to report thereon, and that they be and hereby are authorifed and empowered to fend for
perfons and papers.
A motion was made by Mr. Logan, feconded by Mr. Schmyfer,
That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted into a
law, for reducing the expences of government, and making the fame confident with the principles of our constitution.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 10th, on the petition of John Ly tie,
made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February icth, on the petition of the commiflioners of Northumberland county, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 9th, on the reprefentation of the
Judges of the Supreme Court, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed yefterday, on the petition of divers inhabitants
of Cbejler county, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February nth, on the petition of Benjamin
Mavey, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February nth, on the petitions of 1900 citizens
and freemen of this commonwealth, for the eftabliihment of a theatre in or
near the city of Philadelphia, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 11th, on the petition of the Juftices
of the Peace of Bucks county, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 20th laft, on the petitions of the
coach-makers, and other mechanics employed in the various branches of
that manufacture in the city of Philadelphia and Germantown, made report,
which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee on claims, to whom was referred, November 5th laft, the
petition of Elizabeth Parker, made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 7th, on that part of the meftage from
Council which recommends an extenfion of the time of payment for unpatented lands, &c. made report, which was read, and
The
Ordered to lie on the table.
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appointed February nth, to confer with Council on the
fubject of the letter from Thomas Scott, Efquire, containing his refignation,
made report, which was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame
was read the fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.
The committee appointed to confer with Council on the fubject of Mr.

The committee

report

Scott's refignation,

That having been in conference with a committee of Council, the conferees were of opinion that no authority exifting within the ftate are competent to accept of Mr. Scott's refignation as a reprefentative to the ConThe committee, conceiving that Mr. Scott's
grefs of the United States.
letter of refignation communicated to the Houfe mould be returned to
Council, to be difpofed of as they mall think proper, beg leave to offer a
refolution,

directed to return the faid letter to the

That the Speaker be

Supreme Ex-

ecutive Council.
member prefented to the chair the report on the petition of Evan Owen,
recommended by the late General Affembly, October 4th laft, to the confi-

A

deration of this Houfe,

Ordered

The

to lie

on the

entituled

bill,

which was

read,

and

table.

" An Aft

to

grant and fecure

to

Robert

Leflie,

for a

" limited time, the fole and exclujive right and benefit of conjlrufting, making
" and felling, within this commonwealth, the improvements by him lately invented
" on clocks and watches," was read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered,

That

it

be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

lished for confideration.

Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A.

Saturday,

M.

February 14, 1789.

A.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.
Petitions from near 400 inhabitants of the county of York were read, fetting forth, that the fimeries in the rivers Codorus and Conewago are greatly
obitrucled by dams being erected acrofs the faid rivers, and praying the act,

The Houfe met

" An Aft for

regulating the fifieries in the rivers Codorus and Co" newago," may be fo far amended, that, inftead of five feet in breadth to
be left open near the middle of the dams, the fame may be extended to ten
feet in breadth, and that the platform extending down faid rivers be five feet
inftead of four, to form a flope (by fteps) for the gradual defcent of the

entituled

waters.

Ordered to lie on the table.
from a number of the inhabitants of the county of York were
read, remonftrating againft the act, entituled " An Aft for regulating the
" fijheries in the rivers Codorus and Conewago, in York county," and praying the fame may be repealed.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of the Superintendants of the New Market erected on Callowhill-jtreet, in the Northern Liberties of the city of Philadelphia, read in
the late Houfe of Affembly September 1 8th laft, was prefented to the chair,
read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions

A

petition

[

A

7i

]

from divers inhabitants of the county of Northumberland, rethe town of Sunbury and the neighbourhood thereof, was read
praying for leave to bring in a bill for the appropriation of that portion of
the fixty thoufand acres of land fet apart for the endowment of public
fchools, to be allotted to the county of Northumberland, for the endowment
of a public fchool in the faid town.
petition

siding in

Ordered

to lie

A

petition

from

A

petition

on the table.
a committee appointed by and on behalf of a very large
number of the non-refident and other owners of lands in the frontier counties
of this ftate wa6 read, remonftrating againft theprefent mode of afiefling and
levying taxes upon the faid lands, and praying this Houfe to fufpend for a
fhort period the fale of unfeated lands for taxes, till fome new and better
mode of afleflment and collection can be devifed.
Ordered to lie on the table.

from John Franklin, confined in the gaol of the city and county
of Philadelphia, on a charge of high treafon, was read, praying he may be
admitted to bail, to take his trial at the next Court of Oyer and Terminer
to be held in and for the county of Luzerne.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from Timothy Harnett, an infolvent debtor, confined in the gaol
of the city and county of Philadelphia, was read, praying to/be releafed from
his imprisonment.

Ordered to lie on the table.
from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Wajh'mgton
praying
were read,
to be annexed to the county of Allegheny.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of Lawrence Erb, read in a former Houfe of Aflembly March
9th, 1787, was prefented to the chair, and read ; and on motion, and by
fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Whereupon
Ordered, That the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition.
A motion was made by Mr. Marfiall, feconded by Mr. Beak,
That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to extend for a limited
time the right of pre-emption to actual fettlers on the ungranted lands, the
Petitions

property of this

Ordered

ftate.

to lie

on the

The Houfe refumed

table.

the confideration of the motion

made by Mr.

Clymer,

feconded by Mr. Gore, poftponed November 20th laft
Whereupon
Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Robin/on, Mr. Hoge and Mr.
Baylor be a committee, to bring in a bill for the relief of infolvent debtors
who are not citizens of this ftate.
The committee appointed November 4th laft, on that part of the meflage
of Council which refpects the boundary lines of this ilate, made report,
which was read, and
:

on the table.
appointed November 13th laft, on that part of the meflage
of Council which fuggefts the propriety of directing engravings of the
boundary lines of this itate, &c. made report, which was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 5th, on the petition of Robert Beatty,
made report, which was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the

Ordered

to lie

The committee

fame was read the fecond time

;

Whereupon

T

Refolved'

[
That

J*

J

committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to enable the
Cumberland
county to liberate Robert Beatty from the gaol
Commiffioners of
of faid county, on condition he affign and deliver to faid Commiffioners his
goods and chatties, and other effects, agreeably to the prayer of his petition.
Ordered, That Mr. M'Pherfon, Mr. Lilley and Mr. Marjhall be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The report on the petition of Evan Owen, read yefterday, was read the
Refolved,

a

fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. M'Dowell, Mr. M'Lene,
Mr. Mar/ha// and Mr. Johnjion, with inftructions to report a bill, if they

deem

it

The

neceffary.

report on the petition of the Juftices of the Peace for the county of

Whereupon
Bucks, read yefterday, was read the fecond time
appointed
be
to
bring
in a bill, to be enacted
Refolved, That a committee
into a law, to enable the Juftices of the Quarter Seflions for the county of
Bucks to begin their feffions on the Mondays preceding the days on which
they are now held by law, and to clofe on the Wednefdays following.
Ordered, That the members from Bucks county be a committee, to bring
:

in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The bill, entituled " An Act to prevent tbe importation of conviSls into
" this commonwealth ," was read the fecond time, and conlidered by para-

graphs.
Ordered, That

it

be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

lished for confideration.

following bills having been brought in engrofted, were feverally compared at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to iign the
lame, viz.
/« repeal an ab~l, entituled " An Act to fufpend the powers of
An
" the Truftees of Wefimoreland county."
An
for granting to the corporation of the Minijlers, Veflrymen and
Church Wardens of the German Lutheran congregation in and near the city of
Philadelphia, in the fate of Pennfylvania, certain lands therein mentioned,
for endowing a free fchool, for the ufe of the poor of the faid congregation.

The

ACT
ACT

Adjourned

until three o'clock

on Monday next, P.

Monday? February
The Houfe met

A

16,

M.

1789.

P.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from about 200 inhabitants of Germantown, in the county of
read, ftating their inability to pay the enormous taxes afwas
Philadelphia,
fefTed and levied on their property, and praying the attention of this Houfe
petition

to the expenditure of the public revenue.

Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from 3446 inhabitants of the city and county of Philadelphia
were read, remonftrating againft the petition of 1900 citizens and freemen
of this commonwealth, read February 6th, in favor of a Theatre in or near
the city of Philadelphia, and requefting the prayer thereof may not be
granted.

Ordered

to lie

on the table.

A

peti-

C

A petition

from

divers inhabitants

to lie

on the
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of this ftate was read, of a fimihr tenor
with that part of the mefTage of Council of February 6th, reipedting the improvement and continuation of the public roads, &c. and praying this H'oufc
to grant a fum of money for thofe feveral purpofes ; and on motion, and by
fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed February 7th,
on that part of the mefTage relative to the improvement of the public roads
&c.
A petition from the committee of the Dramatic AfTociation, on behalf of
themfelves and the many citizens who have prayed for a repeal of any law
•or part of a law that prohibits dramatic entertainments, was read, remonflrating againfl the petitions of 3446 of the inhabitants of the city and county of Philadelphia, and praying this Houfe to take the premifes into confideration, and by an act. to repeal fo much of the law as refbrains Theatrical
Exhibitions.

Ordered

table.

The petition

of divers of the inhabitants of the county of Northumberland,
town of Sunbury and the neighbourhood thereof, read February 14th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Robin/on, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Hoge,
Mr. White and Mr. M'Lene, to report thereon.
The petition of a committee appointed by and on behalf of a very large
mmber of the non-refident and other owners of lands in the frontier counties of this ftate, read February 14th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Robin/on, Mr. Wynkoop,
Mr. Kennedy and Mr. M'Lene, to report thereon.
The report on the petition of Benjamin Mavey, read February 13th, was
read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be pofbponed.
The report read February 9th, on that part of the mefTage of Council reflecting the vendue laws, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
The report on that part of the mefTage of Council refpecting the teft law,
read February 9th, was read the fecond time, and unanimoufly adopted, as
refiding

in the

follows, viz.

The committee, to whom was referred that part of the mefTage from his
Excellency the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council, which relates to
the laws requiring from the citizens of this commonwealth certain tefts of
abjuration and allegiance, beg leave to report
That however proper fuch laws might have been during the late war,
when, by the divifion of a powerful nation, it became neceffary for individuals to make a folemn declaration of their attachment to one or the other
of the contending parties, to your committee it appears, that in times of
peace and of well eftablifhed government they are not only ufelefs, but
highly pernicious, by difqualifying a great body of the people from exercifing many neceffary offices, and throwing the whole burthen thereof on
others ; and, alfo, by alienating the affections of tender, though perhaps
miftaken, minds from a government, which, by its invidious diftinctions,
they are led to confider as hoftile to their peace and happinefs.
Your committee therefore beg leave to offer the following refolution,
.

to wit,

Refolved,

C
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Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be parTed
into a law, to repeal all the laws or ads of General AfTembly, which re-

quire anv oath or affirmation of allegiance to this commonwealth from the
citizens thereof, and of abjuration or renunciation of any foreign power

whatever, and to remove all difabilities created by a non-compliance therewith.
Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. M'Lene be a committee,
to bring in a bill agreeably to the foregoing refolution, and that they be intruded to infcrt a claufe containing the form of an oath or affirmation of
allegiance to be taken by foreigners coming to refide in this Hate, in conformity to the forty-fecond fedion of the conftitution of this commonwealth.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A. M.

Tuefday^ February iy }

1789.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
A memorial from the minifter, truflees, elders and deacons of the German Reformed congregation in and near the city of Philadelphia was read,
fetting forth, that they have ereded a free fchool for the education of the
poor of the faid fociety, and praying this Houfe to grant them a part of the
unappropriated lands of this ftate in aid of the faid inftitution.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from Nicholas Reib was read, of a fimilar tenor with his petition read in a former Houfe of AfTembly ; and on motion, and by fpecial
order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on claims, to report
thereon.

A

from James Davifon, late Surgeon of the fifth Pennfylvania
regiment, was read, fetting forth his claim to commutation, on the fame
grounds as granted to other furgeons of the late army; and on motion, and
by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the laft, named committee, to report
petition

thereon.

A

petition

from 340 inhabitants of the county of Northampton was

read,

of a fimilar tenor with the petition of 83 inhabitants of the faid county, read
February 12th.
Ordered to lie on the table,
A petition from Henry Pawling was read, referring to his remonflrance
read in a former Houfe of AfTembly September 13th 1787, and praying this
Houfe to take the premifes into consideration.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from "John Ryan, Thomas Wejlcott, Clement Gregory, William
Middleton, jfojeph Cowdry and Andrew Richard/on, infolvent debtors, confined
in the gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia, were read, Severally praying to be releafed from their imprifonment; and on motion, and by fpecial
order, the fame were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Robin/on,
Mr. Hoge and Mr. Saylor, to report thereon.
The committee en ways and means made report, which was read, as follows, viz.

The
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The committee on ways and

3

means, having had referred to them that

part of the meffage of Council which refpedts the payment of penfioners,
the expence of fupporting the invalid corps, and the incompetence of the
prefent funds to the payment of thefe obje&s, report
That in order to form a juft eftimate of the debts and revenues of the

they have had recourfe. to the official eftimates laid before the General
Aflembly, as well as to the Treafurer of the State.
By the former they find, that there was payable in the
o
year 1788,
225144. o
Independent of the arrears of intereft from former years,
and of the inftalments to the proprietaries.
That there was received in the ftate treafury, between
the 1 ft January and ift September; a period of eight
months,
£117806 o o
ftate,

£

And from a return of the Treafurer, that
he had received between ift Sept. and ift
o
o
Feb. a period of 5 months, JT 66710
Deduct one month,
o o
1 3342

£
Makes

fum

533 68

°

°

--'-'".-

o

o

5397°

°

°

21000

o

o

And by the ift of April there will be due for intereft to
£120000
the public creditors, at leaft,

o

o

o

o

the

received in 1788,

171 174

£

So that there was a deficiency in 1788, of

due to the late proprietaries upon the
ments, to the end of 1788,

There

is

The pay and
to be, per

incidental expences of

government

inftal"

jC

are ftated

£

-

annum,

1

28000

demands at the treafury exnor does it appear to the committee, that
under prefent circumftances the revenues could be made much more pro-

From

this ftatement

it

is

ceed the receipts confiderably

evident, that the
-,

ductive.

of the United States have, by their conftitution, the exclufive right of levying imports, of courfe that part of the revenue of Pennsylvania will immediately ceafe.
It produced in the laft year about,
£ 52000 o o
The tonnage on foreign (hipping will likewife ceafe as a
2000 o o
revenue to this ftate,
expence
paying
the
after
The balance of other tonnage,
1200 o o
of the light houfe,

The government

Thus

there will

amount of

be a reduction of the revenue to the
-

-

U

-

Carried over,

-

55 20 °

°

°

£55200

o

o

I
To
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Brought over,
deficiency
of the prefent revenue,
add
which

00

£55200

-

5397°

°

°

£109170

o

o

-

So that there will then be a deficiency of one hundred and nine thoujand one
hundred and feventy -pounds, per annum.
The committee, having ftated the actual and probable deficiency, have
taken into confideration the nature of the engagements of the ftate.
The expences of government, ftated at twenty-eight thoujand pounds per

annum, are no otherwife provided for than by the following appropriations.
Tax on writs,
£ 2000 o o
2 5°o
° °
On pleafurable carriages,
2500 o o
Auctioneers,
3200 o o
Tavern and marriage licences,
£ 10200 o »
applied
to
but
unappropriated,
The following revenues
that purpofe.
Intereft

on money loaned, fay

Fees of the land-office,
Secretary of Council,
Court fines and forfeitures,

£

-

8500
-

-

1400
500

o
o
o
o

o
o
o
o

£

-

Making

The committee

2000

12400

o

o

22600

o

o

that fome of thefe revenues are conand that further provifion ought to be made for this

are of opinion

fiderably over rated,
fervice.

The
bills

next article in the Comptroller's eftimate is the proportion of the
of the emiflion of 1785, of which to be funk annually,
£ 20000 o o

This can with no propriety be difpenfed with. That emiflion has ceafed
to be a circulating medium, and ought to be deftroyed agreeably to the original provifion.
III.

The

Upon
than that

annual inftalment to the

the committee think it unceceflary to
ought to be punctually paid.

this
it

£

late proprietaries,

IV. Intereft on the funded debt, per annum,
On the funded depreciation ditto,

£

make any

12 143
I

353°

o
°

25000

o

other remark,

o
°

£25673
The

o

o

o

of thefe are for debts due by the ftate, the fecond for the depreciation of pay to the officers of the Peivifyhania line, ftate navy, military
hofpitals, &c. a confiderable part of which, it is faid, is chargeable to the
United States however, this clafs of creditors have no demand upon any
other than the ftate of Pennfyhania, and the revenue of excile is fpecially
firft

-,

appropriated to the latter.

V.

The
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V. The new loan debt, the annual

]

intereft

whereof amounts to
£ 111068

o

States, and affumed by Pennof her citizens.
Without entering into the policy of the affumption, the committee only
That the United States have the power to prothink it neceffary to remark,
thereof, paft as well as to come, and that a
debts
and
expences
vide for the
very confiderable fource of revenue (heretofore applied towards the payment
It appears thereof the interelt on that debt) devolves to that government.
like manner demould
in
intereft
payment
the
that
the
of
fore reafonable,
Whether that fhall hereafter be done through the treafury of
volve to it.
Pennfyhania, or to the individual creditors, is not within the power of the
ftate to determine ; but in any event it is to be prefumed that juftice will
be done to the creditors.

This debt was originally due by the United

fyhania, for the relief

—

The

next article is, the amount of penfions under the
recommendation of Congrefs, and amounts to, per annum,

£

o

5680

o

Thefe payments were

to be allowed the ftate in her account of requisibut
herfelf
being
a creditor beyond her proportion of the aggregate
;
debt, Congrefs have no claim on the fcore of requifitions, and therefore
ought to provide for the payment of thefe penfions. The committee, however, fubmit the propriety of continuing the payments for fome time longer,
as it is probable many of the objects are incapable of earning their living,
and would neceffarily become a burthen on the poor rates.
The penfions payable to the widows and children of commiffioned officers of the Pennfyhania line, &c. amounts to
1854 o o
And to the widows of officers and privates of the militia, &c.
1597 o o

tions

Per annum,
Thefe payments the committee apprehend ought

The

laft article is,

ftated to be, per

As

is

appears neceffary at

Having thus

to

£

345 1

o

o

o

o

be continued.

the expence of training the militia,

£

annum,

this fervice

-

5072

within the powers of the general government, nothing
this time on the part of the flate reflecting it.

briefly ftated the

expences and revenues, they think

it

their

duty further to remark,

That

of government ought now to take place,
might be made to contribute towards its fup-

a reduction in the expences

and that fome of the

offices

port.

That

to enable the ftate to do juftice to perfons having juft claims

upon

not already provided for, to improve and lay out roads, and encourage
domeftic manufactures, a fum of money ought to be provided and fet apart,
fubjecl: to the difpofition of the legiflature.

it,

:

C
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the obfervations already made upon the new loan debt it appears neceffary to add, that at this time the arrears of intereft are due in unequal
proportions, fome perfons having received intereft up to OBober laft, while
In order to equalize thefe
others are without receiving for 18 months.

To

prevent the hardfhip that would arife by the immediate
ftoppage of intereft, the committee recommend that the intereft continue
to be paid till the whole is compleated up to the ift of April next, then to

payments, and

to

ceafe and determine.

And

in order to obtain the fenfe of the

Houfe upon

thefe objects feparatc-

they fubmit the following refolutions
Refolved, That the intereft due and to become due upon the fifty thou/and
pounds loaned by the act of March 1785, the fees received in the landoffice, and by the Secretary of Council, the monies received for court fines
and forfeitures, together with the refidue of the monies arifing from tavern
and marriage licences, after the payment of the Judges falaries, be appropriated towards the payment of the expences of government.
Refolved, That ten thou/and pounds be annually let apart out of the revenue
of this ftate, as a fund for the payment of fuch claims as are not otherwife
provided for, the opening and improvement of the roads and inland navigation, and the encouragement of domeftic manufactures, as the legiflature
ly,

may by law

direct.

fo much of any act or acts, as directs the payment of inon the new loan debt beyond the firft day of April next, be repealed ; that after the payments are compleated to the firft of April, they fhall
and that the imports (other than the protecting
then ceafe and determine

Refolved,

That

tereft

-,

duties)

which

are

now

or hereafter

of that revenue by the United States,

may become

due, till the affumption
be exclufively applied to that pur-

pofe.

payments of penfioners under the act of 22d September
fame fhall be paid up to the firft day of May next.
1785
be appointed to bring in a bill or bills, as
committee
Refolved, That a
Refolved,

ceafe,

they

may

That

all

after the

find neceffary, for carrying into effect the foregoing refolutions.

That a committee be appointed to report a plan for leflening
of government, and upon fuch offices, the emoluments of
expences
the
which may be made to contribute to the expence thereof.
Refolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be directed to difband the
invalid corps, and to provide in a more frugal way for the fafety of the pubRefolved,

lic records.

Ordered to lie on the table.
was then, on morion of Mr. Fitzjimons, feconded by Mr. Clymer,
Ordered, That one hundred copies of the faid report be immediately printed for the ufe of the Houfe.
The committee appointed February 7th, on the petition of Ebenezer Frothingham and the letter of "Jonathan Hart, made report, which was read,
It

as follows,

viz.

The committee,

whom

was referred the letter from Jonathan Hart,
Frothingham, Efquire, in behalf of
Ebenezer
alfo the petition of
himfelf and the officers of the garrifon at Venango, tranfmitted by the Honorable Council, report
They are of opinion, that granting rights of pre-emption to any one is
highly improper, and gives an unjuft preference over other citizens, who
to

Efquire,

are

9
3

2

11

:
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are equally entitled to have lands on fuch terms as the ftate ufually grants
them on. Your committee therefore offer the following refolution, viz.
Refohed, That the prayer contained in the petition of Jonathan Hart,
Efquire, and Ebenezer Frothingham, Efquire, cannot be complied with, and

withdraw the fame.
motion was made by Mr. Fitzfimons, feconded by Mr. Wynkoop, in the
words following, viz.
Refohed, That every report brought into this Houfe, and every motion
made and feconded, be entered on the minutes.
It was then moved by Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Foulke,
To infert, after the word " Houfe," the words " be entered on the minutes,
** the fame having been fgned by the members
of the committee who agree to
" the fame."
A further amendment v/as then moved by Mr. Lollar and Mr. G. Heifer,
in lieu of that propofed by Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Foulke,
To infert, after the word ** Houfe," the words " jhall be entered on the
*e
minutes, and fgned by the members of the committee who agreed to the fame,
that they have leave to

A

*'

if thereto required by the minority of faid committee."
" Will the Houfe agree to the lafl
the queftion,

—

On
It

was carried

The

amendment ?"

in the negative.

amendment then recurring,
On the queftion " Will the Houfe agree to the fame F' the Yeas and
Nays were called by Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Kennedy, and were as follow,
firft

viz.

—

—

YEAS.

YEAS.

13 John Irwin,
14 William Todd,
15 James Mar/hall,
16 James Allifon,
17 Alexander Wright,
18 John Gilchreeft,
Theophilus Philips,
1

Samuel Foulke,
2 John Hopkins,
i

Reed,
3 Jofeph

4 Thomas Kennedy,
5 Thomas Beale,

6 Jonathan Hoge,

7 Gabriel Heifer,
Jofeph Sands,
9 Daniel Broadhead,
10 John Ludwig,
1
John Piper,

20 James M'Lene,
21 James Johnfon,
22 Robert Lollar,

12 John White,

24 Adam Orth.

"8

23 Jacob Miley,

NAYS.

NAYS.
i

George Clymer,

2 Thomas
Jacob Hiltzheimer,

Fitzfimons,

3

4 Lawrence Sickk,
William Lewis,
6 William M'Pherfon,
7 George Logan,
8 William Robinfon, jun.

1

James Moore,

14

Mark

15
16

John M'Dowell,
Richard Downing, jun,
Alexander Lowrey,
James Clemfon,
James Cunningham,
Jacob Erb,
Henry Dering,
Thomas LiIley,
Michael Schmyfer,
Henry Tyfon,

17

5

18

19

20

9 Gerardus Wynkoop,
10 John Chapman,

21

1

Valentine Upp,

23

1

Richard Thomas,

22

24

X

Wilcox,

NAYS.

So

[

J

NAYS.

NAYS.
25
26
27
28
29
30

So

31 Samuel Maclay,
32 y^7Z Nevil,

P?^r

33 "Jacob

£tf/<?r,

Conrad

Ibrie, jun.

34

Reiff,

"Jonathan Roberts,

35 John Carfon,
36 i?z/^/6 Davifon.

Stephen Balliot,
jfaco^ Say lor,

was carried

it

The

Peter Trexler, jun.

David Mitchell,

in the negative.

motion recurring,
On the queftion, " #7// the Houfe adopt the fame?"
It was carried in the affirmative.
The committee appointed November 4th laft, on the report on the memorial of Doctor William Smith, made report, which was read, as foloriginal

—

—

lows, viz.

committee, to whom was referred the memorial of Doctor William
Smith, with the fundry papers therein referred to, report
That they have duly confidered the faid memorial and the fubject matter
thereof, and are of opinion that the act which took away the charter of the
college, academy and free fchool of the city of Philadelphia, was not founded upon any juft caufe of forfeiture of the faid charter, but in direct violation of the conftitution of this ftate, and contrary to thofe principles of
They therefore recomjuftice which ought ever to govern legiflative acts.

The

mend,
That

committee be appointed, to bring in a bill to reflore the charter and
property of the college, academy and free fchool of the city of Philadelphia,
a

to the Truftees thereof.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An
" A£l to incorporate the city of Philadelphia," which was read the firft time,
and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled " An
" AB for founding and endowing a public fchool in the town and county of
" Huntingdon," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

Wednefday t February 18, 1789.

A. M.

The Houfe met

A

purfuant to adjournment.
petition from divers owners of marih and

meadow

grounds, bounded by
townfhip of linicum, in the
county of Chejler, was read, fetting forth, that the banks inclofing the faid
meadows have been made and fupported by thofe whole lands bound on
the faid river and creek, whereby fome perfons have contributed more than

the river Delaware and Derby creek,

others

who

in the

therefore praying leave to bring in a bill,
for the purpofe of compelling every perfon interefted in the faid meadow
grounds to pay a proportionable part of the expence of keeping the faid
are equally benefited

banks in repair.
Ordered to

lie

on the

;

table.

A

petition

[

A

8x

]

from the inhabitants of the town of Harrijburg was read,
praying leave to bring in a bill to erect the faid town into a borough.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of the Superintendants of the New Market erected on Calbwhill-Jireet, in the Northern Liberties of the city of Philadelphia, read February 14th, was read the fecond time: Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. M'Pherfon, feconded by Mr. Robin/on,
Ordered, That the petitioners have leave to bring in a bill to remedy the
petition

evils in their petition dated.

The

petition of a

number of

the inhabitants of Wafiington county, read
February 13th, was read the fecond time
Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Wright, feconded by Mr. Nevil,
Ordered, That the fame be referred to Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Piper, Mr.
Wright, Mr. Irwin and Mr. Todd, to report thereon.
The petitions from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Wajhington, praying to be annexed to the county of Allegheny, read February
14th, were read the fecond time : Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Nevil, feconded by Mr. Irwin,
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Ludwig, Mr. Nevil,
Mr. MarJJjall and Mr. Philips, to report thereon.
A memorial and petition from a number of the merchants, traders and
citizens of the city of Philadelphia, and the vicinity thereof, was read, remonftrating againft the act, entituled '* An Acl to revive and continue in
"force the ails of AJfembly regulating fa/es by public auction, and for other
*'
purpofes therein mentioned" as grievous and burthenfome, inafmuch as the
fame is partially impofed on the citizens of Philadelphia, and the vicinity
thereof, and not extended to the citizens of the ftate at large, and praying
the fame may be repealed, and the bufinefs laid open to all perfons who may
chufe to engage therein, on giving fecurity for their good conduct, and being licenced by Council, or that fo much of the faid act may be repealed,
:

which confines the
Ordered to

lie

bufinefs to three perfons only.

on the

table.

Mar/hall, feconded by Mr. Beale, February
14th, was read the fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill to extend, for
a limited time, the right of pre-emption to actual fettlers on the ungranted

The motion made by Mr.

lands, the property of this ftate.

Ordered,

That Mr.

Fitzfimons,

Mr. Beale and Mr. Marjball be

a

com-

mittee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The report read February 13th, on that part of the mefiage of Council
which recommends an extenfion of the time for the payment of arrearages

on unpatented lands, &c. was read the fecond time.
And on the queftion,— " Will the Houfe agree
**

tion,

to

the following refolu-

viz.

committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to extend the
time for the patenting of lands taken up before the revolution to the firft day
of December next.
It was moved by Mr. Wright, feconded by Mr. Todd,
To ftrike out the words " to the firft day of December next."
Which was carried in the" affirmative, and the refolution, as amended,
Refolved,

adopted
r

:

That

a

Whereupon

_

,

,

Ordered,

[
Ordered, That the lafl
the foregoing refolution.

8a

]

named committee bring

in a bill

conformably to

appointed February ioth, on the petition of divers in-

The committee

habitants of the county of Luzerne,

made

report,

which was

read, as fol-

lows, viz.

committee, to whom was referred the petition of fundry inhabitants
of Luzerne, beg leave to report the following refolution
county
of the
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, to divide the county of Luzerne into four election districts, for
the purpofe of holding their annual elections, agreeably to the prayer of the

The

:

petitioners.

Ordered

The

to lie

on the

table.

report on the petition of

the fecond time

:

John

Lytle, read February 13th,

was read

Whereupon

Refohed, That the prayer of John Lytle, contained in his petition to this
Houfe, cannot be granted.
The bill, entituled " An ASl for founding and endowing a public fcbool
" in the town and county of Huntingdon," was read the fecond time, and
confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

limed for confideration.
A motion was made by Mr. Logan, feconded by Mr. Clymer, in the words
following, viz.

Whereas, by an act for methodifing the department of accounts of this
commonwealth, and for the more effectual fettlement of the fame, it is declared, that the books of the Comptroller appointed by that law ihall be
open to the infpection of the committee of accounts And whereas the accounts of the Comptroller-General have never been examined by the legiflaTherefore
ture fince the institution of that office in April 1782
be
appointed
to
bring
in a bill, to be enacted
Refohed, That a committee
into a law, to appoint Commiffioners to examine the accounts of the Comptroller, to compare them with the vouchers in his poSTeffion, and report an
accurate Statement of the fame to the legislature.
Ordered to lie on the table.
:

:

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

M.

Thurfday, February 19, 1789.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of Newberry townShip, in
the county of York, was read, praying they may be annexed to the firft
election district, for the purpofe of holding their general elections.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Lancajler
was read, Suggesting the propriety of reducing the price of public lands,
and of exempting all lands within the late purchafe from taxation for the
term of Seven years, or for fuch longer or other time as may be deemed expedient; and on motion, and by Special order, the lame was read the fecond
time.

Ordered*

[

,
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Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed February 16th,
on the petition of divers non-refident and other owners of lands in the
frontier counties of this ftate, to report thereon.

was then moved by Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,
To re-confider the faid order of the Houfe, for the purpofe of
It

referring

the aforefaid petition to a fpecial committee.
Which was carried in the affirmative : Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Beale,
Ordered, That the faid petition be referred to Mr. Robin/on, Mr. M'Pherfon and Mr. M'Lene, to report thereon.
A petition from John Hujion was read, fetting forth, that he was appointed
a deputy furveyor of one of the diftricts in the late purchafe, and proceeded
to run the boundaries of his diftrict, whereby he has incurred a confiderable
cxpence ; that afterwards, by an order from the Supreme Executive Council,
he was directed to defift until a new allotment took place, by which new
allotment of diftridts the lines by him run became ufelefs ; and praying this
Houfe to grant him compenfation for his fervices.
Ordered to lie on the table.

A

from James Murray was read, referring to his memorial read
Houfe
of ArTembly, and praying this Houfe to grant him relief
a former
petition

in

in

the premifes.

Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from Grizzel Robert/on was read, fetting forth, that her late
hufband became furety for his brother Peter Robert/on, a collector of militia
fines in the county of Bucks; that the faid Peter afterwards died infane,
leaving his property fo reduced and deranged as to be infufficient to fatisfy
the claims of the ftate, and ftating her diftrefTed fituation, and that judgment has been awarded againft her faid hufband for the fum of one hundred
and fixty -three pounds four Jhillings, being the amount of arrearages due from
the faid Peter Robert/on on account of fines by him collected, and praying
this Houfe to fufpend the payment of the faid fum, and that {he may be
permitted to enjoy her faid hufband's eftate during the term of her natural
life.

Ordered

A

on the

to lie

table.

number of

the inhabitants of the county of Fayette was
divilion
of
faid
county
may take place anew, for the purpofes
a
praying
read,
petition

of election

The

from

a

diftrids.

petition of Timothy Harnett, read February 14th,

was read the fecond

time.
Ordered,

That it be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Robin/on, Mr.
Hoge and Mr. Say lor, to report thereon.
The petitions of a number of the inhabitants of the county of York, for
and againft the fisheries in the rivers Codorus and Conewago, read February
Whereupon,
14th, were read the fecond time
On motion of Mr. Lilley, feconded by Mr. Fitzfimons,
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Downing, Mr. Clem/on, Mr. Lilley,
Mr. G. Heijler and Mr. Ludwig, to report thereon.
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of the town of Harrijburg,
Whereupon
read yefterday, was read the fecond time
Refolved, That the petitioners have leave to bring in a bill, conformably
to the prayer of their petition.
:

:

Y

The

[

1

84

The memorial and

petition of a number of the merchants, traders and ciof
Philadelphia, and the vicinity thereof, read yefterday,
tizens of the city
Whereupon,
was read the fecond time
On motion of Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,
Ordered, That it be referred to the city members, to report thereon.
The memorial of the truftees, elders and deacons of the German Reformed
congregation in and near the city of Philadelphia, read February 17th, was
read the fecond time: Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Hiltzheimer, feconded by Mr. Fitzfimons,
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Fitzfimons, Mr. Hiltzheimer and Mr.
:

Ihrie,

to report thereon.

of divers owners of marfh and meadow grounds, bounded by the river Delaware and Derby creek, in Tinicum townfhip, in the
Wherecounty of Chejler, read yefterday, was read the fecond time
upon,
On motion of Mr. Wilcox, feconded by Mr. M'Doivell,
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. M'Dowell, Mr. Wilcox and Mr. Alli-

The

petition

:

fon, to report thereon.

The committee, to whom was re-committed, November 19th, the report
on the petitions of 1750 inhabitants of the county of Dauphin, made report,
which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the report of a committee on the
petition of a number of inhabitants of this ftate, refpecling a mill-dam built
by George Frey acrofs Swetara creek, in Dauphin county, having paid due
attention to the report, and the petitions on which it was founded, are of
opinion that the aforefaid dam, and the race that leads the water to Frey'i
mill, affords a ccmpleat navigation,, at leaft a diftance of three miles up
Swetara, for fuch boats and other craft as are ufed on the Sufquehanna and
-

'Juniata rivers.

Your committee

are likewife of opinion, that the

tumbling dam built by

George Frey will not obftrucl the paffage of fifh up faid creek.
From thefe confiderations, and the great utility of Frey's
inhabitants on

duced

mill to the
the waters of Sujquehanna and 'Juniata rivers, they are in-

to offer the following refolution,

viz.

committee be appointed to bring in a bill, authorifing
George Frey to fupport the dam he has built acrofs Svjetara creek, with
fuch reftri&ions as will oblige him to make and fupport a lock at the moft
convenient place at his mill race, for the convenience of fuch boats and
other craft as may have occafion to pafs up and down faid creek.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The report, read February 17th, on the memorial of the Reverend Doctor
Whereupon,
William Smith, was read the fecond time
On motion of Mr. Fitzfimons, feconded by Mr. Lewis,
The memorial of a considerable number of the Truftees of the college,
academy and charitable fchool of Philadelphia, read in a former Houfe of
Aftembly September 7th, 1784, was alfo read.
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe adopt the following refolution?" viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to reftore
the charter and property of the college, academy and free fchool of the city
of Philadelphia to the Truftees thereof.
Refolved,

That

a

:

—

—

The

3
1
2
1

C
The Yeas and Nays were
were

as follow,

called

85

by Mr. M'Lene and Mr. M'Pherfon, and

-viz.

YEAS.
1

George Clymer,

2

Thomas Fitzfimons,

3

Jacob Hiltzheimer,

4 Lawrence

Sickle,

5 William Lewis,
6 William M'Pherfon,

7 John Salter,
8 William Robinfon, jun.

9 Gerardus Wynkoop,
10 John Chapman,
Valentine Upp,
Samuel Foulke,
Richard Thomas,
1
14 James Moore,
15 Afar^ Wilcox,
1

1

16 j^w M' Dowel/,
J Caleb James,
1
18 Richard Downing, jun.
19 Alexander Lowrey,

20 James Clemfon,
2

j^^/^j^

]

Hopkins,

22 James Cunningham,
23 Jacob Erb,

NAYS.

YEAS.
24 Henry Dering,
25 Thomas Clingan,
26 Thomas Lilley,
27 Michael Schmyfer,
28 Henry Tyfon,
29 Jofeph Reed,
30 Daniel Broadhead,
31 P<?/£r Trexler, jun.
32 P^ter Ealer,
33 Conrad Ihrie, jun.

34 Stephen Balliot,
35 Jac°b Say lor,
36 Samuel Mac lay,
37 J^'z White,
38 y<?/6/z Irvine,
39 James Mar/hall,
40 j^tf Nevi/,
4 1 Robert Lollar,
42 Jacob Reiff,
43 Jonathan Roberts,

44

yo/6/z

Car/on,

45 Obadiah Gore,
46 Hugh Davifon.

C
The

bill,

entituled

" An A5l

86

]

to incorporate the city

of Philadelphia," was

read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publifhed for confideration.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

Friday

',

The Houfe met
Petitions

to-morrow, A.

M.

February 20, 1789.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from 3780 inhabitants of the

were read, praying

a theatre

may

city

and

liberties

of Philadelphia.

be licenced in or near the city of Phi/adel-

phia.

Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from 729 inhabitants of the city and neighbourhood of Philadelphia were read, remonftrating againft the licencing of a theatre in or near
the city of Philadelphia.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from 1422 inhabitants of the county of Chejler were read, praying for a divifion of the faid county.

Ordered

A

to lie

on the

table.

from a number of the merchants and traders of the city of
Philadelphia was read, concurring in the prayer of the laft petition, by reafon of frequent lories fuftained by them on account of debtors abfconding
on board veflels in the Delaware, which veffels often put to fea before procefs can be obtained from an inland place, fuch as Wejl-Chejler, and therefore praying that the feat of juftice may be eftabliftied in the borough of
petition

Chejler.

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

A

petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Wejlmoreland was read, complaining of the exorbitant and illegal fees exacted by the
Prothonotary of the faid county, and praying this Houfe to take the premifes into confideration, and grant them relief.

A

Ordered to lie on the table.
petition from 213 inhabitants of the

city and liberties of Philadelphia
" An Acl for amending the
the
act,
againft
entituled
remonftrating
was read,
'* penal laws
of this fate," and praying the fame may be repealed, or fuch
alterations made therein as to render the lives and property of the citizens
more fecure ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the
fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed November 3d
laft, to revife the criminal laws of this ftate, and to make report thereon.
The committee appointed February 9th, on the petitions of 996 inhabitants of the county of Northumberland, made report, which was read, as

follows, viz.

The committee

appointed to confider the petitions from certain inhabitants of Northumberland county, praying for a divilion of faid county, report

That to them it appears the legiflature fliould rather decide upon fixed and
determinate principles, than upon a bare expreflion of the wifhes of event
many citizens; for although, in matters of local concern, thofe immediately interefted can beft feel, and, feeling, can point out the particular inconveniencies

I
own

C

8/

J

fituation, yet they may not always impartially
conveniencies of their
confider or be deeply affected with the increased diladvantages to others re-

With the legiflature it then refts, to defulting from their gratification.
termine how far the particular cafes may accord with the general interefts
and harmony of the whole.
To your committee it appears, that in determining queftions of this nature regard fhould be had to the number and ability of the inhabitants, as
well as to extent of country and the particular fituation with refpect to rivers,
chains of mountains, and other natural circumftances. That attention mould
alfo be paid to future probable divifions.
In applying thefe principles to the prefent inftance, your committee
are of opinion that the population of Northumberland will not juftify a divifion of that county, or enable the inhabitants to fupport double county
charges, nor can its extent form a reafonable ground for divifion, when unconnected with fufficiently numerous fettlements.
The fituation of the country requefted to be erected into a feparate county
is more convenient to the prefent feat of juftice than many parts of other
large counties, and the river Sufquehanna forms the fingle obftruction in the
way.
If regard is had to the counties which may in future be erected, or to the
inconveniencies which would immediately attend the remaining part of
Northumberland, this divifion will prove itfelf ftill more inexpedient, fince
that remaining part will conftitute the mod irregular figure, encompafling
the new county on three of its fides, whilft the officers of juftice muft as a
confequence be compelled in fome instances to take circuits round it, to
avoid the releafe of their prilbners by carrying them through this county in
a direct courfe.
From the beft information your committee can obtain, when the population of Northumberland fhall authorife a divifion, it muft be widely different
from the one now defired.
The committee will farther hazard an opinion, that many divifions and
alterations of the lines of counties will be necefiary, when, from a map of
the ftate accurately defining the waters, ridges of hills and mountains, and

the prefent lines of counties, the members of the legiflature can, from due
information, decide on their propriety ; until then, divifions muft often be
made injudicioufly, and until then (unlefs preffing reafons operate to the
contrary) the creeling of new counties fhould be deferred.
Influenced by thefe general and fpecial reafons, the committee fubmit the

following refolution

:

Refohed, That the prayer of the petition from Northumberland county for
of the fame cannot be complied with.
divifion
a

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" Act to repeal all the laws or ac~?s of Affembly requiring any oath or affirtna" tion of allegiance from the inhabitants of this commonwealth, and for certain
" other purpofes," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The report on the petitions of 1900 inhabitants of the city and liberties
of Philadelphia, read February 13th, was read the fecond time, as follows, viz.

The committee

Z

The

t
The committee
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3

for a repeal of the
of the city members, on the petitions

law which prohibits

report—-

theatrical reprefentations,

concur in fentiment with their fellow-citizens, the
offer the following refolution
petitioners, and in confequence
be appointed to prepare and bring in
Retdvcd That a fpecial committee
which prohibits theatrical reprerepealing any aft or part of an adt
entirely

That they

:

.

a bill,
fCn

feoonded by Mr. Fitzfimons,
motion was then made by Mr. Clymer,
" reprefentations, viz. « and
To add the following words, after the word
mothe theatre by reprefentations injurious to
to provide agalnjl the abufes of

A

«<

" rah"

Which was

carried in the affirmative.

feconded by Mr. Piper,
was then moved by Mr. Kennedy,
To re-commit the faid report, as amended. re-commit
?
On the queftion,— " Will the Houfe agree to
It was carried in the negative.
feconded by
Mr.
The following motion was then made by
on the
appointed
committee to be
Thomas, by way of inftrudtion to the
It

—

£m,
.

"^ AnTwtereas

Mr
faia

that

number of refpedtable citizens are apprehenfive
indecent vicious and
* theatrical reprefentations may be abufed, fo that
the fcandal of
« „mo al performances may be exhibited on the ftage, to

Son and

.«

a

virtue, the deftrudtion of

good order

in fociety,

and the cordefirous of

Houfe being

« ruption of the manners of the people: And this
the abufe, fo far
« quieting the minds of worthy citizens, and preventing
,''.'-.' <,
« as in them lies, of a meafure in itfelf innocent
in the
claufe
a
infert
to
« i^>/?W, That the committee be inftrudted
« bill directed to be brought in, giving authority to
:

.

and allow fuch dramatic pieces
unexceptionable j and if any plays, in<ct onlv as (hall be in their opinion
theatrical exhibitions (by whatsoever name or
terludes, lettures, or other
a defcription they may be called or known) mall be reprefented without
and good morals, then, and in fuch
fuch licence, and contrary to decency
adting or performing any part or parts
cafe, every perfon and perfons
and unlicenced reprefentations (hall be liable
in fucb indecent, immoral
court, and, on convidion, to fine and impn<c
to be indidted in the proper
at the difcretion of
« fonment, and holding to the peace or good behaviour,
" the court before which fuch trial (hall be held.
to licence

-

c

i

Which was carried in the negative.
The original refolution, as amended,

recurring, viz.

be appointed to prepare and bring in
Relolved That a fpecial committee
reprepart of an aft which prohibits theatrical
a bill repealing any aft or
reprefentations
abufes of the theatre by
fentations, and to provide againfl the
iniurious to morals.

__
Nays
Yeas and AT
-the
the
?
fame
adopt
Houfe
the
Will
On the queition,-"
viz.
were as follow,
were called by Mr. Kennedy and Mr. M'Lene, and

Y
i

E

,

A

George Clymer,

2 Thomas Fitzfimons,
Hiltzheimer,
3 Jacob

a Lawrence

YEA

S.

Sickle,

S.

Lewis,
5 William

6 William M'Pherfon,
7

J ohn

Salter,

8 William Robinfon, jun.

YEAS.

t

»9

1

YEAS.

YEAS.
Peter Trexler, jun.
Peter Ealer,

Conrad

Ihrie, jun.
Stephen Balliot,

Samuel Maclay,
"John White,
"John Irwin,
William Todd,
John Nevil,

Jacob Miley,

John Car/on,
Obadiah Gore,
Davifon.

Hugh

NAYS,
Thomas Beale,
Jonathan Hoge,
Jacob Saylor,

John Piper,
James Allifon,
Alexander Wright,

John

Gilchreejl,

Theophilus Philips,

James M'Lene,
James Johnfon,
Robert Lollar,

Jacob Reiff,
Jonathan Roberts,
Adam Orth.

Ordered,

That the

city

members be

a committee, to bring in a

bill

con-

formably to the foregoing refolution.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

Saturday, February 21,
The Houfe met

A

M.

1789.

A.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

a confiderable number of the inhabitants of Heidleberg
townfhip, in the county of Dauphin, remonftrating againft the line reported
to be run, for dividing the county of Dauphin afcrefaid from the county of
Lancafler, inafmuch as one of the commiffioners appointed to run the faid
line did not actually attend, nor does the faid line agree with the words or
intention of the legiflature, expreffed in the adt of Affembly, entituled
" An AB for erecting part of the county of Lancafler into a feparate county,"
and praying the faid adt may be revifed, or one or more capable diiinterefted

petition

from

perfons

9°

t

3

perfbns appointed to view the faid line, and report to this Houfe, was read,
together with the depofitions of Martin Thoma, John Thoma and fofeph Bamberger, in confirmation of the fadts ftated in the faid petition.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 9th, on the petitions of 600 inhabitants of the county of Cumberland,

made

report,

which was

read,

as fol-

lows, viz.

The committee, to whom was referred the petition of 600 inhabitants of
the northern parts of -Cumberland county, praying that a feparate county may
by laid off, report
That to them no reafons appear fufficiently forcible to fhew the propriety
of a divifion at prefent, and therefore they offer a refolution.
Refolved,

That the prayer of the

aforefaid petition cannot at this time be

granted.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a
"'

Ail

bill,

entituled

" An

fo much of an acl of General AJfembly of this commonwealth,
entertainments within the city of Philadelphia and the
thereof," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
Acl to repeal part of an acl, entituled " An Acl to confirm the eftates and
interefts of the college, academy and charitable fchool of the city of Philadelphia, and to amend and alter the charters thereof conformably to the
revolution, and to the conftitution and government of this commonwealth, and to erect the fame into an univerfity," which was read the
to repeal

** as prohibits dramatic
At neighbourhood

'*

"
"
"
"

firft

time, and

on the table.
The petitions of 1422 inhabitants of the county of
Whereupon,
day, were read the fecond time
On motion of Mr. Moore, feconded by Mr. Thomas,
Ordered to

lie

Chefier, read yefler-

:

That they be referred to Mr. Fitzjimons, Mr. Robinfon, Mr.
Chapman, Mr. Tyfon and Mr. Nevil, to report thereon.
The petition of a number of the merchants and traders of the city of
Ordered,

Philadelphia, read yefterday,

Ordered,
thereon.

The

That

it

was read the fecond time.

be referred

to

the

laft

named committee,

to report

of a number of the inhabitants of the county of Fayette,
read February 19th, was read the fecond time: Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Allifon,
Ordered, That Mr. Nevil, Mr. Gilchreejl and Mr. Philips be a committee,
petition

to report thereon.
The petition of a

number of the inhabitants of Newberry townfhip, in
the county of York, read February 19th, was read the fecond time: Wherenpon,

On

motion of Mr. Schmyfer, feconded by Mr. Lilley,
members from the county of Tork be a committee,

Ordered, That the
to report thereon.

The
time

:

petition of

fames Murray, read February 19th, was read the fecond

Whereupon,

On

9i

[
On

3

motion of Mr. Maclay, feconded by Mr. White,
Mr. Maclay and Mr. fobnjlon be a com-

Ordered, That Mr. Broadbead,
mittee, to report thereon.

The

Ludwig Baifcb, read February 12th, was read the
Whereupon,
On motion made by Mr. Balltot, feconded by Mr. Hiltzheimer,
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Sickle, Mr. Balliot and Mr. M'Lene, to
petition of Ernjl

fecond time

:

report thereon.

The
time

of John Franklin, read February 14th, was read the fecond

petition

Whereupon,

:

On

motion of Mr. Gore, feconded by Mr. Logan,
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. M'Dowell, Mr. Clingan,
Mr. Lilley and Mr. Hoge, with inftrudions to confer with the Supreme Executive Council and the Judges of the Supreme Court on the fubject matters,
contained in his petition, and to make report thereon.
The petition of Grizzel Robert/on, read February 19th, was read the fecond time Whereupon,
On motion made by Mr. Foulke, feconded by Mr. Trexler,
Ordered, That Mr. Chapman, Mr. J. Heijler and Mr. Trexkr be a com:

mittee, to report thereon.

The

on the petition of a number of the
county
inhabitants of the
of Luzerne, was read the fecond time: Wherereport read February 18th,

upon
Refolved,
into a law,

That

a

committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
county of Luzerne into four election diftricts, for

to divide the

the purpofe of holding their annual elections, agreeably to the prayer of the
petitioners.

Ordered,

bring in a

The

That Mr.
bill

Gilchreejl,

conformably

Mr. Miley and Mr. Gore be

a

committee, to

to the foregoing refolution.

report read February 13th, on the petitions of the coach-makers, and

other mechanics employed in the various branches of that manufacture,
was read the fecond time.
"
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the following refolution ?

—

—

viz.

That

committee be appointed

to bring in a bill, to be enacted
of an act paffed the 20th of March, 1783,
entituled " An Act for raifing and collecting of money on the fpecified articles
" therein mentioned, for the fupport of government, and for other purpofes
" therein mentioned," as impofes a tax on the owners or poffeffors of riding

Refolved,

a

into a law, to repeal

"

fo

much

carriages."

A

feconded by Mr. Moore,
carriages," the words " other than coaches, chaTo add, after
" riots, pbcetons, or other four wheeled chaifes."

motion was made by Mr.

Fitzfimotis,

the word "

Which was carried in the
And on the queftion to

negative.

agree to the refolution, as offered by the

com-

mittee,
It
It

was carried in the negative.
was then moved by Mr. Lollar, feconded by Mr. Carfon,

To

re-confider the faid refolution.

Which was

carried in the affirmative.

A

a

It

[

9*

]

was thereupon moved by Mr. Lollar, feconded by Mr. Ludwig,
To adopt the amendment propofed by Mr. Fitzfimons, feconded by Mr.
Moore.
Which was carried in the affirmative.
A motion was then made by Mr. Fitzfimons, feconded by Mr. Clymer,
It

To add

the words

Which
And the

"

in ablual ufe," after

the

word "

cbaifes."

was carried in the negative,

amended, adopted, as follows, viz.
committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, to repeal fo much of an act paffed the 20th of March, 1783,
entituled " An Aft for raifing and collecting of money on the fpecified articles
" therein mentioned, for the fupport of government, and jor other purpofes
** therein mentioned," as impofes a tax on the owners or poffeflbrs of riding
carriages, other than coaches, chariots, phastons, or other four wheeled
relblution, as

Refohed, That

a

chaifes.

Ordered, That Mr. Chapman, Mr. Wilcox and Mr. Johnflon be a
mittee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.

Adjourned

until three o'clock

Monday
The Houfe met

A

',

on Monday next, P.

February

2,3,

com-

M.

1789.

P.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from Hans Poyk, an infolvent debtor, confined in the gaol of
the city and county of Philadelphia, was read, praying to be releafed from
and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read
his imprifonment
petition

;

the fecond time.

That
Mr. Hoge and Mr.
Ordered,

A

it

be referred to Mr. Clymer,

Mr. Lewis, Mr.

Robinfon,

Saylor, to report thereon.

from Margaret Smyth, wife of Frederick Smyth, of the county
of Philadelphia, Efquire, was read, fetting forth, that before her marriage
with her laid hufband fbe was feifed of divers meiluages, lands and tenements, in the city and county of Philadelphia, which, by articles made
before her laid marriage, were vefted in truftees, for the purpofe of fecuring
them to her feparate ufe; that fome time after her marriage the faid truft,
with refpect to her moiety of a tract of land called Wilton plantation, fituated
in Paffyunk townfhip, in the county aforefaid, containing about three hundred and fifty acres, was by indenture vefted in certain other truftees, and for
certain purpofes in the fame indenture mentioned; that fhe has a very advantageous offer to difpofe of the faid plantation, whereby her eftate therein will
petition

be converted into an annuity, payable to herfelf and her faid hufband during
and the life of the furvivor, but that doubts have arifen whether
they have power to make a fufricient title ; therefore praying leave to bring
in a bill, to be enacted into a law, to authorise the faid truftees, or any two
of them, in conjunction with the petitioner and her faid hufband, to fell
and convey her moiety of faid plantation to the purchafer, upon the terms
and in the manner between them ftipulated and agreed on.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petitheir lives,

[
A
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number of

the inhabitants of
Augujla, in the county of Northumberland, read in
fembly September 9th lair, was prefented to the chair,
Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to
petition

"

An

the election diftrict of
the late Houfe of Afread,

and

the chair a

bill,

enti-

Church Wardens and Vejlrymen of the
*' Protejiant Epifcopal church
St.
John, at York-Town, to mortgage the
of
" parfonage houfe and certain lots of ground," which was read the firfl time,
and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The report read February 19th, on the petitions of 1750 inhabitants of
the county of 'Dauphin, was read the fecond time
Whereupon
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, authorising
George Frey to fupport the dam he has built acrofs Swatara creek, with fuch
restrictions as will oblige him to make and fupport a lock at the mod convenient place at his mill-race, for the convenience of fuch boats and other
craft as may have occafion to pafs up and down faid creek.
Ordered, That Mr. Tyfon, Mr. Ludwig, Mr. Miley, Mr. Orth and Mr.
Carfon be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reSbtuled

Afl

a

enable the Rector,

to

:

lution.

The

report read February 13th, on the petition of Elizabeth Parker,

read the fecond time

:

was

Whereupon

Refolved, That the prayer of the petition of Elizabeth Parker cannot be
granted, and that She have leave to withdraw her petition.
A member, having obtained leave, prefented to the chair a bill, entituled

A Supplement to the ac7, entituled " A Supplement to the act, entituled
" An Act to enforce the due collection and payment of taxes within this
" commonwealth," which was read the firft time, and

'*

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

The petition of Lieutenant-Colonel Francis Mentges, read February 7th,
was read the fecond time.
It was then moved by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Balliot,
To refer the faid petition to a committee.
Which was carried in the negative. Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,
Ordered, That the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition.
The bill, entituled " An Ac! to repeal all the laws or acls of Affembly re*' quiring an oath or affirmation
of allegiance from the inhabitants of this com" monwealth, and for certain other purpofes," was read the fecond time, and
conlidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith publimed for confideration.
The bill, entituled " An Ac! to repeal fo much of an acl of General Affemof this commonwealth, as prohibits dramatic entertainments within the city
was read the fecond time,
of Philadelphia, and the neighbourhood thereof
and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith pub*'

bly

**

^

lished for confideration.

The report read February 13th, on the petition of divers inhabitants of
the county of Chejler, was read the fecond time ; Whereupon
Refolved,

[
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Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill to alter and
emend the act of AfTembly of the late province, entituled " An Abl concern" ing cattle, horfes and jheep trefpajjing within this province," paffed the fourth
day of March, 1763, fo as to remedy fundry defects therein, as ftated in the
faid petition.

That Mr. Thomas, Mr. Erb and Mr. Trexler be

a committee, to
the
to
foregoing
conformably
refolution.
bring in a bill
It was then, on motion of Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,
Ordered, That the faid committee be inftructed to revife the laws for regulating fences, and infert in the bill they are directed to bring in fuch alterations of the faid laws, as they may think neceflary.
Supplement to the aft, entituled " An Act for
The bill, entituled "
" erecting part of the county of Bedford into a feparate county," was read
the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engrofled, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

Ordered,

A

law.

The
land,

petition of a number of the inhabitants of the county of WejlmoreWhereupon,
read February 20th, was read the fecond time.

On

motion of Mr. Wynkoop, feconded by Mr. M'Lene,
Ordered, That the fame be tranfmitted to the Supreme Executive Council.
On motion of Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Moore,
Ordered, That Mr. Logan be added to the committee appointed November
15th laft, to report a bill for regulating and eftablithing fees, and, if deemed neceflary, to employ a perfon or perfons to aid them in the completion of
that important bufinefs.
The report read February 17th, on the letter from "Jonathan Hart, Efq;
and the petition of Ebenezer Frothingham, was read the fecond time: Where-

upon
Refohed, That the prayer contained in the petition of Jonathan Hart,
Efq; and Ebenezer Frothingham, cannot be complied with, and that they
have leave to withdraw the fame.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

7u ej"day, February 24, 1789.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.
citizens refiding on the weft fide of Schuylkill was
confiderable fum of money has been raifed by
a
that
forth,
read, letting
law, which by another act of the legislature was directed to be expended
in repairing that part of the old road leading to the borough of Lancajler,
commonly called Jones's lane; that in as much as no part- ot the money directed to be laid out in —nending the faid road hath been expended, they
pray a part thereof at leatt may be laid cut in amending and repairing a
weflern road, commonly called the New Road, leading through the townlbip
of Blockley, in the direction of the High-Jireet of Philadelphia, towards the
faid borough.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from David Miller, of Fermanagh townfhip, in the county of
Cumberland, was read, fetting forth, that he hath eftablifhed a ferry acrofs
the river Juniata, at or near the mouth of Raccoon creek, and praying the
fame may be confirmed to him by law.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A peti-

The Koufe met

A

petition

from divers
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A

petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Cumberland
parts adjacent was read, praying that a ferry may be eftablifhed
the
and
acrofs the river Juniata, at the mouth of Raccoon creek, and the right there-

to vefted in

David

Miller, or his legal reprefentative.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 14th laft, to confer with Council on
the fubjecT: of an exoneration from the payment of militia fines, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee appointed to confer with Council on the fubject of an
exoneration from the payment of militia fines report, as the refult of the
conference, the following refolution

:

That a fpecial committee be appointed to bring in a bill to
Board in each county, confiding of the Member of Council, the
Lieutenant, and Prefident of the Common Pleas for the fame, with powers to
receive and determine on appeals from the aflefiment of militia fines, and to
grant exonerations from the payment thereof, in the whole or in part, in
cafes of hardship or inability.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled "
V Supplement to the feveral acts of Ajfembly for the relief of infolvent debt** ors," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" AcJ to grant to the corporation of the Minifler, Trujlees, Elders and Deacons
**
of the German Reformed congregation in the city of Philadelphia, in the late
*' province (now fate)
of Penniylvania, certain lands therein mentioned, for
" endowing a free fchool, for the ufe of the poor of the aid congregation,"
which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee on claims, to whom was referred the petition of John Cart,
February 7th, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee on claims, on the petition of John Cart, beg leave to reRefohed,

inftitute a

A

f

port,

That they have examined into the claims of the petitioner to the lots mentioned in his petition, and have given him an opportunity of making fuch
perfonal explanations as he thought proper ; but your committee are not fatisfied as to his right to the property, even were it politically expedient to inTherefore, as well from their want of fatisfadtion as
it is inexpedient for the ftate to extend
the time for preferring fuch claims, they are induced to recommend to the
Houfe the following refolution
Refohed, That John Cart have leave to withdraw his petition.
terfere in the bufinefs

to his right, as

from

:

a convidlion that

:

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
ASlfor altering the time of holding the Courts of General Quarter Seffions of
the Peace and Gaol Delivery in the county of Bucks," which was read the

The committee
*'

"

firft

time, and

Ordered

The

to lie

petition of

on the

table.

Margaret Smyth, read yefterday, was read the fecond time

:

Whereupon,

B b

On
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On

motion of Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Fitzfimons,
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. Hoge,

to report thereon.

The

" An Acl

Church-Wardens and
Vefirymen of the Protefiant Epifcopal church of St. John, at York-Town,
,s
to mortgage the parfonage houje and certain lots of ground," was read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranlcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pubbill,

entituled

to

enable the Rector,

"

lished for consideration.

The

"

A Supplement to the a£l,

"

A

Supplement
the act, entituled
An Act to enforce the due collection and payment
taxes within this commonwealth," was read the fecond time, and conlidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith pubbill,

entituled

" to
" of

entituled

•*

lished for consideration.

the confideration of the motion made February 1 8th
by Mr. Logan, and feconded by Mr. Clymer, relative to the infpection and examination of the accounts of the Comptroller- General.
motion was then made by Mr. Fitzfimons, feconded by Mr. Lollar,
To poftpone the coniideration of the faid motion, in order to introduce a

The Houfe refumed

A

xefolution in lieu thereof.

Which was carried in the affirmative.
The refolution being read, was adopted,

as follows,

viz,

Refohed, That a committee be appointed to examine into the powers of
the Comptroller-General, and the mode of tranfacting bufinefs in that office,
and that they report to the Honfe in their prefent feffion.
Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Fitzfimons, Mr. Logan, Mr. fohnfion and
M. Lollar be a committee, for the purpofes contained in the foregoing refolution.

The

report read February 13th, on the reprefentation of the Judges of the
read the fecond time, as follows, viz.

Supreme Court, was

The committee,

to

whom

was referred the

petition

from the Judges of

the Supreme Court, beg leave to report
That the independence and integrity of the Judges of the Supreme Court
of Judicature, fo eflential to the due administration of juftice, is endeavoured
to be fecured by the constitution of this ftate, which directs and eftablifhes,
that the faid Judges Shall have fixed falaries, and be commiSlioned for feven
That in and by an act of ASTembly, entituled " An Act to afcertain,

years

:

" fx and

permanent falaries for the fudges of the Supreme Court,"
March, in the year of our Lord one thousand feven hundred and eighty-five, the provision which is made by the
constitution for the independence and integrity of the faid Judges was recognized, and the respective annual falaries therein fpecified were fixed and
eftablifhed, as the permanent falaries of the faid Judges, and of their fucceffors in office ; and it was thereby declared and enacted, that the fame falaries
fhould not thereafter be withdrawn, withheld or leifened, on any pretence
whatfoever That in confequence of an acl of General ASTembly, entituled
" An Acl for furnifing the quota of this fiat e towards paying the annual in" terefi of the debts of the United States, and for funding and paying the in" terefi of the public debts of this fiate," bills of credit, to the amount of
one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, were made, and put into circulation,
and
eji.ablijh

panned on the twenty-fifth day of

:

[
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and the revenues of the ftate have fince been generally paid In the fame
and received by the Judges towards their falaries That the faid bills
of credit have from time to time depreciated in value, and have fometimes
been reduced to lefs than two thirds of the eftimated original value of the
fame, when exchanged for gold or filver, whereby the falaries of the Judges
aforefaid, which had been declared fixed and eftabliflied as aforefaid, have
been much impaired and leflened, and confiderable portions thereof have
thereby been withholden from the faid Judges, to their manifeft injury, in
violation of the conftitution of the commonwealth, and in diredt contradiction to and derogation from the ftipulations and provifions of the adl herein
before recited, which was made for the exprefs purpofe of afcertaining, fixing and eftablifliing the fame falaries in a permanent manner
For remedy
whereof, and to make good and effectual the juft and lawful falaries of the
faid Judges, thus folemnly ftipulated, and that the wholefome provifiori of
the conftitution, and the acl of Affembly aforefaid, refpe&ing the Judges
efpecially made, may be faithfully executed, we offer the following refolubills,

:

:

tion, viz.

Refohed, That the Comptroller-General

fliall, and he is hereby authorifed
and declare, according to equity and good
confcience, the damages which have been, or at the times of fuch liquidations fliall have been, fuftained by the Judges of the Supreme Court fcverally, by receiving the bills of credit aforefaid for their falaries j and that
upon a ftatement thereof by the Comptroller-General made, and exhibited
to the President or Vice-Prefident in Council, the faid Prefident or VicePrefident in Council may and fliall make and fign a warrant, on the Treafurer of this commonwealth, for the fum thereupon found due to each of the
fame Judges, payable to them refpe&ively, or their legal reprefentatives j
which warrants the faid Treafurer is authorifed and directed to pay and fatisfy, out of any of the unappropriated monies of this commonwealth which

and required

fliall

to afcertain, liquidate

be in his hands..

On

—

the queftion,
" Will the Houfe agree to the refolution contained in the
?"
report
faid
It was carried in the negative.

—

A

motion was then made by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Irwin,
re-confider the vote of the Houfe on the faid refolution.
Which was carried in the affirmative. Whereupon

To

Ordered,

That the further

Adjourned

confideration of the faid report be poftponed.

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

M.

Wednefday^ February 25, 1789.

A.

M.

The Houfe met
The committee

purfuant to adjournment.
appointed February 16th, on the petition of a number of
)on-refident and other owners of lands in the frontier counties of this ftate,

made

report,

which was

The committee on

read, as follows, viz.
the petition of the non-refident owners of lands re-

port

That, leaving the other matters contained in the petition to be more maon by them hereafter, the committee confine
themfelves for the prefent to a farther fufpenfion of the powers of the comturely confidered and reported

miffioners
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prayed for, which they are of opinion ought
immediately,
as the fufpending aft will expire as early as
to be granted, and
They therefore offer the following refolution
the 22d day of March next
That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill to extend, for a further
limited time, the aft, entituled " An Act to fufpend, for fix months, the
" powers of the commijfioners of the feveral counties of this fate to make fale
" of unfeated lands for non-payment of taxes."
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 19th, on the memorial and petition of
the merchants, traders and citizens of the city of Philadelphia, and the

rniflioners for the fale of lands,

:

:

vicinity thereof,

made

report,

which was

read, as follows, viz.

The committee on the petition of the merchants and traders, refpefting
vendues, report
That duly confidering the faid petition, many reafons occur to them againfr.
laying the bufinefs of an auctioneer further open, which, in their opinion,
counterbalance the difadvantages complained of in the prefent reftriftion but
that they fully agree with the petitioners in fentiment, that the tax paid on
the fale of goods in the city of Philadelphia and its neighbourhood is a parThey theretial and unequal burthen, and as fuch fhould be difcontinued
offer
the
following
refolution
fore
That a fpecial committee be appointed to bring in a bill for repealing any
law, or part of a law, which fubjedts goods fold at auftion to a duty.
;

:

:

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
*' AH
for enlarging the time limited by the act, entituled " An Aft for faci*' litating the redemption of the bills of credit emitted in the year one
*' thoufand feven hundred and eighty-one, and for redeeming part of the
" funded debt of this ftate ; for extending the time for patenting lands
" which were located before the declaration of independence, and for giv'* ing a right of pre-emption to aftual fettlers for procuring warrants for
" lands by them occupied," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 21ft, on the petition of a number of
the inhabitants of the county of Fayette, made report, which was read, as
follows, viz.

committee, to whom was referred the petition of a number of the
inhabitants of the county of Fayette, beg leave to report the following re-

The

folution

:

Refolved,

That

into a law, to

committee be appointed to bring
divide the county of Fayette into
a

in a bill,

to

be enafted

eleftion diftrifts, for

the purpofe of holding their annual eleftions, agreeably to the prayer of the
petitioners.

Ordered to lie on the table.
memorial from a committee of the public creditors was read, remonftrating againft that part of the report of the committee on ways and means,
which recommends a repeal of fo much of any aft or afts as direfts the payment of interefr. on the new-loan debt beyond the firft day of April next,
and praying the funding fyftem of the ftate may be inviolably preferved, and

A

appropriated revenues may be faithfully applied to the purpofes
therein affigned ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read

that

its

the fecond time:

Whereupon

A

motion

:

C
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A

motion was made by Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. G. Heifer,
That the faid memorial be referred to the committee on ways and means.
Which was carried in the negative.
It was then, on motion made by Mr. Clymer, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Fitzfimons, Mr. Robin/on, Mr. Chap•man, Mr. M'Dowe/I, Mr. Lowrey, Mr. Tyfon, Mr. Ludwig, Mr. Piper, Mr.
Nevil, Mr. Philips and Mr. M'Lene, to report thereon.
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of the election diftrift of
Augujia, in the county of Northumberland, read February 23d, was read the
fecond time : Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Maclay, feconded by Mr. White,
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Maclay and Mr. White,
to report thereon.
The petition of

David Miller,

read yefterday, was read the fecond time

Whereupon,

On

motion of Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Beale,
Ordered, That the fame, together with the petition of a number of the
inhabitants of the county of Cumberland, read yefterday, be referred to the

members from Cumberland,

The

to report thereon.

read yefterday, on the
Whereupon,
That "John Cart have leave

report

fecond time
Refolved,

petition of

John Cart, was

read

flie

:

to

withdraw

his petition.

The

report of the committee, appointed to confer with Council on the
of an exoneration from the payment of militia fines, read yefterday,
was read the fecond time: Whereupon,
Refohed, That a fpecial committee be appointed to bring in a bill to inftitute a Board in each county, conlifting of the Member of Council, the
Lieutenant, and Prefident of the Court of Common Pleas for the fame,
with powers to receive and determine on appeals from the afleflment of militia/fines, and to grant exonerations from the payment thereof, in the whole
or in part, in cafes of hardfhip or inability.
Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Fitzfimons, Mr. Hoge, Mr. Nevil and Mr.
M'Lene be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refubjedt.

solution.

The

report of the committee read February 21ft, on the petition of
inhabitants of the county of Cumberland, was read the fecond time.

On

the queftion,

—"

Will the Houfe agree

to the following refolution

600
?"

—

viz.
Refolved,

That the prayer of the

petition of fundry inhabitants of the

northern parts of Cumberland county, praying for a divifion of that county,
cannot at this time be granted.
It was moved by Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Hoge,
To poftpone the confederation of the faid refolution, in order to introduce
the following, viz.
Whereas a considerable number of the inhabitants of the north part of
Cumberland county have prefented a petition to this Houfe, praying that that
part of Cumberland county, as defcribed in their petition, may be eredted
into a new and feparate county.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to erecT: that
part of Cumberland county that lies to the north of the river Juniata and
Tufcarora
C c
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Tofcarora mountain (agreeably to the prayer of the inhabitants contained in
a petition prefented to this Houfe) into a new and feparate county..
Which was carried in the affirmative,
And the refolution propofed by Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Hoge,

adopted.
Ordered, That the members from Cumberland county be a committee, to
bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.

Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A.

M.

Thurfday^ February 26, 1789.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
A petition from "John Rofs, late failing mafter of the Arnold battery in the
navy of this ftate, was read, fetting forth, that he hath not received any
compenfation for his fervices, and praying relief in the premifes.

Ordered to lie on the table.
memorial from John Hew/on, callicce printer, was read, praying the
bill, entituled " An A51 for granting unto John Hewfon and Robert Tay" lor, callicoe printers and bleachers, the fum of
pounds
" each, as an encouragement to them to carry on, in as extenfive a manner as
" poffible, faid branches of bufmefs," read in the late Houfe of Affembly
March 28th laft, may be taken into confideration, and paffed into a law ;
and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time

A

:

Whereapon,

On

motion of Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,

Ordered,

That

it

be referred to Mr. Hoge, Mr. Balliot and Mr. M'Lene,

to report thereon.

A

remonftrance from a committee of a number of the citizens of the city
and liberties of Philadelphia, appointed to prefent and profecute the petitions
againft theatrical entertainments, was read, praying the bill, entituled " An
** Act to repeal
fo much of an ac~l of General AJjembly of this commonwealth, as
" prohibits dramatic entertainments within the city of Philadelphia, and the
** neighbourhood thereof," may not be enacted in the prefent feffion ; and that
in the mean time they may be furnifhed with attelled copies of the names
of tire figners of the petitions for and againft theatrical exhibitions.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from John Eve, of the county of Philadelphia, powder manufacturer, was read, praying, on behalf of himfelf and others, manufacturers of gunpowder, that a duty may be laid on gunpowder imported into
this ftate, and the duty on rough falt-petre be taken off, in order to encourage and promote the faid manufactories.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
*' Act
to repeal fo much of an ac~l, entituled " An Act for raifing and col" letting of money on the fpecified articles therein mentioned," as impofes
** a tax en the owners or
poffejjbrs of any riding carriages, other than coaches,
" chariots, photons, or other four wheeled chaijes," which was read the
firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably

,01

[

]

member

prefented to the chair a bill, entiin aid of the Callowhill market, in the townjlnp of the
An
tuled
«' Northern Liberties," which was read the firfl: time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

Agreeably

to leave

given, a

A3

(i

The committee

appointed for the purpofe reported a

bill,

entituled

"

A

Supplement to the acl, entituled " An Act to regulate the general elections
«« of this commonwealth, and to prevent frauds therein," enacted the thirteenth day of September, one thoufand fevsn hundred and eighty-five, which
te

was read the firlt time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled " An Acl for the incorporation of the College of Phyt(
ficians in Philadelphia," was read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.

That

Ordered,

it

be tranferibed for

and forthwith pub-

a third reading,

lifhed for consideration.

The bill, entituled " An Ac~l to repeal part of an acl, entituled " An Act
" to confirm the eftates and interests of the College, Academy and Chari" table School of the city of Philadelphia, and to amend and alter the char" ters thereof conformably to the revolution, and to the conftitution and
" government of this commonwealth, and to erect the fame into an Uni" verfity," was read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith published for confideration.

The

entituled

bill,

" An Acl

grant

to

to the corporation

of the Minijler,

" Trufees, Elders and Deacons of the German Reformed congregation in the
" city of Philadelphia, in the late province (now jlatej of Pennfylvania, car" tain lands therein mentioned, for endowing a free fchool, for the ufe of the
**

poor of the faid congregation," was read the fecond time, and confidered

by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith publimed for confideration.
On motion of Mr. Fitzfimons, feconded by Mr. Clymer,

Ordered,
entituled
**

*'

That Tuefday next be

A

Supplement

to

an

affigned for the third reading of the bill,

act,

entituled

" An Act more

effectually to

prevent unfair practices in the packing of beef and pork for exportation,"

" and
that

it

regulate the exportation of flaxfeed, butter
be the order for that day.
to

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

and

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.
appointed February 21ft, on the petition of James

The Houfe met
The committee
made

report,

which was

The committee,

to

whom

read,

as follows,

recommend the following
RefJved, That the petitioner have leave

mittee therefore

to lie

on the

Mur-

viz.

was referred the petition of Colonel James

Murray, be^ leave to report
That in "their opinion the prayer thereof cannot be granted

Ordered

and

M.

Friday, February 27, 1789.

ray,

bifcuit in kegs,"

refolution
to

:

Your com-

;

withdraw

his petition.

table.

The

:

C
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The committee appointed February 19th, on the petition of divers owners
of marfh and meadow grounds bounded by the river Delaware and Derby
creek, in Tinicum townfhip, in the county of Chejier, made report, which
was

read, as follows, viz.
committee, to

whom was referred the petition of fundry owners of
and Derby creek, report
Delaware
on
marfh meadow
That in their opinion it is juft and reafonable for the owners of meadow
land, which is fo connected as to derive fecurity from the exterior banks
which enclofe the fame, fhould contribute a reafonable proportion of the
expence for fuch defence, which appears to be the fituation of the owners
of marfh meadow on Delaware and Derby creek Your committee therefore
The

:

offer the following refolution :
That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted into a law,
obliging fundry owners of marfh meadow in the townfhip of Tinicum, and
county of Chejier, bounding on the river Delaware and Derby creek, to pay
their proportionable part of the expence neceffary for fupporting the tide

banks of faid marfh meadow.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 25th, on the memorial of the committee of the public creditors,

made

report,

which was

read, as follows,

viz.

The committee,

to

whom

was

referred the

memorial of the committee of

public creditors, report
That they have duly confidered the fubject matter of the faid memorial,
as well as the reafons offered in fupport thereof by the memorialifts, and are
perfuaded that it is neverthelefs proper that an alteration fhould now take
place in the funding fyftem, in as much as a confiderable portion of the revenue heretofore applied towards the payment of the New-Loan debt will immediately go to the government of the United States, and that thofe revenues
which the ftate can yet retain are inadequate to the fupport of government,
and the fervices with which they are charged : That one of two things therefore becomes abfolutely neceffary, that is, to lay new taxes, equal to the
exigencies of government; or, to take from the funds heretofore applied
to the funding fyftem what may be neceffary to fupply thofe deficiencies
The committee, confidering the firft as totally improper under our prefent
circumftances, can only recommend the latter; at the fame time that it is
their duty to remark, that the committee of public creditors agree, without
difficulty, to have the payment of their interefl poflponed, provided no
other alteration is made in the funding fyftem.
As the report of the committee on ways and means is before the Houfe,
and will neceffarily call for a decifion on thefe points, the committee think
it their duty only to recommend,
That no interefl: fhall be paid or chargeable to this ftate upon the NewLoan debt after the interefl: to April next is paid, except the United States
fhall make provifion for the payment of fuch interefl to this ftate ; and that
fuch of the New-Loan creditors as chufe to take back their continental certificates may have liberty to do fo.
That fo much of the funds heretofore appropriated to the payment of interefl under the funding fyftem, as may be neceffary to make good the de6ciencies in the other revenues of the ftate, be applied to that purpofe.
•

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

Th e

I0 3

[
«*
**
*'

]

The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
Atl to ereB Wyoming town/hip, and that part of Cataweffy and Mahoning towrftnps herein after defcribed, in the county of Northumberland, into
a feparate election diJlriSl," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled "
Supplement to the feveral acls of Affembly for the
relief of info/vent debtors," was read the fecond time, and confidered by

A

*'

paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith publifhed for conlideration.

The

entituled

" An Act for

of holding the Courts of
General Quarter SeJJions of the Peace and Gaol Delivery in the county of
" Bucks," was read the fecond time Whereupon,
A motion was made by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Lo/lar,
To poftpone the confideration of the faid bill.
Which was carried in the affirmative.
Mr. Lewis, in his place, read a bill, entituled " An Ac~l to alter the
f\ times of holding the Courts of General Quarter Seffions of the Peace and
** Gaol Delivery in the
feveral counties within this commonwealth j" and having
obtained leave, prefented the fame to the chair, and the faid bill was read;
and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith pubbill,

altering the time

*'

:

lifhed for confideration.

The

on the petition of a number of the
Whereinhabitants of the county of Fayette, was read the fecond time
upon
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
report read February 25th,

:

into a law, to divide the county of Fayette into four election diftricts, for
the purpofe of holding their annual elections, agreeably to the prayer of
the petitioners.
Ordered, That Mr. Nevil, Mr. Gilchreejl and Mr. Philips be a committee,
to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
On motion of Mr. Clymer, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,

That Mr. Fitzfimons, Mr. Robinfon, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Hoge
and Mr. M'Lene be a committee, on that part of the meffage of Council
poftponed November 13th laft, which refpects a revifion of the tax laws, and
Ordered,

to report thereon.

On

motion of Mr. Fitzfimons, feconded by Mr. Wynkoop,

That Wednefday next be affigned for the third reading of the
entituled " An AB to incorporate the city of Philadelphia," and that it

Ordered,
bill,

be the order for that day.
The Houfe refumed the confideration of the report poftponed February
on that part of the meffage from Council refpecting the vendue
1 6th,
laws.

—

" Will the Houfe agree to the following refolution, prothe queftion,
?"
viz.
pofed by the committee
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be paffed

On

—

into a law, to authorife the Prefident or Vice-Prefident in Counci^ to appoint
and licence an Auctioneer for the townfhip of Moyamenfmg, fubject to the
like rules and regulations with the Auctioneers for the city of Philadelphia,

the diftrict of Southwark, and the townfhip of the Northern Liberties, and
to
d

D
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to prevent all other perfons from felling any goods, chattels or real.eftate
(except, &c.) at public auction, within the faid townfhip, or at any other
place within two miles of the State-Houfe in the faid city, other than the
faid Auctioneers, within their refpective diftri&s.

A

motion was made by Mr. Fitz/imons, feconded by Mr. Robinfon,
To poftpone the confideration of the faid refoiution, in order to intro-

duce the following refoiution in lieu thereof, •viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to repeal fo
much of any act as impofes a duty on the fale of goods by public auction,
and to enable the Supreme Executive Council to licence an Auctioneer for
the townfhip of Moyamenfing.
Which was carried in the negative, and the original refoiution adopted.
Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Balliot be a committee, to
bring in a bill conformably to the refoiution, as adopted.
The bill, entituled " An AEl to incorporate the Newtown Library Com-

" pany

in

Bucks county," was read the third time, and confidered by para-

graphs.
Ordered, That
law.

Adjourned

it

be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

Saturday , February 28,

M.

1789.

A.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
petition from a number of the merchants and traders of the city of
Philadelphia was read, praying a perfon may be appointed by law to infpecl
all mingles to be exported from the port of Philadelphia.

A

Ordered to lie on the table.
petition from Van Swearingen and others, late officers in the eighth Pennsylvania regiment, was read, letting forth, that they were engaged for and
remained in the fervice for three years, without having received any compenfation for the depreciation due on their pay, and praying this Houfe to grant

A

them

relief.

Ordered to

A

lie

from

on the

table.

number of the

inhabitants of the county of Berks,
praying leave to bring in a bill for the better and more effectual relief of the
poor, read in a former Houfe of Affembly November 4th, 1786, was prefentpetition

a

read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" ASl for the relief of Robert Beatty and Benjamin Moore, infolvent debtors,
" confined in the gaols of Cumberland and Dauphin counties," which was read
the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled "
" Supplement to the feveral ails of General Affembly refpeSiing public aubTwns
" and auctioneers ," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee on claims made a further report in part, which was read,

-ed to the chair,

A

as follows, viz.

The

™5

[

]

The committee on

claims, on the petition of the Reverend Meflieurs
chaplains in the late army, beg leave to reRogers
and
M'Murdie,
Jones,
port

That the prayer of the

petitioners cannot be granted

:

The committee

therefore fubmit the following refolution,

That the Reverend Meffieurs Jones, Rogers and M'Murdie, have
leave to withdraw their petitions.
The committee alio, on the petition of James David/on, a regimental
Refolved,

army, beg leave to report
That the prayer of the petitioner cannot be granted They therefore
the following refolution,
Refolved, That James David/on have leave to withdraw his petition.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A motion was made by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Fitzfimons,

Surgeon

in the late

:

adopted,

as follows,

That

Refolved,

offer

and

viz.

credentials of the following

form

(ball

be prepared, and

delivered to the Senators chofen by the Legiflature of this ftate, to compofe,
with the Senators of the ftates who have ratified the conftitution of the

United

States,

the Senate thereof, and that fuch credentials ihall be figned
attefted by the Clerk of this Houfe.

by the Speaker, and

"
" By

"
**

*'

*'
f*
<e
*.*

*'

State of
the

Pennsylvania,

Representatives
" Pennsylvania,

ff.

Freemen of the Commonwealth
General Assembly met.

of the
in

of

X) ^our

known, that on the thirtieth day of September, in the year of
Lord
one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-eight, the Honor'jjj
able William Maclay and Robert Morris, Efquires, were, by the General
Affembly of this ftate, being the Legiflature thereof, duly elected and
chofen, at the time and place, and in the manner by the Legiflature prefcribed, Senators of and from the faid ftate, to compofe, with the
Senators elecfed by the Legiflatures of the ftates who have ratified the
conftitution for the United States, the Senate of the United States, agreell

ably to the conftitution thereof.
«* Signed, by order of the Houfe, this
" day of
in the year of our Lord
" one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-nine,

" and
*'

of

in the thirteenth

year of the Independence

the United States.
««

Speaker.

« Attest,
" Clerk of

the General Affembly.'"

«

county

" An Acl for feparating Newberry townpip, in the
of York, from the fifth, and annexing the fame to the firfi election

"

di/lriff

of that county," was read the fecond time, and coniidered by pa-

The

bill,

entituled

ragraphs.

Ordered,

That

it

be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

lifhed for consideration.

The

C

«

An

]

fo much of an ab~l of General AJfembly of this commonwealth, as prohibits dramatic entertainments within the city
," was read the third time.
of Philadelphia and the neighbourhood thereof
And in debating the following paragraph, viz.
" Be it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Reprefentatives
of the Freemen of the commonwealth of Pennfylvania, in General Affembly met, and by the authority of the fame, That fo much of an act
of General Afiembly of this commonwealth, entituled " An At! for the

The

"
"

"

Io6

bill,

entituled

Act

to repeal

"
"
" prevention of vice and immorality, and of unlawful gaming, and to refrain
" diforderly fports and difjipation," parTed on the twenty-fifth day of September,
" which was in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and
" eighty-fix, as reftrains or prohibits any perfon or perfons from acting,
" fhewing or exhibiting, within the city of Philadelphia, or within one
" mile thereof, any tragedy, comedy, tragi-comedy, farce, interlude, pan" tomime, or other play, or any fcene or parts of a play whatfoever, or
" from being concerned or employed therein, or in felling any ticket or
" tickets for that purpofe, or as inflicts any fine, forfeiture or penalty there" for, or as directs any recognizance to be entered into on account thereof,
" be, and the fame is hereby repealed, and made null and void."
It was moved by Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Orth,
To infert, after the words " on account thereof," the words, '* be fufpend-

"

on condition the aclors of fuch tragedy, comedy, farce, interlude, pantomime, or other play, or part of any play whatfoever, pay into the public
" treajury, on or before the firf day of March annually, the urn of
"
pounds, during the continuance of this ac7, for the ufe herein
ed,

**

f

"

after directed."

And on

the queftion,

Yeas and Nays were

—"

called

low, viz.

YEAS.

—

Will the Houfe agree to the amendment ?"
the
and
by Mr. Kennedy
Mr. Orth, and were as fol-

1

C
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NAYS.
19 Jacob Erb,
20 Thomas Clingan y
21 Thomas Lilley,
22 Micoael Scbmyfer,
23 Henry Tyfon,

24 David Mitchell,
25 Thomas Beale,

So

]

NAYS.
32 Samuel Maclay,
33 yohn White,
'

34

"John Irwin,

35
36
37
38

James Marjloall,
John Nevil,

William Todd,

Alexander Wright,

26
27
28
29
30

Jofeph Heifer,
Daniel Broadhead,
Peter Trexler, jun.
Ealer,
Stephen Balliot,

42 John Car/on,
43 Obadiah Gore,

3

'Jacob Say lor,

44 Hugh Davifon.

it

P^r

was determined

And the
On the

39 John

40

Gilchreejl,

Theophilus Philips,

41 James John/on,

in the negative.

having been fully debated by paragraphs,
Shall the J'ame be engrof'ed, for the purpofe of being
enacled into a law f"
the Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. Kennedy and.
Mr. Piper, and were as follow, viz.
faid bill

queltion,

—
—

',*

YEAS.

6

911

1
2
3

[

;

io8

]

NAYS.

NAYS.
19 Alexander Wright,

24 Robert

20 "John

25 Jacob Reiff,
26 Jonathan Roberts,
27 Adam Ortb.

Gilchreejl,

Theophilus Philips,

2

22 James M'Lene,
23 James Johnfon,
So

it

was determined

Adjourned

hollar

in the affirmative.

until half paft three o'clock

Monday 9 March

M.

on Monday next, P.

1789.

2,

M.

P.

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
The bill, entituled " A Supplement to an

acl, entituled " An A6t for
erecting part of the county of Bedford into a feparate county," having
been brought in engrofled, was compared at the table, enacted into a law,

"

and the Speaker directed to fign the fame.
The bill, entituled " An Acl to repeal fo much of an

at~l

of General Af-

" fembly of

this commonwealth, as prohibits dramatic entertainments within the
Philadelphia
and the neighbourhood thereof," having been brought
of
compared
at the table.
was
engrolfed,
in
And on the queftion, " Shall the fame be enabled into a law?" the

"

city

—

—

Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Kennedy, and were as
follow, viz.

YEAS.

YEAS.
George Clymer,
1
2 Thomas Fitzfmons,
3 Jacob Hiltzheimer,

Gabriel Heifer,
1
20 JoJ'eph Sands,
Daniel Broadhead,
2

4 Lawrence

22
23
24
25
26

Sickle,

John Ludwig,

I I

Peter Trexler, jun.
Peter Ealer,
Conrad Ihrie, jun.
Stephen Balliot,
White,
John
27
28 John Irwin,
29 William Todd,

1

30 John Nevtl,

5 William Lewis,
6 Williavi M'Pherfon,

7 John

Salter,

William Robinfon, jun.
Thomas,
Richard
9
I o
James Moore,
8

John M'Dowell,
Alexander Lowrey,
John Hopkins,
1
14 Henry Dering,
Thomas Lilley,
1 5
Michael Schmyfer,
17 Henry Tyfon,
18 Jofeph Heifter,

1

NAYS.
Gerardus Wynkoop,
2 Valentine Vpp,
3 Samuel Foulke,
1

3

Peter Richards,

32 Jacob Miley,
33 John Car/on,
34 Obadiah Gore,
35 Hugh Davifon.

NAYS.
4 Mark

Wilcox,
Caleb
James,
5

6 Richard Downing, jun

NAYS.

3
6
5

[

iop

]

NAYS.
7 James

NAYS.

Clemfon,

1

8

James

Allifon,

19 Alexander Wright,

9 Jacob Erb,
o Thomas Clingan,

20 John

I

8 James Cunningham,

II

2

Theophilus Philips,

22 James M'Lene,
23 James John/on,

Jofeph Reed,

12 David Mitchell,
Thomas Kennedy,
1

24 Robert Lollar,
25 Jacob Reiff,

14 Thomas Beale,
Jonathan Hoge,
1
1

1

Gilchreejl,

26 Jonathan Roberts,

27 .^dW 0/y£.

j'tf^ Say lor,

17 ^Oi6« Piper,
So it was determined in the affirmative, and the Speaker directed to fign
the fame.

A

from a number of the inhabitants of the townfhips of Lower
Smithfield, Hamilton and Delaware, in the county of Northampton, was read,
remon fixating againft the petitions for opening a road from the Wind Gap of
the Kittatany mountain to Wyoming, and praying, that, mould it be deemed expedient to grant a fum of money for opening or amending abroad to
Wyoming, the fame may be expended in repairing the old road, commonly
petition

called Sullivan's road.

Ordered to lie on the table.
petition from 220 inhabitants of that part of the Northern Liberties of
the city of Philadelphia which lies to the fouthward of Pegg's run, and on
the eafl fide of Sixth-fireet, was read, praying that the faid diflrict may be
comprehended within thole regulations which have or may be eftablifhed
for the government of the faid city.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
** Acl to authorife George Frey,
of Middletown, in the county of Dauphin,
" to fupport a mill-dam acrofs Swetara creek, and to oblige bim to maintain a
*' lock and
free navigation for boats or other craft, along bis mill-race, into
*\ bis mill-dam," which was read the iirft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of the county of Berks,
Whereupon,
read February 28th, was read the fecond time
On motion of Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Lollar,

A

:

Ordered, That the confideration of the faid petition be postponed, in
order to introduce the following rcfolution, viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill to alter and
amend the poor laws of this commonwealth.
On the quefKon,— " Will the Houfe adopt the foregoing refolution f"
It was carried in the affirmative.
Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Robin/on, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Thomas, Mr,
Lowrey, Mr. Schmyfer, Mr. Hoge, Mr. Broadhead, Mr. M'Lene, Mr. JohnJon, Mr. Balliot, Mr. Todd and Mr. Lollar be a committee, to bring in a

—

bill

conformably

The

to the faid refolution.
report read February 27th, on the memorial of the public creditors,

was read the fecond time

:

Whereupon,

On

:

[

lr °

]

On

motion of Mr. Fitz/imons, feconded by Mr. Schmyfer,
it be re-committed.
Mr. Lewis, in his place, read a bill, entituled " An ASi for granting
" trials of Ni/i Prius in the county of Philadelphia," and, having obtained
leave of the Houfe for that purpofe, prefented the fame to the chair, and
the faid bill was read the firfb time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Mr- Lewis, in his place, read a bill, entituled " An At~i to aid and faith" Jully execute an ac7, entituled " An Ad: to afcertain, fix and eftablifh perma*' nent falaries for the
Judges of the Supreme Court," and, having obtained leave of the Houfe for that purpofe, prefented the fame to the chair, and
the faid bill was read the firfl time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled " An Aft in aid of the Callowhill market, in the town" fl>ip
Northern Liberties," was read the fecond time, and confidered
°f the
by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pubOrdered, That

lifhed for confideration.

The

"

entituled

bill,

An

Atl for

the relief of

Robert Beatty and Benja-

" min Moore, infolvent del/tors, confned in the gaols o/^ Cumberland and Dau" phin counties," was read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
That

Ordered,

be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

it

lifihed for confideration.

The
"

entituled

bill,

u

A Supplement to the feveral a5ls of General .ifrembly

and auclioneers," was read the fecond time, and
confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pubrefpebling public auctions

lifhed for confideration.

Mr.

Fitzfimons, having obtained leave,

prefented to the chair a bill, enSupplement
to
the ac7, entituled " An Aft to prevent the
further
** exportation of bread and flour
not merchantable, and for repealing at a
** certain time all the laws heretofore made for that purpofe," which was
read the firit time, and

"

tituled

A

Ordered to

The
ers

lie

on the

table.

report read February 25th, on the petition of the non-refident

of lands in the frontier counties of this

ftate,

own-

was read the fecond time

Whereupon
That

Refolved,

a

committee be appointed

to bring in a bill to extend,

" An Ac! to fufpend, for fix
" months, the powers of the commijjioners of the feveral counties of this Jlate
" to make fale of unfeated lands for non-payment of taxes."
Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Robinfon, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Kennedy and
Mr. M'Lene be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the forego-

for a

further limited time, the

ac~t,

entituled

ing refolution.

REASONS

DISSENT

of the Minority againft enaiJing into a law the bill,
fo much of an adt of the General Afiembly
" of this commonwealth, as prohibits dramatic entertainments," &c.

entituled

1.

of

"

An

Ad: to repeal

"J3ECAUSE we

believe that theatrical exhibitions tend to immorality,

j[3 and that they gradually promote the deftruclion of thofe republican
manners, absolutely neceflary to fupport the liberties of our country.
2.

Becaufe,

;

I

III

]

Becaufe, whilft we acknowledge the juft right every man in civil
fociety has to the protection of his perfon and property, we contend that
every individual owes to the community, for fuch protection, certain duties,
which cannot be difpenfed with conliftent with the fafety of the fociety
2.

and therefore every free government has an undoubted right to preferve its
own exiftence, by restricting the injurious conduct of its citizens.
3. Becaufe reafoning a priori on the effects of public fhews can contribute
but little to the inveitigation of the fubject, a knowledge of which muft be
derived from hiftorical facts, fupported by the tettimony of the belt and
Plutarch, Sir Matthew Hale, Archbiihop Tillotfon,
molt enlightened men.
Elements of Criticifm, Burgh's Dignity of HuHome's
Hawkins,
Sir John
man Nature, Montague 's Decline of the Ancient Republics, all condemn
to civil fociety.
To thefe refpectable authorities
the folemn and public declaration of the confederated ftates
On the twelfth of OSiober, 1778, that body reof America in Congrefs.
folved, " That whereas true religion and good morals are the only folid

ftage plays as injurious

we may add

" foundation of public liberty and happinefs, that it be and is hereby ear" neftly recommended to the feveral ftates, to take the moft effectual mea" fures for the encouragement thereof, and for the fuppreffing theatrical
" entertainments, horfe-racing, gaming, and fuch other diverfions as are

"
"

productive of idlenefs, diffipation, and a general depravity of principles
and manners."
4. Becaufe we think it improper that the Legiflature fhould at this time
countenance public amufements, whilft fo many of our fellow-citizens experience the greateft diftrefs, whilft the finances of the ftate are deranged,
and whilft one of the moft important queftions is about to be decided, that
Thefe objects we think merit
ever engaged the attention of a free people.
the ferious and ftrict attention of every real friend to his country.

George Logan,
Gerardus Wynkoop,

John Chapman,
Thomas Kennedy,
James Clem/on,
James Cunningham,

Valentine Vpp,
Caleb James,

John Piper,

Adam

Orth,

Jacob

Saylor,

Jonathan Roberts,
Jacob Erb,
Jacob Reiff, fen.
Samuel Foulke,
Robert Lol/ar,

J°fpb Reed,
James John/on,

David

Mitchel,

Alexander Wright,

*John Giichreefl,

Tkeophilus Philips.

Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A.

Tuefday^

Thomas Beak,

March

Wilcox,

James M'Lene,
Jonathan Hoge,

M.

1789.

3,

Mark

A. M.

The Houfe met
fo
-*'

purfuant to adjournment.
Petitions from 168 inhabitants of the county of Bucks were read, praying
much of the act, entituled « An Acl for raifmg and collecting of money on
the fpecified articles therein mentioned, for the Jupport of government, and

F

£

"for

[

»*

]

for other purpofes therein mentioned," as impofes a tax upon family waggons and riding chairs, may be repealed.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" Ac~l for granting a part of the unappropriated lands belonging to this fate to

*<

"

the inhabitants of

"

the /aid county,"

Ordered to

Northumberland county, for the ufe of a
which was read the firft time, and
on the

lie

public fchool in

table.

appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
divide the county of Fayette into election difricls," which was read

The committee
'*

At~l to

time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 21ft, on the petition of
Baifch, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of

the

firft

Emf Ludwig

Emf

Ludwig

Baifch, report

That however convenient

it

may be

to the petitioner's affairs,

it is

inexpe-

numerous applications for lotteries which
granting his requeft would produce
nor would it be proper in any cafe of
fuch import for the legiflature to interfere in the way the petitioner dedient for the ftate to encourage the

;

fires

:

The committee

therefore offer the following refolution,

That the prayer of the

Refolved,

petition of

Emf

Ludwig

Baifch cannot

be granted.

Ordered to

lie

on the

table.

the confideration of the petition of a number of the
Whereupon
inhabitants of the county of Berks, poftponed yefterday
Refolved, That the petitioners have leave to bring in a bill conformably to

The Houfe refumed

:

the prayer of their petition.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the

"

an

all,

entituled

" An Act more

bill,

entituled

"

A Supplement to

effectually to prevent unfair practices in

the packing of beef and pork for exportation, and to regulate the export" ation of flaxfeed, butter and buifcuit in kegs," was read the third time,
and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
'*

law.

The

Excellency Beverly Randolph, Efquire, with its inWhereupon
clofures, read February 7th laft, were again read
Clymer,
feconded
by Mr. Robinfon, in the
made
by
Mr.
was
A motion
following words, to.
The Houfe, taking i«to confideration the letter from the Governor of
Virginia to the Prefident of this ftate, and its feveral enclofures, tranfmitted
by the Supreme Executive Council in their meffage of the 6th of February
letter

from

his

:

laft,

Excellency the Prefident be requefted to aflure his
Excellency Governor Randolph, that, accuftomed to fentiments of the higheft refpedt and deference for the Legiflature of Virginia, it muft ever be
painful to the Houfe when obliged to diffent from the opinion of that Affembly upon any point of common concern to the two ftates, as members
of the union ; and particularly in a meafure of fuch importance as the
one now propofed, the calling of a Convention of the ftates for amendRefolved,

That

his

ing

[

»3

3

Ing the Foederal conftitution, the neceflity of which thev are not able to
difcern, though it is lo apparent to, and fo earneftly ini-fted on, by that
Legiflature.

That though

may

not be a fyftem exempt,
in all its parts, from error, yet the Houfe do not perceive it wanting in any
of thofe fundamental principles, which are calculated to infure the liberties
As it is, they conceive the happinefs of America and
of their country.
the harmony of the union to depend altogether on fuffering it to proceed,
undifturbed in its operations by premature alterations or amendments,
which, however plaulible they may be in theory, or neceflary perhaps to
the idea of a perfect form of government, experience, after all, can demonftrate whether they would be real improvements or not.
That under fuch forcible impreffions, the Houfe cannot, confidently with
the fpecial duty they owe to the good people of this flate, or with the affe&ion which, in the enlarged fpirit of patriotifm, they bear to the citizens
of the United States at large, concur with the Legiflature of Virginia in
their propofed application to Congrefs, for calling a Convention of the
ftates for the above mentioned purpofes.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A, M.
it

is

pofiible this conftitution

Wednefday
The Houfe met

y

March

4,

1789.

A.M.

purfuant to adjournment.

A

memorial and petition from William Moore, Efquire, of a fimilar tenor
with his memorial read in a late Houfe of Affembly, November 26th, 1787,
was prclented to the chair, read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Memorials and remonftiances from 387 inhabitants of the Northern Liberties of the ci y of Philadelphia were read, remonftrating againfl: the petition
•of 200 inhabitants of the laid townihip, read March 2d inftant, and praying no part of the afordaid townihip may be annexed to and incorporated
with the faid city.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 25th, on the petitions of David Miller
and others, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of David Miller, beg
f

leave to report

That a ferry on the river "Juniata, on the road from Carlj/le to Sunbury,
near the mouth of Raccoon creek, will be of public utility, and that the
prayer of the petition ought to be granted : Your committee therefore fubmit the following refolution
Refolved, That a committee he appointed to bring in a bill to authorize
and empower David Miller, at his own coft and charge, to make convenient
:

landing places for boats and carriages on both fides of Juniata river, on or
near the mouth of Raccoon creek, and ufe the fame as landing places for boats
and carriages; and alfo to permit Ifaac Thompjon, or the owner of the lands
on the weft fide of faid river, to ufe faid landing places for the like purpofes, he paying a moiety of the charges of making the fame.
Ordered to lie on the table.

The

:

"4

[

The committee,

to

whom

]

was re-committed, March 2d, the report on
made report, which

the memorial of the committee of the public creditors,

was

read, as follows, viz.

The committee, to whom was re-committed the memorial of the committee of public creditors, report
That upon the fulled confideration of the reafons offered by the memorialiftsj the committee do not think it proper to make any alteration in their
former report, which they therefore report.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" Ac~t further to fufpend the powers of the commifjioners of the feveral counties
" within this fate to make fale of lands for non-payment of taxes," which was
read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, «entituled " An
" Ac~l to efiablijh a board of appeal within the feveral comities of this fate,
" and to grant exonerations in cafes of militia fines," which was read the firft
time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" AcJ for erecling part of Cumberland county into a feparate county," which
was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the bill, entituled " An Acl to incor'* porate the city
of Philadelphia," was read the third time: Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Fitz/imons, feconded by Mr. Clymer,
Ordered, That the confideration of the faid bill be poftponed until Friday
next, and that it be the order for that day.
The bill, entituled " An A£l to repeal part of an act, entituled " An Acl
" to confirm the eftates and interefts of the College, Academy and Chari11
table School of the city of Philadelphia, and to amend and alter the char*' ters thereof, conformably to the revolution and to the conftitution and
" government of this commonwealth, and to ereft the fame into an Uni-

"

was read the third time.
motion was made by Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. M'Lene,

verfity,"

A

To

poftpone the confideration of faid bill.
Which was determined in the negative.
The Houfe then proceeded to confider the fame by paragraphs
And on the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the j allowing para-

—

*'

'.*

"
w
"
"
lt

graph?" viz.
" Be it therefore enacted, and

hereby enacted by the Reprefentatives
of the Freemen of the commonwealth of Pennjylvania, in General Affembly met, and by the authority of the fame, That fo much and all fuch
parts of an aft of General Affembly of this commonwealth, paffed on faid
twenty-feventh day of November, in the year of our Lord one thoufand
feven hundred and feventy-nine, entituled " An Ac~l to confirm the efiates
and Interefts of the College, Academy and Charitable School of the city of
it is

*<

Philadelphia, and to amend and alter the charters thereof, conformably to the

**

revolution

"
m

to

ereel

and to
fame

the

the conftitution
into

this commonwealth, and
touch, or in any wife concern or

and government of

an Univerfity,"

relate to the faid ancient corporation,

as

which was known by the

faid

name
" and

•

2
3
9
1

1

L"

"5

3

and title of " The Truftees of the College, Academy and Charitable
School of Philadelphia, in the province of Pennjylvania," or the faid char«' ters thereof, or either of them, or as touch, or in any wife concern or
** relate to the former rights, franchifes, immunities or eftates, real, perlbnal
¥ or mixed, thereof, or as tend to difqualify or difable the faid Truftees to
tf
act as a body politic under the charters aforefaid, or to difqualify, de" prive or difable the body and faculty of the college and academy, known
w and diftinguifhed in the charter dated the fourteenth day of May, one
" thoufand leven hundred and fifty-five, by the name, ftile and title of
" The Provoft, Vice-Provoft and Profeflbrs of the College and Academy of
" Philadelphia, in the province of Pennfyhania," or any of them, from car" rying on the defign and purpofes of the faid college, academy and charita" ble fchool, or to disfranchife or deprive them, or any of them, of any
*' privileges,
immunities or eftates whatfoever, or of any part or parcel
•' thereof, or as vefts the fame, or purports and intends to veft the fame, or
*' any part or parts thereof, in *' The Truftees of the Univerfity of Penn*' fylvania," fhall be, and the fame and every fuch part and parts thereof is
" and hereby are repealed, and made null and void, to all intents and pur«' pofes whatfoever."
The Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Kennedy, and
*«

*«

were

as follow,

viz.

YEAS.

Y E A
23 Jacob Erb,

George Clymer,

i

24
25
26
27

2 Thomas Eitzjimons,
3 Jacob Riltzbeimer,

4 Lawrence

Sickle,

Henry Dering,
Thomas Clingan t
Thomas Lilley,

Michael Schmyfer,
28 Henry TyJ'on,
29 Daniel Brodhead,

5 William M'Pherfon,
6 John Salter,
7 George Logan,
8 William Robinfon, jun.

30 Peter Irexler, jun.
Peter Ea/er,

9 Gerardus Wynkoop,
10 John Chapman,
Valentine Upp,
1
Samuel Foulke,
1
Richard Thomas,
1
14 James Moore,

3

15 Mark Wilcox,
Dowel/,
16 John
Caleb
James,
17
18 Richard Downing, jun.
Alexander Lowrey,
1

37 John Nevil,
38 Robert Lollar,
39 Jacob Reiff,

32 Conrad Ihrie, jun.
33 Stephen Balliot,
34 Jacob Say lor,
35 John White,
36 James Marfoall,

M

l

40 Peter Richards,
41 Jonathan Roberts,

42 John Car/on,
43 Obadiah Gore,

20 James Clem/on,
21 John Hopkins,
22 James Cunningham,

NAYS.
5 Gabriel Heijler,
6 Jofepb Sands,

David Mitchell,

2 Thomas Kennedy,

Thomas Beale,
4 Jonathan Hoge,

'

44 Hugh Davijon.

NAYS.
1

£.

7 John Ludwig,

3

8

Gg

John Piper,

NAYS.

7
6
8

2
3
1

r

116

3

NAYS.

NAYS.

14 Theophilus Philips

9 7oi6« Irwin,
10 William 1 odd,

So

;

15 James M'Lene,

1

y^OTW

1

jfaww John/on,

1

Alexander IVright,

1

j^df o£

1

7<j/6« Gilchreejl,

1

jf^tfjw Or/Z>.

it

Allijbn,

was determined

ikf//<y,

in the affirmative.

And in
" And
"
"
"
"
V
"
"
"

"
f
"

debating the following paragraph, «;»e.
be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, That the Truftees
of the college, academy and charitable fchool aforefaid, who were deprived
and difabled, or intended fo to be, by and in purfuance of the faid act, and
the furvivors of them, and their fucceffors, by the name, ftile and title of
The Truftees of the College, Academy and Charitable School of Philadelphia, in the commonwealth of Pennjylvania," and the Provoft, ViceProvoft and Profeffors, who, as a faculty, were deprived and difabled, or
intended fo to be, by and in purfuance of the faid act, and the furvivors
of them, and their fucceffors, by the name and ftile of " The Provoft,
Vice-Provoft and Profeffors of the College and Academy of Philadelphia,
in the commonwealth of Pennjylvania," fhall be reinftated and reitored

franchifes, emoluments, offices, trufts and
which they and each of them had,
mixed,
eftates,
" held and enjoyed, or ought or could of right have had, held and enjoyed,
" or were entitled unto, according to the faid charters and the laws and
«« conftitution of this ftate, on the faid twenty-feventh day of November, in
" the year of our Lord one thoufand {even hundred and feventy-nine ; and
" they and each of them, and their fucceffors, fhall and may afk, demand,
" fue for, recover and receive the fame, and each and every part and parcel
" thereof, and fhall hold and enjoy, ufe and exercife the fame, and every
" part and parcel thereof, in the fame manner, and as fully and freely, as if
" the faid act had never been paffed ; excepting always fo much of the
" rents, iffues and profits of the faid real eftate and eftates, as were received
" by the faid Truftees of the Univerfity before the
day of
«« laft, which fhall be confidered, and they are hereby confidered, as having
*' been duly, legally and properly laid out and expended in the education of
" youth, and therefore no account fhall be rendered thereof ; and excepting
" alfo, fuch fum or fums of money as have been paid in difcharge of the
" juft debts, contracts and engagements of them, " The Truftees of the faid
11 College,
Academy and Charitable School," entered into and fubfifting on
" and before the twenty-feventh day of November, in the year of our Lord
" one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-nine; and excepting alfo, fuch
" bonds, mortgages and other fpecialties of the former eftate of the faid laft
" mentioned Truftees, as have been transferred, cancelled or difcharged by
" them, the Truftees of the Univerfity, for the value of which only (with« out any account of the intereft actually received) they fliall be accounta" ble to the Truftees of the faid college, academy and charitable fchool ;
" and excepting laftly, certain lots of ground in the town of Norris, and
" county of Montgomery, which were given for the public ufe and fervice of
*' the faid county, and
certain other lots which have been contacted for,
" fold and conveyed by the faid Truftees of the Univerfity, for the purpofe
" of building and improving in the faid town, for the value of which lots
««

to all

and fingular the
real,

rights,

perfonal and

" only

[

"7

]

they were contra&ed for, fold, and payment received by the faid
Truftees, they fhall be liable and accountable to the Truftees of the faid
w college, academy and charitable fchool ; and the faid lots, and every of
** them, mall be and hereby are confirmed to the feveral purchafers
thereof,
" on the payment of the purchafe money, and arrears thereof yet due, to
" the Truftees of the faid college, academy and charitable fchool, in the
U fame manner as fuch purchafe money, and arrears thereof yet due, ought
'« to have been paid to the Truftees of the faid Univerfity, according
to the
" feveral contracts for the fale and conveyance of the faid lots, duly and
" bona fide made by them before the faid
day of
now
*«

as

only,

«f

"

laft paft."

A

motion was made by Mr. Fitzfimons, feconded by Mr. Wynkoop,
fill up the firft blank in the faid claufe, fo as to read " before the
fe" cond day of March infant," and to ftrike out the words " legally and pro-

To

"

perly."

Which was

determined in the affirmative.
It was then moved by Mr. Fitzjimons, feconded by Mr. Lowrey,
To fill up the latter blanks in the faid paragraph, fo as to read " before
" the fir day of March, which was in the year of our Lord one thoufiand fie*' ven hundred and eighty-eight."
A motion was then made by Mr. Brodhead, feconded by Mr. Irwin,
To poftpone the motion made by Mr. Fitzfimons and Mr. Lowrey, in
order to fill up the faid blanks, io as to read ** before the third day of Fe" bruary laji."
Which was determined in the affirmative, and the laft amendment

f

adopted.
On the queftion,

—

—

" Will the Houfe agree to the claufe, as amended?" the
Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Gilchreefi, and were as
follow, viz.

YEAS.

—

4
3
2
5
1
8

[

n8

]

YEAS.

YEAS.
39 Jacob

Reiff,

40 Peter Richards,
41 Jonathan Roberts,

42 John Car/on,
43 Obadiah Gore,

44 Hugh Davifon.

NAYS.

NAYS.
1

David

Mitchell,

o William Todd,

2 Thomas Kennedy,

1

James

3 Thomas Beale,
4 Jonathan Hoge,

I

Alexander Wright,

1

j^w

1

Theophilus Philips,

1

j^w«

5 Gabriel Heijler,
6 jty2/>£ $*»<&,

7 y<^« Ludwig,
Ja6» P/><?r,
9 j^>z Irwin,

8

So

I

it

was determined'

Allifon,

Gilchreejl,

M'Lene,

16 James John/on,
M^y,
17

>^

1

yfd'dW Or/,6.

in the affirmative.

And
**

in debating the following paragraph, viz.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid,

That the Truftees

" of
*?

te
**

the faid college, academy and charitable fchool, and their fucceffors, by
the name, ftile and title of " The Truftees of the College, Academy and
Charitable School of Philadelphia, in the commonwealth of Pennfylvania,"

and the Provoft, Vice-Provoft and Profeffors of the faid college and acadetheir fucceffors, by the name and ftile of " The Provoft, ViceProvoft and Profeffors of the College and Academy of Philadelphia, in the
commonwealth of Pennfylvania," fhall reflectively be entitled to, and
(hall have and purfue the like fpeedy, fummary and effectual means and
remedies for regaining and reinftating themfelves in, and for having and
poffeffing .themfelves of all and lingular the rights, franchifes, offices, trufts,
and immunities and eftates, real, perfonal and mixed, to which they, or
either or any of them are in and by this ad reftored, or which is hereby
vefted in them, or either or any of them, together with all books, papers
and writings, touching or concerning the fame, or any part thereof, as
were given, or mentioned and intended to be given, in and by the faid in
part recited ab~l, to the Truftees of the Univerfity therein mentioned, or
which they could thereby have or purfue, for acquiring or poffeffing themfelves of all or any part or parts of the eftate or eftates, real, perfonal or
mixed, rights, franchifes, offices, trufts or immunities, in and by the
faid in part recited act transferred to or vefted in them, the faid Truftees
of the Univerfity aforefaid, or of any books, papers or writings, relating
thereto ; and all and every perfon and perfuns are hereby enjoined and required to govern and demean themfelves accordingly, under the like pains
and penalties as are in and by the faid act mentioned."
It was moved by Mr. Fitz/imons, feconded by Mr. Brodhead,
To infert, after the words " in part recited a£l," the words, " and aIf
in and by any other at~l or ails of General Affembh of this commonwealth."
On the queltion, " Will the Houfe agree to the faid amendment ?"
It was determined in the affirmative, and the claufe, as amended, adopted.
And the bill having been fully confidered by paragraphs,

" my, and
**

"
"
"

«
««

*'

"

"
4t

"
"
«'

"
"
"
<c

"
"

"

—

On

I
On

.

.'MP

]

the queftion,—•" Shall the fame be engrojfed, for the purpofe of being
" enabled into a law s
the Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. M'Lene and
Mr. Kennedy, and were as follow, viz.

—

YEAS.

:

I2 °

I
A

]

motion was made by Mr. Robinfon, feconded by Mr. Thomas, in the

words following, viz.
Whereas the Convention of
fidering the

this

ftate,

government of the United

conftitution for the

con-

elected for the purpofe of
States,

did re-

folve,

" That it is the opinion of
" have made their election of

this

Convention, that until the Congrefs fhall

permanent rethey
buildings
for
their
accommodation,
may have
and
provided
fidence,
" the ufe of fuch of the public buildings within the city of Philadelphia, or
" any other part of this ftate, as they may find convenient."
And whereas the members reprefenting the city and county of Philadelphia in this Houfe have requefted that the ufe of the Court-houfe lately
erected on part of the State-houfe Square (the property of faid city and
county) be offered, along with the buildings of the ftate, for the accommodation of Congrefs, they being properly authorized to propofe the fame
Therefore
Refohed, That the members of the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives
of the United States, from this ftate, be authorized to make a refpedtful offer
to Congrefs of the ufe of any or all the public buildings in Philadelphia,
the property of the ftate, and of the building lately erected on the Statehoufe Square, belonging to the city and county of Philadelphia, in cafe Congrefs fhould at any time incline to make choice of that city for the temporary reiidence of the foederal government.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled " An A£l to repeal fo much of an a£l, entitided " An
" Act for raifing and collecting of money on the fpecified articles therein
" mentioned, for the fupport of government, and for other purpofes therein
" mentioned," as impojes a tax on the owners or poffeffors of any riding cara diftridt for the place of their

*'

"

riages, other than coaches,

chariots, phcetons, or other

four wheeled

chaifes,"

was read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith published for confideration.
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of Heidleberg townfhip, in

the county of Dauphin, read February 21ft laft, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Robinfon, Mr. James, Mr. Lowrey,
Mr. Hoge, Mr. Johnfon, Mr. Richards and Mr. Carfon, to report thereon.
The bill, entituled " An A£i to divide the county of Fayette into election
" diflriffs," was read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed" for a third reading, and forthwith pub.

lished for confideration.

"

An

George Frey, of Middletown,
" in the county of Dauphin, to fupport a mill-dam acrofs Swetara creek, and
" to oblige him to maintain a lock and free navigation j or boats and other craft,
" along his mill-race, into his mill-dam," was read the fecond time, and
confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

The

bill,

entituled

Ac~l to authorife

lished for confideration.

The

report of the committee, read February 27th, on the petition of di-

vers owners of

marih and meadow ground on the

creek, was read the fecond time

:

river

Delaware and Derby

Whereupon
Refohed,

;:

[

lit

]

Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be evaded
into a law, obliging fundry owners of maruh meadow in the townfhip of
Tinicum, and county of Cbejier, bounding on the river Delaware and Derby
creek, to pay their proportionable part of the expence neceffary for fupporting the tide banks of faid marfh meadow.

That Mr. M'Dowell, Mr. Wilcox and Mr.

Ordered,

Allifon

be a com-

mittee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.

" An Acl to erecl Wyoming
" of Cataweffy and Mahoning toivnflnps herein after

The

entituled

bill,

" Northumberland,

a feparate

into

election

townjlrip,

and that part

defcribed, in the county

dljlridt,"

of

was read the fecond

time, and conlidered by paragraphs.
Ordered,

That

it

be transcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

lifhed for confideration.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

March

T'/jurfday,

5,

M.

1789.

A.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
memorial from the committee of the public creditors was read, praying
that they may be heard by counfel at the bar of the Houfe, previous to the
paffing of any final refolution which may have a tendency to alter the funding fyftem, or to diminish their rights and claims derived under that fyftem
and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time

A

Whereupon
Refohed, That Monday next, at three o'clock in the afternoon, be afligned for the purpofe of hearing counfel on behalf of the memorialing.
The committee appointed February 1 8th, on the petition of a number of
the inhabitants of the county of Wajlnngton, made report, wich was read,
as follows, viz.

committee, to whom was referred the petition of a number of the inhabitants of Wajlnngton county, ftating a number of inconveniencies they labour under on account of their being included in the county aforefaid, and
praying to be annexed to the new county of Allegheney, after having paid due
attention to the fubjecl:, and from the beft information they have been able
to collect, they are induced to believe the complaint of a part of the petiThey offer the following refolution
tioners are well founded
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill to annex that
part of Wa/hington county to the county of Allegheney, included by the following lines ; beginning by the Ohio river, where the ftate line crofTes the
fame; from thence in a {trait line to Whites mill, on Raccoon creek; from
thence in a direct line to Armjlrong's mill, on Miller's run ; and thence in
another direct line to Monongahela river, oppolite the mouth of Perry's run,
where it ftrikes the prefent line of Allegheney county.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" Acl to divide the county of Luzerne into election diftriSls," which was read

The

:

:

the

nrffc

time, and

Ordered to

lie

on the

table.

The

[

The committee

of accounts

122,

made

]
which was

report in part,

lows, viz.

read,

as fol-

—

That there is due to Peter Stewart,
accounts report
for printing five hundred copies of the bill for incorporating the city of
Therefore
Philadelphia, the fum of eleven pounds Jive fallings
Rejolved, That the Speaker be directed to draw an order on the State
Treafurer, in favor of Peter Stewart, for the fum of eleven pounds Jive

The committee of

:

Jbillings.

Ordered to

lie

on the

table.

of accounts made a further report in part, which was
and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond

The committee
read

-,

time:

Whereupon

That the Speaker draw an order on the State Treafurer, in favor
of Peter Z. Lloyd, Efquire, for the fum of feventy-Jive pounds, to pay the
Rejolved,

contingent expences of the Houfe, and to be accounted for by him.
The committee appointed February 21ft, on the petitions from 1422 inhabitants of the county of CheJler, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.

committee, to whom were referred the petitions from a number of
the inhabitants of CheJler county, praying for a divifion of the faid county,

The

report-

may

appear in the eyes of the
committee, they are aware that applications for the divifion of counties are,
too often applied for, more with a view to the intereft of individuals, than
for the public convenience ; and are of opinion that the Legiflature mould
be cautious in proceeding on fuch applications, till time hath been given for
That in the prefent cafe, though cirobtaining the neceflary information
the
committee
favorable to the applicants, they
appeared
to
have
cumftances
deem it fafer to defer recommending the meafure, til] time has been given
They therefore
for all parties concerned to be informed of the application

That however refpe&able the

petitioners

:

:

fubmit the following refolution,
Rejolved, That the petitions, praying for a divifion of Chefter county, be
published for four weeks in one of the news-papers of this city.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 20th
againft

Aughwick creek being declared

a public

on the petitions for and
highway, made report, which

laft,

was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petitions for and againft Aughwick creek being declared a public highway, having made enquiry refpefting
the fituation of the country in the neighbourhood of faid creek, are of opinion,
that declaring the fame to be a public highway would be ot little or no advantage to the public, and would eflentially injure private property, which
the committee are of opinion fhould never be violated, but to the certain
Therefore the
and mo ft evident advantage of the community at large
committee offer the following refolution,
Rejolved, That the petition from the county of Huntingdon, for declaring
Aughwick creek a public highway, ought not at this time to be granted.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February nth, on the petition of Samuel Lehman, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
:

The

[

4f

3

of the county of Philadelphia, to whom the petition of
townfhip of the Northern
Samuel Lehman, a Colledor of taxes for the
he may be exonerated from the payLiberties, was referred, praying that
public money,
ment of ninety-eight pounds fifteen fallings and three-pence,
report
leave
to
beg
of which he alledges he was robbed,
That they are of opinion the compenfation made to officers employed
public revenue fhould be confidered in the double view of

The members

to collecT: the

at leaft
recompence for their fervices and a premium for their rifque,
unufual
manwhen no commotion or public danger renders property in an
That from a contrary opinion being diffufed throughout the
ner infecure
inftances will
community, frauds may in fome, and careleffnefs in many
ftate will be
the
probably arife, and we fear in moft cafes the money of

a

;

Your committee, being decided
longer delayed from the public treafury
not from the particular circumin their opinion on general principles, and
ufelefs to enquire particularly
ftances of an individual cafe, have deemed it
beg leave to fubmit the followinto the nature of the alledged robbery, and
:

ing refolution,
Refolved,

That the prayer of the

petitioner,

Samuel Lehman, cannot be

granted.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The memorial and petition of William Moore, Efquire, read yefterday,
was read the fecond time Whereupon
On motion of Mr. Clymer, feconded by Mr. Fitz/imons,
Mr. Roknfon, Mr.
Ordered, That the fame be referred to Mr. Clymer,
report thereon.
Hose, Mr. Brodhead and Mr. M'Lene, to
by Mr. Roknfon, March
feconded
The motion made by Mr. Clymer,
the Governor of the Hate of Virginia to the
-3d, refpedting the letter from
read the fecond time.
Prefident of this ftate, with its inclofures, was
by Mr. Wright,
feconded
A motion was made by Mr. M'Lene,
:

'

in the faid mopoftpone the confideration of the refolution contained
following, in lieu thereof, viz.
tion, in order to introduce the
opinion with the legiflature of the
Refolved That this Houfe do concur in
in the concommonwealth of Virginia, that great and material amendments
Continental Convention, and fince ratified by a
stitution lately formed by the
to the liberty and fafety of the
majority of the ftates, are abfolutely necelTary
.;"'--,
good people of the United States.
j
fuch amendments,
obtaining
of
mode
eligible
Refolved, That the moft
reafonably expedted, is that which
and the onlv mode in which they may be
deputies
conftitution itfelf,— the calling a convention of
is appointed by the
taking into confideration the defrom the feveral ftates, for the purpofe of
fuggefted by the State Conventions,
fers of the conftitution that have been
may be found neceffary to the
and reporting fuch amendments thereto, as
intereft and happinefs of the people.
to prepare an addrefs to the UonRefolved, That a committee be appointed
that fuch Convention, for the purpo e
arefs of the United States, requefting
and that the fame be prefented to
aforefaid, may be called without delay,
of the commonwealth of PennfylCongrefs in the name of the legiflature

To

:

•

'uama.

On

the queftion,-

" Will

the

pvfer——

Houfe pojlpone for the aforefaid pur.

i

The

6
2
5
1

31

[
The Yeas and Nays were
were

as

"4

called

by Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Wrhht, and

follow, viz.

YEAS.
i

YEAS.

David Mitchell,

1

o James Mar/hall,

2 Thomas Kennedy,

1

James

3 Thomas Beale,

1

Alexander Wright,

4 Jonathan Hoge,
5 J°feP h Heijler,

N A Y
1

14 Theophilus Philips,
James M'Lene,
1
James Johnfon,
ly Jacob Mtley,
1

1

Sickle,

27 Henry
28
29
30
31
32

33

34
35
36

27
38
39
40

17 Caleb James,
18 Richard Downing, jun.
19 Alexander Lowrey,
20 James Clem/on,

it

The Houfe,

pratM

in the negative;

Tyfon,

Jofeph Reed,
Gabriel Heijler,

Daniel Brodhead,
Peter Trexler, jun.
Stephen Balliot,
Jacob Saylor,
John White,
John Nevil,
Robert Lollar,
Jacob

Reiff,

Peter Richards,

Jonathan Roberts,

John Car/on,

41 Obadiah Gore,

42 Hugh Davifon.

Hopkins,

was carried

Orth.

NAYS.

5 William M'Pherfon,
6 John Salter,
7 George Logan,
8 William Robin/on, jun.
9 Gerardus Wynkoop,
io j^« Chapman,
1
Valentine Upp,
12 Samuel Foulke,
Richard Thomas,
1
14 James Moore,
15 Afari Wilcox,
16 jra&* M'Dowell,

y<?^/z

Adam

22 James Cunningham,
2 3 Jacob Erb,
24 Henry Dering,
25 Thomas Lilley,
26 Michael Schmyfer,

2 Thomas Fitzjimons,
3 y^*:^ Hiltzheimer,

21

8

S.

George Clymer,

4 Lawrence

Allifon,

13 John Gilchreejl,

6 Jofeph Sands,
7 John Ludwig,
8 John Piper,
9 William 1 odd,

So

]

and the original motion recurring, w'z.

taking into confideration the letter from the
Governor of
of this ftate, and its feveral inclofures, tranfmitted

to the Prefident

by the Supreme Executive Council in

their meffage

of the 6th of February

Refolved, That his Excellency the Prefident be requefted
to affure his
Excellency Governor Randolph, that, accuftomed to
fentiments of the higheft refpecl: and deference for the
legiflature of Virginia, it muft ever be painful to the Houfe, when obliged to dilTent
from the opinion of that Affembly
upon any point of common concern, to the two ftates,
as members of the
union j and, particularly, on a meafure of fuch
importance as the one now
propokd, the calling of a convention of the ftates for
amending the fcederal
conftitution,

C
constitution, the neceffity of

ia s

which they

]
are not able to difcern,

though

it

apparent to and fo earneftly infifted on by that legislature.
That though it is poflible this conftitution may not be a fyftem exempt,
in all its parts, from error, yet the Houfe do not perceive it wanting in any
is fo

,

of thofe fundamental principles, which are calculated to infure the liberties
of their country. As it is, they conceive the happinefs of America and the
harmony of the union to depend altogether on fuffering it to proceed, undisturbed in its operations by premature alterations or amendments, which,
however plaufible they may be in theory, or neceffary perhaps to the idea
of a perfect form of government, experience, after all, can demonstrate
whether they would be real improvements or not. That under fuch forcible
impreffions, the Houfe cannot, confidently with the fpecial duty they owe to
the good people of this State, or with the affe&ion, which, in the enlarged
fpirit of patriotifm, they bear to the citizens of the United States at large,
concur with the Legiflature of Virginia in their propofed application to Congrefs, for calling a Convention of the States for the above mentioned purpofe.

On

called

—

" Will the Houfe adopt the fame?" the Yeas and
by Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Kennedy, and were as fol-

the queStion,—

Nays were
low, viz.

YEAS.

[
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NAYS.
13 James AllJon,
14 Alexander Wright,
15 John Gilchreeji,
16 Theophilus Philips,

So

it

was carried

The petition
the fecond time

On

NAYS.
17 "James M' Lent,
18 James Johnfon,
19 Jacob Miley,
20 Adam Orth.

in the affirmative.

of Van Sivearingen and others, read February 28 th, was read
:

Whereupon,

motion Mr. Marfliall, feconded by Mr. Nevil,

Ordered,
Jhall,

]

That

it

be referred to Mr. Robin/on, Mr. Ealer and Mr.

Mar-

to report thereon.

The motion made by Mr. Robinfon, feconded by Mr. Thomas, read yefterday, was read the fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.
Refohed, That the members of the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives
of the United States from this ftate be authorifed to make a refpe&ful offer
to Congrefs of the ufe of any or all the buildings in Philadelphia, the property of the flate, and of the building lately ere&ed on the State-houfe
Square, belonging to the city and county of Philadelphia., in cafe Congrefs
fhould at any time incline to make choice of that city for the temporary refidence of the fcederal government.
The petition of a number of the inhabitants refiding on the weft fide of
Whereupon,
Schuylkill, read February 24th, was read the fecond time
On motion of Mr. Fitzjimons, feconded by Mr. Thomas,
Ordered, That the fame be referred to Mr. Fitzjimons, Mr. M'Pherfon,
Mr. Thomas, Mr. Brodhead, Mr. White, Mr. Marfiall and Mr. M'Lene, to
:

report thereon.

The report on the petition of David Miller and others, read yefterday,
was read the fecond time Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Fitzjimons,
Ordered, That the faid report be re-committed.
The report on the petition from 996 inhabitants of the county of NorthWhereupon
umberland, read February 20th, was read the fecond time
Refohed, That the prayer of the petition from Northumberland county,
:

:

complied with.
read February 28th, was read the
claims,
committee
on
the
of
The report
fecond time Whereupon
Rejolved, That the Reverend Meflieurs Jones, Rogers and M'Murdie, have
for a divifion of the fame, cannot be

:

withdraw their petition.
Refohed, That James Davidfon have leave to withdraw his petition.
On motion of Mr. Piper, feconded by Mr. Say lor,
Rejolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, for the purpofe of erecling Derry townfhip, in the county of

leave to

Bedford, into a feparate election diftridt.
Ordered, That the members from Bedford county be a committee, to bring
in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.

A

motion was made by Mr. Lollar, feconded by Mr. G.

Heifler, as fol-

lows, viz.
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to make enquiry, and report to
this Houfe, what fums of money have been paid into the State Treaiury
quarteily

[

12-7

]

the Auctioneers of the city of Philadelphia, the diftrict of
Southwark, and the townfhip of the Northern Liberties, refpeftively, within
the lail twelve months, in order that the Koufe may afcertain with precision
what the duties on public auctions produce, and whether the fame have
been punctually paid, agreeably to law.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " Ah
quarterly by

Acl for compenfating Evan Owen for /applies by him furnijked the civil
of Northumberland county, in the year one thoufand feven hundred
** and feventy-fve," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled " An A5l further to fufpend the powers of the com" miffioners of the feveral counties within this fate to make [ale of lands for
" non-payment of taxes," was read the fecond time, and confidered by para•••

"

officers

graphs.
Ordered,

That

it

be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

lished for conlideration.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

Friday,

to-morrow, A.

March

6,

M.

A.

1789.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
A petition from Robert Rofs, an infolvent debtor, confined in the gaol of
the city and county of Philadelphia, was read, praying to be releafed from
his imprifonment.

Ordered to lie on the table.
petition from John Cart, of a fimilar tenor with his petition read in
the late Houfe of ArTembly September nth laft, was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from the Truftees of the county of Allegheney was read, praying an act may be pafled, to authorife the Collectors of the counties of
Weftmoreland and Wajhington, refpectively, to pay unto fuch perfons as may
be appointed, all fuch fums of money as each and every of them may collect
as county rates and levies within the limits of the faid county of Alleg-

A

heney.

Ordered

to lie

on the table.

The committee on

claims

made

a further report in part,

which was

read,

as follows, viz.

The committee on claims, on the petition of Nicholas Reib, late of the
corps of artificers in the fervice of the United States, praying a further compenfation for his fervices, beg leave to report
That the prayer of the petitioner cannot be granted.
The committee therefore offer the following refolution,
Refolved, That the petitioner, Nicholas Reib, have leave to withdraw his
petition.

Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe refumed the conlideration
of the bill, entituled " An ASl to incorporate the city of Philadelphia."

And in debating the following paragraph, viz.
" And 'be it further enacted by the authority
**

Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen, or any four or

K

k

That the faid
more of them (where-

aforefaid,

"of

)

C
*'

"

"

"8

]

or Recorder, for the time being, mail be one) mall have
full power and authority, and they are hereby veiled with full power
and authority, to enquire of, hear, try and determine, agreeably to the

of the

Mayor

laws and conftitution of this commonwealth, all larcenies, forgeries,
" perjuries, affaults and batteries, riots, routs and unlawful affemblies, and
offences which have been committed, or (hall be committed
*f all other
" within the faid city, which would be cognizable in any County Court
" of General Quarter Seffions of the Peace of or for any county within
•* this commonwealth, had the fame offences, or any of them, been com" mitted within any.fuch county, and to punifh all perfons who (hall
" be convicted of the fame offences, or any of them, agreeably to the laws
" of this commonwealth ; and alfo to enquire of, hear, try and deter" mine all offences which fhall be committed within the faid city againft
"'.

"*

*'

"
"

"
«<
«<

"
"
"
"
"
"
n
*'

"
"
*.«

"
"
"
"
'*

"

"

any of the laws, ordinances, regulations or conftitutions, that (hall be
made, ordained or eftablifhed in purfuance of this aft; and to punifh
the offender and offenders as by the faid laws, ordinances, regulations
or conftitutions, fhall be prefcribed or directed ; and alfo to impofe
fines on jurymen and others, according to law, and to levy the fame;
and to award procefs, take recognizances for keeping of the peace, for
being of good behaviour, and for appearance or otherwife j or commit
to prifon, as occafion fhall lawfully require, without being accountable
to the commonwealth for any fines or amercements to be impofed for
the faid offences, or any of them ; and generally to do all fuch matters
and things within the faid city, as any Court of General Quarter Seffions of the Peace, Oyer and Terminer and Gaol Delivery, of and for
any county within this commonwealth, may or can do within any fuch
And to the ends and intents, and for the purpofes aforefaid,
county
and for fuch other ends, intents and purpofes, as are in and by this act
declared or mentioned, the faid Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen, or
any four of them, (whereof the Mayor or Recorder, for the time being,
fhall be one) fhall have full power and authority, and they are hereby
vefled with full power and authority, to hold and keep a Court of Record within the faid city, four times in each year, by the name, ftyle and
title of *' The Mayor's Court for the city of Philadelphia," for the enquirin^, hearing, trying and determining of the pleas and matters aforefaid, and for the punifhing of thofe who fhall be found guilty thereof,
and for the caufing of all encroachments in the ftreets of the faid city
and all nuifances to be removed, and for the punifhing of the offenders
as the law and ufage fhall in fuch cafe require, and for the doing and performing of all fuch other matters and things as are in and by this act
:

"
"
" made cognizable in the faid court."
A motion was made by Mr. M'Letie, feconded by Mr. Wright,
To ftrike out the words, " without being accountable to the commonwealth
u for any fines or amercements to be impofid for the faid offences, or any
" of them."
It was then moved by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Fitzfimons,
To poftpone the faid motion, in order to introduce the following amendment, viz.

To infert,
"as are or
"

after the

flail be

words " the faid offences," the words, (" except fuch
by law made payable into the State Treajury for offences

againjl this commonwealth."

On

;

C

I2 9

3

—

'On the queftion,
" Will the Houfe agree to the po/lponement ?"~
It was carried in the affirmative.
It was thereupon moved by Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Mitchell,

amendment

further

To

flrike out the

and to

"

to the faid claufe, viz.

infert

words

amendment, "

in the original

in lieu thereof the words,

as

a

j

"

offences againjl,"

offences, cognizable in the
courts of Quarter SeJJions of the feveral counties in"

Which was determined in the
And the original amendment

like

negative

propofed by Mr. Lewis and Mr. Fitzjimons

Whereupon,
" Will the Houfe agree to the claufe, as amended?" the
Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Mitchell, and were as
adopted

On

:

the queftion,

—

follow, viz.

YEAS.

—

1

[

Saturday ,
r

The Houfe met

A

*3°

March

7,

]

1789.

A.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from 285 inhabitants of the townfhips of Greenwood, Fermanagh, Mi.ford, Lack, Wayne, Derry and Armagh, in the county of Cumberland, was read, praying that faid county may be divided.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A memorial from the Guardians of the poor of the city of Philadelphia
was read, letting forth, that the prefent fyftetn of poor laws is very defective, and praying for leave to bring in a bill to remedy the feverai defects
thereof ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond
petition

time.

be referred to the members from the city and counwith
inftrudtions to report a bill, if they deem it nety of Philadelphia,
Ordered,

That

it

ceflary.

A

from 253 inhabitants of the townmips of Albany, Brunfwick,
Windjor, and the upper divifion of Bern, in the county of Berks, was read,
petition

praying thty may be erected into a feparate diftrict, for the purpofe of holding their general elections.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" Acl to erecl the townjlnp of Derry, in the county of Bedford, into a Jepa-

"

which was read the
on the table.

rate election diftriSl,"

Ordered
Agreeably

to lie

firft

time, and

the order of the day, the Houfe refumed the confideration
entituled '" An ASl to incorporate the city of Philadelphia ;" and
to

of the bill,
having fully confidered the fame by paragraphs,
On the queftion, ** Shall the faid bill be engroffed, for the purpofe of
" being enabled into a law?" the Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. Kennedy and Mr. M'Lene, and were as follow, viz.

—

—

YEAS.

YEAS.
William Lewis,
6 William M'Pherfon,

19 John Hopkins,
20 fames Cunningham,
2
Jacob Erb,
22 Thomas Lilley,
23 Michael Schmyfer,
24 Henry Tyfon,

7 John Salter,
8 William Robinfon, jun.
9 Gerardus Wynkoop,

26 Jofeph Heijier,
27 Gabriel Heifer,

1

George Clymer,

2 Thomas Fitzfimons,
3 Jacob Hiltzheimcr,
4 Lawrence Sickle,
5

John Chapman,
Valentine Upp,
Samuel Foidke,
3 Richard Thomas,
4 James Moore,
5 John M'Dowell,
6 Richard Downing, jun.
7 Alexander Lowrey,
1

2

8

James Clemjon,

25 Jofeph Reed,

28 Jofeph Sands,
29 Daniel Brodhead,
30 John Ludwig,
Peter Trexler, jun.
32 Peter Ealer,
33 Conrad Ibrie, jun.
31

34 Stephen

Balliot,

35 J^cob Say lor,
30 John White,

YEAS.

[
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3

YEAS.

YEAS.

37 James Barr,
38 John Irwin,

46 James Johnfon,
p^;
47
48 P?/?r Richards,
49 Jonathan Roberts,
50 j^:<j^ Mtley,

Jw

39 William Todd,

40 James MarJ/jall,
41 James Allifon,
42 John Nevil,
43 Alexander Wright,
44 ^<?£« Gilchreefl,
45 Theophilus Philips,

51
52

Adam

Or//6,

j^«

Car/on,

53 Obadiah Gore,
54 ii/wg^ Davifon.

NAYS.
1

NAYS.

David Mitchell,

4

2 Thomas Kennedy,

So

it

On

5

Thomas Beale,

3

6 James M'Lene.

was determined

in the affirmative.

motion made by Mr. Fitzjimons, feconded by Mr. Lewis,

That Tuefday next be
entituled " An A6i to repeal

Ordered,

third reading of the
laws or acls of Affembly requiring any oath or affirmation of allegiance from the inhabitants of this commonwealth, and jor certain other purpofes," and that it be the order for

bill,
*'

*c

Jonathan Hoge,

y^ Piper,

affigned for the

all the

that day.

Adjourned

until half paft

Monday

-,

two

o'clock on

March

9,

Monday

1789.

next, P.

P.

M.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
memorial and petition from the commiffioners of the county of Philadelphia was read, praying for a revifal and alteration of the law, which
authorifes the Juftices of the Quarter Seffions of the Peace to order payment out of the county flock for lands taken up in public roads through
improved grounds.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from Jedediah Morfe was read, fetting forth that he has compiled and nearly compleated a book, entituled, " The American Geogra<(
phy," which is printing in a neighbouring ftate, and praying he may
be entitled to the exclufive right of felling and vending the copies thereof

A

within this

ftate.

Ordered

to lie

The committee
Coxe, and others,

The committee,

on the table.
appointed November 19th

made
to

report,

whom was

which was

laft,

on the petition of Gabriel

read, as follows, viz.

referred the petition of Gabriel Coxe, George

Vallandigham and Andrew Swearingen, beg leave to report—
That it appears to your committee, from the beft information they have
been able to obtain on this fubjec~t, that the monies recovered from Gabriel
Coxe, George Vallandigham and Andrew Swearingen, as fet forth in their

L

1

petition,

were for militia fervices performed on the frontiers of this commonwealth, at a time when the laid fervices were effentially neceffary for the
protection and fafety of the frontier inhabitants,- and at a time when the
militia of that county could not be called out under the law, on account of
a difpute then exifting between this (late and that of Virginia.
Your committee are of opinion that it is juft and reafonable the faid
fervices mould be rewarded, in like manner as thofe of other militia of this
ftate: Therefore beg leave to offer the following refolution, viz.
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enadted
into a law, authorifing the Comptroller-General to receive and fettle the
accounts of Gabriel Coxe, George Vallandigham and Andrew Swearingen, for
the militia pay and rations of Captain Thomas Bay, and the company under
his command, emoloyed in the defence of the frontiers of this commonwealth in the year 1780, and iffue certificates for the fame, in like manner
as to other militia of this ftate, a pay-roll of the time and fervices of faid
company to be firft prefented, and properly attefted by the faid Captain.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 3d laft, to revife the criminal laws
of this ftate, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee appointed to revife the criminal laws of this ftate, and to
report fuch alterations therein as might be deemed neceffary, being alfo a
committee on that part of the meffage from his Excellency the Prefident
and Supreme Executive Council which relates to the fame fubject, beg leave

petition,

to report

That from a doubt of the right to take away the life of man, except
where it is exprefly authorifed by him who gave it from an earneft wifh to

—

reform the profligate, by a due execution of a wife but lenient fyftem of
laws, and from an anxious defire to afford fecurity to the lives and property
of the good people of this commonwealth, without the fhedding of human
they have ferioufly reflected on the important bufinefs committed to
blood
The laudable intentions of a former Houfe on this fubjecl have
themproved ineffectual, and experience has evinced, that unlefs a wifer fyftem of
Under
benevolence can be adopted, a more fanguinary one will be revived.
refolutions,
wit,
following
to
offer
the
committee
your
thefe impreffions,
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be paffed
into a law, to declare the prefent work-houfe in the city of Philadelphia,
or fo much thereof as fhall be neceffary, with the benefit of the eaft yard,
to be the gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia, for the confinement
of debtors, and of perfons charged with or convicted of mifdemeanors, in
order that their morals may not be corrupted by a communication with felons,
and to caufe fuch alterations in the apartments thereof to be made, as will
render it more convenient for the purpofes aforefaid ; and alfo to referve
the remainder of the faid work-houfe for its prefent purpofes, or to extend
the fame by an enlargement thereof, if it fhall be neceffary, with the
benefit of the weft yard.
And whereas the prefent

mode of employing

felons convidt

is

on ex-

perience found to be highly pernicious to fociety, and to anfwer but few,
if any, of the good purpofes intended by the exifting law, and it is conceived that the fame will be beft effected by fubjeding them to hard labour

and

folitary
3

confinement

;

and whereas the finances of

this

commonwealth
will

;

C

l
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will not, in their prefent flate, admit of the erecting and eftablifhing fufficient buildings in each county for the purpofes aforefaid, but as the goal of
the faid city and county is very large, and may be rendered convenient for

the confining and employing of malefactors, as it is accommodated with a
large yard and two fmaller ones, furrounded by ftrong walls, fo as to afford
the neceffary feparations for employing them in the working of raw materials and otherwife, and as the whole of the laid building may at a fmall
expence be effectually fecured, and the neceffary parts thereof be warmed
by flues, it is conceived that fociety will be greatly benefited, by eftablilhing
the fame as a place for the confining and employing of all felons convict
within this commonwealth of offences not capital
Therefore
Refolved, That the faid committee be inftru&ed to infert one or more
claufes in the faid bill, for the purpofe of feparating and fpecially appropriating fo much of the gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia as may
be neceffary, together with one of the fmall yards, for the fole and exclufive purpofe of confining all fuch felons charged or convict within the
faid city and county of Philadelphia, as the provifions herein after recommended fhall not extend to, and for placing the fame under the care and
cuftody of the officer to be appointed in the manner herein after mentioned
and to declare the remainder of the faid gaol to be a place for the confinement at hard labour of all felons convict of any felony or felonies not capital by the laws of this commonwealth
and for the eftablifhing of the
fame (in fuch manner neverthelefs as not to deprive the city and county of
Philadelphia of the fee fimple thereof, or of their eftate therein) for the
purpofe aforefaid, under the care and management of an officer, for that
purpofe to be appointed by the Prefident or Vice-Prefident in Council, on
his giving fufficient fecurity for his good conduct ; and alfo to enable him
to appoint his turnkeys and other deputies, to make him accountable, under proper rules and limitations, for their conduct, and anfwerable, under
the like rules and limitations, for all negligent as well as willful efcapes
permitted or fuffered, either by his deputies or himfelf ; to fubjedl the faid
:

-,

felons convict to additional punifhments for efcaping, and
for any offences

committed by them

after fuch efcapes

made

more
;

to

efpecially

make pro-

vifion for the removal of all fuch felons convict as aforefaid to the faid

place of confinement ; to cut off all kind of intercourfe and communication
between them and other perfons, and for that purpofe to provide, that no
perfon fhall be permitted to enter the faid gaol (other than the neceffary

keepers) without a licence being firfk obtained from
;
and alfo to provide, that all the outward windows, or fo many of them as
occafion may require, fhall be walled up and effectually flopped ; to authorize the faid gaol to be examined by proper perfons, and ftrengthened in
fuch a manner as to effectually fecure the prifoners from efcaping; to pro-

vide that the neceffary works and means fhall be provided for employing, at
proper hours, the faid felons convict at hard labour, either in the yard, under the infpection of proper keepers, or in their rooms or cells ; to caufe
the rooms, or fo many of them as fhall be neceffary, to be divided, and

provided for their folitary and feparate abode and employment, at night,
or during the day, as occafion may require, and for caufing the fame to be
effectually fecured and warmed with flues or otherwife ; and efpecially to
caufe fo much of the faid gaol, and one of the fmall yards, to be appropri-

cells

ated
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ated for the confinement at hard labour of female felons convict, in fuch a.
as to prevent any communication between the fexes ; and finally
to provide that no fpirituous liquors {hall be introduced into the laid gaol,

manner

and that the expences from time to time arifing from the confining, employing and fupporting of the faid felons convict fhall be borne by the city
and county of Philadelphia, and by each of the other counties, in proportion to the number of convicts fent from each of them, and that the profits arifing from the labour of the faid felons convict fhall be credited to the
and each of the faid counties, in the like proportion.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Council on behalf of the public
creditors were admitted to the bar of the Houfe, and having gone through
.their arguments, the Houfe
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow., A. M.
faid city,

^Tuefday,

March

10,

1789.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
A petition from the four German Reformed Congregations of the town of
Eajlon, the townmips of Bethlehem and Plainjield, in the county of Northampton, and of the townfhip of Greenwich, in the county of Sitjfex, and
State of New-'Jerfey, was read, fetting forth, that they purchafed a houfe
and lot of ground thereunto belonging, fituated in the town of Eajlon aforefaid, for the ufe of the minifter of the faid congregations, but the fame
is now found to be improperly fituated, and does not anfwer the defign
for which it was purchafed ; therefore praying leave to bring in a bill,
authorifing the premifes to be fold, and the monies arifing therefrom to be
laid out in the purchafe of another houfe and lot of ground more fuitable
and convenient.
Ordered to lie on the table.
petition from divers inhabitants of the county of Montgomery was read,
praying that a part of the lands appropriated for the endowment of public
fchools may be granted for the fupport of a fchool lately erected in Norriton, in the faid county.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Franklin
was read, praying an act may be pafTed, for eftablifhing and endowing a
feminary of learning in the town of Greencajlle, in the faid county.

A

A

Ordered to lie on the table.
letter from his Excellency the Prefident was prefented

to the chair,

and

read, as follows, viz.

In

COUNCIL,

Philadelphia,

March

10th,

1789.

SIR,
^

HE

State-Houfe requiring fome repairs, Council appointed Meffieurs
Hicks and Rakejlraw to examine the feveral parts of the
building, and to report an eftimate of the expence of the repairs which are
at this time neceflary, which eftimate I have the honor of enclofing to you,

1

Colliday,

to

i

E
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to be laid before the General AfTembly.

3
I

have the honor to be, with great

cefpect,

S

I

R,

Tour moft

obedient

and very humble fervant,

THOMAS MIFFLIN.
Speaker

Honorable the
of the General AJfembly.

And

the inclofed eftimate was alfo read, and
to lie on the table.

Ordered

A

petition from Francis White, confined in the gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia, by warrant under the hands and feals of the Commiflion-

crs of Bankruptcy,

was read, praying he

may

be releafed from further im-

prifonment.

Ordered

on the table.
appointed February 9th, on the petition of Jofeph Barnes,
Attorney of James Rumfey, &c. made report, which was read, as follows, "viz.
The committee on the petition of Jofeph Barnes, Attorney of James
Rumfey, and the remonftrance of John Fitch, report
That the matters referred leading them into the general consideration of &
power of granting exclufive rights to the benefits arifing from new difcoveries or inventions, the committee conceive it a power which ought to refidc
in a body better pofTefled, than the Legiflature can be, of the means of enquiring and examining into their originality and merits ; for which reafon
they offer the following refolution, wz.
Refolved, That a fpecial committee be appointed to bring in a bill, veiling
of granting patents, and to
a power in the
fecure to original difcoverers and inventors, their heirs and afligns (any exifting law or laws to the contrary notwithstanding) the exclufive right of and
the benefits arifing from their difcoveries and inventions.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 21ft laft, on the petition of Grizzel
to lie

The committee

Robert/on,

The

made

which was read, as follows, viz.
was referred the petition of Grizzel Robertfon,

report,

committee, to

whom

report

That although they

are fenfible of the diflrefTed fituation

tioner, yet they cannot conceive that this
relief to her cafe

Refolved,

:

They

of the peti-

Houfe can with propriety extend

therefore fubmit the following refolution,

That the prayer

in the petition of Grizzel Robertfon cannot be

granted.
lie on the table.
report of the committee appointed to revife the criminal laws of
Whereupon
this ilate, read yefterday, was read the fecond time
bring
in a bill, to be pafTed
appointed
to
Refolved, That a committee be
into a law, to declare the prefent work-houfe in the city of Philadelphia,

Ordered to

The

:

thereof as fhall be neceffary, with the benefit of the eaft yard,
to be the gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia, for the confinement
of debtors, and of perfons charged with or convidted of mifdemeanors, in
order that their morals may not be corrupted by a communication with felons,
or fo

much

Mm

and

and

to caufe fuch alterations in the apartments thereof to be

made,

as will

render it more convenient for the purpofes aforefaid ; and alfo to referve
the remainder of the faid work-houfe for its prefent purpofes, or to extend
the fame by an enlargement thereof, if it mall be neceffary, with the
benefit of the weft yard.
And whereas the prefent mode of employing felons convict is on experience found to be highly pernicious to fociety, and to anfwer but few,
if any, of the good purpofes intended by the exifting law, and it is conceived that the fame will be beft effected by fubjecting them to hard labour
and folitary confinement; and whereas the finances of this commonwealth
will not, in their prefent ftate, admit of the erecting and eftabliihing fufficient buildings in each county for the purpofes aforefaid, but as the goal of'
the faid city and county is very large, and may be rendered convenient for
the confining and employing of malefactors, as it is' accommodated with a

two fmaller ones, furrounded by ftrong walls, fo as to afford
the neceffary feparations for employing them in the working of raw materials and otherwife, and as the whole of the faid building may at a fmall

large yard and

expence be effectually fecured, and the neceffary parts thereof be warmed
by flues, it is conceived that fociety will be greatly benefited, by eftablifhing
the fame as a place for the confining and employing of all felons convidt
Therefore
within this commonwealth of offences not capital
Refohed, That the faid committee be inftructed to infert one or more
claufes in the faid bill, for the purpofe of feparating and fpecially appropriating fo much of the gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia as may
be neceffary, together with one of the fmall yards, for the fole and excluiive purpofe of confining all fuch felons charged or convict within the
faid city and county of Philadelphia, as the provifions herein after recommended fhall not extend to, and for placing the fame under the care and
cuftody of the officer to be appointed in the manner herein after mentioned j
and to declare the remainder of the faid gaol to be a place for the confinement at hard labour of all felons convidt of any felony or felonies not capital by the laws of this commonwealth; and for the eftablifhing of the
fame (in fuch manner neverthelefs as not to deprive the city and county of
:

Philadelphia of the fee fimple thereof, or of their eftate therein) for the
purpofe aforefaid, under the care and management of an officer, for that

be appointed by the Prefident or Vice-Prefident in Council, on
fufficient fecurity for his good conduct; and alfo to enable him
his turnkeys and other deputies, to make him accountable, unrules and limitations, for their conduct, and anfwerable, under
the like rules and limitations, for all negligent as well as willful efcapes
permitted or fuffered, either by his deputies or himfelf ; to fubjecl the faid

purpofe to
his giving
to appoint
der proper

felons convict to additional punifhments for efcaping, and
for any offences committed by them after fuch efcapes made
vifion

more efpecially
to make pro;

for the removal of all fuch felons convict as aforefaid to the faid

and communication
between them and other perfons, and for that purpofe to provide, that no
perfon (hall be permitted to enter the faid gaol (other than the neceffary
keepers) without a licence being firft obtained from
;
and alio to provide, that all the outward windows, or fo many of them as
occafion may require, fhall be walled up and effectually flopped ; to authorize the faid gaol to be examined by proper perfons, and ftrengthened in
fuch
place of confinement

;

to cut off all kind of intercourfe

/

C
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fuch a manner as Jo effectually ficure the prifoners from efcaping; to provide that the neceffary works and means mall be provided for employing, at
proper hours, the faid felons convict, at hard labour, either in the yard, under the inflection of proper* keepers, or in their rooms or cells; to caufe
the rooms, or fo many of them as mall be neceffary, to be divided, and
cells provided for their folitary and feparate abode and employment, at night,
or* during the day, as occafion may require, and for caufing the fame to be
effectually fecured and warmed with flues or otherwife ; and efpecially to
caufe fo much of the faid gaol, and one of the fmall yards, to be appropriated for the confinement at hard labour of female felons convict, in fuch a
manner as to prevent any communication between the fexes ; and finally
to provide that no fpirituous liquors fhall be introduced into the faid gaol;
and that the expences from time to time arifing from the confining, employing and fupporting of the faid felons convict fhall be borne by the city
and county of Philadelphia, and by each of the other counties, in proportion to the number of convicts fent from each of them, and that the profits arifing from the labour of the faid felons convict fhall be credited to the
faid city, and each of the'faid counties, in the like proportion.
Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. M'Dowell, Mr.
Hoge, Mr. M'Lene and Mr. hollar be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolutions.
On motion of Mr. Logan, feconded by Mr. Fitzfimons,
Ordered, That the committee appointed February 24th, to examine into
the powers of the Comptroller-General, and the mode of tranfa&ing bufinefs in that office, be inftrucfed to confer 'with the Supreme Executive
Council, and to report thereon.
The petition of the Truftees of the county of Allegheney, read March 6th,
was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the members from the counties of Wejlmor eland and Wafiington, to report thereon.
The petition of 8-? inhabitants of the county of Northampton, owners of
lands at and near Wyoming, read February 12th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the fame, together with the feveral petitions on the fame
fubject prefented this fefiion, be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Downing, Mr.
M'Dowell, Mr. Hoge, Mr. Johnjon, Mr. Nevil, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. Gore,
l

to report thereon.

The

petition of "John Cart, read March 6th, was read the fecond time.
it be referred to Mr. Lilley, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Lollar, to

Ordered, That
report thereon.

The memorial and

petition of the Commiffioners of the county of Phila-

read yeflerday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the members from the city and county of

delphia,

Philadelphia, to report thereon.

2th, on that part of the meffage
cil refpecung the donation lands, was read the fecond time.

The

report read

November

1

from Coun-

Ordered, That it be re-committed.
report read 'November 20th, on the petition of the Truftees of WafiWhereupon
ington Academy, was read the fecond time
Refohed, That the prayer of the petition of the Truftees of Wajloington

The

:

Academy cannot be complied with.

:

[

13*

]

report read February 14th, on that part of the meflage from Council refpedting the boundary lines of this ftate, was read the fecond time

The

Whereupon
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, to eftablifh the boundary lines of this ftate, as they have been
run and compleated by the refpective Commiflioners appointed for the pu,rpofe.

Ordered,

That Mr. Chapman, Mr. Cunningham and Mr. Richards be a

conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The report read February 14th, on that part of the meflage from Council
refpecting engravings of the boundary lines of this ftate, was read the fecond
time Whereupon
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, empowering the Prelident and the Supreme Executive Council to
direct engravings of the boundary lines of this ftate, and the publication of
the reports of the commiflioners who compleated the fame, together with
fuch notes and obfervations of faid commiflioners as in the opinion of
Council may be ufeful and neceflary to preferve, and to iflue an order or
orders on the Treafurer of this ftate for -the payment of the expences there-

committee,

to bring in a bill

:

by incurred.
Ordered, That the

laft

named committee bring

in a bill

conformably to

the foregoing refolution.
report read February 13 th, on the petition of the commiflioners of
Northumberland county, was read the fecond time: Whereupon

The

it will not be expedient to comply with the requeft conof the commiflioners of Northumberland county.
petition
the
tained in
The report read March 3d, on the petition of Ernjl Ludwig Baifch, was

Refohed, That

read the fecond time : Whereupon
Refohed, That the prayer of the petition of Ernjl

Ludwig Baifch ought

not to be granted.
The report of the committee of accounts relative to an account of Peter
Steward, read March 5th, was read the fecond time : Whereupon
Ordered, That it be re-committed.
The report read March 5th, on the petitions for and againft declaring Aughwick creek a public highway, was read the fecond time Where:

upon
Refohed, That the petition from divers inhabitants of the county of
Huntingdon, praying this Houfe to declare Aughwick creek a public highway, ought not at this time to be granted.
The report read March 5th, on the petition of Samuel Lehman, was read
the fecond time

:

Whereupon

Refohed, That the prayer of the petitioner, Samuel Lehman, cannot be
granted.

The

report read

March

5th, on the petition of a

number of

the inhabit-

Whereupon
ants of Wafiington county, was read the fecond time
appointed
to bring in a bill to annex that
Refohed, That a committee be
part of Wajhington county to the county of Allegbeney, included in the following lines ; beginning at the Ohio river, where the ftate line crofles the
fame; from thence in a ftrait line to White's mill, on Raccoon creek; from
thence in a direct line to Armflrongs mill, on Miller's run j and thence in
:

another

E
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another diredt line to Monongahela river, oppofite the mouth of Perry's run
it ftrikes the prefent line of Allegheney county.
Ordered, That Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Ludwig, Mr. Nevil, Mr. Mar/ball and
Mr. Philips be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing

where

refolution.

The

March
Whereupon

report read

fecond time

:

6th, on the petition of Nicholas Reib,

was read the

That Nicholas Reib have leave to withdraw his petition.
The bill, entituled " An Acl to ejlablijh a board of appeal within the feve*' ral counties
of this fate, and to grant exonerations in cafes of militia fines"
was read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pubRefolved,

lished for confideration.

The

"

ty

" An Acl for granting

entituled

bill,

trials at NifiPrius in the counof Philadelphia," was read the fecond time, and confidered by pa-

ragraphs.

That

Ordered,

it

be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

lished for confideration.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

Wednefday,

to-morrow, A.

March n,

M.

1789.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
a number of the inhabitants of the town of Eajlon, in
the county of Northampton, was read, praying leave to bring in a bill for the
purpofe of erecting the faid town into a borough $ and on motion, and by
fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the prayer thereof be granted.
A petition from William Clingan was read, Setting forth, that he was robbed of a certificate granted to John Bellows, late a foldier in the Pennfyhania
line, for the depreciation due on his pay, and purchafed by the petitioner for
a valuable confideration, therefore praying a new one may be granted unto
him, in lieu of the one of which he hath been fo robbed ; and on motion,
and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on claims, to report

A

petition

from

thereon.

A

from William Hajfall, of a fimilar tenor with his petition read
Houfe of ASfembly March 24th laSt, was read, praying relief

petition

in the late

in the premifes.

Ordered to lie on the table.
memorial from John Fitch was read, remonftrating againSt the report
read yefterday on the petition of fofeph Barnes, Attorney of fames Rumfey,
&c. and praying he may be heard by Counfel, on behalf of himfelf and
alfociates, at the bar of this Houfe, againft the tenor of the faid report.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 19th, on the petitions for and againft
the fifheries in the rivers Codorus and Conewago, made report, which was

A

read, as follows, viz.

The committee,

whom

was referred the petitions of fundry inhabitants
of the county and borough of Tork reflecting the fisheries in Codorus and
Conewago

rivers,

to

report

N

n

That

C

*4°

J

That from the bed information your committee could
act

obtain, the prefent
force to regulate the fifhery in faid rivers does not anfwer the end in-

in

but as it would be unreasonable and unjuft to oblige owners of dams
for mills and other water works to erect and keep in repair platforms, as
prayed for in the petitions for the fifheries, yet neverthelefs it may be admiffible for the petitioners to have leave to eredt fuch platforms at their own
expence, for the purpofe of fifh to pafs over Therefore offer the following

tended

;

:

refolution,

Refolved,

That

a

committee be appointed

into a law, to repeal the act, entituled

"

in the

Codorus and Conewago,

rivers

to bring in a bill, to

"
in

An

be ena&ed

A£l for regulating the

York

county," pafled

Jifhery

March

9th,

allow the petitioners in favour of the fifhery to erect fuch
1 77 1, and to
and fo many platforms, at their own expence, fo as not to injure the dams
already erected or to be erected, as to them fhall appear neceffary for the fifh
to pafs over.

Ordered to lie on the table.
motion of Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Robin/on,
Ordered, That the committee appointed February 21ft, on the petition of
'John Franklin, be difcharged.
The report read yefterday, on the petition of Grizzel Robert/on, was read
the fecond time Whereupon
A motion was made by Mr. M'Laie, feconded by Mr. Chapman,
To poftpone the confideration of the faid report, in order to introduce the
following motion in lieu thereof, viz.
The Houfe, taking into confideration the petition of Grizzel Robert/on,
and linding her cafe to be very lingular and diftrefiing, are of opinion that
her fituation deferves their attention ; and as the fufpenfion of the fale of
the land for fome time would be an inconliderable lofs to the commonTherefore
wealth, the prayer of the petitioner appears reafonable
Refolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be, and they are hereby
requefted to fufpend the fale of the real eftate of Robert Robertfon, deceafed,
now under a judgment in favour of the commonwealth againft the adminiftrators, until the further order of this or a fucceeding Affembly.
Which was carried in the affirmative: Whereupon
Ordered, That the faid motion lie on the table.
The report read yefterday, on the petition of Jofepb Barnes, Attorney to
James Rumjey, £fc. was read the fecond time.
A motion was then made by Mr. Lollar, feconded by Mr. Moore,
To poftpone the confideration of the faid report, in order to take up for a
fecond reading the memorial of John Fitch, read this forenoon.
Which was carried in the affirmative.
And the memorial of John Fitch read the fecond time Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Fitzfimons,
Ordered, That Friday next, at three o'clock, P. M. be afligned to hear
Mr. Richard Wells, on behalf of John Fitch and his aflbciates, and Miers
Fi/her, Efquire, on behalf of Jofepb Barnes, Attorney to James Rum-

On

:

:

:

fiy-

The report of the committee on ways and means, read February 17th,
was read the fecond time Whereupon
:

Ordered,

That Friday next be

report, and that

it

affigned for the confideration of the faid

be the order for that day.

The

rw3
The

An

t(

entituled

bill,

Act

to

incorporate the city of Philadelphia,"
compared at the table, enaited into a

"having been brought in engroffed, was
law, and the Speaker directed to fign the fame.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

March

Thurfday^

M.

A.

1789.

12,

M.

The Houfe met

A

purfuant to adjournment.
petition from Peter Schaffner, collector of taxes within the borough

of Lancafer for the years 1782 and 1783, was read, fetting forth, that
on a fettlement of his accounts with the Commiffioners of faid county a
balance remains due from him in difcharge of the faid taxes, and praying
certificates of debts due from the public, and by him received in payment,

may be

by the ftate in fatisfacfion of their claim.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled **
Supplement to an act, entituled " An Adr. more
effectually to prevent unfair practices in the packing of beef and pork for
alfo received

A

"
"
"

exportation," and to regulate the exportation of faxfeed, butter and bifcuit
in kegs," having been brought in engroifed, was compared at the table,
enadted into a law, and the Speaker directed to iign the fame.

appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
•* Act
for annexing part of the county of Washington to the county of Alleg** heney," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to the chair a bill, entituled " An Aft for erecting the town of Eafton, in the county of Northamp" ton, into a borough, and for other purpofes therein mentioned'," which was

The committee

read the

firft

time, and

Ordered

The
"
"

to lie

on the

entituled

bill,

**

table.

An

A5l

to

repeal all the laws or acts of Affembly

requiring any- oath or affirmation of allegiance from the inhabitants of this
commonwealth, and for certain other purpofes," was read the third time,

and confidered by paragraphs.
And on the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the title of the
It was moved by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Fitzfimons,

—

To amend
" An Acl
*'

the

Ordered,
into a law.

allegia?ice

determined

That the

Mr. Lewis,

—

fo as to read as follows, viz.

to repeal all the

affirmation of

Which was

title,

bill?"

laws of this commonwealth requiring any oath or

from

the inhabitants thereof."

in the affirmative.

faid bill

be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enaded

in his place, read

a bill,

entituled

"

An

Ac!

to

prevent the

" granting of fpecial courts on the plaintiffs application ;" and having obtained
leave of the Houfe for that purpofe, preiented the fame to the chair, and the
fame was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

" An Acl for regulating
Weftmoreland
and Allegheney,"
certain election difriSls in the counties of
and having obtained leave of the Houfe for that purpofe, prefented the fame
to the chair, and the fame was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

Mr. Irwin,

in his place, read a bill, entituled

"

The

C

M*

]

The petition of the four German congregations of the town of Ea/lon, the
townships of Bethlehem and Plainfeld, in the county of Northampton, &c,
read March i oth, was read the fecond time : Whereupon
Refolved, That the petitioners have leave to bring in a bill conformably to
the prayer of their petition.
"

"

An A5l to divide the county of Luzerne into election
was read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

The

entituled

bill,

di/lricls,"

Jifhed for confideration.

On

motion of Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Moore,
Rejolved, That the Juftices of the Supreme Court be requefted to give
their attendance to-morrow afternoon, when the arguments on the fubjedfc
of John Fitch's memorial are to be heard.
The bill, entituled " An Atl for compenfating Evan Owen for fupplies
" by him furni/hed the civil officers of Northumberland county, in the year
" one thoufand feven hundred andfeventy-fve," was read the fecond time, and
confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith published for confideration.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

Friday ,

to-morrow, A.

March

M.

13, 1789.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
A memorial from the Board of Managers of the Pennfylvania Society,
for the encouragement of manufadtures and ufeful arts, fuggefting the propriety of encouraging the growth of hemp within this ftate by liberal bounties, was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the
fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Robinfon and Mr. Lollar,
to report thereon.

The

An AB

repeal all the laws of this commonwealth
requiring any oath or affirmation of allegiance from the inhabitants thereof,"
having been brought in engrofled, was compared at the table, enacted into
bill,

entituled

**

to

'*

and the Speaker directed to lign the fame.
The committee on claims made a further report in part, as follows, viz.
The committee on claims report
That they have had under their confideration the petition of Thomas
M'FalJ, formerly a foldier in the fifth Pennfylvania regiment, wounded at
Fort Wafoington, and find his cafe particularly hard, in as much as he is
nearly rendered incapable of getting his living, and not now within the proThe committee
vifions of the adts for granting penfions to difabled foldiers
however, confidering the danger of eftablifhing a precedent for claims of
a law,

:

recommend,
That Thomas M'Fa/l have leave

this kind, can only

to

withdraw

his petition.

Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to the chair a bill, entituled " An ASl empowering certain Trtiftees therein named to Jell and difpofe of a
" certain houfe and lot of ground, ftuate in the town of Eafton, and county of
" Northampton, and to appropriate the monies arifing from the fale thereof
** towards the pur chafe
of a parfonage or dwelling for the minifter of the four
*' Proteflant Evangelic Reformed German congregations, to wit, that of Eafton,
" Bethlehem,

;

[
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**

Bethlehem, Plainfield and Greenwich town/hips, for the time being," which
was read the firfl time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled " An Act for the relief of Robert Beatty and Benjamin
" Moore, infolvent Colledlors, confined in the gaols of Cumberland and Dau" phin counties" was read the third time, and conlidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroiled, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
law.

The

from his Excellency the Prefident, read March ioth, was read
the fecond time, together with the inclofed eflimate of the expence of the
neceflary repairs of the State-houfe
Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Fitzfimons, feconded by Mr. M'Dowell,
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Robinfon, Mr. Chapman and Mr.
letter

:

M'Lene,

to report thereon.

Agreeably to the order of the day, the report of the committee on ways
and means, read February 17 th, was read the fecond time.

And

in debating the

Refolved,

That

refolution contained in the faid report, viz.
the interefl due and to become due upon the fifty thoufand
firfl

pounds loaned by the act of March, 1785, the fees received in the LandOffice and by the Secretary of Council, the monies received for court fines
and forfeitures, together with the refidue of the monies arifing from tavern
and marriage licences, after the payment of the Judges falaries, be appropriated towards the payment of the expences of government.
It was moved by Mr. Fitzfimons, feconded by Mr. Carfon.,
To inlert, after the word " government," the words, " and that
*•
be further provided, to make good the fum ?iecejfary for
**

this purpofe."

Which was

carried in the affirmative, and the refolution,

as

amended,

adopted.

The

fecond refolution being then before the Houfe, viz.
Refolved, That ten thoufand pounds be annually fet apart out of the revenue
of this flate, as a fund for the payment of fuch claims as are not otherwife
provided for, the opening and improvement of roads and inland navigation,
and the encouragement of domeflic manufactures, as the legiflature may by

law

direct.

on motion of Mr. Fitzfimons, feconded by Mr. Lewis,
Ordered, That the confideration thereof be poflponed.
And in debating the third refolution contained in the faid report, viz.
Refolved, That io much of any act or acts as directs the payment of interefl on the New-Loan debt beyond the firfl day of April next be repealed
that after the payments are compleated to the firft day of April, they fhall
It was,

then ceafe and determine ; and that the imports (other than the protecting duties) which are now or hereafter may become due, till the affuinption of that revenue by the United States, be exclufively applied to that
purpofe.
It was moved by Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Johnfon,
To poftpone the confideration of the faid refolution, in order to introduce

the following, as a fubflitute, viz.

be paid on the New-Loan debt after the
accruing interefl to the firft of April next is paid, until fuch time as the
United States fhall make provifion for the payment of fuch interefl to this
Refolved,

That no

interefl

fhall

O

o

ftate

i

21

68111

[
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and the money, when fo paid to this ftate by the United States on
account of laid interefl:, {hall be applied to the payment of the interefl: on
the New-Loan debt, and to no other purpofe whatlbever ; and the imports
which now are or hereafter may become due fhall be collected, and, until
the affumption of that revenue by the United States (other than the protecting duties) {hall be exclufively applied to the payment of the interefl: fo

ftate

;

accrued before the faid firft of April.
Refolved, That fuch of the New-Loan creditors as chufe to take back
their original certificates, on application to the Comptroller-General, fhall
be entitled to receive them, they returning the certificates which they received in exchange from him, or other certificates of equal amount.
On the queftion, " Will the Honfe agree to the pojlponement , for the pur" pofe afore/aid?" the Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. M'Lene and Mr.
G. Heijler, and were as follow, viz.

—
—

YEAS.

YEAS,
James Moore,

i

2 JoJ'eph Reed,
3

David

4

Thomas Kennedy,
Thomas Beale,
Jonathan Hoge,
J°fepb Heijler,

5

6

7

Mitchell,

Gabriel Heijler,
9 jf?feph Sands,
8

10 John Ludwig,
11 Peter Irexler, jun.
12 Stephen Balliot,
13 John Piper,

14 James Barr,
15 John Irwin,
1
James Marjljall,
1
j James Allijbn,
1
John Nevil,
19 Alexander Wright,

20 John Gilchreejl,
2
James M'Lene,
2.Z James John/on,
23 Robert Lollar,
24 Peter Richards,
25 Jacob Miley,
26 Adam Orth.

NAYS.

NAYS.
1

George Clymer,

2 Thomas Fitzjimons,
3 Jacob Hiltzheimer,
4 William Lewis,
5 William M'Pherfon,
6 George Logan,
7 William Robin/on, jun.
8 Gerardus Wynkoop,

9 John Chapman,
10 Valentine Upp,
Samuel Foulke,
1
Richard Thomas,
1
13

Mark

14 John

Wilcox,

M Dowel/,
e

15 Caleb James,

16 Richard Downing, jun.
17 Alexander Lowrey,
18 James Clemfon,
19 John Hopkins,
20 James Cunningham,

So

it

was carried in the negative.

Jacob Erb,
22 Henry Dering,
23 Thomas Clingan,
24 Thomas Lilley,
25 Michael Schmyfer,
26 Henry Tyjon,
27 Daniel Brodhead,
28 Peter Ealer,
29 Conrad Ibrie, jun.
30 Jacob Say lor,
Sa?nuel Maclay,
3

2

32
33
34
35
36
37
38

John White,
William Todd,
Theophilus Philips,

Jacob Reiff,
Jonathan Roberts,

John Carjon,

Obadiah Gore,
39 Hugh Davifon.

A

motion

s

A

motion was then made by Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Beale,

To

**
**

out the word *' repealed," and, in lieu thereof, to infert
fufpended for the term of two years ;" and to infert, after the word " determine^' the" words " during the aforefaid term of years."
On the queftion, ** Will the Hoiife adopt the faid amendments ?"
ftrike

—

was carried

It

The

—

in the negative.

original refolution then recurring,

Adjourned

until three o'clock, P.

M.

Eodem Die.

M.

P.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
the order of the Houfe of the eleventh inftant (the Judges
of the Supreme Court attending) Mr. Richard Wells was heard on behalf of

Agreeably

to

John Fitch and his affociates Whereupon
Ordered, That Tuefday next, at three o'clock, P. M. be
:

affigned to hear

Miers Fijher, Efquire, on behalf of Jofeph Barnes, Attorney

Adjourned

until ten o clock

Saturday,

to-morrow, A.

March

14,

to

James Rum-

M.

1789.

M.

A,

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
The Houfe refumed the confideration of the

third refolution contained in
the report of the committee on ways and means, under confideration yefterWhereupon
day
A motion was made by Mr. Robinfon and Mr. Lilley,
To ftrike out the words " April next," and the word " April," and, in
lieu thereof, to infert the words " October lajl," and the word " October."
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the amendments propofed?"
It was carried in the negative.
The original refolution then recurring, was adopted, as follows, viz.
Refolved, That fo much of any act or acts as directs the payment of intereft on the New-Loan debt beyond the firft day of April next be repealed j
that after the payments are compleated to the firft of April, they fhall then
ceafe and determine; and that the impofts (other than the protecting duties)
which are now or hereafter may become due, till the aflumption of that
revenue by the United States, be exclulively applied to that purpofe.
Adjourned until three o'clock on Monday next, P. M.
:

—

—

Monday , March
The Houfe met

A

letter

16, 1789.

P.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from the Comptroller-General was

lowed an additional clerk,
by him fettled.
Ordered to lie on the

he may be albook all accounts

read, praying

for the purpofe of entering in a

table.

A petition

[

>4<S

]

A

petition from divers inhabitants of the townfhip of Shippenfourg, in
the county of Cumberland, was read, praying an act may be paffed, declaring the whole of the faid townfhip to be a part of faid county of Cumberland.

Ordered to lie on the tabic.
A petition from David Folfom was read, fetting forth, that he has invented a method of making all kinds of nails, fprigs and brads, by cutting,
without the ufual mode of drawing, and praying this Houfe to grant unto
him, his heirs and affigns, for a. term of years, the fole and exclufive right
of making and vending the fame.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
'f Act for the more effectual collection oj the poor tax in the city of Philadel" phia, the diflricl of Southwark, and the town/hips of Moyamenling and the
" Northern Liberties, and to provide in a more convenient and falutary manner
"for the confnement of diforderly perfons found and apprehended in the faid
" city, diftritJ M7id townfiips," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Supplement to an
Mr. Fitzfunons, in his place, read a bill, entituled "
*' act, entituled " An Act to eftablifh a board of Wardens for the port of
f* Philadelphia, and for other purpofes therein mentioned," and having obtained leave for that purpofe, prefcnted the fame to the chair, and the faid
bill was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of Robert Rofs, read March 6th, was read the fecond

A

time.
Ordered,

That

be referred to Mr. Robinfon, Mr. Wilcox and Mr.

it

Ibrie,

to report thereon.

The

petition of Francis White, read

March

ioth, was read the fecond

time.

Ordered,
thereon.

The

it

be referred to the

That

it

That the

laft

named committee,

to report

Murphy, read February ioth, was read the fecond

be referred to the committee on claims, to report

John

petition of

time.
Ordered,

The

That

petition of

time.
Ordered,
thereon.

The

it

petition of Daniel

time.
Ordered,
thereon.

The

That

Rofs,

read February 26th,

was read the fecond

be referred to the committee on claims,

John Eve,

read

February 26th,

petitioner have leave to

petition of William Haffall, read

withdraw

to

report

was read the fecond
his petition.

March nth, was read the fecond

time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. M'Pberfon and Mr.
Brodhead, to report thereon.
The petition of the board of -managers of the Pennfylvania fociety for
the encouragement of manufactures, read March 13th, was read the fecond
time.
Ordered,

*47

C
Ordered,

That

it

]

be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Robin/on and Mr. Lollar,

to report thereon.

The

petition of divers merchants and traders of the city of Philadelphia,
read February 28th, was read the fecond time.

Ordered,

That

be referred to the city members, with inftrudions to re-

it

port a bill, if they deem it necefTary.
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of Montgomery county, read
March 10th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Piper, Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Lollar,
to report thereon.

The

petition of Jedediah Morfe, read

March

9th,

was read the fecond

time.
Ordered, That
report thereon.

it

be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Maclay, to

The motion made March 5th by Mr. Lollar, feconded by Mr. G. Heijler,
was read the fecond time, as follows, viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to make enquiry, and report to
this Houfe what funis of money have been paid into the ftate treafury quarby the Auctioneers of the city of Philadelphia, the diftridr. of Southwark,
and Northern Liberties, refpectively, within the lafl twelve months, in order
that the Houfe may afcertain with precilion what the duties on public auctions produce, and whether the fame have been punctually paid according to

terly

law, or not.

was moved by Mr. Kennedy^ feconded by Mr. G. Heijler,
infert, after the word " reJpeSlively," the words " and the Collector
the
duties or impojis for the port of Philadelphia," and after the word
of
auctions," the words " and impojis."
Which was carried in the affirmative.
It was then moved by Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Hoge,

It

To
*'
**

To

poftpone the conlideration of the faid motion.

Which was

On

Whereupon

carried in the negative.

the queftion,

—"

Will the Houfe adopt the motion, as amended?"

—

was carried in the negative.
report on the petition of James Murray, read February 27th, was
Whereupon
read the fecond time
Refolved, That James Murray have leave to withdraw his petition.
The report on the petitions of 1422 inhabitants of Chejler county, read
March 5th, was read the fecond time Whereupon
Refolved, That the petitions praying for a divifion of Chejler county be
publifhed for four weeks in one of the news-papers of this city.
The bill, entituled '* An AB further to fujpend the powers of the com*' mijjioners
of the feveral counties within this Jiate to make fale oj lands for
4t
non-payment of taxes," was read the third time, and conlidered by paraIt

The

:

:

graphs.
In confidering the

title

of the faid

bill,

was moved by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Clymer,
To amend the title, lb as to read, " An Acl to jufpend the fale of lands
for non-payment of taxes, and for other purpofes therein mentioned."
Which was determined in the affirmative. Whereupon
Ordered, That the faid bill be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enIt

*'

acted into a law.

P

p

The

The
"

bill,

entituled

'48
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,

A Supplement

"

]
to the

federal alls of Affembly for the

relief of infolvent debtors," was read the third time.
And in confidering the feveral paragraphs,

An

Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Clymer,
following,
viz.
in the words
*' And
whereas it has been found on experience, that the long confine" ment for fmall debts, fines or forfeitures, of thofe who are incapable of
additional claufe was propofed by

" making fatisfa&ion, tends to the diftrefs of their families, as well as to
" the public injury, by the burthen created and idle habits contracted there " by For remedy whereof,
" Be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That every perfon who
" now is or hereafter fhall be confined in any gaol within this common" wealth, in execution or otherwife, for any debt or debts, fum or fums of
" money, or fine or fines, forfeiture or forfeitures, none of which do or
'? fhall exceed the fum of five pounds exclufive of cofts, and has or fhall
" have remained fo confined for the fpace of thirty days, ihall be difcharged
" from fuch confinement, and not be liable to be again imprifoned for the
" fame; and the Sheriff, Gaoler or Keeper of the gaol, in which fuch perfon
" is or fhall be confined as aforefaid, mall, upon application to him by the
:

" perfon fo
" fuch debt
"

confined, difcharge
or debts,

fum

or

him

or her out of cuftody, if detained for

fums of money,

fine or forfeiture, only,

and

no other caufe."
"Whereupon, on motion of Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Orth,
Adjourned until half paft nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.
for

^Tuefday,

March

17,

1789.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
a number of the inhabitants of the county of Huntingdon was read, praying a further time may be allowed for the payment of the
arrearages due for unpatented lands.

A

petition

from

Ordered to lie on the table.
Supplement to the feveral acts
Agreeably to order, the bill, entituled '*
" of Affembly for the relief of infolvent debtors," recurring,
It was, on motion of Mr. Fitz/imons, feconded by Mr. M'Dowell,
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
The Houfe refumed the confideration of the report of the committee on
ways and means.
And in debating the following refolution, poftponed March 13th, viz.
Refohed, That ten thoufand pounds be annually let apart out of the revenue
of this ftate, as a fund for the payment of fuch claims as are not otherwife
provided for, the opening and improvement of the roads and inland navigation, and the encouragement of domeftic manufactures, as the legiflature may
by law direct.
It was moved by Mr. Brodhead, feconded by Mr. Irwin,
To poftpone the confideration of the faid refolution, in order to introduce

A

the following, viz.
Refohed, That the act or acts whereby are funded the public debts, commonly called the depreciation and militia debts, beyond the firft of April next,
be repealed 5 and after the payments are compleated unto the firft day of
April,

'49
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then ceafe and determine; and that the excife revenue,
which is now or hereafter may become due, until the affumption of that revenue by the United States, be exclufively applied to that purpofe.
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the poftponement, for the afore*f /aid purpofe?"
It was carried in the negative, and the original refolution, as reported,
adopted.
The following refolution being before the Houfe, viz.
Refohed, That all payments of penfioners under the aft of the 2zd September 1785 ceafe, after the fame fhall be paid up to the firfr. day of May
April, they

fhall

—

—

next.
It

was moved by Mr. Fitzfimons, feconded by Mr. Schmyfer,

To

poftpone

the

faid

refolution,

in order

to introduce the following,

viz.

Refohed,

That

all

States to this ftate fhall

provifion be

made by law

Which was

who

have loaned certificates of the United
be entitled to receive back fuch certificates, and that

perfons

for that purpofe.

carried in the

affirmative,

and the propofed refolution a-

dopted.

The
And

original refolution recurring,

was

alfo

adopted.

in debating the following refolution, viz.

Refohed, That the Supreme Executive Council be directed to difband the
more frugal way for the fafety of the pub-

invalid corps, and to provide in a
lic records.

was moved by Mr. Fitzfimons, feconded by Mr. Schmyfer,
To poilpone the coniideration of the faid refolution, in order
It

to introduce
the following in lieu thereof.
Refohed, That the invalid corps be difbanded, and that the Supreme Executive Council be authorized to provide for the fecurity of the public build-

ings and papers.
Which was carried in the affirmative, and the propofed refolution adopt-

ed

:

Whereupon,
That Mr.

Fitzfimons, Mr. Lewis and Mr. Ihrie be a committee,
conformably
to the foregoing refolutions.
to bring in a bill
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to report a plan for leffening the
expences of government, and upon fuch offices, the emoluments of which
may be made to contribute to the expence thereof.
Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Logan, Mr. Wy?ikoop, Mr. Hoge and Mr.
M'Lene be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the laft refolu-

Ordered,

tion.

"

An A5i in aid of the Callowhill market, in the
townjlnp of the Northern Liberties," was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
The

bill,

entituled

"

law.

The

" An AEi

townfinp of Derry, in the county of Bedford, into a feparate eleSlion difriSl," was read the fecond time,
and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pubbill,

entituled

to ereSi the

"

lifhed for confideration.

The

v

r

C

s°

]

A

"
Supplement to an act, entituled " An Aft to
Wardens
of
for the port of Philadelphia, and for other
eftabliuh a Board
*' purpofes therein mentioned," was read the fecond time, and confidered
by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

The

entituled

bili,

"

lifhed for confideration.

The

" An

entituled

AM

for the more

of the poor
of Southwark, and the town/hips
" of Moyamenfing and the Northern Liberties, and to provide in a more con" venient and falutary manner for the confinement of diforderly perfons found
" and apprehended in the faid city, dijlricl and townfoips," was read the fecond
time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

*'

bill,

tax in the city of Philadelphia, the

effectual collection

dijlricl

lished for confideration.

entituled " An Act empowering certain Trufiees, therein named,
and difpofe of a certain houfe and lot of ground, Jituate in the town of
,(
Eafton, and county of Northampton, and to appropriate the monies ari/ing
" from the fale thereof towards the purchafe of a parfonage or dwelling for the
*' minijler
of the four Protejlant Evangelic Reformed German congregations,
" to wit, that of Eafton, Bethlehem, Plainfield and Greenwich townjlnps,
"for the time being," was read the fecond time, and confidered by para-

The

"

bill,

to fell

graphs.
Ordered, That

it

be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

lifhed for confideration.

The bill, entituled '* An Ac! for granting a part of the unappropriated
" lands belonging to this fate to the inhabitants of Northumberland county,
" for the ufe of a public fchool in the faid county," was read the fecond time,
and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publiihed for confideration.

The

"

entituled

bill,

counties of

" An Ac7 for

regulating certain election diflriSls in the

Weftmoreland and Allegheney," was read the fecond time, and

confidered by paragraphs.

That

Ordered,

it

be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

lished for confideration.

The

"

An

prevent the granting of fpecial courts on
the plaintiff's application," was read the fecond time, and confidered by
paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pubbill,

entituled

At~l to

*'

lished for confideration.

The

petition of divers inhabitants of the townfhip of Shippenfburg, read

yefterday,

was read the fecond time.

Ordered, That it be referred to the members from the counties of
berland and Franklin, to report thereon.
On motion of Mr. Fitzjimons, feconded by Mr. Hiltzheimer,
Ordered, That Daniel Murphy have leave to withdraw his petition.

On

Cum-

motion,

Ordered, That the order of the day for hearing Miers Fifher, Efquire, on
behalf of Jofepb Barnes, Attorney to James Rumfey, be postponed.
Adjourned uniil half part: nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

Wednefday,

:

»*"

E

Wednefday^

March

J

18,

1789.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
a number of the inhabitants of Harrifburg was read,
praying the nett proceeds of the ferry acrols the river Sufquebanna, oppofite
to the faid town, may be vefted in Truftees, for the purpofe of endowing a
public fchool or fchools in faid town, for the educating youth.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" Act to regulate fences, and to a/certain a mode of proceeding in cajes of cat4i
tie trefpafing," which was read the firft time, and

A

petition

from

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

The committee

appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" Act to repeal fo much of any aSt or aSls of AJfembly of this commonwealth, as
** directs the payment
of the intereft on the New-Loan debt beyond the firft day
**
April
next,
and
for other purpofes therein mentioned," which was read
of
the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
On motion of Mr. Fitzfmons, feconded by Mr. Moore,
Ordered, That this Houfe will at three o'clock this afternoon hear the arguments of Miers Fi/Jier, Efquire, on behalf of Jofepb Barnes, Attorney to
ja/nes Rumfey.
A refolution of the Supreme Executive Council having been tranfmitted
to the Speaker, was read, as follows, viz.

In

On

COUNCIL,

motion,

THAT

Philadelphia,

March

\\th,

1789.

Resolved,

Mr. Woods, Mr. Redick, Mr. Smilie and
committee, to confer with a committee of the General Affembly on the fubject of the refolution of the Houfe dated November
21ft, 1788, relative to the public road between Bedford and Pitt/burg.
the Vice-Prefident,

Mr. Smith be

a

Extract from the Minutes,

JAMES TRIMBLE,
for

And on

Charles Biddle,

Secretary.

motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time

Whereupon
Ordered, That

Mr.

Pipei-,

Mr. Irwin, Mr. Todd, Mr. Marfall and Mr.

Philips be a committee, to confer with the

committee of Council on the fub-

jecf of faid refolution.

The following bills having been brought in engroffed, were feverally compared at the table, enacled into laws, and the Speaker directed to fign the
fame, viz.
An
to fufpend the file of lands for non-payment of taxes, and for

ACT
ACT for

other purpofes therein mentioned.

An

Collectors,

the relief of

Robert Beatty and Benjamin Moore,
Cumberland and Dauphin counties.

infolvent

conftied in the gaols of

Q^q

The

1

C

1
J

!S 2

"

An Ac~l in aid of the Callowhill market, in the
townfiip of the Northern Liberties," having been alfo brought in engroffed, was compared at the table.
The

entituled

bill,

"

And on

the queftion,

—"

V—

Shall the fame be enabled into a law
the
Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. Logan and Mr. Clymer, and were as

follow, viz.

YEAS.

YEAS.

George Clymer,
Thomas Fitzfmons,

Lawrence

Sickle,

William M'PherJbn,

John

Salter,

William Robinfon, jun.
Richard Thomas,
8 "James Moore,
9 Mark Wilcox,

John M'Dowell,
James Cunningham,
2 Henry Dering,
3 Thomas Lilley,
1

20 Daniel Brodhead,
2
John Ludwig,
22 Conrad Ihrie, jun*
2 3 Jac °b Say lor,

24 John Piper,
25 James Barr,
26 William Todd,

27
28
29
30

James Marfiall,
John Nevil,
John Gilchreejl,
James M'Lene,

Robert Lollar,
32 Peter Richards,

3

Henry Tyfon,

33 Jonathan Roberts,
34 Jacob Miley,

Jofeph Reed,
Jofeph Heifter,
Gabriel Heifer,

35 John Carjon,
36 Obadiah Gore,
37 Hugh Davifon.

4 Michael

Schmyfer,

Jofeph Sands,

NAYS.

NAYS.

David

William Lewis,
2 George Logan,
3 Gerardus Wynkoop,

12

4 John Chapman,

15 Peter Trexler, jun.
16 Samuel Maclay,
17 John White,
18 Alexander Wright,

1

Valentine Upp,
6 Samuel Foulke,
7 Caleb James,
8 Richard Downing, jun.
9 Alexander Lowrey,
10 James Clemfon,
5

1 1

Jacob Erb,

J

Mitchell,

3 Thomas Beale,
Jonathan Hoge,

H

Theophilus Philips,

20 James Jobnfon,
21 Jacob Reiff,
22 Adam Orth.

So it was determined in the affirmative
the lame.

,

and the Speaker directed to fign

motion of Mr. Clymer, feconded by Mr. Logan,
Ordered, That 200 copies of the act, entituled " An Ab~l to fufpend the
" J'ale of lands for non-payment of taxes, and for other purpofes therein men**
tioned," be printed, and tranfmitted to the Commiffioners of the feveral

On

counties within this commonwealth.
Supplement to the feveral adls for the relief of inThe bill, entituled "
" folvent debtors," was read the third time, and conlidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

A

law.

The

,

'
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J

" A Supplement to the
" An Act to enforce
to the act, entituled
was
commonwealth,"
of taxes within this

The h ill,
tft

"

cntituled

acl,

entituled

"

A

Supplement

the due collection and payment
read the third time, and conii-

dered by paragraphs.
enacted into a
Ordered, That it be engroiTed, for the purpofe of being
.

law.

The

bill,

entituled

"

A Supplement

refpecling public auctions

*«

And

_
of General Aljembiy
.

to the

feveral

ac~ls

and auctioneers," was read the third time.

in debating the following claufe, viz.

therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Representatives
General Aiof the freemen of the commonwealth of Pennjylvania, in
may be
fembly met, and by the authority of the fame, That it mall and

••
«c

Be

it

"
" lawful
« cence,
<*

»
«
*«

«
"
"
»
"
«

or Vice-Prefident in Council to appoint and lioccafion mall require, one auctioneer for the fale of

for the Prefident

often as
Moyamenfing, who (hall
eftates, real and perfonal, within the townlhip of
the faid Prefident and
of
pleafure
continue for and during the will and
with two
Council, and fliall give bond to the Prefident, or his fucceffbrs,
for the faithful diffufficient fureties, in the fum of two thoujand pounds,
the terms and payperforming
truly
charge of his duty, and for well and
as

and the feveral ads of General Aflembly to
which this is a fupplement, directed and required; and the laid aucpurfuance of this act, fliall
tioneer, who fliall be appointed and licenced in
of Moyahave the like powers and authorities within the faid townlhip
provifions and direcmenfmg, and be under the fame rules, regulations,
any auctioneer for
with
penalties,
and
pains
<<
tions, and fubject to the like
Liberties, or
Northern
the
of
« the faid city of Philadelphia, the townlhip
" the diftrict of Southwark."
by Mr. M'Lene,
It was moved by Mr. Lollar, feconded
"
as often as occajion flail require, one auctioneer
To ftrike out the words,
« for the fale of eftates, real and perfonal, within the townflip of Moya" menfing, who flail continue for and during the will and pleafure of the
and in lieu thereof to inlert the follow" faid Prefident and Council,
" as many auctioneers within the city of Philadelphia, diftrifr
ing words, viz.
"of Southwark, and the townflips of the Northern Liberties and Moya" knenfing, for the fale of eftates, real and perfonal, within the faid city,
" diBritt and tawnjhips, as the faid Council flail deem necefary, who"—
-queftion,— " Will the Houfe agree to the propojed amendment?

ments

in

and by

this act,

W—

On

the

Speaker was
the Houfe being equally divided, the
calling vote, which he did in the negative.

called

upon

to give his

paragraphs,
the bill having been fully debated by
of being enaded into a
purpofe
the
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for

And
law.

Adjourned

until three o'clock,

P.

M.

Eodem Die.

P.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.
_,-',
t,
r j
r
Shippen , Efquir* Pr
Edward
Honorable
the
from
memorial
°f
county ot Philadelphia, was read let ng
the Court of Common Pleas for the
cnt
to the ftid office are Bo a fuffi c
forth, that the emoluments annexed

The Houfe met

A

f

:

^

[
compenfation for his

fervices,
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and praying

this

Houfe

to take the premifes

into consideration.

Ordered to lie on the table.
On motion of Mr. Fitzjimons, feconded by Mr. Lewis,
Ordered, That Mr. Robinfon and Mr. M'Dowell be added
mittee appointed yefterday,

to the

com-

to report a plan for leffening the expences of

government.

The bill, entituled " An Aft to prevent the importation of convifts into this
" commonwealth," was read the third time, and conlidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
law.

Agreeably to order, the Judges of the Supreme Court attending, Miers
Fijher, Efquire, was heard on behalf of Jofeph Barnes, Attorney to fames
Rumfey.

Adjourned

until half paft nine o'clock

^Thurfday^

March

to-morrow, A.

19,

M.

A.

1789.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
memorial and petition from divers officers in the late American military
hofpital, read in a former Houfe of AfTembly March 7th, 1787, was prefented to the chair, read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" Aft to enable the owners and pojfejfors of a certain traft of marjh and meadow

A

"
"

land therein defcribed, Jituate in the county of Chefter, to keep the batiks,
dams, Jluices and floodgates tn repair, and to raife a fund to defray the exil
pence thereof," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled " An Aft for enlarging the time limited by the aft,
*' entituled "
An Act for facilitating the redemption of the bills of credit
" emitted in the year one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-one, and for
" redeeming part of the funded debt of this ftate ; and for extending the
" time for patenting lands which were located before the declaration of
'* independency
and for giving a right of pre-emption to actual fettlers
" for procuring warrants for lands by them occupied," was read the third
time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
;

law.

Mr. Lewis,

his place, read a bill, entituled

"

A

Supplement to the feveral laws of this commonwealth refpefting attachments ;" and having obtained leave, prefented the fame to the chair, and the fame being read the
in

"

firft

time, was

Ordered to lie on the table.
motion of Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Piper,
Refohed, That the committee of accounts be authorifed and empowered
to count, burn and deftroy fuch and fo many of the bills of credit of the
late emiffion, as have been received in the loan-office on account of principal,
and paid into the treafury for the purpofe of being deftroyed, agreeably to
the law enacted November 27th, 1787.

On

The

[

'55
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.

The bill, entltuled " An Acl to aid and faithfully execute an ail, entltuled
" An Act to afcertain, fix and eftablilh permanent falaries for the Judges of
" the Supreme Court," was read the* fecond time.
And in debating the following paragraph, viz.
" Ee

it enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Reprefentatives of the
Freemen of the commonwealth of Pennfylvania, in General Affembly
" met, and by the authority of the fame, That the Comptroller-General

'**

" of
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
««
**
«•*

he is hereby authorifed and required to liquiand declare, by a particular ftatement in writing, according to truth, equity and juftice, the difference between the value of the
paper bills of credit aforefaid, by the faid Judges from time to time heretofore received in payment of their refpeclive falaries, and the like fum
in gold or fiver, and to reduce the faid difference into the faid bills of
credit j and that fuch fiatement thereof fhall be made and delivered to
the Prefident in Council, who (the fame being by them approved) mail.
make and fign a warrant on the Treafurer of this commonwealth for
the fum thereupon found due to each of the faid Judges, in paper
bills of credit as aforefaid, payable to them refpecfively, or their legal
reprefentatives, which warrants the faid Treafurer is empowered and direded to pay and fatisfy out of the monies appropriated by law for that
the ftate (lull be, and

date, afcertain

" purpofe."

On

—"

—

Will the Houfe agree to the faid paragraph ?" the
Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. Fitzfmions and Mr. Logan, and were as
the queftion,

follow, viz.

YEAS.

C

*5<5

NAYS.
25
26
27
28
29
30

The

32 "Peter Richards,
33 Jonathan Roberts,
34 Jacob Miley,

Alexander Wright,
j'o/fo Gilchreejl,

Theophilus Philips,

35 ./£&;» Or/,6,
36 j^w Car/on,

James John/on,

37

i/«g/6 Davifon.

Reiff,

was determined

it

NAYS.

'James Allifon,
John Nevil,

31 Jacob

So

]

entituled

in the negative.

" An Ac! for

erecting the town of Eafton, in the counNorthampton, into a borough, and for other purpofes therein mention" ed," was read the fecond time, and coniidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pubbill,

** ty of

,liflied

for confideration.

The memorial

of the Honorable Edward Shippen, Efquire, read yefterday,
was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. McDowell,

to report thereon.

A

motion was made by Mr. Maclay, feconded by Mr. Lewis, in the
words following, viz.
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacled
into a law, for granting, appropriating and furveying
with the ufual allowance, of the unappropriated land belonging to
in the refidue of the donation lands, to be referved as a fund for
making and keeping in repair the ftate roads from the city of Philadelphia to
the weftern parts of this ftate, and for no other ufe whatfoever.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A motion was made by Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Reed, in the words
acres,
this

ftate

following, viz.

Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a

bill,

to be enacted

into a law, for the purpofe of dividing and granting the refidue of the fixty
thoufand acres of land referved by an acl, entituled " An
51 for the pre-

A

" fent

and future endowment of Dickinfon College, in the borough of
** Carlifle, and county
of Cumberland, in this fate, and for referving part of
" the unappropriated lands belonging to this Jlate as a fund for the endowment
relief

" of public fchools, agreeably
" this commonwealth," pafled

f

to the forty-fourth
51ion of the conjlitution of
the feventh day of April, 1786, to and amongft
fuch of the counties of this commonwealth, as heretofore have not been
endowed with public lands for the ufe of county fchools.

Ordered to lie on the table.
A letter from the Comptroller-General was read, together with an abftract
of the accounts of this ftate againft the United States.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed March 16th, on the petition of a number of
the inhabitants of the county of Montgomery, made report, which was read,
as follows,

viz.

The committee,

to

whom

was

referred

the petition of a

number of

the

inhabitants of Montgomery county, praying for a grant of public lands, for
the

*57
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purpofe of endowing a public fchool at Norriton, in faid county, beg
leave to offer the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, for granting
acres of the fixty thoufand
acres referved by ad of Affembly for the endowment of county fchools,
for the purpofe of endowing a county fchool or fchools in the county of

*the

Montgomery.
Ordered
**

**

'*'

to lie

on the

table.

Mr. Fitzfimons, in his place, read a bill, entituled " An ASl for rai/ing,
by way of lottery, the Jitm of Eight "Thoufand Dollars, for defraying the expence of erecling a Common Hall in the city of Philadelphia."
And on the queftion, " Shall he have leave to prefent the fame to the

—

for the purpofe of being read at the table ?"—.
It was determined in the negative.
Adjourned until half pail nine o'clock to-morrow, A.
chair,

March

Friday,
The Houfe met

20, 1789.

M.

A. M,

purfuant to adjournment.

was moved by Mr. Fitzfimons, feconded by Mr. Thomas,
To re-confider the vote of yefterday on the queftion, " Shall the
It

"
"*'

**

—

ber,

who

read in his place a

bill,

entituled

" An

Ac~i

for

mem-

raifing, by

way

Jim of Eight Thoufand Dollars, for defraying the expence of
of
erecling a Common Hall in the city of Philadelphia," have leave to prefent
lottery,

the

"

the fame to the chair?"
the queftion it was carried in the affirmative, and leave accordgranted,
when it was read, and
ingly
Ordered to lie on the table.
petition from Lewis Nichola, keeper of the work-houfe for the city
of Philadelphia, was read, letting forth, that the fees of his
county
and

And on

,

A

office are

not ascertained by law, and praying this Houfe to take the premifes

into confideration.

on the table.
A petition from 1356 of the inhabitants of the weftern part of the county
of York was read, praying the fame may be erected into a feparate county.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A memorial and petition from the Honorable Francis Hopkinfon, Efquire,
Judge of the Admiralty, was read, fetting forth, that the falary directed to
be paid him by law has been paid in a depreciated paper currency ; therefore
Ordered

to lie

praying this Houfe to grant him a full compenfation for his fervices.
Ordered to lie on the table.

The

bill,

entituled

"

A further Supplement to the a5l,

entituled

" An Act

not merchantable, and for
to prevent the exportation of bread and
<(
repealing at a certain time all the laws heretofore made for that purpofe,"
was read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pubflour

**

lished for consideration.

13th, on the letter from his Excellency
the Prefident refpecting repairs to be made to the State-Houfe, made report,
which was read, as follows, viz.

The committee

appointed

March

The

C
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]

The committee

appointed to confider the letter of his Excellency the Preof the Supreme Executive Council of the 10th inftant, on the fubject
or repairing the State Houfe, report a refolution
Kefohea, That the Supreme Executive Council be requested to have the
neceflary repairs done to the State Houfe, and the wings thereof, and to draw
their warrant or warrants on the State Treafury for any ium or fums, not exceeding eleven hundred pounds in the whole, for that purpofe.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 4th laft, on the petition of Frances
Budden, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of Frances Budden,
fide-nt

:

1

beg leave

That

to report
it

appears to your committee that James Budden was, together with

his late paitner, largely indebted to different perfons in Europe, and that for
the difcharging thereof he did, before the making of his will, place in the

hands of his faid partner, who then reiided at Barbados, fufficient funds,
with directions to apply the fame accordingly; that the faid James Budden
made his will, under the belief that the faid debts had been difcharged
agreeably to his faid directions, and therefore gave no power to his executors therein named to fell his real eftate for the payment thereof; that
it lince appears that no part of the faid debts have been difcharged out of
the funds provided for that purpofe by the faid James Budden, and that there

the eftate of the faid James Budden to the amount
thereabouts, for the payment whereof there is
pounds,
or
of fx thoufand
much reafon to believe that his eftate, or a very considerable part thereof,
will fhortly be fold by the Sheriff, to the great injury thereof, unlefs the
Your committee therefore offer
prayer of the faid petition fhall be granted
are

now due from

debts

:

to wit,

the following refolution,

That Frances Budden have

leave to bring in a bill, agreeably to the prayer

of her petition.

Ordered to

on the

lie

table.

March 16th, on the petition of the committee
made
report, which was read, as follows, viz.
fociety,
manufacturing
of the
The committee on the memorial of the committee of the manufacturing

The committee

appointed

fociety report

That the

objects

upon which the Society

are

employed, particularly the

cotton branch, are undoubtedly of great importance to the ftate, and that,
for the fpecial reafons let forth in the memorial, a legiflative aid would at
this time greatly promote the defigns of the Society : They therefore offer
the following refolution

:

committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to lend to the committee of the manufacturing fund of the Pennjyhania Society, for promotpounds, as
ing manufactures and ufeful arts, the fum of
an aid to the faid committee in carrying on the defigns of their eftabliihment.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 14th laft, on the petitions of Jofeph
Baldwin, Jofeph Vandegrift, and Charles Bejfonett, relative to their bridges
.over Nefhaminy creek, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the feveral petitions of Jofeph
Baldwin and Jofeph Vandegrift, and Charles BeJJbnett, relative to the bridges

That

a

over Nefhaminy creek, report

That

C
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That they have heard the faid petitioners and their rfefpe&ive claims, and
although they are ready to acknowledge the merit and utility of Mr. Befonett's,
bridge, they conceive the other petitioners, Jofepb Baldwin and Jtfepb Vande*
grift, alio entitled to protection, as their property, handed down to them by
their anceftors, and functioned by different patents, has been greatly injured

by the eftablifhment of Mr.

Be]fo?ieti's bridge, and all they afk is, that their
equal protection with his.
This appears to your committee
no more than equal juftice, neither can they have any doubt or' the utility
of the bridge belonging to Baldwin and Vandegr'ft, when they coniider
the great proportion of cuftom it obtains, the relu&ance of the Grand Jury
of the county to find bills of indictment againft them, and the great number of very refpeclable petitioners of the neighbourhood in their favor, and
efpecially the certificates of the boatmen navigating faid creek
The committee therefore fubmit the following refolution
Rejblved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, to grant to Jofepb Baldwin and Jofepb Vandegrift the privilege
of erecting and fupporting a bridge over Nefoaminy creek, at the place called
Baldwin* Ferry, with a convenient draw for the paflage of boats and other
craft, and under proper regulations.
Ordered to lie on the table.

bridge

may have

:

:

A

motion was made by Mr. Lollar, feconded by Mr. Piper,

as fol-

lows, viz.

This Houfe having requefted the attendance of the Judges at the late
hearing between the parties on behalf of 'Jofepb Barnes and John Fi'cb, refpecting the report of the committee brought in this fefhon on their petitions, the Judges be now requefted to give their opinions in writing
Fir/I, How far, confiftently with law and the conftitution of the United
States, the faid report can be received as the foundation of an act upon the
:

occaiion.

Whether

of AfTembly, for the exclufive benefit of
law be annulled.
Thirdly, And even if they can be annulled, whether they can be affected,
altered, circumfcribed in their operation, or deftroyed by any power, except
by a direct law made efpecially on the occafion, clearly and pointedly deSecondly,

pofitive acts

individuals, can confiftently with

fcribing the act or acts lb intended to be affected, altered, circumfcribed or
deftroyed.

And

that this opinion be requefted to be delivered in

in order that

Houfe may haV£ time

the

on

to confider the

next,

fame

this prefent

leflion.

Ordered

The

"

"
**
**

"
"

to lie

on the

"

table.

An

empowering certain Trufees, therein named,
to fell and difpofe of a certain houfe and lot of ground, fituate in the town of
Eafton, and county of Northampton, and to appropriate the monies arifmg
from the Jale thereof towards the pur chafe of a parfonage or dwelling for the
minifler of the four Protejlant Evangelic Reformed German congregations,
to wit, that of Eafton, Bethlehem, Plainfield and Greenwich townfoips,
for the time being," was read the third time, and confidered by parabill,

entituled

Ac~l

graphs.
Ordered,
law.

That

it

be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
S

s

The

[
M
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A5l for compenfating Evan Owen, for juppfies
by him furnijhed the civil officers of Northumberland county in the year
" one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-fve," was read the third time, and
considered by paragraphs.

The

bill,

entituled

'

*'

Ordered, That
law.

it

be engroSTed, for the purpofe of being ena&ed into a

appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled '* An
ASi to appropriate divers funds, accruing and'growing due to this cornmon" wealth, towards the payment of the expences of government, and to provide
" a fund for other purpofes," which was read the Sirft time; and on motion,
and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub«

The committee

t(

liShed for confideration.

A

motion was made by Mr. Wynkoop, feconded by Mr. Schmyfer, in the

following words.:

That the following

Refolved,

addrefs to the citizens of this ftate be pub-

limed, as containing the fentiments of this Affembly on the expediency of
calling a Convention for the purpofe of altering the constitution of the com-

monwealth

:

To

the Citizens

of Pennfylvania.

not only in the nature of a free government, but by the Bill of
exprefly fecured to you, " an indubitable, unalienable
and indefeazible right to reform, alter or abolifli the government and

is

ITRights you have
"
"
"

conftitution of the ftate, in fucb manner as

you

Shall

judge raoft conducive

to the public weal."
As the General Ailembly of the commonwealth, we have " no power to
" add to, alter, abolifh or infringe any part of the conftitution j" but, " as
'* faithful honeft reprefentatives and guardians of the people," we deem it,
" according to the beft of our judgment and abilities," a material part of our
t* duty," to fubmit to your ferious coniideration fuch information and re-

be ufeful to you in determining for yourfelves Whether the
conftitution of the ftate ought to be altered and reformed. This information
has been obtained, and thefe remarks have occurred, in the execution of the
important truft with which you have honored us.
The conftitution of the United Slates has been, in the moft folemn
manner, adopted and ratified by you ; and every member of the Legislature,
as well as all executive and judicial officers of the ftate, muft be bound, by
oath or affirmation, to fupport that conftitution, although it is in fome imBut that
portant articles inconliftent with the conftitution of this ftate.
conftitution muft be predominant, any thing in our own notwithstanding.
Ought it tobe left to the dubious and perhaps the difcordant constructions
of Judges and other officers, to afcertain the particulars in which the one is
conceive it Should not; and that your
impliedly repealed by the other ?
voice, fo far as it relpecls Pennfylvania, is as neceifary to decide on this important fubjed, as it was in the original formation of your constitution.
The expences of the ftate have been and are unneceSTarily great under the
To obprefent conftitution, whole genius is not that of public ceconomy.
tain and to fecure that great principle of profperity, it is indifpenfably requi-

marks,

as

may

We

site

161

C

]

that caution, accuracy, order, moderation, inability and vigour,
reign, in making and in executing the laws.
iite

mould

Without intending an invidious application to perfons or times, we fubmit
your experience and reflection, whether thofe qualities are to be uniformly found in a legislature confiding of a fingle body of men, or whether,
it

to

on the contrary, precipitation and inconfiftency do not too often characterise
the proceedings of a legiflature thus formed, and retrained by no immediate
controul.

Did we incline to enumerate inflances in proof of our fentiments on this
head, they are not wanting. But we do not undertake the difagreeable tafk,
as we only mean to convey our ideas of the imperfections to which the Jyjlem
is liable.

This

is

a Subject fo familiar to

you

enlightened period of your afneed only be mentioned.
Having recently
at this

that, to be underftood, it
turned your attention to the fcederal fyftem, you are fully informed on this
head.
The government of the United States, under the late articles of confederation, conflfted only of a fingle branch.
The wiSeSt heads and the mofl
virtuous hearts in our nation have agreed in condemning this inefficient and
dangerous arrangement. You have feen, felt, and, to your never failing honor, have, with your compatriots of other ftates, remedied this radical imperfairs,

fection.

We

fubmit it, in the fame manner, to your experience and reflection,
whether the prevailing influence of the forementioned qualities is to be
expected from an Executive Body, numerous, unwieldy, chofen without
regard to the iuft principles of reprefentation, and acting without any efficiOr whether, on the contrary, intrigue, waSte of
ent perfonal refponiibility
public revenue, inattention to public property, and remiffhefs in the execution of the laws, may not too often mark the conduct of a body thus chofen
and constituted. We add here, that the good to be expected from fuch an
establishment will be diminished, and that the evils to be apprehended from
it will be increafed, by the^. erection of new counties, a meafure in other
:

refpects frequently neceSfary.
It is our duty to inform you, however difagreeable the intelligence maybe, that, notwithstanding the heavy taxes with which you have been burthened, the public debts, inStead of being leflened, have been augmented ;
and that, in the prefent Situation of our government, there is but too little

reafon to indulge the hope of an effectual and Stable reform.
Should your attention be turned to a Council of Cenfors,

—

we beg

leave

That fuch a Council cannot, under the constitution, meet for a
that they will not be elected on the true principles of
considerable time
fmalleSt
(the
county in the ftate chuflng an equal number of
reprefentation
members with the largeSt) that a minority, even thus unequally chofen,
may controul the fentiments of a majority that they w,'ll poffels a negative,

to remark

—

—

—
—

and that, if the refult of all thefe
before debate, on the voice of the people
inaufpicious circumltances Should happen to be favourable, Still near two
vears farther may elapfe between the fitting of the Council of Cenfors, and
the meeting of a Convention.
The interesting object is before you. It is yours to judge and, judging,
to act as you Shall deem it to be mofl conducive to the profperity and hap-

—

pinefs of the

commonwealth.
If

[
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fentiments be in favor of an alteration of the conftitution by a
Convention, adting immediately under your authority, we fugged: it to you,
whether you mould not take fuch fteps as will afford an opportunity of chufing a Convention at the next general election for members of Affembly, and
thereby prevent the trouble and expence of a feparate ele&ion.
If, however, you fhould be of opinion that the affairs of the ftate fhould
continue to be adminiftered under the prefent fyftem, we can only declare
our acquiefcence in your decifion, and that we muft, as iellow-citizens, in
common with you, fubmit to the inconveniencies refulting from it.
Ordered to lie on the table.
On motion of Mr. Clymer, feconded by Mr. Fitzfimons,
Ordered, That one hundred copies of the faid addrefs be printed, and distributed among the members of this Houfe.
On motion of Mr. Robinfon, feconded by Mr. Wynkoop,
Ordered, That the committee appointed February 7th, on the letter from
the Secretary at War, and the adt of Congrefs of the 12th Augujl laft, be
difcharged.
The report on the petition of Gabriel Coxe and others, read March 9th,
was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the fame be re-committed.
The report on the petition of Thomas M'Fall, read March 13 th, was
read the fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.
,

If your

Refolved,

That Thomas M'Fall have

leave to

withdraw

his petition.

The Houfe refumed

the confideration of the report on the petition of
together
with the refolution propofed by Mr. M'Lene and
Grizzel Robertfon,
Mr. Chapman, poftponed March 11th: Whereupon
Refolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be and they are hereby
requefted to fufpend the fale of the real eftate late of Robert Robertfon, deceafed, now under a judgment in favor of the commonwealth againft the
adminiftrators, during the life of Grizzel Robertfon, and that the petition of
Grizzel Robertfon be herewith transmitted to- Council.
The petition of Peter Schaffner, read March 1 2th, was read the fecond

time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the members from the county of Lancafier, to report thereon.
The petition of 253 inhabitants of the townfhips of Albany, Brunfwick,
Windlbr, and the Upper Divifion of Bern townfhip, in the county of Berks,
read March 7th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the members from Berks county, to report
thereon.

A

motion

made by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr.

was"

Fitzfimons, in the

following words, .«$»•

That

the following queftions be propofed to the Juftices of the
Supreme Court, and that their opinions be requefted thereon.
Whether it will be confident with the conftitution of this commonwealth
to pafs an adt, to authorife the granting of patents to original and true inRefolved,

l

ventors and difcoverers, for the excluiive rights and privileges of making,
conftrudting, ufing and vending boats, to be propelled through the water by
force of fire or ftearn, upon principles and in a manner, invented or to be
invented, fubftantially and eflentially different from any mode invented by

John

1*3
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John Fitch, an ad of Aflembly, entitukd " An A51 for granting and fe'* curing to John Fitch the Jole right arid advantages
of making and employing

"

the jleam boat by him lately invented, for a limited time," notwithstanding.
in all grants of excluhve privilege to inventors, the extent of

Whether,

the grant ought, on the principles of the constitution and found policy, to
be confined to the invention itfelr, or whether it may extend to the exclufive
privilege of inventing upon any given fubjecf, and to fecure to the grantee
the paft and future inventions of all other perfons fubftantially and effentially
different.

Ordered to lie on the table.
On motion,
Ordered, That Mr. Nevil have leave of abfence during the remainder of
the prefent feflion.

The Houfe relumed the confideration of the motion made this forenoon
by Mr. Lollar, feconded by Mr. Piper.
It was then moved by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Fitzfimons,

To poflpone the confideration thereof, in order to introduce the one propofed by the laft named members this forenoon.
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the pojlponement for the afore'
" faid purpofe
It

?"

—

was carried

The

original

—

in the negative.

motion made by Mr. Lollar, feconded by Mr. Piper, re-

curring.

was moved by Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Hoge,

It

To
"

flrike

Firjl,

out the

How far,

firft

queftion, viz.

confidently with law and the conftitution of the United
can be received as the foundation of an acf upon

States, the faid report

'**

"

the occafion I"

Which was

carried in the affirmative.

thereupon was moved by Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Lewis,
the faid motion, to read as follows, viz.
This Houfe having requested the attendance of the Judges at the late
hearing between the parties on behalf of Jofeph Barnes, Attorney to fames
Rumfey, and John Fitch, refpe&ing the report of the committee brought in
this feflion on their petitions,
Refolved, That the Judges be now requefted to give their opinions in
writing on the following queflion, viz.
Query. Can this Houfe, confiftently with the principles of law, juflice,
and the conftitution of this ftate, enatt a law upon the principles of the report before this Houfe, in the cafe contefted between John Fitch and James
It

i

To amend

Rumfey

?

Which was
Adjourned

carried in the affirmative.

until half paft nine o'clock

Saturday,
The Houfe met

On

March

to-morrow, A.

21,

1789.

M.

A.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

motion,

Ordered, That Mr. Reed have leave of abfence during the remainder of
the prefent feffion.

T

t

A

petition

:

:

i6 4

c
A

i

from Doctor Thomas Bond, read in the late Houfe of Affembly
March 22d laft, was prefented to the chair, read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from Bartholomew Van Heer, read in the late Houfe of Affembly March 4th, 1788, was prefented to the chair, read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed March 16th, on the petitions of Francis White
and Robert Rofs, made report, which was read; and on motion, and by
fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, and adopted, as follows,
petition

viz.

The committee

appointed to confider the petitions of Francis White and
Robert Rofs, debtors, confined in the gaol of Philadelphia county, have confidered the fame, and find that both the faid petitioners have been proceeded
againft according to the directions of the bankrupt laws.
That the faid Francis White now ftands committed by the commiffioners
(named in the commiffion iffued forth againft him) by virtue of the 14th
fection of the aft for the regulation of bankruptcies
That the faid Robert Rofs, not having received the certificate directed by
the aforefaid act, he being adjudged not to have complied with the directions thereof, has been confined by execution iffued at the fuit of one of his
:

creditors

The committee

of opinion, that an interference of legiflative authowho has been committed for non-complibefore
ftated, is now improper; and in the
ance with the bankrupt acts, as
cafe of Robert Rofs altogether unneceffary, as they are unacquainted with any
legal impediment to his difcharge under the laws for relief of infolvent
are

rity in the cafe of Francis White,
"

debtors

:

They thereupon fubmit

the following refolution, as proper to be adopted

by the Houfe, viz.
Refolved, That Francis White and Robert Rofs have leave to withdraw their
refpective petitions.

The committee

appointed yefterday, on the petition of Peter Sbaffner,

made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
Your committee, to whom was referred the petition of Peter Shajfner,

late

borough of Lancafter, fetting forth, that on the fettlement of his accounts with the commiflioners there appears a balance due
from him, which at prefent he is unable to difcharge but having a number
of public fecurities or certificates in his poffeffion to that amount, and praycollector of taxes for the

;

ing they may be received in fatisfaction of the faid debt, report the following refolution,
Refolved, That the prayer of the petition of Peter Shajfner cannot be
granted, and that he have leave to withdraw his petition.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed March 18th, to confer with a committee of
Council on the fubject of the ftate road leading from Bedford to Pitt/burg,

made

report,

which was

read, as follows, viz.

committee, appointed to confer with a committee of the Honorable the Supreme Executive Council upon the fubject of the ilate road between Bedford and the town of Pitt/burg, beg leave to report
That they found the feveral obje&s intended by the conference, on the
part of Council, were as follow

The

*

:
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To make

an eftimate of the necefTary expence which might accrue upon viewing, marking and laying out the road between Bedford and
Firfl,

Pittjburg.

To

the infufficiency of the refolution of this Houfe of the
2 1 ft of November laft, which authorizes the Supreme Executive Council to
draw upon the State Treafurer for the fums necefTary to defray the expence
of viewing and marking the faid road, while no fpecial provifion is made by
law for granting the fum necefTary upon this occasion.
Secondly,

ftate

'Thirdly, To ftate the necelTity of an immediate law for granting fuch a
fum, as this Houfe may judge necefTary to defray the expence of the bufinefs
above mentioned.
Upon due confideration of thefe feveral obje&s, your committee do moft
heartily concur in opinion with the committee of Council, that that part of
the ftate road between Bedford and Pittjburg doth claim the attention of
this Houfe, in preference to all other roads in diftant parts of the ftate :
Wherefore they beg leave to offer the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill for granting
the fum of
for defraying the expence of
viewing, marking and laying out the ftate road between Bedford and Pittf-

burg.

Ordered to

lie on the table.
following bills having been brought in engroffed, were feverally compared at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to fign the
fame, viz.
An
for compenfating Evan Owen, for fupplies by him furnifhed the
civil officers of Northumberland county in the year one tboufand feven hundred

The

ACT

and feventy-Jive.
empowering certain trujlees therein named to fell and difpofe of a
An
certain houfe and lot of ground, fituate in the town of Eafton, and county of
Northampton, and to appropriate the monies ari/ing from the fale thereof
towards the purchafe of a parfonage or dwelling houfe for the minifler of the
four Protejiant Evangelic Reformed German congregations, to wit, that of
Eafton, Bethlehem* Plainfield and Greenwich townjhips, for the time be-

ACT

ACT

for enlarging the time limited by the acJ, entituled " An Act
for facilitating the redemption of the bills of credit emitted in the year
" one thoufand {even hundred and eighty-one, and for redeeming part of
" the funded debt of this ftate ; for extending the time for patenting
*« lands which were located before the declaration of independency
and for
" giving a right of pre-emption to actual fettlers for procuring warrants for
•*'
lands by them occupied."
The report on the petition of Frances Budden, read yefterday, was read
Whereupon
the fecond time
Refolved, That Frances Budden have leave to bring in a bill, agreeably to
the prayer of her petition.

An

**

;

:

member

prefented to the chair a bill, entituled " An Act to enable the Jujlices of the Orphans Court to authorize and
*« empower Frances Budden to
fell and convey fo much of the lands and tene** ments
of her late hufband, James Budden, deceafed, as Jhall be necejary
" for the payment of his debts, and for other purpofes therein mentioned,"

Agreeably, to leave given, a

which

,

C
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and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read
;
and
confidered by paragraphs.
time,
fecond
the
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

which was read

lifhed for confideration.

The

report read yeilerday, on the petition of

John Heiifon, was read the

fecond time.
Ordered, That the confideration thereof be poflponed.
The committee appointed March 4th, on the petition of 162 inhabitants
of Heidleberg town (hip, in the county of Dauphin, made report, which was
read,

as follows,

viz.

The committee,

whom

to

was referred the petition from 162 inhabitants

of Heidleberg townmip, report

That the

act for erecting Dauphin county required the lines of faid county
and afcertained by the commiifioners therein named, or the major
part of them ; that two different lines have been run, to one of which three
of the five commiffioners (in the act named) have agreed ; that the conforYour committee,
mity of this line to the directions of the law is difputed
confidering the matter in difpute as moll properly coming before the judicial
department of government, offer a refolution, viz.
Refolved, That there is no caufe for legiflative interpofition in the cafe of
the difputed line of Dauphin county.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The report of the committee on the memorial of the manufacturing fociety, read yeilerday, was read the fecond time.
It was then moved by Mr. Clymer, feconded by Mr. Hiltzheimer
To poflpone the confideration of the refolution contained in the faid report,

to be run

:

in order to introduce the following in lieu thereof, viz.

That the Treafurer be directed to fubfcribe, on the part of the
100 fhares in the fund of the manufacturing fociety in the city of.
Philadelphia, placed under the direction of the perfons called the manufacturing committee, and that the Supreme Executive Council be authorifed
and directed to iffue their warrant or warrants for payment of the amount
of faid fubfcription, and that a fpecial committee be appointed to bring in a
Refolved,

ftate,

for

bill for

the faid purpofe.

Which was

carried in the affirmative, and the refolution propofed

by Mr.

Clymer and Mr. Hiltzheimer adopted.
Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Robin/on and Mr. Lollar be a committee,
to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The bill, entituled iC An
for erecting part of Cumberland county into
" a feparate county," was read the fecond time, and confidered by para-

AB

graphs.
Ordered,

That

it

be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

lifhed for confideration.

The
"

bill,

the plaintiff's

"

An

A51 to prevent the granting of fpecial courts on
application," was read the third time, and confidered by

entituled

paragraphs.
Ordered,

That

it

be engrofled, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

lav/.

Agreeably to leave given yeilerday, a member prefented to the chair a
entituled " An A.51 for raifing, by -way of lottery, the fum of Eight
" Thou/and

bill,

i6 7
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Thoufand Dollars, for defraying the expence of erecting a Common Hall
of Philadelphia," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

in

-« the city

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

on Monday next, A.

Monday, March 23, 1789.
The Houfe met

M.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

A

motion was made by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Wilcox,
To re-confider the report on the petitions of Francis White and Robert
Rofs, adopted March 21 ft, fo far as the fame reflects the cafe of faid Rofs.
Which was carried in the affirmative Whereupon
Ordered, That that part of the faid report be re-committed.
On motion of Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Maclay,
Ordered, That the committee on the petition of Jedediah Morfe, appointed
March 16th, be difcharged Whereupon
Mr. Lewis, in his place, read a bill, entituled " An A5l to fecure to
" Jedediah Morfe, and his heirs and ajjigns, the copy right of an American
" Geography, by him compiled," and having obtained leave, prefented the fame
to the chair, and the fame being read the firft time, was, on motion, and by
:

:

fpecial order,

And

read the fecond time.

in confidering the following paragraph, viz.

" Ee it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Reprefentatives of
«' the Freemen of the commonwealth of Pennfylvania, in General Affembly
" met, and by the authority of the fame, That the faid Jedediah Morfe, and
«* his heirs and affigns, mail, on his registering his name as author thereof,
of the faid book, in the Prothonotary's Office in the city of
Philadelphia, be, and they are hereby as fully fecured in the copy right of
** the faid American Geography, to all intents and purpofes whatfoever, as if
"* the fame had been printed and published within this ftate.
On the queftion, " Will the Houje agree to the fame?"—
*'

with the

title

"

—

was determined in the negative.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
f? ASl for the better regulation and fupport of the poor of Chefter county"
which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The report of the committee appointed to confer with a committee of
Council upon the fubjeft of the ftate road to Pittfburg, read March 21ft,
was read the fecond time Whereupon
Rejohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, for granting
f° r defraying the expence of
the ium of
viewing, marking and laying out the ftate road between Bedford and PittfIt

:

burg
Ordered, That Mr. Piper, Mr. Todd, Mr. Irwin, Mr. Mar/hall and Mr.
Philips be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.

»

"r,

U

u

The
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entituled " An A5l for granting trials at Niji Prius in the counwas read the third time, and confidered by paraPhiladelphia,"
ty of
graphs.
Ordered, That it be engrolTed, for the purpofe of being enadled into a

The

bill,

**

law.
appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
'* Acl to
qjjift the cotton manufaclures of this fate," which was read ; and on
and
by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, and conmotion,
fidered by paragraphs.
Orderea, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

The committee

lifhed for consideration.

Adjourned until half pafl three o'clock, P.

Eodem Die.

M.

P.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
An anfwer from the Honorable George Bryan, Efquire, one of the Juftices
of the Supreme Court, to the queftion propounded by this Houfe March
20th, in the cafe contefted between John Fitch and fames Rumfey, was
prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.

The anfwer

/George Bryan,

one of the Jufices of the Supreme Court, on

requefl of the Honorable General AJfembly

the

of Pennfylvania,

to the fol-

lowing quefion.

AC

O

MM TTEE
I

of the Honorable Houfe having propofed as a

refolve, viz.

" That a fpecial committee be appointed to bring in a bill, verting a
" power in the
of granting
" patents, and to fecure to original difcoverers and inventors, their heirs
" and affigns (any exifting law or laws to the contrary notwithstanding)
" -the exclufive right of and the benefit arifing from their difcoveries and
" inventions," this queftion is propofed to the Juftices of the Supreme
Court

" Can

Houfe, confiftently with the principles of law, jnftice, and
" the conftitution of this ftate, enact a law, upon the principles of the
" report before the Houfe, in the cafe contefted between John Fitch and
'* James Rumfey ?"
On considering the arguments which were ufed in the queftion before the
Houfe of Aflembly by the advocates of John Fitch and James Rumfey, it
appears to me that the acl of General Aflembly of this ftate, heretofore
pafled in favor of John Fitch, ought not to be difturbed by any new prothis

ceeding whatever.

The

Englifi Statute of the twenty-firft of James the Firft, chapter the
third, appears to have been well conudered, and to have been eftablifhed

upon very folid principles.
This acl: exprefly provides,

that former afts (which were then in force)

granting monopolies fhould remain undifturbed.
The rule is certainly a right rule, and for the beft reafons.

may

Former ads

have been obtained improperly, or the reafons for enadling them

may
not

E
known
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day

yet it is more for the intereft of the com;
by its own legillative grants, than to relume them even in.
cafes wherein they have been improperly made, unlefs indeed there be a very
great neceffity for fo doing ; becaule, if one man cannot rely on the faith
of government, neither can others.
It would be a very mifchievous thing
for any government to have its faith fufpecled.
The ftate, whofe legiflative
be
depended
cannot
on,
grants
mull fink into contempt. A few inftances

;not

be

munity

at

a future

to abide

will illuftrate this doctrine.

Divorces have been frequently granted, by laws made for the exprefs purLatterly, a cou c has been provided by aft of General Affembly for
pofes.
the decreeing of divorces in proper cafes, and under certain reftridtions.
What havock would enfue, if this court were enabled to re-examine and to
fet afide any of the divorces declared by the legiflature!
Some of the divorces fo made were, perhaps, improper, and at this day
the impropriety of them might appear to be greater than it was at the time
of granting them, for want of knowing the reafons upon which they v/ere
made, and the proofs upon which the legiflature proceeded. It appears to
me, that it would be highly dangerous to fuffer a new enquiry to be made
concerning any of them.
Title deeds, furmifed to be loft by the parties interefted in them, have
been fupplied by acts of General Affembly.
A court has fince been auinto
fuggeftions
enquire
of
this
thorifed to
nature, and to give remedy to
It would be dreadful, were this court authorized
the parties who luffer.
to look into the cafes included within thefe acts of Affembly, and to unravel
the titles.
" Quod fieri non debet, faclum •valet," is an excellent rule in fuch cafes.
The fact: is, that foolilh things are done by every government j many foolifh
grants are made.

Yet the wifdom of government cannot be impeached, without injury to
ftate, nor its moft abfurd grants be revoked, without arraigning at the
fame time its juftice and its wifdom.
Tens of thoulands of money would be a trifling facrifice, compared to
the

the lofs of character of the ftate.
But this is not all When a man has accomplifhed his purpofe, he flights
People, once poffeffed of a legifthe means which were ufeful to that end.
lative grant, take no care to preferve their evidence, fuppofing that all dif:

An

thus circumftanccd may be transferred, or the
grantee of a monopoly may have obtained credit upon the ftrength of the
Hence private injuftice would
interpofition of the Legiflature in his favor.
mifchief,
an
obfervation
public
which probably applies in
to
the
be added
He, I believe, has obtained credit upon his difcothe cafe of John Fitch.
very to the full value of its worth ; and if his fcheme fhould turn out at
length to be a bubble, as it is not impoffible it may, the ftate, by intermeddling, will facrifice its dignity, its juftice and its wifdom, to little purficulty

is

over.

eftate

pole indeed.
On the other hand, fhould Mr. Fitch's invention turn out to be as important as its fanguine promoters believe, it may be worth while for the
ftate to purchafe of the owners their exclulive claim ; but fhould it prove as
important as any fchemer can poflibly imagine, it would not in my opinion
compenfate the irreparable mifchief of violating the public faith.
I

am

[
I

am

term of
through
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Maryland has lately given to a private citizen, for a
monopoly of employing ftage-waggons on the poft-road
between the rivers Potowmack and Sufjuehanna; and that

told the ftate of
years,

the

chat ftate,

the ftate of Virginia has granted to Alexander Quarrier the fole right of
Notbuilding coaches within the ftate, for a limited fpace of time.
pretence
genius
be
no
of
or
invention
in
either
withil-anding there could
cafe, and although to a Pennfylvaman both thefe grants feem to be not only
improper, but extravagant, yet the Legiflatures of our fifier ftates might
have better reafons for erecting fuch monopolies than appear to us, who are
at a diftance.

I

venture to fay, that

ors to permit the refpedive

privileges during

common

monopolies

their feveral terms,

prudence will difpofe the grantwithout difturbance, their

to enjoy,

unlefs they be freely furrendered for a

price paid by the public.

Should the monopolies above mentioned be attended with fome inconvenience, the mifchief would be in a confiderable degree made up, by the lefTon
of caution thereby given to thofe who fhall hereafter exercife the authority
of granting privileges of this nature.
In confidering this fubjed I have looked over, not only the grant of this
flate to John Fitch, but that of February 1785, to Arthur Donnaldfon, of
the exclufive right to his Hippopotamas for feven years ; that of September
iySy, to George Wall, jun. for twenty-one years, of a new furveying inflrument, and fuch farther improvements as he might thereafter put to the
fame ; and alfo the ad of Aflembly of March 1787, in favor of Oliver Evans,
who had difcovered ufeful helps in the grinding and boulting of grain, the
profit of which he is to enjoy during fourteen years, unlefs the commonwealth pay him five thou/and pounds as a compenfation.
Upon the whole, for the foregoing reafons, I am of opinion that the report of the committee, before recited, ought not to be adopted by the
Honorable Houfe j and that (the faid grants to J. Fitch and others considered) it cannot be adopted, confiftently with the principles of law, juftice,
and the conftitution of this ftate.

„,.,,,,.

,

Philadelphia,

Ordered

,,

,

Q
230 March, 1789.

to lie

on the

GEO. BRYAN.

table.

appointed February 24th, to examine into the powers of
and the mode of tranfading bufinefs in that office,
Comptroller-General
the
made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee appointed to examine into the tranfadions of the office of
the Comptroller-General, report
That in the execution of that duty they have found it necefTary to con-

The committee

to two objeds, to wit, The general mode of -tranfading
of ftating and keeping the public accounts.
that
the bufinefs; and
Upon the firft head, they are informed that the accounts are examined by
the Comptroller, who makes fuch remarks thereon as he thinks necefTary,

fine their inquiry

which, together with the accounts and vouchers, are laid before the Executive
if they approve, and the
Council, who either approve or difapprove thereof
party is fatisfied, a certificate is iffued by the Comptroller for the balance in
fome inftances, in others the party is entitled to pa) ment at the treafury upon
an order of Council, which order mult be regiltered and certified by the
;

Comptroller;

;

I

W

]

Comptroller; if the party is diflatisfied with the fettlement, he may apply
by jury, or a reference, under the authority of the Court.
has
become
the pra&ice with Council latterly to appoint committees,
It

for a trial

to whom the accounts laid before them are referred, and the report of thefe
committees are put upon the minutes; they are then returned to the Comptroller's Office, and he indorfes and lays them by with the vouchers.
The
certificate iftued for the balance undergoes no infpection, nor can it now be
known whether fuch certificates agree with the balances, except by comparing each account with the regiftry of the certificate.
By the act of March 1786, the Comptroller is directed to take on loan
certificates of the United States, and to iffue certificates of this (late in lieu
thereof.
The act directs that the regiftry of fuch certificates, together with
thofe received, fhould from time to time (as they fhould require) be laid
before the Executive Council, to be compared, checked and examined.
Certificates for above Five Millions of fpecie dollars have been iflued ; but
as Council never made the requilition, no examination has been made.
We
were informed by the officer, that the calculations for reducing the continental certificates to fpecie value, and to afcertain the intereft thereon, were
all made by himfelf, and the names and fums filled up by him ; that the
certificates iflued for balances of accounts for the depreciation and commutation of the army were in like manner calculated and filled up by him,
without the intervention or controul of any perfon whatever.
It is the duty of this officer to adjuft and fettle the accounts of all the
officers of the ftate who receive public monies
but the committee had no
opportunity of informing themfelves how that part of the duty has been
executed.
It appears, however, to be extremely improper, that the adjuftfuch
ment of
numerous and important accounts, with the iflues of fuch
immenfe fums in certificates, lhould reft folely in the difcretion of an indiThey are of opinion that fome other perfon or board ought to have
vidual.
of them, to infure fafety and confidence to the commonwealth,
revifion
a
the mode ufed by Council in fome cafes appearing to be very imperfect.
With refpect to the methods ufed
ftating and keeping the public acthe
perceive
counts,
committee do not
that any official form of ftatement
has been ufed.
The Comptroller, upon his own view, makes fuch notes
on or deductions from the accounts as he judges neceflary. When fettled,
they, together with the vouchers, are indorfed and laid by, and this is the
only evidence that yet exifts of thefe fettlements, and printed copies of fome
The books of the office were (hewn to the comaccounts directed by law.
excepted) has yet been entered and fettled in
but
(one
mittee,
no account
them. Not an entry has been made in thofe books fince the year 1784.
To account for this omiffion, the committee were informed that the other
That
duties of the officer put it out of his power to attend to this part.
thefe duties have been very laborious, the committee can readily believe
but they are decidedly of opinion, that he would have been much more
ufefully employed in the general direction and fuperintendance of the bufinefs, than in the execution of the details, which might have been equally well
done by ordinary clerks, at the fame time that their examinations might in
a degree prevent errors or remove jealouly ; but they cannot conceive it to be
either equitable with refpect to the perfons who have fettled their accounts,
or confident with the honor of the ftate, that the evidence of fuch fettlements fhould remain on loofe papers or memorandums; much lefs can it be
pretended
X x
;

m
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pretended that the receipts and payments of the public revenue mould depend upon fuch documents.
The accounts, in the opinion of the committee, ought to be fo arranged
and kept, that the reprefentatives of the people could, whenever they
thought it neceffary, be able to judge of the ftate of them, and of the
conduct of thofe who adminifter them.
Under thefe impreffions, and with a view of remedying the prefent defects
in the constitution of the office of Comptroller-General, the committee recommend the following refolution
That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, authorizing the Supreme Executive Council to appoint an officer, whole duty it mall be to
methodize, ftate and keep the accounts of this commonwealth, for a falary
pounds per annum.
of
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled « An
:

" Acl

relating to Sheriffs,"

which was read the

firft

time, and

on the table.
appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" Act to amend an act, entituled " An Act for amending the penal laws of
" this ftate," which was read; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the
fame was read the fecond time, and coniidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pubOrdered

to lie

The committee

limed for confideration.

The

" An Act

a boarcLof appeal within the feveexonerations
grant
in cafes of militia fines,"
ral counties of this Jlate, and to
was read the third time, and in part confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
The bill, entituled " An Act for the more effectual collection of the poor
" tax in the city of Philadelphia, the dijlrict of Southwark, and the townflnps
" of Moyamenfing and the Northern Liberties, and to provide in a more con" venient and falutary manner for the coitfinement of diforderly perfons found
" and apprehended in the faid city, dijlrict and town/hips," was read the third
time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engrofled, for the- purpofe of being enacted into a
bill,

entituled

to efabli/h

"

law.

The

bill,

entituled

" An Act for

the incorporation of the College of

Phy-

"

ficians of Philadelphia," was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

law.

The bill, entituled " An Act for railing, by way <f lottery, the fum of
" Eight Thoufand Dollars, for defraying the expmce of erecting a. Common Hall
" in the city of Philadelphia," was read the fecond time.
And in
" And
*'

confidering the following paragraph, viz.
be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the faid
managers fhall have full power and authority to fell and difpofe of, to

" fuch perfon or perfons as fhall choofe to adventure in the faid lottery, the
" tickets of the middle column aforefaid, at the rate of Four Dollars each,
" for ready money, and not otherwife and upon the receipt of fuch fum
$

««

"

of Four Dollars fhall deliver to the adventurer one of the faid tickets,
figned by one of the managers, and cut out of the faid books, through
" the

2
31

1

C
**
"'

*'
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the faid oblique lines and devices, indentwife, to be kept and ufed for the
and fecuring his, her or their interefl: in the faid ticket
in cafe it fhould be fortunate."
better afcertaining

On

—"

Will the Houfe agree to the claiife f"
Mr.
called
by
were
M'Lene and Mr. Wright, and were
"Nays
the queftion,

YEAS.
i

George Clymer,

2 Thomas Fitzjimons,
3 Jacob Hiltzheimer,

4 Lawrence

Sickle,

5 William Lewis,
6 William M'Pherfon,

7

William Robin/on, jun,
8 Gerardus Wynkoop,

9 Richard Tho?nas,
io James Moore,
1

Mark

1

John M'Dowell,

Alexander Lowrey,
14 Henry Dering,
15 Thomas Clingan,

George Logan,

2 jfo6« Chapman,
3 Valentine Upp,
4 Ctf/W James,
5 Richard Downing, jun„
6 James Cunningham,
7 Michael Schmyfer,
8 Henry Tyfon,

16 Thomas Lilley,
l
7 Jonathan Hoge,
18 Jofeph Sands,
*9 Daniel Brodhead,
20 Peter Trexler, jun,
21 Conrad Ihrie, jun.

22 Stephen Balliot,
2 3 John White,
24 John Irwin,
26
27
28
29
3°

John Car/on,
Obadiah Gore,
Davifon.

Hugh

So

NAYS.
^5 Samuel Maclay,
16 James Barr,
17 James Mar/hall,
18 James Allifon,
19 Alexander Wright,

20 John
2

Gilchreejl,

Theophilus Philips,

9 David Mitchell,
10 Thomas Kennedy ,
1
Thomas Beale,
12 jfo^tf Ludwig,

22 James M'Lene,
23 James John/on,
24 Jacob Reiff,
25 Jonathan Roberts-,,
26 Jacob Miley,

13 y«fo^ Say lor,

.27

4

it

And

3^«

viz.

YEAS.

NAYS.

1

as follow,

2 5 William Todd,
Robert Lollar,
Peter Richards,

Wilcox,

1

1

— the Yeas and

Adam

Orth.

Piper,

was determined

in the affirmative.

in confidering the title of the faid bill,

was moved by Mr. Fitzjimons, feconded by Mr. Clymer,
To amend the fame, by inferting, after the word " Philadelphia," the
words " and Two Thoufand Dollars for the ufe of Dickinfon college, in the
It

" borough

On

<?/\Carlifle."

the queftion,

—"

Will the Houfe agree

to the

amendment ?"•—

was carried

in the affirmative.
the bill having been fully confidered by paragraphs,
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

It

And

limed for conlideration.

A

motion

*74
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motion was made by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Clymer, in the following words, viz.
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to repeal fo
much of any law as prohibits the exhibiting of any theatrical entertainments
in any college, fchool or other feminary of learning, by the ftudents in
any fuch college, fchool or feminary, under the direction of the Truftees,
Mafters or Teachers thereof, or with their anent or approbation.
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the fame f"
It was carried in the negative.
Adjourned until half paft nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

A

—

—

Tuefday,

March

24,

1789.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
A letter from his Excellency the Prefident of the Supreme Executive
Council was prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.

COUNCIL,
SIR,
In

Philadelphia,

March

24.(6,

1789.

IH A V E
"
«'

"

the honor to tranfmit to you, for the information of the Legiflature, the report of the commiffioners appointed by Council «« to
negociate and compleat the purchafe of the triangular piece of land lying between the weflern line of New-York, the northern line of Pennfylvania, and part of Lake Erie, from the Indians.''
General Butlers letter, recommending the grant of one thoufand or fif-

teen hundred acres of land to The Cornplanter, a Seneca Chief,

is

alfo tranf-

mitted.

/ have

the honor to be,

SIR,
With great

refpedl,

Tour mojl

obedient

and very humble fervant,

THOMAS MIFFLIN.
Honorable Richard Peters, Efquire,
Speaker of the General Ajj'embly.

And the feveral
The committee

papers therewith tranfmitted were alfo read.
appointed February 19th, on the petition of a

number of

the inhabitants of Lancajier county, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom the petition from Lancajier county praying a
reduction in the price of the lands in the new purchafe, and an exemption

from

was referred, report
appears to your committee the price is by no means too high, but
that an exemption from taxes for feven years would be proper, which they
conceive would prove a fufficient encouragement to people difpofed to betaxes,

That

come

it

adventurers.

They

J

C
They
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therefore offer the following refolution, viz.

That

committee be appointed
pofe of exempting from taxation, for
Refolved,

within the

new

a

March

fpecial

made

16th,

order,

to bring in a bill, for the pur-

years, purchafers of lands

purchafe.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee on claims, to
Rofs,

]

report,

whom was referred the petition of John
which was read; and on motion, and by

the fame was read the fecond time,

and adopted,

as fol-

lows, viz.

The committee on
report——

claims, on the petition of

John

Rofs,

beg leave to

That they made enquiry at the Comptroller General's Office, and find
that the petitioner has been paid and finally fettled with, and if he had not
received his pay, it could be fettled agreeably to acts already palled ; therefore

the application to this

leave to

withdraw

is

improper, and that he can only have

That John

Rofs have leave to withdraw his petition.
committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled

Refolved,

The

Houfe

his application.

" An

A51 for granting

the fum of one hundred pounds, towards the expence of
reviewing a?id laying out the fate road between the town of Bedford and
" Pittfburgh," which was read the firfl time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 13th laft, on that part of the mefTage
from Council refpecting a refervation of certain lands for the ufe of the ftate,
made report, which was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the
fame was read the fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.
The committee on that part of the meffage of Council, which refpedts
refervations of certain lands for the ufe of the ftate, report the following

**
'*

refolution, viz.

Supreme Executive Council be authorifed and rehereby authorifed and requested to direct locations
to be made and furveyed, for the ufe of the commonwealth, of lands at
Prefque Jfle, formed by Lake Erie, at Le Bceuf at the head of the navigation of French-Creek, at the mouth of Conewango, in the county of Allegheney, and at the fort of Venango, not exceeding at each place three thouAnd that
fand acres, and that this Houfe will provide by law accordingly
Council alfo be and they are hereby requefted to fet apart, and caufe to be
furveyed, the quantity of fifteen hundred acres, in the tract of country on
Lake Erie lately purchafed frorn the United States, for the ufe of the Seneca
Chief called Captain Abeel, or The Cornplanter, to be granted to him, and
his heirs and affigns for ever, in coniideration of his perfonal merit and attachment to this ftate.
The Houfe refumed the coniideration of the motion made March 19th
by Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Reed: Whereupon
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, for the purpofe of dividing and granting the refidue of the fixty
Si for the prethoufand acres of land referved by an act, entituled " An
" fent relief and future endowment of Dickinfon College, in the borough oj
i(
Carlifle, and county of Cumberland, in this fate, and for referving part of
11
the unappropriated lands belonging to this fate as a fund for the endowment

That

the

quefted, and they

are

Rojohed,

:

A

" of public

fchools,

agreeably to the forty-fourth fclion of the confitution of

Y"y

"

this

[

i.7*
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this commonwealth," paffed the feventh day of April, ij$6, to and amongft
fuch of the counties of this commonwealth, as heretofore have not been
endowed with public lands for the ufe of county fchools.
Ordered, That Mr. Robin/on, Mr. Chapman, Mr. Brodhead, Mr. Hoge and
Mr. M'Lene be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the forego-

*'

ing refolution.

"

A

Supplement to an aB, entituled " An Adt to efta" blilh a board of Wardens for the port of Philadelphia, and for other
" purpofes therein mentioned," was read the third time, and confidered by

The

bill,

entituled

paragraphs.

That

Ordered,

it

be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enadted into a

law.
**

"
"
"

AB

"

to enable the Jufices of the Orphans Court
An
authorize and empower Frances Budden to fell and convey Jo ?nuch of
the lands and tenements of her late hujband, James Budden, deceafed, as

The

entituled

bill,

to

necefary for the payment of his debts, and for other purpofes therein
was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
That
it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enadted into a
Ordered,

Jljall be

mentioned,"

law.

The

bill,

" warrants

And
It

entituled

"

An AB

to enable the

in the cafes therein defcribed,"

in confidering the

firft

Land

Officers to iffue re-locating

was read the third time.

enadting claufe,

was moved by Mr. Fitzf'mons, feconded by Mr. Maclay,

To

fubftitute another claufe in lieu thereof.

And

the fame being read,

It was,

On

motion,

Ordered, That the further confideration of the faid
claufe be poftponed.

bill

and propofed

The motion made by Mr. Wynkoop, feconded by Mr. Schmyfer, March
20th, containing an addrefs on the fubjedt of calling a Convention for the
purpofes therein mentioned, was read the fecond time.
It was moved by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Clymer,
To poftpone the fame, in order to introduce the following refolutions in
lieu thereof, viz.

Refohed, That in the opinion of this Houfe alterations and amendments of the conftitution of this ftate are immediately neceiTary.
And whereas, by the declaration of independence, it is declared as a felf
evident truth, " That all men are endowed by their Creator with certain
" unalienable rights ; that among thefe are life, liberty, and the purfuit of
" happinefs that to fecure thefe rights, governments are inftituted among
" men, deriving their juft powers from the confent of the governed
that
" whenever any form of government becomes deftrudtive of thefe ends, it
" is the right of the people to alter or to abolifn it, and to inftitute a new
" government, laying its foundations in fuch principles, and organiling its
" powers in fuch form, as to them fhall feem mod: likely to effedl their fafe" ty and happinefs :" And whereas it is alio declared by our own bill of
rights, " That government is or ought to be inftituted for the common be" nefit, protection and fecurity of the people, nation or community, and not
" for the particular emolument or advantage of any (ingle man, family or fett
" of men, who are a part .only of that community, and that the community
11
hath an indubitable, unalienable and indefeazible right to reform, alter or
;

;

"

abolifh

C

J
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abolim government, in fuch manner as mall be by that community judgto the public weal :" From all which, as well as from
the nature of fociety and the principles of government, it manifeftly appears
that the people have at all times an inherent right to alter and amend the
form of government, in fuch manner as they (hall think proper ; and alfo
that they are not and cannot be limited to any certain rule or mode of accomplishing the fame, but may make choice of fuch method as to them may
appear beft adapted to the end propofed.
And whereas the burthens and expences of the prefent form of government
are with difficulty borne, and various inftances occur wherein this form is
contradictory to the conftitution of the United States, which every member of the legiflature and all executive and judicial officers mult be bound by
oath or affirmation to fupport
circumftances which will not admit of the
delay of the mode prefcribed in the constitution
It is, therefore, further
Refolved, That it be and it is hereby propofed and earneftly recommended
by this Houfe, in execution of their truft as faithful, honeft reprefentatives
and guardians of the people, to the citizens of this commonwealth, that they
take this important fubject into their ferious confideration. And mould they
concur in opinion with this Houfe (it being the right of the people alone to
determine on this interefting queftion) that a Convention, for the purpofes of
revifing, altering and amending the conftitution of the ftate, is neceifary, it
is hereby fubmited to their decifion, whether it will not be moft convenient
and proper for them to elect members of Convention, of the fame numbers
and in the like proportions for the city of Philadelphia and the feveral counties with thofe of their Reprefentatives in Affernbly, on the day of the next
general election, at the places and in the manner prefcribed in cafes of elections of members of AlTembly by the laws of the ftate.
That this Houfe, on the pleafure of the people in the premifes being
fignified to them at their next fitting, will provide by law for the expences
which will necelfarily be incurred by the propofed Convention, and will, if
requefted, appoint the time and place for the meeting thereof.
And that
the Supreme Executive Council be, and they are hereby requefted to promulgate this recommendation to the good people of this ftate, in fuch way
and manner as to them fhall feem moft expedient for the purpofes herein
**

" ed moft conducive

—

—

intended.

Which was carried in the affirmative.
And the faid refolutions being by fpecial

order read the fecond time,
Will the Houfe adopt the faid refolutions?'
the Yeas
and Nays were called by Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Kennedy, and were as follow, viz.

On

the queftion,

—"

YEAS.

1

George Clymer,

2 Thomas Fitzfimons,
3 Jacob Hiltzheimer,

4 Lawrence

Sickle,

William Lewis,
6 William M'Pherfon,
5

7 John

Salter,

George Logan,
9 William Robinfon, jun.
10 Gerardus Wynkoop,
8

—

YEAS.

1 1

John Chapman,

Valentine Upp,
Samuel
Foulkc,
1
1 4 Richard Thomas,
15 James Moore,
1

2
3

1

6

Mark

Wilcox,

ij John McDowell,
S Caleb James,
19 Richard Downing, jun.
20 Alexander Lowrey,
1

YEAS.

1

[
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YEAS.

YEAS.

21 James Cunningham,
22 Henry Dering,

32 Jacob Saylor,

2 3 Thomas Clmgan,

34 y^/6« Irwin,
35 Alexander Wright,

33

24 Thomas Lilley,
25 Michael Schmyfer,
26 Henry Tyjon,
2 7 J°fepb Sana's,
28 Daniel Brodhead,
29 P^r Trex/er, jun.
30 Conrad Ibrie, jun.

y<?/6«

36 Robert hollar,
27 Jacob Reiff,
38 fV/tr Richards,
39 Jonathan Roberts,

40 yo/6« Car/on,
41 Obadiah Gore.

Stephen Balliot,

3

NAYS.

NAYS.
1

David Mitchell,

2 Thomas Kennedy,

1

Thomas Beale,
Hoge,
Jonathan
4
5 y<?/6« Ludwig,

4 James M'Lene,
5 James John/on,

6 j^zz Piper,
7 Samuel Maclay,

6

James Barr,
9 William Todd,
was carried

3^^ M/Yry,

7 ^</d/« 0//6.

8

it

James Marjhall,
James Allifon,

2 jfo&« Gilchreeft,
3 Theophilus Philips,

3

So

White,

in the affirmative,

and the refolutions adopted.

Adjourned until nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

Wednefday^
The Houfe met purfuant
The Houfe having, by

March

25,

1789.

A. M.

adjournment.
a refolution of the 20th inftant, requeued the
opinion of the Judges, in writing, on the following queftion, viz.
" Can this Houfe, confidently with the principles of law, juftice, and
" the conftitution of this ftate, enact a law upon the principles of the re" port before the Houfe, in the cafe contefted between John Fitch and
to

" James Rumfeyf"
Anfwers were this day received from his Honor the Chief
Judge Rujlo, which were read, as follow, viz.

To The Honorable

the House

of

Assembly

Juftice,

and

of the State of

Pennfylvania.

HAVE

taken the above queftion into ferious confideration, and would
premife, that he who trufts to a legiflative fecurity ought never to be
a loler ; but, at the fame time, that no monopoly or exclufive right granted by law to an individual or private company ihould be merely for their
benefit, having no regard to the public advantage, and that fuch a grant
ought to be fairly obtained. That any law, which militates againft the
rights of the original

and true difcoverers and inventors of any thing not
cramp genius, diicourage merit, and counteract the

before ufed, appears to

public

[

179

3

public good, and ought not therefore to be too fcrupuloufly refpedted by a
fubfequent Legiflature ; for general utility is the fupreme law.
In Great-Britain new difcoveries and inventions are fecured to the authors,
for a limited time, by charters or letters patent granted by the King, as the

Supreme Executive Power ; in Pennfyhania, by the General Affembly. If
the King has been deceived in his grant by untrue fuggeftions or otherwife,
it is voidable by fcire facias out of the Chancery
And fraud will vitiate any
adl, even judgments and decrees obtained in the temporal or ecclefiaftical
:

courts.
I have not been able to find a precedent of the repeal of an ac~t of Parliament granting an exclulive privilege, on the ground of its having been
obtained upon untrue fuggeftions or mifreprefentations, and muft therefore
form an anfwer to the queftion propofed from principles and analogy. I can
conceive, that a Houfe of Affembly here may be deceived, as well as the
King in Great-Britain, and upon the whole am of opinion,
That the Legiflature of Pennfyhania can, confidently with the principles of
law, juftice, and the conftitution of the ftate, enact a law upon the principles
of the report before the Houfe, in the cafe contefted between John Fitch and
"James Rumfey ; but that in fuch a law care fhould be taken, that the difcovery or invention of the thing privileged fhould be manifeftly beneficial to
the public, and fubftantially and effentially new ; and that if any controverfy
fhould arife thereupon, the fame fhould be put in fuch a train, that it may
lie tried without prejudice in a court of common law.

THOMAS
March

2\th,

K E A

N,

1789.

To the Honorable

HE

M

the General Assembly

of Pennsylvania.

by an act paffed the twenty-eighth day of March,
granted
to
John Fitch an exclulive right to the ufe of fteam and
178 7,
fire, fo far as the fame can or may be applied to the propelling boats, on
any navigable waters within the limits of Pennfylva?iia.
The preamble
recites, that he had reprefented to the Houfe his having invented a method
of urging or forcing a boat to fail againft the ftream by the means above
mentioned. The confideration, therefore, of the grant, or the inducement the
government had to give the exclulive right to "John Fitch, was, his difcovering a, certain mode of failing againft the ftream by the ufe of fteam and
Legiflature,

iire.

The law

veiling in

him

this exclulive right

is

in nature of a general cove-

if fuch reprefentation, on his part, be true, government, on its part, will fecure to him the exclulive right to his precife dfcovery, whatever that may be.
The particular conftruction of the boats, or
•in what manner the fteam is to be applied, does not appear in the act of
Affembly.
Should a liberal interpretation of the law be adopted, it ought
not therefore to give John Fitch any thing farther, than an exclufive right
to whatever he may have actually invented towards attaining the great object
of propelling boats againft the ftream
And indeed, as all laws ought to
receive a reafonable conftruction, it would be improper to give him any
thing more.
Suppofe
Z z

nant or warranty, that

:

[
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Suppofe 'John Fitch's reprefentation of his having made a difcovery for the
In this cafe I (hould
purpoie mentioned in the act to be entirely groundlefs
think, the caufe or consideration of the grant failing, the grant itfelf would
be merely void. Upon the fame principles I apprehend the grant to "John
Fitch (hould be confined to the identical difcovery he had actually made, at
the time of his application and grant.
The terms made ufe of in the act, it is true, are comprehenfive ; but
:

there are many inftances in the law, where general expreflions are reftrained
by the nature of the grant or fubject, and receive a more confined and rea-

fonable interpretation.
The feventh fe&ion

of the Statute of the twenty-firft of James the
Firft, chapter the third, does indeed provide, that that act (hall not injure any grant or privilege before made by act of Parliament, fo long as
In like manner, and on fimilar princithe fame fhall continue in force.
ples of juftice, the law propofed to be pafled by the refolve of the committee will, from the nature and defign of it, leave John Fitch in the entire and exclujive pojfejjion of fuch fpecific difcovery as he has actually made ;
and this I take to be the true intent and meaning of the aft of March 1787,
in his favor.

conclude the Houfe can, confiftently with the principles of law,
juftice and the constitution, enact a law upon the principles of the report before the Houfe, in the cafe contefted between John Fitch and
I

JACOB RUSH.

James Rumfey.
J
Philadelphia county,

Ordered

A

March

23d,

1789.

on the table.

to lie

prefented to the chair a tranfcript of the taxes aflefTed on the
perfons and taxable property within the county of Montgomery, for the

member

year 1788.
to lie on the table.
from Samuel Briggs was read, fetting forth, that he has invented
a machine for the making of fpikes, nails and gimblet irons, and praying
the exclufive right of manufacturing the fame may be granted him for a
term of years.
Ordered to lie on the tabic.
A petition from Jofeph Perkins and Abraham Morrow was read, praying
this Houfe to direct payment of their accounts for repairing the arms of the

Ordered

A

petition

militia
this

of the -unappropriated funds of
and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fe-

of the county of Philadelphia, out

ftate

;

cond time.
be referred to Mr. Hiltzheimer, Mr. Robert/on and Mr.
hollar, to report thereon.
The committee of accounts made report, which was read, as follows,
Ordered,

That

it

viz.

The committee

of accounts report
received of the State Treafurer, in the bills of credit
emitted by act of Aifembly of the 16th of March, 1785, on loan, and paid

That they have

into

,8.

[
by the Loan

into the Treafury
bills

Officer,

the

of the following denominations, viz.
bills of titoenty fallings each,
1 200
ditto
of fifteen Jbillings each,
2000
400 ditto of ten Jbillings each,
400 ditto of five Jbillings each,

]
fum o£

three thoufand founds, in

£1200

-

-

£

1500
200
100

o
o
o
o

o
o
o
o

3000

o

o

All which bills your committee have examined, counted, burned and destroyed, agreeably to law.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee on claims, on the petition of George P. Gruber, made
report, which was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was
read the fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.

The committee on

claims report

That they have had under their confideration the petition of George P.
Gruber, and find that he left the army in the month of April, 1780, and it
does not appear he afterwards rejoined it, and therefore is not entitled to
any compenlation They therefore recommend,
That George P. Gruber have leave to withdraw his petition.
The report of the committee on the petition of 162 inhabitants of Heidleberg townfhip, in Dauphin county, read March 21ft, was read the fecond
WhereuDon
time
i
:

•

:

That there is no caufe for
the difputed line of Dauphin county.
Refolved,

The
March

legiflative interpofition in the cafe

of

of the committee on the petition of Peter Shaffner, read
was read the fecond time: Whereupon

report
2

1 ft,

Rejblved, That the prayer of the petition of Peter Shaffner cannot be
granted, and that he have leave to withdraw his petition.
The report of the committee on the letter from the Prelident reflecting
the repairs of the State-Houfe, read March 20th, was read the fecond time:

Whereupon
That the Supreme Executive Council be requefted

have the
neceflary repairs done, by contract, to the State-Houfe, and the wings thereof, and to draw their warrant or warrants on the State Treafurer, for any
fum or fums not exceeding eleven hundred pounds in the whole, for that
Refolved,

to

purpofe.

The Houfe refumed the confideration of the report on the petition of
Benjamin Mavy, poftponed February 16th.
And on the queftion, " Will the Houje adopt the fame ?"

—

It

was carried

—

in the negative.

The Houfe refumed

the confideration of the report on the petition of John

Whereupon
Heivfon, poftponed March 21ft.
Rejblved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, to authorize the Supreme Executive Council to draw an order or
orders on the Treafurer of this ftate for the fum of two hundred pounds, to
be paid to the faid John Heivfon, callico printer and bleacher, out of the
appropriated for fuch purpofes, in four inftalments, he giving lufficient fecurity that faid monies fhall be applied to his occupation or employ-

money

ment

C
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and bleacher, and alio he giving fufficient fecurity
years.
for the re-payment of faid money within
Mr.
and
That
Mr.
Mr.
Bailiot
M'Lene be a committee,
Hoge,
Ordered,

ment of

callico printer

to bring in a bill agreeably to the foregoing refolution.
The report of the committee appointed to examine into the

powers of the
Comptroller-General, and the mode of tranfacting the bulinefs in that office,
Whereupon
read March 23d, was read the fecond time
It was moved by Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Mitchell,
To poftpone the faid report, in order to introduce the following motion
:

in lieu thereof, viz.
is the duty of the government of this commonwealth to take
meafure
to check and examine the proceedings of the feveral
every proper
officers thereof, and to afcertain, upon the plaineft evidence, that the public, as well as individuals, fuftain no damage from their conduct:
And
the
notwithstanding
proceedings
of
Comptroller-General
the
whereas,
in
the fettlement of accounts are laid before the executive authority of the
ftate, in the refpective fettlements of the accounts of the commonwealth,
fo that no ground of jealoufy can exifl on that head, yet he hath, in addition to the fettlement of accounts, been entrufted, by fundry acts of the
Legiflature, to iflue certificates without controul, which are payable to affignees and bearers, for the depreciation of the pay of the army and navy,
for the New-Loan debt, and for balances due by the ftate on accounts fetAnd whereas the granting of certificates of depreciation as aforefaid
tled
terminated in April 1787, and that of the New-Loan ended the 1 ft of
March 1783, fo that a period is put to the faid bufinefs, fo far as refpects
And whereas a great proporthe iffiie of the faid two claffes of certificates
tion alfo of the certificates have been iffiied for the balances due as aforefaid, and it is juft, proper and neceffiary, that an examination fhould take

Whereas

it

:

:

place, as well to fatisfy the

good people

cation of the conduct of the officer in

interefied therein, as for the justifi-

whom

this

important

truft

hath been

repofed, by enquiring whether the certificates agree with the accounts for
which they have been iffued, and whether no other or greater amount

whether the continental certificates
correfpond with the amount of the certificates delivered out for
them, checking the whole by the entries thereof made at the treafury on
payments of intereft And whereas the laws direct thefe accounts and tranfactions fubject to the infpection and examination of the Supreme Executive
Therefore Refohed, That the ComptrollerCouncil from time to time
General be directed immediately to lay the fame before the Supreme Executive Council, or a committee of that board, for their examination and fettlement.
And whereas it appears, from the reprefentafion of the committee, that
the books of the Comptroller's Office have not been brought up to the prefent time, and he hath reprefented the multiplicity of his bufmefs, and his
want of further affiftance to perform the fame And whereas more bufinefs
hath been lately put upon him Therefore Refohed, That he be allowed the
fame fum for clerks wages as hath been allowed to each of the officers of
the Land Office for their clerks, and that a committee be appointed to bring
in a bill for that purpofe.
Refohed, That the books aforefaid be laid before the Legiflature, or a committee thereof, as they may direct, at their next fefiion.
againft the ftate hath been granted; and

received

:

:

:

:

On

3
1

l8 3

C
On

]

—"

Will the Houfe agree to the pojlponement for the aforethe Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. M'Lene and Mr.
faid furpofc i"
Beale, and were as follow, viz.
the queftion,

—

-**

YEAS.
i

David

YEAS.

Mitchell,

2 Thomas Kennedy ,
3

4
5

6

7
8

9

Thomas Beale,
Jonathan Hoge,
J°fepb Sands,
John Ludivig,
John Piper,
James Barr,
John Irwin,

Robert Lollar,
Peter Richards,
9 Jacob Miley,
20 Adam Orth.

NAYS.
19 Richard Downing, jun.
20 Alexander Lowrey,
.21 James Cunningham,
22 Henry Dering,
23 Thomas Lilley,
24 Michael Schmyfer,
25 Henry Tyfon,
26 Daniel Brodhead,
27 Peter Trexler, jun.
28 Conrad Ibrie, jun.
29 Stephen Balliot,

Sickle,

5 William Lewis,

6 William M'Pherfon,
Salter,

George Logan,
9 William Robinfon, jun.
io Gerardus Wynkoop,
8

John Chapman,

12 Valentine Upp,
Samuel Foulke,
1
1 4 Richard Thomas,
l$ James Moore,
1 6 Mzr/J Wilcox,
xy John M'Dowell,
1 8 C<z/W James,
So

it

was carried

Gilchreejl,

James M'Lene,

i
George Clymer,
2 Thomas Fitzfimons,
3 Jacob HUtzheimer,

1

Alexander Wright,
Theophilus Philips,

NAYS.

7 John

3

4 ^o^k

io William Todd,

4 Lawrence

2

James Marjhail,
James Allijon,

i

30 j^tt^ Say lor,
3 1 Samuel Maclay,
32 j^w White,
33 Jacob Reiff,
34 Jonathan Roberts,
35 Obadiah Gore,
36 Hk£/6 Davifon.

in the negative

w.

And the original refolution contained in the report recurring,
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, authorifing
the Supreme Executive Council to appoint an officer, whofe duty it mall be
to methodize, flate and keep the accounts of this commonwealth, for a falary
of
pounds per annum.
It was moved by Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,
To infert, after the word " commonwealth' ', the words " in future"
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the faid amendment f"

—

It

was carried

—

in the negative,

And

the original refolution reported by the committee adopted.
Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Fitzfimoiis, Mr. Logan, Mr. Johnfon
and Mr. Lollar be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the faid
refolution.
1

A

The

[

i*4

]

The bill, entituled " An Acl to repeal fo much of any acl or ac~is of AJfem" bly of this commonwealth, as directs the payment of the intereji on the New
" Loan debt beyond the firjl day of April next, and for other purpofes therein
(e

mentioned," was read the third time.
in confidering the following paragraph, viz.

And

" Be

it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Reprefentatives
of the freemen of the commonwealth of Pennfylvania, in General Af" fembly met, and by the authority of the fame, That the intereft due and to
5'
grow due upon all and every the certificates iffued by the Comptrollers Ge" neral in purfuance of the laid act of Affembly of the firft of March, one
" thoufand feven hundred and eighty-fix, and of the fupplement thereto of
" the twenty-eighth of March, one thoufand feven hundred and eighty- feven,
" commonly called new loan certificates, lhall be paid up to the firft day of
" April now next coming, in the manner and form by the faid recited act
" of the firft of March, one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-fix, directed
" and fpecified, and no longer ; and that to fecure the payment thereof, all
«* and every the fum and fums of money which at the time of the pafling
" of this act fhall be in, or which fhall hereafter come into the treaiury of
" this ftate, arifing from the duties and imports laid upon the importation of
" goods, wares and merchandizes, into this ftate, by any acts of the Affem" bly thereof (except the duties and imports laid by an acl parted the twen" tieth of September, one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-five, commonly
" called the protecting duties) fliall be, and they are hereby appropriated,
" folely and exclufively, to the payment of the faid intereft up to the faid
*« firft day of April next,
until the whole thereof fliall be fully paid and
" difcharged ; and that fo much of all and every acl: and acts of the Ge" neral Affembly of this ftate, as directs or fecures the payment of inte" reft on the faid new loan certificates beyond or accruing after the faid firft
'* day of April next, fliall be,
and the fame is and are hereby repealed and
" declared null and void."
It was moved by Mr. Fitzjimons, feconded by Mr. M'Pher/on,
To poftpone the confideration of the faid paragraph, in order to introduce
the following in lieu thereof, viz.
" Be it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Reprefentatives
" of the Freemen of the commonwealth of Pennfylvania, in General Af*« fembly met, and by the authority of the fame,
That the intereft due and
" to become due and payable upon all and every the certificates iffued by
" the Comptroller General, in purfuance of the faid recited acts, or either
" of them, fliall be paid up fo as to compleat the payment of intereft to
" four years ; and that fo much of every act or acts of General Affembly,
" as directs or fecures the payment of the principal fum or fums in the faid
" certificates or any of them mentioned, or of the intereft thereof, beyond
" the term of four years, fhall be and the fame is hereby repealed and made

»«

:

"

null and void."

On

ct

—

" Will the Houfe agree to the pofponement jor the aforethe queftion,
faid purp ofe ?"
It was carried in the affirmative, and the propofed paragraph adopted.

—

And in
And

debating the following paragraph, viz.
in order to entitle the holders of the faid new loan certificates
" to demand and receive from the treafury of the United States, the print* cipal and intereft to them refpe£Uvely due and accruing after the faid
"'*

"

firft

,
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firft day of April next, in fuch manner as the Congrefs fhall appoint, or
" otherwise, it ii hereby enadted by the authority aforefaid, That the Comp" troller General of this ftate (hall, and he is hereby authorifed, enjoined
" and required, upon the requeft of the holder and holders of any of the
" faid new loan certificate or certificates, producing and offering the fame
" to him, to receive the fame, and to deliver to fuch holder and holders
" all and every the certificate and certificates of the United States, which
" -were delivered to him at the time of iffuing fuch new loan certificates

*f

!'«

in lieu

thereof,

firft

endoriing on the faid Continental or United States

" certificates all and every fum and funis of money which fhall have been
" paid for or towards the intereft on the principal fum due thereon, by
" virtue of the faid ads of Affembly, and rendering the indorfements of
paid uniform on

•*

intereft

"

certificate

"*'

**

regular entries, in a
tificates

the certificate or certificates received with the

or certificates delivered out in

which he

book or books
fhall

exchange therefor, and keeping

to be kept for the purpofe,

of the cer-

receive into his office, and deliver out in purfu-

ance of this act, in the like manner and form, and copies thereof fhall
be laid before the Supreme Executive Council from time to time, as the
" faid Council (hall require, the fame, together with the original certificates
" fo by him received, to be compared with the faid books, and checked and
" examined in fuch way as by the ninth fedtion of the faid recited adt of
" the firft of March, one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-fix, is diredt" ed, appointed, required and provided."
It was moved by Mr. Fitzjinmis, feconded by Mr. Lewis,
To poftpone the consideration of the faid paragraph, in. order to introduce
the following in lieu thereof, viz.
" And whereas many who have exchanged the certificates of the United
" States, for certificates iffued by this ftate in lieu thereof as aforefaid, may
" be defirous of taking back the fame, or other of like value, and it is juft
" and reafonable that they fhould be at liberty fo to do
And whereas diffi" culties may arife in equalizing the intereft paid by this ftate to the holders
" of the faid certificates, iffued in purfuance of the faid recited acts or either

*'
«'*

:

" of them, with the intereft received by this ftate from the United States
" Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the Prefident
:

" or Vice-Prefident in Council fhall be, and they are hereby authorifed and empowered to caufe, in fuch mode and manner, and under fuch
" regulations as to them may feem beft, all fuch certificates as have been
" loaned to this ftate -in purfuance of the faid recited adts, or of either of
" them, or other certificates to the like amount, on the holder or holders
" of the certificate or certificates iffued by this ftate in lieu thereof as

'"

returned or delivered to him or them,
of the Comptroller General, in certificates fo as aforefaid loaned to this ftate, or in fuch as have been received in the land office
of this ftate; provided that no certificates fhall be fo returned or delivered,

<s

aforefaid applying therefor, to be

"
"
f
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

through the

office

paid by this ftate on the certificate or certificates iffued
by this commonwealth as aforefaid fhall be equalized, and the overplus
or balance beyond what has been in every fuch cafe received by this ftate
from the United States fhall be repaid, in indents of the United States,
until the intereft

.

the Comptroller General, for the ufe of this ftate ; and in every cafe
where this ftate fhall have received more intereft from the United States

to

than fhall have been paid on the certificates fo as aforefaid iffued by this

"

ftate,
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J

the Comptroller General fhall, and he

" fuch overplus, in indents of the United
" of fuch certificates."
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree

—

'*

hereby required to pay

is

States,

to the

to the holder or holders

pojiponement for the afore-

?"
faid purpofe
It

was carried

in the affirmative,

and the propofed paragraph adopted.

the faid bill having been fully debated by paragraphs,
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

And
law.

Adjourned

until three o'clock, P.

M.

Eodem Die.

P.

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
The committee appointed for the purpofe
John Hewfon

M.

reported a

bill,

entituled

"

An

and carry on the bufnefs of callico
-" printing and bleaching within this
fate" which was read and on motion,
and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, and confidered by
'*

Ac~l to

enable

to

enlarge

;

paragraphs.
Ordered,

That

it

be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

lished for confideration.

fo much of an aSl, entituled " An
" Act for raifing and collecting of money on the fpecified articles therein
" mentioned, for the fupport of government, and for other purpofes therein
" mentioned," as impcfes a tax on the owners or poffeffors of any riding car" riages, other than coaches, chariots, phatons, or other four wheeled chaifes,"
was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
law.
The Houfe refumed the confideration of the bill, entituled " An At~l to
" efablifj a board of appeal within the feveral counties of this fate, and to
" grant exonerations in cafes of militia fines," and having confidered the fame
by paragraphs,
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
law.
The bill, entituled " An Ail to regulate fences, and to afcertain a mvde
" of proceeding in cafes of cattle trefpaffing," was read the fecond time, and
confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

The

bill,

entituled

"

An

A5l

to repeal

lished for confideration.

The bill, entituled " An ASl to appropriate divers funds, accruing and
" growing due to this commonwealth, towards the payment of the expences of
" government, and to provide a fund for other purpofes," was read the third
time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
law.
The bill, entituled " An Act for raifing, by way of lottery, the fum of
" Eight Thoufand Dollars, for defraying the expence of erecling a (Common
" Rail in the city of Philadelphia, and Two Thoufand Dollars for the life of-

" Dickinfon

[

*%i

]

"

Dickinfon College, in the Borough of Carlifle," was read the third time,
and conlidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroiTed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

law.

The

A

Supplement to the feveral laws of this commonrefpeEling attachments," was read the fecond time, and confidered
by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pubbill,

**

entituled

" wealth

limed for confideration.

"

An Ac! to ajjijl the cotton manufaBures of this fate,"
was read the third time, and conlidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
The

bill,

entituled

law.

The Houfe refumed the confideration of the bill, entituled " An Ac~l to
enable the Land Officers to ijfue relocating warrants in the cafes therein de~

"
cc

fcribed."
And in considering the following paragraph, viz.
" Be it enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Reprefentatives of the

Freemen of -the commonwealth of Pennfylvania, in General Affembly met,
M and by the authority of the fame, That the Secretary of the land office,
" on a certificate being produced to him from the Deputy-Surveyor of the
" diftrici wherein the lands in fuch unfatisfied warrants lie, together with
" a regular chain of title, if other than the original warrantee fhall claim
" the benefit of this act, exprefly mentioning the warrant under which
" the land defcribed in fuch unfatisfied warrant was taken away, fo that no
*'

land hath been or could have been with juftice or propriety furveyed
under fuch unfatisfied warrant, fhall iffue, and he is hereby impowered
" and directed to iffue a new or relocating warrant for a tract: or tracts of
« land, equal in quantity to that mentioned in fuch unfatisfied warrants,
" particularly defcribing the lands granted by fuch relocating warrant, and
" locating the fame within the purchafe made of the Indians in or previous
*' to the year
1768, which, on payment of the legal fees, and being fent to
" the Supreme Executive Council, fhall be figned and executed, in like man" ner with other warrants on which the purchafe monies have been paid to
" the Receiver-General."
It was moved by Mr. M'Le?ie, feconded by Mr. Mitchell,
To poftpone the confideration of the faid paragraph, in order to introduce
the following in lieu thereof.
" And whereas in many cafes it appears by the Receiver-General's books,
" on the fettlement of accounts previous to the granting of patents, that
" there is not io much land returned in the furvey as was paid for at iffuing
" the warrants, and it being ^eafonable and jufr. that fuch perfons fhould

*'
t(

" have

a compenfation in other lands
Be it therefore enacted, and it is
" hereby enacted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen of the common" wealth of Pennfylvania, in General AiTembly met, and by the authority
" of the fame, That where any perfon has or hereafter fhall pay money
" to the Receiver-General of the land office, as purchafe money of land
:

" which he cannot fully have furveyed, as located in fuch warrant or grant,
" by reafon of furveys being duly made and returned upon prior warrants
•' or
other office rights, fuch perfon, upon a certificate being produced to
" the Secretary of the land office from the Deputy- Surveyor of the diftrici:
" wherein
3 B

[
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wherein the lands in fuch unfatisfied warrants lie (together with a regular
chain of title, if other than the original v/arrantee fhall claim the benefit
of this act) exprefly mentioning the prior warrant or other office right
under which the land defcribed in fuch unfatisfied warrant or grant was
furveyed, (hall be deemed and allowed to have paid fo much money or
furplus money (as the cafe may be) into the land office, and may apply
faid money either to the fettlement of any unfettled account fuch perfon
may have in the Receiver-General's office, or to the purchafing of any
unappropriated lands within this ftate, according to the laws and cuiloms
of the land office for the time being."
Adjourned until nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

Thurfday,

March

26,

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
The committee appointed yefterday, on

1789.

A.

M.

the petition of Jofeph Perkins.

and on motion, and
and Abraham Morrow, made report,
;
by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom the petition of Jofeph Perkins and Abraham
Morrow was referred, report
That it appears the faid petitioners were employed to repair the public
arms ufed by the militia of the ftate j that the Supreme Executive Council
have drawn warrants, payable out of the militia funds of the city and county
of Philadelphia, but that money is not in the hands of the Treafurer to
fatisfy the fame ; that the Executive are not authorized by law to draw on
any other fund
Your committee are of opinion, that the deficiency of the militia fund
is in a great meafure caufed by the act fufpending the collection of militia
Tines, whilft individuals employed by the public are thereby detained out of
the payment they had an unquestionable right to expect: for their labours,
and it is highly probable they muft much longer be detained, unlefs fome
other means be taken for their relief: The committee therefore fubmit a

which was read

:

refolution,

That a committee be appointed to report a bill, to enable the Supreme
Executive Council to draw on the State Treafurer, in favor of Jofeph Perand in favor of Abraham Morrow,
kins, for
,
being the amount of their demands upor
,
for
this commonwealth, as fettled by the Comptroller-General.
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the fame ?"
It was carried in the negative.
On motion of Mr. Fitzfimons, feconded by Mr. Wynkoop,
Refolved, That the Comptroller- General inform this Houfe to what times
the Lieutenants of the city of Philadelphia and the feveral counties of the
ftate have fettled their accounts.
The committee appointed March 5th, on the memorial of William Moore,

—

Efquire,

made

report,

The committee on

—

which was

read, as follows, viz.

the memorial of William Moore, Efquire, report
That the cafe of Mr. Moore appears a very hard one, in which, however,
in the opinion of the committee, the Houfe have it not in their power to
grant relief; for, independent of other considerations which might make
the propriety of it queftionable, the prefent impoverifhed ftate of the fi-.
nances

:

C
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nances would by no means admit of it
The committee therefore offer the
following refolution
That Mr. Moore have leave to withdraw his memorial.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed March 17th, on the petition from fundry inhabitants of the townfhip of Shippcnfburg, in Cumber/and county, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of fundry of the inhabitants of Sbippenjburg townfhip, in Cumber land county, report
That they have attended to that duty, and are of opinion that the law
that afcertains the boundary line between Franklin and Cumberland counties
Therefore offer the followis not {o clear and exprefiive as it ought to be
:

:

:

ing refolution
Refolved,

:

That

into a law, to fix

committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
and eftablifh the original line between Lurgan and Hopebe the boundary line between Franklin county and Cum-

a

well townfhips to
berland county, excepting all that trad of land belonging to Edward Shippen,
Efquire, whereon the town of Shippenjburg is erected, which (hall be and
remain in the county of Cumberland.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee, to whom was re-committed, March 5th, the report on the
petition of David Miller, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
Your committee, to whom was referred the petition of David Miller, of
Cumberland county, beg leave to report
That a well regulated ferry over Juniata, at the mouth of Raccoon creek,
would be of great public utility, as it is on the great road laid out and leading from Carltjle to Sunbury and many of the back counties, and are of opinion
that David Miller, on the north fide of Juniata river, and the owners of
the land on the fouth fide of faid river, at the mouth of Raccoon creek,
ought to be indulged to land each on their oppofite fhore of faid river
Therefore
Rejolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, enabling
David Miller and the owners of land at the mouth of Raccoon creek to
erect and keep a ferry acrofs Juniata river, and to land each on their oppofite fhore.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The Houfe refumed the consideration of the bill, entituled " An Act to
" enable the Land Officers to iffue re-locating warrants in the cafes therein de" Jcribed;" and
On motion of Mr. Lowrey, feconded by Mr. M'Lene,
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poflponed until next
feflion.

«'

in

" An Act

meadows on the ifand of Tinicum,
the county of Chefter," was read the fecond time, and confidered by

The

bill,

entituled

relating to

paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith published for confideration.
The bill, entituled ** An Act to amend an act, entituled " An Act for
'< amending the penal laws of this flate," was read the third time, and confidered

by paragraphs.

And

958
2

[
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]

the queftion,— " Shall the fame be engrojfed, for the purpofe of bethe Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. Logan
ing enafted into a law
and Mr. Wynkoop, and were as follow, viz.

And on

V—

xt

YEAS.

YEAS.
George Clymer,
1
2 Thomas Fitzfimons,
3 "Jacob Hiltzbeimer,

25 P<tffr Trexler, jun.
26 Conrad Ihrie, jun.

4 Lawrence

28 facob Say lor,
29 y<j;6/z Riper,
30 JoZw White,
31 fames Barr,

27 Stephen

Sickle,

5 William M'Pherfon,

6 Gerardus Wynkoop)

7 John Chapman,
8

Irwin,
33 fames Marfoall,
34 Alexander Wright^

Vale fit ine Upp,

32

9 Richard Thomas,
io fames Moore,
1 1

Mark

1

John M'Dowell,

y<?/6#

35 j^a Gilchreejl,
36 Theophilus Philips,

Wilcox,

37 fames M'Lene,
38 fames fohnfon,

13 Caleb fames,

14 Richard Downing, jun.
Alexander Lowrey,
1
16 fames Cunningham,
17 Henry JDering,
Thomas Lilley,
1
Michael Schmyfer,
1
20 Henry Tyfon,
21 fonathan Hoge,
22 fofeph Sands,
2 3 Daniel Brodhead,
24 y^^ Ludwig,

39 Robert Lollar,

40 facob
42
43
44
45
46

fonathan Roberts,
facob Miley,

Adam

.7°^ Car/on,

Obadiah Gore,
Davifon.
,47

NAYS.
5

it

Ordered,
law.

A

letter

which the

That

Mitchell,

7 Thomas Beale,
8 Samuel Maclay.

Clingan,

was carried

David

6 Thomas Kennedy,

2 j^/z Salter,
3 George Logan,

So

Orth,

.fifogj6

William Lewis,

4 Thomas

Reiff,

41 Peter Richards,

NAYS.
1

Balliot,

in the affirmative.

it

be engroffed, for the purpofe of being ena&ed into a
v

from the Comptroller-General was
feveral

read, ftating the times

to

Lieutenants of the city of Philadelphia and the feveral

counties of the ftate have fettled their accounts.

Ordered to lie on the table.
Adjourned until half paft three o'clock, P.

JW<?#Z
The Houfe met purfuant
The Houfe refumed the

Z».

M.

P.

Mo

to adjournment.

confideration of the report on the cafe contefted

between fohn Fitch and fames Rumjey : Whereupon
It

*?*

[
It

]

was moved by Mr. Clymer, feconded by Mr. Schmyfer,

To poltpone the further consideration thereof until next
Which was carried in the affirmative.
The bill, entituled " An Aft for granting the fum

fefiion.

of one hundred
pounds, towards defraying -the expence of reviewing and laying out the
"fate road between the town of Bedford and Pittfburgh, and alfo the fum
" of one hundred and fifty pounds, for the compleating a road from the
" Falls of Nefcopeck, on the river Sufquehanna, and the Union Saw-Mill,
" on the river Lehigh," was read the fecond time, and confidered by para-

*'

graphs.
Ordered,

That

be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

it

iifhed for confideration.

The

" An ASl

entituled

Sheriffs," was read the fecond
time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pubbill,

re/ating

to

lished for confideration.

The

4C

" An ASl for

entituled

the better regulation and fupport of the
poor of Chefier county," was read the fecond time, and confidered by pabill,

ragraphs.

That

Ordered,

be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

it

lished for confideration.

The

bill,

entituled

"

"

An

ASl

to enable

John Hewfon

to enlarge

and carry
was read

printing and
on the hufnefs of
the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
law.
On motion of Mr. Balliot, feconded by Mr. Lewis,
bleaching within this fate,"

callico

That iooo copies
language, of the
German
the

the Engli/lj language, and 500 copies in
March 24th relative to the
calling a Convention, be printed, and distributed for the information of the
Refolved,

in

refolution adopted

citizens of this ftate.

The

following bills having been brought in engroffed, were feverally compared at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to fign the
fame, viz.
to appropriate divers funds, accruing and growing due to this
An
commonwealth, towards the payment of the expences of government, and to pro-

ACT

vide a

fund for

An A C T

other purpofes.

to ajjift the cotton

ACT

manufactures of this fate.

to enable the ReSlor, Church-Wardens and Veflrymen of the
An
Protefant Epifcopal church of St. John, at York-Town, to mortgage the
parfonage houfe and certain lots of ground.
to repeal fo much of an aSf, entituled " An Act for railing
An
«« and collecting of money on the fpecified articles therein mentioned, for
4t the fupport of government, and for other purpofes therein mentioned,"
«« as impofes
a tax on the owners or pojfeffors of any one horfe two wheeled
«« fulky, folo,
chair or chafe, or of any covered family waggon, commonly

ACT

*<

called a

An

caravan."

ACT

for the incorporation of the College of Phyfcians of Philadel-

phia.

Adjourned until nine o'clock to-morrow, A.
3

C

M.
Friday,

[

March

Friday,

*$*>

]

27, 1789.

A. M.

The Houfe met
The committee
f*
•'*

purfuant to adjournment.
appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
A5l for the appointment of a Regifler-General, for the purpoje of regiftering the accounts of this fate," which was read, and

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

"

The bill, entituled
An At~l in aid of the roads therein mentioned" was
read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
law.

" An ASi for the imnavigation
and the
of certain rivers, therein
•"
and having obtained leave of the Houfe for that purpofe, prementioned

Mr. Fiizfimons, in
" provement of certain

his place, read a bill, entituled

public roads,

fented the fame to the chair,

Ordered

The
"

ral,

bill,

to lie

on the

entituled

when

the fame was read, and

table.

" An

Ab~l

for the appointment of a Regijler-Genewas read the

for the purpofe of regiflering the accounts of this jiate,"

fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
It was moved by Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Barr,
To fill up the firft blank with the words, " by the Supreme Executive
" Council"

Which was

carried in the negative.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publifhed for confideration.
The report of the committee on the petition of fundry of the inhabitants
of Shippenjburg townfhip, in Cumberland county, read yefterday, was read

the fecond time

:

Whereupon

Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, to fix and eflablhh the original line between Lurgan and Hopewell townfhips to be the boundary line between Franklin county and Cum-

berland county, excepting all that tract of land belonging to Edward ShipEfquire, whereon the town of Shippenjburg is erected, which fhall
be and remain in the county of Cumberland.
Ordered, That the members from the counties of Cumberland and Franklin be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolu-

pen,

tion.

The following bills having been brought in engroffed, were feverally compared at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to fign the
fame, viz.

An

ACT

for raifng, by way of lottery, the fum of Eight Thoufand Dolfor defraying the expence of ere&ing a Common Hall in the city of Philadelphia, and Two Tboufand Dollars for the ufe of Dickinfon College, in the
borough of Carlifle.
An
to repeal fo much of any atl or acls of AJembly of this commonwealth, as directs the payment of the intereji on the New Loan debt beyotid the
firjl day of April next, and for other purpofcs therein mentioned.
to an a£l, entituled " An Act to eftablifh a board
" of Wardens for the port of Philadelphia, and for other purpofes therein
'•*
mentioned."
lars,

ACT

A SUPPLEMENT

An

*93

[

ACT
plication.
An ACT
An

to 'present

]

the granting of /fecial courts on the plaintiff's ap-

for the more effectual collection of the poor tax in the city of
diftricl of Southwark, and the town/hips of Moyamenfing
and the Northern Liberties, and to provide in a more convenient and falutary
manner for the confinement of dij'orderly perfons found and apprehended in the
faid city, diftricl and townftnps.
An
for granting trials at Niji Prius in the county of Philadelphia.
An A C T to incorporate the Newtown Library Company, in Bucks county.
An A C T to enable the Jujlices of the Orphans Court to authorize and
empower Frances Budden to fell and convey fo much of the lands and tenements
Philadelphia, the

ACT

of her late hujband, James Budden, deceafed, as jhall be neceffary for the payment of his debts, and for other purpofes therein mentioned.
rt prevent the importation of convicts into this commonwealth.
An

ACT
ACT

An

/a enable John Hewfon to enlarge and carry on the bujinefs of
printing
and bleaching within this fate.
callico
Mr. Robinfon and Mr. Lewis having propofed a rider to the bill, entituled
** An Ac! to ejlablifij a board
of appeal within the feveral counties of this ftate,
<(
it

grant exonerations in cafes of militia fines," and the fame being read,
was, on motion and by fpecial order, read the fecond and third times, and

and

to

fully conlidered.

Ordered,

That

it

be engroffed with the

faid bill, for the

purpofe of being

enacted into a law.

Adjourned

until half pad: three o'clock, P.

Eodem
The Houfe met

A

Die,

M.

P.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from Cadwalader Evans was

praying to be appointed
Regifter-General, for the purpofe of regiftering the accounts of this ftate.
petition

read,

Ordered to lie on the table.
On motion,
Ordered, That Mr. Maclay have leave of abfence for the remaining part
of

this feffion.

The
" and

bill,

entituled

the navigation

fecond time.
Ordered, That

it

" An A5l for

the improvement of certain public roads,
of certain rivers, therein mentioned," was read the

be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

lifhed for consideration.

The
"

bill,

entituled

" An A£l for

the appointment of a Regifter-General, for
was read the third time.

regiftering the accounts of this ftate,"

the purpofe of
in coniidering the following paragraph, viz.

And

« Be

therefore enacted, and it is hereby enaded by the Reprefentatives
-" of the freemen of the commonwealth of Pennfylvania, in General Aflem" bly met, and by the authority of the fame, That there be, and by this
act there is erected and eftabliftied, within this ftate, an office, to be
it

the Office for Regiftering the Public Accounts, which mall be
kept in fome part of the State-Houfe, in the city of Philadelphia, to be
affigned for the purpofe by the Supreme Executive Council, and that the
thereof,
officer who fhall fuperintend the fame, and execute the duties

called

r

"

fhall

5
2
11

81

C
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mall be appointed from time to time by the General Aflembly of this
" commonwealth, and mail be called The Regifter-General of the Public
*' Accounts of the State of Pennfylvania
which officer fhall be entitled to
ct

;

" have and receive, in full for all his fervices, the fum of
per
" annum, out of the monies appropriated by an act, entituled " An Ail to
" appropriate divers funds, accruing and growing due to this commonwealth, to" wards the payment of the expences of government, and to provide a fund for
" other purpofes," enadted the twenty-fixth day of March inftant, to be paid
" to him quarterly, by virtue of orders to be drawn by the Supreme Exe«'

"
"
"

cutive Council on the State Treafurer, befides all his reafonable charges
for books, ftationary, and the hire of fuch and fo many clerks, as in the

opinion of Council (hall be necefTary for his affiftance in performing the
fervices

by

this a£t required."

was moved by Mr. Fitz/imons, feconded by Mr. Lewis,
To fill the blank, after the words " the fum of," with " five hundred
It

" pounds."

On

—

—"

Will the Houfe agree to the fame?"
the Yeas and
Nays were called by Mr. Fitz/imons and Mr. Lewis, and were as follow, viz.
the queftion,

YEAS.

YEAS,
George Clymer,

i

Thomas Fitz/imons,
3 Jacob Hiltzheimer,
4 Lawrence Sickle,
2

5 William Lewis,
6 William M'Pherfon,

7 John

Salter,

George Logan,
9 William Robinfon, jun.
io Gerardus Wynkoop,
1
Samuel Foulke,
1
Richard Thomas,
13 James Moore,
8,

14

Mark

1

John M'Dowell,

Wilcox,

16 Caleb James,

17 Alexander Lowrey,
18 Thomas Lilley,
19 Michael Schmyfer,
20 Daniel Brodhead,
21 Peter Trexler, jun.
22 Conrad Ihrie, jun.
23 Stephen Balliot,
24 Jacob Saylor,
25 Samuel Maclay,
26 John White,
27 John Irwin,
28 James John/on,
29 Jacob Reiff,

30 John Car/on,
Obadiah Gore,
3
32

Davifon.

NAYS.

NAYS.
1

John Chapman,

13 William Todd,

2

Valentine Upp,

3

Richard Downing, jun.

14 James Mar/hall,
1
5 James Allifon,

4

Hefiry Tyfon,
5 David Mitchell,

16 Alexander Wright,

6 Thomas Kennedy,

1

7 Thomas Beale,
3 Jonathan Hoge,

19 James M'Lene,
20 Robert Lollar,
21 Jonathan Roberts,
22 Jacob Mtley,

9

J°feph

Sands,

10 John Ludwig,
1

1

So

Hugh

it

John Piper,
James Barr,
was carried

in the affirmative.

1

j John

23

Gilchreejl,

Theophilus Philips,

Adam

Orth.

and the blank

filled

up accordingly.

On

8

1

1

[
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motion of Mr. Fitzfunons, feconded by Mr. Scbmfer,

Ordered, That the confideration of the fixth claufe be poftponed.
In coniidering the following claufe, viz.
" And it is hereby enacted by the authority aforefaid, That fo much of
" an act of Affembly, palled the fourth day of April, Anno Domini one
" thoufand feven hundred and eighty-five, as authonfed the appointment of
«« the prefent or any future Comptroller General for the term of feven years,
" if he {hall io long behave himfelf well, (hall be, and the fame is hereby
" repealed and made void ; and that from and after the paffing of this act,
" the Comptroller General (hall hold his faid office during the pleafure of
.

" the Supreme Executive Council."

On

Nays were called

—"

YEA

WHk

the Houfe agree to the

1

George Clymer,

Thomas Fitzjimons,

Hiltzheimer,
3 Jacob

4 Lawrence

Sickle,

Lewis,
5 William
M'Pherfon,
William
6
Salter,

8 George Logan,
9 William Robin/on, jun.

io Gerardus Wynkoop,
1
John Chapman,
12 Valentine Upp,
13 Samuel Foulke,
14 Richard Thomas,
James Moore,
16 Mark Wilcox,
M'Dowell,
J
7 John
Caleb James,
1
19 Richard Downing, jun.

20 Alexander Lowrey,
21 James Cunningham,
22 Henry Dering,
23 Thomas Lilley,
24 Michael Schmyfer,
25 Henry Tyfon,
26 Jofeph Sands,
27 Daniel Brodhead,
28 Peter Trexler, jun.
29 Conrad Ibrie, jun.
30 Stephen Balliot,
3

1

32
33
34
35
36
37

4
5

6
7
8
9

10
So

it

Thomas Kennedy,
Thomas Beale,
Jonathan Hoge,
John Ludwig,
John Piper,
James Barr,
John Irwin,
James Marjljall,
James Allijon,

Hugh

Davifon.

Alexander Wright,

1

12 John Gilchreejl,
13 Theophilus Philips,

14 James M'Lene,
1

5

James John/on,

16 Robert Lollar,
1
j Jacob Miley,
1 8 Adam Orth,
19 Obadiah Gore.

.

was carried

Ordered

The

Mitchell,

Jacob Say lor,
Samuel Maclay,
J°hn White,
Jacob Reiff,
Jonathan Roberts,
John Car/on,

NAYS.

NAYS.
David

as follow, viz.

YEAS.

5.

2

7 John

— the Yeas and

fame?"
and
were
Kennedy,
Mr.
by Mr. M'Lene and

the queftion,

in the affirmative,

and the

faid claufe adopted.

be poftponed.
further confideration of the faid bill
appeal withtntbe /eveentituled « An Acl to eftabltfi a board of

That the

bill,

grant exonerations
ral counties of this fate, and to

m

cafes

of

mlMp,^

1

1

,

E
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together with the rider thereto annexed, having been brought in engrofled,
was compared at the table, enacted into a law, and the Speaker directed to
fign the lame.
The following bills having been brought in engroffed, were feverally
compared at the tabic, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to fign
the lame, viz.

ACT in aid of the roads therein mentioned.
SUPPLEMENT
to the federal acTs ofAffembly for the relief of infolA
vent debtors.
An ACT /« amend an aSl, entituled " An Act for amending the penal
An

U laws of

this ftate."

Adjourned

until half paft eight o'clock

Saturday^

March

28,

to-morrow, A.

1789.

M.

A.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
motion of Mr. Clymer, ieconded by Mr. Fitzfimons,
Ordered, That Margaret Smyth have leave to withdraw her petition.
The Houfe refumed the confideration of the bill, entituled " An ASt
" for the appointment of a Regift er -General, for the purpoje of regijlering the
" accounts of this fate," and having fully conlidered the fame by paragraphs,
On the queftion " Shall the fame be engrojfed, for the purpbfe of bei'ng
" enaSled into a law?" The Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. M'Lene
and Mr. Beale, and were as follow, viz.

On

—

—

YEAS.

YEAS.
George Clymer,
1
2 Thomas Fitzfimons,
3 Jacob Hiltzheimer

4 Lawrence

Sickie,

5 William Lewis,
6 William M'Pherfon,

7 John

Salter,

8 George Logan,

9 William Robinfon, jun.
10 Gerardus Wynkoop,

John Chapman,

1
1

2 Valentine Upp,

Samuel Fouike,
Thomas,
Richard
14
Moore,
1
5 James
1

3

Mark

Wilcox,

1

6

1

j John M'Dowell,

18 Caleb James,

NAYS.

Alexander Lowrey,
1 9
20 Henry Dering,
21 Thomas Clingan,
22 Thomas Lilley,
23 Michael Schmyfer,

24 Jofeph Sands,
25 Daniel Brodhead,
26 Peter Trexler, jun.
2 7 Conrad Ibrie, jun.
28 Stephen Balliot,
29 Jacob Say lor,
30 John White,
3

John Irwin,

32 Jacob

Reijf,

33 J°h n Car/on,
34 Obadiah Gore,
35 Hugh Davifon.

—
E
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NAYS.

NAYS.,
13 John Gilchreefi,

14 Theopbilus Philips,
15 James M'Lene,
16 James Johnfon,

So

it

was determined

\y Robert hollar,
18 Jonathan Roberts,
19 Jacob Miley,
20 Adam Orth.

in the affirmative.

On

motion of Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Brodhcad,
Ordered, That Mr. Robinfon and Mr. hollar be added to the committee,
appointed March 19th, on the memorial of Edward Shippen, Efquire.
A motion was made by Mr. Fitzjimons, feconded by Mr. Clymer, and
adopted, as follows, viz.
Whereas it appears to this Houfe that John M'Calmont, of the county of
Bucks, has been by due courfe of law ejected from a tract of land by him
purchaied from the commonwealth, and that he is entitled to receive from
the State Treafury the fum of five hundred and /even pounds eighteen Jhiltings
and four-pence by reafon thereof} and whereas by an act palled in the prefent feffion it is directed that the fum of ten thoufand pounds annually be
fet apart, for the payment of juft claims upon this commonwealth, and for
other purpofes
Therefore
Refolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be, and they are hereby
authorized and empowered to draw an order on the State Treafurer, for five
hundred and /even pounds eighteen Jhillings and four-pence in favor of John
M'Calmont, payable out of the fund appropriated by the aft, entituled " An
" A51 to appropriate divers funds, accruing and growing due to this commonf* wealth, towards the payment of the expences of government, and to provide a
:

;*,'

fund for

The

other purpofes."

of a number of the inhabitants of the townuhip of the
Northern Liberties, read March 2d and 4th, for and againft annexing part
of the faid town (hip to the city of Philadelphia, were feverally read the
fecond tiixje.
Ordered* That they be referred to the members of the city and county of
petitions

Philadelphia, to report thereon.

A

motion was made by Mr. Fitzjimons, feconded by Mr. Clymer,

as fol-

lows, viz.

appears to be highly important that the furveys of the ftate
roads fhould be immediately made, to enable Council to judge of what alterations or improvements may be neceffary, and that the General* Affembly
may have due information upon that fubjed: Therefore
Rtjolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be, and they are hereby
authorized and empowered forthwith to appoint fix Commiffioners, whofe
duty it (hall be to furvey the ftate road leading from the city of Philadelphia
to the borough of Lancafier, and from thence to the borough of York, and

Whereas

it

:

thence to Piitjburg.
The ftate road leading from the city of Philadelphia to the borough of Reading, in the county of Berks, and to extend the furvey thereof fo far as
Council (hall think proper to direct.
The ftate road leading from Philadelphia to Bethlehem, in the county of
Northampton, and to continue the furvey as far as Council mall direct.
Together with fuch other grounds as they may think neceffary for ftraightening or improving the faid roads; and that the Comnnffioners fo to be appointed
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Council, before the next
pointed do make report to the Supreme Executive
fitting of the General Aflembly.
,
And on the queftion,— " Will the Houfe adopt the foregoing reflation t
It was carried in the negative.
The committee of accounts made report, which was read ; and on motion,
and adopted, as
and by ipecial order, the fame was read the fecond time,
,

_

.

»—

follows, viz.

of accounts reportHoufe, viz.
due
to the following perfons for printing for this
That
A balance to "Thomas Bradford, of one hundred and ninety -two pounds fix

The committee
there

is

jhiilings a?id one penny.

To

and
Michael Billmeyer, one hundred and thirty-two pounds five Jhillmgs

four-pence.

Daniel Humphreys, feven pounds fixteen Jhillmgs and two-pence.
Francis Bailey, fix pounds eight pillings and fix-pence.
State Treafurer,
Therefore, Refolved, That the Speaker draw orders on the
and ninety-two pounds
in favor of Thomas Bradford, for the fum of one hundred
account.
his
of
balance
the
fix Jhiilings and one pennv, being
and thirty-two
In favor of Michael Billmeyer, for the fum of one hundred
pounds five fillings and four-pence, in full of his account.
pounds fixteen Jhillmgs
In favor of Daniel Humphreys, for the fum of feven
and two-pence, in full of his account.
n
eight Jhitlmgs and
In favor of Francis Bailey, for the fum of fix pounds

To
To

„

,

,

fix-pence, in full of his account.

The committee

which was read ; and
the fecond time, and
read
was
lame
order, the

of accounts

on motion, and by fpecial

made

a further report,

adopted, as follows, viz.
The committee of accounts report
Elquire, Clerk
That they have examined the accounts of Peter Z. Lloyd,
hundred and
of
one
fum
the
of
of the General Aflembly, of the expenditure
of the
payment
for
two refolves of the Houfe,
fifty pounds, drawn by him, by
hands amounting to
contingent expences thereof, and find a balance in his
are considerable
there
as
but
eight-pence,
and
fifteen pounds twelve fillings
which ought
lemon,
prefent
fums yet due for fervices performed during the

,_.._,.

Therefore
be paid
State Trealurer, in favor
Refolved, That the Speaker draw an order on the
fum
of
feventy-five pounds, to pay the
of the faid Peter Z. Lloyd, for the
account with the comincidental expences of thi's Houfe, for which he fhall

immediately

to

:

mittee of accounts.
On motion of Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Fitzfimons,
Houfe be directed to colletf: and arrange
Refolved, That the Clerk of this
feflion.
the papers'of the General Aflembly before their next

On

motion,

.

on the State Treafurer, in favor o
Refolved, That the Speaker draw orders
the recefs of the
Peter Z. Lloyd, for fifty pounds, for his extra fervices duing

Houfe.

.

.

fervices.
In favor of Jacob Shallus, for fifty pounds, for his extra
for his expounds,
for
Arms,
fifteen
In favor of James Martin, Serjeant at

tra fervices.

,

In
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In favor of fofeph Fry, Door-keeper, {ox fifteen pounds, for his extra fervices.

The

following

having been brought in engroffed, were feverally comand the Speaker directed to iign the

bills

enacted into laws,

pared
fame, viz.

the table,

at

A SUPPLEMENT
"
<£

to

an

abl,

entituled

" An Acl: to enforce the due
within this commonwealth."
entituled

ACT for

An

A

Supplement to the act,
payment of taxes

the appointment of a Regifer- General, for the purpofe of re-

giftering the accounts

Mr. Wright,

"

collection and

of
his

in

this

fate.
read a paper, containing his reafons for alter-

place,

ing his opinion on the fubject of the vote of the 24th inftant, for the purpofe of calling a Convention.

On

motion,

Ordered,

W

r

That the fame be

inferted

on the minutes,

as follows,

viz.

HEN

the Houfe agreed to the refolution which recommends to the
commonwealth to take under their confideration the
neceffity of a fpeedy alteration and amendment of the conftitution of this
itate, 1 voted in favor of the meafure, becaufe I then thought it a neceffary
expedient to prevent the embarraflment which the officers of government
would be fubjected to, by fwearing to fupport two constitutions, which are
in many refpects contradictory and repugnant to each other; but, upon mature deliberation, I am convinced that the refolution itfClf is a violation of
that oath of office under which we now act, and tends, in the firft inftance,
to involve us in that guilt which it propofes to prevent at a future day.
Under thefe impreffions, having requeited the Houfe to refcind my vote
on the minutes, which they refufed as being out of order, I am, therefore,
conftrained, for the prefervation of a good confeience, to take this mode of
teftifying againft and diffenting from the refolution.
citizens of this

ALEX. WRIGHT.
The committee
had

appointed to

affix

the

feal to

the laws, reported that they

affixed the feal to the following laws, viz.

I.

An A C T

enable aliens to

to

\

purchafe and hold

real efates within this

commonwealth.
II.

An

ACT

to

efahli/lj

a volunteer company of artillery in the

city

of

Philadelphia.
III.

An

ACT

/« repeal

an

act, entituled

"

An Act

to fufpend the

powers

of the Truitees of Weftmoreland county."

IV.

An

ACT

for granting

and Church Wardens of

to the corporation

of the Miniflers, Vefrymen

German Lutheran

congregation in and near tr.-e
city of Philadelphia, in the fate of Pennfylvania, certain lands therein mentioned, for endowing a free fchool, for the ufe of the poor of the faid congregation.
the

3

E

V.

An
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ACT

to repeal fo much of an a-51 of General Ajfembly of this comV. An
monwealth, as prohibits dramatic entertainments within the city of' Philadelphia, and the neighbourhood thereof.

A SUPPLEMENT

VI.

"

to the a£l, entkuled
part of Bedford county into a feparate county."

" An Aft

for

ereding

T

An A C
to repeal part of an aSl, entkuled " An Adl to confirm
the eftates and interefts of the College, Academy and Charitable School of
** the city of Philadelphia, and to amend and alter the charters thereof, con'« formably to the revolution and to the constitution and government of this
" commonwealth, and to erect the fame into an Univerfity."
VII.

"

ACT incorporate the of Philadelphia.
A SUPPLEMENT an abl, entkuled An Act more effecAn

VIII.

IX.

/j

•«

to

" tually to prevent
" exportation, and
" cuit in kegs."
X.

city

ACT

An

unfair practices in

to repeal all the

cr affirmation of allegiance

XI.

An

ACT

the packing of beef and pork for

to regulate the exportation of flax-feed, butter and

to

from

laws of

this

bit

commonwealth requiring any oath

the inhabitants thereof"

fufpend the

fale

of lands for non-payment of taxes, and

for other purpofes therein mentioned.
XII.

ACT

An

in

aid of the Callowhill market, in tbe townffiip of tht

Northern Liberties.
XIII.
infolvent

ACT

An

collectors,

for the

relief

confined in

of Robert Beatty and Benjamin Moore,

the gaols of

Cumberland and Dauphin

coun*-

ties.

XIV.

A SUPPLEMENT

fpebling public auctions and

ACT

for enlarging the time limited by the a£t, eniituled " An
the redemption of the bills of credit emitted in the
Act for
year one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-one, and for redeeming part
for extending the time for patenting
of the funded debt of this ftate
and for
lands which were located before the declaration of independency
lettlers
warrants
for
adlual
for
procuring
pre-emption
to
giving a right of
lands by them occupied."

XV. An
"
"
"
"
"
*'

the fever ai a£ls of General Affembly re.

to

auctioneers.

facilitating

;

;

XVI. An

ACT for

nijhed the civil

officers

compenfating Evan Owen, for fupplies by him furcounty in the year one thoufand feven
Northumberland
of

hundred and feventy-fve.

XVII.

An

ACT

empowering certain

named to fell and difin the town of Eafton, and
monies arijing from the Jale

truflees therein

pofe of a certain houfe and lot of ground, fituate
county of Northampton, and to appropriate the
thereof towards the purchafe of a parfonage or dwelling houfe

of the four Protejlant Evangelic Reformed

German

for the

congregations,

minifler

to wit,

that

of

*oi
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Bethlehem, Plainfield and Greenwich townships, for the

sf Eafton,

tinu

Jteing.

ACT

Jo much of an aft, entituled " An Act for
railing and collecting of money on the fpecified articles therein mention-" ed, for the fupport of government, and for other purpofes therein men" tioned," as impofes a tax on the owners or pojfejfors of any one horfe two
11
wheeled fulky, fob, chair or chafe, or of any covered family waggon, com" monly called a caravan."

An

XVIII.

to repeal

"

A C T to appropriate divers funds, accruing and growing due
commonwealth, towards the payment of the expences of government, and
provide a fund for other purpofes.
XIX. An

this

ACT

XX. An

to
to

for the incorporation of the College of Phy/icians of Phi-

ladelphia.

ACT

XXI. An

Church-Warders and Vejlrymen of
John, at York-Town, to mortgage

enable the Reftor,

to

the Protefiant Epifcopal church of St.
the parjonage houfe and certain lots of ground.

ACT
the cotton manufa ures of this fate.
An ACT for the more effeftual colleftwn of the poor tax

XXII. An
XXIII.

to ajjijl

ft

in the city

o/"Southwark, and the townjl.vps of Moyamenfing
and the Northern Liberties, and to provide in a more convenient and falutary
manner for the confinement of diforderly perfons found and apprehended in the
faid city, dijlrift and town/hips.

if Philadelphia, the

A SUPPLEMENT

XXIV.
relief

dijlrift

to

the fever al afts of Affembly

for

the

of infolvent debtors.

XXV. An

ACT

to

prevent the granting offpecial courts on the plaintiff's

application.

XXVI. An

ACT for

granting

trials at Niji

Prius

in the county

of Phila-

delphia.

XXVII. An

ACT

/«

prevent the importation of convifts into

this

com-

monwealth.

XXVIII. An
"

ACT

to

amend an

aft,

entituled

" An Act

for

amending

the penal laws of this ftate."

XXIX. An

ACT

repeal Jo much of any aft or afts of Affembly of
this commonwealth, as direfts the payment of the New Loan debt, or the intereft thereof, beyond the firjt day of April next, and for other purpofes therein
to

mentioned.

44

A SUPPLEMENT

an aft, entituled « An Aft to eftablifli
a board of Wardens for the port of Philadelphia, and for other purpofes
therein mentioned."

XXX.
"

to

XXXI. An

202
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ACT

XXXI. An
of

this

fate, and to

]

a board of appeal within the Jeveral counties
grant exonerations in cajes of militia fines.
to ejlablif

ACT
An ACT

XXXII. An

in aid

of the roads therein mentioned.

XXXIII.
for raifing, by way of lottery, the fum of Eight
Thonfand Dollars, for defraying the expence of ereSling a Common Hall in the
city of Philadelphia, and Two ThouJand Dollars for the life of Dickinfon College, in the borough of Carliflc.

XXXIV. An A C T

to enable the Jufices of the Orphans Court to authoand empower Frances Budden to Jell and convey Jo much of the lands and
tenements of her late hujband, James Budden, deceajed, as Jhall be necefary for
the payment of his debts, and Jbr other purpojes therein mentioned.

rize

ACT

XXXV. An
fineji

of

callico

XXXVI. An
Bucks

ft enable

John Hewfon

to enlarge

and carry on the bu-

printing and bleaching within this fate.

ACT

to

incorporate

the

Newtown

Library Company,

in

comity.

ACT

XXXVII. An
for the appointment of a Regifer-General, for the
purpofe of regijlering the accounts of this Jlate.
XXXVIII.

A SUPPLEMENT

to

the act, entituled

" ment to the ad, entituled " An Adl to enforce
" payment of taxes within this commonwealth."

Which

"

A

Supple-

the due collection and

laws were, as ufual, depofited in the Rolls-Office.

The Houfe

then adjourned until the

Third

Tuesday

in

August

next.

PETER ZACHARY LLOYD,
Clerk of the General AJJembly.

APPEN-

memmmm

APPENDIX.
The following Reafns for

from

diffenting

Houfe of March 24^, refpe&ing
the purpofe

not

the

the calling

of altering the Conflitution of

having been handed

Refolutions of the

a Convention, for

this

Commonwealth,

in in time to be inferted in their

pro-

per place, art here annexed.

WE

diffent for the following reafons

:

For that the conftitution of this ftate has wifely provided for a
peaceable and orderly reformation of our government, if it fhall be thought
to require it, by a Council of Cenfors, who are to be elected once in every
feven years, and whofe ftated time of election and meeting will be in the
next year
and although we admit that in our government, as well as in
I.

:

the community hath a right to reform, alter, or abolifh the
government, in fuch manner as a majority of the people fhall think right;
yet the people themfelves are fufficiently able to judge when the neceffity
of a revolution fhall arrive ; and we think it highly improper, to fay no
more, that the fervants of the people, appointed under the conflitution,
for the purpofe of maintaining, Supporting, and executing the conftitution,
who are bound by the folemnity of an oath to maintain the rights of the
people, as declared in the conftitution, fhould undertake a meafure like the
prefent, which is evidently calculated, as far as the power and influence of
this Houfe can extend, to fubvert and deftroy the conftitution.
II. For that every government acquires refpect and force from age, and
the people are more difpofed to obedience, more pleafed, and more happy,
when, added to the authority of laws, their government has acquired the
fanction of ancient examples, and the veneration which all men are difpofed
to pay to the opinions and practice of antiquity; and it is therefore of infinite confequence to form a good conftitution in the beginning, and to adhere
Frequent changes in government naturally deftroy
to it when formed.
that refpect which is fo effential to its weight and energy ; one change leads
to another, and frequent changes are too apt to end in the contempt of
laws, confufion and anarchy, even where they are effected in the moft
the precedent eftablifhed on this
peaceable manner: but this is not all
occalion will be introductory of a ruinous fluctuation in the principles of
government; its confequences may be feuds and factions. As few revolutions
are brought about without bitter and lafting animoiities, contentions and
violence, we cannot apprehend that anticipating one fingle year, or even
two years, in the attempt to change the form of government, is worth
the endangering the peace of the community, and the rifque of bringing
all government into irreparable contempt.
III. For that we cannot apprehend the prefent conftitution of this ftate
The
to be in any wife inconfiftent with the new fcederal conft:- ution.
government of the United States we know to be paramount to our own,
and
1 F
all

others,

—

^°4

[

]

—

and that our laws cannot be fuffered to interfere with theirs
But we cannot conceive that our conftitution is calculated to clafh with that of the
United States, any more than thole of the other ftates in the Union j and
we do not find that the other ftates have yet deemed it neceffary to change
Ours, as well as theirs, will be confined pethaps to
their conftitutions.
fewer objecls, and our laws will be more iiibjedt to controul than heretofore, but the conftitution of the United States neither needs nor demands
The conftitutions of the individual
the alteration of the ftate conftitutions.
ftates and that of the United States may move each in its own fphere,
without clalhing, for any thing we can difcover to the contrary.
The
not
be
empowered
will
to
Pennjyhania
contradict
the
of
laws
of
Judges
the United States, but Judges of the feparate ftates will be bound by the
laws of the United States ; and the Judges of the United States will be iufficiently authorifed, by the exprefs terms of their Conftitution, to prevent the
For by the fixth article of the fcederal
interference of our laws with theirs
"
the laws of the United States which
conftitution, that conftitution, and
" fhall be made in purfuance thereof, and all treaties made, or which fhall
" be made, under the authority of the United States, fhall be the fupreme law
" of the land, and the Judges in every ftate ihall be bound thereby, any thing
" in the conftitution or laws of any ftate to the contrary notv/ithftanding."
This reafon therefore appears to us to be a mere pretence j the fact is, that
--we are not authorifed to judge of the extent of the powers and jurifdidtion
of the fcederal government ; thefe are to be determined elfewhere, and
nor
nothing that one ftate alone can do will either extend or abridge them
which
fhall
quadrate
government
with
frame
a
theirs.
pretend
to
can we
They will be bounded by no limits that we can prefcribe, but will exercife
their powers in their own way, and in whatever extent may appear neNothing lefs than the combined authority of all the ftates
ceffary to them.
can fet bounds to the powers of the fcederal government ; and if a Convention of this ftate were to attempt it, they might be found to vary from
Befides, it is by no means improbable
the opinion of the United States.
:

:

—

;

government may yet receive very material amendments,
fo that if alterations were at all proper to be made in our
;
government, in order to comply with the fcederal conftitution, it would,
even in that ca,fe, be our duty to wait the meeting of the new Congrefs,
and the refult of the applications from different ftates for amendments.
IV. For that we apprehend one part of the preamble to the fecond refolution, and that part which will probably excite the moft attention, which
declares " the burthen and expences of the prsfent form of government are
" with difficulty borne," is unfounded in fact. By the ftafement of the
Comptroller-General, the expences of government, including incidental expences, is eftimated at twenty-eight thoiifand pounds per annum ; and this in
The expences of government in Virgifuture will be confiderably leffened.
nia are annually upwards of forty thoufand pounds, and in that of MafjachuJetts-Bay upwards of thirty thoiifand pounds in each of them, confiderably
greater than that of Pennjyhania.
And the true way of judging whether
or not the prefent form of government is unfriendly to ceconomy is, by
comparing it with that of other ftates, of the fame, or nearly the fame exthat the fcederal
and that fpeedily

;

number of inhabitants Nor can we conceive that creating another
branch of the Legiflature (which is the avowed object of thofe who wifh
tent and

:

for

;

[

-°5

]

for an alteration of the conftitntion) by which two fetts of men are to be
maintained in the Legiflaiure indead of one, can lefTen the expence of go-

The defect in the former fyltem of continental government
vernment.
confided in the want of power in the United States, and not merely in the
form of government. The dates under the old confederation had denied to
Congrefs the power to fulfil its engagements either with foreigners or its
own citizens ; of collecting money, or regulating trade ; in fhort, it was
And if that authoritv, which was deficient in itfelf,
deditute of authority
had been divided into two or three branches, or into two or three and twenty,
A body without drength would
it never could have mended the matter.
If the expences of government are too
be weak with an hundred hands.
great, it is in the power of the Legiflature to lefTen them, and there is no
neceflity for calling a Convention for this purpofe ; nor can we conceive it to
:

—

be a furficient reafon for tearing the government in pieces, and rifting more
important evils.
V. For that we are firmly perfuaded the government and conditution of
pennfyhania has difcovered as few faults upon tryal as any on the continent.
A number of people have watched from the beginning, 'for every opportunity
to decry it, and every mifchief which they could poflibly difcover or occafion
Under the prefent conftitution,
has been too often afcribed to the fydem.
'Pennfyhania has preferved her credit, and paid the intereft of her debts, with
more punctuality, and to a greater amount, than any other date in the union
and has fince the peace been able to fink a very confiderable part of the aggregate debt accumulated by her in the courfe of the late war; befides all this,
Pennfyhania is one of the foremoft dates in complying with the demands of
the United States ; fhe has paid her quotas of the requifitions of Congrefs
fully to the year 1786, and hath advanced to the United States to the value
of feveral millions of dollars in fpecie during the late war.
A defect has
undoubtedly exided in the fcederal plan of union ; the conditutions of the
Ours we believe to be one of the bed.
dates have been much lefs defective.
defects
and
thofe
may be remedied in a conditutional
"It may have defects,
way. But if we begin to tear up foundations, we are perfuaded a much
more dangerous fydem will be edablifhed in its dead.
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PENNSYLVANIA,
THEIR
THIRD SESSION,
IN

WHICH
Day of

commenced

at

Philadelphia,

Augujl, in the Year of our Lord

on Tuefday, the Eighteenth

One Thoufand Seven Hundred

and Eighty-nine.

Tuefday^ Auguft 18,

1789.

M.

P,

MR.

Speaker, with a number of members, met purfuant to adjournment; but not being a quorum,
Adjourned until three o'clock to-morrow, P. M„

Wednefday^ Auguft 19, 1789.
A

number of members met purfuant
a quorum,
Adjourned

until three o'clock

to

adjournment

to-morrow, P.
3

G

P.
;

M.
but not being

M.
Thurfday,

;

[
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Thurfday, Auguft 20,

]
1789.

P.

Mr. Speaker, with a number of members, met purfuant
but not being a quorum,
Adjourned

until ten o'clock

Friday

Speaker, with a number of members,
but not being a quorum,

Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A.

Saturday^ Auguft 22,

to

adjournment

M.

P.

Mr.

adjournment

A. M.

Mr. Speaker, with a number of members, met purfuant
but not being a quorum,
Adjourned until three o'clock, P. M.

Eodem Die.

to

M.

to-morrow, A.

Auguft 21, 1789.

',

M.

met purfuant

to adjournment;

M.

1789.

A.

M.

A quorum of
A letter from

Reprefentatives met.
the Honorable TVilliam Maclay and Robert Morris, Efquires,
Senators reprefenting this ftate in the Congrefs of the United States, was
read, inclofing the ads of the United States in Congrefs affembled, and the
Journals of the firft feffion of the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives of

the faid United States.

Ordered to

On

lie

on the

table.

motion,

Adjourned

until three o'clock

Monday

',

The Houfe met

on Monday next, P.

Auguft 24, 1789.

M.

P.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

His Excellency the Prefident of the Supreme Executive Council, adminiftered the oath to Mr. Speaker, as prefcribed by an act of the United States,
palTed the rirft day of "June, 1789, to be taken by the feveral State Legiflatures, and all executive and judicial officers both of the United and of the
feveral States, agreeably to the conftitution of the United States.
The following members then took and fubfcribed the like oath or affirma'

tion, viz.

.

"Jacob Hiltzbeimer,

Lawrence

Sickle,

William Robinfon, jun.
Gerardus Wynkoop,

William Lewis,
William M'Pherfon,

John Chapman,

John

Samuel Foulke,
James Moore,

Salter,

George Logan,

Valentine Opp,

Mark

Wilcox,

John M'Dowell,
Caleb James,
Richard Downing, jun.
James Ciemfon,
Jacob Erb,
Henry

[
Henry Dering,
Thomas Clingan,
Henry Tyfon,

]

Peter Trexler, jun.
Peter Ealer,

Conrad Ihrie, jun.
Jacob Saylor,
John Piper,
Samuel Maclay,
John 'iVhite,
James Barr,

Jofeph Read,
"David Mitchell,
Thomas Kennedy,

'

Thomas Beak,
Jonathan Hoge,

William Todd,

Jofeph Sands,
Daniel Brodhead,
.

Alexander JFrigL.

John Gilchreejt,
James M'L'ne,
James Johnjlcn,
Robert hollar,
Jacob Reiff,

Jonathan Roberts,
Jacob Miley,
Obadiah Gore.

James Allifon,
John Nevil,

John Ludwig,

On

2°9

motion,

Ordered, That Mr. Brodhead and Mr. Piper be a committee, to inform
Council that the Houfe, being met, are ready to receive any bufmefs they
may have to lay before them.
Ordered, That Mr. Robin/on, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Johnjlon be a committee,
to infpect the minutes of the Houfe, and report fuch unfinished bufinefs as

they

A

may deem

neceffary.

memorial and petition from David Meade, on the fubjedt of certain

lands occupied by him, was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

A

petition

from

divers

owners of land

remonftrating againft the

act,

entituled

in the

county of Luzerne was read,

" An Ac! for

erecting the northern

**

part of the county of Northumberland into afeparate county," and the act,
entituled " An Act for afcertaining and confirming to certain perfons, called
" Connecticut Claimants, the lands by them claimed within the county of Lu*\ zerne, and for other purpofes therein mentioned," whereby they have been
diffeifed of their property, and praying this Houfe to repeal the fame, or that
fuch compenfation may be paid them therefor as fhall be agreed upon by
them and any Ccmmiffioners to be appointed on the part of this ftate.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition and remonftrance from John Vancampen, agent for the citizens
of this ftate refiding in the county of Northampton, owners of land in the
county of Luzerne, was read, remonftrating againft the act, entituled " An
" Act for erecting the northern part of the county of Northumberland into a
" feparate county," and the act, entituled " An Act for afcertaining and con" firming to certain perfons, called Connecticut Claimants, the lands by them
" claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for other purpofes therein mention" ed," and praying the fame may be repealed.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from the inhabitants of Heidelberg, Tulpehoccon and Bethel townships, in the county of Berks, was read, praying they may be allowed to
hold their general elections at Middletown, in the county of E.'rks aforefaid.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from divers owners of Richmond Precinct meadows, in the
Northern-Liberties, was read, praying leave to bring in a bill to incorporate
the owners of faid meadow land, and to enable them to provide ways and
means for making and repairing their banks, in proportion to the quantity of

meadow

land by

Ordered

them

to lie

relpectively held.

on the

table.

A

petition

;

[

A

petition

ladelphia

and

from

a confiderable

the vicinity thereof,

2IO

]

number of

the bakers of the city of Phiwas read, praying they may be incorpo-

rated.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed to inform Council that the Houfe, being met,
are ready to receive any bufinefs they may have to lay before them, reported,
their having performed that fervice, and received for anfwer, that Council
have bufinefs which they will lay before the Houfe to-morrow.
On motion,
Ordered, That Mr. Moore have leave of abfence for two days.

Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A.

M.

Tuefdayy Augufl 25, 1789.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
letter from the Regifler-General was read, tranfmitting a ftatement of
occurrences in his office, fince the 28th of March to the 17th of Augujl inclufive, and fuggefting the propriety of prefcribing certain regulations for
conducting bufinefs in the offices of the State Treafurer, Comptroller-General and Regifter-General, refpedtively.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from Jacob Bright, Collinfon Read, Jacob Hubley and John Chri/l,
were read, feverally praying to be appointed Regifter for the probate of wills
and granting letters of adminiftxation, and Recorder of deeds in and for the
county of Berks*
Ordered to lie on the table.

A

Petitions

from Robert

Rofs,

Philip

Lauer and Thomas

Pilkington, infolvent

debtors, confined in the gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia, were
read, feverally praying to be releafed

Ordered

from

their confinement.

on the table.
from James Pettigrew, late a collector of excife in the county
of Northampton, and now an infolvent debtor, confined in the gaol of the
faid county for arrearages due to this commonwealth, was read, praying he
may be releafed from his imprifonment.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from Mary Pine was read, fetting forth, that her late hufband,
Robert Edge Pine, removed from Great-Britain to the city of Philadelphia,
with a view of reprefenting in feveral large paintings the principal events of
the late American war, and brought with him a very large and valuable collection of original hiftorical paintings, drawings, engravings and defigns
that whilft he was profecuting the great object he had in view, he died,
without having wholly difcharged the debts incurred in erecting a building

A

to lie

petition

for the reception thereof;
eflate

it

will

!*.

that in order to difcharge thofe claims againfr. the

neceiTary to difpolc of the aforefaid building as well as the

paintings, drawings, engravings and defigns

of difpofing of
bring in

a bill

Ordered

io valuable

j

that not having any profpecT,

a collection at private fale,

authorifing the difpofal thereof by

way of

me

prays leave to

lottery.

on the table.
from a number of the inhabitants of Warrington, Manahan,
Huntington and Reading townfhips, in Tork county, was read, praying they

A

to lie

petition

may

»«

[

]

may

be allowed to hold their general ele&ions at the houfe of William Butt
in Warrington townfhip aforefaid.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from Ebenezer Cowell was read, fuggefting the propriety of
appointing an Infpeftor of pot and pearl-afhes intended for exportation
from the port of Philadelphia, and praying he may be appointed to that

office.

on the table,
A petition from Nathaniel Afpinwall was read, fetting forth, that he hath,
at a confiderable expence, eftabliflied a large nurfery of mulberry-trees for
the purpofe of promoting the culture of filk in this ftate ; and praying the
aid of this Houfe in the further profecution of his deiign.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from John Roads, of Penn's townfhip, in the county of Northampton, was read, fetting forth, that he mortgaged his land (previous to
the firft Indian war) to the Truftees of the loan-office, for the payment of
fifty pounds by them loaned, and ftating the many loifes he hath fuftained by the depredations of the favages, and his prefent infirm and diftreffed fituation, therefore praying he may be exonerated from the payment

Ordered

to lie

thereof.

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

A petition from the firft rate branch Pilots, plying in the bay and river
Delaware, was read, praying to be incorporated, and that certain fections
of an act, entituled " An Act to ejlablijh a Board of Wardens for the port
iff
of Philadelphia, and for other purpofes therein mentioned," may be revifed
and amended.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of a number of the bakers of the city of Philadelphia and
the vicinity thereof, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the members of the city and county of
Philadelphia, to report thereon.

The petition of divers owners of Richmond Precinfi meadows,
Northern-Liberties, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the prayer thereof be granted.

On

in the

motion of Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. M'Pherfon,

Ordered, That Thurfday next be affigned for the election of a Regifter for
the probate of wills and granting letters of adminiftration, and Recorder of
deeds in and for the county Berks, and that it be the order for that day.
A tranfcript of the arTeffment of the taxable perfons and property within
the county of Fayette, for the year 1789, was prefented to the chair, and

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed yefterday to examine the Minutes of the Houfe,
and bring forward fuch unfinished buiinefs as they may deem neceflary, made

which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee appointed to bring forward the unfinished

report in part,

buiinefs,

report

in part-

of the Houfe the following bills,
An Ac~l for incorporating the German Lutheran Congregation, worfmpping at
the church called Zion, in Pikeland 'townfhip, in the county of Chefter.
An Ab~l for incorporating the German Lutheran Congregation, worfiipping at
the church called St. Peter\r, in Pikeland townfoip, in the county of Chefter.

That

there are

upon the

files

3

H

An

2I2

[
An

Act for ascertaining

the finenefs of gold

]
and filver, and preventing fraud*

abufes in manufactures made thereof.
Ac! to alter the times of holding the Courts of General Quarter Sejions
of the Peace and Gaol Delivery, in the feveral counties within this common-

and

An

wealth.

Act to erect Wyoming townftjip, and that part of Catawiffey and Mahoning town/hips herein after defer ibed, into a feparate election dijhict.
An Act for feparating Newberry townftjip, in the county of York, from the
fifth, and annexing the fame to the firjl election d'iftrict, in that county.
An Act to divide the county of Fayette into election dijlritts.
An Act to authorize George Frey, of Middletovvn, in the county of Dauphin, to fupport a mill-dam acrofs Sweetara creek, and to oblige him to maintain a lock and free navigation, for boats and other craft, along his mill-race

An

into his mill-dam.

An

Act for erecting part of Cumberland county into a feparate county.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The Secretary of Council attending at the door, was introduced, and
prefented to the chair a meflage from his Excellency the Prefident and the
Supreme Executive Council, which was read, as follows, viz.

A

MESSAGE

from

Council,

the
to

President and the Supreme Executive
the General Assembly.

GENTLEMEN,

WE

herewith tranfmit letters from his Excellency the Prefident of the
United States, of the eighth of June, ninth, twenty-third and thirtieth of July, and of the fourth, tenth and eleventh of Auguft, 1789, with
their enclofures, viz.
1 ft.

An

Act

to regulate the time

and manner of adminiflering certain

palled the fnft of "June.
2d. An Ac! for laying a duty on certain goods, wares

imported into the United States,

— pafled the fourth of July.

oaths,

—

and merchandizes,

—

An Act impofing duties on tonnage, pafled the twentieth of July.
4th. An Ait for eftablifl.nng an executive department, to be denominated the
yd.

—

Department of Foreign Affairs, pafled the twenty-feventh of July.
cth. An Act to regulate the collection of the duties impojed by law on the
tonnage of jly.ps or veffels, and on goods, wares and merchandizes, imported into
6th.

An

dual States,
7th.

An

river Ohio,

—

pafled the thirty- firft day of July.
Act for fettling the accounts between the United States and indivi-

the United States,

—

palled the fifth of Auguft.

provide for the government of the territory northwefl of the
pafled the feventh of Auguft.

Act

—

to

An Act for

and fupport of light -houfes, beacons, buoys
and
feventh
of Aug uj'I,
pafled the
and public piers,
9th. An Act to eftdblijh an executive department, to be denominated the Depafled the feventh of Auguft.
partment of M/ar,
likewife tranfmit a letter from his Excellency Governor Clinton, of
the fifth of May laft, with a refolution of the Senate and Aflembly of NewTork, of the fifth of February, on the fubjedt of amendments to the con8th.

We

ftitution of the

—
—

the eftablijling

United

—

States.

The

2HJ

[
L

1
J

The

purchafe of the Lake Erie tradt of country from the Indians
hath
Tieceffarily exceeded the efiimate of Council, and the Aims
appropriated by
adt of Affembly.
That excels hath arifen principally from the length of
time the Commiffioners were obliged to wait for the Indians :
recommend to the General Affembly to provide by law for the payment of the
money which remains due on that purchafe, and for the expence of one hundred and thirteen founds and fix-pence, incurred by Council in receiving
his
Excellency the Prefident of the Uniced States in this city, on the feventeenth day of April laft.
The accounts of the purchafe of the Lake Erie trad:, and of the expence
of receiving his Excellency the Prefident of the United States, accompany
this meffage.
Council have not had it in their power to procure a lot proper for a powder magazine out of the city limits, as the refolve
of

We

Affem-

bly directs.

mote from

Several city lots, near the river Schuylkill, and fufficiently
rethe buildings of the town, may be purchafed at reafonable

prices.

The principal part of the money intended to have been railed by lottery,
and directed by adt of Affembly to be applied to the repairing of that part
of the Lancajler road, called Jones's lane, and towards improving the navigation of the river Schuylkill, hath been reported to Council by the
Managers to be outftanding.
By the adt of the fifteenth day of March, i S^
7
the Managers were inftrudted to lay before the Comptroller-General,
from
time to time, when thereto required, a true ftate of that lottery, and
when the drawing of the fame mall be completed and the prizes and incidental charges paid, to render their accounts to the committee of
accounts of
Afiembly, for final fettlement.
general flatement of the lottery, and of
the money which remains to be collected, is fent herewith.

A

Annuities to the widows and children of deceafed officers of the army,
flying camp, ftate regiments and ftate navy, have been heretofore paid
by virtue of the aft of Afiembly, dated the firft day of March,
1780, cut of any
monies in the hands of County Treafurers, upon orders iffued by the Orphans Courts of the refpedtive counties ; but all public monies being, by
lubfequent adts, appropriated to other purpofes, there remains no provifion
for the

payment of thofe

annuities,

which amount

to eighteen

hundred and

fifty pounds.

The expences of

repairing the banks of Mud-IJland fince the firft day of
according to the Comptroller General's report to Council, hath
hten four hundred and fifty -fev en pounds ten fiillings and one-penny.
The exportation of Pot-afhes from the Port of Philadelphia, merits the attention of the General Afiembly; we are of opinion that pot and pearl allies
ihould be made fubjedt by law to infpedtion.
The adt of Affembly, entituled " An
for allowing a further time to

March

laft,

A3

dijlribute the donation lands,

promifed to the troops of this Commonwealth," will
expire on the thirteenth day of September next.
lay before the General Affembly, a copy of the inftrudtions of Council to the Comptroller General, relative to the' exchange of certificates.

We
A

reprefcntation from the

Wardens of

the Port of Philadelphia, and a letlots in Southwark,

from John Dunlap, the purchafer of certain public
whofe cafe we recommend to the Legiflature.

ter

Augufl 25, 1789.

THOMAS MIFFLIN,
And

ai4

[

]

the papers tranfmitted therewith were alfo read; and on motion, and
by fpecial order, the laid meffage and papers were read the fecond time.
Ordered, that the fame be referred to Mr. M'Dowell, Mr. Wynkoop and
Mr. M'Lene, to arrange the fubject matters, and report thereon.

And

Adjourned

until half pad: nine o'clock

Wednefday^
The Houfe met

to-morrow, A.

M.

1789.

A.

Auguft 26,

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

fofeph Heijier, Efquire, a Reprefentative for the county of Berks, appearing in the Houfe, took, and fubfcribed the oath prefcribed by an acl of the
United States, paffed the firft day of June laft, to be taken by the feveral
State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial officers, both of the United States and of the feveral ftates, agreeably to the conftitution of the United States.
The Clerk and Affiftant-Clerk then took and fubfcribed the like oath or

affirmation.

A

letter

from

his Excellency the Prefident

was prefented

to the chair,

and

read, as follows, viz.

COUNCIL,
SIR,
A V E the honor of tranfmitting you,
IHAffembly,
from
Excellency
In

Philadelphia, Auguft 26th,

to

a letter

1789.

to be laid before the General

the Prefident of the United States,
ad of the Congrefs of the United

his

of Auguft the twenty-fourth, with an
States, paffed Auguft the twentieth, 1789, entituled " An A51 providing
"for the expences which may attend negotiations ivith the Indian tribes, and
" the appointment of Commiftftoners for managing the fame"

I have

the honor to be, with great refpeff,

Tour

moft obedient

and

moft humble fervant,

THOMAS MIFFLIN.
Honorable the Speaker
of the General Affembly.

And

the papers therewith tranfmitted were alfo read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

A

from 140 inhabitants of the townffiips of Earl, Amity, Union,
and
Colebrookdale
Dcuglafs, in the county of Berks, was read, praying they
may be allowed to hold their general elections at George Douglas's tavern,
in Amity townfhip aforefaid.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from 305 inhabitants of Maxatawny, Albany, Greenwich, JLongfwatnp, Hereford, Diftricl, Rockland and Richmond townfhips, in the county
of Berks, were read, praying they may be allowed to hold their general
eleclions at Kutztown, in the townfhip of Maxatawny aforefaid.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from 354 inhabitants of the townfhips of Windfor, Brunfwick,
Bern, Albany and Greenwich, in Berks county, were read, praying they may
be
petition
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1

be enabled by law to hold their general elections

at

the School-houfe in the

Hamburgh.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from 165 inhabitants of Tulpehoccon, Bethel and Pinegrove townihips, in the county of Berks, were read, praying they may by law be

town

or

enabled to hold their general elections

at

Godjrey Rohrer's tavern.

on the table.
Ordered
A petition from 118 inhabitants of Manahan, Warrington, Huntington
and Reading townfhips, in the county of York, was read, praying they may
be by law enabled to hold their general elections at the houfe of Th mas
M'Creary ; and on motion, and by ipecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the members from York county, to report
to lie

thereon.

A

petition from Francis White, confined in the gaol of the city and counof Philadelphia, by warrant under the hands and feals of the Commifiioners of Bankruptcy, was read, praying he may be releafed from further
imprilbnment.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from John Clendenin, an infolvent debtor, confined in the gaol
of the city and county of Philadelphia, was read, praying he may be releaied
from his imprifonment.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The letter from the Regiller- General, read yefterday, was read the fecond
ty

time.

That it be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. Robin/on, Mr. Wynkoop,
Mr. Hoge and Mr. Johnjion, to report thereon.
The memorial and petition from divers officers in the late American
Military Hofpital, read March 19th laft, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, 1'hat it be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. Nevil and Mr. M'Lene,
Ordered,

to report thereon.

The

petition of

James Pettigrew, read yefterday, was read the fecond

time.
to

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Hoge, Mr. Ihrie and Mr. Lollar,
report thereon.
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of Warrington, Manahan,

Huntington and Reading
read the fecond time,

townfhips,

in

York county, read yefterday, was

Ordered, That it be referred to the members from the county of York,
to report thereon.
The petition of the firft rate branch Pilots, plying in the bay and river
Delaware, read yefterday, was read the fecond time, whereupon

Refohed, That the petitioners have leave to bring in a

bill

conforma-

bly to the prayer of their petition.
'Ordered, That fo much of the faid petition as refpeds a revilion and
amendment of certain parts of the a6t, entituled * An AEl to ejiahli/l) a
" Board of Wardens for the port of Philadelphia, and for other purpofes

"

therein mentioned," be referred to the

members of the

city

and county of

Philadelphia, to report thereon.

appointed yefterday to arrange and report on the mefand on motion, and by
fage from Council, made report, which was read

The committee

;

-7

1

Ipecial

C

"6

]

fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.
That they confider the feveral letters from the Prefident of the United
\
States, with their enclofures, as matters of information.

The

letter

from Governor Clinton, with a refolve of the Legiflature of
fubject of amendments to the conftitution of the United

New-Tork, on the

States, to be matter of information.

That the part of the meffage of Council, refpecting the extraordinary expences attending the purchafe of the tract of country on Lake Erie, be referred to the

committee on ways and means.

That the account of the expences of receiving his Excellency the Prefident of the United States, be referred to a committee.
The part of the meffage of Council, refpecting the purchafe of a lot of
ground whereon to erect a powder magazine, we confider as matter of information.
That fo much of the meffage of Council, as refpects the ftate lottery, be
referred to a committee, and that they be inftructed to confer with Council
thereon.

That

part of the meffage,

relative to annuities to

deceafed officers, &c. be referred
with Council thereon.

to a

widows and children of

committee, with instructions

to confer

the part of the meffage, reflecting the repairs to the banks of MudIJland, be referred to a committee, and that they be inftructed to confer with
Council thereon.
That that part of the meffage of Council, which recommends the inflec-

That

tion of pot and pearl-afhes intended for exportation,

be referred to a

com-

mittee.

That

part of the meffage, refpecting the donation lands and the inftruc-

tions of Council to the Comptroller-General, relative to the exchange of
certificates, your committee confider as matters of information.

the reprefentation of the Board of Wardens of the port of Philawith the meffage, be referred to a committee.
tranfmitted
delphia,
That the letter from John Dunlap, a purchafer of certain lots mentioned
in his application to Council, and the papers accompanying it, be referred to

That

a

committee.

Whereupon, Ordered, That

that part of the meffage of Council, refpecting

the extraordinary expences attending the purchafe of the tract of country
on Lake Erie, be referred to the committee on ways and means, and that
Mr. Hiltzheimer be added to the faid committee, in the room of Mr. Fitzjimons.

Ordered, That

Mr. M'Phcrfon, Mr. Brodhead and Mr.

Johnjlon, be a

com-

mittee, on that part of the meffage of Council refpecting the expences of
receiving his Excellency the Prefident of the United States, and to report

thereon.

That Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Roberts, be a committee
part of the meffage of Council which refpects the ftate lottery, and

Ordered,

on that

that they be inftructed to confer with Council, ami report thereon.
Ordered, That Mr. M'Pherfon, Mr. M'Dowell, Mr. Piper, Mr. Nevil

/

and Mr. Johnjlon, be a committee on that part of the mefiage of Council
which refpects annuities to widows and children of deceafed officers, &c.
with inftructions to confer with Council, and report theieon.
Ordered,

[
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Ordered, That Mr. Sickle, Mr. IVi/cox and Mr. Todd, be a committee on
that part of the meffage of Council which refpects the repairs of the banks
of Mud-Ijland, and that they be instructed to confer with Council, and report thereon.

Ordered,

That Mr.

Robinfon,

Mr. Chapmafi and Mr. M'Lene, be
which recommends the

mittee on that part of the meffage of Council

a

com-

infpec-

tion of pot and pearl-aihes intended for exportation, and to report thereon.

Ordered, That the members of the* city and county of Philadelphia be a
committee, on the reprefentation of the Board of Wardens, tranfmitted with
the meffage of Council, and to report thereon.
Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. Hoge, be a committee
on the letter from John Dunlap, a purchafer of certain lots mentioned in
his application to Council, together with the papers accompanying the fame,
and to report thereon.
On motion of Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. M'Pherfon,
Refolved, That that part of the meffage from the Supreme Executive
Council which relates to the purchafe of a lot for the purpofe of erecting a
powder magazine, be referred to a committee, with inftructions to confer
with Council thereon.
Ordered, That the city members be a committee for the purpofes contain-

ed in the foregoing refolution.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A.

Thurfdajy Augufl 27,

M.

1789.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
Efquire, a Reprefentative for the county of Wejlmoreland,
and Adam Orth, Efquire, a Reprefentative for the county of Dauphin,
appearing in the Houfe, took and fubferibed the oath and affirmation pre'John Irwin,

fcribed by an act of the United States, paffed the firft day of "June laft, to
be taken by the feveral State Legiflatures, and all executive and judicial
officers, both of the United States and of the feveral States, agreeably to

the constitution of the United States.
A petition from Miles Merwin was read, fetting forth, that he has arranged all the acts of Affembly, or fuch parts of them as are now in force
within this commonwealth, in alphabetical order; and praying the countenance and fanction of this Houfe in permitting and authorising the publication of the fame.

Ordered to

A

lie

on the

table.

from divers inhabitants of the borough and
read,
praying
was
the act, entituled " An Ab~i for regulatYork,
county of
reprefentation and petition

i(

ing the fijhery in the rivers
may be repealed.

Codorus and Conewago,

in

York county?

Ordered to lie on the table.
A memorial from Philip Albright, Philip I. King and Solomon Miller,
owners of mills on Codorus creek, below the forks thereof, in the county
of York, was read, of a fimilar tenor with the foregoing petition.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of Francis White, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. Hoge, Mr. Irwin, Mr.

M'Lene and Mr.

Lollar, to report thereon.

The

«8

L
The

petition of Robert Rofs,

Ordered,
thereon.

The

That

it

]

read Auguft 25th, was read the fecond time.

be referred to the

laft

named- committee,

Bartholomew Van-Heer, read March 21ft

petition of

to

report

was read

laft,

the fecond time.

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. M'Pherfon, Mr. Nevil and Mr. Wright,
to report thereon.
The petitions, praying for election diftrifts within the county of Berks,
read yefterday, were leverally read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to the. members from Berks county, to report thereon.

The

of Dr. Thomas Bond, read in the late Houfe of AfTembly,
prefented to the chair, read, and on motion, and
by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Logan, Mr. Chapman and Mr. Johnpetition

March 22d, 1788, was

Jion, to report thereon.

The

petition of Nathaniel Afpinwall, read

March

was read the

25th,

fe-

cond time.
Ordered,

That

and Mr. AUifon,

The

petition

it

be referred to Mr. Moore, Mr. Clingan, Mr. Brodhead

to report thereon.

of "John Houjlon, read February 19th

laft,

was read the

fe-

cond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to
to report thereon.

Mr.

Clingan,

Mr. Maclay and Mr. John-

fton,

The

petition

of "John Rhodes,

read Auguft 25th,

was read the fecond

time.

Ordered, That

it

be referred to Mr. Foulke, Mr. Read and Mr. Barr, to

report thereon.

The

On
It

petition of 'John Clendenin, read yefterday,

the queftion,

was carried

—"

Shall the

fame

was read the fecond time.

be referred to a committee?"

—

in the negative.

The petitions of Thomas Pilkington and Philip Lauer, read Auguft 25th,
were leverally read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Brodhead, Mr. Tyfon and Mr. Miley,
to report thereon.

On

motion of Mr. Robin/on, feconded by Mr. Ihrie,
That the committee to whom was re-committed, March 23d
laft, that part of the report on the petitions of Francis White and Robert
Rofs, fo far as the fame refpecls the cafe of faid Rofs, be discharged.
The committee of accounts made report, which was read ; and on moWheretion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
upon
Refohed, That the Speaker draw an order on the State Treafurer, in favor
of Melchior Sterner, for the fum of twenty-fix pounds fourteen Jhillings and
Ordered,

four-pence half pet.ny, in
confideraticn in the

full

of his account for printing the

bills for

public

German language.

The committee appointed yefterday, on the
made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
Your committee, on the petition of James

petition of

fames Pettigrew,

Pettigrew, late Collector of
the excife in the county of Northampton, beg leave to report the following
refolution
:

Refohed,

ir 9

C
Rejolved,

That

a

]

committee be appointed

to bring in a bill,

to authorize

and require the county court of common pleas of the county of Northampton, upon the petition of James Pettigrew, to grant him relief, with equal
and like effect, and upon the like terms and conditions, as to the imprifonment of his perfon, as is by the laws of this ftate afforded to inlblvent
debtors in cafes of debts by them owing to private perfons.
Provided, That
the difcharge of the faid James Pettigrew mall not extend to exonerate, annul
or leffen the force and effect of any fecurity or engagement entered into by
any perfon for fecuring the payment of the monies collected by him, or for
his good behaviour in the duties of his office.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe proceeded to the election
of a Regifter for the probate of wills and granting letters of administration,
and Recorder of deeds, in and for the county of Berks, and the ballots being taken, the votes for the feveral candidates were as follow, to -wit.
For Coilinfon Read,
23 votes.
Chrijl,
John
20
Jacob Hubley,
9
And there not being a majority of the members prefent in favor of either
of the candidates, the Houfe proceeded to a fecond election by ballot, which
was as follows, viz.
John Chrijl,
26
Coilinfon Read,
25
Jacob Hubley,
I
Whereupon, neither of the candidates having a majority of votes in his
favor,
It

was moved by Mr. Robinfon, feconded by Mr. Lewis,

To poftpone the order of the day until
Which was carried in the negative.

Saturday next.

The

order of the day then recurring, the Houfe proceeded iri the faid
election, and the ballots being taken, it appeared that John Chrijl, Efquire,

was duly

The

elected.

" An Aft

entituled

bill,

*c

General Quarter

**

counties within this

to

alter the times

of holding the Courts of

of the Peace, and Gaol Delivery, in the feveral
commonwealth," was read the third time, and consider-

SeJ/ions

ed by paragraphs.
Ordered,
into a law.

That the fame be

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted

to-morrow, A.

M,

Friday , Auguft 28, 1789.
r

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
Richard Thomas, Efquire, a Reprefentative for the county of Chejler, and
Peter Richards, Efquire, a Reprefentative for the county of Montgomery,
appearing in the Houfe, took and fubferibed the oath and affirmation preferred by an ad: of the United States, paffed the firff day of June laft, to
be taken by the feveral State Legiflatures, and all executive and judicial officers, both of the United States and of the feveral States, agreeably to the
conftitution of the United States.
3

K

Petitions
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number of the

inhabitants of the townfhips of Derby and
Haverford, in the county of Chejler, were read, remonftrating againfl the bill,
entituled *' An A51 for the better regulation and fupport of the poor of Chefter
" county," and praying the fame may not be enacted into a law.
Petitions

from

a

to lie on the table.
from Jofeph Perkins, Abraham Morrow and John Nicholfon, of
a fimilar tenor with the petition of Jofeph Perkins and Abraham Morrow,
read March 25th laft, was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of Wheatfield and part of
Fairfield townfhips, in the county of Wejimoreland, was read, praying they
may be authorized to hold their general elections at the houfe of Henry Hife,
on Conemaugh river.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the firft eledion diftrict
of the county of Wejimoreland was read, praying the place for holding their
general elections may be fixed in a more central and convenient place.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of Verfailles and Plumb
townfhips, in the county of Allegheny, was read, praying they may be autho-

Ordered

A

petition

rized to hold their general elections at the houfe of Matthew Simpfon.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The reprefentation and petition of divers inhabitants of the borough and
county of Tork, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.

Ordered,

Mr. J.

That

it

be referred to Mr. Downing, Mr. Clemfon, Mr. Ty/on,

Mr. Ludwig,

Heijler and

to report thereon.

The memorial of Philip Albright, Philip I. King and Solomon Miller, owners of mills on Codorus creek, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered,

That

it

be referred to the

laft

named committee.

Merwin, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
The
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed February 7th, on
that part of the meffage which refpecls a revifion and arrangement of the
acts of General Affembly, &c. and that Mr. Lollar be added to the faid
committee, in the room of Mr. Clymer.
The committee appointed Auguft 26th, on the petitions from a number
of the inhabitants of Manahan, Warrington, Huntington and Reading townfhips, in the county of York, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee to whom were referred the petitions of fundry inhabitants, freemen of the fifth election diftrict of York county, praying to be
enabled by law to hold their general elections in future at the houfe of
petition of Miles

William Butt, in Warrington townfhip, in faid diftrict, fubmit the following refolution.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, to enable the freemen of Manahan, Warrington, Huntington and
Reading townfhips, compofing the fifth election diftrict in York county, to
hold their general elections in future at the houfe of William Butt, in Warrington townfhip aforefaid.

Ordered to

lie

The committee
report,

which was

on the table.
appointed yefterday on the petition of John Houflon made
read, as follows, viz.

The

2.21

[

The committee,

to

whom

was

]

referred the petition of

John Houfon, hav-

ing taken the matters therein contained into consideration, are of opinion
that the prayer of the petitioner is juft and reafonable ; therefore offer the

following relolution
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, authorifing the Supreme Executive Council to draw an order on
pounds,
the Treafurer of this ftate for the fum of
:

favor of

in

John

Ordered

Houjlon.

to lie

on the

table.

report of the committee, on the petition of a number of the inhabitants of Lancajler county, read March 24th laflr, was read the fecond time.

The

On

motion,

That the

Ordered,

Agreeably

further confideration thereof be poftponed.
member prefented to the chair a bill, entituled

to leave given, a

" An Acl for incorporating the fociety for the relief of
" pilots, their widows and children," which was read the

and decayed
time, and

dijlrejfed
firft

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee, appointed for the purpofe, reported a bill, entituled, "An
" A61 for the better regulation and fupport of the poor of Berks county," which
was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The report of the committee on the petition of fames Pettigrew, read
Whereupon,
yefterday, was read the fecond time
appointed
to bring in a bill, to authorize
be
committee
That
a
Refohed,
upon the petition of
Northampton,
of
the county court of common pleas
James Pettigrew, to grant him relief with equal and like effect, and upon
the like terms and conditions as to the imprifonment of his perfon, as is
by the laws of this ftate afforded to infolvent debtors, in cafes of debts by
:

Provided, that the difcharge of the faid
James Pettigrew fhall not extend to exonerate, annul or leffen the force and
for fecureffedt of any fecurity or engagement entered into by any perfon

them owing

to private perfons.

ing the payment of the monies collected by him, or for his good behaviour
in the duties of his office.
Ordered, That Mr. Hoge, Mr. Ihrie and Mr. Lollar be a committee, to
bring in a bill agreeably to the foregoing refolution.
The bill, entituled " An Acl to enable the owners and pqfefors of a cer" tain tract of marfh and meadow land therein defcribed, fituate in the county
" of Chefter, to keep the banks, dams, Jluices and flood-gates in repair, and to
a fund to defray the expence thereof," was read the third time, and conraife

by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed,

sidered

for the

purpofe of being enacted into a

law.

On

motion of Mr. Piper, feconded by Mr. Lollar,

That Tuefday next be affigned for the third reading of
" An Act for erecting part of Cumberland county into a

Ordered,
entituled

"

county," and that

On

motion,

6th

laft,

be the order for that day.

'

.

.

.

_

committee appointed March
traders of the city of Phiand
on the petition of divers merchants

Ordered,
1

it

the bill,

feparate

That Mr. Robinfon be added

to the

ladelphia.

Adjourned
J

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

M.
.

Saturday,

222
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Saturday^ Auguft 29,

J

A.

1789.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.
Michael Schmyfer, Efquire, a Reprefentative for the county of Tori, appearing in the Houfe, took and fubicribed the oath prescribed by an ad of
the United States, paffed the full day of June laft, to be taken by the feveral
State Legiilatures, and all executive and judicial officers, both of the United
States and of the feveral States, agreeably to the constitution of the. United

The Houfe met

States.

Purfuant to leave given, a

"
"
"
"

"

An

ASl

member

enable the owners

prefented to the chair a

bill,

enti-

and pojjejfors of a

certain trail of tneaprecinSl
in
the
Richmond,
in the towndow land therein defcribed, fituate
of
flip of the Northern-Liberties, Philadelphia county, to keep the banks, dams,
Jluices and floodgates in repair, and to raife a fund to defray the expences

tuled

thereof,"

to

which was

Ordered

to lie

read the

on the

firft

time, and

table.

appointed Augujl 26th, on that part of the mefTage of
Council refpeding the ftate lottery, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
Your committee on that part of the mefTage of Council which refpeds
the ftate lottery, inftruded to confer with Council and report thereon,
have had a conference with Council on that fubjed, and join with them
in opinion, that the laws now in being are not fully fufficient for the purpofes of enforcing the due collection and payment of the monies raifed by
Your committee therefore beg leave to report the following
faid lottery

The committee

:

refolution

:

That

committee be appointed

to bring in a bill, to be enaded
the
colledion of the monies raifed
enforcing
into a law, for the purpofe of
for raifmg, by way
by way of lottery by virtue of an ad, entituled " An
*'
Dollars,
improving
Forty
the public road
Thoufand
the
for
fum of
of lottery,
*' leading from the city of Philadelphia to the wejlern parts of this ftate, and
«' towards the improving the navigation of the river Schuylkill,"
and the
fupplement thereto, by the managers of faid lottery, and paying the fame
into the public treafury, for the purpofes mentioned in the faid ads of Af-

Refolved,

a

AH

fembly.

Ordered to lie on the table.
A motion was made by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Wynkoop, in the
words following, viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to repeal
all the ads of General Affembly of this commonwealth appointing or eftablifhing any eledion diftrids within any county of the faid commonwealth.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The Houfe refumed the confideration of the motion made by Mr. Maclay,
feconded by Mr. Lewis, March 19th laft, relative to the appropriation of a
part of the donation lands for the improvement of the public roads.
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be pcftponed.
The bill, entituled " An At! for incorporating the fociety formed for the
" relief of diftrejfid and decayed pilots, their widows and children,' was read the
fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered,

[
Ordered,

That

it

be tranfcribed
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for a third reading, and forthwith

pub-

lished for confideration.

Adjourned

until

Monday

next, at three o'clock, P.

Monday, Auguft 3r, 1789.

M.

P.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
an infolvent debtor confined in the goal
of the city and county of Philadelphia, was read, praying a committee may
be appointed to report on his Angular and diftreffed fituation, in order that
he may be relieved from further imprifonment ; and on motion, and by
fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Brodhead, Mr. Tyfon and Mr. Miley, to report thereon.
A petition from Lewis Prahl, read in the late Houfe of Afiembly September 10th laft, was prefentsd to the chair, read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
A memorial and petition from William Lyon, Efquire, Prothonotafetting forth, that on the
ry of the county of Cumberland, was read,
night of the firft day of April laft his houfe and office were confumed
by fire; that in faving the public records his own property was deftroyed;
therefore praying he may by law be exempted from the payment of
the tax afiefied on all %vrits iiTuing out of his office, for fuch time as
this Houfe may deem proper.
Ordered to lie on the table.
petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Washington
was read, ftating the mifconduct and unjuftifiable proceedings of Thomas
Stokely, Efquire, in his office as Regifter for the probate of wills and granting letters of administration, and Recorder of deeds for the county of Wajhington, and praying he may be removed from his faid office.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from Thomas Butler, late a Captain in the line of this
ftate in the armies of the United States, was read, fetting forth, that
he was robbed of a certificate received from the Comptroller-General
for the fum of eighty-feven pounds fifteen Jhiliings, in confideration of another
loaned to the ftate for the fame fum, and praying this Houfe to order a
new certificate to be ifiued in lieu of the one he hath been robbed of, or
grant him fuch other relief in the premifes as this Houfe may think proper.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from James Rumfey, by his attorney Jofeph Barnes, was
read, fetting forth, that in the year 1785, and at different periods fince,
he has invented divers ufeful machines, engines and devices, in the art of
navigation, and the hydraulic, hydroftatic and mechanic arts, for the purpofe of promoting the agriculture, commerce and manufactures of America,
and praying leave to bring in a bill to fecure to him the fole and exclufive
privilege of making, eonftructing, ufing, and vending to others the feveral
.engines, machines and devices by him invented, for a term of years.

A

petition

from 'John C/endinen,

A

.

Ordered to

lie

on the

table.

7

L

The

E
The
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.

owners of land in the county of Luzerne, read
the
fecond time.
read
was
Augufl 24th,
fame,
together with all petitions of a fimilar tenor on
Ordered, That the
the files of the Houfe, be referred to Mr. Sickle, Mr. Saltar, Mr. Wynkoop,
Mr. M'Dowell, Mr. Lowrey, Mr. Clingan, Mr. Beale, Mr. J. Heifter, Mr.
Balliott, Mr. Say/or, Mr. White, Mr. Todd, Mr. Wright, Mr. Gilchreeji, Mr.
M'Lene, Mr. -R^, Mr. Or//6 and Mr. Gore, to report thereon.
Ordered, That the committee appointed November 4th laft, on the fubject
of the contefted claims to lands within the county of Luzerne, be dispetition of divers

charged.

The report on the petition of John Houjlon, read Auguft 28th, was read
the fecond time: Whereupon,
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, authorifing the Supreme Executive Council to draw an order on
in
the Treafurer of this ftate for the fum of
favor of John Houjlon.
Ordered, That Mr. Clingan, Mr. Mac/ay and Mr. Johnjlon be a committee, for the purpofes contained in the foregoing refolutions.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" Aft for the relief of James Pettigrew, an infohent Collector of Exafe with" in the county of Northampton, confined in the gaol of faid county," which

time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

was read the

The
"
*'

"
"

firft

entituled

bill,

" An ASi

to enable the

owners and pojfejfors of a certain

trail of meadow land therein defcribed, fituate in the precinct of Richmond,
in the townjhip of the Northern-Liberties, Philadelphia county, to keep the
banks, dams, Jluices and food-gates in repair, and to raife a fund to defray

the expences thereof,"

graphs.
Ordered,

That

it

was read the fecond time, and confidered by para-

be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

lifhed for confideration.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

*Tuefday> September

i,

M.

1789.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.
Chefter county, figned by 665 of the inhabitants thereof,
ASi for the better
was read, remonftrating againft the bill, entituled "
" regulation and fupport of the poor of Chefter county," and praying the fame

The Houfe met

A

petition

from

An

not be enacted into a law.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from 918 freemen of the county of Bucks, 508 of the county of
Chejler, 250 of the county of Lancajler, 943 of the county of York, 1007
of the county of Northampton, 205 of the county of Montgomery, 108 of
the county of Luzerne, and 287 of the county of Huntingdon, inhabitants
thereof, were feverally read, praying that a recommendation be iffued for
electing members of a Convention on the enfuing fecond Tuefday of October,
for accommodating the conftitution of this ftate to the government of the

may

and that the fame equal principles which regulate the representation of the people in the General Affembly may be applied to the election of members of the Convention.
A peOrdered to lie on the table.
United

States,

[

^s

]

A petition from a number of the inhabitants of Reading townihip, in Tork
county, was read, praying they may be annexed to the firft election difhricTt of
faid county.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The

Lewis Prahl, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. Chapman and Mr. M'Lene,
petition of

to report thereon.

The memorial and

petition of William Lyon,

Efq; read yefterday, was

read the fecond time.

That

Ordered,

it

be referred to Mr. Robin/on, Mr. Lowrey and Mr. Ken-

nedy, to report thereon.

The

petition of 'Thomas Butler, read yefterday,

That

Ordered,

it

was read the fecond time.
be referred to Mr. Nevil, Mr. Maclay and Mr. Hoge, to

report thereon.

The

petition of

1356 of the inhabitants of the weftern part of the county
of Tork, read March 20th laft, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Hoge,
Mr. Nevil, Mr. M'Lene, Mr. Irwin and Mr. Kennedy, to report thereon.
The committee appointed Augujl 26th, on that part of the meffage of
Council refpecting the expences of receiving his Excellency the Prefident
of the United States, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom the eftimate of the expence of receiving the
Prefident of the United States was referred, report
That they find an expence of one hundred and thirteen pounds and fix-pence
was incurred for ordnance ftores and fire-works on that occafion
They
:

following refolution,
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, empowering
the Supreme Executive Council to draw an order on the Treafurer of the
ftate for the above amount.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed Augujl 26th, on that part of the menage of
Council which refpects the annuities to widows and children of deceafed
therefore offer the

made

which was read, as follows, viz.
whom was referred the eftimate of penfions to widows and children of deceafed officers of the army, flying camp, ftate re-

officers,

report,

The committee,

giments and

to

navy, report
appeared to be the fenfe of the Houfe, by the adoption of
that part of the report of the committee on ways and means offered laft kffion, which recommends a continuation of penfions to widows and children
of deceafed officers fome time longer, to which they were actuated by a
confideration of the diftrefs the penfioners would be fubject to until Congrefs fhould make provifion, and having conferred with the Supreme Executive Council, as directed by the Houfe, on the fubject, and finding no unappropriated funds on which Council are empowered to draw, beg leave to
offer the following refolution,
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, empowering the Supreme Executive Council to iffue orders on
the Treafurer of the ftate, in favor of fuch perfons as were entitled by law
to receive penfions, to be paid out of the ten thoufand pounds let afide annually, as by law enacted the 26th of March, 1789, for the purpofes of falisfying claims not already provided for, improvement of roads, &c»

That

as

ftate

it

Ordered

to

He on the

table.

The

—
£

"6

]

The committee

appointed Augujl 27th, on the petition of John Rhoads,
was read, as follows, viz.
which
made report,
The committee on the petition of John Rboads report
Your committee, having examined into and confidered the fubjedt of the
laid petition, are of opinion that it would not be expedient at this time for
the Legiflature to grant the prayer thereof: Therefore offer the following
refolution,

Refohed, That 'John Rhoads have leave to withdraw his petition.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
'" A£l author t/ing the Supreme Executive Council to draw an order on the Trea-

" furer of this Jl ate, for the fum a/'eighty-eight pounds ten (hillings, injavor
"
°f J onn Houfton," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled " An Act for the relief of James Pettigrew, an injol" vent Collector of Excife within the county of Northampton, confined in the
" gaol of faid county," was read the fecond time, and in part considered.

"
il

That

the fuither confideration thereof be postponed.
The bill, entituled " An Acl for feparating Newberry town/hip, in the coun~
ty of York, from the fifth, and annexing the fame to the firjl election difiriSl
of that county]' was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being ena&ed into a

Ordered,

law.

The motion made

Augujl 29th by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Wynkoop,

was read the fecond time.
And on the queftion, " Will
It was carried in the negative.

On

the Houfe adopt the

fame?"

—

motion,

That Mr. Lewis and Mr. Brodhead be added to the committee
appointed Augujl 26th, on that part of the nieffage of Council which refpedts the repairs of the banks of Mud-IJland.
On motion of Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Beale,
Ordered, That the order of this day be poftponed until Friday next, and
-that it be the order for that day.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M..
Ordered,

JVednefday^

September

2,,

1789.

A.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
Petitions from 180 inhabitants of the county of Cumberland, and of the
Grand ]ury and 601 inhabitants of the county of Northumberland, were
read, of a fimilar tenor with thofe read yefterday refpe&ing the election of
members of a Convention, for accommodating the conttitution of this Hate

government of the United States.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A memorial from the Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of Philadelphia
was read, fuggeftinp- the propriety of certain amendments to the aft, entituled " An Act for incorporating the city of Philadelphia," and praying that
fuch parts thereof may be reviled ; and on motion, and by fpecial order,
the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the city members, to report thereon.

to the

Ape-

2,27

C
A

petition

]

from James Rowan,

late a Collector of taxes for the diftrict
confined in the gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia, was read, praying he may be releafed from his imprifonment, for
the exprefs purpofe of ftating and adjufting his accounts with the public,
under fuch reftriclions as this Houfe may deem proper.
Ordered to lie on the table.

now

of Southwark, and

A

petition from divers owners of lands in the frontier and other counof this ftate was read, referring to their petition, read February 14th
laft, and praying the fame may be taken into confideration, and a further
fufpenfion of the fale of fuch land for taxes may take place, until a new
and better mode of affeffment and collection may be devifed.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A letter from his Excellency the Prefident of the Supreme Executive
ties

Council was read,

as follows,

viz.

COUNCIL,
SIR,
In

Philadelphia, September 2,

1789.

HAVE

the honor of enclofing to you, for the information of the General AfTembly, a refolution of Congrefs, for carrying into effect a furvey
directed to be made by an act of the late Congrefs, which refolution hath

I

been this day received by Council.

I

have the honor

S

to be,

I

-with the greatejl refpefl,

R,

Tour

obedient

and humble fervant,

THOMAS MIFFLIN.
^The

Hon.

Richard Peters,

Efquire.

And the enclofure was alfo read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order,
the letter with its enclofure were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the fame be referred to the committee on ways and means,
to report thereon.
A tranfeript of the accounts of the Managers of the Pennjylvania Hofpital,
for the year preceding, was prefented to the chair : Whereupon,
Ordered,

That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Logan, Mr. Chapman, Mr. M'Dowe/l and

Mr. Hoge, be appointed Vifitors, to
ceconomy of the faid Managers, and

infpect the books, accounts, affairs and

report thereon.

The committee on ways and means made report, as follows, viz.
The committee on ways and means, to whom was referred that

part of

the meffage from the Supreme Executive Council which refpects the negociating the purchafe of the Lake Erie tract of country from the Indians, having attended to that bufinefs, do find that the fum of money appropriated
for that purpofe by act of Affembly falls eight hundred and Jixty-jive pounds
fifteen Jhillings and jour-pence {hort of perfecting the faid purchafe, and the
neceffary expences attending the fame; therefore your

committee

offer the

following refolution, viz.
Refolved,

That

a

committee be appointed to bring in
Supreme Executive Council

into a law, authorifing the

3

M

a bill,
to

to be enacted

draw an order on
the

[
the State Treafurer for the

fum of

ai8

]

eight hundred

and fixty-five pounds

fifteen

of the above deficiency ; to be paid out of
the ten thoufand pounds appropriated by act of Aflembly of the twenty-fixth
of March, 1789, for claims and improvements.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed Augujl 27th, on the feveral petitions from the
inhabitants of the county of Berks, made report, which was read, as fol-

Jhillings

and four-pence,

in full

lows, viz.

committee, to whom were referred the feveral petitions from the inhabitants of the county of Berks, beg leave to report the following refolution
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, for dividing
the faid county of Berks into election diftricts, agreeably to the prayer of

The

:

faid petitioners.

Ordered to

on the

lie

The Houfe refumed
**

"

table.

the confederation of the

bill,

entituled

" An Act for

the relief of James Pettigrew, an info/vent Collector of Excife within the
county of Northampton, confined in the gaol of faid county" and having

fully considered the

Ordered,

That

it

fame by paragraphs,
be transcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publish-

ed for con fi deration.

" An A3 to erect Wyoming town/hip, and that part
" of Catawifley and Mahoning town/hips herein after defcrtbed, in the county of
" Northumberland, into a feparate election dijlrict," was read the third time,

The

entituled

bill,

and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engrofTed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
law.

The
"

" An Act

to divide the county of Luzerne into election
was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

entituled

bill,

dijlritts,"

law.

The
**

"

entituled

bill,

" An Act for

incorporating the

German Lutheran

congregation worjhipping at the church called St. PeterV, in Pikeland townJhip, in the county of Chefter," was read the third time, and confidered

by paragraphs.
Ordered,

That

it

be engrofTed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

law.

The
"
"

entituled

bill,

" An Act for

incorporating the

German Lutheran

congregation worjhipping at the church called Zion, in Pikeland town/hip,
in the county of Chefter," was read the third time, and confidered by

paragraphs.
Ordered,

That

it

be engrofTed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

law.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

M.

Tkurfday, September 3, 1789.
The Houfe met

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from 181 inhabitants of the county of Bucks, 372 inhabitants
the
of
county of York, 104 inhabitants of the county of Northampton, and
309 inhabitants of the county of Montgomery, were read, of a fimilar tenor
Petitions

with

[

1*9

]

with thofe read yefterday, refpecting the eledion of members of a Convenaccommodating the conftitution of this ftate to the government of
the United States.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from a number of the inhabitants of the city and county of Philadelphia were read, praying a law may be paffed, to abolifh the excife upon
tion for

fpirituous liquors within this

commonwealth.

Ordered to lie on the table.
A letter from his Excellency the Prefident of the Supreme Executive
Council was read, as follows, viz.

In

COUNCIL,

September 3,

1789.

SIR,
HAVE

the honor of tranfmitting to you, to be laid before the General
Afiembly, the petition of Daniel Leet, in behalf of himfelf and other
Surveyors of the depreciation lands, for compenfation for their fervicesf
together with a report of a committee of Council on that fubjedt.

I

With

the greatejl refpeSl,

I have

the honor to be,

SIR,
Tour

obedient

and humble fervant,

THOMAS MIFFLIN,
The Hon. Richard Peters, Efquire*

And

the papers enclofed were alfo read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
On motion of Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. M'Dowell,
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare an addrefs to the
Prefident of the United States, exprefiive of the high fenfe entertained by
this Houfe of his diftinguifhed merit, and congratulating him on his appointment to his prefent exalted ftation, at the head of a government founded on the authority of the people, and calculated to fecure them in the enjoyment of their lives, liberties and property.
Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Robin/on and Mr. Hoge be a committee, to

prepare an addrefs agreeably to the foregoing refolution.
motion was made by Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Piper, as follows, viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, for the purpofe of lowering the price of the unappropriated land
pounds
in the late purchafe, and fixing the price thereof at
per hundred acres, to be paid as is directed by the prefent laws ; and alfo to
exempt from taxes all the lands that have been or fhall be purchafed of the
years from and
faid unappropriated lands within the term of
after the opening of the office for the fale of faid lands ; and to exempt
years, in addition to
from taxes, for and during the term of
years, every tract of four hundred acres,
the aforefaid term of
on which an actual fettlement or improvement (hall be made within the term
years firft above mentioned, provided the fame fettlement
of

A

be purfued and continued.
Ordered,

That the

confideration thereof be poftponed.

The

*3°

[
The

number of

petition of a

read Augujl 31ft

the inhabitants of the county of IVaJJnngton,
was read the fecond time.

laft,

That it be
Todd and Mr. Jobnfon,
Ordered,

The

]

referred to

Mr. Lewis, Mr.

Robin/on,

Mr. Hoge, Mr.

to report thereon.

petition of Samuel Briggs, read

March 25th

laft,

was read the fecond

time.

Ordered, That
to report thereon.

The

it

be referred to Mr. Moore, Mr. Opp and Mr. Gilchreeji,

owners of land in the frontier and other counties of
was read the fecond time.
be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. Maclay and Mr. Jobnjlon,

petition of divers

this ftate, read yefterday,

Ordered, That it
to report thereon.
The report of the committee on that part of the meffage of Council,
refpe&ing the annuities to widows and children of deceafed officers, read

September ift, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be re-committed.
The report of the committee on the feveral petitions from the inhabitants
Whereof the county of Berks, read yefterday, was read the fecond time
:

upon

That

Refolved,

a

committee be appointed,

the county of Berks into election

diftricts,

to bring in a bill for dividing

agreeably to the prayer of the

petitions of the inhabitants of that county.

Ordered, That the members from Berks county be a committee, to bring
in a bill agreeably to the foregoing refolutian.
The bill, entituled " An Aft to grant and fecure to Robert Leflie, for a

"

and exclufive right and benefit of confiruSling, making
and Jelling, within this commonwealth, the improvements by him lately in" vented on clocks and watches," was read the third time, and confidered by
limited time, the Jble

**

paragraphs.

That

Ordered,

be engrofTed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

it

law.

On

motion of Mr. Moore, feconded by Mr. Clingan,
Ordered, That Mr. Hiltzheimer and Mr. Logan be added to the committee
appointed Augujl 27th, on the petition of Nathaniel Afpinwall.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

Friday, September^ 1789.
The Houfe met purfuant
Hugh Davifon, Efquire,

to

A. M.

adjournment.

a Reprefentative for the county of Huntingdon.,
appearing in the Houfe, took and fubfcribed the oath prefcribed by an adt
of the United States, p affed the fir ft day of fune laft, to be taken by the
feveral State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial officers, both of the
United States and of the feveral States, agreeably to the conftitution of the

United

States.

Petitions

from 1450 of the inhabitants of the county of Chefer were

read, remonftrating againft a divifion of faid county.

Ordered

A

to lie

on the

table.

number of

the inhabitants of the townfhips of Potters
and Upper Bald-Eagle, in the county of Northumberland, was read, praying,
that
petition

from

a

£3*

[
mould the

that

bill,

"An

entituled

]

Aft for

erefting

part of Cumberland

"

county into a feparate county," be paffed into a law, and the feat of juftice
fixed at Old-Town, they may be annexed to the county thereby erected.
Ordered to lie on the table.

A

from 150 inhabitants of the

petition

city of Philadelphia

a fimilar tenor with thofe read yefterday, refpecting the excife

was read, of
on fpirituous

liquors.

A

Ordered to lie on the table.
letter from the Honorable Frederick A. Muhlenberg, Efquire, was read,

containing his refignation of the offices of Regifter for the probate of wills
and granting letters of adminiftration, arid Recorder of deeds, in and for
the county of Montgomery.
Ordered to lie on the table.

A

letter

a

from David

t

Rittenhoufe, Efquire,

was

read, as follows, viz.

September ^d, 1789.

V

inform the Honorable Houfe of AfTembly, that
have
E G leave
IBprepared
about
thoufand pounds (including loan-office money) of
to

I

fifteen

the bills of credit iffued by act of March 16th, 17^5, and punched it for
burning.
If the Houfe (hall think proper to direct their committee to proceed on that fervice, the whole Aim of twenty thoufand pounds, directed by
to be annually deftroyed, may, it is probable, be prepared by the time
I have likewife about twenty-two
the committee can go through with it.
bills
the
iffued
of
by
act
of April 7th, 1781, and a fmall
thoufand pounds

law

Aim

in treafury notes and ifland

I am,

money,

to be deftroyed.

SIR,

With great

refpeft,

Tour mofl

obedient humble fervant,

DAVID RITTENHOUSE,
Richard Peters,

Hon.

And on
time

:

Treafurer.

Efquire.

motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond

Whereupon

That the committee of accounts be directed to count, burn and
deftroy the feveral fums of money in the faid letter enumerated.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported an Addrefs to the President of the United States, which was read, and
Refolved,

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled '* An
" Aft to divide the county of Berks into election dijlrifts," which was read the
firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Mr. Lewis, in his place, read a bill, entituled " An Aft for dividing the
'««
county of Chefter, and to ereft the lower or eafiernmojl part thereof into a
" feparate county," and having obtained leave of the Houfe for that purpofe,
prefented the fame to the chair, when the fame was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
3

N

The

2-3*

[

The

petition of fofeph Perkins,

Augujl 28th

laft,

Abraham Morrow and

'John Nicholfon, read

was read the fecond time.

Ordered, That it be referred to
to report thereon.

The

J

Mr.

of James Rowan,

Robinfon,

Mr. Jobnjlon and Mr. Gore,

late a Collector

of Taxes in the

diftricl of
Southward, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Sickle, Mr. Salter and Mr. John/on,

petition

to report thereon.
The report of the committee on that part of the meffage

the ftate lottery, read Augujl 29th

laft,

which

was read the fecond time

:

refpects

Where-

upon
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, for the purpofe of enforcing the collection of the monies raifed
by way of lottery by virtue of an act, entituled " An ASl for raijing, by way

" of lottery, the fum of Forty ThoiJand Dollars, for improving the public road
" leading from the city of Philadelphia to the wejlern parts of this Jlate, and
" towards the improving the navigation of the river Schuylkill," and the
fupplement thereto, by the managers of faid lottery, and paying the fame
into the public treafury, for the purpofes mentioned in the faid acts of Affembly.
Ordered, That Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Roberts be a committee,
to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The bill, entituled " An ASl authorifmg the Supreme Executive Council

" to draw an
" pounds ten

order on the Treajurer of this Jlate, for the fum of eighty-eight
Houfton," was read the fecond time,

(hillings, in favor g/"John

and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith published for confideration.
motion was made by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Nevil, as follows,

A

viz.
fecurity of individuals greatly depends on the due adminiof juftice, and whereas it is eflential to the fame that men of law
knowledge, as well as of integrity, fhould prefide in the adminiftration
thereof, and it is conceived that this great end may be effected in the more
fettled parts of this commonwealth, without an expence proportionate to the
Therefore
advantage refulting therefrom
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to provide
that one fit and fuitable perfon mail be appointed and commifiioned by the
Prefident and Supreme Executive Council, as Prefident of the feveral courts
of Common Pleas of the counties of Philadelphia, Chejler, Bucks and Montgomery ; and that another fit and fuitable perfon fhall be appointed and commifiioned in manner aforefaid, as Prefident of the feveral courts of Common
Pleas of the counties of Lancajier, Berks, Northampton and Dauphin ; and
to provide that a juft and adequate compenfation be made them, from
the law proceedings and profits arifing from fuch of the offices within the
faid feveral counties, as may be deemed right and proper.
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
On motion,
Ordered, That Mr. Davifon be added to the committee appointed Auguft 29th, on the petition of divers owners of land in the county of Luzerne, and all other petitions of a fimilar tenor.

Whereas the

ftration

:

On

C
On

]

motion of Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,

Ordered,

"

entituled

"
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That the order of this day, for the third reading of the bill,
An Acl for erecJing part of Cumberland county into a jeparate

county," be poftponed

until JVednefday

next,

and that

it

be the order

for that day;

The

bill,

"

entituled

An

Ac~l to enable the

owners and

poffeffors

of a cer-

" tain tracJ of marjli and meadow land therein dejeribed, Jituate in the county
" of Chefter, to keep the banks, dams, jluices and flood-gates in repair, and
" defray the expence thereof," having been brought in engrofTcd, was compared at the table, enacted into a law, and the Speaker directed to fign the
fame.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

Saturday

',

September^ 1789.

A.

M.

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
John Carfon, Efquire, a Reprefentative for the county of Dauphin, appearing in the Houfe, took and fubferibed the oath prefcribed by an act of
the United States, palled the firft day of June laft, to be taken by the feveral State Legiflatures, and all executive and judicial officers, both of the
United States and of the feveral States, agreeably to the conftitution of the
United States.
Petitions from 968 inhabitants of the city of Philadelphia, 151 inhabitants of the county of Bucks, and 578 inhabitants of the county of Franklin, were read, of a firnilar tenor with thofe read September ift, refpecting
the election of members of a Convention, for accommodating the conftitution of this ftate to the government of the United States.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from $j inhabitants of the county of Chejler was read, remonftrating againft a diviiion of faid county.

Ordered

A

to lie

on the

table.

from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Allegheny
remonftrating againft the erecting the townfhips of Plumb and
in faid county, into a feparate election diftrict.

petition

was

read,

Verfailles,

Ordered

A

to lie

from

on the

table.

number of

the inhabitants of Peters townfhip, in the
county of Franklin, was read, ftating their particular fituation with refpedt
to the tax laid for the year 1782, and praying a further time may be allowed
petition

them

for the

a

payment

thereof.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" Acl for the infpeclion of jhingles," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed Augufl 26th laft, on the letter from John Dunlap, transmitted with the mefTage of Council, made report, which was read,
as follows, viz.
to whom was referred the memorial of John Dunlap,
accompanying
the fame, together with that part of the mefand the papers
fage from the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council which relates there-

The committee,

to,

report

That

t
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and inhabitant of this commonwealth, being feized of a lot or piece of ground, fituate on the north-eaft
corner of Shippen and Third-Jlreets, in the diftrict. of Southwark, in the
county of Philadelphia, containing in breadth one hundred feet, and in
depth one hundred feet, fubjecl: to a rent charge of eleven Spanijl) piftoles
per Annum, payable to Luke Morris, in fee fimple, was duly attainted of
high treafon, and the faid lot thereby forfeited to this commonwealth, and
was afterwards fold by the Agents for forfeited eftates, and duly granted
and confirmed by a patent, under the great feal of this commonwealth, to
John Dunlap and George Henry, for the price of /even thoufand pounds, by
them paid for the fame, as being fubjecx. only to five Spanijh piftoles per
Annum, and no more; that the faid John Dunlap having, for a valuable
confideration by him paid, fince purchafed from the faid George Henry his
moiety of the faid lot, as being fubject. only to a proportionable part of the
laft mentioned annual fum, is juftly entitled to have of this commonwealth
the value of a rent charge for ever of fix Spanifo piftoles, in fine gold,
pounds, lawful money of
which your committee eftimate at
Pennfylvania: They therefore offer the following reiblution, viz.
Refolved, That the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council be authorized and directed to draw an order on the State Treafurer, in favor of John
lawful money of
Dunlap, for
out
appropriated
paid
of
the
fund
for
claims and imbe
Penn/ylvania, to
provements.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed Augufl 27th laft, on the petition of Nathaniel
Afpinwall, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of Nathaniel Afpinwall, fetting forth, that he hath devoted a great part of his time in the
railing of mulberry trees for the culture of filk in the ftate of Connecticut,
and that he has brought with him a quantity of feed, from which he has
raifed a very great number of plants this feafon, but from the narrownefs
of his circumftances is incapable of proceeding without the alfiftance and
Your committee, having taken the matters conpatronage of the public
into
confideration, are fully impreffed with a fenfe of
petition
his
in
tained
the great advantages that might accrue to the inhabitants of this ftate from
the railing of mulberry trees and cultivation of filk, and are of opinion that
he deferves the encouragement and patronage of this Houfe Therefore offer

That Alexander Bartram,

late a fubje<ft

.

,

:

:

the following refolution,

That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
enabling the Prefident or Vice-Prefident in Council to draw an
law,
into a
order on the Treafurer of this ftate, for the fum of
pounds, to be given on loan to Nathaniel Afpinwall for the term of
years, he giving bond for the repayment of the fame.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Mr. Robinfon, in his place, read, and, having obtained leave, prefented to
the chair a bill, entituled " An A£l to remedy the defects of an aSl, entituled " A Supplement to an act, entituled " An Ail more effectually to preRefolved,

" vent

"

unfair practices in the packing of beef and pork for exportation, and to
regulate the exportation of fax-Jeed, butter and b'fcuit in kegs," when the

fame was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

The

C
The
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and refignation of the Honorable Frederick A. Muhlenberg
Efquire, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
On motion,
letter

That the confideration thereof be poftponed until Monday next.
The petitions from a number of the inhabitants of Chejler county, remonOrdered,

strating againft a divifion of the fame, read yefterday

and

this day,

were read

the fecond time.

Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Hiltzheimer, Mr. Robin/on, Mr.
Chapman, Mr. Tyfon and Mr. Nevil, to report thereon.
The bill, entituled " An Aft to divide the county of Berks into eleiJion di" JlriSls," was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

limed for confideration.
The Addrefs to the Prefident of the United States, read yefterday, was
read the fecond time, and adopted unanimoufly, as follows, viz.

To
The

the

PRESIDENT

ADDRESS
the

S

I

THE

of the

of the

United States.

Representatives

Commonwealth of

of the

Freemen

of

Pennfylvania, in General ASTembly met.

R,

comply with their duty
more to their fatisfaction, than by paying a juft
the merits of one, whofe important exertions, unexampled perfeReprefentatives of a free people cannot

to their conftituents

tribute to
verance, and distinguished military talents,

have eminently contributed to
Impreffed with the moft lively fenfe of
the establishment of their liberties.
your love for your country, invariably evidenced in the courfe of your paft
fervices, and of which you have given a new proof, by facrificing your
predilection for private life to the defires of your fellow-citizens, and again
appearing on the public Stage, we moft Sincerely congratulate you on your
elevation to the high ftation

you now

fill.

The citizens of this ftate, having been among the firft to adopt the fyftem of fcederal government on which they fo much depend for their portion
of the national profperity, cannot but be highly gratified by the progrefs
which has been made towards its compleat organization ; and they have a
pleafing addition to their fatisfaction, by your having been fo unanimoufly
are confident that we declare the fenfe of the
placed at the head of it.
people of Pennjylvania, when we affure you of the firm and conftant Support of this ftate in all meafures, in which its aid Shall be neceffary, for
rendering your administration eafy to yourfelf and beneficial to our country.
deem it a circumftance which Strongly marks the good fenfe and
virtue of our countrymen, that they peaceably and deliberately concurred in
a frame of general government, which, we firmly truft, will in its operation dignify our character, entitle us to refpedt among the nations, and enWith hearts expanded
fure happinefs and fafety to us and our posterity.
beyond the limits of our own country, we moft ardently hope that the influence of this novel, but bright, example may be extended, till freedom, under
governments of laws, not of men, Shall blefs the oppreSTed of every climate
and country. The old will then be experimentally taught by the new world,

We

We

3

O

that
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that reafon, virtue, union, moderation and patriotifm, can, under the fmiles
of Heaven, without the fvvord, accompliih the happinefs of nations by pacific

revolutions in their political fyftems, whenfoever they require them.
the warmeft wifb.es for your perfonal happinefs, we fervently be-

With

feech the great Author and Supporter of our Exiftence, that he will, by
granting you a continuance of health, long preferve a life fo dear to your

country, and exemplary to mankind.
Ordered, That the Speaker be directed to fign and tranfmit the fame to
the Senators reprefenting this ftate in the Senate of the United States, to be
by them prefented.

On

motion,

That Mr. Maclay have

Ordered,

leave of abfence for the remainder of this

feflion.

The

bill,

"

entituled

A further Supplement to the act,

entituled

"

An Act

"
"

to prevent the exportation of bread and flour not merchantable, and for
repealing at a certain time all the laws heretofore made for that purpofe,"
was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That the fame be engroffed, for the purpofe of being ena&ed

into a law.

Adjourned

until three o'clock

Monday
The Houfe met

-,

on Monday next, P.

September

7,

1789.

M.

P.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from 242 inhabitants of the county of Philadelphia, 146 of the
county of Chejler, 96 of the county of Lancajler, 612 of the county of
Tork, and 64 of the county of Dauphin, were read, of a fimilar tenor with
thofe read September iff, refpecting the election of members of a Convention, for accommodating the conftitution of this ftate to the government of
Petitions

the United States.

Ordered to lie on the table.
from 250 inhabitants of the county of Dauphin were read, praying no order may be taken for calling a Convention, for the purpofe of accommodating the conftitution of this ftate to the government of the United
States, but that the fame may be left to the decifion of the Council of
Petitions

Cenfors.

A

Ordered

to lie

petition

from

on the
1 1 1

table.

inhabitants of the townfhip of Greenwood, in the
was read, praying the eaftern part of faid town-

county of Cumberland,
fhip may not be annexed to the county propofed to be eredted by the bill,
entituled " An A£l for erecling part of Cumberland county into a ftp arate
**

county."

A

Ordered

to lie

petition

from Lindjay Coats was read, praying to be appointed Regifter
&c. and Recorder of" deeds, for the county of Mont-

on the

table.

for the probate of wills,

gomery.

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

The

*37
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The Houfe refumed

the confideration of the letter from the Honorable
Frederick A. Muhlenberg, Efquire, poftponed September 5th
Whereupon,
Rejblved, That his reiignation be accepted.
:

And on motion

of Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Wright,
Ordered, That Wednefday next be affigned for the eledion of a Regifter for
the probate of wills and granting letters of adminiftration, and Recorder of
deeds, in and for the county of Montgomery, and that it be the order
for
that day.

The

petition of

James Rumfey, by
was read the fecond time.

guji 31ft,

his Attorney Jofepb Barnes, read

Ordered, That the petitioner have leave to bring in a
the prayer of his petition.

The

from

petitions

bill,

Au-

conformably

to

and Plumb tcwnihips, in the county of
read Augujl 28th, and the petition
from a number of the inhabitants of the faid county, read September 5th,
againft the meafure, were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Lowry, Mr. Chapman and Mr.
Hoge, to report thereon.
The report on the petition of Nathaniel Afpinwall, read September 5th, was
read the fecond time.
And on the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the fame?"
Allegheney,

new

for a

Versailles

election diftricl,

—

—

was carried in the negative.
On motion of Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Wynkocp,
Refolved, That this Houfe will, on Wednefday next, refolve itfelf into a
committee of the whole, to take into confideration the petitions in favor of
It

as well as thofe againft the calling

tering and

of a Convention, for the purpofe of al-

amending the conftitution of

this

Commonwealth.

The

following bills having been brought in engroffed, were feverally
compared at the table, enadled into laws, and the Speaker direded to frgn
the fame, viz.

An

ACT

to alter the times

fions of the Peace

of holding the courts of General Quarter Sefin the feveral counties within this Com-

and Goal Delivery

monwealth.

An
An

ACT to divide the county of Luzerne into eleSlion diftricl
ACT for Jeparating Newberry town/hip, in the county of York,
s.

from
and annexing the fame to the firft eleSlion diftriSl of that county, and
to enable the freemen of Manahan, Warrington, Huntingdon and Reading
town/hips, to hold their general eleclions at the houfe of William Butt.
to grant and fecure to Robert Leflie, for a limited time, the fole
An
and exclujive right and benefit of con/lrucJing, making and felling, within this
commonwealth, the improvements by him lately invented on clocks and watches.
An ACT to erecl Wyoming town/hip, and that part of Catawiffey and
Mahoning town/hips hereinafter defcribed, in the county of Northumberland,

the fifth,

ACT

into

a feparate

Adjourned

eleclion dftricl.

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

Tuefday, September
The Houfe met

A

letter

8,

M.

1789.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from John Ludwig, Efquire, was

read,

in excufe for his non-

attendance.

Ordered to

lie

on the

table.

Petitions

:

E
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from "James Hockley, Jofeph Dean, Benjamin Thomas, "James
Morris and Jacob Auld, were read, feverally praying to be appointed to the
Petitions

offices

of Regifter for the probate of wills and granting letters of adminiand Recorder of deeds, in and for the county of Montgomery.

ftration,

Ordered to

A

petition

lie

on the

table.

from Jojhua Elder and John Elder, junior, Deputy Surveyors
was read, praying a compenfation may be made them

in the late purchafe,

for their fervices in the furvey of depreciation lands.

Ordered to lie on the table.
memorial and petition from the bifcuit bakers of the city of Philadelphia was read, ftating that the exportation of ffiip fluff is the principal caufe
of the decreafe of the bifcuit baking bufinefs, and praying a legal reftraint
may be Jaid on the exportation thereof.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from the members of the Prefbyterian congregation of NewLondon, in the county of Chejler, was read, praying that part of the act,

A

" An Ab~i Jar incorporating the Prejbyterian
" London, in the county of Chefter," may be repealed

entituled

by

fpecial order,

congregation of
;

New-

and on motion, and

the fame was read the fecond time.

Ordered, That
port thereon.

it

be referred to the members from Chejler county, to re-

A petition from 52 of the inhabitants of the county of Chejler was read,
remonftrating againft a divifion of faid county.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed September 5th, on
petitions of a fimilar tenor.

A

letter

from Robert

Lollar, Efquire, containing a refignation of his feat

Houfe, was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

in this

Petitions from 90 inhabitants of the county of Philadelphia, and 153 inhabitants of the county of Franklin, were read, of a fimilar tenor with thofe
read yefterday refpedting the election of members of a Convention, for ac-

commodating the

conftitution of this ftate to the

government of the United

States.

Ordered

to lie

on the

The petition of Mary
Whereupon

table.

Pine, read Augujl 25th, was read the fecond time

Ordered, That the petitioner have leave to bring in a
prayer of her petition.

bill,

agreeably to the

The petition of a number of the inhabitants of Peters townfliip, in the
county of Franklin, read September 5th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. Hoge and Mr. M'Lene, to
report thereon.

Agreeably to leave giveo, a member prefented to the chair a bill, entituled
An Act for vefting in James Rumfey, Efquire, the exclujive right and pri" vilege of making, ufing and vending divers engines, machines and devices, by
" him invented or improved, Jbr a term oj years therein mentioned," which
was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled
An Acl to remedy the defects of an ab~l, entituled " A
M Supplement to the act, entituled " An Acl mere effectually to prevent un" fair practices in the packing of beef and pork jor exportation, and to regulate
*'

*'*

"

the

139
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"

the exportation of fax-feed, butter and bifcuit in kegs," was read the fecond
time, and conlidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publilh-

ed for conlideration.

The

"

An

ASl for the

infpeSlion of Jkingles" was read the
fecond time, and conlidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publilhed for conlideration.
The bill, entituled " An ASl relating to Sheriffs," was read the third time,
and in part conlidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That the conlideration thereof be poftponed.
The bill, entituled " An Act for the relief of James Pettigrew, an in" folvent Collector of Excife within the county of Northampton, confined in
** the gaol
of faid county," was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enatted into a
law.
On motion of Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. M'Lene,
Ordered, That Mr. Robinfon, Mr. IVynkoop, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Hoge and
Mr. Roberts, be added to the committee appointed September 3d, on the
petition of divers owners of land in the frontier and other counties of this

entituled

bill,

ftate.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

Wednefday^
The Houfe met

A

letter

from

Council was read,

to-morrow, A.

September 9,

M.

1789.

A.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.
Excellency the Prefident of the Supreme Executive

his

as follows,

viz.

COUNCIL,
SIR,
In

Philadelphia, September 9,

1789.

HAVE

the honor to tranfmit to you an act of Congrefs to eftablifh
the Treafury Department ; and an act for regulating and clearing veflels,
regulating the coalting trade, and for other purpofes ; which acts you will be

I

pleafed to lay before the General AlTembly.

I

have the honor

With

to

be,

the greatefi refpefi,

Tour

obedient

and humble fervant,

THOMAS MIFFLIN.
The Hen.

Richard Peters,

Efquire,

Speaker of the General Affembly.

And

the enclofures were alfo read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from 401 inhabitants of the city of Philadelphia, and 113 inhabitants of the county of Bedford, were read, of a fimilar tenor with thofe
read
^ p

[
read September

ift,

accommodating the

M°

]

refpedting the election of

members of

conftitution of this ftate to the

a Convention, for

government of the Unit-

ed States.

Ordered
Petitions

to lie on the table.
from 306 inhabitants of the county of Dauphin were

read,

praying no order may be taken for calling a Convention, for the purpole
of accommodating the conftitution of this ftate to the government of the
United States, but that the fame may be left to the decifion of the Council
of Cenfors.

Ordered to

A

petition

lie on the table.
from Hubley and Wagjlaff, of Northumberland county,

was

have made confiderable progrefs in eftablifhing
copperplate
the
printing of muflins, linens, &c. and ftating their inability
to continue and enlarge the fame without the aid of the Legiflature ; therefore praying this Houfe to grant them a fum of money, to further the profecution of their defign.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Frank/in
was read, praying a public fchool may be eftablifhed at Chamber/burg, for the
education of youth in the faid county, and that part of the lands fet apart
for the endowment of public fchools may be granted for that purpofe.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from the Commiflioners of the county of Dauphin was read,
praying the rents and profits ariting from the public ferry at Harrifburg may
be applied, by an act of the Legiflature, towards the completion of the
court-houfe and prifon in faid county.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from Robert Lollar, Efquire, was read, praying to be appointed Regifter for the probate of wills, &c. and Recorder of deeds, in and for
the county of Montgomery.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The letter from Robert Lollar, Efquire, read yefterday, was read the fecond time Whereupon
read, fetting forth, that they

:

That his refignation be accepted.
On motion made by Mr. Hiltzheimer, feconded by Mr. Robin/on,
Ordered, That the committee appointed February 21ft and September

Refolved,

5th,

on the petitions praying for and againft a divifion of the county of Chejler,
be difcharged.
The committee appointed September 4th, on the petitions of Jofeph Perkins and others, made report, as follows, viz.
The committee appointed to confider the petitions of Jofeph Perkins, Abraham Morrw and John Nicholfon, report
That the claims of the faid petitioners are legally chargeable upon the
militia fund, but that it is unlikely that fund will be fufficiently producYour committee, feeling a convidion that
tive within any reafonable time.
the Houfe are defirous, as far as in their power, to fatisfy the juft claims

upon

commonwealth, offer a refolution
Rejohed, That the Prefident or Vice-Prefident
the

:

in Council

draw warrants

on the State Treafurer, in favor of Jofeph Perkins, Abraham Morrow and
John Nicholfon, for the amount of their refpedtive accounts, payable out of
the fund for claims and improvements, they furrendering the warrants already

[
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ready drawn in their favor ; that whenever and (o foon as the militia fund
fhall be fufficiently productive, the amount of the aforefaid claims be charged thereon, and the fund for claims and improvements have credit for the
faid amount ; that a committee be appointed to report a bill for the purpofes
aforefaid.

Ordered to lie on the table.
motion of Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Balliot,
Ordered, That the order of the day, for a third reading of the bill, entituled " An Ac~i for erecling part of Cumberland county into a feparate

On

"

county," be poftponed.

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe proceeded to the election
of a Regifter for the probate of wills and granting letters of adminiftration, and Recorder of deeds, in and for the county of Montgomery, and
the ballots being taken, it appeared that Robert hollar, Efquire, was duly
elected.

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to take into confideration the petitions in favor of, as
well as thofe againft the calling a Convention, for the purpofe of altering
and amending the conftitution of this commonwealth.
Mr. Speaker quitted the chair, and Mr. Hoge, as Chairman, was placed
therein.

After fome time fpent in difcufling the fubjedt, the Chairman quitted the

and Mr. Speaker refumed it.
The Chairman then reported, that the committee had made fome progrefs in the bufinefs, but, not having compleated the fame, requefted leave
chair,

to

again at half pad three o'clock this afternoon.
Leave was accordingly granted.
fit

Adjourned

until three o'clock, P.

M.

Eodem Die,

P.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
Agreeably to the order of this forenoon, the Houfe refolved itfelf into
a committee of the whole, to take into confideration the petitions in favor of,
as well as thofe againft the calling a Convention, for the purpofe of altering
and amending the conftitution of this commonwealth.
Mr. Speaker quitted the chair, and the Chairman was placed therein.
After fome time fpent in difcufling the fubjedt, the Chairman quitted the
chair, and Mr. Speaker refumed it.
The Chairman then reported, that the committee had made further progrefs in the bufinefs, but, not having compleated the fame, requefted leave to
fit again at half after ten o'clock to-morrow morning.

Leave was accordingly granted.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A.

Thurfday^ September 10,

M.

1789.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.
taxes affefled on the perfons and property within the
the
of
Tranfcripts
counties of York and Berks, for the prefent year, were prefented to the

The Houfe met

and
Ordered to

chair,

lie

on the

table.

James

[
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James Cunningham, Efquire, a Reprefentative for the county of Lancafter,
appearing in the Houle, took and iubferibed the oath prefcribed by an a<£t
of the United States, paffed the fir ft day of June laft, to be taken by the
executive and judicial officers, both of the
United States and of the feveral States, agreeably to the conftitution of the
feveral State Legiflatures,

United

A

and

all

States.

a Deputy Surveyor in the late purchafe,
compenfation
may be made him for his fervices in the
was read, praying a
furvey of depreciation lands.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from 18^ inhabitants of the city of Philadelphia, 194 of the
inhabitants of the county of Lancajler, and 61 of the inhabitants of the
county of Dauphin, were read, of a fimilar tenor with thofe read September 1 ft, refpe&ing the eledion of members of a Convention, for accommodating the conftitution of this ftate to the government of the United

petition

from Samuel Jones,

States.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed September 8th, on the petition of the Prefbyterian congregation of New-London, in the county of Chejter, made report,
which was read ; and motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the
fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of the Prefbyterian
congregation of New-London, in the county of Chefier, report
That your committee have carefully confidcred the fubject of faid petition, and being defirous to reftore harmony in the congregation, offer the
following refolution
Refolved, That the members of the Prefbyterian congregation of NewLondon have leave to bring in a bill, agreeably to the prayer of their pe:

tition.

On

motion of Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. M'Lene,
Ordered, That Mr. Logan and Mr. Richards be added to the committee

of accounts.
Agreeably to the order of yefterday, the Houfe refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to take into confideration the petitions in favor of, as
well as thofe againft the calling a Convention, for the purpofe of altering
and amending the conftitution of this commonwealth.
Mr. Speaker quitted the chair, and the Chairman was placed therein.
After fome time fpent in difcuffing the fubjeel, the Chairman quitted
the chair, and Mr. Speaker refumed it.
The Chairman then reported, that the committee had made further progrefs in the buiinefs, but, not having compleated the fame, requefted leave
to fit again on Saturday next, at ten o'clock in the forenoon.

Leave was accordingly granted.
The report of the committee on the petitions of Jofeph Perkins and others,
Whereupon
read yefterday, was read the fecond time
Vice-Prefident
in Council draw warrants
or
the
Prefident
Re/blved, That
on the State Treafurer, in favor of Jojeph Perkins, Abraham Morrow and
John Nichotjon, for the amount of their refpecxive accounts, payable out of
the fund for claims and improvements, they furrendering the warrants already drawn in their favor.
That
:

.
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That whenever and fo foon as the militia fund mail be fufliciently productive, the amount of the aforefaid claims be charged thereon, and the
fund for claims and improvements have credit for the faid amount.
That a committee be appointed, to report a bill for the purpofes aforefaid.

Ordered, That Mr. Robin/on, Mr. John/ion and Mr. Gore be a committo bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.

tee,

" An A3 to authorize George Frey, of Middletown,
in the county of Dauphin, to fupport a mill-dam acrofs Sweetara creek,
" and to oblige him to maintain a free navigation for boats and other craft along
U his mill-race into his mill-dam" was read the third time, and conlidered by

The

entituled

bill,

"

paragraphs.
Ordered,

That

it

be engrolfed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

law.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

Friday

',

to-morrow, A.

September

u,

M.

A. M.

1789.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
motion of Mr. Robinfon, feconded by Mr. Wynkoop,
Refolved, That a committee be appointed, to take into their confideration
the fteps taken by this ftate heretofore, for the purpofe of granting to the
Congrefs of the United States a diftricl: within this ftate, for the refidence of
the fcederal government, and to report to the Houfe what they deem proper for their confideration ; and, if the faid committee deem it expedient and
neceffary, that they report a bill on the fubje<ft.
Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Robinfon and Mr. Hoge be a committee,

On

for the purpofes contained in the foregoing

A

refolution.

from John Living/Ion, of the county of Wafhington, remonthe proceedings of Henry Taylor, Efquire, as a Juftice of
againft
ftrating
the Peace in and for the faid county, was read, together with a letter from
petition

the faid Juftice, in vindication of his conduct.
Ordered to lie on the table.

from 68 inhabitants of the county of Philadelphia and 81 inhabitants of the county of Franklin were read, of a fimilar tenor with thofe
Petitions

read September

ift,

refpecling the election of

accommodating the conftitution of
States, and for making fuch other alterations

members of

this ftate to the
as to

a Convention, for

government of the United
them (hall feem neceffary

in the faid conftitution.

Ordered

The

to lie on the table.

petition of Jofaua Elder

was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred

and John Elder, junior, read September 8th,

to

Mr. Cunningham, Mr. Barr and Mr. Car-

fon, to report thereon.
The petition of Samuel Jones, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the laft named committee, to report thereon.
The memorial and petition of the bifcuit bakers of the city of Philadel-

phia, read September 8th, was read the fecond time

:

Whereupon,

motion of Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Lewis,
Ordered, That the fame be fpecially recommended to the fucceeding General Affemblv.

On

3

0.

Th£

[
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The petition of a number of the inhabitants of Potter 's and Upper Bald
Eagle townfhips, in the county of Northumberland, read September 4th, was
read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Chapman, Mr. Cunningham, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Wright and Mr. Johnflon, to report thereon.
The petition of 1 1 1 inhabitants of the townfhip of Greenwood, in the
county of Cumberland, read September 7th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the laif. named committee, to report
thereon.

The committee appointed Augujl 27th and 31ft, on the petitions of Thomas Pilkingion, Philip Lower and John Clendinnen, made report, which was
read, as follows, viz.

The committee,

whom

to

were referred the petitions of Thomas Pilkington,

Lower and John Clendinnen, report
That they have examined into the cafes of the feveral petitioners, and
find that there is nothing in them that requires the intervention of this

Philip

Houfe,

as

they are properly relievable by the courts of juftice, under the

exifting laws for the relief of infolvent debtors. -

Your committee

therefore

offer the following refolution,

Refolved,

That

the faid petitioners have leave to

withdraw

their feveral pe-

titions.

Ordered

on the table.
The report of the committee on the letter of John Dunlap, tranfmitted
with the mefTage of Council, read September 5th, was read the fecond time.
to lie

Oraered, That the further confideration thereof be poltponed.
The report of the committee on ways and means, read September 2d, was
Whereupon
read the fecond time
Rejblved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enadfed
into a law, authorifing the Supreme Executive Council to draw an order on
the State Treafu re r for the fum of eight hundred and fixfy-five pounds fifteen
Jliillings and four-pence, in full of the deficiency in negociating the purchafe
of the tracf of country on Lake Erie, to be paid out of the ten thouj and pounds
appropriated by acl: of Affembly of the 26th of March, 1789, for claims and
:

improvements.
Ordered,

That Mr.

lioge,

Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Richards be

a

committee,

to bring in a bill agreeably to the foregoing refolution.

On

motion,

Ordered,

That Mr. Kennedy be added,

committee appointed September
Agreeably

"
*'

"

to leave given, a

ift,

in the

room of Mr. Maclay,

to the

on the petition of Thomas Butler.

member

prefented to the chair a

bill,

entituled

An Acl to repeal certain parts of an acl, entituled " An Acl: for incorporating the Prefoyterian congregation of New-London, in the county of

which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The following bills, having been brought in engroffed, were feverally compared at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to fign the
Chejler,"

fame, viz.

ACT

An
to authorize George Frey, of Middletown, in the county of Dauphin, to fupport a mill-dam acrofs Sweetara creek, and to oblige him to maintain
a free navigation jor boats and other craft along his mill- r ace» into his milldam.

An
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An A C T
county of

On

for the relief of James Pettigrew, an infolvent
Northampton, confined in the gaol offid county.

debtor in the

motion,

Ordered,

That Mr. Carfon be added

vember 12th

lait,

on

to the

Edward

the petition oi

committee appointed Noin the room of Mr.

Stiles,

hollar.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

M.

Saturday^ September 12, 1789.
The Houfe met

M.

A.

purfuant to adjournment.

from 51 inhabitants of the county of Cbefier and 6$ inhabiof the county of Luzerne were read, of a fimilar tenor wiih thole

Petitions
tants

read September

ift,

accommodating the

refpecting the election of members of a Convention, for
conftitution of this flate to the government of the Unit-

ed States, and for making fuch other alterations as to

them

fhali

ieem ne-

ceffary in the faid conftitution.

Ordered

A

petition

to lie

on the table.

from 54 inhabitants of the county of

ftrating againft a divilion

A

of

faid

Ordered to lie on the table.
petition from Frederick Antes,

read, praying this

Houfe

Chejler

was read, remon-

county.

behalf of himfclf and others, was
pre-emption right to certain tra&s
between Fort le Boeuf and the donation grants,

to grant

in

them

a

of land on French creek,
under certain conditions.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A memorial and petition from divers merchants of the city of Philadelphia
was read, fetting forth, that by virtue of divers acts of ArTembly they are
entitled to a drawback on all goods, wares and merchandize, exported or to
be exported from this ilate, and which were imported into the fame before
the firft day of Augujl laft; that the late Collector of the import, not conceiving himfelf any longer authorized to act under the appointment of this
ftate, declines making difcounts or paying the faid drawbacks, and praying
relief in the premifes ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the lame was
read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the members from the city and county of
v

Philadelphia, to report thereon.

The committee

to

whom

was re-committed, March 20th, the report on
made report, which was read, as

the petition of Gabriel Coxe, and others,
follows, viz

The committee,

whom

was re-committed the report of the committee
on the petition of Gabriel Coxe, George Wallandighatn and Andrew Swearingen, beg leave to report
That it appears to your committee, from the beft information they have
been able to obtain on the fubject, that the monies recovered from Gabriel
Coxe, George IVallandigham and Andrew Swearingen, as fet forth in their
petition, were for militia fervices performed on the frontiers of this commonwealth, at a time when the faid fervices were eflentially neceffary for
the protection of the frontier inhabitants, and at a time when the militia
cf that county could not be called out under the law, on account of a difto

pute

.

[

*4fi

]

pute then exifting between this ftate and that of Virginia ; your committee are of opinion, that it is juft and reafonable the laid fervices mould
be rewarded agreeably to juftice and equity Therefore offer the following
:

refolution, viz.

That

committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, authorifing the Comptroller-General to iffue certificates to the
faid Gabriel Coxe, George Wallandigham and' Andrew Swearingen, for the
whole of the money recovered of them on account of the pay of Captain
Thomas Bays and his company, with cofts of fuit, the faid certificates to
bear intereft from the time the money was recovered.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed September ift, on the petitions of a number of
the inhabitants of the weftern parts of the county of York, made report,
which was read, as follows, viz.
The report of the committee on the petitions of the inhabitants of the
weftern part of Tork county.
Your committee, on the petitions of the weftern part of Tork county,
Refolved,

a

praying for a divifion of faid county, are of opinion, that the prayer of the
ought to be granted ; but as no bill with propriety and agreeably
with the conftitution of this ftate, anfwering the prayer of the petitioners,
can be pafled into a law during the prefent feffion of AfTembly, and the
bringing in a bill and publishing it would be expenfive and to no purpofe,
your committee therefore beg leave to offer the following refolution,
Refolved, That the petitions of the inhabitants of the weftern part of
Tork county, praying for a divifion of faid county, be Specially referred to
the fucceeding General AfTembly.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed Auguft 28th, on the reprefentation and petition
of divers inhabitants of the borough and county of Tork, made report, which
petitioners

was

read, as follows, viz.

The committee, to whom were referred the petitions of a number of inhabitants of the borough and county of Tork, both in favor of, and againft
the fisheries in the rivers Codorus and Conewago, report
That your committee are of opinion, that the fisheries in the faid rivers
are not lb beneficial to the inhabitants as fet forth in the petitions in favor
and are clearly of opinion, that the works erected on faid
rivers will tend much more to the benefit of the inhabitants of the borough
and county than the fisheries would do therefore offer the following reso-

of the

fisheries,

:

lution

:

That

committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enafted
into a law, to repeal the act, entituled " An Aft for regulating the fjheries
" in the rivers Codorus and Conewago," palled March 9th, 177 1
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 7th laft, on that part of the meSTage
from Council which refpects a revifion and arrangement of the acts of General AiTembly, and the appointment of a perfon of competent legal talents
to digeft and arrange the Same into a regular and conciSe fyftem ; and alio
Auguft 28th, on the petition of Miles Mervin, made report, which was read,
Refolved,

a

as follows, viz.

The committee on
fident

that part of the meSTage

and Supreme Executive Council, which

from

his Excellency the Pre-

relates to a revifion

of the
acts

C

*47

]

ads of General AfTembly of this commonwealth, and recommends the appointment of a perfon of competent legal talents to digeft and arrange them
into a regular and concife fyftem ; and alfo the petition of Miles Mervin,
on the fame fubjedt, report
That although a compleat and accurate edition of the acts of General
AfTembly now in force within this commonwealth is greatly wanted, this
does not appear to your committee to be the proper time for publifhing
of one.
A great part of the acts which were patted before the late revolution are either repealed, have been materially altered, are expired by their
own limitations, or are become ufelefs by the change of government, and
the fame fate has attended a very great proportion of thofe which have been
fince enacted. In addition to this, many of thofe which are yet in force muft
be repealed, and others confiderably altered and amended, in fuch a manner as that our fyftem of laws may accord with the conftitution of the
United States, and the regulations which fhall take place under it. They
therefore offer the following refolutions, to wit.
Refohed, That that part of the meffage from his Excellency the Prefident and the Supreme Executive Council, which relates to a revifion of

the afts of General AfTembly of this commonwealth, and recommends the
appointment of a perfon of competent legal talents to digeft and arrange
them into a regular and concife fyftem, be fpecially recommended to the
conlideration of the next Houfe of General AfTembly.
Refohed, That Miles Mervin have leave to withdraw his petition.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed Augttfi 26th, on the letter from the Regifter-

made

which was

read, as follows, viz.
the
letter
from the Regifter-General, with the
The committee, to
accompanying ftatement of the public accounts from the books of his office,

General,

report,

whom

were

referred,

report-

That the method of arranging the accounts of the

ftate in

his

books ap-

pears judicious, and the object of the Legiflature will probably be fully anfwered, in rendering a complete view of the acounts of the commonwealth at all
times practicable,

by the adoption of Tome additional regulations, and the

explanation of what may appear obfcure or be liable to mifconftruction in
Under this impreflion
the act conftituting the office of Regifter-General
refolution,
following
the
fubmit
committee
the
Refohed, That a committee be appointed, to report a bill for the purpofes
:

following.
ift.

To more

accurately define the powers of the Regifter-General in fet-

tling the current accounts.
2dly. To provide for fpeedily furnifhing to the Regifter-General the ba-

lances which did fubfift between the commonwealth and other communities
or individuals on the 28th of March laft, and for the comparifon of the
fame with the books or papers of the Comptroller-General.
sdly. To provide for the regiftry of fuch continental and new-loan certificates as have been or fhall be exchanged for each other, and of the payments or receipts of indents for equalizing the balance of intereft between

them.

To

provide for regiftering fuch certificates as have been fince the
28th of March laft, or in future fhall be iflued by the Comptroller-General,
for balances due by the commonwealth.
4thly.

'#

3

r

5

thl y-

;

r
5thly.

To

148

3

require the Treafurer of the ftate to furnifh a monthly account

of his payment of

intereft,

and of

all

his receipts of monies,

lo the

Re-

gifter-General.
6thlv. To require the Regifter-General to prepare a general ftatement of
the accounts of the commonwealth, ending on the 30th September in each

fame before each General AfTembly within one week
their firft feflion, and as often afterwards as the
after the
fhall
direct,
and to fubject his books to the inflection of
General AfTembly
the General AfTembly, Supreme Executive Council, or fuch committee of

year, and to lay the

commencement of

either as

may be

appointed for the purpofe.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed Augufi 27th, on the petitions of Francis White
and Robert Rofs, made report, which was read, as follows, -viz.
The committee, to whom were referred the petitions of Francis White
and Robert Rofs, report
That the faid Francis and Robert have been feverally adjudged and declared to be bankrupts, by the Commiffioners named in certain commiffions of
bankruptcy iffued againft them feverally ; that the faid Commiffioners having adjudged that the faid Francis had not, by his anfwers, made a full and
fair difclofure of his eftate and effects, have for that caufe committed him
to gaol, there to remain till fuch full and fair difclofure mould be made
that the faid Robert not having, in the opinions of the faid Commiffioners,
made a full and fair difclofure of his eftate and effects, they refufed to
grant him a certificate of his having conformed as the law in fuch cafes
provided requires, whereupon he hath been arrefted, and is now in gaol at
the fuits of his creditors ; that the faid Francis and Robert, having been
adjudged to be bankrupts, are not entitled to relief under the infolvent acts
of this commonwealth, be the circumftances of their refpective cafes in
other refpecTs what they may ; that a power lodged in any man or fett of
men to determine both law and fact, without re-examination or controul,
appears to your committee in a great meafure unprecedented, and dangerous
They therefore offer the^ following
to the rights and liberty of the fubject
:

refolutions, to wit.

Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to authorize
re-examination, in the Supreme Court of this commonwealth, of the
proceedings of the Commiffioners of Bankruptcy againft Francis White and
Robert Rofs, refpectively, and to provide for the relief of them, or either of
them that may appear to be juftly entitled thereto.
Refolved, That it be fpecially recommended to the next Houfe of General
AfTembly to amend the bankrupt laws of this commonwealth, in fuch manner as that the proceedings of the Commiffioners may be liable to a proper exa

amination and controul.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed September 7th, on the petitions from Verfailles
and Plumb townfhips, in the county of Allegheny, for and againft a new
election diftricT, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The report of the committee on the petitions of the inhabitants of Verfailles and Plumb townfhips, in Allegheny county, and alfo on the petition of

number of the inhabitants of Allegheny county.
Your committee on the petitions of the inhabitants of Verfailles and
Plumb rownftiips, in Allegheny county, and on the petition of a number of
a

the

M9

C

J

the inhabitants of Allegheny county, arc of opinion that the prayer of the
petitions of the inhabitants of Verfailles and Plumb townfhips is reafonable
and juft, and therefore offer the following refolution, to -wit.
Refolved,

That

a

committee be appointed

to bring in a bill,

to be paffcd

into a law, to ere& the townfhips of Verfailles and Plumb, in the county of
Allegheny, into a feparate election diftrict.

Ordered to

lie

on the

table.

appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" Aft to provide for the payment of the demands of Jofeph Perkins, Abraham
" Morrow and John Nicholfon, upon this commonwealth," which was read
the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" Aft to cede to the United States the right to exercife exclufive legijlation over
" fuch diflrift as may become the feat of government thereof, within this com** monwealtb," which was read
and on motion, and by fpecial order, the
;
fame was read the fecond time, and considered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

The committee

lished for confideration.

The
"
"

An

"

An Aft

repeal certain parts of an aft, entituled
AcT: for incorporating the Prelbyterian congregation of New-London,

entituled

bill,

in the county of Chefter,"

to

was read the fecond time, and confidered by

paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publifhed for confideration.
Agreeably to the order of September 10th, the Houfe refolved itfelf into
a committee of the whole, to take into confideration the petitions in favor
of, as well as thofe againft the calling a Convention, for the purpofe of
altering and amending the conftitution of this commonwealth.
Mr. Speaker quitted the chair, and the Chairman was placed therein.
After fome time fpent in difcuffing the fubject, the Chairman quitted the
chair, and Mr. Speaker refumed it.
The Chairman then reported, that the committee had made further progrefs, but, not having compleated the fame, requefled leave to fit again on

Monday

next, at half paft three o'clock in the afternoon.

Leave was accordingly granted.

The
**

bill,

entituled

"

A further Supplement to the aft,

entituled

" An Act

to prevent the exportation of bread and flour not merchantable, and for

repealing at a certain time all the laws heretofore made for that purpofe,"
having been brought in engroffed, was compared at the table, enacted into a
law, and the Speaker directed to fign the fame.
*'

Adjourned

until three o'clock

on Monday next, P.

Monday, September 14, 1789.

M.

P.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
from 56 inhabitants of the county of Bucks was read, of a
fimilar tenor with thofe read September iff, refpecting the election of mem-

A

petition

bers

[
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accommodating the conftitution of this ftate to
the government of the United States, and for making fuch other alterations
as to them fhall feem necefiary in the faid conftitution.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from James Milligan and Hugh Lenox was read, of a fimilar
bers of a Convention, for

tenor with their petition read in a former Houfe, OSlober 30th, 1787.
Ordered to lie on the table.

The
'*

bill,

entituled

" .An Acl

ercife exclufive legiflation

" ment

to

cede to the

United States the right

to ex-

may become the feat of governcommonwealth," was read the third time, and

over fuch

diJiriSl as

within this
confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engrofTed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
thereof,

law.

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to take into confideration the petitions in favor of, as
well as thofe againft the calling a Convention, for the purpofe of altering
and amending the conftitution of this commonwealth.
Mr. Speaker quitted the chair, and the Chairman was placed therein.
And having fully difcufled the fubjecT: committed to them, the Chairman
quitted the chair, and Mr. Speaker refumed it.
<

The Chairman then made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee of the whole, on the bufinefs referred to them refpedting
a Convention to alter and amend the conftitution of this ftate, report
That having taken effectual meafures for fatisfying themfelves of the fenfe
of the good people of this commonwealth thereon, they are well affured,
from the petitions referred to them, from enquiries made and from information given by the feveral members, that a large majority of the citizens of

with the meafures fubmitted to them by the
are defirous that the fame fhould be carried
but
Houfe at
into effect, in preference to the mode by a Council of Cenfors, which is
not on,ly unequal and unneceflarily expenfive, but too dilatory to produce
the fpeedy and neceflary alterations, which the late change in the political
union and the exigencies of the ftate require: And as the Bill of Rights
declares it to be " an indubitable, unalienable and indefeafible right of the
" community, to reform, alter or abolifh government, in fuch manner as
«' {hall be by that community judged moft conducive to the public weal,"
fo on this occafion your committee are perfectly fatisfied, that a very great
majority of them are defirous to exercife that right in the mode prefcribed.
The petitions in favor of the meafure, though numerous and refpectable,
have not altogether influenced this opinion. The fubject has engaged much
Members have mixed with their conftitueijts in
of the public attention.
all parts of the ftate, and have had full time and opportunity to learn their
fentiments ; they have, in a committee of the whole, feverally communicated the knowledge which they had acquired, and the refult has been, a
full and thorough conviction that the voice of the great majority of the
people calls for the meafure, and that nothing but the flender oppofition
which it has met with, and an opinion of its being generally agreeable, has
prevented more petitions in its favor.
The committee combine with thefe considerations a conviction that the
meafure is in itfelf right and neceflary; that it will tend to promote the
wifhes of every good citizen, by fettling a queftion which has long agitated
this

ftate

are not only fatisfied
their laft

feflion,

the

[
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the public mind, and thereby reftore harmony, mutual confidence and good
order, on the moft folid foundations.
In addition to this, it is the fortunate feafon when all our citizens are on
an equal footing to elect their members of Convention, and are for the mod
part within the Hate, which was not the cafe when the conftitution was
framed.
The Convention too will poflefs every advantage which time and
experience have unfolded, from the forms of government in other ftates,
and the examples of improvement they have (hewn, as well as from the
excellent model, io far as

it applies, exhibited in the conftitution of the
United States The committee therefore, in obedience to the wifhes of the
people, fubmit to the Houfe the following refolutions, to wit.
Refohed, That, in the opinion of this Houfe, it is expedient and proper
for the good people of this commonwealth to choofe a Convention, for the
purpofe of reviewing, and, if they fee occafion, altering and amending the
conftitution of this ftate; that in the opinion of this Affembly, the faid
Convention fhould confift of the like number of members from the city of
Philadelphia, and the feveral counties in this commonwealth, as compofe
this Houfe, and be chofen on the fame day, in the fame manner, by the
fame perfons, at the fame places, and under the fame regulations, as are
direded and appointed by the election laws of this ftate, fave that the returns fhould be made to the Convention fo chofen ; and that the faid Convention mould meet at Philadelphia on the fourth Tuefday in November
:

next.
Refolved, That it be and it is hereby recommended to the fucceeding Houfe
of Aifembly, to provide by law for the expences incurred by the faid election and Convention.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petitions of a number of the inhabitants of the county of Franklin,
read September 9th, were read the fecond time.
On motion,
Ordered, That the fame be fpecially recommended to the fucceeding General Affembly.
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of the county of Franklin,
read March 10th laft, was read the fecond time
Whereupon,
On motion,
Ordered, That the fame be fpecially recommended to the fucceeding General Affembly.
The report of the committee on that part of the meffage of Council,
refpecfing a revifion of the adts of General Affembly of this commonwealth, and the appointment of a perfon of competent legal talents to digeft:
and arrange them into a regular and concife fyftem, and alfo on the petition
of Miles Mervin, read September 12th, was read the fecond time Where:

:

upon
Refohed, That that part of the meffage from his Excellency the Prefident
and the Supreme Executive Council, which relates to a revifion of the acts
of General Affembly of this commonwealth, and recommends the appointment of a perfon of competent legal talents to digeft and arrange them
into a regular and concife fyftem, be fpecially recommended to the confideration of the next Houfe of General Affembly.
Refolved, That Miles Mervin have leave to withdraw his petition.
3
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The report of the committee on the reprefentation and petition of divers
inhabitants of the borough and county of Tork, refpe&ing the fithery in
the rivers Codorus and Conewago, read September 12th, was read the fecond

time

:

Whereupon

Ordered,

That the fame be

fpecially

recommended

to the fucceeding

Ge-

neral Aflembly.

The Houfe refumed

the confideration of the report of the committee on
which refpects the letter of 'John Dun-

that part of the meflage of Council,

Whereupon
Ordered, That the

lap

:

further confideration thereof be poftponed.

The

report of the committee on the letter from the Regifter-General, read
September 1 2th, was read the fecond time : Whereupon

Refohed, That a committee be appointed to report a bill for the purpofes
following
ift. To more accurately define the powers of the Regifter-General in
fettling the current accounts.
2dly. To provide for fpeedily furnifliing to the Regifter-General the balances which did fubfift between the commonwealth and other communities,
or individuals, on the 28th of March laft, and for the comparifon of the
fame with the books or papers of the Comptroller-General.
3<ily. To provide for the. regiftry of fuch continental and new-loan certificates as have been or {hall be exchanged for each other, and of the payments or receipts of indents for equalizing the balance of intereft between

them.

To

provide for regiftering fuch certificates as have been, fince the
28th of March laft, or in future fhall be iflued by the Comptroller-General,
for balances due by the commonwealth.
5thly. To require the Treafurer of the ftate to furnifh a monthly account
of his payments of intereft, and of all his receipts of monies, to the Regifter-General.
6thly. To require the Regifter-General to prepare a general ftatement of
the accounts of the commonwealth, ending on the 30th September in each
year, and to lay the fame before the General Aflembly within one week
after the commencement of their firft feflion, and as often afterwards as the
General Aflembly fliall direct, and to fubject his books to the infpeclion of
the General Aflembly, Supreme Executive Council, or fuch committee of
either as may be appointed for the purpofe.
Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Robin/on, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Hoge and
Mr. Johnjbn be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing
4thly.

refolution.

The bill, entituled " An Act to cede to the United States the right to ex" ercife exclufive legijlation over fuch dijlricl as may become the feat of govern" ment thereof, within this commonwealth," having been brought in engrofied,
was compared at the table.
And on the queftion, ". Shall the fame be enabled into a law ?" the Yeas
and Nays were called by Mr. Logan and Mr. Lewis, and were as follow, viz.

—

YEAS.

—

YEAS.

1

Jacob Hiltzheimer,

4 John

2

Lawrence

:

William Lewis,

5 William Robinfon, jun.
6 Gerardus Wynkoop,

Sickle,

Salter,

YEAS.

13
1

\

[

i

*53

j

YEAS.

YEAS.

7 John Chapman,

29 Daniel Brodhead,
30 j^« Ludivig,

8 Valentine Upp,
9 Samuel Foulke,
i o Richard Thomas,
1
James Moore,
12 Afor/£ Wilcox,
1

j^«

14

Ca/i?^

31

P<?/*r Trexler, jun,

32 P^/tr £tf/*r,
33 Conrad Ihrie, jun.

34 Stephen

M Dowel/,

Balliot,

(

James,
15 Richard Downing, jun,
16 Alexander Lowrey,

35 Jacob Say lor,
36 John White,

2

Michael Schmyfer,

22
23
24
25
26
27
28

Henry Tyfon,

27 James Barrt
38 yo^/z Irwin,
39 William Todd,
40 j^/z Afcy/7,
41 James John/on,
42 j^<:^ p^;
43 Pfftr Richards,
44 Jonathan Roberts,

Jofeph Read,

45 y<w£

17 James Cunningham,
18 3^<^ •E' ^
-

19 Henry Dering,
20 Thomas Clingan,

David

Mitchell,

M7iry,

46 >W/ww Or/£,

Thomas Beale,
Jonathan Hoge,

47 y^«

Gabriel Heijler,
Jofeph Sands,

49 i?#£^ Davifon.

NAY

Car/on,

48 Obadiah Gore,

NAY

S.

S.

George Logan,
2 Thomas Kennedy

4 James Allifon,
5 y^fo Gilchreejl,
P^<?r,
^0/6*
6 Jtfw« M'Lene.
3
So it was determined in the affirmative, and the Speaker directed to
1

fign

the fame.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

M.

Tuefday^ September 15, 1789.
The Houfe met

A

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from a number of the inhabitants of the fecond election diftridt in Bedford county was read, praying they may be enabled by law to
hold their general elections at the houfe of William Gaff, in Air townfhip,
petition

in the county aforefaid.
Ordered to lie on the table.

A

and remonstrance from John Fitch, in behalf of himfelf and
was read, remonftrating againft the bill, entituled " An A£i for
" vejling in James Rumfey, Efquire, the exclufive right and privilege of mak" ing, ufing and vending divers engines, machines and devices, by him invented
" or improved, for a term of years therein mentioned," and praying the fame
may not be palled into a law, or that he may be heard by Counfel at the bar
of the Houfe.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A letter from Edward Fox, Secretary to the Board of Truftees of the
Univerfity of Pennfylvania, was read, notifying the election of George Fox,
petition

aflbciates,

David

-

[

David Jack/on and Jobn

who had

Bleakley,
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as Truflees,

in the

room of

certain others

vacated their feats.

Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to the chair a bill, entituled " An A£t empowering Mary Pine to difpofe, by way of lottery, of a cer" tain lot and the buildings thereon erecJed, together with a collection of paint
" t'ngs and prints, lately the property of her deceafed hufband, Robert Edge
" Pine," which was read the firlt time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The Houfe refumed the confideration of the report of the committee on
that part of the meiTage of Council refpedling the letter from John Dunlap

:

— Whereupon

That the Supreme Executive Council be authorized and directed to draw an order on the State Treafurer, in favor of John Dunlap,
for two hundred and forty-eight pounds nineteen Jlnllings and eight-pence, lawRefolved,

money of

be paid out of the fund appropriated for
claims and improvements, the fame being in full of the fum due by this
ftate to the laid "John Dunlap, as an indemnification againft a ground-rent
of eleven piftoles per annum, and the arrearages thereof, iffuing out of certain lots by him lately purchafed from this commonwealth as being fubjedt
to five piftoles per annum, whereas in fact they are fubject to the laid fum
of eleven piftoles per annum.
The report of the committee of the whole, read yefterday, was read the
fecond time : Whereupon
It was moved by Mr. Logan, feconded by Mr. M'Lcne,
To poftpone the confideration' of the faid report, in order to introduce
the following motion in lieu thereof, viz.
Whereas the petitions of a refpeclable number of citizens have been prefented to the Legiflature, praying that this Houfe would call a Convention,
for the purpofe of revising and altering the conftitution of the ftate ; but
this Houfe not thinking itfelf warranted in taking a ftep of fuch importance, without the pofitive inftructions of a majority of the good people of
of the ftate,
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to report a plan to this Houfe,
by which the opinion of the citizens may be taken refpedting the propriety
of" calling a Convention, to alter the conftitution of the ftate.
And on the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the poflponement for the
" purpofe aforcfaidf" the Yeas and Nays being called by Mr. M'Lene and
ful

Bennfylvania,

to

—

—

Mr.

Beale,

were

as

follow, viz.

YEAS.

,

7
81

11

,

[

2 S5

NAYS.
I

"Jacob Hiltzbeimer

i Lawrence Sickle,
3 William Lewis,
4 William M'Pherfon,
5

John

Salter,

6 William Rsbinfon, jun,
7 Gerardus Wynkoop,
8 yo/fe Chapman,
9 Valentine Upp,
I o Samuel Foulke,

Richard Thomas,
12 "James Moore,
I I

13

Mark

Wilcox,

14 ^/6;z M'Dowell,
15 CW<?/$ James,
16 Richard Downing, jun.
17 Alexander Lowrey,
1
£r£,

>r^

]
^

N A Y

S.

20 Thomas Clingan,
2

Michael Schmyfer,

22 Henry Tyfon,
23 Jofeph Read,
24 Daniel Brodhead,
25 Peter Trexler, jun.
26 P^/cr Eater,
27 Conrad Ihrie, jun.

28 Stephen Balliot,
29 Jacob Say lor,
30 3^« White,
31

y^tf Nevil,

32 y#A?£ Z?«^i
33 P^/^r Richards,
34 Jonathan Roberts,
35 3^^ Car/on,
36 Obadiah Gore,

37

-Hflg/6

Davifon.

19 Henry Dering,

So

it

And
It

was carried

in the negative.

the original report recurring,

was moved by Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Schmyfer,

To

iniert, after the firft refolution,

the following,

i;/z.

That in the opinion of this Houfe, a Convention being chofen
and met, it would be expedient, juft and reafonable, that the Convention
fhould publifh their amendments and alterations for the confideration of the
people, and adjourn at leaft four months previous to confirmation.
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the fame V the Yeas and
Nays were called by Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Beale, and were as follow, viz.
Refolved,

—

—

YEAS.
1 Jacob Hiltzbeimer,
2 Lawrence Sickle,
3 William M'Pherfon,

4 John

Salter,

5 George Logan,
6 William Robinfon, jun.

7 Gerardus Wynkoop,
8 John Chapman,
9 Valentine Upp,
10 Samuel Foulke,

Richard Thomas,
12 James Moore,
1

13

Mark

Wilcox,

14 John M'Doweli,
15 Caleb James,
16 Richard Downing, jun.
Alexander Lowrey,
1

YEAS.
18 Jacob Erb,
19 Henry Dering,

20 Thomas Clingan,
Michael Schmyfer,
22 Henry Tyfon,

2

23
24
25
26

Jofeph Read,

David Mitchell,

Thomas Kennedy,
Thomas Beale,
2 7 Jonathan Hoge,
28 Gabriel Heifer,
29 Jofeph Sands,
30 Daniel Brodhead,
yo/w Ludwig,
3
32
33

P^r Trexler,
P^r Ealer,

34 Conrad

jun.

Ihrie, jun.

YEAS.

1

[
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YEAS.

YEAS.

46 "James M'Lene,
47 James John/on,
48 Jacob Reiff,

35 Stephen Balliot,
36 Jacob Say lor,

37 John Piper,
38 John White,
39 James Barr,
40 yo/w Irwin,

49 Peter Richards,
50 Jonathan Roberts,
Jacob Miley,
52 ^tf/« Or/^,

5

41 William Todd,

42 James Allifon,
43 yo/6« Nevil,

53

y<?-6«

Car/on,

54 Obadiah Gore,
55 Hugh Davifon.

44 Alexander Wright,
45 y<?^«

]

Gilchreejl,

NAY.
1

So

it

J

was carried

William Lewis.

in the affirmative,

and the refolution inferted.

DISSENT,

BECAUSE,

although I admit, in the fullelt extent, that it will be proper for the Convention to lubmit to the confideration of the people
the plan of government which may be formed, and although I fervently
wifh that fufficient time will be afforded them to deliberate thereon, I am
fo far from being fatisfied of the right of this Houfe to enter into any
refolutions reflecting it, that I cannot but coniider them as unwarrantable
The refolution agreed to muft be intended to have
affumptions of power.
fome weight and influence with the Convention, or it would not have been
propofed, and as that weight and influence, fo far as they operate, mult
tend to prevent the unbiaffed exercife of their own minds, in a matter fubmitted to them by the people, and not by this Houfe, they muft be highly
An adjournment by the Convention is a thing in itfelf fo deimproper.
firable, that were its members to be appointed by this Houfe, and to derive their authority from it, I fhould not only be for recommending, but
But the Convention muft be chofen by the people,
directing the meafure.
in whom alone the authority is lodged, and will derive all their powers
from them. They will fet, and they ought to act, both as to adjournments and in all other refpects, independent of this Houfe, and fhould not
in the one cafe, any more than in others, be influenced by it.
Being to be
chofen by the fame people with ourfelves, it is rather afluming in us to
fuppofe that their wifdom, virtue or difcretion will be lefs than our own,
and unlefs we diftruft their prudent exercife thereof, it does not become us,
to whom the bulinefs does not appertain, to dictate to thofe to whom it
belongs.
They will doubtlefs receive from their conftituents, and duly refpect, fuch instructions and recommendations as they may think proper to
give, but ought not to receive any from us, who, as a body, have no right
to interfere, and who, as individuals, will have a voice with other members
of the community.
The people may think that an adjournment of four
months is too long or too fhort, and may recommend as they may think
proper, but we have no right to think or to act for them.
If we have a
right to refolve that an adjournment is proper, we muft have an equal right
to

6
8

1
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improper, or that any matter in the formation of the government is right or wrong, according to the prevailing ideas in this Houfe.
In our refolution refpe&ing the ele&ion, and the meeting of the Convention, we are authorized by the wifhes of the people, manifefted to us,
but we have no authority of our own, and are not warranted by them to
When the Convention meet, they will look to the fource
proceed further.
for
inftruclions and recommendations, both as to adjournauthority
their
of
ing and as to other matters, and adt with a prudent difcretion therein
and as that difcretion ought not to be biafled by any fuppofed influence of
this Houfe, I diflent from the refolution, as being calculated to intrench
on the rights of the people, and on the free deliberations of their Reprefentatives in Convention, and have recorded my reafons, in juftifkation of
my conduct.
to refolve that

it is

Wm.

LEWIS.

was then moved by Mr. M'Lent, feconded by Mr. Orth,
To ftrike out the word " Philadelphia," after the words " Jljould meet at"
and in lieu thereof infert the word " Lancafter."
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the aid amendment V' the
Yeas and Nays being called by Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Piper, were as folIt

—

f

—

low, viz.

YEAS.

YEAS.
George Logan,
"Jacob Erb,
Henry Dering,

13 John Piper,

"Thomas Clingan,

1

Michael Scbmyfer,

Henry
7 J°feph
8

David

Tyfon,

R ead,
Mitchell,

9 Thomas Kennedy,
10 Thomas Beale,
Gabriel Heijler,

1

12 Jacob Saylor,

NAYS.
1

Jacob Hiltzheimer,

2 Lawrence
3 William Lewis,

Sickle,

4

William M'Pberfon,

5

John

Salter,

14 James Barr,
15 William Todd,
1

James

Allifon,

j Alexander Wright,

John Gilchreejl,
19 James M'Lene,
20 James Johnjlon,
1

21 Jacob Miley,
22 Adam Orth,

23 John Car/on,

24 Hugh Davifon.

NAYS.
14 John M'Dowell,
15 Caleb James,
Richard Downing, jun.
1
17 Alexander Lowrey,
18 Jonathan Hoge,

I I

19 Jofeph Sands,
20 Daniel Brodhead,
21 John Ludwig,
22 Peter Trexler, jun.
23 Peter Paler,
24 Conrad Ihrie, jun.

13

25 Stephen Balliot,
26 John White,

6 William Robin/on, jun.
7 Gerardus Wynkoop,
8 John Chapman,
9 Valentine Upp,
I o Samuel Foulke,

Richard Thomas,
12 James Moore,

Mark

Wilcox,

NAYS.

—
[
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NAYS.

NAYS.

30 Peter Richards,
Jonathan Roberts,
3
32 Obadiah Gore.

2 7 J°^ n Irwin,
28 John Nevil,

29
So

it

The

On

"Jacob

1

Re iff,

was carried

in the negative.

report again recurring, together with the refolution adopted,

the queftion,

" Will

the Houfe agree to the report, as amended f"

the Yeas and Nays being called by Mr. JVynkoop and
follow, viz.

YEAS.

Mr. M'Lene, were

—
as

[
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feveral members, that a large majority of the citizens of
not only fatisfied with the meafures fubmitted to them by the
Houfe at their laft feftlon, but are deiirous that the fame fhould be carried
into effect, in preference to the mode by a Council of Cenfors, which is

tion given
this

by the

ftate are

not only unequal and unneceffarily expenfive, but too dilatory to produce
the fpeedy and neceffary alterations, which the late change in the political
union and the exigencies of the ftate require: And as the Bill of Rights
declares

to be

" an indubitable, unalienable and

indefealible right of the
reform, alter or abolifh government, in fuch manner as
that community judged molt conducive to the public weal,"
fo on this occafion your committee are perfectly fatisfied, that a very great
majority of them are defirous to exercife that right in the mode propofed.
it

" community
" fhall be by

The

to

though numerous and refpectable,
have not altogether influenced this opinion. The fubject has engaged much
of the public attention.
Members have mixed with their conftituents in
the
ftate,
all parts of
and have had full time and opportunity to learn their
fentiments
they have, in a committee of the whole, feverally communicated the knowledge which they had acquired, and the refult has been, a
full and thorough conviction that the voice of the great majority of the
people calls for the meafure, and that nothing but the flender oppofition
which it has met with, and an opinion of its being generally agreeable, has
prevented more petitions in its favor.
The committee combine with thefe confiderations a convi&ion that the
meafure is in itfelf right and necelTary; that it will tend to promote the
wifhes of every good citizen, by fettling a queftion which has long agitated
the public mind, and thereby reftore harmony, mutual confidence and good
order, on the molt folid foundations.
In addition to this, it is the fortunate feafon when all our citizens are on
an equal footing to elect their members of Convention, and are for the moffc
part within the ftate, which was not the cafe when the conftitution was
The Convention too will poffefs every advantage which time and
framed.
experience have unfolded, from the forms of government in other ftates,
and the examples of improvement they have fhewn, as well as from the
excellent model, fo far as it applies, exhibited by the conftitution of the
United States The committee therefore, in obedience to the withes of the
people, fubmit to the Houfe the following rlfolutions, to wit.
Refolded, That, in the opinion of this Houfe, it is expedient and proper
for the good people of this commonwealth to choofe a Convention, for the
purpoie of reviewing, and, if they fee occafion, altering and amending the
conftitution of this ftate ; that in the opinion of this AlTembly, the faid
Convention fhould confift of the like number of members from the city of
Philadelphia, and the feveral counties in this commonwealth, as compofe
this Houfe, and be chofen on the fame day, in the fame manner, by the
fame perfons, at the fame places, and under the fame regulations, as are
directed and appointed by the election laws of this ftate, fave that the returns fhould be made to the Convention fo chofen ; and that the faid Convention fhould meet at Philadelphia on the fourth Tuefday in November
petitions in favor of the meafure,

-,

:

next.
Refolved,

and met,

it

That in the opinion of this Houfe, a Convention being chofen
would be expedient, juft and reafonable, that the Convention
3

U

fhould

.[
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Should publish their amendments and alterations for the consideration of the
people, and adjourn at leafc four months previous to confirmation.
Refolved, That it be and it is hereby recommended to the fucceeding Houfe
of ASTembly, to provide by law for the expences incurred by the faid election and Convention.
On motion,
Ordered, That 7000 copies in the Englifi, and 3000 in the German language, of the foregoing refolutions, be printed, and distributed for the information of the citizens of this State.

We
iff.

Dijfent

from

the meafures adopted by this Houfe

T) E CAUSE

we

are of opinion that this

We

for

calling

Houfe

is

a Convention,

not competent to

of legislation
Our authority is derived from it, and limited
agreeably to the constitution.
We are bound by the fanction of our Solemn oaths to do nothing
by it.
injurious to it, and the good people of Pennfyhania have in the constitution
declared the only mode in which they will exerciSe " the right of a com,"" munity to reform, alter or abolish government," as being the manner moSt
conducive to the public weal.
2d. Becaufe we are of opinion that if this Houfe were competent to the
It is
Subject, they have not Sufficient grounds for adopting this meafure.
clear to us that a majority of the good people of the State are averfe to it.
This Houfe originated it from their own mere motion, without any application from their constituents, and invited the people to fignify their aSTent.
After an effort of feveral months, fupported by the greatest exertions of
legislative influence, and without any confiderable interference to oppofe
them, this aSTent has been extorted from not more than (about) one feventh of the people; and this, we are authorized to aSTert from our own
knowledge and the beSt information, was effected by the moft deceptions
means, and that in many instances the petitioners luppofed the object: of
the application to this Houfe was the obtaining amendments to the fcederal
Thefe iea(bns,
conlfitution, and for the lowering of the taxes in this State.
lb far as it is grounded on the fmall number of petitioners, are Strengthened
by the information given in this Houfe from, and of the moSt wealthy
and populous parts of the State, that, fince the petitions were figned, great
changes have taken place in the wishes of the people on this fubject.
3d. Becaufe, when an attempt was lately made to effect the fame meafure, a majority of the good people of the State interpofed, denying the
right or power of their Representatives to interfere, and gave a moSt decided and unambiguous evidence of their attachment to the prelent con-

[3

tne Subject.

are delegated for the fpecial purpofes

stitution.

Becaufe the Supreme Executive Council have not been advifed
with nor had any concurrence in the meaiure propoied, but have given an
unequivocal mark of their disapprobation, and yet they are equally interested, and equally Reprelentatives of the good people of the State.
5th. Becaule the time propofed to the people for electing members of
the intended Convention is too foon to admit of that general information
Sheriffs and
and full consideration which So important a meafure deferves.
Coroners have been months canvalfing for their comparatively trifling offices,
and
4th.
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J

cafe of inconceivable importance to every

a

munity and

their pofterity for ages, a

to the doors of every houfe, but little

member

of the

com-

knowledge of which mould be carried
more time is given than is fufficient tu

county Court-houfes of the (late.
Becaufe this meafure at once infringes the folemn compact entered
into by the people of this ftate with each other, to be ruled by fixed principles ; will render every form of government precarious and unliable; encourage factions, in their beginning contemptible for numbers, b,y a perfevering opposition to any adminiftration, to hope for fuccefs
and fubject
the lives and liberties of the good people of this commonwealth, and all
law and government, to uncertainty ; render every thing that is dear fubject
to the caprice of a facVous and corrupt majority in the Legiflature ; deftroy
all confidence in our government, and prevent foreigners from giving that
preference to Pennfyhania, as an afylum from opprefiion, which, we have
hitherto experienced.
ride to the doors of the

6th.

;

James M'Lene,

"John Gilcbreefi,

"John Piper,

James Barr,
James Allifon,

Jonathan Hoge,

On

"Thomas Beale,

Alexander Wright,

Thomas Kennedy.

motion,

Ordered,
entituled

"

James Johnjlon,

That Thurfday next be

''

An A61 for

erecJing

afligned for the third reading of the bill,
part of Cumberland county into a feparate

county," and that it be the order for that day.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

Wednefday, September 16, 1789.
The Houfe met

A

A.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from the Honorable Robert Morris and William Maclay, Efquires,
Senators from this ftate in the Congrefs of the United States, was read,
together with the anfwer, therewith tranfmitted, of his Excellency the
Prefident of the United States to the Addrefs of this Houfe, unanimoufly
adopted September 5th, which anfwer is as follows, viz.
letter

To the

Freemen of the Commonwealth
General Assembly met.

Representatives
Pennfylvania, in

of the

of

GENTLEMEN,

WHEN

the Reprefentatives of a free people, delivering the fenfe
of their constituents, give fuch marks of affectionate attachment
to an individual as are contained in your addrefs to me, it muft call forth
Under this imprefllon,
the warmed: acknowledgments of a grateful heart.
I beg you to believe that your favorable opinion of my paft conduct, and

kind congratulations on
are indelibly

marked on

my elevation
my mind.

to the

high ftation which

I

now

fill,

and decided part which the citizens of Pennfyhania took in,
behalf of the prefent fyftem of government cannot be forgotten by the peoand in acknowledging the grateful fenfe which
ple of thefe United States j
I have

The

early

—

;

i6i

[
I

j

have of your affurances of the firm and conftant fupport of your

(late in

be neceflary, for rendering my adminibeneficial
to our country, I truft that I meet the
and
myfelf
ftration eafy to
concurrence of all good citizens.
The virtue, moderation and patriotifm, which have marked the fteps of
the American people in framing, adopting, and thus far carrying into effect
our prefent fyftem of government, has excited the admiration of nations

all

meafures, in which

aid fhall

its

for us to act up to thofe principles which mould
and enlightened people, that we may gain refpect abroad,
and enfure happinefs to ourfelves and to our pofterity. It fhould be the
higheft ambition of every American to extend his views beyond himfelf,
and to bear in mind that his conduct will not only affect himfelf, his country, and his immediate pofterity, but that its influence and effedts may be
co-extenfive with the world, and ftamp political happinefs or mifery on ages
To obtain this deiirable end, and to eftablifh the government
yet unborn.

and

it

now only remains

characterife a free

—

of laws, the union of thefe

ftates is ablolutely neceflary

;

therefore, in every

proceeding, this great, this important object fhould ever be kept in view;
and fo long as our meafures tend to this, and are marked with the wifdom of
a well-informed and enlightened people, we may realbnably hope, under the
fmiles of Heaven, to convince the world, that the happinefs of nations

can be accomplifhed by pacific revolutions in their political fyftems, without
the. deftructive intervention of the fword.
Your withes for my perfonal happinefs, and fervent prayers for the prefervation of my exiftence, have made a grateful impreflion upon me ; and I
fhall not fail to implore the Divine Author of the Univerfe to beftow thofe
bleflings upon you and your conftituents, that can make a people happy.

G.

A

WASHINGTON.

from his Excellency the Prefident of the Supreme Executive
Council was prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.
letter

In
S

I

COUNCIL,

Philadelphia, September

16,

1789.

R,

ID O

myfelf the honor of tranfmitting to you furveys of four tracts of
land, directed to be referved for the ufe of the ftate by a refolution of
the General Affembly of the twenty-fourth day of March laft, with Mr.
Adlums account of the expence of making thole furveys, for the payment
of which no provifion hath been made by the Legiflature.

I have

the honor to be,

With

the greatejl reJpecJ,

Tour

mojl obedient

and

SIR,
mojl humble fervant,

THOMAS MIFFLIN.
Honorable the Speaker
of the General Affembly.

on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred, together with its enclofures, to the committee on ways and means, to report thereon.

And

Petitions

—
[
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Petitions from 374 inhabitants of the county of Lanccf.er were read of
tenor with thofe read September ift, reflecting the election
of
members of a Convention, for accommodating the conftitution of this ftate
to the government of the United States, and for making fuch other alteraa fimilar

them mail feem neceffary in the faid conftitution.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from 52 inhabitants of the county of Philadelphia and 38 of the
county .if Montgomery were read, praying a law may be paffed, to abolifh
the excite upon fpirituous liquors within this commonwealth.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Wajhington
was read, praying the bill, entituled " An A5l for annexing part of the
" county of Washington to the comity of Allegheny," may be paffed into a
tions as to

law.

Ordered

The
" ton

bill,

to

to lie

on the

table.

" An Acl for

entituled

the county of Allegheny,"

annexing part of the county of Wafhingwas read the third time, and confidered

by paragraphs.
Ordered,
law.

That

it

be engrofted, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

" An A3 for vejling in James Rumfey, Efquire, the
and privilege of making, ufng and vending divers engines,
" machines and devices, by him invented or improved, for a term of years there" in mentioned," was read the fecond time
And on the queftion, " Will the Houfe confider the fame by paragraphs ?"
In was moved by Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Wynkoop,
To poftpone the faid queftion, in order to take up for a fecond reading
the petition of John Fitch, read yefterday.
And on the queftion, '* Will the Houfe agree to the pofponement, for the

The

"

bill,

exclufive

entituled

right

—

"

aforefaid purpofe

:

—

f—

was carried in the affirmative, and the petition read the fecond time.
was then made by Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Wynkoop,
motion
A
That the faid bill, together with the petition of John Fitch, be fpecially
referred to the fucceeding Houfe of Afiembly.
Which was carried in the negative.
It

The
"

original queftion then recurring,

—

viz.

—"

Will the Houfe confder the

and the queftion being taken,
faid bill by paragraphs ?"
It was carried in the affirmative.

Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A.

Thurfday^ September ij,
The Houfe met

M.

1789.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

Petitions from 69 inhabitants of the county of Chejler and 162 inhabitants
of the county of Lancajier were read, of a fimilar tenor with thofe read

September ift, refpe&ing the election of members of a Convention, for accommodating the conftitution of this ftate to the government of the United
States, and for making fuch other alterations as to them fhall feem neceffary
in

the faid conftitution.
Ordered to lie on the table.
3

X

The

—
[

^4

3

The committee
of land in

-the

appointed Augiift 3 1 ft, on the petitions of divers owners
county of Luzerne, made report, which was read, as follows,

viz.

The committee, to whom were referred the petitions of fundry perfons
claiming lauds in the county of Luzerne, and other papers relating thereto,
report-

—

That having enquired into the nature of the complaints of faid petitionfind that the law pafTed 28th March, 1787, entituled " An ASi for
" afcertaining and confirming to certain perfons, called Connecticut Claimants,
" the lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, &c." could not be

ers,

on account of the Commiflioners appointed for that
having
obliged
to abandon their duty, and that they could not
been
purpofe
again enter thereon, with fafety to their perfons, within the time limited to
receive the claims in faid act fpecified, for which reafon the General Affembly, by their law paffed 29th March, 1788, have fufpended the powers of
faid Commiflioners, in order to prevent the partial execution of the faid
firft recited act
and your committee being of opinion that carrying the faid
act into effect in the prefent fituation of affairs would be unjuft and imcarried into execution,

;

proper, offer the following refolution,
Refolved,
act,

That
"

entituled

committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to repeal the
An A3 for afcertaining and confirming to certain perfons,
a

" called Connecticut Claimants,
" Luzerne."

the lands by them claimed within the county of

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed September nth, on the petitions from a number of the inhabitants of Potter?, and Upper Bald-Eagle townfhips, in the
county of Northumberland, and alfo of Greenwood townfhip, in the county
of Cumberland, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of a number of the
inhabitants of Potter's and Bald-Eagle townfhips, in Northumberland county,
and alfo the petition of a number of the inhabitants of Greenwood townfhip,
in Cumberland county, refpecting the divifion of faid laft named county,
report

—

appears to your committee to be reafonable and proper that the
They therefore fubmit
prayers of the faid refpective petitioners be grantqtl

That

it

:

the following refolutions,
Refolved, That the boundary lines of the

new county

propofed to be feparated from Cumberland county ought to be/To defcribed, as to include
Bald-Eagle townfhip and parj of Potter's towrrfhip, both in Northumberland
county.
Refolved, That fo much of Greenwoo d townfhip, as is fituate fouth of the
fummit of Turkey Hill, ought to remain in Cumberland county.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled "
" Supplement to an aSl, entituled " An Act for the appointment of a Re"'gifter-General, for the purpofe of regiftering the accounts of this ftate,"
which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
Ail to ejlablijli and confirtn the boundary line between this Jiate and the fate
'*
of New-York," which was read the firft time, and
Agreeably
Ordered to lie on the table.

A

'

'
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Agreeably to the order of the day, the bill, entituled " An AB for
ereBing part of Cumberland county into a feparate county" was read the

third time.

And in
" And

confidering the following paragraph, viz.
be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid,

That the

faid

county of Cumberland (hall elect three members only, and the county of
Mifflin mall elecl one member, to represent them respectively in the General Aflembly of this commonwealth, from and after the paffing of this
act, until the fame fhall be altered agreeable to the conftitution and laws
of this ftate, one Councillor, two fit perfons for Sheriffs, two fit perfons
for Coroners, and three Commiflioners, in the fame manner, and under
the fame rules, regulations and penalties, as by the conftitution and laws
of this ftate is directed in refpect to other counties ; and the faid Reprefentatives, Councillor and other officers, when chofen as aforefaid, and
duly qualified, fhall have and enjoy all and fingular fuch powers, authorities and privileges, in and for their county, as fuch officers elected in
and for any other county of this ftate may, can or ought to have."
It was moved by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Clingan,
To annex to the faid paragraph the following proviio, viz.
" Provided neverthelefs, That no Councillor lhall be elected by the free" men of the laid county of Miff.in, to ferve for the faid county, before
" the term for which the prefent Councillor for the county of Cumber" land was elected fhall expire, or till his death, refignation or removal
•*

from

office."

And on

the queftion,

—"

Will the Houfe agree to the fame ?"

and Nays were called by Mr. Lewis and Mr.

Ihrie,

and

—

were

the Yeas
as

fol-

low, viz.

YEAS.

YEAS.
1

'Jacob Hiltzheimer,

2 Lawrence Sickle,
3 William Lewis,
4 William M'Pherfon,
5 John

Salter,

6 George Logan,

7 Gerardus Wynkoop,
8 John Chapman,
9 Valentine Upp,
Samuel Foidke,
i o
1

Richard Thomas,
James Moore,

13

Mark

1 1

Wilcox,

14 John MDowell,
1

Caleb James,

16 Richard Downing, jun.
17 Alexander Lowrey,
18 Jacob Erb,
19 Henry Dering,

20 Thomas Clingan,
2

Michael Schmyfer,

22 Henry Tyfon,
23 Jofeph Read,

24 David

Mitchell,

25 Jonathan Hoge,
26 Gabriel Heifer,
2 7 J°Jeph Sands,
28 Daniel Brodhead,
29 John Ludwig,

3° Peter Ealer,
3 1 Conrad Ihrie, jun.
32

Stephen Balliot,

33 Jacob Saylor,
34 John White,
35 James Barr,
36 John Irwin,
ames -Allifony
37

J

38 John Nevil,
39 John Gilchreejl,
40 James Johnfon,
41 Jacob Reijf,
42 Peter Richards,

YEAS.
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YEAS.

YEAS.
46 John Carfon,
47 Obadiah Gore,
48 Hugh Davifon.

43 'Jonathan Roberts,
.44 Jacob Miley,

45 Adam Orth,

NAYS.
i

NAYS.

William Robin/on, jun.

Thomas Kennedy,
3 Thomas Beale,
4 John Piper,
So it was determined in the

William Todd,
6 Alexander Wright,

5

2

7 James M'Lene.
affirmative, and the faid paragraph, with the

provifo, adopted.

The bill,
" ington to

" An ASl for annexing part of

the county of Wafhbrought in engrofled,

entituled

the county of Allegheny," having been
at the table, enacted into a law, and the Speaker directed to

was compared
fign the fame.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

M.

Friday , September 18, 1789.
The Houfe met

A

letter

from

purluant to adjournment.
Excellency the Prefident of the Supreme Executive

his

Council was read,

In

A. M.

as follows,

COUNCIL,

viz.
Philadelphia, September i$th,

1789.

SIR,
myfelf
ID O Affembly,
ral

the honor to tranfmit to you, to be laid before the Genea letter from Peter Marmie, relative to a claim of Turn-

Marmie and Company,

bull,

againfr. this flate,

with a report of a committee

of Council on that claim.
i"

have the honor

With

S

the greateft refpefl,

I
Your

Speaker

to be,

R,
mojl obedient

and

mojl humble fervant,

THOMAS MIFFLIN.

Honorable the
of the General Ajfembly.

And

the papers enclofed were alfo read.
Ordered to lie on the table.

The committee appointed September 8th, on the petition of a number of
the inhabitants of Peters townlhip, in the county of Franklin, made report,
which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of fundry inhabitants
of Peters townfhip, in the county of Franklin, report the following refolution

:

Refolved,

26 7
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]

committee he appointed to bring in a bill, to divide the
public taxes laid and affefied within the townfhip of Peters, in the county of
Franklin, in the year 1782, into three equal parts, and to authorize and
empower the collecting thereof in three annual payments, with a provilb
that the whole of each perfon's mare or proportion thereof, who (hall neglect or refufe to give fecurity for the fame if required, fhall be immediately
Hefclved,

a

levied and collected.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled *' An
" Act to authorize the Supreme Executive Council to draw on the State Trea" fur er for an additional fum of money, for defraying the expence of pur chafing
'* the Indian lands on Lake Erie," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled " An AH for vejling in James Rumfey, Efquire, the
•'
exchfive right and privilege of making, ufing and vending divers engines,
** machines and devices, by him invented or improved,
for a term of years therein

"

mentioned," read September 16th, recurring,

"

was, on motion of Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. M'Lene,
Ordered, That the confideration thereof be pofiponed.
The Houfe refumed the confideration of the bill, entituled " An Act
for erecting the town of Eafton, in the county of Northampton, into a

"

borough, and for other purpofes therein mentioned," and having fully con-

It

fidered the

Ordered,

fame by paragraphs.

That

it

be engrofTed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

law.

The Houfe refumed

the confideration of the

bill,

entituled

" An Act

for erecting part of the county of Cumberland into a feparate county," and
having conlidered the feveral paragraphs thereof,
A motion was made by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Balliot,
*'

To fubftitute another title to the faid bill, as follows, viz.
" An Act for erecling certain parts of Cumberland and Northumberland
*'

counties into a feparate county."

Which was

carried in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the

faid bill

Whereupon

be engrofTed, for the purpofe of being enacted

into a law.

The bill, entituled " An Act to divide the county of Berks into
" Jlriffs, was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered,

That

it

election di-

be engrofTed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

law.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

M.

Saturday, September 19, 1789.

A.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
petition from Thomas Stokely, Efquire, was read, in vindication of his
conduct againft the charges contained in the petition of a number of the
inhabitants of the county of Wapington, read Auguft 3 ifl 5 and on motion,
and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.

A

3

Y

Ordered,

[

That it be
Mr.
Todd and
John/on,
Ordered,

referred to

268
Mr.

]

Lewis.,

Mr.

Robin/on,

Mr. Hoge, Mr.

to report thereon.

A petition from the Faculty of the Univerfity of Pennfyhania was read,
praying they may be allowed the liberty of ringing the State-houfe bell at
the times fixed for collecting the ftudents of that feminary.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee on ways and means, to whom was referred, September 16th,
the letter from his Excellency the Prefident, with the inclofed accounts of
'John

Adlum, made report, which was read,

The committee on ways and means,

to

as follows,

whom

was

viz.
referred the letter

from the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council, inclofing the accounts
of John Adlum, for furveying fundry tracts located, laid out and furveyed,

mouth of French-creek, at Fort Le Bceuf,
That it be
Prefque Jjle, and the mouth of Conewango, report
Refohed, That the Supreme Executive Council be, and they are hereby
authorized and empowered to draw an order on the State Treafurer, for the
fum of one hundred and feventy-Jive pounds eight flnllings and eight-pence, lawful money of this ftate, in favor of John Adlum, in full of all expences for
laying out and furveying four tracts of land referved by this ftate, at the
mouth of French-creek, at Fort Le Bceuf, Prefque IJle, and the mouth of

for the ufe of the ftate, at the

fund fet apart for claims and
improvements ; that the faid Executive Council be, and they are hereby
requefted to caufe the furveys of the faid tracts to be lodged in the Surveyor-General's office, there to remain of record, for the ufe of this commonConewango, the

faid

fum

to be paid out of the

wealth.

The

petition of

James Milligan and Hugh Lenox, read September 14th, was

read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. M'Dowell and Mr. Hoge,
to report thereon.
The report of the committee on the petitions of Francis White and RoWhereupon,
bert Rofs, read September 12th, was read the fecond time.
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to authorife a
re-exami nation, in the Supreme Court of this commonwealth, of the pro-

ceedings of the Commiffioners of Bankruptcy againft Francis White and Robert Rofs, refpe&ively, and to provide for the relief of them, or either of
them, that may appear to be iu illy entitled thereto.
Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Hoge, Mr. Irwin and Mr. M'Lene be a
committee to bring in a bill agreeably to the foregoing refolution.
Refohed, That it be fpecially recommended to the next Houfe of General AfTembly to amend the bankrupt laws of this commonwealth, in fuch
manner as that the proceedings of the Commiffioners may be liable to a proper examination and controul.

" An A51 for

dividing the county of Chefter, and to
erecl the lower or eajlernmojl part thereof into a feparate county," was read

The
"

bill,

entituled

the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith published for consideration.
The bill, entituled "
Supplement to an acl, entituled " An Act for the
" appointment of a Regifter-General, for the purpoie of registering the
" accounts of this ftate," was read the fecond time, and confidered by para-

A

graphs.
Ordered,

C
Ordered,

That

it

*69
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.

be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publish-

ed for confideration.

The

u An Aft for

entituled

bill,

" and Northumberland
engroffed, was

•in

creeling certain parts of

counties into a feparate county,"

compared

at

Cumberland

having been brought

the table, enacted into a law, and the Speaker

directed to fign the fame.

On

motion of Mr. Kennedy and Mr.

Allifon,

Ordered, That Wednefday next be affigned for the election of a Regifter
for the probate of wills and granting letters of adminiftration, and Recorder of deeds, in and for the county of Mifflin, and that it be the order
for that day.

Adjourned

until three o'clock

on Monday next, P.

Monday\ September
The Houfe met

A
was

To

reprefentation

M.

21, 1789.

P.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from the Honorable the Judges of the Supreme Court

read, as follows, viz.

the Honorable the

Representatives

monwealth of Pennfylvania,

The

Justices

in

of the Freemen of the Com-

General Ajfembly met,

of the Supreme Court of Judicature of the fame

Commonwealth
Humbly

THAT

Reprefent,

they have fuftained great hardfhip and wrong in the payment
depreciated paper bills of credit j whereby thofe

of their falaries in

falaries, which by the conftitution and laws ought to be fixed and certain,
have been lelTened and with-held ; that the rule of juftice fhould govern a
flate as well as individuals, and that they conceive they are by that rule
entitled to have the difference between the value of the feveral fums received by them from time to time in paper, and the like fums in fpecie,
adjutled and paid.
They further beg leave to obferve, that in cafes where the fubject conceives he has a well grounded claim againfl the fovereign, there is a mode
provided in every well regulated government for the difcuflion of fuch claim
and the attainment of right, as in England by petition in chancery, and in
Pennfylvania to the government; that this government has always hitherto
granted a trial by jury to decide queflions arifing between the citizen and
the flate, when applied to for that purpofe, as in the cafe of General Daniel
Roberdeau, and many others.
The Judges therefore humbly requefl, that they may feverally be permitted to enter amicable actions, in any Court to be agreed upon by the
Honorable Houfe, againfl this commonwealth, to which the Attorney-General fhall appear, and an iffue be joined, to try and determine their refpec-

tive

[
tive claims,

the

or that juftice

wifdom of the Houfe

2-7°
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may be done

to

them

in any other

manner

that

fhall direcl:.

They have the honor

with very great regard,

to be,

The Honorable Houfe s
Mojl obedient and mojl humble fervants,

T H

M'KEAN,

O.

and for

Wm.

A.

A T L E

E,

JACOB RUSH,
GEO. BRYAN.

Philadelphia, September 2\Jl,

Ordered to

A

petition

lie

1789.

on the table.

from Thomas

Pilkington, an infolvent debtor, confined in the

gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia, was read, praying he

may be

from further imprifonment.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed on that part of the meflage of Council refpedling the reprelentation of the Board of Wardens, and the petition of the
firft rate Pilots of the bay and river Delaware, made report, which was
read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond
time, and adopted, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the confideration of the reprefentation of the Board of Wardens of the port of Philadelphia, tranfmitted to
the Houfe by the Supreme Executive Council, and the petition of the firft
rate Pilots of the bay and river Delaware on the fame fuhjedt, report
That the ad, entituled " An AB to cjlablifi a Board of Wardens for the
" port 0/" Philadelphia, and for other purpofes therein mentioned," will require material alterations, which cannot conveniently be perfected during
the fitting of the prefent General AfTembly, but which will require early
releafed

attention

;

therefore they offer a refolution,
That the reprefentation of the Board of

Wardens of the port
branch Pilots plying in the
bay and river Delaware, be fpecially recommended to the early attention of
the fucceeding General AfTembly.
The report of the committee on the petitions of divers owners of land in
the county of Luzerne, read September 17th, was read the fecond time.
It was then moved by Mr. Robinfon, feconded by Mr. Gore,
To poftpone the confideration of the faid report, in order to introduce
the following refolution in lieu thereof, viz.
Refolved, That all petitions and other papers on the files of the Houfe,
on the fubject of the difputed claims to lands in the county of Luzerne, be
fpecially recommended to the ferious confideration of the next General Affembly.
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the poflponement, for the purRefolved,

of Philadelphia, and the petition of the

firft

rate

—

**

pofe aforefaidT'
It

was carried

—

in the affirmative,

and the propofed refolution adopted.

The

2 7*
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The

report of the committee on the petitions of Gabriel Coxe and others,
read September 12th, was read the fecond time
Whereupon,
:

On

motion of Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. M'Lene,
Ordered, That the fame be fpecially recommended to the next General
Affembly.
The committee appointed Augufi 25th, on the petition of the loaf bread
bakers in the city of Philadelphia, and the vicinity thereof, made report,
which was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read
the fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition from the bakers of
the city of Philadelphia, and the neighbourhood thereof, report
That it appears to your committee that the inconveniencies complained of
by the petitioners principally arife from the laws for the infpect ion of bread
not being fufficiently calculated to effectually guard againfi frauds and impofitions ; and in order that the fame may be remedied, your committee
offer the following refolution, to wit.

Refohed, That

be fpecially recommended to the next General Affembly
amend the laws with refpecl to the infpection of bread, in fuch
manner as to guard againft frauds and impofitions in the making and vending thereof.
it

to alter and

The

"
"

"

An

provide for the payment of the demands of
Jofeph Perkins, Abraham Morrow and John Nicholfon, upon this commonwealth," was read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publiihbill,

entituled

A5l

to

ed for confideration.
entituled " An At~l to authorife the Supreme Executive Council
on the State Treafurer for an additional fum of money, for defray*' ing the expence
of purchafing of the Indians lands on Lake Erie," was read
the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.

The

**.

to

bill,

draw

Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publifhed for confideration.
Supplement to the feveral laws of this commonThe bill, entituled "
" wealth refpeSling attachments," was read the third time, and confidered by
paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

A

law.

The

An A£l

and Coroners," was read
paragraphs.
the third time, and confidered by
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
bill,

entituled

bill,

entituled

**

relating to Sheriffs

law.

The
*'
*«

f«

" An

AB

to enable the

owners and

pojfejfors

of a cer-

tain traSl of meadow land, fituate in the precincl of Richmond, in the
town/hip of the Northern-Liberties, to keep the banks, dams, fuices and
food-gates in repair," was read the third time, and confidered by para-

graphs.
Ordered,
law.

The

"
"

That

it

be engroffed,

" An

for the purpofe of being enacted into a

grant the corporation of the Minifter,
Trufees, Elders and Deacons of the German Reformed congregation of Fhiladelphia, in the fate of Pennfylvania, certain lands therein mentioned, for
" endowing
3 Z
bill,

entituled

At~l to

272

[

]

'•'

endowing a free fchool, for the ufe of the poor of the faid congregation" was
read the third time, and considered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpoie of being enacted into a
law.

entituled «f An ASl to divide the county of Berks into election dihaving
been brought in engroffed, was compared at the table,
JlricJs,"
law,
and the Speaker directed to lign the fame.
enacted into a
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

The

bill,

"

Tuefday, September 22, 1789.
The Houfe met

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from Samuel M'Clure and Jacob Weitzel were read, feverally
praying to be appointed Regifter for the probate of wills, &c. and Recorder
of deeds, in and for the county of Mifflin.
Ordered to lie on the table.
petition from Alexander Lewis, fames Gamble and Patterfon Bell was
read, together with copies of the record of the conviction of Jojepb Miller, Efquire, a Juftice of the Peace in and for the county of Lancajler, of
keeping a tippling houfe, and praying he may be diimiffed from his faid
Petitions

A

office.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed September 3d, on the petition of a number of
the inhabitants of the county of Wajhington, made report, which was read,
as fellows,

viz.

committee, to whom was referred the petition againft Thomas Stately,
Efquire, Regifter of wills and Recorder of deeds for the county of Wajh-

The

ington, report

That having

attentively confidered

the charges in the faid petition con^tained, with the evidence brought in proof thereof, they are of opinion
that the laid charges are not fufficiently fupported
They therefore offer the
:

following refolution, viz.

That the petitioners againft Thomas Stokely, Efquire, Regifter of
and Recorder of deeds for the county of Wajlnngton, charging him
with certain mifdemeanors in his faid offices, have leave to withdraw their
Rejolved,

wills

petition.

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

The committee appointed September 19th, on the petition of fames Millegan and Hugh Lenox, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of 'James Millegan
and Hugh Lenox, fubmit the following refolution to the confideration of the
Houfe.

That the
recommended to

Refolved,
cially

Ordered to

lie

petition

of James Millegan and

Hugh Lenox be

fpe-

the co fideration of the next General Affembly.

on the

table.

The committee

appointed September 12th, on the memorial of the merchants of h'hdadelphia, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.

The comrr.ittre, to w'fiom was referred the petition of aivers merchants
of the city of Philadelphia, relpecting drawbacks and difcounts of certain
duties

on impolts, repoii

That

9
8

1

[
That having duly attended
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to the bufinefs fubmitted to

them, they are
of opinion that fa much of the acts in the petition mentioned, as r-.ktes
to the inconvenience therein ftated, is in full force and unrepealed, and that
Sharp Delany, Efquire, is, fo far as concerns the fame, the officer of this
commonwealth, and to be directed and governed by its laws They therefore offer the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to direct and
require Sharp Delany, Efquire, to make difcounts and pay drawbacks on
goods imported before the firft day of Auguft laft, and re-fhipped, or to
be re-ihipped, agreeably to the provisions contained in the feverai acts of
Affembly of this commonwealth, and to the directions thereof.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" Aft for the relief of Robert Rofs and Francis White," which was read
:

the

time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
motion was made by Mr. Logan, feconded by Mr. Irwin, in the words

firft

A

following, viz.
Refolved,

ed

That

into a law,

" laws of

a

committee be appointed

to repeal an act, entituled

to bring in a bill, to

" An A5l for amending

be enactthe penal

fate," enacted into a law the fifteenth day of September,
to amend an act, entituled
1786, and alfo one other act, entituled " An
" An Act for amending the penal laws of this ftate," enacted into a law
the twenty-feventh day of March laft.
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the fame ?" the Yeas and
Nays were called by Mr. Logan and Mr. Schmyfer, and were as follow,
this

AB

—

—

viz.

YEAS.

YEAS.
1

2
3

4
5
6

John

Salter,

George Logan,
Gerardus Wynkoop,
John M'Dowell,
Alexander Lowrey,
Michael Schmyfer,

7 J°Jepb

& ea d>

8 Jofeph Sands,

9 John Ludwig,
10 Peter Trexler, jun.
Peter Ealer,

1

12 Conrad Ihrie, jun.
13 Jacob Saylor,

14 John Piper,
15 John White,
16 James Barr,
17 John Irwin,
1
Jacob Reiff,
1

Peter Richards,

20 Jacob Miley,
21 John Carfon,
22 Obadiah Gore.

NAYS.

NAYS.
Jacob Hiltzheimer,

10 Caleb James,

Lawrence

Richard Downing, jun.
12 James Cunningham,
13 Jacob Erb,
14 Henry Dering,

Sickle,

William Lewis,
William Robinfon, jun.

8

John Chapman,
Samuel Foulke,
Richard Thomas,
fames Moore,

9

Mark

Wilcox,

11

15 Henry Tyfon,
16 David Mitchell,
17 Thomas Kennedy,
18 Thomas Beale,

NAYS.

81

1
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NAYS.

NAYS.
19 "Jonathan Hoge,

26 'John

20 Jofepb

27 James M'Lene,
28 James Johnjlon,
29 Jonathan Roberts,

Heifter,

2 1 Gabriel Heifter,

22 Daniel Brodhead,

Gilchreefi,

23 Stephen Balliot,

24

31 ifog^ Davifon.

"John Nevil,

25 Alexander Wright,
So

it

was carried

in the negative.

The reprefentation of the Judges of the Supreme Court, read yefterday,
was read the fecond time Whereupon
A motion was made by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Balliot, as fol:

lows, viz.

Refohed, That an action may be entered, and an iffue joined, to be tried
before the Juftices of the Court of Common Pleas for the county of Philadelphia, by a fpecial jury, by each of the Juftices of the Supreme Court as
plaintiff, and the commonwealth of Pennjylvania as defendant, to wit, whether, by the constitution, law or equity, the commonwealth is bound to pay
the falaries to them feverally allowed in fpecie, or the value thereof in other
money, to which actions the Attorney-General ihall appear; and if the faid
iffue fhall be found for the plaintiff, the fame jury fhall afcertain the fum of
money in fpecie which the plaintiff is entitled to receive, to render the payments heretofore made to him in depreciated paper money equal to fpecie ;
and that after the verdiefs and judgments the Supreme Executive Council
fhall draw warrants upon the Treafurer of this ftate for the fums of money
fo found for the plaintiffs, feverally, which the faid Treafurer is hereby authorized and required to pay and difcharge, out of the monies appropriated
for the payment of the Judges falaries.
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the faid rejolution f" the
Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. Lewis and Mr. Logan, and were as follow, viz.

—

YEAS.
1

Jacob Hiltzheimer,

2

Lawrence

Sickle,

3 William Lewis,

4 John

Salter,

5 William Robin/on, jun.
6 Gerardus Wynkoop,

7 John Chapman,
8 James Moore^
9 John M' Dowel/,
10 Alexander Lowrey,
1
James Cunningham,
12 Jacob Erb,
13

henry Dt ring,

1 4 Michael Scbmyfer,
15 Henry IJ'on,
16 Jofeph Read,
17 Jonathan Hoge,
Daniel Brodhead,
1

—

YEAS.
19 Peter Trexler, jun.
20 Peter Eater,
21 Conrad Ihrie, jun.
22 Stephen Balliot,
23 Jacob Say lor,

24 John Piper,
25 John White,
26 John Irwin,
27 John Nevil,
28 Alexander Wright,

29 John Gilchree/i,
30 James M'Lene,
James Johnfon,
3
32 Jacob Reiff,
33 Jonathan Roberts,
34 Adam Orth,
35 John CarIon,
36 Obadiah Gore.

N

A Y

S.

E

NAYS.
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6
1

8
1

[
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YEA

YEAS.
5 Samuel Foulke,
6 James Moore,

7 Mark

James Barr,

1

19 ^ciSa Nevil,

20 yo£# Gilchreef,
2
James M'Lene,
22 James John/on,
Regf,
23
24 P^r Richards,
25 Jrf«^ M//<?jy,
26 y^/#/« Or/I,
27 j^/z Carfon,
28 Obadiah Gore,
29 Hz/g-,6 Davifon.

Wilcox,

8 Caleb James,

9 James Cunningham,
10 Jacob Erb,
1
Jonathan Hoge,

7^

12 Jofeph Heijler,
13 Jofeph Sands,

14 yo/6« Ludwig,
15 P^r Ealer,
jfoco^ Say lor,
1
17 ^0/6# Piper,

NAYS.

NAYS.

Jacob HHtzheimer,
2 William Lewis,
1

3

John

l

Robin/on, jun.

5 Richard Thomas,
6 John M'Dowell,
7 Richard Downing, jun.
8 Alexander Lowrey,
9 Henry Dering,
I o Michael Schmyfer,
I I

Henry Tyfon,

12 Jofeph Read,

So

it

was determined

Adjourned

Mitchell,

H

Salter,

4 William

3

David

Thomas Kennedy,
J
5 Thomas Beale,
16 Daniel Brodhead,
J
7 Conrad Ihrie, jun.
18 Stephen Balliot,

19 John White,
20 John Irwin,
21 William Todd,

22 James Allifon,
2 3 Alexander Wright,
24 Jonathan Roberts.

in the affirmative.

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

M.

Wednefday^ September 23, 1789.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
petition from 220 inhabitants of the county of Tork was read, remonllrating againft the aft, entituled " An Act to repea-l Jo much of an acl of
" General AJfembly of this commonwealth, as prohibits dramatic entertainments
" within the city of Philadelphia and the neighbourhood thereof and praying
the fame may be repealed.

A

f

Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from 449 inhabitants of the county of Chejler were read, remonftrating againft a divifion of faid county, and praying they may be heard
by Council at the bar of the Houfe.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from William Rogers, Samuel Edmijlon and David Beale were
read, feverally praying to be appointed Regifter for the probate of wills and
granting letters of adminiftration, and Recorder of deeds, in and for the
county of Mifflin.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions

[

-11

]

from 142 inhabitants of the townfhips of Concord and Birmingthe
county of Chefter, were read, remonftrating againft a divifion of
ham, in
faid county, and praying, that in cafe a divifion fhould take place, they may
not be included within the boundaries of that part of the county intended to
Petitions

be erected into a feparate county.

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

The committee

of accounts made report, that agreeably to the directions
of this Houfe, they received from David Rittenhoufe, Efquire, State Treafurer, the fum of eighteen thoufand eight hundred and twenty-feven pounds and
ten pollings in bills of credit of this commonwealth, emitted by act of Affembly paffed the 16th day of March, 1785, alio the fum of twenty-four thoufand founds in bills of credit of this commonwealth, emitted by an act of Affembly paffed the 7th day of April, 178 1, all of which they have examined,
counted, burnt and deftroyed, according to law.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe proceeded to the election of
a Regifter for the probate of wills and granting letters of adminiftration,
and Recorder of deeds, in and for the county of Mifflin, and the ballots being taken, it appeared that Samuel Edmi/lon, Efquire, was duly elected.
The Houfe relumed the confideration of the bill, entituled " An ASi for

" vefing

James Rumley, Efquire, the exclufve right and privilege of making, ufing and vending divers engines, machines and devices, by him invented
'* or improved,
for a term of years therein mentioned," and having confidered
the fame by paragraphs,
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publifhin

**

ed for confideration.
The report of the committee read yefterday, on the petition of a number
of the inhabitants of the county of Waflmigton, was read the fecond time
:

Whereupon,
That the petitioners againft Thomas Stokely, Efquire, Regifter
and Recorder of deeds for the county of Waflnngton, charging him
with certain mifdemeanors in his faid offices, have leave to withdraw their
Refolved,

of wills

petition.

The

petition of the Faculty of the Univerfity of Pennfylvania, read Sep-

tember 19th, was read the fecond time..
Ordered, That the fame be tranfmitted to the Supreme Executive Council,
to take order thereon.
The report of the committee on ways and means, read September 19th,
was read the fecond time Whereupon
Refolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be, and they are hereby
authorized and empowered to draw an order on the State Treafurer, for the
:

fum of one hundred and feventy-five pounds eight pollings and eight-pence, lawful money of this ftate, in favor of John Adlum, in full of all expences for
laying out and furveying four tracts of land referved by this ftate, at the
mouth of French-creek, at Fort Le Bceuf, Prefque Ifle, and the mouth of
Conewango, the faid fum to be paid out of the fund let apart for claims and

improvements.
Refolved,

That the

faid

Supreme Executive Council

be,

and they are here-

by requefted to caufe the furveys of the faid tracts of land to be lodged in
this
the Surveyor-General's office, there to remain of record, for the ufe of
commonwealth.

The
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The bill, entituled " An A£l
An Act: for incorporating the

]

parts of an abl, entituled
Prefbyterian congregation of New-London,
" in the county of Ckejler," was read the third time, and confidered by
paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
**

to repeal certain

law.

The
"

" An Act for regulating certain election di/lricls in the
Weftmoreland
and Allegheny," was read the third time, and
of

bill,

counties

entituled

confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed,

for the purpofe of being enacted into a

law.

Mr. Lewis,

"
"
"

in his place,

read a

entituled

bill,

"

An

Ac~l to cede to

and

United States the light-houfe at Cape Henlopen, and all the beacons, buoys and public piers, together with the lands and tenements thereunto
belonging, and together with the jurifdiSlion of the fame ;" and, leave having been obtained for that purpofe, prefented the fame to the chair, when
it was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Mr. Lewis, in his place, read a bill, entituled " An Ab~l to appropriate
" the fum of five thoufand pounds annually, for the purpofes therein mention«' ed;" and, leave having been obtained for that purpofe, prefented the fame
vejl in the

to the chair,

Ordered

when
to lie

was read the
on the table.
it

firft

time, and

Mr. Lewis, in his place, read a bill, entituled " A Supplement to an act,
" entituled " An Act for raifing, by way of lottery, the fum of Eight
" Thoufand Dollars, for defraying the expence of erecting a Common-Hall
of Philadelphia, and Two Thoufand Dollars for the ufe of
Dickinfon College, in the borough of Carlijle ;" and, leave having been
obtained for that purpofe, prefented the fame to the chair, when it was read
the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled «« An Ac! for the relief of Robert Rofs and Francis
*' White," was read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publifh-

4t

in the

city

"

ed for confideration.
The report on the memorial of the merchants of the city of Philadelphia,
Whereupon
read yefterday, was read the fecond time
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to direct
and require Sharp Delany, Efquire, to make difcounts and pay drawbacks
on goods imported before the firft day of Augufl laft, and re-fhipped, or to
be re-fhipped, agreeably to the provifions contained in the feveral ads of
Affembly of this commonwealth, and to the directions thereof.
Ordered, That the members of the city and county of Philadelphia be a
committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The bill, entituled " An Ac! empowering Mary Pine to difpofe, by way
" of lottery, of a certain lot and the buildings thereon erected, together with a
*' collection
of paintings and prints, lately the property of her deceafed hujband,
«« Robert Edge Pine," was read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs
o
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith published for confideration.
:

Adjourned

until half paft three o'clock,

P.

M.

Eodem

'

[
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Eodetn Die.
The Houfe met purfuant
The petitions from 449

to

M.

P.

adjournment.

inhabitants of the county of Chefler, read this
were
read
the
forenoon,
fecond time.
It was thereupon moved by Mr. Moore, feconded by Mr. Wilcox,
That the prayer of the petitioners be granted, and that to-morrow afternoon be affigned for that purpofe.
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the fame?"
It was carried in the negative.
On motion of Mr. Wynkoop, feconded by Mr. Hoge,
Ordered, That the committee appointed September 4th, to bring in a bill
for enforcing the collection of the money raifed by way of lottery for im-

—

—

proving the public roads, &c. be difcharged.
The bill, entituled " An A5l to remedy the defeSls of an aft, intituled
" A Supplement to an act, entituled " An Act more effectually to prevent
" unfair practices in the packing of beef and pork for exportation, and to regu-

"

late the exportation

of flax-feed, butter
third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered,

The
"

That

of

bifcuit

in

kegs,"

was read the

be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.

" An Acl for incorporating the Society formed for the
and decayed Pilots, their widows and children" was read

entituled

bill,

relief

it

and

diftreffed

the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.
The bill, entituled *« An AEl to cede to and veft in the United States the

"

Ught-houfe at Cape Henlopen, and all the beacons, buoys and public piers,
together with the lands and tenements thereunto belonging, and together with
the jurifdiclion of the fame," was read the fecond time, and confidered by
paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publifh-

"
"

ed for confideration.

"

A Supplement to an a£l,

An Act for raifby way of lottery, the fum of Eight Thoufand Dollars, for defray*« ing the expence of erecting a Common-Hall in the city of Philadelphia,
" and Two Thoufand Dollars for the ufe of Dickinfon College, in the bo" rough of Carlijle," was read the fecond time, and confidered by paraThe

«'

bill,

entituled

entituled

'*

ing,

graphs.
Ordered,
lished for

That

it

be tranfcribed for

a third reading,

and forthwith pub-

confideration.

The following bills having been brought in engrofled, were feverally compared at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to fign the
fame, viz.

ACT for

erecling the town of Eaflon, in the county ^Northampa borough, and for other purpofes therein mentioned.
/d grant to the corporation of the Minijler, Truflees, Elders and
An
Deacons of the German Reformed Congregation in the city of Philadelphia, in
the flat e of Pennfylvania, certain lands therein mentioned, for endowing a free

An

ton, into

ACT

fchool,

for the

Adjourned

ufe

of the poor of the faid congregation.

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.
4 B

M.
Thurfday,

7
9
5
1

1

[

*s°

3

Thurfday, September 24,
The Houfe met

A

1789.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from 13 inhabitants of Edgmont townfhip,

in the county of
of
faid
remonftrating
againfl
a
divifion
county,
and prayChejier,
ing they may be heard by Counfel at the bar of the Houfe.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed September 3d, on the petition of the owners of
lands in the frontier and other counties of this flate, made report, which
was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the
fecond time
Whereupon
That
the petition from the owners of lands in the frontier and
Refohed,
other counties of this ftate, with the papers accompanying the fame, be
fpecially recommended to the next General Affembly.
And on the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the following refolu-

petition

was

read,

:

"

tion ?"

—

—

viz.

Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to continue,
until the firft day of April next, an act, entituled «« An ASl to fufpend the
" fale of lands for non-payment of taxes, and for other purpofes therein men-

"

tioned."

The Yeas and Nays
as follow,

being called by Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Wright, were

viz.

YEAS.

YEAS.
1

Jacob Hiltzheimer,

1

2

Lawrence

16

Sickle,

3 William Lewis,

1

18

4 William M'Pberfon,
5 William Robinfon, jun.

1

6 Gerardus Wynkoop,

20

7 John Chapman,
8 Samuel Foulke,

22

21

9 Richard Thomas,
10 James Moore,

Mark

1

23

24
25 John Carfon,
26 Obadiah Gore,
27 Hugh Davifon.

Wilcox,

12 John M'Dowell,
13 Alexander Lowrey,
14 James Cunningham,

NAYS.

NAYS.
1

George Logan,

2 Caleb James,

1

4 Henry Tyfon,
5 J°/epb Read,
6

David

Mitchell,

7 Thomas Beale,
8 Jofeph Heifer,
9 Gabriel Heifer,
10 Jofeph Sands,

John Ludwig,

12 Peter Trexler, jun.

.,

3 Richard Downing,

Jacob Erb,
Henry Dering,
Michael Schmyfer,
Jonathan Hoge,
Daniel Brodhead,
Peter Ealer,
Conrad Ihrie, jun.
Jacob Say lor,
Peter Richards,
Jacob Miley,

un.

13
14
15
16

John Piper,
John White,
James Barr,
William Todd,

17 James Allifon,
18 John Nevil,
19 Alexander Wright,

20 John

Gilchreejl,

NAYS.

1

Ml

C

]

NAYS.

NAYS.

James M'Lene,
22 James Johnjlon,
2

23 Jacob

So

it

24 Jonathan Roberts,
25 Adam Or to.

Reiff,

was carried

in the affirmative.

Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Robin/on, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Thomas, Mr.
ffogA Mr. Johnfion and Mr. Roberts be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The committee appointed November 1 2th, on the petition of Edward

made

Stiles,

which was

report,

The committee,

whom

read, as follows, viz.

was

referred the petition of Edward Stiles,
refolution
following
fubmit the
to the confideration of the Houfe, to wit'.
Refolved, That the Prelident and Supreme Executive Council be authorized and directed to draw an order on the State Treafurer, in favor of
Edward Stiles, for nine hundred and Jixty-feven pounds fixteen fallings and
eleven-pence, payable out of the fund fet apart by ** An Abl to appropriate
5*

to

divers funds, accruing and growing due to this commonwealth, towards the
the expences of government, and to provide a fund for other purfull fatisfadtion of his claims againft this commonweath, as

" payment of
" pofes," in

ftated in his petition.

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

The committee

of accounts, appointed to infpedl the books and accounts
of the Managers of the State Lottery, made report, which was read, as
follows, viz.

The committee

of accounts, directed to examine the proceedings of the
Lottery, report
the
State
Managers of
That, on examination, they have found that the papers and accounts of
the Managers are kept with accuracy, and they appear to be fo arranged,

may

be eafily deteded.
For the information of the Houfe, the committee beg leave to

that error or miftake

communi-

cate,

Dollars.
ift.

That by the

lottery

it

was intended

to raife

-

42,000

That the contingent expences of the lottery Dol.
commiffions amount to
Managers
8,215 3^
and
2d.

3d.

That

the allowance for gratuities to purchaf-

of 100 tickets and upwards, amounts to
84
4th. That on tickets taken for the account of the
29,240 86
ftate, which could not be fold, there is a lofs of
cth. That there are outftanding debts to the

ers

amount of
6th. That

-

there

pofes of the lottery

is

a balance in cam, for the pur-

2 >%S3 %9

J

"2

1,605 56 1-2

42,000
Ordered to

lie

on the

the confideration of the motion made by Mr. Lewis
and fit
Nevil, September 4th, relative to the appointment of fuitable
perfons

The Houfe refumed
and Mr.

table.

[

28l

]

perfons of law knowledge, to] prefide in the feveral courts within this ftate,
for the due administration of juftice.
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.

The

petition of Frederick Antes, read September 12th,
time.

cond

That the fame be

Ordered,

fpecially

recommended

was read the

fe-

to the next General

AfTembly.

The

petition of David Meade, read Augujl 24th, was read the fecond
Whereupon
Refolved, That David Meade have leave to withdraw his petition.
The petition of John Levingjlon, read September 1 1 th, was read the fe-

time

:

cond time.

That the fame be difmifled.
from his Excellency the

Ordered,

The

letter

Prefident, inclofing the petition of
Daniel Leet, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Cunningham, Mr. Car/on and Mr.
Barr, to report thereon.
The bill, entituled " An Ab~i relating to drawbacks and difcounts," was
read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith published for confideration.
The bill, entituled " An Aft to e/labli/h and confirm the boundary line be11
tween this fate and the Jlate of New- York," was read the fecond time,
and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publiihed for confideration.
The bill, entituled "
Supplement to an a£l, entituled " An A& for the
" appointment of a Regifter-General, for the purpofe of regiftering the
*' accounts of this ilate,"
was read the third time, and confidered by para-

A

graphs.
Ordered,
law.

That

Adjourned

it

be engrofled, for the purpofe of being ena&ed into a

until half paft three o'clock,

P.

Eodem Die,
The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
The committee appointed for the purpofe

M.

P.

M.

reported a

bill,

entituled

"

An

" Aft further to continue an acl, entituled " An A<fl to fufpend the fale of
" lands for non-payment of taxes, and for other purpofes therein mentioned,"
which was read the firfc time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The report of the committee read September 5th, on the petition of divers
inhabitants of Peters townfhip, in the county of Franklin, was read the
fecond time:

Whereupon

That

committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to divide the
public taxes laid and afleffed within the townfhip of Peters, in the county
of Franklin, in the year 1782, into three equal parts, and to authorife and
Refolved,

a

empower the collecting thereof in three annual payments, with a provifo
that the whole of each perfon's fhare or proportion thereof, who ihall ne~
glecl:

183

i

glecl or refufe to give fecurity for the
ly levied

fame

]
if required,

mall be immediate-

and collected.

That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Hoge and Mr. M'Lene be

Ordered,

a committee, to
conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The letter from his Excellency the Prefident of this ftate, incloiing the
accounts of Turnbull, Marmie and Company, read September 18th, was read

bring in a

bill

the fecond time.
Ordered, That the fame, together with its enclofures, be fpecially referred to the fucceeding General Affembly.
The report of the committee on the petition of 'James Milligan and Hugh
Lenox, read September 22d, was read the fecond time
Whereupon
Refolved, That the petition of James Milligan and Hugh Lenox be fpecially recommended to the confideration of the next General Affembly.
The report of the committee on that part of the meffage of Council refpecling the expences of receiving his Excellency the Prefident of the United
States, read September ift, was read the fecond time
Whereupon
:

:

That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, empowering the Supreme Executive Council to draw an order on the Treasurer of
the ftate for the fum of one hundred and thirteen pounds and fix-pence, in
Refolved,

full.

Ordered,

That Mr. M'Pherfon, Mr. Brodhead and Mr. Johnfon be

a

committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The report of the committee on the petitions of Thomas Pilkington, Phiwas read the fecond
lip Lower and John Clendinnen, read September 1 ith,
time Whereupon
Refolved, That Thomas Pilkington, Philip Lower and John Clendinnen, have
:

withdraw their feveral petitions.
The petition from a number of the inhabitants of the fecond election
diftridt in Bedford county, read September 15th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the members from Bedford county, to re-

leave to

port thereon.

The

bill,

entituled

"

An

Acl

in

favor of John Houfton," was read the

third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engrolted, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.

On

motion of Mr. Brodhead, feconded by Mr. M'Lene,
That the bill, entituled " An A5l for the better regulation and
" uPP ort °f th e P oor °f Berks county," be fpecially recommended to the next
Houfe of Affembly.
A motion was made by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. M'Lene, containing
Ordered,

S

the following refolution, viz.
Whereas a committee of this Houfe, on the petition of Margaret Smythe,
praying that the truftees in a fettlement of her eftate made foon after her intermarriage with Frederick Smythe, and in purfuance thereof, might be enabled to fell and convey a confiderable part of her real eftate, made report

words and figures following, to wit.
*' The committee, to whom was referred the petition of Mrs. Margaret
Smythe, beg leave to report
«« That having attentively confidered the nature and defign of marriage
articles, they find, that as a woman thereby folemnly declares her mind with
xefpect to her eftate, and as {he has no will relative thereto after her marand
riage, except what was exprefly referved, they are in courts of law
at the laft feflion, in the

4

C

equity

[

*«4

]

equity held inviolable as laft wills, and are never broken in upon by parliamentary interpofition, except on very fpecial occaiions, to relieve from diftrefs, or to better the eftate for thofe who may eventually fucceed to it.

" That

your committee it appears, that Mrs. Smytbe was, before her
intermarriage with Mr. Frederick Smytbe, entitled, under the will of her late
uncle Jojepb Turner, Elquire, to a large real and perfonal eftate, which was
at her own inftance and delire vefted in truftees, for fuch ufes as fhe fhould
by a writing, in nature of her laft will, direct and appoint, and fubject to
no other ufes whatever, except as to the annual profits thereof, which were
to be enjoyed by her and her faid intended hu{band in equal moieties during
their joint lives, and his part thereof to be continued to him during his life,
if he fhould furvive her ; that fome time after the marriage took effect, the
faid marriage fettlement was (in order to enable the faid Frederick and Margaret to raife a conliderable ium of money by mortgage on a houfe and lot
of hers in the city of Philadelphia) cancelled, with the confent of the faid
truftees and of the next of kin of the faid Margaret, who were defirous to
aid them therein, and a new fettlement made to the fame ufes; with this
f s. Smytbe was not included therein,
difference, that the perfonal eftate of
but became fubject to the difpofal of Mr. Smythe, and with this further difference, that the faid Frederick and Margaret were thereby enabled to raife three
thoufand pounds by mortgage on the faid houfe and lot, and that to pay off
and reftore the fame unencumbered to the original trufts, the truftees were
authorized to fell all the lands and tenements of Mrs. Smythe in the ftate of
New-Jerfey, and to pay her the furplus remaining therefrom, after difcharging fuch mortgage or mortgages ; that one thoufand pounds were railed by
mortgage on the faid houfe and lot by the faid Frederick and Margaret, who
being afterwards defirous of felling the fame houfe and lot, and the Truftees
not being authorized to concur therein, a petition was prefented to the General Affembly in the name of the faid Margaret, ftating, " that the income
" of all her eftate was not fufticient in its prefent circumftances to fupport
" her, and that it was moreover charged with the payment of divers debts
" due from her late uncle Jojepb Turner, Efquire, by whofe gift fhe held
U the fame," and praying to be enabled to fell the faid houfe and lot;
whereupon a law was patted, reciting " that by a fale of the faid houfe and
'* lot a conliderable fum of money
would be railed to enable her to dif'* charge the faid debts, and an annuity during the lives of her and her
'* faid hufband would be referved, whereby, their income would be fo en" creafed as to render their circumftances and fituation eafy for their lives,"
and enabling her and her faid hufband, with the truftees, to fell and convey
the faid houfe and lot, which was foon afterwards done for the price of one
thoufandjive hundred pounds, and an annuity ofjour hundred pounds per annum
during their joint lives, and the life of the furvivor of them ; that notwithftanding what is ftated in the faid petition (and which Mrs. Smythe, from
the information which fhe had received, had at that time reafon to believe
was true) a fale of the faid houfe and lot was not neceflary for the payment
of the debts of the faid Jojepb Turner, which were but inconfiderable, and it
appears not only by other evidence, but by the confeffion of all the parties, that he left perfonal eftate more than fufticient to difcharge them, and
that they had actually been difcharged before the preferring of the faid peto

M

tition.

In

[

'i«5

]

:

<c

In order to form a judgment of the neceffity of an interpolhiow by
this Houfe in the manner prayed for, your committee have enquired re-

fpe&ing the eftate of Mrs. Smytbe, and find it to be very valuable and productive; that Mr. Smytbe has received from it fince their marriage in 1784.
near fix tbaufand pounds in cam, clear of

debts

that the rents and anwith punctuality) amount to
nine hundred pounds per annum clear of taxes, and exclusive of fome valualuable parts thereof, of which your committee have received no particular
nuities arifing

from

it

(mod of which

all

-,

are paid

account.
*.'
In addition to this, the advances which have been made towards defeating the original intention of Mrs. Smytbe, as declared in the firft and
fecond articles, have been very great, for
'.'
1. The perfonal eftate, which was effectually fecured by the original ar-

now
The

of Mr. Smytbe.
faid Houfe and lot, which were originally fettled in truft for
2.
fuch ufes as Mrs. Smytbe mould direct by her laft will, and could not be
difpofed of in any other manner, were firft mortgaged, to be redeemed by a
fale of the Jerfey eftate, and to remain according to the original fettlement,
have fince been fold in fee, under an act of the legiflature, and the trufts
thereof entirely defeated.
" 3. The jerfey eftate of Mrs. Smytbe, which, by her own account, has
been eftimated at fix or /even thoufand pounds value, was at firft fettled in
fuch manner as that it could only be difpofed of by her laft will, and in no
After the marriage an alteration took place, by which it might
other way.
be fold to redeem mortgages on the faid houfe and lot to the amount of three
thoufand pounds, and as they have fince been fold by the authority of the legiflature, the whole of that valuable eftate may at any time be fold, and the
monies difpofed as Mrs. Smytbe fhall think proper, and contrary to the oriticles,

"

is

at the abfolute difpofal

ginal intention.

"

is now under leafe fox three hundred and
per
annum clear of taxes, and which is the
ninety-two pounds ten findings
only remaining part of Mrs. Smythe's eftate, real or perfonal, that is not
freed from the ufes declared by the firft and fecond fettlements, and which
can only be difpofed of by Mrs. Smytbe's will, fhe and her hufband have
Should they be enabled to compleat this, the
contracted for the fale of.
firft and fecond fettlements will be nearly defeated, and may be altogether fo.
As your committee can fee no neceffity for this, as they believe it to be altogether unprecedented in any court of chancery or legiflative body, and as it
would be eftablifhing a very dangerous precedent, they offer the following

4. Wilton

plantation,

which

refolution, to wit,

"

Refolved,

That Margaret Smytbe have

leave to

withdraw her

peti-

tion.

Which

faid

report

was made and read

in this

Houfe on the 27th day of

March laft, and ordered to lie on the table. And whereas a rule of this
Houfe, that all reports of committees fhall be entered at full length on the
minutes of the Houfe was in this particular inftance difpenfed with, by the
confent of the Houfe, on its being unanimoufly declared that the faid report
fhould be placed on the files, and be and remain among the papers thereof,
and the faid Margaret Smytbe thereupon had leave to withdraw her faid petiAnd whereas it is right and proper that the faid report fhould be pretion.
ferved,

[

,
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order that the fame may be efFectually dorre, it is neceffary
Therefore
that it mould be entered on the minutes of this Houfe
Refolded, That the report of a committee of this Houfe at the laft fe{-

ierved,

and

in

:

on the petition of Margaret Smythe, be entered on the minutes of this
Houfe among thofe of the prefent femon.
On motion of Mr. Robin/on, feconded by Mr. Balliot,
Ordered, That the confideration of the above motion be poftponed.
The following bills having been brought in engrolfed, were feverally compared at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to fign the
fion,

fame, viz.

ACT

to remedy the defects of an act, entituled " A Supplement to an
An
" adt, entituled " An ASl more effectually to prevent unfair practices in the
" packing of beef and pork for exportation, and to regulate the exportation of
" flax-Jeed, butter and bifcuit in kegs."
/o repeal certain parts of an act, entituled " An A<ft for inAn
" corporating the Preibyterian congregation of New-London, in the county

ACT

"

of Chejler."

An

ACT

owners and poffeffors of a certain tract of meadow
land, ftuate in the precinct of Richmond, in the townjhip of the NorthernLiberties, to keep the bank, dams, fuices and flood-gates in repair"
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.
to enable the

A. M.

September 25, 1789.

Friday

-,

The Houfe met

A

purfuant to adjournment.
petition from the Honorable Francis Hopkinfon, Efquire, Judge of the

Admiralty for

To

this ftate,

the Honorable

was

read, as follows, viz.

Representatives

the

Commonwealth of Pennfylvania,

The

PETITION

of

in

Freemen

of the

of the

General Ajjembly met,

Francis Hopkinson,

Judge of Admiralty

for the ftate of Pennfylvania,
Refpectfully Jheweth,

THAT

your petitioner's falary as Judge aforefaid hath been paid to
the paper currency of the ftate, in all ftages of its depreciation ; and as he underftands that your Honorable Houfe hath been gracioufly
pleafed to allow the Honorable the Judges of the Supreme Court to inftitute
fuits at law againft the commonwealth, for recovery of the damages they
have fuffered by depreciation in the payment of their falaries, he humbly
prays that the fame indulgence, the fame juftice, may be extended to him
alfo, and that he may ootain leave to inftitute a like fuit, for the fame equi-

him

in

table purpofe.

And

your

petitioner,

&c. &c. &c.

FRANCIS HOPKINSON.
Philadelphia,

Ordered

September 25, 1789.

to lie

on the

table.

The

'

[

The committee

of claims

*8 7
made

report,

]

which was

read,

as

follows,

VIZ.

The committee

of

claims,

on the petitions of Blackall William Ball,
Peter Pbelen and William Cliugan, report
That on confidering this fubjeft they are of opinion, that in all probability
there will be feveral applications made for relief in cafcs limilar to thole of
the prefent petitioners; it is our opinion that a general law ought to be
made to relieve fuch perfons as have loft certificates of this ftate, under proper regulations and reftricfions.
Your committee therefore beg leave to offer
refolution,
the following
viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, to give relief to fuch perfons as have bona fide loft certificates of
this ftate, fuch perfons making proof, and giving fuch lecurities, as may by

law be directed.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed March 16th laft, on the petition of William
Hafjell, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of William He/fell, fubmit the following refolution to the confideration of the Houfe, viz.
Refolved, That the petition of William Hajfell, with the feveral papers relaid

fpecfing the fame, be fpecially recommended to the confideration of the next
General Affembly.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed Augufi 31ft, on the petition of Lewis Prahl,

made

report,

which was

read, as follows, viz.

whom

The committee, to
mit the following refolution

was referred the petition of Lewis Prahl, fubHoufe, viz.
Refolved, That the petition of Lewis Prahl be fpecially recommended to
the confideration of the next Houfe.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed September 10th, on the petition of John and JoJhua Elder, and others, deputy furveyors, made report, which was read, as
to the confideration of the

follows, viz.

committee, to whom were referred the petitions of Daniel Leet, JoJljua and John Elder, and Samuel Jones, deputy furveyors of the depreciation
lands (having taken into confideration their feveral petitions) are of opinion
the above petitioners, and other furveyors in fimilar circumftances, ought to
be paid for their fervices, more efpecially as they have been obliged to lay
out confiderable fums of money in performing the aforefaid public fervice,
for which expenditures they have not been reimburfed, as the fales of the
lands (out of which they were, to have been paid) have been poftponed by the

The

authority of the ftate:

They

therefore offer the following refolution, viz.

That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to provide for
payment of the different deputy furveyors of the depreciation lands of this
ftate, out of the monies appropriated for the payment of claims on this ftate.
Refolved,

the

Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to the order of the Houfe, the committee of accounts made re-

which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee of accounts beg leave to report, that they have carefully
examined the accounts, of Robert Smith, George Schlojfer, and the late Rowport,

land Evans, Truftees of the loan-office, refpe&ing the fifty thoufand pounds
emitted
4

D
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emitted on loan agreeably to act of General AfTembly, patted April 4th,
1785, and find
That fince the laft fettlement by the committee of accounts, on the 29th
February, 1788, the Truftees have received of the feveral mortgagees in the
general loan-office, on or before the 31ft of Augujl, 1789, on account of
principal received on lixty-five mortgages, and for the quotas due on fix hundred and thirty-five, refidue unpaid,
11,526 7 11, which fum has been
paid to David Rittenboufe, Efquire, State Treafurer.
That there is a balance of principal due on fix hundred and thirty-one
mortgages, £ 35,838 11 11.
That the faid Truftees have received, on account of intereft arifing from
the mortgages, and fince the laft fettlement on the 29th of February, 1788,
to the 31ft of Augujl, 1789, the fum of
£ 3>49^ 9 4 I_2

£

Out of which fum they have

on account of the
including the falaries due
paid,

expences of the loan-office,
to the Truftees and Clerks, until the firft inftant,
And that they have paid the balance of the intereft
to

David

-

Rittenboufe,

£

-

r

>

33

The

"

on the

entituled

bill,

annually,

to lie

for

&

5

I-2

2,464 12 11

£3,498
Ordered

l

9

4 1-2

table.

" An A6i

fum of fa & thoufand pounds
was read the fecond time, and

to appropriate the

the purpofes therein mentioned,"

confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith published for confideration.

The
" Act

" An A£l further to continue an aft, entituled " An
fufpend the fale of lands for non-payment of taxes, and for other

bill,

to

entituled

purpofes therein mentioned," was read the fecond time, and confidered
by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publiftied for confideration.
On motion,
Ordered, That Mr. M'Dowell have leave of abfence.
The bill, entituled " An A5l for dividing the county of Chefter, and to
" erect part thereof into a feparate county," was read the third time:
And on the queftion, " Will the Houje confider the fame by para" graphs V
It was moved by Mr. Moore, feconded by Mr. Thomas,
'<

—

—

To

poftpone the confideration thereof.
the queftion,
" Will the Houfe agree to the pojlponement ?"
the Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. Moore and Mr. Thomas, and were as

—

And on

—

follow, viz.

YEAS.
1

2

YEAS.

Gerardus Wynkoop,

5

fames Moore,

John Chapman,

6

Mark

3 Samuel Foulke,
4 Richard Thomas,

Wilcox,

7 John M'Dowell,
8

Caleb James,

YEAS.

9
8
1

6121
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YEA

YEAS.

S.

9 Richard Downing, jun.
io Jacob Erb,
Michael Schmyfer,
1
1
Jofeph Read,

13

3

17 Jacob Say lor,
19 James Barr,
20 William Todd,

David Mitchell,

21 Peter Richards,
22 Jonathan Roberts,
2 3 ^dWz Or/£.

14 Thomas Beale,
15 Jofeph Heijler,
16 Peter Tr ex ler, jun.

NAYS.

NAYS,

Jacob Hiltzheimer,

1

1

Pf zVr

£tf/ir,

2 Lawrence Sickle,
3 William Lewis,

Conrad
1
20 Stephen

4 William M'Pherfon,

21 y<?/6« Pz^tr,
22 John Irwin,

5

j^tf

Salter,

6 George Logan,
7 William Robin/on, jun.

Ihrie, jun.
Balliot,

23 James Allifon,

24 j^zz Nevil,

James Cunningham,
9 Henry Dering,
jo Thomas Clingan,
1
Henry Tyfon,
12 Thomas Kennedy,
8

25 Alexander Wright,

26

y<?/6« Gilchreefi,

27 James M'Lene,
28 James Johnfon,
29 Jacob Reiff,
30 Jacob Miley,

1
3 Jonathan Hoge,
14 Gabriel Heijler,

3

15 Jofeph Sands,
1
Darnel Brodhead,

y<j<6tf

Car/on,

32 Obadiah Gore,
33 i^^/6 Davifon.

17 j^zz Ludwig,

So

it

And

was carried

in

the negative.

having been thereupon fully confidered by paragraphs,
That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into

the

bill

Ordered,

a

law.

Adjourned

until nine o'clock

to-morrow, A.

Saturday, September 26,
The Houfe met

A

M.

1789.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from j^/z Pz/rZ' was read, remonftrating againft the bill, en"
tituled
An ASl for vefing in James Rumley, Ej quire, the exclufive right
and privilege of making, ufmg and vending divers engines, machines and de" vices, by him invented or improved, for a term of years therein mentioned,"
and praying the fame may not be enacted into a law.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled " An Att for dividing the county of Chefter, and to
" erecJ a part thereof into afeparate county," having been brought in engroffed, was compared at the table, enacted into a law, and the Speaker directed
petition

'

'

to li?n the fame.

On

motion of Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Moore,

Ordered,
wills and

That Monday next be

afiigned for the election of a Regifter of

Recorder of deeds for the county of Delaware, and that

order for that day.

it

be the
A pe-

C
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A petition from divers inhabitants of the county of Delaware was read,
praying that in the appointment of officers for faid county this Houfe may
make choice of the inhabitants thereof.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from Hugh Dehaven, Miles M-Carty, EliJ/ja Price and "John Horn
were read, feverally praying to be appointed Regifter for the probate of wills,
&c. and Recorder of deeds, for the county of Delaware.
Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

A

Supplement to an Act, entituled " An Act for
railing, by way of lottery, the fum of Eight Thoufand Dollars, for defray" ing the expence of erecting a Common-Hall in the city of Philadelphia,
" and Two Thoufand Dollars for the ufe of Dickinfon College, in the bo" rough of Carhfe," was read the third time, and confidered by para-

The

"

entituled

bill,

"

graphs.
Ordered,
law.

That

it

be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enadled into

a

"

An Act for the relief of Robert Rofs and Francis
" White," was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engrofled, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
The

bill,

entituled

law.

The bill, entituled " An Ac! further to continue an a5l, entituled " An
" Act to fufpend the fale of lands for non-payment of taxes, and for other
" purpofes therein mentioned," was read the third time, and confidered by
paragraphs.
Ordered,

That

it

be engroffed,

for the purpofe of being enacted into a

law.

The
" of

bill,

entituled

" An Acl empowering Mary Pine

to

difpofe,

by

way

of a certain lot and the buildings thereon ereSled, together with a
" collection of paintings and prints, lately the property of her deceafed hujband,
" Robert Edge Pine," was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
law.
lottery,

An AB for vejling in James Rumfey, Efquire, the
and privilege of making, ujing and vending divers engines, machines and devices, by him invented or improved, for a term of years therein
mentioned" was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.

The
"
*

'

'*

bill,

entituled "

exclufve right

Ordered,

That

it

be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

law.

The

bill,

entituled

" An Aft

relating to

drawbacks and difcoants," was

read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

law.

The

bill,

entituled

"

An

third time, and conlidered

Ordered,
law.

The
*'

Act

bill,

it

infpeftion

of Jhingles," was read the

be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

entituled

" An

AB further

to fufpend the fale of lands for

" purpofes
pared

That

Aft for the
by paragraphs.

to

continue an ac7, entituled

non-payment of

taxes,

" An

and for other

therein mentioned," having been brought in engroffed,

was com-

at the table.

And

[
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And on the queftion,— " Shall the fame be enatted into a law f"
and Nays were called by Mr. M'Lene and Mr. Lewis, and were
viz.

YEAS.

—the Yeas
as

follow,

29

[

1

j

Eodem Die,
The Houfe met
Petitions

P.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from William Richard/on

Atlee, "Jonathan Smith,

and James Withy,

were read, feverally praying to be appointed Regifter for the probate of wills,
&c. and Recorder of deeds, for the county of Delaware.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled " An Ac~l to appropriate the fum of five thoufand pounds
" annually, for the purpofes therein mentioned," was read the third time, and
confidered by paragraphs.

Ordered,

That

Adjourned

it

be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enafted into a law.

until ten o'clock

on Monday next, A.

M.

Monday, September 28, 1789.
The Houfe met
Petitions
read,

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from Jacob

feverally praying

Weitzell,
to

John Jarman and Robert John/Ion, were

be appointed Regifter for the probate

of wills

and Recorder of deeds for the county of Delaware.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from the CommifTioners and Treafurer of Huntingdon county
was read, fetting forth, that for fevecal years before the divifion of the
county of Bedford confiderable fums of money were affeffed upon the inhabitants thereof, for county rates and levies, as well as large fums of money
paid into the county treafury on account of ftrayed horfes, and praying an
adt may be pafled, enabling the CommifTioners of Huntingdon county to
fettle with and receive their proportion of the balance remaining in the
hands of the Treafurer of Bedford county, collected as aforefaid.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed Augufl 27th, on the petition of Bartholomew
Van Heer, made report, which was read j and on motion, and by fpecial
order, the fame was read the fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.
Your committee on the memorial of Bartholomew Van Heer, late a Captain in the regiment of artillery raifed by this ftate, praying for a part of
the donation lands fet apart for the officers and foldiers of the late Jine of
this commonwealth, deem it reafonable and juft to grant him the prayer of
his memorial and petition, and therefore beg leave to offer the following refolution, viz.

That the memorial and petition of Bartholomew Van Heer be
recommended to the fucceeding Houfe of Affembly.

Refolved,
fpecially

The committee
Efquire,

made

The committee,
ferred,

appointed September

report,
to

which was

whom

ift,

on the petition of William Lyon,

read, as follows, viz.

the petition of William Lyon, Efquire, was re-

report

it
appears to them that the houfe in which the faid William Lyon,
Efquire, dwelt, and kept his offices as Regifter, Recorder and Prothonotary
for the county of Cumberland, caught fire in the night time, and was entirely

That

con fumed

E

195

J

confumed, together with the moft of his furniture and cloathing of the family.
That during the continuance of the flames the petitioner employed himfclf
folely in preferving the papers and records belonging to his orhces, thereby
neglecting and abandoning to deftruction his own perional property, the moil
of which he could probably have preferved by conducting himfelf in a more
felfiih manner.
Your committee are of opinion the exertions of individuals for the general benefit fhould not operate to their private injury, and therefore recom-

mend

the following refolutions:

That

the opinion of this Houfe, an act fhould pafs to exonerate William Lyon, Eiquire, from the payment of the tax upon writs for
the four laft terms of the Court of Common Pleas for Cumberland county,
and to exempt from taxation for the four next terms all writs ifluing trom
Refolved,

the

Common

liam

Lyon

in

Pleas of Cumberland county aforefaid, provided the faid Willong continue Prothonotary of the faid court.

(hall fo

That

papers relating to the application of William Lyon,
to this Houfe, be fpecially recommended to the attention of the

Refclved,

Efquire,

all

next General Affembly.
Refohed, That in the opinion of this Houfe, the faid William Lyon (hall
not be called upon for any money due or which may become due to this

commonwealth,

as a tax on writs, until the end of the next feflion of the
fucceeding General Affembly.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe proceeded to the election of
a Regifter for the probate of wills and granting letters of adminiftration, and
Recorder of deeds, in and for the county of Delaware, and the ballots being
taken, it appeared that William Richardfon Atlee, Efq; was duly elected.

" An Act to cede to and vejl in the United States the
Cape Henlopen, and all the beacons, buoys and public piers,
*' together with the lands and tenements thereunto belonging, and together with
" the jurifdiction of the fame," was read the third time, and confidered by

The

"

bill,

entituled

light-houfe at

paragraphs.
Ordered,

The

bill,

That

be engrofled, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.
entituled " An Act to eftablijh and confirm the boundary line beit

"

tween this ft'ate and the Jlate of New- York," was read the third time,
and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engrofled, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.
On motion,
Refolved, That one hundred copies of the act, entituled " An Act further
" to continue an act, entituled '* An Act to fulpend the fale of lands for non" payment of taxes, and for other purpofes therein mentioned," be printed,
in order to be diftributed for the information of the citizens of this ftate.
The bill, entituled " An Act concerning eleBion diflricts within the counties
" of Bedford and Mifflin," was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.

be engrofled, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.
The bill, entituled " An Act empowering Mary Pine to difpofe of, by way
" of lottery, a certain lot and the buildings'thereon erected, together with a col" 'lection of paintings and prints, lately the property of her deceafed hujband,
«« Robert Edge Pine," having been brought in engrofled, was compared at
the table, enacted into a law, and the Speaker directed to fign the fame.
Ordered,

That

it

The

[
The
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petition of Francis Hopkinfon, Efquire, read September 25th,

was read

the fecond time.

A

motion was made by Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Schmyfer, That the
withdraw his petition.
the Yeas and
queftion,
"
Will the Honfe agree to the fame ?"
On the
Nays were called by Mr. Lewis and Mr. Robin/on, and were as follow, viz.

petitioner have leave to

—

YEAS.

—

2 95
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Refolved,

]

That the Speaker be authorifed

to

draw an order on the

Treafurer, in favor of the laid Jofepfj Lyon, for the
ten Jhillings, in full of his account.

fum

State

of /even pounds and

The committee

appointed Auguji 26th, on that part of the meffage of
Council refpeding the infpedion of pot and pearl afb.es, made report, which
was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.
The committee appointed to take into confideration that part of the meffage of the Supreme Executive Council, recommending the eftablifbment of
an infpedion on pot and pearl afhes, report
That from prefent appearances pot and pearl allies will probably hereafter
form a considerable branch of export from this ftate, and will therefore require the eftablifhment of an infpedion to fix a ftandard of quality, which
may be known abroad, and to prevent deceptions in the fale thereof. The

committee therefore fubmit

That

a refolution, viz.

be recommended to the next General AfTembly, to take
their
confideration
the propriety of paffing an ad to regulate the export
into
of pot and pearl afhes from this ftate.
The report on the petition of Lewis Phral, read September 25th, was read
Whereupon
the fecond time
Refolved, That the petition of Lewis Phral be fpecially recommended to
the confideration of the next Houfe of Aflembly.
The report on the petition of William Hajfell, read September 25th, was
Whereupon
read the fecond time
Refolved, That the petition of William Hajfell, with the feveral papers refpeding the fame, be fpecially recommended to the confideration of the
next General AfTembly.
The Houfe refumed the confideration of the bill, entituled " An ASl to
" enable the land-officers to ijfue re-locating warrants in the cafes therein deRe/dived,

it

:

:

"

fcribed ;" and after fome debate,

was, on motion of Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Wright,
Ordered, That it be fpecially recommended to the early attention of the
fucceeding General AfTembly.
It

following bills having been brought in engrafted, were feverally compared at the table, enaded into laws, and the Speaker direded to fign the
fame, viz.

The

An

ACT

in

favor of John Houfton.

A SUPPLEMENT

to the

feveral laws of this commonwealth refpeSi-

ing attachments.

An

ACT for

An

ACT

James Rumfey, Efq; the exclufive right and privending
divers engines, machines and devices, by him invilege of making and
vented or improved, for a term of years therein mentioned.
vejiing in

to appropriate the

fum

of five thoufand pounds annually, for the

purpofes therein mentioned.

ACT

authorife the Supreme Executive Council to draw on the State
Treafurer for an additional fum of money, for defraying the expence of pur chafing of the Indians lands on Lake Erie.

An

to

Adjourned until half paft nine o'clock to-morrow, A.
4

F

M.
Tuefday,

[
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fuefdayi September 29,

•

1789.

A. M.

The Houfe met
The committee

purfuant to adjournment.
appointed Auguft 26th, on that part of the meffage of
Council relpedting the repairs of Mud-IJland, made report, which was read ;
and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time,

and adopted, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred that part of the meffage of his
Excellency the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council, which relates to
the repairs of Mud-IJland, in the river Delaware, with inftruclions to confer with the Supreme Executive Council thereon, report
That having carefully attended to the bufinefs referred to them, and conferred with a committee of Council thereon, they find that Mud-IJland, in
the river Delaware, confifts of about thirty acres of valuable embanked
meadow, with a dwelling-houfe, and alfo a flrong fort in a defenfible fituation, affording great fecurity to this commonwealth, erected thereon ; that
the banks of the faid meadow being in a decayed ftate, the Prefident and
Council have, in order to prevent their going to ruin, expended four hundred and ninety-fix pounds eight JIAllings and three-pence, by draughts on the
treafury, towards the repairs thereof, without any exprefs appropriation having been made by law for that purpofe ; that a iurvey having been made,
and an eftimate taken, it appears that the further fum of fve hundred pounds
is required to compleat the faid repairs in a thorough and permanent manner, and that by expending a fmall part thereof at prefent, further damage
by inundations may be prevented, until the finances of this commonwealth
will better admit of compleating the faid repairs in manner aforefaid ; and
as the prefervation of the faid iiland and fort appears to be a very deiirable
objecf, your committee fubmit the following refolutions to the confideration

of the Houfe,

to wit.

That

Rejolved,

it

be recommended to the Supreme Executive Council to

caufe fuch repairs to be made at Mud- I/land, and in the banks thereof, as
mall be deemed neceffary to prevent further damage therein by inundations
or otherwife, until further provifion mail be made for the thorough and effectual repairs thereof, and to draw for the amount of fuch repairs on the
treafury of this ftate, out of any of the monies

which

are not fpecially ap-

propriated to other purpofes.
Rejolved, That it be fpecially recommended to the next General Affembly,
to provide by law for the indemnification of the Prefident and Supreme
Executive Council in the repairs which they have caufed to be made at Mud-

and in the expending of monies therein, and alfo in fuch repairs and
expenditures as they fhall caufe to be made in purfuance of the foregoing

I/land,

resolution.

The

bill,

entituled

" An Ait for founding and endowing a public fchool

in

town and county of Huntingdon," was read the third time.
And on the queftion, " Shall the fame be confuiered by paragraphs ?" the
Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. Lewis and Mr. M'Lene, and were as folie

the

—

—

low, viz.

YEAS.
Jacob Hiltzheimer,
2 William Lewis,
1

YEAS.
3

4

William RobinJ'on, .jun.
John C ha/ man,

YEAS,

2
1

8
653

.

[
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YEAS.
5

6
7
8

9

YEAS,

Richard Thomas,
James Moore,
Henry Dering,
Michael Schmyfer,
Thomas Kennedy,

1

1

io Jofeph Heijier,
Daniel Brodhead,
1
1 2 Conrad Ihrie, j u n

19

iiZag-^

Davifon*

NAYS.

1

Gerardus Wynkoop,

14 j^/z Ludwig,

2

Mzr^

15 P*/?r Trexler, jun.
1
Pef er E# &r,
17 Jacob Say lor,

Wilcox,

3 Ctf/W "James,

4 Richard Downing,

jun.

5 Alexander Lowrey;
6 jfytt^ £r^,
8

7^/6 P*W,

9

David

,

2.1

John

Gilchreejl,

24 jfo^ Pv«$^
25 P^r Richards,
26 Jonathan Roberts.

Gabriel Heijier,
13 Jofeph Sands,

1

was

5^«

22 James M'Lene,
23 James John/on,

Mitchell,

io Thomas Beale,
1
Jonathan Hoge,

it

1

P^<?r,
William
Todd,
19
20 Alexander Wright,

7 Henry Tyfon,

The

yo/6« Irwin,

16 y<5/6/z Nevil,
17 yo/6« Car/on,
18 Obadiah Gore^

NAYS.

So

Stephen Balliot,

14 James Barr,

1
'

]

carried in the negative.

"

^^

^;z
/<j
regulate fences, and to afcertain a mode
of proceeding with trefpafing cattle," was read the third time.
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe confider the fame by paragraphs?'
It was, on motion of Mr. M'Lene, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,
Ordered, That it be fpecially recommended to the coniideration of the
fucceeding General ^Affembly.
The report on the petition of William Lyon, Efquire, read yeflerday, was
Whereupon
read the fecond time
Refolved, That in the opinion of this Houfe an ac~t fhould pafs to exonerate
William Lyon, Efquire, from the payment of the tax upon writs for the four
laft terms of the court of Common Pleas for Cumberland county, and to exempt from taxation for the four next terms all writs iffuing from the Common Pleas of Cumberland county aforefaid ; provided the faid William Lyon
fhall fo long continue Prothonotary of the faid county.
Refohed, That all papers relating to the application of William Lyon, Efq;
to this Houfe, be fpecially recommended to the attention of the next Genebill,

*'

entituled

—

—

:

ral

Affembly.

A

motion was then made by Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. M'Lene, in
the words following, viz.
Refohed, That in the opinion of this Houfe the faid William Lyon fhall
not be called upon for any money due, or which may become due to this
commonwealth, as a tax on writs, until the end of the next fitting of the
fucceeding General Affembly.
on the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the fame ?"

tAnd
and Nays
viz.

—

— the Yeas

were called by Mr. Lewis and Mr. Robin/on, and were

as follow,

YEAS.

C

YEAS.

*9«

]

—

31

61

[

On

*99

"J

motion,

That Mr. Orth have leave of abfence.
entituled " An AB relating to drawbacks and dfcounts," having been brought in engrofled, was compared at the table.
And on the queftion, " Shall the fame be enafted into a law f" the
Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. Lewis and Mr. Robinjbn, and were as
Ordered,

The

bill,

—

follow, viz.

YEA

YEAS.
1

Jacob Hiltzheimer,

14 Jacob Say lor,
5 John Piper,
1
John White,
17 James Barr,

2 Lawrence Sickle,
3 William Lewis,

4 John

1

Salter,

5 William Robinjbn, jun«
6 Henry Tiering,
7 Jonathan Hoge,
8 Gabriel Heifer,
epb

18

jfa/6« Irwin,
19 William Todd,

20

y

0/6/2

Nevil,

21 P^zVr Richards,

22
23

Sands,

9 J°f
o Daniel Brodhead,
I I Peter Ealer,
12 Conrad Ihrie, jun„
Stephen Balliot,
1
I

./&/#/»

j^,6;z

Or/ ,6,
Car/on,

24 Obadiah Gore,
25 .Hag/6 Davifon.

NAYS.

NAYS.
3 Henry Tyfon,
14 David Mitchell,
Thomas Kennedy,
16 Thomas Beale,
17 John Ludwig,

George Logan,
2 Gerardus Wynkoop,

J

i

3

S,

John Chapman,

4

Samuel Foulke,
5 Richard Thomas,
6 James Moore,

18 Peter Trexler, jun,
J
9 Alexander Wright,

7 Mark Wilcox,

20 j^zz Gilchreejl,
2
James M'Lene,
22 Jacob Reiff,
23 Jonathan Roberts.

Caleb James,
Downing, jun
Richard
9
10 James Cunningham,
1
Jacob Erb,
12 Michael Schmyfer,
8

So it was determined in the affirmative, and the Speaker directed to fign
the fame.
following bills having been brought in engroffed, were feverally compared at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to fign the
'
_ .."
fame, viz.
dijlrejjed and
Society
the
relief
the
formed
incorporating
of
for
for
An

The

,

_

ACT

,

.

.

;

decayed Pilots, their widows and children.
for the infpeBion of Jhingles.
An
to provide for the payment of the demands of Jofeph Perkins,
An

ACT
ACT
Abraham Morrow and John Nicholfon, upon this commonwealth.
Sheriffs and Coroners.
An ACT relating
"
to

A SUPPLEMENT

An Act for railing, by way
to an AB, entituled
for defraying the expence
Dollars,
Thoufand
Eight
of lottery, the fum of
and Two Thoufand
Philadelphia,
of erecting a Common-Hall in the city of
Dollars for the ufe of Dickinfon College, in the borough of Carlife,
4

G

An

L

ACT

An

300

3

relating to feveral eleftion difirifts in the counties of Bedford

and

Mifflin.

An A C T to cede to and vejl in the United States
Hen lopen, and all the beacons, buoys and public piers

the Ught-houfe at
,

Cape-

together with the lands

and tenements thereunto belonging, and together with the jurijdiftion of the fame.
An
for the relief of Robert Rofs and Francis White.
An
for incorporating the German Lutheran congregation worfipping

ACT
ACT
at the church called St. Peter's, in Pikeland townjliip,
and confrm the boundary
An ACT to
the fate of New- York.
in
An ACT for regulating certain

in the county

ejlablijh

line

election

difirifts

moreland and Allegheny.
Adjourned until nine o'clock to-morrow, A.

of Chefter.

between this fate and
the counties of

Weft-

M.

Wednefday y September 30, 1789.

A. M.

The Houfe met

A

purfuant to adjournment.
from his Excellency the Prefident of this

letter

ftate

was prefented

to

the chair, and read, as follows, viz.

In

COUNCIL,

Philadelphia, September ^oth,

1789.

SIR,
DO

myfelf the honor of tranfmitting to you, for the information of the
General AfTembly, the acts of Congrefs under mentioned, viz.
An A£l for allowing compenfation to the members of the Senate and Houfe of
Reprefentatives of the United States, and to the officers of both Houfes.
An Aft for the temporary ejlablijhment of the P oft -Office.
An Aft for allowing certain compenfation to the Judges of the Supreme and
other Courts, and to the Attorney-General of the United States.
An Aft for ejlablijhing the falaries of the Executive Officers of government,
with their Affifiants and Clerks.
An Aft to provide for the fafe keeping of the afts, records, and feal of the
United States, and for other purpofes.
An Aft to fufpend part of an aft, entituled " An Act to regulate the col" lection of the duties impofed by law on the tonnage of (hips or veffels,
«« and on goods, wares
and merchandizes imported into the United States,
" and for other purpofes."
An Aft for allowing a compenfation to the Prefident and Vice-Prefident of
the United States.
Refolution, making it the duty of the Secretary of State to procure, from
time to time, fuch of the Jlatutes of the feveral Jtates as may not be in his office ; and
Refolution to provide for the fafe keeping of fuch prifoners as may be com"
mltted, under the authority of the United States, to the gaols of the feveral
I have the honor to be, S I R,
fates.

I

A
A

With great re/peft,
Tour mojl obedient and

„

,j

,,

Speaker

Honorable the c
of the General Ajfembly.

And

THOMAS MIFFLIN.

the enclofed papers were alfo read.'
to lie on the table.

Ordered

moft humble fervant,

Remon-

-

L
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Remonftrances and petitions from a number of the inhabitants of York
county were read, remonftrating againft the aft, entituled " An Ac! to re" peal Jo much of an a5l of General Ajjer.ibty of this commonwealth, as pro

"
'*'

dramatic entertainments within the
hourhood thereof," and praying the fame
hibits

city

of Philadelphia, and the neighbe repealed.

may

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed September 2d, on the memorial of the Mayor,
Aldermen and Citizens of Philadelphia, made report, which was read, as
follows, viz.

The committee, to whom was referred the memorial from the Mayor,
Aldermen and Citizens of Philadelphia, report
That having deliberately confidered the act, entituled ". An Ac~l to incor"

porate the city of Philadelphia," they are not able to find any of thofe difconftrudtion thereof, which are fuggefted in the memorial,
but, on the contrary, think that nothing is wanting to come at the true interpretation of thofe fedtions, whofe meaning is faid to be ambiguous, but
ficulties in the

On the city being incorporated, on the plan and
principles contained in the act for that purpofe made, it became neceflary to
a candid perufal of them.

take away all the powers of the City Wardens and Street Commiffioners, to
provide that no fuch officers fhould be chofen in future, and to veft the right
of executing the acls which had given thofe powers in a different body.
For
purpofes
thefe
the 34th fedtion of the adt was introduced, the evident meaning whereof is to effedt the faid purpofes, and not to repeal any other parts
of the adts referred to in the laid fedtion, than fuch as authorized the electing or choofing of City Wardens and Street Commiffioners, or as vefted any
powers in them to execute the faid acts, or any part thereof. This appears,
not only from the wording of the faid fedtion, but is manifeft from what
follows in the 35th and 36th fedtions, which direct that the fame ads, and
the fame powers, (hall be executed by different perfons.
Equally free from ambiguity does the meaning of the 36th fedtion appear

your committee to be.
The Juftices of the Peace were by feveral adts of Aflembly authorized to
do and perform a variety of matters in conjunction with the City Wardens
and Street Commiffioners refpedtively ; but as the adt for incorporating the
city took from the City Wardens and Street Commiffioners all their powers,
and provided that no fuch officers fhould be chofen in future, it was neceflary to make provifion for thofe matters being done by fome other body,
without their aid, and this was effected, by enabling the Mayor or Recorder
and four of the Aldermen to do, or caufe to be done, all fuch matters and
things, as the City Wardens or Street Commiffioners had been authorized to
do in conjunction with any Juftice or Juftices of the Peace for the city and
county of Philadelphia, or of either of them. Thofe matters and things are
fo clearly and accurately defined in the feveral acts of Aflembly refpedting
them, as to afcertain with precifion how far the powers given by the faid 36th
and
fedtion to the Mayor or Recorder and four of the Aldermen extend,
fay
any
thing refpedting
therefore your committee deem it unnecelfary to
to

them.
fedtion of the faid act for incorporating the faid city extends to
executive, and not to deliberative duties, and is evidently intended to prevent
falaries being fettled on, or conftant pay being allowed to any officers to be

The 35th

appointed in the place and ftead of the faid Wardens or Commiffioners, to do
and

:

[
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and perform fuch matters and things as the faid Wardens or Street Commifwere direded to execute, after they had refpedively determined, in
conjunction with the Juftices, that fuch matters and things mould be done.
Hence it is, that the faid ad direds that a fufficient number of Aldermen and
Common Councilmen mould be elected and kept up, to perform and execute
(without the expence of fixed officers on conftant pay) fuch things, unlefs
on fome fpecial occaiions, when it might be inconvenient, as lhould be diThis appears, not only
rected to be done in purfuance of the 36th fedion.
with
the
faid
three
lections
each
other,
but more clearly
companion
of
from a
"
from the words,
in Common Council afTembled," being purpofely omitted
in the 35th fedion, which is not the cafe in any part of the act which gives
a power to any «« Common Council afTembled" to do any matter or thing
iloners

whatever.
Nor does it appear to your committee that any thing contained in the proThe Mayor,
vifo of the 36th fection is at all oppofed to this conft ruction.
or Recorder, Aldermen and Common Council-men, in Common Council
afTembled, are, by the faid incorporating act, authorized to make and ordain
fuch laws, ordinances, regulations and conftitutions (provided the fame foall
not be repugnant to the laws and co?ijlitution of this commonwealth ) as fhall be
necefTary and convenient for the government and welfare of the faid city;
and as the feveral matters in the faid fedions mentioned might require byelaws (fubjed to the reftridion aforefaid) to be made, for the better regulation thereof, the faid provifo was properly inferted, and the words of it are
fully anfwered, without being extended fo far as to oppofe any exifting laws.
A more exteniive meaning, if given to the faid provifo, will not only be
againfl the exprefs diredion of other parts of the faid ad, which in a
clear and unambiguous manner gives to the Mayor, or Recorder, and four
of the Aldermen, certain powers and authorities, entirely inconfiftent with
fuch a conftrudion, but, if admitted, it will be giving to the Mayor, or
Recorder, Aldermen and Common Council- men, in Common Council affembled, a power, by their ordinances, to repeal or alter, in a variety of
inftances, the exifting laws of the land ; and as this would be diredly contrary to the 16th fedion of the faid incorporating ad, as well as dangerous
in itfelf and entrenching upon the rights of the legiflature, fuch a conftruction muft be altogether inadmiihble.
Your committee therefore offer the following refolution, to wit.
Refolved, That the Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of Philadelphia have
leave to withdraw their memorial.
And on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time

Whereupon
That the Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of Philadelphia have
withdraw their memorial.
The committee of accounts made report, which was read; and on motion,
and by fpecial order, the fame was read the iecond time, and adopted, as
Refolved,

leave to

follows, viz.

The committee

of accounts report
That there is due to the following perfons, for printing, &c.
To Eleazer O/wald, fifty pounds feventeen Jhillings and two pence, for printing, and for the Independent Gazetter.
To Thomas Bradford, for publishing and printing the laws, &c. from the
firft day of April, 1789, to the twenty-third day of September inftant, two
To
hundred and fifteen pounds feventeen Jliillings.

[
To

Michael Biilmeyer, for printing the minutes of the fecond feflion in
one hundred and thirty -fix pounds ten jhillings.
To Hall and Sellers, for printing the minutes of this Houfe, one hundred
pounds, on account.
To Peter Z. Lloyd, for a balance due to him on account of fundry contingent expences for the legiflature, ten pounds thirteen Jhillings and one
the

German language,

penny.

To Melchior Sterner, /even pounds eleven Jhillings and ten pence.
Therefore, Refolved, That the Speaker draw orders on the State Treafurer,

In favor of Eleazer Ofwald, for the
in full of his account.
In favor of Thomas Bradford, for the

fum of Jifty pounds feventeen

finllings

and two pence,

fum of two hundred and fifteen pounds

feventeen JJjillings.
In favor of Michael Biilmeyer, for the

fum of one hundred and thirty-fix
founds ten Jhillings.
In favor of Melchior Steiner, for feven pounds eleven Jhillings and ten pence.
In favor of Hall and Sellers, for the fum of one hundred pounds.
In favor of Peter Z. Lloyd, for the fum of ten pounds thirteen Jhillings and
one penny.
motion was made by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Balliot, and adopted,

A

as follows, viz.

Whereas the

bufinefs of this

Houfe

will require the clofe attention of the

Clerk and Affiftant Clerk, in perfecting the minutes and infpe&ing the
until the meeting of the next General Affembly, and the conftitu-

preffes,

lion provides, that every perfon

called into public fervice has a right to a

Teafonable compenfation : Therefore
Refolved, That the Speaker be authorifed to draw orders on the Treafurer
of this ftate, in favor of Peter Z. Lloyd and Jacob Shallus, for the fum of
fixty-nine pounds, refpedtively, in full of their pay during the prefent feffion,
as well as their extra fervices aforefaid.

On

motion,

That the Speaker be authorifed to draw orders on the Treafurer
ftate, in favor of fames Martin, Sergeant-at-Arms, and Jofeph Fry,

Refolved,

of this
Door-keeper, refpedtively, for the fum of fifteen pounds each, for their extra
fervices.

On

motion,

That the Speaker draw an order on the Treafurer of this ftate,
Peter
Z. Lloyd, Clerk of this Houfe, for the fum of one hundred
favor
of
in
pounds, to defray contingent expences, for which he fliall account with the
committee of accounts to be nominated by the next Houfe.
Refolved,

following bills having been brought in engroffed, were feverally compared at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to fign the
fame, viz.
to an ac7, entituled " An A<ft for the appointment
* of a Regifter-General, for the purpofe of regiftering the accounts of this

The

^SUPPLEMENT
^«

ACT for incorporating the German Lutheran congregation worjlnpping

at the church called Zion, in Pikeland townfnp, in the county of Chefter.
The committee appointed to affix the feal to the laws reported, that they

had

affixed the feal to the following laws, viz.

4

H
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An
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An A C T

I.

owners and

to enable the

]

pqffejfors

of a certain traB of marjh

and meadow land

therein defcribed, fituate in the county of Chefter, to keep the
banks, dams, Jluices and floodgates in repair, and to raife a fund to defray the

expence thereof.

ACT

An

II.
Sefiions

alter the times

ft

of holding the Courts of General Quarter
in the feveral counties within this com-

and Gaol Delivery

of the Peace

monwealth.

An A C T
An ACT

III.

IV.

from the fifth,
and to enable

to divide the county

ing town/hips, to hold their general

V.

ACT

An

of Luzerne into

election diftriBs.

Newberry townjhip, in the county of York,
and annexing the fame to the firfi eleBion diflriB of that county,
the freemen of Manahan, Warrington, Huntingdon and Readfor feparating

to

elections at the houfe

grant and fecure

to

Robert

of William Butt.
for a limited time, the

Leflie,

of conflruBing, making and felling, within
this commonwealth, the improvements by him lately invented on clocks and watches.
VI. An A C T to ercB Wyoming town/hip, and that part of Catawifikj

fole

and

exclufive right

and

and Mahoning town/hips

benefit

herein after defcribed, in the county of

Northumber-

land, into a feparate elecJion diflriB.

tain

ACT

An

George Frey, of Middletown, in the county of
fupport a mill-dam acrofs Sweetara creek, and to oblige him to maina free navigation for boats and other craft along his mill-race, into his mill-

VII.

Dauphin,
dam.
VIII.

ACT for

An

the relief of

of Northampton,

in the county

IX.

to authorife

to

James Pettigrew, an

infolvent debtor

confined in the gaol of faid county.
to the aB, entituled " An Adl to pre-

A further SUPPLEMENT

"

vent the exportation of bread and flour not merchantable, and for repealing at a certain time all the laws heretofore made for that purpofe.
X. An
to cede to the United States the right to exerci/e exclufive legiflation over fuch diflriB as may become the feat of government thereof, within

"

AC T

this

commonwealth.

XL An

ACT
ACT
ACT

for annexing part of the county of Washington to the counof Allegheny.
XII. An
for ereBing certain parts of Cumberland and Northumberland counties into a feparate county.
XIII. An
/« divide the county of Berks into eleBion diftriBs.

ty

XIV. An

ACT for

ereBing the town of Eafton, in the county of Northampton, into a borough, and for other purpofes therein mentioned.
to grant to the corporation of the Minijier, Trufees, Elder:
XV. An
and Deacons of the German Reformed Congregation in the city of Philadelphia..
in the Jlate o/'Pennfylvania, certain lands therein mentioned, for endowing a fret

ACT

of the poor of the faid congregation.
ft remedy the defeBs of an aB, entituled " A Supplement
** An
'* to an adl, entituled
more efif'eBually to prevent unfair praB ices is
" the packing of beef and pork for exportation, and to regulate the exportation

fchool,

for the

XVI. An

ufe

ACT

AB

" of fax-feed, butter and bifcuit in kegs."
XVII. An
to repeal certain parts of an aB, entituled " An AcT
" for incorporating the Prefbyterian congregation of New-London, in the
" county of Chefter"
XVIII. An
to enable the owners and poffefjors of a certain traB of
meadow land, fituate in the precinB of Richmond, in the townjhip of the North-

ACT

ACT

ern-Liberties, to keep the bank, dams, flukes and flood-gates in repair."

.

XIX. An

305
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ACT for dividing the county Chefter, and to creel part thereACT further continue an aft, entituled " An Ad to fufpend

XIX. An
of

]
o/'

into a feparate county.

XX. An

to

"

the fale of lands for

*'

in

non-payment

of taxes, and for other purpofes there-

mentioned."

XXI. An

ACT

empowering Mary Pine to difpofe of by way of lottery, a
the buildings thereon erected, together with a collection
of paintings and prints, lately the property of her deceafed hujband, Robert Edge Fine.
certain lot

and

XXII. An
XXIII. A

ACT

"

in

favor of John Houfton.
to the feveral laws of this commonwealth

SUPPLEMENT

refpeSling attachments.

XXIV. An A C T for

James Rumfey, Efq; the exclufive right
and vending divers engines, machines and devices,
improved, for a term of years therein mentioned.
/» appropriate the fum of five thoufand pounds annually,

and privilege of making,
by him invented or

ACT
An ACT

XXV. An

vejling in

ufing

for the purpofes therein mentioned.

XXVI.

authorife the Supreme Executive Council to draw on
the State Treafurer for an additional fum of money, for defraying the expence
of pur chafing of the Indians lands on Lake Erie.
to

ACT for incorporating the fociety formed for the
of
and decayed
their widows and children.
XXVIII. An ACT for the
of Jlnngles.
XXIX. An ACT
provide for the payment of the demands of Jofeph
Perkins, Abraham Morrow and John Nicholfon, upon
commonwealth.
XXX. An ACT relating Sheriffs and Coroners.
XXXI. A SUPPLEMENT
an Act, entituled " An Ad for
XXVII. An

dijlreffed

relief

Pilots,

infpeclion

ft

this

to

to

raifing,

" by way of lottery, the fum of Eight Thoufand Dollars, for defraying the
" expence of erecting a Common-Hall in the city of Philadelphia, and Two
" Thoufand Dollars for the ufe of Dickinfon College, in the borough of
««

Car life."

XXXII. An ACT
XXXIII. An

ACT
Bedford and Mifflin.
XXXIV. An ACT

relating to

drawbacks and

difcounts.

relating to feveral election difricts in the counties of

and

United States the light- houfe
at Cape-Henlopen, and all the beacons, buoys and public piers, together with
the lands and tenements thereunto belonging, and together with the jurifdiction
to cede

to

veft in the

of the fame.

XXXV. An A C T for the relief of Robert Rofs and Francis White.
XXXVI. An ACT for regulating certain election difricts in the counties

Weftmoreland and Allegheny.
XXXVII. An
for incorporating

ACT

the

German Lutheran

of

congregation

worJJjipping at the church called St. Peter'*, in Pikeland town/hip, in the county

of Chefter.

XXXVIII. An

ACT for incorporating the German Lutheran congregation

worfiipping at the church called Zion, in Pikeland townflnp, in the county of
Chefter.
to eftablijlo and confirm the boundary line between this
XXXIX. An

ACT
fate and the fate of New- York.
XL. A SUPPLEMENT
"
4<

an Act, entituled " An Act for the appointment of a Regifter-General, for the purpofe of regiftering the accounts of this ftate."
to

Which

3°6
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Which

laws were, as ufual, depofited in the Rolls-Office.
On' motion,
Refolved unanimoujly\ That the thanks of this Houfe be prefented to the
Honorable Speaker, for his affiduous, able and impartial attention to the
duties of his ftation.

The Houfe

then rofe, fine

die.

PETER

LLOYD,

Z.
of the General

Clerk

Ajj'embly.

APPENDIX.
The following paper was handed
ferted in

REASONS

its

in too late to be in-

proper place,

of the Minority againft enabling into a law the bill,
to cede to the United States the right to exercife ex" clufive legiflation over fuch diftrid as may become the feat of govern'* ment thereof, within this commonwealth."

entituled

ift.T")E

"

of

An

diffent

Ad:

CAUSE

the enading of a law, in violation of the deareft and
rights of our fellow-citizens, without its being publifhed as direded by the original compad, is in the higheft degree arbitrary
and unjuft: For although a Convention, deputized by the freemen of the

_[)

m oft effential

ftate of Pennjylvania, have adopted the conftitution of the United States,
yet that conftitution does not make it obligatory, but at the option of any
legiflature, to cede to Congrefs the exclufive legiflation of ten miles fquare :
Befides, the Convention of Pennfylvania, being the voice of the people, have
declared that the ceflion to Congrefs of any part of the ftate fhould not take
place, without the confent of the citizens refiding within fuch grant.
2d. Becaufe the legiflature, inverted by the people with a power merely of

enading laws for the government of the ftate, confident with found policy
and juftice, have no right nor authority to devote any part or portion of the
ftate to a government in which the people will have no voice, and therefore,
fronv the condition of freemen, will be degraded to the fituation of flaves.
In every free government it is abfolutely neceffary that one common interefl
fhould unite the governors and governed.
Where that barrier is deftroyed,
there can be no fafety for the people.
The individual members of the general government having no intereft within the ten miles propofed to be under the exclufive legiflation of Congrefs, and having only a temporary refidence there, decrees may be enforced, unjufl: and oppreflive to the inhabitants, without affeding the rulers.
George Logan,
John Gilchreejl,

John Piper,
Thomas Kennedy,
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N U T E
OF

S

THE

FIRST SESSION
OF
Fourteenth

THE

General Assembly.

Monday, October 26, 1789.

M.

P.

THIS

being the day appointed by the conftitution for the meeting of
the General Affembly, a number of gentlemen, elected as Representatives to ferve for the enfuing year, met accordingly ; but not being a

quorum,
Adjourned

until three o'clock

to-morrow, P.

M.

Tuefday y October 27, 1789.

A

number of gentlemen met purfuant

quorum,
Adjourned

until three o'clock

to

adjournment

to-morrow, P.

number of gentlemen met purfuant

quorum,
Adjourned

until three o'clock

to

Tfjurfday, October 29,

A

number of gentlemen met purfuant
quorum,

number of gentlemen met purfuant

quorum,
Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to

to-morrow, A.

M.
but not being

a

;

M.
but not being a

M.

Friday, October 30, 1789.

A

;

P.

adjournment

Adjourned until three o'clock to-morrow, P.

a

M.

1789.
to

P.

adjournment

to-morrow, P.

but not being

;

M.

Wednefday, OEtober 28, 1789.
A

M.

P.

M.

P.

adjournment

;

but not being a

M.
Saturday,

C

4

3
A. M.

Saturday, Oclober 31, 1789.

A

number of gentlemen met purfuant

quorum,
Adjourned

until three o'clock

number of gentlemen

On
The

adjournment

2,

1789.

fuffkient to constitute a

;

but not being

a

M.

on Monday next, P.

Monday, November
A

to

P.

M.

quorum met j

and,

motion,
returns of the elections held in the city of Philadelphia, and in the

counties of Philadelphia, Bucks, Chejler, Lancafter, York, Cumberland, Berks,
Northampton, Bedford, Northumberland, Waflnngton, Fayette, Montgomery,

Dauphin, Luzerne, Allegheny and Delaware, were read, by which it appeared that the following gentlemen were returned as Representatives for the
laid city and counties, refpedlively, for the enfuing year, viz.

For the city of Philadelphia.
Lawrence Sickle,
Jacob Hiltzheimer,
William Lewis,
William Rawle,
Francis Gurney.

For the county of Philadelphia.
Richard Peters,
Samuel Ajhmead,
Thomas Paul,
Thomas Britton,
Elias Boys.

For the county of Bucks.
Gerardus Wynkoop,
Valentine Upp,

John Chapman,
James Bryan.

For the county of Chester.
Richard Thomas,
Richard Downing, jun.
Caleb James,
John M'Dowel/.

James Cunningham,
Jacob Erb,
John Miller.

For the county of York.
Thomas Clingan,
Jofeph Reed,

Jacob Schmyfer,

John Stewart,
Thomas Lilley,
William Godfrey,

For the county of Cumberland.
Thomas Kennedy,

David

Mitchell,

Jonathan Hoge.

For the county of Berks.
John Ludwig,
Jofeph Heifler,
Jofeph Sands,
Nicholas Lutz,
Daniel Leinbach.

For the county of

For the county of Lancaster.
James Clem/on,
John Hopkins,
Henry Dering*

Northampton.

Peter Ealer,
Stephen Balliot,
Conrad Ihrie, jun.
Anthony Lerch, jun.

For

5
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Bedford.

the county of

Jonathan Roberts,
Benjamin Markley,
James auXm

John Moore,
Harman Hufhands.

^

Northumb".

For.the county of
c

,

Samuel

J/t

y

t-

.
„»
-ror the „
county

Maclay,
'
,

White.
John
J
t?
*u
.bor the

county orc
\.

James

,

\xt

Washington.

For the cou "ty of Luzerne.
Obadiah Gore.

For the county of Allegheny.
John Nevil.

For the county of Fayette.
John Gilchreefi,
James Finley.

For the county of

Hugh
For the county of

No

^
Dauphin.

Allifon,

Thomas Ryerfon,
James Mar/hall.

Note.

,,.,

John CarJon,
James M'Creight.
6

Alexander Wright,

Jacob

c
of

>f^
*,

Montgomery.

Delaware.

Lloyd,

Richard

Riley.

Reiff,

returns have been received

from the counties of Wejlmoreland,

Jfranklin and Huntingdon.

The
ias

return from the county of Mifflin appearing to be double, was read,

follows, viz.

Mifflin County,

AGREEABLE

•

ff.

to

returns

day received from the following

this

from an election held at this
townfhips of Derry, Wayne and Armagh ; from an election
held at the houfe of Enoch Ha/lings, for the townfhips of Bald-Eagle and
Potters; and from an election held at the houfe of Thomas Wilfon, for the
townfhips of Fermanagh and Milford ; the undermentioned perfons were
election

diftricts

in this county, viz.

place, for the

higheft in votes for the offices annexed to their

names

:

Votes.

For Affembly, John Oliver,
John Harris,
For

Sheriff,

hundred and eleven votes.
five hundred and twenty-five

fix

611
votes.

William Wilfon, four hundred and fifty-four votes.
George Wilfon, four hundred and fifty-two votes.

525

454
452

For Coroner, John Wilfon, five hundred and twenty-five votes.
James Taylor, three hundred and eighty-eight votes.

525
388

hundred and feventeen votes.
nine hundred and feventy-

617

For Commiffioner, James Lyon,

fix

Enoch Haflings,

-

feven votes.

977

John M'Connol, four hundred and forty-four
-

votes.

444

Robert Lyttk, four hundred and forty-three

•'£."••-

votes.

B

443
There

6

[

]

day returns of el ections held at the houfe of
the Widow Stackpole, for the townfhip of Lack, and of an election for Greenwood townfhip, in this county, held at the houfe of Henry M'ConnoI. The
legality of holding elections at thefe places being diiputed by part of the
"fudges, the law for authorising faid elections not being prefent, we have
thought proper to forward to your Honorable Body a ftatement of the election, both with and without the returns of thefe townfhips of Lack and
If their election is legal, as to the places of holding faid elecGreenwood.
tions, and their votes admitted, the perfons higheft in votes are as follow j
if not, the above is the return.

There was

alfo received this

Votes.

For Affembly, John Harris,

hundred and fixty-fix votes.
hundred and twenty-one votes.

fix

"John Oliver, fix

For

Sheriff,

666
621

George Wilfon, fix hundred and two votes.
William Wilfon, four hundred and fifty-four votes.

hundred and twenty-five
For Coroner, John Wilfon,
James Taylor, five hundred and thirty-two
five

602

454

votes.

525

votes.

532

For Commiflioner, Enoch Hafiings, one thoufand one hundred and
twenty-nine votes.
James Lyon, fix hundred and feventeen votes.
Robert Lyttle, five hundred and ninety-two

1129

617

-

votes.

59 2

WE,

the Judges of the elections aforementioned, do certify the above and
annexed ftatement of the election in this county is juft and true.
Given
houfe
of
Arthur
the
Buchanan,
the
under our hands and feals, at
in
county of Mifflin, this fifteenth day of OSlober, one thoufand feven hundred and

SAMUEL OSBORN,

eighty-nine.

WILLIAM CORBIT,
THOMAS M'lLROY,
JOSEPH ALENDER,
JOHN HENDERSON,
GEORGE BR AT TEN, jun.
Mifflin County,
I

DO

certify that a duplicate

by the Judges of the
is lodged in
and IeaL

my

office.

MEM
Lawrence

fT.

Sickle,

Jacob Hiltzheimer,
William Lewis,
William Rawie,
Francis Gurney,
Richard Peters,
Samuel Afomead,

Thomas Paul,

of the above and annexed return, figned

election held at the different diflricts of this county,

In teflimony whereof I have hereunto

SAM. EDMISTON,
B

E

R

S

P

Thomas Britton,

my

fet

Prothonotary.

RESENT.

Gerardus Wynkoop,
Valentine Upp,

James Clemjbn,
John Hopkins,
Henry Dering,
James Cunningham,

John Chapman,
James Bryan,

John

Richard Thomas,
Caleb James,

Jojeph Reed,
Jacob Schmyfer,

Elias Boys,

hand

Jacob Erb,
Miller,

MEM-

7

[

M

E

M

B

R

S

PR

E

Conrad Ihrie, jun.
Anthony Lerch, jun.
John Moore,
John White,
James Allijon,

John Stewart,
'Thomas Lilley,
Thomas Kennedy,

David

E

]

Mitchell,

Jonathan Hoge,
John Ludwig,

Alexander Wright,

Thomas Ryerfon,
John Gilchreejl,
James Finley,
Jacob Reiff,

Jofeph Sands,
Nicholas Lutz,
Daniel Leinbach,

Peter Ealer,

S

E

N

T.

Jonathan Roberts,
Benjamin Markley,
James Vaux,
Jacob Miley,
John Carfon,
James M'Cr eight,
Obadiah Gore,

John Nevil,

Hugh

Lloyd,

Richard

Riley.

The Houfe proceeded to the ele&ion of a Speaker, and the ballots being taken, it appeared that the Honorable
Efquire, was unanimoufly elected.
Mr. Speaker being placed in the chair,
motion was made by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Wright,
That the oaths or affirmations prefcribed by the conftitution of this ftate
be taken by the members of this Houfe, refpe&ively, with the words,

RICHARD PETERS,

A

"

"

except fo far as the fame is altered or abohfhed by the conftitution of the
United States," added to the oath or affirmation of allegiance and fidelity;

and the words, " and as the fame is not altered or abolijloed by the conftitution
of the United States," added to the oath or affirmation of office ; the faid
exception and addition being confidered as explanatory of the fenfe in which

•"

members underftand

And

the faid oaths or affirmations.
the aforefaid motion being adopted,

Mr. Speaker and the members

prefent were feverally qualified, accorddirections
of
the
the
conftitution,
with the foregoing exception
ing to
and addition, and the aft of the United States paffed the firft day of June
laft.

A

motion was made by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Hoge, in the following words, viz.
Refolved, That one Clerk of the General Affembly fhall be appointed
by the Houfe, at fuch reafonable and moderate falary as fhall be deemed
juft and adequate ; and that he fhall appoint fuch affiftants under him as he
fhall deem neceffary, who fhall be allowed fuch compenfation as fhall be
deemed by the Houfe fufficient.
Ordered to lie on the table.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock to

'Tuefday,

morrow, A. M.

November

3,

1789.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
Petitions from Jojeph Fry and Frederick Dietz, feverally praying to be appointed Door-keeper to the General Affembly, were read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from James Martin was read, praying he may be appointed
Serjeant-at-Arms to the General Affembly.

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

The

8

[

The motion made

yefterday by

J

Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Hoge,

re-

curring,
It

was moved by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,
ftrike out the words, " at fuch reafonable and moderate /alary," and in
thereof to infert the words, " and foall have fuch reafonable and mode-

To
lieu
tc

rate compenfation."

Which was

carried in

the affirmative, and the refolution, as amended,

adopted, as iollows, viz.
Refolved, That one Clerk of the General Affembly mail be appointed by
the Houfe, and (hall have fuch reafonable and moderate compenfation as
fhall be deemed juft and adequate; and that he fhall appoint fuch affiftants
under him as he (hall deem necelfary, who fhall be allowed fuch compenfaWhereupon
tion as mall be deemed by the Houfe fufficient.
The Houfe proceeded to the election of a Clerk, and the ballots being
taken, it appeared that
O D, Efquire, was duly
Z.

PETER

elected

LL

T

;

Who

appearing at the table, was qualified to the faithful difcharge of the
duties of his office.
The Houfe then proceeded to the election of a Serjeant-at-Arms and
Door-keeper, and the ballots being taken, it appeared that James Martin
was duly elected Serjeant-at-Arms, and Jofepb Fry duly elected Doorkeeper, who were feverally fworn faithfully to perform their refpedtive
duties.

On

motion,

Ordered, That Mr. Lilley, Mr. Lutz and Mr. Nevil be a committee, to
inform the Supreme Executive Council that the Houfe are ready to receive
any bufinefs they may have to lay before them.
On motion,
Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Ihrie be a committee,
to prepare a draught of rules and regulations for the government of the
Houfe.
Refolved, That the rules and regulations of the late Houfe of Affembly
be adopted for the government of the prefent Houfe, until a fett of rules
and regulations mail have been reported and adopted.
The committee appointed this forenoon, to inform Council that the
Houfe were ready to receive any bufinefs they may have to lay before them,
reported their having performed that fervice, and received for anfwer, that
Council have prepared bufinefs, which they will lay before the Houfe this

forenoon.
On motion,
Ordered, That Mr. Gnrney, Mr. AJlomead, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. fames, Mr.
Cunningham, Mr. Lilley, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Sands, Mr. Ealer, Mr. Moore,
Mr. White, Mr. Wright, Mr. Findley, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Carfon, Mr. Gore,
Mr. Nevil and Mr. Lloyd be a committee, to devife on ways and means for
the fupplies of the current year.
Refolved,

Mr.

That Mr. Thomas, Mr.

Britton,

Mr. Ludwig, Mr. Carfon and

committee of accounts for the enfuing year, and that they
be and hereby are authorized and empowered to fend for perfons and papers.
Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Chapman and Mr. Hoge be a committee,
to examine the laws and minutes of the Houfe, prepare them for publication,

Riley be a

and correct them

at the prefs.

Ordered,

9

C
Ordered,
to infpect

]

That Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Wright be a committee,
the minutes of the late Houfe of Affembly, and bring forward

fuch bufinefs as may be neceffary to lay before this Houfe.
Ordered, That Mr. Faux be appointed to colled the fines that may be
incurred, by tranfgreiling the rules and regulations which are or may be
.adopted for the government of this Houfe.
On motion of Mr. Wynkoop, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,
Refolved, That Friday next be alTigned for the election of Printers, to
publifh the laws and journals of this Houfe.
Ordered, That Mr. Hiltzheimer, Mr. Boys, Mr. Chapman, Mr. James,
Mr. Bering, Mr. Reed, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Lutz, Mr. Lerch, Mr. Moore,
Mr. White, Mr. Ryerfon, Mr. Gilchreejl, Mr. Reiff, Mr. M'Creight, Mr.
Gore, Mr. Nevil and Mr. Riley be a committee, to whom all the claims of
individuals againft this ftate {hall be referred.
meffage from his Excellency the Prefident and Supreme Executive
Council was prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.

A

A MESSAGE

from

Council

the
to

President and the Supreme Executive
the General Assembly.

GENTLEMEN,

WE

herewith tranfmit letters from his Excellency the Prefident of the
United States of the 2d and 3d days of Oftober, 1789, with feveral
acts and refolves of the Congrefs of the United States, which have been received fince the laft adjournment of the Legiflature, viz.
An Aft to eJiabli/Jj the Judicial Courts of the United States.
An Aft to regulate the procejs in the Courts of the United States.
An Aft to explain and amend an aft for regiflering and clearing vejfels, regulating the coafling trade, and for other purpofes.
An Aft to recognize and adapt to the confitution of the United States, the
ejlablijfwient

of troops raijed under the refolves of the United States

and for other purpofes therein mentioned.
Aft providing for the payment of the invalid

in Congrefs

ajfembled,

An

penfi'oners

of the United

States.

An Aft making appropriations for the prefent year.
An Aft to allow the Baron de Glaubeck the pay

of a Captain

in the

anny

of the United States.

An

meeting of Congrefs ; and
continuing John White, John Wright and Jofhua DawAlfo
fon in office until the 4th day of February, 1790.
of the Treafury of
Secretary
Efquire,
A letter from Alexander Hamilton,
the United States, dated the 26th day of September, 1789, inclofing two refolutions of the Houfe of Reprefentatives of the United States, dated the
21ft day of the fame month, refpecting the public debts.
A copy of the amendments, propofed to be added to the conftitution of

A

Aft

to alter the time for the next

refolution

for

the United States.
at War, of the 6th and
act of Congrefs, dated
extract
an
of
an
19th days of Oftober laft, inclofing
the 29th day of September, which authorifes the Prefident of the United
he
States to call into fervice, from time to time, fuch parts of the militia as

Two

letters

from Henry Knox, Efquire, Secretary

C

may

[

io

3

neceffary for the protection of the inhabitants of the frontiers of
the United States from the hoftile incuriions of the Indians ; and requeuing
a lift of perfons entitled to penfions by the laws of this ftate.

may judge

Copies of the Journals of the firft leifion of the Senate and of the Houfe
of Reprefentatives of the United States alfo accompany this meffage.
By Several refolves of the General Affembly in the years 1775 and 1776,
and by act of the 20th day of March, ijjj, four hundred thoufand pounds
were emitted in bills of credit, of which there remain unredeemed, by the
laft report of the Comptroller-General, two hundred and twenty-five thoufand
The holders of fuch bills are entitled to
Jix hundred and ninety-nine founds.
receive, in lieu thereof, bills of credit of April, 1781, at the rate of one
hundred and feventy-five for one. We are of opinion that a day fhould be
fixed for the final redemption of thofe bills.
By an act of Affembly of the ift day of June, 1780, Council were authorifed to appoint agents in the feveral counties of this ftate to purchafe
horfes and provifions for the army of the United States, for which articles
certificates bearing an intereft of Jix per cent, were given by the agents.
Of thofe certificates there remain unpaid to the amount of four thoufand
recommend to the General Affembly
pounds in the paper bills of 178 1.
to limit the time for the exchange of all fuch certificates.
A law fhould be paffed to prevent the receipt of certificates of the United
States in the Land-Office.
The act of Affembly of the eighth day of April, 1785, which eftablifhed the falaries of the officers of the Land^Office, and required them
to account on oath for all fees received in their refpective offices, exThat law, we are of opinion, fhould be
pired on the firft day of May laft.

We

revived.

We
this

fubmit to the Legiflature the propriety of a revifion of all laws of
which interfere with the ads or refolves of the Congrefs of the

ftate,

United

States.

The introduction
laws relative to the Heakh-Office are imperfect.
of infectious difeafes into the ftate is not fufficiently guarded againft, nor is
This fubject we
the allowance to the officer adequate to the appointment.
recommend to the early attention of the General Aftembly.
We recall the attention of the Houfe to the claims of the widows and
children of deceafed officers of the Pennfyhania line, flying camp, ftate regiments and ftate navy. Orphans courts continue to draw orders for the payment of penfions, in conformity with the act of Affembly of the firft day
of March, 1780, although the funds out of which payment hath heretofore been made have, by fubiequent ads, been appropriated to other pur-

The

pofes.

A

limitation of the time for bringing fuits againft the fureties of Sheriffs,
and of the time for exhibiting claims againft the ftate, for fupplies and perfonal fervices during the late war, we are of opinion will be of public utility.

THOMAS MIFFLIN.
Council Chamber,
Philadelphia,

And

On

November

3^,

1789.

the feveral papers accompanying the fame were alfo read
motion of Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Carfon,

;

and,

The

I

II

]

The

faid meflageand papers therewith tranfmitted were, by fpecial order,
the
fecond time
read
Whereupon
Ordered, That the lame be referred to Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Lilley and Mr.
Kennedy, to arrange the fubject matters, and report thereon.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.
:

Wednefday^ November 4, 1789.

A. M.

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
The return of the annual election held in

the county of Huntingdon was
prefented to the chair, and read, by which it appeared that David Stewart,
Efquire, was duly ele&ed a Reprefentative for the faid county for the enfu-ing year, who appearing in the Houfe, was qualified conformably to the

of the conftitution, and the addition and exception thereto, as
agreed upon by this Houfe, as well as the oath prefcribed by an act of the
United States palled the firft day of June laft.
Richard Downing, Efquire, elected a Reprefentative for the county of
Chejler, and 'Thomas Clingan, Efquire, elected a Reprefentative for the county of York, appearing in the Houfe, were feverally qualified conformably
to the directions of the constitution, and the addition and exception thereto,
as agreed upon by this Houfe, as well as the oath prefcribed by an act of the
United States paifed the firft day of June laft.
A petition from Michael Bilmeyer, praying to be re-appointed to print the
minutes of this Houfe in the German language for the current year, was read,
and
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from Charles Cijl was read, praying to be appointed to print
the minutes of this Houfe in the German language.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed to examine the minutes of the late Houfe of
Affembly, and bring forward fuch bufinefs as may be necelfary to lay before
this Houfe, made report in part, which was read ; and on motion, and by
fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, as follows, viz.
The committee appointed to bring forward the unfinished bufinefs of the
laft Houfe beg leave to report, in part
directions

That

the fubject of re-locating warrants ;
claims of the Deputy-Surveyors ;
claims of Gabriel Cox, George Vallendigham, and others ;
An amendment to the bankrupt laws of this commonwealth ;
And provifion for the expences of the enfuing Convention ; demand the

The
The

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,
bill, to alter and
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a
amend the bankrupt laws of this commonwealth, in fuch manner as to fub-

early attention of this

Houfe

ject the proceedings of the

:

Commifiioners to a proper examination and con-

troul.

Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Lloyd be a committee, for
the purpofes contained in the foregoing reiolution.
On motion of Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,
their confideration
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to take into
Houfes by the
the fubject of re-locating warrants, recommended to former

Supreme

[
Supreme Executive Council, and
a

bill,

I*
that the

]
committee be inftrucled

to report

if they think proper.

Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Cunningham and Mr. Lutz be a
mittee, for the purpofes contained in the foregoing refolution.

com-

On

motion of Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. James,
ReJolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, making provifion for the expences to be incurred by the Convention of this ftate, chofen
by the good people thereof to confider, and, if they think proper, to alter
and amend the conftitution of this commonwealth.
Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. Kennedy be a commitfor the purpofes contained in the foregoing refolution.

tee,

Ordered,

A

letter

was

read,

That the further consideration of the faid report be poftponed.
from William Bradford, Efquire, Attorney-General of this ftate,
reprefenting, that agreeably to the refolution of the Honorable

the General Affembly, paffed the twenty-fecond day of September laft, actions have been inftituted by the Judges of the Supreme Court againft the
commonwealth, and the iffues joined therein are to be tried on Saturday,
the feventh inftant, to which actions he hath appeared; and requefting
to be informed whether the Houfe hath any inftru&ions to give him, or
facts, documents or papers to furnifh on that head, which may be of fervice
to the commonwealth in the trial of the faid caufes ; and on motion, and by
the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. Kennedy be a committee, to take into confideration the fubject matter of the faid letter, and
report thereon.
r* Adjourned until three o'clock to-morrow, P. M.
fpecial order,

Thurfday, November 5, 1789.

P.

M.

The Houfe met
The returns of

purfuant to adjournment.
the annual election held in the county of Franklin was
and read, by which it appeared that James Johnjlon
chair,
to
the
prefented
and John Rhea, Efquires, were duly elected Reprefentatives for the faid
county for the enfuing year; and the faid James johnjlon, Efquire, appearing in the Houfe, was qualified conformably to the directions of the conftitution, and the addition and exception thereto, as agreed upon by this
Houfe, as well as the oath prefcribed by an act of the United States paffed

day of June laft.
A petition from Melchior Steiner was read, praying to be re-appointed to
print the bills in the German language, which may be ordered by this Houfe
to be publifhed for confideration.

the

firft

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

from Eleazer Ojwald, guardian to Jane, Blathwaite, Mary and
Gibbs Jones, all of the city of Philadelphia, minors, was read, fetting forth,
that the faid minors are, in right of their grand-mother, Jane Jones, deceafed, entitled to one undivided fixth part of and in a certain meffuage
and lot of ground thereunto belonging, fituate on the eaft fide of WaterJlreet, in the faid city, and ftating that the prefent iffues and profits thereof
are infufficient for the maintenance and fupport of the faid minor children ;

A

petition

therefore praying an act

may

be paffed, authorifing the petitioner to difpofe
of

[

M

]

of the undivided part of the faid minors in the premifes, for their
benefit
and fupport, and to enable him to give good and fufficient deeds or
conveyances to the purchafer thereof.
Ordered to lie on the table.

The committee

appointed November 3d, to arrange the fubjecT: matters of
the meflage of Council, made report, which was read ; and on motion,
and
by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, as follows, viz.

Your committee, appointed to arrange the matters contained in the meflage
of the Supreme Executive Council beg leave to offer the following ref'olutions

:

Refohed, That the amendments propofed to be added to the conftitution
of the United States be referred to a committee of the whole.
Refohed, That that part of the meflage of Council, refpecling the bills
of credit emitted in the years 1775, 1776 and
1777, be referred to a committee.

Refohed, That that part of the meffage of Council, refpedting certificates
bearing intereft at fix per centum, given for the purchafe of horfes and provifions for the army of the United States, be committed.
Refohed, That that part of the meflage of Council, refpedting the receipt of certificates of the United States in the land-office, be committed.
Refohed, That that part of the meflage of Council, refpecling the falaries
of the land-officers, be referred to a committee, and that they be inftrudted
to bring in a bill, if they think proper.
Refohed, That that part of the meffage of Council, refpedting the revifion of all laws of this ftate, which interfere with the ads or refolves of the

Congrefs of the United States, be committed.
Refohed, That that part of the meffage of Council, relative to the healthoffice, be committed.
Refohed, That that part of the meffage of Council, which refpedts the
claims of the widows and children of deceafed officers of the Penrfyhania
line, flying camp, flate regiments, and ftate navy, be referred to the committee on ways and means.
Refohed, That that part of the meflage of Council, which refpedts the limitation of the time for bringing fuits againft the fureties of Sheriffs, and of
the time for exhibiting claims againft the ftate for fupplies and perfonal fervices during the late war, be committed, and that the committee be inftrudted to bring in a bill, if they think proper.
The letters of his Excellency the Prefident of the United States, of
Alexander Hamilton, Efquire, Secretary of the Treafury of the United States,
and Henry Knox, Efquire, Secretary at War, with the papers therein inclofed (excepting the paper containing the amendments propofed to be added to the*conftitution of the United States) your committee confider matters
of information.
Whereupon, Refohed, That that part of the meffage of Council, reflecting the bills of credit emitted in the years 1775, 1776 and 1777, be referred
to a committee.
Ordered, That Mr. Gurney, Mr. Clingan and Mr. Nevil be a committee,
for the purpofe contained in the foregoing refolution.
Refohed, That that part of the meflage of Council, reflecting certificates
bearing intereft at fix per centum, given for the purchafe of horfes and provifions for the army of the United States, be committed.

D

Ordered,

'

C

1
J

14

Ibrie and Mr. Jobnjlon be a comthe
foregoing refolution.
mittee, for the purpofes contained in
Refolved, That that part of the meflage of Council, refpeding the receipt
of certificates of the United States in the land-office, be committed.
Ordered, That Mr. Raw/e, Mr. Cunningham and Mr. Hoge be a committee on the fubjed of the foregoing refolution, and to report thereon.
the
Refolved, That that part of the meflage of Council, which refpeds

That Mr. Hiltzheimer, Mr.

Ordered,

of the land-officers, be referred to a committee, and that they be
inftruded to report a bill, if they think proper.
Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. Kennedy be a committee,
for the purpofes contained in the foregoing refolution.
the reviRefolved, That that part of the meflage of Council, refpeding
iion of all laws of this ftate which interfere with the ads or reiblves of the

falaries

Congrefs of the United States, be committed.
Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Rawle and Mr. Hoge be a committee, for
the purpofes contained in foregoing refolution.
the healthRefolved, That that part of the meflage of Council, relative to
be committed.
Ordered, That the members for the city and county of Philadelphia be a
committee, for the purpofes contained in the foregoing refolution.
refpeds the
Refolved, That that part of the meflage of Council, which
and
Sheriff's,
of
limitation of the time for bringing fuits againft the fureties
of the time for exhibiting claims againft the ftate for fupplies and perfonai

office,

be committed, and that the committee be intruded to bring in a bill, if they think proper.
Ordered, That Mr. Rawk, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Leinbach be a committee, for the purpofes contained in the foregoing relolution.
the
Refolved, That that part of the meflage of Council, which refpeds
claims of the widows and children of deceafed officers of the Pennfytvania
fervices during the late war,

camp, ftate regiments, and
mittee on ways and means.

line,

flying

Ordered,

That the further

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

Friday

,

navy, be referred to the

ftate

com-

confideration of faid report be poftponed.

to-morrow, A.

November

6,

M.

1789.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.
James Marfiall, Efquire, eleded a Reprefentative for the county of Wajhdiredions
ington, appearing in the Houfe, was qualified conformably to the
of the conftitution, and the addition and exception thereto, as agreed upon
by this Houfe, as well as the oath prefcribed by an 3d of the United States

The Houfe met

day of June laft.
A petition from Francis Bailey was read, letting forth, that he is poflefled
of
of good printing materials for executing any part of the printing bulinefs
part
fuch
of
Printer
the General Aflembly, and praying he may be appointed

paffed the

firft

thereof as this

Houfe may deem proper.

Ordered to lie on the table.
prayletter from Hall and Sellers was prefented to the Chair, and read,
current
ing to be re-appointed Printers of the Minutes of this Houfe for the

A

year.

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

A

letter

[
A

letter

3

'5

read, praying he may be re- appointed
eniuing year, at the following prices, w'x.
500 copies, fewed and covered with.

from Thomas Bradford was

to print the

Laws and

Bills for the

Laws, per meet,

i

Ditto,

2 pages,

Ditto,

3

-

-

-

-

-

-

pages,

£4150

-

-

-

4 pages,

Ditto,

-

-

blue paper,
page,
1
Bills,

-

-

-

o 17

6

1

12

1

15

o
o
o

150

-

(

15
Laws and Bills in the news-paper, per column,
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed yefterday, on that part of the meffage of Counand 1777,
cil refpeding the bills of credit emitted in the years 1775, 1776

made report, which was read, as
The committee, to whom was
Prefident and Council

which

follows, viz.
referred that part of the meffage

relates to the bills

from the

of credit emitted in the years

1775, 1776 and 1777, report
That a confiderable time having been afforded for the exchange of the bills
the
of credit aforeiaid, it is in the opinion of your committee proper to limit
refolution:
following
the
therefore
offer
they
time for the exchange thereof;
limiting the
Refdlved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill,
time for exchanging the bills of credit emitted in the years 1775, 1776 and

1777.

order of the day, for the election of Printers, being read,
motion was made by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Boys,
poftpone the order of the day, in order to introduce the following re-

The

A

To

folution, viz.

into the caules why
Refohed, That a committee be appointed, to enquire
were not printed with
the laws and minutes of the late General Affembly
o-reater difpatch and accuracy, and to report thereon.
&
On the queflion,— " Will the Houfe agree to the pojlponement, for the afore-

faid purpofe?"

and the refolution adopted.
and Mr. Johnjlon be a committee,
Nevil
Ordered, That Mr. Thomas, Mr.
refolution.
for the purpofes contained in the faid
yefterday, was read the lecond time.
read
Ofwald,
The petition of Eleazer
and Mr. Roberts, to
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. Allifon
It

was carried

in the affirmative,

report thereon.

motion of Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Biltzheimer,
Mr. Kennedy be a committee,
Ordered That Mr. Gurney, Mr. Lilley and
the time, place and manner of electing a
to confer with Council concerning
Executive Council.
Prefident and Vice-Prefident of the Supreme
On motion of Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Wynkoop, full length on the
committees be entered at
Refohed, That all reports of

On

journals of this Houfe.
On motion of Mr. Carfon, feconded by Mr. Miley,petitions of Daniel Leef,
committee on the
Ordered That the report of the
depreciaSamuel -Jones, deputy furveyors of the
fofbua and John Elder ,
and Se25th
laft,
September
Houfe of Affembly
tion hnds, read in the late
to Mr.
referred
be
confideration of this Houfe,
rially recommended to the
report a bill,
Carfon, with inftrudions to

^

Cunningham, Mr. MarJbaU and Mr.
if

they

deem

it

proper.

The

i6

C

]

The committee appointed to confer with Council reflecting the time, place
and manner of electing a Prelident and Vice-Prefident of the Supreme Executive Council, reported, that Council recommend that Wednefday next be
affigned for holding the faid election, that the Affembly-Chamber be the
place, and they propofe the following order of proceffion :

ORDER

of

PROCESSION.

Constables,
Sub-Sheriffs,

with their

(laves.

with their wands.

High-Sheriff and Coroner,

Judges of the Supreme Court,

with their wands.

and Judges of the High Court of

Errors and Appeals.

Attorney-General,

and Prothonotary of the Supreme Court.

Wardens of the Port of
Treafurer,

Philadelphia.

Comptroller-General and Regifter-General.
Secretary of the

Land

Office.

Receiver-General and Surveyor-General.
Juftices of the Peace.

Prothonotary of the Court of

Common

Pleas,

and Clerk of

the Court of Quarter Seffions.

Clerks of the Mayor's Court and of the Corporation.

Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen.

Common-Council.
Matter of the Rolls and Regifter of Wills.
Regifter of

German

Paffengers,

and Collector of Excife in the

City and County of Philadelphia.
*

Affiftant Secretary of

the Council.

Secretary of Council.

His Excellency the President, and Honorable the Vice-President.

Members of

the Council,

two and two.

Door-keeper of the Council.
Serjeant at

Arms, with the Mace.

Clerk of the General AfTembly.

Honorable the Speaker of the General AfTembly.

Members of

the

General

AfTembly,

two and two.

Door-keeper of the General AfTembly.
Piovofl

and

Faculty of

the

Univerfity.

Officers of the Militia.

Citizens.

Whereupon,

:

C

1
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Whereupon, Refolved, That the Houfe approve of the time,
manner of holding the faid election.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

Saturday,

November

7,

1789.

A.

place and

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
William Godfrey, Efquire, elected a Reprefentative for the county of Tork,
and John Rhea, Efquire, elected a Reprefentative for the county of Franklin, appearing in the Houfe,
were qualified conformably to the directions of
the Conftitution, and the addition and exception thereto, as agreed upon by
this Houfe, as well as the oath prefcribed by an act of the United States
paffed the firft day of June laft.

A

from Hannibal William Dobbyn was read, fetting forth, that the
with a number of his friends and tenants, emigrated from the
kingdom of Ireland, with intention to fettle in America; and being informed
there are large tracts of unoccupied lands in the weftern parts of Pennsylvania, among which is a certain lot, yet unfurveyed, known by the name of
M'Lean's Dijlricl, in the depreciation lands, bounded on the weft by the
weftern boundary of Pennfylvania, &c. and praying to be permitted to take
up the aforefaid diftrict of land in one body, and that the fame may be
granted to him in one patent, upon fueh moderate terms as the Houfe may
deem proper ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the faid petition was
read the fecond time
Whereupon,
Ordered, That Mr. Gurney, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Lilley, Mr. Hoge and Mr.
Marjloall be a committee, to report thereon.
The committee appointed November 4th, on the letter from William Bradford, Efquire, Attorney-General, made report, which was read; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, and adopted,
petition

petitioner,

:

as follows,

viz;

The committee on

the letter of William Bradford, Efquire, Attorneyleave to report
beg
General of
That the iffue directed by the refolve of the late Houfe of Affembly of
the twenty-fecond day of September, 1789, to be joined in the amicable actions at the fuit of the feveral Judges of the Supreme Court, to which the
Attorney- General was ordered to appear on behalf of the commonwealth,
relating only to the depreciation of the bills of credit emitted in 1785,
the instructions contained in the faid refolve appear to your committee furficiently ample, and the acts and proceedings of this Houfe being of. a
public nature, all the neceffary documents and evidence may be found
upon confulting the minutes and volumes of laws They therefore fubmit
this

ftate,

:

the following refolve
Refolved, That the refolution of the late Houfe of Affembly of the twentyfecond day of September, 1789, directing the Attorney-General to join an
the commonwealth is
iffue, whether, by the conftitution, law or equity,
of the Supreme
the
to
Judges
bound to pay the falaries feverally allowed
Court in fpecie, or the value thereof, requires no further explanation, nor

has the Houfe any further instructions or documents to communicate.
That this refolution, and that of the twenty-fecond of September, 1789,
be tranfmitted to the Supreme Executive Council, who are requefted to
conduct
E

[

i8

]

conduct the trial on behalf of the commonwealth, in fuch manner as fhall
appear to them moft conducive to the intereft and honor of the Hate.
Whereupon, Ordered, That the committee appointed on the letter from
the Attorney-General of this ftate, November 4th inftant, be a committee
to confer with the Supreme Executive Council on the fubject of the report on faid letter, adopted this forenoon, and that Mr. Vaux be added to
the faid committee.
The committee appointed yefterday, to enquire into the caufes why the
laws and minutes of the General AfTembly were not printed with greater
difpatch and accuracy, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee appointed to enquire why the laws and minutes of the
late General AfTembly were not printed with greater difpatch and accuracy,
report

minutes of the Houfe have been generally accurately printed ; but that thefe, as well as the laws (which it cannot be
expected the committee could now fo minutely examine as to determine on
all poffible inaccuracies, or their caufes) have been delayed much by the
multiplicity of bufinefs which the Clerks of the late Houfe had before them,
and much through a want of fyftem in their department ; but as fome alteration in this laft mentioned cafe has lately taken place, they have reafon
Thefe caufes, added
to hope an amendment in this particular deficiency.
to the almoft. total neglect of the committees appointed by the late Houfes

That

in their opinion the

to fuperintend that bufinefs, have,

we

conceive, chiefly occafioned the evils

abovementioned.

The committee are neverthelefs of opinion, that printers who fhall obtain
the bufinefs of the Houfe in future fhall pay great attention both to difpatch
and accuracy; that the minutes be ready for delivery to the members at leaft
weekly, or oftener, if it can be done; and that the laws fhall be done much
more expeditiously than heretofore.
Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Allifon,
Ordered, That Monday next be affigned for the election of printers, to
publifh the laws and journals of this Houfe, and that it be the order for
that day.

Adjourned

until three o'clock

Monday

',

on Monday next, P.

November

9,

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
The return of the annual election held in

1789.

M.

P. 'M.

the county of Wejlmoreland was

prefented to the chair, and read, by which it appeared that John Baird
and "James Barr, Efquires, were duly elected to reprefent the faid county
in the General AfTembly for the current year, who appearing in the Houfe,
were qualified conformably to the directions of the conftitution, and the
addition and exception thereto, as agreed upon by this Houfe, as well as
the oath prefcribed by an act of the United States pafTed the firft day of
"June

A

laft.

petition

referring to

from divers inhabitants of the county of Cumberland was read,
their petition prefented to a former Houfe of AfTembly, and
praying

C

19

3

praying their faid petition may be taken into confideration, and a fum of
money granted for the purpofe of repairing a road leading through Croghan's

Gap, White's Narrows, &c.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from James Rowan, late a Collector of taxes within the city
and county of Philadelphia, was read, fetting forth, that his eftate, both
real and perfonal, has been taken in execution, and himfelf confined in
the gaol of the faid city and county, on account of monies laid to have
been by him received, and praying he may be liberated from further confinement, upon his giving furhcient fecurity to aid and attend any perfon
who may be appointed to fettle and adjuft the duplicates of taxes placed in
his hands for collection.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from John Cart was read, referring to his petition prefented
to the late Houfe of Affembly, November 4th, 1788, and praying this Houfe
to take the fame into confideration, and grant him relief in the premifes.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from divers inhabitants of the counties of Cumberland and
Dauphin was read, praying the fum of one hundred and fifty pounds may be
granted by this Houfe for amending the road in the Narrows, near Peter's
mountain, in the county of Dauphin aforefaid.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe proceeded to the election
of a printer of the minutes of this Houfe, and the ballots being taken, it
appeared that Hall and Sellers were duly elected.
The Houfe then elected, by ballot, Thomas Bradford printer of the laws
and bills which may be ordered for public confideration.
The Houfe then elected, by ballot, Michael Billmeyer printer of the miand Melchior Steiner printer of the bills
nutes in the German language
which may be ordered for publication in the German language.
The committee appointed to examine the files of the late Houfe of Affembly, and bring forward fuch bufinefs as may be proper to lay before
this Houfe, made a further report, which was read, as follows, viz.
Your committee, appointed to infpect the minutes of the late Houfe of
Affembly, and bring forward fuch bufinefs as may be neceffary to lay before
;

Houfe, make

a further report, viz.
reprefentation of the Board of Wardens of the port of Philadelphia, and the petition of the firft rate Pilots of the bay and river Delaware on the fame fubject, be taken off the files of the late Houfe, and

this

That the

referred to a committee.

from the Bakers of the city of Philadelphia and the
the
neighbourhood thereof, and all papers relating to the fame, be taken off
committee.
files of the late Houfe, and referred to a
Van Heer be taken off the
Bartholomew
of
petition
and
That the memorial
committee.
files of the late Houfe, and referred to a
and all papers refpecting
Efquire,
That the petition of William Lyon,
and referred to a comthe fame, be taken off the files of the late Houfe,

That the

petitions

'

mittee.

That

.

a

committee

trefpaffing cattle.

be appointed to report a

,

mode of procedure with

T iat
j

[

2°

]

Excellency the Prefident of this ftate, incloMarmie and Company, together with the
fing the accounts
inclofures, be taken from the files of the late Houfe, and referred to a
committee.
That a committee be appointed, to report the manner in which the poor
of Berks county are to be fupported.
That the petition of James Millegan and Hugh Lenox, together with all
papers relating to the fame, be taken from the files of the late Houfe, and

That the

letter

from

his

of Turnbull,

referred to a

commitee.

petition of the owners of lands in the frontier and other counof this ftate, with the papers accompanying the fame, be taken from
the files of the late Houfe, and referred to a committee.
That a committee be appointed, to take into their confideration the propriety of paffing an act to regulate the export of pot and pearl afhes from

That the

ties

this ftate,

and make report.

That the petition of Lewis Prahl, with all papers relating to the fame,
be taken from the files of the late Houfe, and referred to a committee.
That the petition of William Ha/all, with the feveral papers refpedling
the fame, be taken from the files of the late Houfe, and referred to a committee.
reprefentation and petition of divers inhabitants of the borough
and county of Tork, refpedling the fifhery in the rivers Codorus and Conewago, be taken from the files of the late Houfe, and referred to a committee.

That the

And
report of the committee on the petition of the inhabitants of Shippenjburg, in Cumberland county, together with faid petition,
and refolve of the Houfe thereon of the 27th of March, 1789, be referred
to the members from the counties of Cumberland and Franklin, to report
Refolved,

That the

thereon.

And on motion, and by
time Whereupon

fpecial order, the faid report

was read the fecond

:

Refolved,

That the

Philadelphia, and the

reprefentation of the Board of
petition of the

firft

Delaware on the fame fubjecl, be taken off the files
referred to the city members, to report thereon.

And

Wardens of

the Port of
of the bay and river
of the late Houfe, and

rate Pilots

the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That the petitions of the bakers of the city of Philadelphia
and the neighbourhood thereof, and all papers relating to the- fame, be
in debating

"
"

from the files of the late Houfe, and referred to
was moved by Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Reed,

** taken
It

a

committee."

the fame, by inferring, in lieu thereof, the following, viz.
Refolved, That the petition of the loaf-bread bakers, fpecially recommended over by the late Houfe September 2 ift laft, be taken off the files of

To amend

the late Houfe, and referred to the members for the city of Philadelphia;
and that the petition of the bifcuit bakers, fpecially recommended over by
the late Houfe September nth laft, be taken off the files of the late Houfe,

and referred to the members for the city and
.make report thereon.
And on the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree
It was carried in the affirmative.

—

county of Philadelphia,
to the

to

Jaid amendment?"
Refolved?

[

2r

]

That the petition of Bartholomew Van Heer be taken from the
of the late Houfe, and referred to Mr. Moore, Mr. Nevil and Mr. Reijf,
to report thereon.
Refolved, That the petition of William Lyon, Efquire, and all papers reflecting the fame, be taken from the files of the late Houfe, and referred to
Mr. Rawle, Mr. Chapman and Mr. Rhea, to report thereon.
Re/olved, That a committee be appointed, to report a mode of procedure
Refolved,

files

with trefpaffing

cattle.

Ordered, That Mr.

Lilley,

Mr. Hoge and Mr. Lloyd be

a

committee, for

the purpofes contained in the laft of the foregoing refolutions.
Refolved, That the letter from his Excellency the Pfefident of this ftate,
inclofing the accounts of Turnbull, Marmie and Company, together with the
inclofures, be taken from the files of the late Houfe, and referred to Mr.

Gurney, Mr. 'Thomas and Mr. Baird, to report thereon.
And in debating the following refolution, viz.
" Refolved, That a committee be appointed, to report the manner in
" which the poor of Berks county are to be fupported."
A motion was made by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Paul,
To poftpone the confideration of the faid refolution, in order to introduce
the following in lieu thereof, viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, for the purpofe of altering and amending the poor laws of this commonwealth.
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the pofponement, for the afore-

—

faid purpofe?"

was carried in the affirmative, and the propofed refolution adopted.
A motion was then made by Mr. Faux, feconded by Mr. Wynkoop,
That the faid committee confift of a member from each county.
Which was carried in the affirmative Whereupon
Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Paul, Mr. Chapman, Mr, Thomas, Mr.
Clemfon, Mr. Schmyfer, Mr. Hoge, Mr. Lutz, Mr. Lerch, Mr. Moore, Mr.
White, Mr. Baird, Mr. Ryerfon, Mr. Finley, Mr. Rhea, Mr. Faux, Mr. Miley, Mr. Gore, Mr. D. Stewart, Mr. Nevil and Mr. Riley be a committee,
It

:

conformably to the foregoing refolution.
petition of James MUlegan and Hugh Lenox, together
Refolved,
with all papers relating to the lame, be taken from the files of the late
Houfe, and referred to Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Nevil, to report

to bring in

a bill

That the

thereon.

owners of lands in the frontier and
other counties of this ftate, with the papers accompanying the fame, be
taken from the files of the late Houfe, and referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. Britton, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Lilley, Mr. Clingan, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Ryerfon, to
Refolved,

That the

petition of the

report thereon.
Refolved,

That

a

committee be appointed,

to take into their confideration

the propriety of paffing an aft to regulate the export of pot and pearl

from

this ftate,

and

to

make

allies

report.

Ordered, That Mr. Boys, Mr. Chapman and Mr. Johnjlon be a committee,
for the purpofe contained in the laft of the foregoing refolutions.
relating to the
Refolved, That the petition of Lewis Prahl, with all papers
and
referred
to Mr. Lewis,
Houfe,
fame, be taken from the files of the late
Mr. Chapman and Mr. D. Stewart, to report thereon.

F

Refolved,

[

«

]

Refohed, That the petition of William Haffall, with the feveral papers refpeding the fame, be taken from the files of the late Houfe, and referred
to Mr. Rawle, Mr. Barr and Mr. Nevil, to report thereon.
Refohed, That the reprefentation and petition of divers inhabitants of the
borough and county of York, reflecting the fifhery in the rivers Codorus and
Conewago, be taken from the files of the late Houfe, and referred to the
members from the county of York, to report thereon.
And Refohed, That the report of the committee on the petition of the inhabitants of Shippenfburg, in Cumberland county, together with faid petition,
and refolve of the Houfe thereon of the twenty-feventh day of March,
1789, be referred to the members from the counties of Cumberland and
Franklin, to report thereon.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

'Tuefday,

to-morrow, A.

November

10,

M.

A. M.

1789.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
John M'Dowell, Efquire, elected a Reprefentative for the county of Chejl er,
appearing in the Houfe, was qualified conformably to the directions of the
conftitution, and the addition and exception thereto, as agreed upon by this
Houfe, as well as the oath prefcribed by an act of the United States patted
the firft day of June laft.
A petition from 90 inhabitants of the townfhips of Manahan and Newberry, in the county of York, was read, referring to their petition prefented to the late Houfe of Aftembly, Augujl 26th laft, and praying the
fame may be taken into confideration, and relief granted them in the premifes.

A
read

Ordered to lie on the table.
letter from David Rittenhoufe, Efquire, Treafurer of
:

On

this

ftate,

was

Whereupon,
motion of Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Gurney,

The faid letter was by fpecial order read the fecond time, in order to introduce the following refolution, viz.
Refohed, That this Houfe are fenfible of the integrity and afliduity with
which the late Treafurer, David Rittenhoufe, Efquire, has fulfilled the duties
of his appointment, and direct that his letter, prefented this day, be placed
on the minutes of this Houfe.
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the refolution f"

—

It

was unanimoufly carried

The

letter is as follows,

p

ON

in the affirmative.

viz.

November 9th, 1789.

account of the very unfavorable ftate of my health, as well as
becaufe I moft earneftly wifh to devote fome of the few remaining
hours of my life to a favorite fcience, I find myfelf under the neceffity of
declining the office of Treafurer.
I have now held that office for almoft thirteen years, having been annually
appointed by the unanimous voice, fo far as I know, of the Reprefentatives
of

*3
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of the freemen of this ftate. A circumftance I (hall ever reflect on with
Satisfaction, and which does me the greateft honor.
I will not pay fo ill a compliment to thole I owe fo much, as to fuppofe
the principal motive in thefe repeated appointments was any other than the
public good ; but I am, neverthelefs, very willing to believe that a regard
to my intereft was not wholly out of view ; and I ihall perhaps never have
another opportunity of expreffing, with fo much propriety, my fincereft
gratitude to the Reprefentatives of my countrymen, whofe favor I have indeed often experienced on other occafions.
I accepted the treafury when it was attended with difficulty and danger,
Soon afterwards a
and coniequently when there was no competition for it.
prodigiouily
accumulated, made it extremely burthendepreciated currency,
fome, without any profpecT; of profit.
In a more favorable fituation of our
affairs it might have been lucrative, had not the very fmall commiffions
allowed by law been fcarcely equal to the rifque of receiving and paying.
In 1785 my commiffions were increafed, and the office was for lbme time

but the difficulties, or remiffnefs, in collecting the public reveIf, however, the
nues again reduced it to a very moderate compenlation.
embarraffments of the office have in general been little understood by thofe
not immediately concerned in it, if the emoluments of it have been greatly
exaggerated in the public opinion, I am ftill the more obliged to the feveral
Affemblies, who, under thefe impreffions, have neverthelefs continued me

profitable

;

long their Treafurer.
The confidence of the public I have ever efteemed fo invaluable a poffeffion, that it has been my fixed determination not to forfeit it by any volunWhere my condudt has been deficient in the
tary a£t of impropriety.
difcharge of my duty, I hope it will be imputed to want of ability, and
not of integrity.
Fully fcnfible of the importance of the office I have the honor to hold,
I chearfully commit it into the hands of thofe, who properly are, and ever
mull, be, the guardians of the public good.

fo

I am,

SI

R,

With great

refpefl,

Tour much obliged and very humble fervant,

DAVID RITTENHOUSE.
The Honorable

^Speaker

of AJfembly.

On

motion of Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Gurney,

Ordered,

That Friday next be

affigned for the election of a Treafurer of

and that it be the order for that day.
The committee appointed November 5th, on that part of the meffage of
againft
Council which refpeds the limitation of the time for bringing fuits
exhibiting claims againft the
the fureties of Sheriffs, and of the time for
the late war, made report,
during
fervices
ftate for fupplies and perfonal
which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred that part of the menage of the
relates to the time of bringPrefident and Supreme Executive Council which
of exhibiting claims againft
time
the
ing fuits againft Sheriffs, and alfo to
the late war, report
the ftate for fupplies and perfonal fervices during
this ftate,

That

>4

[
That the firft
them having

]

that paragraph of the meffage committed
examine with attention the prefent laws relative to the fecurity given by Sheriffs and Coroners on receiving their
commiffions, the whole plan has appeared to them defective in the fafety
intended to be derived, both to the ftate and individuals, from the fecurities directed to be given, which are merely of a perfonal nature, while,
from the ambiguous expreffions of the law, it is doubted whether thole
fecurities are not liable, after judgment obtained, at almoft any diftance
of time, to any amount to which the delinquency of the officer may exto

propofition

led

them

in

to

tend.

Agreeably to their inftructions they therefore report a bill, to be entituled
An A£l to alter and amend the laws of this Jlate relative to the Jure ties to
be given by Sheriffs and Coroners, for the faithful execution of their trujls,
" and alfo to limit the time of bringing Juits againf fuch Jureties.
With regard to the fecond fubject in the before mentioned paragraph of the
meffage referred to them, it appears to the committee that the evil mentioned
therein is of a ferious nature, many unexpected demands for fupplies and fervices during the late war continuing to be brought forward by individuals,
fome of which relate to periods fo diftant as to render it difficult to determine, by proper evidence, whether they are juft or unjuft.
The committee, having taken the liberty to feparate two fubjects fo diftindt
**

*

'

in their nature,

tuled

"
"

**

to their inftructions, in reporting a bill,

to limit the time

of exhibiting claims againjl the

to be enti-

Jlate,

for fup-

furnijhed or fervices rendered by individuals during the late war."
Whereupon the bill, entituled " An ASl relating to the Jureties to be given
by Sheriffs and Coroners," was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

plies

And
**

conform

" An Acl

"

entituled

An

ASl

the time of exhibiting claims
againf the fate, for fupplies furnijhed or Jervices rendered during the late

the

bill,

war," was
Ordered

The
fterday,

alfo read the firft time,

to lie

on the

to limit

and

table.

petition of divers inhabitants of the county of Cumberland, read ye-

was read the fecond time.

That it be referred, together with their former petition, to Mr.
M'Dowell and Mr. Miley, to report thereon.
On motion of Mr. Carjon, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,
Refolved, That one hundred copies of the amendments propofed by Con-

Ordered,
Paul, Mr.

grefs to the conftitution of the

United States be printed, for the ufe of the

members of this Houfe.
The Houfe refumed the

confideration of the report of the committee to
infpec~t the minutes of the late Houle, and report fuch bufinefs as may be
neceffary to lay before this Houfe, poftponed November 4th : Whereupon,

On

motion of Mr. Wright, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,

Ordered, That all papers relating to the claims of George Vallcndigham,
Gabriel Coxe, and others, be taken off the files of the late Houfe, and referred to Mr. Ealer, Mr. Wright and Mr. Nevil, to report thereon.
Ordered, That the further confideration of the faid report be poftponed.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

M.
Wednefday,

[^5]
Wednefday^ November
The Houfe met

A

n,

1789.

A.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from divers inhabitants of the county of Wajlrington was read,
fetting forth, that the inhabitants of this ftate refiding on the weft fide
of
the Allegheny mountain labour under great inconvenience, on account of
petition

the defedls as well as impracticability of executing the law refpedino- the
&
taking up ftray horfes and cattle ; and praying the faid law may be re vifed
and amended.
Ordered to lie on the table.

A

from Cadwalader Evans was

petition

Treafurer of this

A

read, praying

Ordered to lie on the table.
from Thomas Smith, Efquire, was prefented to the

letter

praying to be appointed Treafurer of this

Ordered

to lie

The committee
Efquire,

made

to be

appointed

ftate.

chair,

and read,

ftate.

on the table.
appointed November 9th, on the petition of William Lyon,

report,

which was

read, as follows, viz.
the report of the committee of the late Houfe
on the petition of William Lyon, Efquire, and the refolution taken thereon,
were referred, report

The committee,

to

whom

That it appears to the committee right and proper, in confideration of the
peculiar circumftances of the cafe of the faid Wiliia?n Lyon, that the relief
propofed to be extended to him by the late Houfe fhould be now granted,
the faid William Lyon having facrificed a confiderable portion of his private
property to the prefervation of the public records: They are farther of opinion that the divifions of the county of Cumberland, of which he is Prothonotary, having diminished the profits of his office, it would be reafonable
that the time of exoneration from the payment of the tax on writs iffued from
his office fhould be enlarged beyond that propofed by the late Houfe
They
therefore fubmit the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to exonerate
William Lyon, Efquire, Prothonotary of the county of Cumberland, from the
payment of the tax upon writs for the four terms of the county court of
common pleas for the faid county next preceding the term of September
1789, and to exempt from taxation for fix terms next enfuing, and including
the faid term of September 1789, all writs iffuing from the faid court, if the
laid William Lyon fhall fo long continue Prothonotary thereof.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 9th, to take into confideration the
propriety of paffing an ad to regulate the export of pot and pearl afhes from
:

this ftate,

made

report,

which was

Your committee, appointed

read, as follows, viz.

the propriety of
paffing an ad: to regulate the export of pot and pearl afhes, report
That from the prefent appearance pot and pearl afhes will probably become a confiderable branch of export ; therefore offer the following refoluto

take into confideration

tion,

Refolved,
into a law,

That

a

committee be appointed

to bring in a bill, to be paffed

authorifing the Prefident or Vice-Prefident in Council to appoint an officer to infped all pot and pearl allies, previous to their being

ihipped.

G

On

[

On
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motion,

That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Car/on be a committee,
to inform Council that the Houfe are ready to proceed to the election of a
Prefident and Vice-Prefident of the Supreme Executive Council.
The petition of 'John Cart, read November 9th, was read the fecond
Ordered,

time.
Ordered,

That

it

be referred to the committee on claims, appointed No-

vember 3d inftant.

The committee

appointed to inform Council that the Houfe were ready to
proceed to the election of a Prefident and Vice-Prefident of the Supreme
Executive Council reported their having performed that fervice, and received
For anfwer, that Council would immediately attend for that purpofe.
The Supreme Executive Council being introduced into the Afiembly
Chamber, conformably to the refolution of the fixth inftant, proceeded, in
conjunction with the Houfe, to the election of a Prefident and Vice-Prefident of the Supreme Executive Council, purfuant to the nineteenth fection
of the conftitution, and unanimoufly elected, by ballot, His Excellency
Efquire, Prefident, and the Honorable
Efquire, Vice-Prefident, for the enfuing year ; and
the members of Council and General Afiembly having feverally figned a de-

THOMAS MIFFLIN,
GEORGE

ROSS,

claration thereof,

The Houfe

then, in the order of proceflion, attended the proclamation df
the Prefident and Vice-Prefident, at the old Court-houfe, in the city *of
Philadelphia, and having returned to the Afiembly Chamber,
Adjourned until ten o'clock tormorrow, A. M.

c

rhurfday y November 12, 1789.

The Houfe met

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

Petitions from Michael Hillegas and Chriftian frebiger were read, feverally

praying to be appointed Treafurer of this

ftate.

Ordered to lie on the table..
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of North"
empton was read, fetting forth, that William Cortwright, an inhabitant of
Lower- Smithfield, in the faid county, was taken .prifoner in the year 1781
by a party of Indians ; that on the day following, in an vengagement between the militia, and s/the faid party of Indians, he was re-taken, and dangeroufly wounded, of which wounds he has ibeen languifhing ever fince,
and is entirely unable to fupport himfelf and family; therefore praying this
Houfe to take their diftrefled fituation into confideration, and grant them
.

-

.

fuch relief

as.

may

Ordered to

The
berry,

be deemed proper.

on the table.
90 inhabitants of the townfhips of Manaban and Newin the county of York, read November 10th, was read the fecond
petition

lie

of.

time.

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Gurney, Mr. -Brit ton, Mr. Chapman,
Mr. Thomas, Mr. Erb, Mr. Ludwig, Mr. Eater, Mr. Ryerfon and Mr. Riley,
to report thereon.

A

from 460 inhabitants of the county of Tork was read, praying
county may be erecled into a feparate.county j and on moand by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.

petition

a part of the faid
tion,

Ordered,

C
That

Ordered*
thereon.

*7

oe referred to the

it

]
laft

named committee,

to

report

The petition of divers inhabitants of the counties of Cumberland and Dauphin, read November 9th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the members for the counties of Cumberland and Dauphin, to report thereon.

The

petition of

time.
Ordered,

That

it

James Rowan, read November 9th, was read the fecond
be referred to the

members

for the city and county of

Philadelphia, to report thereon.

The committee appointed November 9th, on the petition of James Millegan and Hugh Lenox, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee on the petition of James Millegan and Hugh Lenox, who,
as they fet forth in their faid petition, have paid purchafe

monies to the late
lands
Proprietaries for which no
have been furveyed, for reafons ftated by the
petitioners, have examined into the feveral matters fet forth in the faid petiand are of opinion the prayer thereof fhould be complied with ; but as
cafes fimilar to that of the petitioners exift in the ftate, your
committee conceive a general law fhould be enacted on the fubject They

tion,

a number of

:

therefore report
Refolved,

That the

petition of

James Millegan and Hugh Lenox be

referred

committee appointed on the re-locating bufinefs, with inftruclions to
comprehending the cafe of James Millegan and Hugh Lenox,

to the

infert a claufe

and

perfons in like circumftances.
And on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
On the queftionj ** Will the Houfe agree to the refolution contained in the
all

—

faid report ?'
It

was moved by Mr. Raw/e, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,

To

ftrike

out the remainder of the refolution, after the words

"

re-locating

bufinefs."

Which was

carried in the affirmative, and the refolution adopted, as fol-

lows, viz.
petition of James Millegan and Hugh Lenox be referred
on the re-locating bufinefs.
appointed
to the committee
The committee appointed November 5th, on that part of the meflage of
Council relative to the Health-office, made report, which was read, as folRefolved,

That the

lows, viz.
The committee, to

whom

was

referred that part of the mefTage

from the

Prefident and Supreme Executive Council relative to the Health-office, re-

port——
appears to the committee that the exifting laws are defective, both
twith refpect to the mode of preventing the introduction of infectious difeafes,
and to the allowance of an adequate provision to the officer.: The following
refolution is therefore fubmitted, viz.
to amend the
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill,
feveral ads of Aflembly of this ftate for preventing the introduction of infec-

That

it

tious dileafes.
to lie on the table.
report on the petition of William Lyon, read .yefterday,

Ordered

The

iecond time

:

was read the

Whereupon
Refolved,

[
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Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to exonerate
William Lyon, Efquire, Prothonotary of the county of Cumberland, from the
payment of the tax upon writs for the four terms of the county court of common pleas for the faid county next preceding the term of September 1789, and
to exempt from taxation for fix terms next enfuing, and including the faid

term of September 1789, all writs ifluing from the faid court, if the faid William Lyon fhall fo long continue Prothonotary thereof.
Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Chapman and Mr. Rhea be a committee, for
the purpofes contained in the foregoing refolution.
The committee appointed November 5th, on that part of the meflage of
Council which refpects certificates bearing intereft at fix per centum, given
for the purchafe of horfes and provifions for the army of the United States,
made report, which was read, as follows, viz.

The committee,

whom

was referred that part of the meflage from the
Prefident and Council which relates to certificates iflued by the agents of this
ftate, for provifions and horfes furnifhed for the army of the United States,
agreeable to an adr. of Aflembly pafled the firft day of June, 1780, beg leave
to

to report

of the above defcription unrepounds
paper bills of 1781, and
deemed, to
are of opinion that the time ought to be limited for the exchanging all fuch

That they

find

there are

fiill

the amount of four

certificates
thou,land

certificates.

Refohed, That this report be committed to the committee that may be
appointed to bring in a bill, as mentioned in the report prefented to the
chair the fixth inftant, refpe&ing the refolve money of 1775, 1776 and
1777, with inftru&ions to add a claufe or claufes to the bill they may be
directed to bring in, comprehending the fubject referred to your committee.

Ordered

to lie

on the table.

The

report of the committee appointed to take into confideration the
propriety of pafiing an act to regulate the export of pot and pearl afhes,

read yefterday, was read the fecond time

:

Whereupon

committee be appointed

to bring in a bill, to be paffed
Refohed, That a
into a law, authorifing the Prefident or Vice-Prefident in Council to appoint an officer to infpect all pot and pearl afb.es, previous to their being fhipped, with inftruclions to the faid committee to infert in the bill a claufe
or claufes, pointing out the duty of the officer, and fuch other matters as
in their opinion properly fall within the fubject.
Ordered, That Mr. Boys, Mr. Chapman and Mr. Johnfton be a committee, for the purpofes contained in the foregoing refolution.
The report of the committee on that part of the meflage of Council refpe&ing the bills of credit emitted in the years 1775, 1776 and 1777, read
November 6th, was read the fecond time.
And in debating the following refolution, viz.
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, limiting the
time for exchanging the bills of. credit emitted in the years 1775, 1776 and

1777.
It

was moved by Mr. Hiltzheimer, feconded by Mr. Gurney,

the further confideration of the faid refolution be poftponed, in order
to take up, for a fecond reading, the report read this forenoon, on that part
of the meflage of Council which refpedts certificates bearing intereft at fix

That

per

29
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per centum, given for the purchafe of horfes and provifions for the army of the
United States, for the purpofe of comprehending both fubjedts in one refolution.

Which was carried in the affirmative, the report read the fecond time, and
the following refolution adopted, viz.
Rejblved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, limiting the
time for exchanging the bills of credit emitted in the years 1775, 1776 and
1777 ; and the laid committee are inftrudted to infert in the faid bill, if they
a claufe or claufes on the fubjedt of fuch of the certificates illued
by the agents of this ftate, agreeably to an act of Affembly of the firfl day
of "June, 1780, as remain unredeemed.
Ordered, That Mr. Gurney, Mr. Clingan and Mr. Nevilbe a committee, to
bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
fee proper,

The

entituled

" An Acl

to limit the time

of exhibiting claims againjl
thejlate, for fupplies fumi/Jjed or fervices rendered during the late war," was
read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith publifhed for confideration.
Tranfcripts of the afieffments for furnifhing the quota of this ftate towards
paying the annual intereft of the debts of the United States, and for furnifhing and paying the intereft of the public debts of this ftate, for the year
1789, laid on the perfons and property of the inhabitants of the city and
county of Philadelphia, were prefented to the chair, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.
bill,

"

Friday,

November

13,

1789.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
Stephen Balliot, hfquire, elected a Reprefentative for the county of Northampton, appearing in the Houfe, was qualified conformably to the directions
of the constitution, and the addition and exception thereto, as agreed upon
by this Houfe, as well as the oath prefcribed by an act of the United States
the firft day of June laft.
John Harris, Efquire, appearing in the Houfe, and demanding his feat as
the Reprefentative for the county of Mifflin, was qualified conformably to the
directions of the conftitution, and the addition and exception thereto, as
agreed upon by this Houfe, as well as the oath prefcribed by an act of the

.paffed

day of June laft.
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of the county of Wafnngton,
read November nth, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Ryerfon, Mr. Gilchreejl and Mr. Finley,

United

States paffed the

to report thereon.
The petition of a
'

firft

the inhabitants of the county of NorthampCortwright, read yefterday,
ton, refpedting the diftreffed fituation of William
was read the lecond time.
and Mr. Car/on, to
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Paul, Mr. Ealer
report thereon.
chair,
refolution of the Supreme Executive Council was prefented to the

number of

.

A

-and read, as follows, viz.

H

In
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COUNCIL,

]

Philadelphia,

November 12th, 1789.

Refohed,

THAT

Mr. Miles, Mr. Smith and Mr. Wilfon be a committee, to conwith a committee of the General Affembly (mould the Houfe think
proper to appoint a committee for the purpofe) on the diflrefled fituation
of the wounded and difabled foldiers of the Pennfyhania line, the payment
of whofe penfions under the laws of the flate hath ceafed, and who will
be deprived of fupport until the fifth of March next, the time fixed by
Congrefs for the payment of their penfions at the treafury of the United

fer

States.

Extract from the Minutes,

CHARLES BID DLL,
And on

Secretary.

motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond

time.

Ordered, That Mr. Gurney, Mr. Moore and Mr. Nevil be a committee,
to confer with the committee of Council on the fubjecl of the faid refolve,
and report thereon.

The committee

appointed November 9th, on the reprefentation of the
Board of Wardens of the port of Philadelphia, and the petition of the firfl
rate Pilots of the bay and river Delaware, made report, which was read,
as follows, viz.

whom were referred the refolutions of the late Houfe
application of the Board of Wardens, and that part of the
meffage of the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council which called upon
The

committee, to

relative to the

the Houfe for their fpeedy attention thereto, beg leave to report
That from the effedts of the laws and regulations made by the Congrefs
of the United States, the Board of Wardens of the port of Philadelphia
labour under great inconveniencies, and it is neceffary that fome fpeedy provifion fhould be made in the premifes
They therefore fubmit the following
:

refolution, viz.

Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to amend the
feveral acls of Affembly of this flate relative to the Board of Wardens of
the port of Philadelphia.
And on motion, and by fpecial order, the faid report was read the fecond

time

:

Whereupon,

Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to amend the
feveral adts of Affembly of this flate relative to the Board of Wardens of the
port of Philadelphia.
Ordered, That the members for the city and county of Philadelphia be a
committee, for the purpofes contained in the foregoing refolution.
The committee appointed November 9th, on the letter from his Excellency the Prefident inclofing the accounts of Trumbull, Marmie and Company,

made

report,

which was

The committee,

to

read, as follows, viz.

whom

was

referred that part of the bufinefs

recom-

mended by Council, relative to the claim of MefTieurs Turnbull, Marmie
and Company, report
That they have duly examined the papers and enquired into the circumflances of faid claim, and are of opinion with the committee of a former
Houfe,

C

3i

]

whole report of the 4 th of October, 1788, was adopted by the
Houfe, that the amount of a warrant drawn by the Board of Treafury
of the United States on Thomas Smith, Efquire, Continental Loan- Officer,
and by him credited to the account of the requilitions of Congrefs about
the month of June, ijSy, for the fum of Three Thoufand Dollars, fpecie,
is yet due from this ftate to the faid Tumbull, Marmie and Company, together with intereft at fix per centum per annum on the fame, from the date
of the afiumption of the faid debt by the State Treafurer ; but that the
depreciation claimed on the fum of two hundred and four pounds
fifteen
fallings, which the faid Tumbull, Marmie and Company, ftate to have
received in the bills of credit of this ftate, the committee are of opinion
ought not to be allowed, as the faid Tumbull, Marmie and Company, at
their own option, received the fame in full for a warrant for Five Thoufand
The committee therefore offer the following refolution, viz.
Dollars
Refolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be authorifed to draw an
order on the State Treafurer, in favor of Meffieurs Tumbull, Marmie and
Company, for the fum of twelve hundred and eighty-five pounds fix Jlnllings
and three pence, in full of their claims, to be paid out of the five thoufand
pounds fpecially appropriated by law for the payment of claims, as foon as
that fund fhall be fufficiently productive.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The report read yefterday, on that part of the meflage of Council relative
to the Health Office, was read the fecond time: Whereupon
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to amend
the feveral ads of Aflembly of this ftate for preventing the introduction
of infectious difeafes.
Ordered, That the members for the city and county of Philadelphia be a
committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe proceeded to the election of
a Treafurer of this ftate, and the ballots being taken, it appeared that Chrifiian Febiger, Efquire, was duly elected.
On motion,
Ordered, That Mr. Ryerfon be added to the committee appointed to examine the laws and minutes of the Houfe, prepare them for publication, and
.Houfe,

:

correct

them

at the prefs.

On

motion of Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,
That a committee be appointed to examine the laws of this ftate,
acts have expired, or are near expiring by their own limitawhat
and report
Refolved,

tion.

Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Raivle and Mr. Hoge be a committee, for
the purpofe contained in the foregoing refolution.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled f* An
" Ac! to compenfate William Lyon, Efquire," which was read the firft time,

and

•"
*'

"

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
A£l directing the payment of the accounts of jundry Deputy-Surveyors of the
depreciation lands," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled " An Acl relating to the fureties to be given by Sheriffs
and Coroners," was read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered,

[
Ordered, That

3*

]

be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publish-

it

ed for confideration.

Mr. Kennedy, in his place, read a bill, entituled " An AB to continue an
" acl, entituled " An Act for opening and amending the public roads and
" highways," and, leave having been obtained for that purpofe, prefented
the fame to the chair, when it was read the firft time, and
Ordered
Adjourned

to lie

on the

table.

until ten o'clock

Saturday,

to-morrow, A.

November 14,

M.

1789.

A. M.

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
Remonftrances and petitions from the inhabitants of the townfhips of
Lack, Mi/ford, Fermanagh and Greenwood, in the county of Mifflin, were
read, remonftrating againft the aft, entituled " An Acl for erecling certain
" parts of Cumberland and Northumberland counties into a feparate county,"
and praying the lines of the faid county of Mifflin may be altered conformably to the prayer of the petitions of 1726 inhabitants refiding on the north
fide of Tufcarora Mountain, read in a former Houfe of Aflembly, February
27th, 1788, and that the inhabitants of the aforefaid townfhips may be reannexed to the county of Cumberland, or the feat of juftice for the faid
county of Mifflin fixed agreeably to the bill published for confideration.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from the inhabitants of Greenwood townfhip, in the comity of
Mifflin, of a fimilar tenor with the foregoing remonftrances and petitions,
was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from a number of the inhabitants of Potter's and Bald Eagle
townfhips, in the county of Mifflin, were read, praying they may be reannexed to the county of Northumberland.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petitipn from Alexander Lewis, fames Gamble and Patterfon Bell, read in
the late Houfe of Aflembly, September 22d laft, was prefented to the chair,
read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 7th inftant, on the petition of Hannibal William Dobbyn, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee on the petition of Hannibal William Dobbyn report
That they have duly coniidered the Subject matter of the laid petition, and
although the fettlement of the weftern lands is an object very defirable, and
worthy the attention and encouragement of the General Afiembly, yet they
are of opinion that the terms propofed by the petitioner are inadmifiible:
They

therefore offer the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That Hannibal William Dobbyn have leave to

withdraw

his pe-

tition.

Ordered

The

bill,

to lie

on the

entituled

table.

" An Acl

to continue

an

act, entituled

" An

Acl; for

open-

ing and amending the public roads and highways within this province,"
was read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publifh*'

ed for confideration.

The

-

[
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The bill, entituled " An Ac~l directing
" dry Deputy-Surveyors of the depreciation
and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for
for

lished

]
the payment of the accounts of junlands," was read the fecond time,

a third

reading, and forthwith pub-

confideration.

An A£l to compenfate William Lyon, Efquire," was
read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publishThe

entituled

bill,

"

ed for confideration.

Adjourned

until three o'clock

Monday

,

on Monday next, P.

November

16,

M.

1789.

P.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
a number of the members of the corporation of the
Proteftant Epifcopal Church of Saint John, in the borough of York, was
read, fetting forth, that although the utmofl exertions have been made to
procure the collection of the fubferiptions for erecting the academy and
parfonage of the aforefaid church and corporation, and to raife a fum of
money on mortgage to complete the fame, and pay off the remaining debts,
it is found impracticable ; and praying they may be by law enabled to raife,
by way of lottery, the fum of feven hundred and twenty-three pounds fij~teen
fnllings, for the purpofes aforefaid.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of the Commifiioners and Treafurer of Huntingdon county,
read in the late Houfe September 28th lad, was prefented to the chair, and
read; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond
time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Baird, Mr. Moore and Mr. D. Stewart,
to report thereon.
The petition of Alexander Lewis, fames Gamble and Patterfon Bell, read
November 14th inftant, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the members from Lancajler county, to

A

petition

from

report thereon.

motion of Mr. Harris, -Seconded by Mr. Hoge,
Refolved, That a committee be appointed, to take into their confideration
the Security to be given by the State Treafurer, and report what they deem

On

proper thereupon.
Ordered,

That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Rawle and Mr. Hoge be

a committee, for

the purpofes contained in the foregoing refolution.
The committee appointed November 10th inftant, on the petition of divers
inhabitants of the county of Cumberland, made report, which was read, as
follows, viz.

committee, to whom was referred the petition of fome of the inhabitants of the county of Cumberland, report
That they have examined into the fituation of the petitioners and other
is of
fettlers north and north-weft of the Blue Mountain, and find it
the s^reateft importance to them that a road Should be made for carriages
through
I

The

[
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through that part of the mountain called Croghan's Gap and Whites Narrows, there being no other poffible road by which they can tranfport their
produce to market: Your committee alio find, that that part of the county
is fo thinly inhabited, and fo extremely poor, that the people cannot make
the road paffable for carriages by the exifting road laws of" the ftate
Imprefled with thefe considerations, your committee offer the following refolu:

tion, viz.

Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be parted
into a law, empowering the Supreme Executive Council to draw an order
on the State Treafurer for the fum of
pounds, to
be paid out of the five thoufand pounds appropriated for claims and improvements by an act palled the 28th day of September, 1789, to be laid out in
repairing that part of the road over the Blue Mountain, commonly called
Croghan's Gap and White's Narrows.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 10th, on the petition of Gabriel
Coxe, George Vallendighajn and others, made report, which was read, as
follows, viz.

The committee, to whom were referred the claims of Gabriel Coxe, Andrew Sweringen and George Vallendigham, report
That having carefully examined the faid claims, with the papers and
vouchers refpecting the fame, do find that in the year 1780, when the
frontier inhabitants of JVaJJjington county were forely harraffed by the cruel
depredations of the Indians, at which time the government of Virginia
ceafed to give protection, and the government of Pennfylvania had not yet
began to operate, and confequently before the militia had come under any
organization, fo as to give immediate relief to the fufFering frontiers, then
on the very point of breaking at this period the faid Gabriel Coxe, George
Vallendigham and Andrew Sweringen Stepped forth, and, Stimulated by truly
generous and patriotic principles, engaged Captain Thomas Bay to raife a
company of rangers for the defence of thofe helplefs and diftreSTed people,
whofe local fituation expofed them to all that carnage and barbarity which
mark the footfteps of favage cruelty, becoming furety to the faid Captain
Bay for the payment of him and his men for fuch fervice.
The company was raifed and the duty performed, which contributed
much to the Safety and protection of the faid frontiers and the faid Gabriel
Coxe, George Vallendigham and Andrew Sweringen did pay to the faid Captain
Thomas Bay and company the fum of two hundred and fifty -Jive pounds,
with cofts of fuit, as appears from the copy of record of the court of Wajloington, which accompanies the claim.
From thefe premifes, your committee are of opinion that Gabriel Coxe,
George Vallendigham and Andrew Sweringen are juftly entitled to have the money by them advanced in payment of Captain 'Thomas Bay and company refunded by this ftate and therefore offer the following refolution, viz.
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to authorife
the President and Supreme Executive Council to draw orders on the Treafurer of this ftate for the fum of two hundred and fifty -five pounds, and that
the fame be paid out of the funds appropriated to the uie of claims and im-

—

;

;

provements.
Ordered to

lie

on the

table.

The

—
[
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The committee

appointed November 13th, to confer with a committee of
the Supreme Executive Council on the fubject of the payment of pennons
due to the wounded and difabled foldiers of the Pennfyhania line, made report,

which was

read, as follows, viz.

The committee, who were

directed to confer with a

preme Executive Council on the

diftreiled fituation

committee of the Suof the wounded and dif-

abled foldiers of the Pennfyhania line, report—
That it appears there are about one hundred and

fifty wounded and difabled
without any means of fubfiftence until the provifion made
by Congrefs mall take place, which will not be until the fifth day of March
next ; that in the mean time thofe people will be reduced to extreme want,
to relieve which your committee offer the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be authorifed to draw an
order or orders on the State Treafurer for the fum of one thoufand founds,
out of the monies referved for claims and improvements, in four drafts, of
two hundred and fifty pounds each, for the ufe of the wounded and difabled
foldiers of the Pennfyhania line, and that Council be requefted to direct fuch
fecurities to be taken, as they (hall deem fufficient to fecure the re-payment
of faid monies into the treafury of this flate, whenever and fo foon as the
fame fhall be recovered from the treafury of the United States.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The report on the petition of Hannibal William Dobbyn, read November
Whereupon
14th, was read the fecond time
That
Hannibal
William
Dobbyn have leave to withdraw his peRefolved,

foldiers,

who

are

:

tition

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

^tuefday,

to-morrow, A.

November

17,

M.

1789.

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
The committee appointed November 13th, on

A. M.

the petition of a

number of

the inhabitants of the county of Northampton, made report, which was
read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of a number of the
inhabitants of Northampton county, refpecting the diftreffed fituation of

William Cortwright, report
That they have paid due attention to the prayer of the petitioners, and
notwithftanding they feel fenfibly for the diftrefTed and calamitous condition
of the object of the petition, and however willing they may be that the ftate
fhould contribute to the relief of the poor and diftrefTed, yet they conceive
that extending legiflative aid to William Cortwright would have a tendency to
open fuch a door for applications, as would involve the Legiflature in innu-

Thefe confiderations induce the committee to offer the
merable difficulties
following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That the prayer of the petitioners of Northampton county in favor of William Cortwright cannot be granted, and that they have leave to
:

withdraw their petition.
Ordered to lie on the

table.

The

.

[
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The committee

appointed yefterday, to take into their confideration the feby the State Treasurer, made report, which was read, as
given
be
curity to
follows, viz.

The committee

appointed to take into their confideration the fecurity to
State
Treasurer, and report what they deem proper therethe
by
given
be

upon, report

That it appears expedient that fuitable provifion fliould be made, to require of the Treafurer of the flate for the time being to give fecurity for the
due execution of his truft, and that fuch fecurity fliould be approved of
by the Speaker of the Houfe : The following refolution is therefore fubmitted:
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to afcertain
the fecurity to be given by the Treafurer of the flate for the time being.
And on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond

time

:

Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill,
to afcertain the fecurity to be given by the Treafurer of the flate for the time

Whereupon

being.

Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Raivle and Mr. Hoge be a committee, for
the purpofe contained in the foregoing refolution.
The committee appointed November 9th, on the reprefentation and petition of divers inhabitants of the borough and county of York, refpecting the
rifhery in the rivers Codorus and Conewago, made report, which was read, as
follows, viz.

The committee, to whom were referred the petitions of a number of the
inhabitants of the borough and county of York, both in favor of and againft
the fifheries in the rivers Codorus and Conewago, report
That in the opinion of your committee, although the fiflieries in faid rivers may have been of confiderable benefit to the inhabitants of the borough
and county of York, yet the public works eredted on faid rivers have been
done at very confiderable expence to the owners, and are of general utility to
the faid borough and county, and to oblige the faid owners to erecl: platforms, agreeable to the prayer of the petitioners, at this time would be opTherefore offer the following refolution, viz.
preflive
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be pafled
into a law, to fufpend for a limited time the acl, entituled " An AB for
" regulating the fJJjeries in the rivers Codorus and Conewago," pafled the
ninth day of March, 1 771
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed to infpecT: the minutes of the late Houfe of
Affembly, and bring forward fuch bufinefs as may be neceflary to lay before
this Houfe, made a further report, as follows, viz.
The committee appointed to infpecT: the minutes of the late Houfe of
Affembly, and bring forward fuch bufinefs as may be neceflary to lay before
this Houfe, beg leave farther to report, as follows, viz.
:

townfhip, in
Franklin county, refpecling the tax laid in the year 1782, together with the
report thereon, be committed.
Rejolved, That the refolution of the late Houfe of Affembly of the 29th
of September laft, refpecting the repairing of Mud-I/land, be referred to a
Rejolved,

That the

petition of the inhabitants of Peter's

committee.
Refolved,
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That the

refolution of the late Houfe of AfTembly of the 14th
reipe&ing the appointment of a perfon of competent legal
talents to digeft and arrange the laws of this ftate, &c. be committed.
Refolved, That the petition of Blackall William Ball, Peter Pbelen and
William Clingan, refpecting loft certificates, be taken from the files, and referred to a committee, together with the report of a committee thereon.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 13th inftant, on the petition of a
number of the inhabitants of the county of Wajhington, made report, which
Refolved,

•of September laft,

was

read, as follows, viz.

The committee,

to

whom

was

referred the petition of a

number of

inhabitants of Waflnngton county,

refpecting ftray horfes, cattle,
the law to regulate wood-rangers, beg leave to report

That

it is

the

&c. and

impoffible to regulate the wood-ranging bufinefs otherwife, than
would be greater than the benefits accruing there-

that the evils ariiing

from i and that fome amendments to the act, entituled " An Ac7 concern*' ing cattle, horfes and
foeep trefpajjing within this province" efpecially reflecting the manner of advertifmg, would anfwer every purpofe that could
reafonably be expected.

They

therefore offer the following refolution,

Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to alter and
amend an act, entituled " An Act concerning cattle, horfes and jheep tref
" P aJPnS within this province ;" and to repeal fo much of an act of the late

province, paffed the ninth day of

CGunty court of quarter

May, 1724,

as

empowers and

feffions to licenfe peribns as

requires the

Rangers in their refpec-

tive counties.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 5th inftant, on that part of the meffage of Council refpecting the receipt of certificates of the United States in
the Land Office, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee on that part of the meffage of the Prefident and Supreme
Executive Council, which relates to the receipt of certificates granted by the
United States in the Land Office, beg leave to report
That while fo confiderable a part of the debt due from the ftate of Pennfylvania to its citizens remains unpaid, it appears to the committee inexpedient
that the lands, the proper and almoft the only fund for difcharging fuch debts,
fhould be applied for the redemption of the certificates granted by the United
States, which it cannot be doubted will be properly provided for by Congrefs.
Agreeably to their inftructions, they therefore report a bill, to be entituled
" An Act to repeal fo much of any aft or acls of the General Affembly of this
" fate, as authorifes and direcls the receiving of certificates of the Umted States
" in payment of lands pur chafed or to be pur chafed of this fate." Whereupon
The faid bill was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame

was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed

for a third reading,

and in the mean time

publifhed for confideration.

appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" ASl to a/certain the fecurity to be given by the Treajurer of the fate for the
" time being," which was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the
fame was read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publifh-

The committee

ed for confideration.

K

The

—
C
The
teftant

38

]

number of the members of the corporation of the ProEpifcopal Church of Saint John, in the borough of Tork, read yefterpetition of a

day, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the

members from Tork county,

to report

thereon.
report on the petition of Gabriel Coxe and others, read yefterday,
was read the fecond time.
And in debating the following refolution, contained therein, viz.

The

Rejohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to authorife the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council to draw on the Treafurer of this ftate for the fum of two hundred and fijty-jive pounds, and
that the fame be paid out of the funds appropriated to the ule of claims

**

*«

"
"
" and improvements.
A motion was made by Mr. Wright, feconded by Mr.
To amend the faid refolution, fo as to read as follows,

Allifon,

viz.

Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to authorife
the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council to draw orders on the Treafurer of this ftate for the fum of two hundred and fifty-five pounds, in favor
of Gabriel Coxe, George Vallendigham and Andrew Sweringen, for monies
advanced by them for the defence of the frontiers of this ftate during the
late war, and that the fame be paid out of the funds appropriated to the ule
of claims and improvements.
Which was carried in the affirmative.
And on the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the refolution, as amend-

" edf"
was carried in the negative.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A.
It

M.

Wednefday^ November 18, 1789.

A.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
Herman Hufband, Efquire, eleded a Reprefentative for the county of Bedford, appearing in the Houfe, was qualified conformably to the directions of
the conftitution, and the addition and exception thereto, as agreed upon by
the Houfe, as well as the oath prefcribed by an aft of the United States
paffed the

A

firft

day of June

laft.

from the inhabitants of the weft end of Beaver townfhip, in
the county of Northumberland, was read, praying they may be annexed to
the county of Mifflin ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was
petition

read the fecond time.
it be referred to Mr. Wynkcop, Mr. Miller, Mr. Kennedy,
Faux,
Mr. Gore and Mr. Harris, to report thereon.
Mr. Eater, Mr.
The petitions of a number of the inhabitants of Potter's and Bald-Eagle
townfhips, in the county of Mifflin, read November 14th, were read the fe-

Ordered, That

cond time.
Ordered,
thereon.

That they be

referred to the laft

named committee,

to report

remonftrances and petitions of the inhabitants of the townfhips of
Lack, Milford, Fermanagh and Greenwood, in the county of Mifflin, read
November 14th inftant, were read the fecond time.

The

Ordered,
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C
Ordered,

That they be

1

referred to the

laffc

named committee,

to report

thereon.

The

petition of the inhabitants of Greenwood townfhip, in the county of
Mifflin, read November 14th inltant, was read the fecond time.

Ordered,

That

it

be referred to the

laft

named committee,

to report

thereon.

from 116 inhabitants of the county of Bucks were read, fetting
that the act, entituled " An A3 for amending the penal laws of this

Petitions
forth,

Jlatef doth not anfwer the humane and falutary purpofes thereby intendand praying fome more effectual mode may be adopted for the punifliment of burglaries and highway robberies, in order to fecure the perfons and
property of the citizens of this ftate.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 9th, on the petition of the inhabitants of Shippenjburg, in the county of Cumberland, made report, which was
**

ed,

read, as follows, viz.

The committee on

of fundry inhabitants of Shippenjburg
townfhip, in Cumberland county, praying that the whole of Shippenjburg
townfhip may be and remain in Cumberland county, beg leave to offer the
following refolution, viz.
Rejblved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, to fix and eftablifh the original line between Lurgan and Hopewell townfhips to be the boundary line between Cumberland and Franklin
counties, excepting all that tract of land belonging' to Edward Shippen,
Efquire, whereon the town of Shippe?ifourg is erected, which land fhall be
and remain in Cumberland county.
And on motion, and by fpecial order, the faid report was read the fecond time, and the refolution therein contained adopted Whereupon
Ordered, That the members from the counties of Cumberland and Frankthe petition

:

lin

be a committee, to bring in a

bill

conformably

to the faid refolution.

The report read yefterday, on the petition of the inhabitants of the county
of Wajlnngton refpe&ing ilray horfes, cattle, &c. was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the lame be re-committed, and that Mr. Baird and Mr.
Marjljall be added to the committee.
The report read November 16th, on that part of the meffage of the Supreme Executive Council reflecting the penfions of wounded and difabled
foldiers of the Pennfylvania line, was read the fecond time.
A motion was then made by Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Gumey,
To poftpone the confideration of the faid report, in order to introduce the

following refolutions in lieu thereof, viz.
Refolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be authorifed and requeued
to borrow, on behalf of" this ftate, the fum of nine hundred pounds, or fo
much thereof as mall be neceffary, to be applied to the relief of the diftreffed, wounded and difabled foldiers, who have received penfions from
this ftate, to be distributed amongft them in monthly payments, proportionate to their refpective penfions.

That the Supreme Executive Council be requefled

to take effectual

mea-

borrow,
fures for infuring the re-payment of fuch monies as they may fo
proportionfuch
diftributing
by receiving from fuch foldiers, at the time of
and
ate parts of their refpective penfions, regular and fufficient transfers
aflignments

[

i
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alignments of an equal amount of their refpe&ive penfions, payable at the
treafury of the United States on the fifth day of March next.
That in cafe re-payment of fuch advances, fo made for the relief of fuch
wounded and difabled foldiers, lhall not be made at the treafury of the
United States on or before the fifth day of March next, the Supreme
Executive Council (hall be authorifed and requefted to draw orders on the
Treafurer of this ftate, in favor of perfons lending fuch monies, for the faid
fum of nine hundred pounds, or for iuch part thereof as fhall not be reimburfed on or before the faid fifth day of March next.
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, for the purpofes contained in the foregoing refolutions.

—

On

"

" Will the Houfe agree
the queftion,
aforefaid purpofe ?"

to

the pojlponement, for

the

and the propofed refolution adopted.
Ordered, That Mr. Gurney, Mr. Moore and Mr. Nevil be a committee, to
bring in a bill conformably thereto, and that Mr. Rawle be added to the
committee.
The report of a committee on the petition of a number of the inhabitants of the county of Northampton, read yefterday, was read the fecond
time: Whereupon
Refohed, That the prayer of the petitioners of Northampton county in favor of William Cortwright cannot be granted, and that they have leave to
It

was carried

withdraw

The

in the affirmative,

their petition.

report on the petition of divers inhabitants of the county of Cumber-

November 16th inftant, was read the fecond time.
That the further consideration thereof be poftponed.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" AB to a/certain the quality of pot and pearl a/hes," which was read the
firfi: time, and
land, read

Ordered,

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
<f AB for granting prefent relief to the wounded and difabled foldiers who have
" received penfions Jrom this flat e," which was read ; and on motion, and
by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, and confidered by
paragraphs.
Ordered,

That

it

be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith publish-

ed for confideration.

The

bill,

" An AB to afcertain the fecurity to be given by the
fate for the time being," was read the third time, and

entituled

"

Treasurer of the
confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered,
law.

A

That

it

be engrofled, for the purpofe of being enaded into a

motion was made by Mr. Faux,

feconded by Mr. Kennedy,

in

the

words following, viz.
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, offering a
reward, to be paid out of the public treafury, to any perfon or perfons who
/hall apprehend, and fecure in any gaol within this commonwealth, any
murderer, burglar or highway robber, fo that they be brought to juflice, and
convinced of either of the aforefaid crimes.
Ordered to lie on the table.

The

[
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The

report of the committee appointed to infpect the minutes of the
late
Houfe of AfTembly, and bring forward fuch bufinefs as may be neceflary to
lay before this Houfe, read yefterday, was read the fecond time : Where-

upon
Refolved,

That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Jobnjlon be

a

committee

on the

petition of the inhabitants of Peters townfhip, in Franklin county,
refpecting the tax laid in the year 1782, as well as the report of a commit-

of the late Houfe thereon, and to make report.
Refohed, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Gurney and Mr. Car/on be a committee
on the report of a committee of the late Houfe of AfTembly, made to that
Houfe, refpecting the repairing of Mud-IJland, and to report thereon.
Refolved,^ That the petitions of Blackall William Ball, Peter Phelen and
William Clingan, refpecting loft certificates, together with the report of a
committee of the late Houfe of Alfembly thereon, be referred to the committee on claims appointed November 3d inftant, to report thereon.
Ordered, That the further confideration of the faid report be poftponed.
On motion,
tee

Ordered, That Mr. Baird, Mr. Rhea, Mr. D. Stewart and Mr. Harris be
to the committee on claims, appointed November 3d inftant.
Ordered, That Mr. Barr, Mr. Jobnjlon, Mr. D. Stewart and Mr. Harris

added

be added to the committee appointed to devife ways and means for the fupplies of the current year.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

M.

Thurfdayy November 19, 1789.
The Houfe met

A

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from 43 draymen of the city of Philadelphia was read, ftating,
that through ignorance they had neglected to comply with the directions of
an act of AfTembly palTed February 1 8th, 1769, and had thereby incurred
divers forfeitures, by reafon of their ufing wheels of a lefs breadth than
four inches, which forfeitures being exacted would entirely ruin the petitioners
therefore praying the operation of faid law may be fufpended,
until they can comply with the injunctions of the aforefaid act.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 12th, on the petition of a number
of the inhabitants of Manahan and Newberry townfhips, in the county of
York, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of a number of the
inhabitants of Manahan and Newberry townfhips, in the county of York,
petition

;

report

That they have duly confidered

the prayer of faid petition,

but have not

been able to difcover any particular hardihips the good people of thefe townfhips labour under, but what are common to fome of the citizens in almoft
every county in the ftate ; and upon examining an act for explaining and
afcertaining the boundary line between the counties of York and Cumberland,
pafled the ninth day of February, 1750, it appears that great differences had
arifen between the Truftees of the faid counties for want of fome natural
boundary, and for that reafon the faid line was extended northward to the

L

creek

r-

[

J

creek called Yellow Breeches ; and no good caufe appearing to the committee
for an alteration, they offer the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That the prayer of the petition of a number of the inhabitants
of Manahan and Newberry townfhips, in the county of York., ought not to
be granted, and that they have leave to withdraw their petition.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 9th, on the petition of Bartholomew
Van Heer, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of Bartholomew Van
Heer, late a Captain in the army of the United States, praying for donation
lands, report

That the

petitioner ferved in the regiment of artillery raifed in this ftate,

commanded by Colonel 1 Somas

Procter, from the year 1 777 until the
year 1778; that he, from that time to the end of the war, ferved in other
troops, who were never acknowledged as any part of the quota of this
flate in the army of the United States, and that he was returned as a foreign

and

officer, who received a fum in cafh; that the time limited by law for granting donation lands, even to thofe who have been returned as of the line of
this flate, is expired ; that however favorably your committee may be difpqfed to the petitioner's claim, or however reluctantly they may differ in
fentiment from the late Affembly, as recommended to this Houie, yet we
cannot help being of the opinion that granting donation lands in the prefent cafe would be opening a dangerous door, and have a tendency to encourage a variety of other perfons to make claims of like nature, which we
conceive would be improper, either on the principles of juftice or good policy, unlefs the Houfe means to make like provifion for all fuch as are in
iimilar circumflances : Your committee therefore offer the following refolu-

tion, viz.

That Captain Bartholomew Van Heer have

Refolved,

leave to

withdraw

his

petition.

Ordered to lie on the table.
report on the petitions of a number of the inhabitants of the borough and county of York, read November 17th, was read the fecond time

The

:

Whereupon
That

Refolved,

"

a

committee be appointed

to fufpend for a limited

into a law,

time the

gulating the f/ljeries in the rivers Codorus

to bring in a bill, to be paffed
act,

entituled

•*

An ASl for

re-

and Conewago," paffed the ninth

day of March, 1771.
Ordered, That the members from the county of York be a committee, to
bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The committee appointed November 13th, to examine the laws of this
ffate, and report what acts have expired, or are near expiring by their own

made

which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee appointed to examine the laws of this

limitation,

report,

flate,

and report

fuch acts as have expired, or are near expiring by their own limitation, report
That the following laws will expire by their own limitation at the end of
the next feflion, viz.

An
1786.

Acl for amending the penal laws of

And

this flate,

paffed September

1

5th,

alfo

An

[

An

Aft

to
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1

encourage and pro tec! the manufaftures of this fate, parted

March

1788.

:29th,

The

provifions contained in

of September

laft,

the following

act.

expired on the 13th day

viz.

An

Aft for allowing a further time for dijlributing the donation lands pro•mifed to the troops of this commonwealth, palled September 13th, 1788.
The provifions contained in the following a& expired on the ill day of
September

An

laft,

viz.

of all militia fines incurred
March,
day
one thoufand feven
under laws pafed before the twenty-fecond
of

Aft

to

fufpend for a limited time the

colleftion

hundred and eighty-eight.

The

provifions contained in the following

a&

will expire

on the 10th day

of April next, viz.
An Aft for enlarging the time limited by the aft, entituled " An A£t for
facilitating the redemption of the bills of credit emitted in the year one
**.
thoufand feven hundred and eighty-one, and for redeeming part of the
•«
funded debt of this ftate, for extending the time of patenting lands which
'*
were located before the declaration of independency, and for giving a
" right of pre-emption to actual fettlers for procuring warrants for lands by
« them occupied," parted the 21ft day of March, 1789.
And that the provifions contained in the following act, will expire on the
*-«

day of April next, viz.
An Aft further to continue an aft, entituled " An Act to fufpend the fale
of lands for non-payment of taxes, and for other purpofes therein mentioned," parted the 21ft day of September, 1788.
And on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond

1 ft

*<

"

time

:

Whereupon

entituled
Ordered, That that part of the faid report refpefting the aft,
" An Aft to encourage and proteft the manufaftures of this fate," be referred
to report thereon.
to Mr. Gurney, Mr. Boys and Mr. J. Stewart,
the acl, entituled
Ordered, That that part of the faid report which refpeds
" An Aft for facilitating the redemption of the bills of credit emitted in the
«• year one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-one, and for redeeming part of
lands
'< the unfunded debt of this fate, for extending the time of patenting
giving
a
«
before the declaration of independency, and for

which were located

" rkht of pre-emption

« them

to aftual fettlers

occupied," be referred to

Mr.

for procuring warrants for lands by
Mr. Gilchreejl and Mr. Car-

Marjhall,

fon, to report thereon.
refpeds the acl:, entituled
Ordered, That that part of the faid report which
other
'«
An Aft to fufpend the fale of lands for non-payment of taxes, and for Mr.
Britton,
Mr.
Lewis,
« purpofes therein mentioned," be referred to Mr.
and Mr. Ryerjon, to report
Wynkoop, Mr. hilley, Mr. Clingan, Mr. Hoge
.

aft, entituled
that part of the report which refpeds the
to Mr.
referred
be
Aft for amending the penal laws of this Jlate,"

^Ordered

« An

That

Miller, Mr. Lilley, Mr. Kennedy,
Mr". Wynkoop, Mr. McDowell, Mr.
thereon.
Mr Sands, Mr. fohnfion and Mr. Faux, to report report be portponed.
faid
of
Ordered That the further confideration
of the county of Bucks, read
inhabitants
the
of
number
petitions of a

Raw'e

The

yefterday, were read the fecond time.

Ordered,

:
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[
That they be

Ordered,

referred

]

the

to

laft

named committee,

to report

thereon.

The motion made

Mr. Faux, feconded by Mr. Kennedy, refpecting the apprehending murderers, burglars and highway robbers, was
yefterday by

read the fecond time.

That

Ordered,
thereon.

A

it

be referred to the

laft

named committee,

motion was made by Mr. Wright, feconded by

Mr.

to

report

MarJIjall, in the

following words, viz.
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, authorifing the Comptroller- General to iflue certificates to Gabriel Coxe, George Vallendigham and Andrew Sweringen, for their refpective
fhares of the whole of the money recovered of them by Captain Thomas
Bay and company, together with cofts of fuit ; the faid certificates to bear
intereft from the time the money was recovered.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A letter from his Excellency the Prefident of the Supreme Executive
Council was prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.

In

COUNCIL,

igth November,

1789.

SIR,

COUNCIL
AfTembly on

requeft

neral

a

the

conference with a committee of the Geof the depreciation and donation

fubjects

lands.

I

have the honor

With

to be,

the greateji refpefl,

SIR,
Tour

obedient

and humble fervant,

THOMAS MIFFLIN.
The Honorable

Richard Peters,

Efq;

Speaker of the General Ajfembly.

And on motion, and by
Whereupon

fpecial order,

the fame was read the fecond time

Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. M'Dowell, Mr. Kennedy
and Mr. Baird be a committee, to confer with Council on the fubjects of
faid letter, and report thereon.
The bill, entituled " An AB to a/certain the quality of pot and pearl apes,"
was read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publish-

ed for consideration.

The
**

and

entituled

bill,

difabled foldiers,

" An Aft for granting prefent
who have received penfons from

relief to

wounded
was read

the

this Jl ate,"

the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engrofled, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
law.

On

motion,

Ordered,
feal to

That Mr. Britton and Mr. fohnflon be

fuch laws

as

may

a committee, to affix the

be enacted by this Houfe.

The

;

[
The
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« An Aft to a/certain the fecurity to be given
by the
the Jlate for the time being," having been brought
in engroffed, was compared at the table, enacted into a law,
and the Speaker
directed to fign the fame.
entituled

bill,

" Trea/urer of

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

Friday,
The Houfe met

A

petition

to-morrow, A.

November 20,

M.

1789.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from

Ifaac Hicks, Sarah Hicks, Augujiine Willett, on behalf of
his wife Elizabeth (late Elizabeth Hicks) and
Jofeph Rodman Hicks, all of
Bucks county, children and legal reprefentatives of Gilbert Hicks, late of the
faid county, Efquire, attainted of high treafon, was read, fetting forth,
that
their faid father was, in confequence of his intermarriage with the
petition-

mother, feifed and poffeffed of a confiderable eftate, both real and perwhich, in cafe of the death of their faid father before his attainder,
would have lawfully defcended to them, but by reafon of the attainder aforefaid the fame was confifcated to and fold for the ufe of the commonwealth
therefore praying the monies arifing from the fales aforefaid may be paid to
them, in coniideration of their juft and natural claim, or fuch other relief
granted them, as this Houfe may deem proper.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from the inhabitants and freeholders of Thornbury, in the
county of Delaware, was read, remonftrating againft the act for erecting
the faid county, and praying they may be re-annexed to the county of
ers

fonal,

Chejier.

Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from divers inhabitants of the county of Montgomery was read,
remonftrating againft the act, entituled " An A£l to ejtablijh a Board of Ap"' peal within the federal counties
of this fate, and to grant exonerations in cafes
*'
of militia fines," and praying the fame may be repealed.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November nth inftant, on the petition of John
Cart, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee on claims, to whom was referred the petition of "John Cart,
report

That they have examined the claim of the petitioner refpecting the lots
in his petition, and given him an opportunity of making fuch perfonal explanation as he thought proper, by which your committee difcovered
that he, fince his firft petition, and report on faid petition made to a former
Houfe on the 24th day of February, 1789, has found thofe lots he has been
mentioned

fearching for unoccupied, and is at this time in actual poffeffion of them, excepting a fmall part, which he fays has been fold by a certain 'John Reed, deTherefore your committee think it improper to proceed further in
ceafed
:

the bufinefs, and are of opinion that the prayer of the petitioner, for fupplying him with a deed, ought not to be complied with, as his claim is properly cognizable in the courts of law : They therefore offer a reiolution,
viz.

Refolved,

That John Cart have

Ordered to

lie

on the

leave to

withdraw

his petition.

table.

M

The

[
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appointed November 18th, on the petitions of Blackall William Ball, Peter Phelen and William Clingan, made report, which was read,

The committee
viz.

as follows,

The committee on

claims, to

whom

were referred the petitions of Blackall

William Ball, Peter Phelen and William Clingan, report
That they have had the fubjedt under confideration, and are of opinion that
a general law ought to be pafled to relieve fuch perfons as have loft certifiYour committee
cates of this ftate, under proper regulations and reftrictions
therefore offer the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, to give relief to fuch perfons as have bona fide loft certificates of
this ftate, fuch perfons making proof and giving fecurities as may by faid
:

law be directed.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 16th, on the petition of Alexander
Lewis, "James Gamble and Patter/on Bell, made report, which was read, as
follows, viz.

Your committee, to whom was referred the petition of Alexander Lewis,
James Gamble and Patter/on Bell, fetting forth, that at Auguft term 1785, Jo~
feph Miller, Efq; was convicted of keeping a tippling-houfe; Auguft 1786,
convicted of fmuggling and vending liquors contrary to the laws or this ftate;
and likewife at May term 1788 indicted by the Grand Jury, and Auguft following found guilty of aiding and abetting William Robin/on, one of the collectors of taxes in and for the county of Lancafter, in making his efcape with
a confiderable fum of public money, but the verdict of the jury in this cafe
was deemed by the court improper, and fet afide, and the Attorney-General
Two of the above charges appear to your
thereupon entered a noli projequi.
certificates
by
from John Hubley, Efquire, Clerk of the
eftablifhed
committee
general court of Quarter Seflions of the Peace for the county of Lancafter,
&c. Therefore your committee beg leave to offer the following refolution
Refolved, That Jofepb Miller, being charged with mifconduct in keeping a
tippling-houfe, and aiding, abetting and aftifting William Robin/on, one of the
collectors of taxes in and for the county of Lancafter, to make his efcape
with a fum of public money, appear before this Houfe, and fhew caufe why
he fhould not be removed from his office of Juftice of the Peace of the faid
county of Lancafter.
:

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 1 6th, on the petition of the Commiffioners and Trealurer of the county of Huntingdon, made report, which
was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of the Commiffioners
and Treafurer of Huntingdon county, praying that they may be enabled by
law to fettle and recover a due proportion of the county taxes outftanding,
and the monies ariiing from the fale of ftray horfes in the county of Bedford,
before the divifion of the faid county, beg leave to report
That the prayer of the faid petition is reafonable, and ought to be comThey fubmit the following refolution, viz.
plied with
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to enable the
Commiffioners of the county of Huntingdon to fettle and recover a due proportion of the taxes formerly laid in the county of Bedford, and yet outftanding, after deducting all expences and appropriations to which they may be
:

fubject,

47

C
and

]

due proportion of the monies arifing from the fale of
county of Bedford, previous to the divifion thereof.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee, to whom was re-committed, November 1 8th, the report
of the committee on the petition of a number of the inhabitants of Wafijington county refpeding ftray horfes, &c. made report, which was read, as
fubject,

alio a

ftray horfes in the

follows, viz,

The committee,
tion of a

horfes,

whom

was re-committed the report on the petithe inhabitants of Wajlnngton county refpecting ftray
and the law for regulating rangers, beg leave to reto

number of

cows, &c.

port

That having duly confidered the fubjecT: of the prayer of the petition,
ways mould be provided by law for the regular

are of opinion that fuitable

taking up, publiihing and difpofing of ftray horfes, cattle and flieep, and
alfo to prevent fmall fized ftone-horfes running at large, and a mode of
procedure prefcribed for the fame Wherefore they offer the following refolu:

tion,

viz.

Rejb/ved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, for the purpofes mentioned in the foregoing report, and to repeal an act, entituled " An
" A6i to improve the breed of horfes, and regulate rangers," pafled the 9 th

day of May, 1724.

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

The

report on the petition of Bartholomew
read the fecond time
Whereupon

Van Heer, read

yefterday, was

:

Refolved,

That Captain Bartholomew Van Heer have

leave to

withdraw

his

petition.

The motion made by Mr.

Wright, feconded by Mr. Mar/hall, read yefter-

day, was read the fecond time:

That

Whereupon

committee be appointed to bring
authorifing
the Comptroller-General to
into a law,
Refolved,

a

in a bill,

to be enacted

ifiue certificates to

Ga-

George Valtendigham and Andrew Sweringen, for their refpective
fhares of the money received of th^m by Captain Thomas Bay and company,
together with cofts of fuit ; the certificates to bear intcreft from the time the

briel Coxe,

money was

recovered.
Ordered, That Mr. Ballioi, Mr. Wright and Mr. Marjlmll be a committee,
to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The report on the petition of a number of the inhabitants of Manahan
and Newberry townfhips, in the county of York, read yefterday, was read

the fecond time

:

Whereupon

That the prayer of the petition of a number of the inhabitants
of Manahan and Newberry townihips, in the county of York, ought not to
be granted, and that they have leave to withdraw their petition.
Refolved,

report on the petition of divers inhabitants of the county of Cumberland, read November 16th, was read the fecond time: Whereupon
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be pafled
into a law, empowering the Supreme Executive Council to draw an order on

The

pounds, to be paid out of
the State Treasurer for the fum of
the five thoufand founds appropriated for claims and improvements by an act
pafled the 28th day of September, 1789, to be laid out in repairing that part
of the road over the Blue -Mountain, commonly called Croghan's Gap and

White's Narrows.
Ordered,

C

]

That Mr. Paul, Mr. M'Dowell and Mr. Miley be

a committee, to
conformably to the foregoing refolution.
petition of 43 draymen of the city of Philadelphia, read yefterday, was

Ordered,

bring in a

The
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bill

read the fecond time.

be referred to the city members, to report thereon.
Marmie and Company, read Nothe
fecond
Whereupon
time:
read
vember 13th, was
Refohed, That the Supreme Executive Council be authorifed to draw an
order on the State Treafurer, in favor of Meflieurs Turnbull, Marmie and
Company, for the fum of eleven hundred and twenty -Jive pounds, together
with intereft thereon from the date of the affumption of the laid debt by
the State Treafurer until payment fhall be made, which fum and intereft
fhall be in full of their claims, to be paid out of the Jive thoujand pounds
ipecially appropriated by law for the payment of claims, as foon as that
fund fhall be fufficiently productive ; and that a committee be appointed, to
bring in a bill for the purpofe aforefaid.
Ordered, That Mr. Gurney, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Baird be a committee,
to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled "
xt
Supplement to the acl, entituled " An Act for erecting the fouth weftern
" part of the county of Cumberland into a new county," which was read;
and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, and
conlidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publishOrdered, That

The

it

report on the petition of Turnbull,

A

ed for confideration.

The "bill,

"

An

fo much of any act or aSls of the
General Afembly of this Jlate, as authorijes and direcls the receiving of cer" tificates of the United States in payment oj lands purchajed or to be pur" chafed of this Jlate," was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
entituled

Acl

to repeal

**

law.

" An Acl to continue an acl, entituled " An Act for
" opening and amending the public roads and highways within this pro" vince," was read the third time, and conlidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

The

bill,

entituled

law.

The

bill,

entituled

"

An

Acl

to limit the time

of exhibiting claims againjl

"

the Jlate, Jor fupplies furnifoed or Jervices rendered during the late war,"
was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

law.

The following bills having been brought in engroffed, were feverally compared at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to lign the
lame, viz.
An
for granting prefent reliej' to the wounded and dijdbled foldiers,

ACT
received penfwns from this jlate.
ACT repeal Jo much of any acl or acls of the General Afembly of this

who have

An

to

fate, as authorijes and directs the receiving of certificates of the United States
payment of lands purchajed or to be purchafed oj this Jlate.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

in

Saturday^
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E
Saturday',
Sr

3

November 21,

A. M.

1789.

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
The petition of Ifaac Hicks and others, read

yefterday,

was read the fecond

-time.

Ordered,

That

be referred to the committee on claims appointed Novem-

it

ber 3d inftant, to report thereon.

The
fterday,

petition of divers inhabitants of the
was read the fecond time.

Ordered,

That

it

county of Montgomery, read ye-

be referred to Mr. Gurney, Mr. Nevil and Mr. Markley,

to report thereon.

The committee

appointed November 19th, to confer with Council on the
fubjects of the donation and depreciation lands, made report, which was read,
as follows,

viz.

The committee
upon the

fubjects

appointed to confer with the Supreme Executive Council
contained in their letter of the 19th inftant, made re-

port

That they had performed the duties afllgned to them That the proporwhich Council have in view is, to open the Land-office for the fale of
the lands lying on French-creek, and in the neighbourhood of Lake Erie,
from which it is conceived the ftate will not only derive the advantage of
:

tion

linking a great part of the public debt, but its population will be beneficially increased, and a door be eventually opened for fecuring the fur trade
It has likewife been requefted by Counto the inhabitants of Pennfylvania
:

committee mould inform the Houfe that there are many valuable tracts unlocated in the donation lands, for which no applications from
the foldiers have been lately made, and that the mode of difpofing of the
depreciation lands is fo unfatisfactory, that no fales have been made for fome
time
Which is fubmitted by the committee to the confideration of the
Houfe.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 4th, on the fubject of granting relocating warrants, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee appointed to take into their confideration the fubj eel of relocating warrants, and to report a bill, if they thought proper, beg leave to
that your

cil,

:

report

That it appears perfectly reafonable to your committee, that where money
has been paid to the ftate and warrants taken out for lands fuppofed to be
vacant, which are afterwards difcovered to have been previoufly located by
others, fuch perfons mould be entitled to receive new or re-locating warrants, authorifing furveys to be made of other tracts :
Your committee has beftowed upon the fubject of the petition of Meffieurs Millegan and Lenox all the attention which a matter fo important required, and conceiving that they mould difcharge their duty in this inftance
by bringing the fubject regularly before the confideration of the Houfe,
a ckuife'is for that'purpoie inferted in the bill they were authorifed to
frame: They therefore beg leave to report a bill, to be entituled " An Ac~l

"

"

to

enable the

Land- officers

to ijfue re- locating

warrants

in the cafes therein

defer ibed."

And

the faid

Ordered

bill

to lie

was thereupon read the
on the table.

N

firft

time, and

The

:

5°

[
The

report on the petition of

]

John Cart, read

yefterday,

was read the

fecond time

Whereupon, Refohed, That John Cart have

leave to

withdraw

his peti-

tion.

report on the petition of a number of the inhabitants of the county
of Wajhington, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
And in debating the refolution therein contained,

The

It

was moved by Mr. Ryerfon, feconded by Mr. Marjhall,

To

poftpone the confideration of the faid refolution, in order to introin lieu thereof, viz.

duce the following

Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to provide
fuitable ways for the regular taking up, publishing and difpofing of ftray
horfes, cattle and fheep, and to prevent fmall fized ftone-horfes running at
alfo to repeal an act,
large, with a mode of procedure reflecting the fame
"
entituled
An Act to improve the breed of horfes, and regulate rangers," palled
the 9th day of May, 1724.
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the pofponement, for the afore** faid purpofe ?"
;

—

It

was carried

in the affirmative,

and the propcfed refolution adopted

:

Whereupon
Ordered, That Mr. Baird, Mr. Marfjall, Mr. Ryerfon, Mr. Gilchrecjl and
Mr. Finley be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably thereto.
The report on the petition of Alexander Lewis, James Gamble and Patter/on Bell, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.

The

the petitions of Blackall William Ball, Peter Phelen and
Whereupon
yefterday, was read the fecond time
read
Clingan,
William
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
report on

:

into a law, to give relief to fuch perfons as have loft certificates of this ftate,
fuch perfons making proof and giving fecurities as may by faid law be directed.

Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. Johnfon be a committo bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
ASl to limit the time for exchanging and redeeming certain bills of credit therein mentioned ; and alfo to limit the time for exchanging and redeeming certain

tee,

"
<(
'

'

"
*'

provifons and other articles, by
virtue of an a6l of General AJfembly pafed on the firft day of June, in the
year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and eighty" which was read
certificates iffued

the

firft

horfes,

time, and

Ordered to

The

for the purchafe of

bill,

lie

on the

entituled

table.

" An Acl

diretling the

payment of the accounts of fun-

"

dry Deputy- Surveyors of the depreciation lands," was read the third time,
and in part confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
The bill, entituled " An AEl to limit the time of exhibiting claims againjl

for fupplies fumijhed or fervices rendered during the late war,"
having been brought in engrofted, was compared at the table, enacted into
Whereupon,
a law, and the Speaker directed to fign the fame
On motion of Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Gurney,
**

the fate,

:

Refohed,

C
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That one hundred copies of the faid aft be printed, and
that
Clerk be directed to tranfmit copies thereof to the Prothonotary of
each
county court of common pleas for this ftate.
Refolved,

"die

Adjourned

until three o'clock

on Monday next, P.

Monday November
y

The Houfe met

A

23,

1789.

M.

P.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from the Pennfylvania Society for promoting the abolition of
and the relief of free Negroes unlawfully held in bondage, was

petition

flavery,

read, praying to be incorporated.

Ordered to lie on the table.
A memorial and petition from the Commiffioners for the county of Philadelphia was read, referring to their memorial read in the late Houfe of Afiembly March 9th laft, and praying fuch a law may be paffed, as will leave
them in no doubt what ought to be their future conduct -with refpect to laying out and paying for public roads.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from feveral of the inhabitants of the county of Montgomery

was

read, praying that a bill

may

be paffed, obliging the public officers of

county to hold their offices and keep all public records at fuch place,
as is by law eftablifhed for holding the courts for the faid county.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from the Minifter, Truflees and Members of the Mefhodift
Efpifcopal Church in the city of Philadelphia was read, praying leave to
bring in a bill for incorporating their fociety.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 19th, refpecting the act, entituled
" An Ac~l for enlarging the time limited by the a£l, entituled " An Act for
" facilitating the redemption of the bills of credit emitted in the year one
" thoufand feven hundred and eighty-one, and for redeeming part of the
** funded debt of this ftate, for extending the time for patenting lands which
" were located before the declaration of independence, and for giving a
" right of pre-emption to actual fettlers for procuring warrants for lands by
** them occupied," made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the confideration of the act, entituled " An A£l for enlarging the time limited by the ail, entituled " An Act
" for facilitating the redemption of the bills of credit emitted in the year
'« one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-one, and for redeeming part of the
** funded debt of this ftate, for extending the time for patenting lands which
** were located before the declaration of independence,
and for giving a
** right of pre-emption to actual fettlers for procuring warrants for lands by
faid

*'

them occupied," report
That however neceffary

verifhed and

ed by the

diftreffed ftate

act,

entituled

it may have been heretofore, from the impoof the country, to extend the indulgencies grant-

" An ASl for

enlarging the time limited by the aft,

" entituled " An Act for facilitating the redemption of the bills of credit
" emitted in the year one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-one, and for
" redeeming

[
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redeeming part of the funded debt of this ftate, for extending the time
for patenting lands which were located before the declaration of inde*' pendence,
and for giving a right of pre-emption to actual fettlers for
" procuring warrants for lands by them occupied," and thole which preceded it from time to time, the circumfcances which created fuch neceflity
have now in a meafure ceafed, and your committee are of opinion that the
public good requires that the payments and other duties, which have been
iufpended by the faid act, ought to be performed without further delay $ but
in confideration that fome of the delinquents, who have been thus indulged,
may have neglected to make the neceflary preparation for performing the faid
duties, in expectation that a further time would be given them for that purpofe, your committee recommend that fome further time be given, but that
a period be now fixed for the final determination of fuch delay: Your committee therefore fubmit the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, further to
extend the time for patenting lands which were located before the declaration of independence, and for giving a right of pre-emption to actual
fettlers for procuring warrants for lands by them occupied, until the
and no longer.
day of
Ordered to lie on the table.
The report of the committee appointed to confer with Council on the
fubjects of the donation and depreciation lands, read November 21ft, was

*«

"

read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the fame be referred to

M'Dowell, Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Baird,

Mr.

Mr. Wynkoop, Mr.
what they think proper

Raivle,

to report

thereon.

appointed for the purpefe reported a bill, entituled " An
" Act to reimburfe Gabriel Coxe, George Vallendigham and Andrew Swe" ringen, for monies advanced by them in defence of the frontiers of Wafhingv ton county," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported 3 bill, entituled " An
" Acl to provide for the renewal of certificates in the cafes therein mentioned"

The committee

which was

read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" Acl to provide for the wages of the members of the State Convention, and to
" defray the expences of holding the fame" which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled " An Ail to enable the officers of the Land-office to ijjice
" warrants of re-location in the cafes therein defcribed," was read the fecond
time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith published

The

for

confideration.

" An Acl

for exchanging and redeeming certain bids of credit therein mentioned, and aIf to limit the time for ex** changing and redeeming certain certificates
iffued for the purchaje of horfes,
'< provifions and other articles, by virtue
an
acl of General AJfembly paffed
of
" on the firft day of June, in the year of our Lord one thoufand Jeven hundred
" and eighty," was read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
bill,

entituled

to limit the time

'*

Ordered,

I
That

Ordered,

S3

]

be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith
publifti-

it

;ed for confideration.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

M.

i

Tuefday,

November 24, 1789.

A. M.

The Houie met

purfuant to adjournment.
a number of the inhabitants of Wafbington county, residing in the election diftridt known by the name of Bentley's Dijhicl, was
read, praying they may by law be authorifed to hold their
general elections
at the houfe of Thomas Hill.

A

A

petition

from

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

from David Jones, colle&or of taxes within the townfhip of
Blockley, in the county of Philadelphia, was read, fetting forth, that he
was
robbed of'twenty-two pounds four jhiilings and /even- pence, money by him
collected in payment of public taxes, and praying he may be exonerated
from the payment thereof.
Ordered to Ire on the table.
The petition of the Minifter, Truftees and Members of the Methodift
Epifcopal church in the city of Philadelphia, read yefterday, was read the
petition

fecond time

Whereupon
That the prayer of
:

the petitioners be granted.
of the Pennfylvania Society for promoting the abolition of
ilavery, and the relief of free Negroes unlawfully held in bondage, read
yefterday, was read the fecond time
Whereupon
Refolved, That the petitioners have leave to bring in a bill conformably
to the prayer of their petition.
The memorial and petition of the Commifiioners for the county of Philadelphia, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Rawle, Mr. Afimead, Mr. Wynkoop,
Mr. Downing, Mr. Hoge, Mr. Ealer, Mr. Nevil, Mr. Rhea and Mr. Riley, to
Refolved,

The

petition

:

report thereon.

The committee
fall,

made

report,

appointed November 9th, on the petition of William Haf-

which was

read, as follows, viz.

The

petition of William Hajfall having been duly confidered by the
mittee to whom it was referred, they beg leave to report thereon

That

it

com-

appears the petitioner was a ftorekeeper in the general hofpital

of the army of the United States from the firft day of October, 1780, until
the clofe of the late war ; that whatever right to half pay, or to a commutation for half pay, the petitioner may have, it muft be from the United
States.

Without prejudice

to his claims againft. the

United

States, the

committee

therefore beg leave to report the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That William Hajfall have leave to withdraw his petition.

And on
time

:

motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond

Whereupon

That William Hajfall have leave to withdraw his petition.
report of the committee refpecting the adt, entituled " An Ab~l for
enlarging the time limited by the acl, entituled " An AcT: for facilitating the
redemption of the bills of credit emitted in the year one thoufand feven

Refolved,

The
"
"

" hundred and

eighty-one, and for redeeming part of the funded debt of.

O

h

this

[
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" this flatc, for extending the time for patenting lands which were located
" before the declaration of independence, and for giving a right of pre" emption to adtual fettlers for procuring warrants for lands by them occu" pied," read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
the confideration of the report of the committee apthe
meffage
the Prelident and Supreme Executive Council, to
of
pointed on

The Houfe refumed

arrange the fubjecl: matters contained in the faid meffage, poftponed

Whereupon
of Mr. Beys, feconded by Mr. Afomead,
motion
On
Refolved, That the amendments propofed to be added

ber 5th

Novem-

:

to the conftitution

of the United States be referred to a committee of the whole.

Which was
It

carried in the affirmative.

was then, on motion of Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Gurney,
That this Houfe will on Friday next refolve itfelf into

Refolved,

a

com-

mittee of the whole, for the purpofes contained in the foregoing refolution,
and that it be the order for the day.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
pounds, towards repairing a road acrofs
ASl for gra?iting the fum of
" the Blue-Mountain, in the county of Cumberland," which was read the
jirffc time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An

ASl for the payment of the claims of Turnbull, Marmie and Company,"
firff, time,
and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled " An ASl to provide for the renewal of certificates in
" the cafes therein mentioned," was rea-d the fecond time, and conlidered by
'*

which was read the

paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith publifhed for confideration.
The bill, entituled " An ASl to provide for the wages of the members of

"

and to defray the expences of
read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
the State Convention,

holding the fame,"

Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading,
lifhed for confideration.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

Wedfiefday,
The Houfe met

was

and forthwith pub-

November 25, 1789.^ A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

Petitions from 866 inhabitants of the townfhips of Heidelberg, Manheim,
Berwick, Huntingdon, part of Manahan, and Warrington, in the county of
York, were read, remonltrating againff. a divifion of faid county; and on
motion, and by fpecial order, the fame were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Gurney, Mr. Britton, Mr. Chapman, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Erb, Mr. Ludwig, Mr. Ealer, Mr. Ryerfon and Mr.
Riley,

A

to report thereon.

from a number of the inhabitants of Turkey-foot townfhip, in
the county of Bedford, was read, praying they may be annexed to the counpetition

ty of Fayette.

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

A

petition

:

t
A
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from Jonas Philips was read, remonftrating againft the aft,
entituled
An Aft to continue in force the ail of Affembly regulating fales by
" public auBion, and for other purpofes therein mentioned," and the
implepetition

"

ment

thereto, paffed the 19th day of March laft, and praying the fame
may
be repealed, or that he may be permitted to vend goods by public au&ion,

upon giving fecurity and paying the duties required by the faid act.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A memorial from Samuel Dellap, of the city of Philadelphia, Bookfeller,
was read, fuggefting, that the free fale of books by auction would tend to
encourage literature therefore praying this Houfe to take the premifes into
;

confideration.

Ordered

The

on the

to lie

table.

number of

petition of a

the inhabitants of the county of Wajlmigton,
the name of Bent/ey's Dijlncl, read
yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the members from the county of Wajhington, to report thereon.
refiding in the eledlion diftridl

The

petition

Ordered,

David

of

That

known by

Jones, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
be referred to the members from the county of Philadel-

it

phia, to report thereon.

The

petition of a

number of

the inhabitants of the townihip of ThornNovember 20th, was read the fecond

bury, in the county of Delaware, read

time.
Ordered, That
report thereon.

The

be referred to Mr. Moore, Mr. Nevil and Mr. Rhea, to

it

number of the inhabitants of the county of MontgoNovember 23d, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Rawle, Mr. Paul, Mr. Chapman, Mr.
Schmyfer, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Johnjlon and Mr. Faux, to report thereon.
The committee appointed November 12th, on the petition of a number of
the inhabitants of Cumberland and Dauphin counties, made report, which
was read, as follows, viz.
petition of a

mery, read

The committee,

to

whom

was referred the petition of fundry inhabitants

of the counties of Cumberland and Dauphin, beg leave to reportThat they have duly confidered the fubject matter of the faid petition refpecling a road at the end of Peter's mountain, in Dauphin county, and although your committee think good roads an object worthy of the attention
of the legiflature, and will always tend to promote the profperity and happinefs of the ftate, yet your committee are induced to believe, that to grant
the prayer of the petitioners at this time would be improper, as it appears,
by good authority, there is a good road and ferry kept near the end of Peter s mountain, fufficient to accommodate all the inhabitants and travellers
crofling the river Sufquehanna at that place

:

They

therefore offer the fol-

lowing refolution, viz.

That the prayer of the petitioners cannot be granted, and
they have leave to withdraw their petition.
Refolved,

that

Ordered to lie on the table.
The report on the petition of the Commiffioners and Treafurer for the
county of Huntingdon, read November 20th, was read the fecond time

Whereupon,
Refolved,
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Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to enable the
Commiffioners of the county of Huntingdon to fettle and recover a due proportion of the taxes formerly laid in the county of Bedford, and yet outstanding, after deducting all expences and appropriations to which they may
be fubject, and alfo a due proportion of the monies arifing from the fale of
ftray horfes in the county of Bedford, previous to the divifion thereof.
Ordered, That Mr. Moore, Mr. Baird and Mr. D. Stewart be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to the chair a bill, entituled
-" An A£i to incorporate a fociety, by the name
of M The Pennfylvania Society
" for promoting the abolition of Jlavery, and for the relief of free Negroes un" lawfully held in bondage, and for improving the condition of the African race,"
which was read the firft time, and

Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to the chair a bill, entituled
" An At! for incorporating the Minijler, Trujiees and Members of the Me~
" thodijl Epifcopal Church (known by the name of Saint George's Church m
J
" the city of Philadelphia, in the commonwealth of Pennfylvania," which was
read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled " An Act to defray the expences of holding the State
11
Convention," was read the third time, and considered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That the fame be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted
into a law.

Mr.

"

Finley, in

his

place, read

a

bill,

entituled

"

An

At~l to divide the

county of Fayette into election di/tricJs;" and, leave having been obtained
fame to the chair, when it was read the iirft

for that purpofe, prefented the

time, and

Ordered to

The

bill,

lie

on the

entituled

table.

" An Act for granting

the

fum

of

pounds,

" towards repairing a road acrofs the Blue- Mountain, in the county c/'Cumber" land," was read the fecond time, and in part coniidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be poftponed.
A motion was made by Mr. Rawlc, feconded by Mr. Ryerfon, in the following words, viz.
Refohed, That a fuitable number of copies of every bill read in this Houfe
be printed, and distributed among the members previous to the fecond
reading thereof, unlefs in cafes of fudden neceffity, when this rule may at
the pleafure of the Houfe be difpenfed with ; and that nothing in this refolve contained fhall prevent the publication of fuch bills for the conlideration of the people, as directed by the constitution.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled " An Act to defray the expences of holding the State

" Convention," having been brought

in

engroffed,

was compared

at

the

table, enacted into a law, and the Speaker directed to fign the fame.

The committee of accounts made report, which was read ; and on motion,
Whereupon
and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time
order
on
Speaker
draw
an
the
Treafurer
of this ftate for
Refohed, That the
the fum of feventy-five pounds, in favor of Peter Zachary Lloyd, Efquire, to
pay the contingent expences of this Houfe, to be accounted for by him to
the committee of accounts.
Friday,
Adjourned until ten o'clock on Friday next, A. M..
:

I
Friday
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November 27,

',

1789.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of Wafhington county was
read, praying an ad may be paffed, declaring Cbartiers creek to be a public
•

highway.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The memorial and petition of divers officers in the late American Military
Hofpital, read Augujl 26th laft, was taken off the files of the late Houfe of
Aflembly, prefented to the chair, and read; and on motion, and by fpecial
order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. M'Dowell and Mr. Nevil,
to report thereon.

The memorial and

petition of Samuel Dellap, read

November 25th, was

read the fecond time.

That

be referred to Mr. Clingan, Mr. Marfiall and Mr. Carfori, to report thereon.
The petition of Jonas Philips, read November 25th, was read the fecond
time.
Ordered,

Ordered,
thereon.

it

That

be referred to the

it

The motion made by Mr. Rawle,

laft

named committee,

to-

report

feconded by Mr. Ryerfon, November

Whereupon
number of copies of every bill read in this
Houfe be printed, and diftributed amongft the members previous to the fecond reading thereof, unlefs in cafes of fudden neceffity, when this rule may
at the pleafure of the Houfe be difpenfed with j and that nothing in this re25th, was read the fecond time
Refolved,

That

:

fuitable

a

folve contained fhall prevent the publication of fuch bills for the confidera-

tion of the people,

The

as directed

by the conftitution.

number

of the inhabitants of Turkey-foot townffiip, in
the county of Bedford, read November 25th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Marfjall, Mr. D. Stewart and Mr.
petition of a

Nevil, to report thereon.

appointed November 21ft, on the remonftrance and petition
of divers inhabitants of the county of Montgomery, made report, which was

The committee

read,

as follows,

viz.

The committee,

to

whom

was

referred the petition of a

number of

the

inhabitants of Montgomery county, report
That they have confidered the contents of the faid petition, and, fo far as
they have had an opportunity of judging, are of opinion that the commiffioners of Montgomery county have extended their indulgences beyond the

With refpect to that part of the petition which *eintention of the lav/.
quefts a repeal of the act complained of, they are of opinion the act is defective, in as much as no line is laid down for the government of the comof courfe, that if the provifions in it continued an objecl: of
the interference of the Legiflature of this ftate, that it ought to be repealed.
Neverthelefs, as, from the ftatement made by the petitioners themfelves,
remain, as the conduct of the
it is probable that few objecfs of that act now
commiffioners, if partial, oppreffive or illegal, is liable to legal procefs and

miffioners, and,

enquiry, and as the militia

is

now become

P

an object of foederal regulation,
they
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they are of opinion that the petitioners fhould have leave to withdraw their
Therefore they report,
petition
:

That the

have leave to withdraw their petition.

faid petitioners

Ordered to lie on the
On motion,

table.

That Mr. Rawle be added to the committee appointed November
on that part of the mefTage of Council which refpedts the falaries of
the officers of the land-office.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, in order to take into coniideration the amendments propofed by Congrefs to the conftitution of the United States.
Mr. Speaker quitted the chair, and Mr. Wynkoop was placed therein.
After fome time fpent in difcuffing the fubjedt,
The Chairman quitted the chair, and Mr. Speaker refumed it.
The Chairman then reported that they had made fome progrefs in the
bufinefs, but not having compleated the fame, n.quefted leave to fit again
Ordered,

5 th,

on Monday next, in the afternoon.
Leave was accordingly granted.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A.

Saturday^ November 28,
The Houfe met

A
read,

letter

with

In

from
its

M.

1789.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.
of the State Convention was

his Excellency the Prefident

enclofure, as follows, viz.

CONVENTION,

Philadelphia,

November 2%th, 1789.

SIR,
A V E the honor to enclofe to
III
the twenty-feventh inftant, which
7*

With great

I

you a

refolve of the

I requeft

you

Convention of

to lay before the

Gene-

refpefi,

have the honor

to be,

SIR,
Tour

mojl obedient

and

mofi humble fervant,

THOMAS MIFFLIN.
'The

Honorable Richard Peters, Efq;
Speaker of the General AJfembly.

STATE
In

of

CONVENTION,

Friday,
On

PENNSYLVANIA.

November 2jth,

1789.

A.

M.

motion of Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Wilfon,

jyE SOLVED,

that the General AfTembly be requeued to furniffi this
* Convention with two fets of the afls and minutes of the General Affembly of this commonwealth, to be returned at the end of the prefent
•*

feffion

C
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of the faid Convention ; and alfo that they permit this Convention
to have the uie of the library during the faid feflion.
feffion

Extracl from the Minutes,

JOS.
And on

motion,

REDMAN,

Secretary.

and by fpecial order, the fame were read the fecond

time
Whereupon,
Refohed, That the requeft contained in the
:

faid

refolution be complied

with.

A petition from the Commiflioners of Dauphin county, read in the late
Houfe of Aflembly September 9th laft, was prefented to the chair, read,
and

Ordered to lie on the table.
memorial and petition from James Hockley, one of the Commiflioners
appointed by law for clearing the river Schuylkill and improving the navigation thereof, was read, praying he may be reimburfed certain fums of money
by him expended in faid buiinefs.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" ASl to provide for a continuation of the falaries of the officers of the land" office," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee of accounts made report, which was read ; and on motion,
and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, and adopted, as

A

follows, viz.

The committee
That

of accounts report

due to Dunlap and Claypoole for printing for this Houfe,
and for fix fets of their news-papers for one year, the fum of twenty four
pounds three fallings and nine pence : Therefore,
Refohed, That the Speaker draw an order on the State Treafurer, in favor
of Dunlap and Claypoole, for the fum of twenty -four pounds three fallings and
nine pence, in full of their account.
The committee on ways and means made report in part, viz.
A letter from the Regifter-General, together with a ftatement of the
public accounts from the 1 ft day of September, 1788, to the 30th day of
September, 1789, taken from the books of the Regifter-General, which
letter was read, as follows, viz.
there

is

Register-General's Office, November

z^th,

1789.

SIR,
V E the honor of laying before the committee of ways and means
IH Aftatement
of September, 1788,
of the public accounts from the
ift

a

to

taken from the books of this office,
the 30th of September, 1789,
The ftatement has been
time.
that
which are made up and balanced to
delayed, upon an expectation of receiving from the Comptroller-General
fome neceflary documents, for the want of which I am obliged to lay it
It does
before the committee in a more imperfect ftate than I could wifh.
and
the
not comprehend a ftate of the accounts between this commonwealth
incluflve,

r

United

[

6o

1
j

amount of the new- loan, funded

debt, or depreciation
emiffions
of paper modifferent
the
certificates outftanding, the balances of
ney unredeemed, the arrears of continental and ftate money taxes, and of
the debts and engagements due to and from this ftate, previous to the 28th
Until thefe different objedts are adjufted in the books of the
of March laft.

United

States, the

Comptroller-General, and the balances regularly furnifhed to this office,
it would be improper in me to hazard any ftatement of them, as it might
lead to errors not eafily remedied hereafter.
The Treafurer's accounts of continental and paper money tranfa&ions for
the years 1788 and 1789 are under examination. I fhall have a ftate of them
ready to lay before you in a day or two.
I have from the Treafurer's accounts drawn out a ftate of the taxes due by
the different counties, including half the fupplies of 1781, and the taxes of
31 1580 16 9 ;
1789, to the 30th of September, balance then outftanding
townfhips
of Wayne and
the
the exonerations to Cumberland county, for
Berry, for 1781 and 1782, per act of 27th of September, 1788, and to
WaJJnngton county, per act of 3d of Ottober, 1788, will appear to the
and alio the taxes
credit Of thefe counties, when poffeffed of the amount
received from non-refidents of different counties, when the years can be

£

-,

afcertained.

colle&ed, has been indifcriminately paid by County
Treafurers with the other taxes, fave one inftance the laft year. Its produce has been but trifling, and cannot, as the law laying this tax has been

The

carriage-tax,

if

repealed, be counted upon.
The militia fund appears greatly deficient.

ments already

made from

The

claims on

it

for pay-

other funds, warrants iffued fince the icth oi April

unpaid, and penfions to widows and families of milicia officers and privates,
amount to
4636 2 3, per ftatement, befide what remain of the warIf a fair conclufion may be
rants iffued before the 10th of April unpaid.
the laft year's accounts,
from
fund
this
of
produce
drawn of the probable
do
not appear to be equal
it will prove very deficient, as the fines collected
to the expences incurred in exercifing the militia ; other provifion will

£

therefore be neceffary, or the claims remain unfatisfied.
From the accounts of the late Treafurer it appears, that the fpecial
appropriations have not been always adhered to, but the proceeds of one

fund have been applied

to the difcharge of the claims

upon another.

This

circumftance is attended with many inconveniencies, and, among others,
I
increafed the difficulty in ftating and fettling the trealury accounts.
be
neceffary
that
the
not
it
may
whether
fuggeft,
leave
to
therefore beg

monies he may receive from
the revenues, for which advances have been made, to reimburfe the monies
ufed belonging to other funds, in order that they may be enabled to difcharge the claims on them for which they have been fpecially appropriated.
In the eftimate of the expences of government for the enfuing year, I have
made my calculations, where they were not afcertained by law, in proportion to the laft year ; and in crediting the revenues appropriated for this
This deficiency will be fully made up
purpofe, obferved the fame rule.
from the proteding duties due from the impoft, which will be placed to
the credit of this account, when the collector of the cuftoms accounts are

prefent Treafurer be inftru&ed to apply the

firft

fettled.

In

[

6i

]

In the eftimate of the general claims on government,
and the revenues to
difcharge the fame
a deficiency of
85706 ,4 8 will appear, exclufive
of a balance due the late Proprietaries on five
installments, due the ,d of
September, 1788, which will amount to above
,20000, as the payments
made will amount to little more than the intereft due thereon,
per' ads of
*7*h November, 1779, 9 th February, 1785, and 28th March,
1787
I have credited the amount of a year's taxes
for 1790, which is more
than the whole taxes produced laft year ; alfo the
probable amount of the
balance due on the import, eftimated, from the
beft information I can procure, at I 35000.
I have not credited in the
eftimate any thin- from
the Virginia grants, there being but little to be expefted
from that fource
The Loan-Office of
150000 principal being nearly liberated from the
redemption of the dollar money of ift June,
1780, 35091 dollars principal
of that money having been exchanged for money of
March 1785, counted
and burnt by the committee, the balance ontftanding is
very fmall
The
principal and intereft due on this fund may be
applied to other purpofes
but it is too flow in its operation to yield any immediate relief.
The deficiency of the excife in the payment of intereft on depreciation
certificates will be fully made up, as there are
confiderable fums outftandmg on the excife ; and the amount of depreciation certificates

£

£

£

•

will probably
reduced by the Land-Office, owing to the late law preventing
the
receipt of continental certificates in payment of lands.
I was furniffied yefterday from the Comptroller's
office with a lift of federal balances due to and from the commonwealth by feveral
individuals,
ftated as in part.
I apprehend it is abfolutely neceffary that the
books of
that office mould firft be fettled up to the 28th of March laft, and
a balance
fheet drawn out from the whole, before the balances can be
transferred
into the books of this office.
I (hall be ready to attend the committee, to give any
further information
in my power.

be

much

i"

am,

with great

refpecJ,

SIR,
Tour mojl

obedient, mojl

humble fervant,

JOHN DONNALDSON.
Francis Gurney,

Efquire,

Chairman

of the Committee of Ways and Means.
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C

j$n ejlimate of the arrearages of taxes due by the different counties, from 178
to

2°th September, 1789, including only half the Effective Supplies for 1781,

taken

Dr.

from

the Treafurer's accounts.

City

and County of

To

balance due on half of effective fupplie^ for
1781, payable in fpecie,
£ 1003 9 7
Ditto on taxes of 1782,
9480 12 3
8568 8
1783,
1
1112 7 o
1785,
1786,
3302 8 3
1787,
4487 14 11
1788,
7068 6 9
16600 9 o
1789,

£

balance due on taxes for 1782,
1783,
>785>
1786,
1788,

£

1789,

£

Dr.

Balance due 30th Sept. 1789,

51623 15 ic

Chester

Dr.
To

Philadelphia.

10138
9
10
7825
29 2 5
500 18 9
2289 9 7
8093 17 6

28877 12 10

Cr.
£51623

£

15

10

51623 15 10

Cr.

County.
this fum overpaid in 1787,
Balance due 30th Sept. 1789,

By

H

4

28729 18

6

£

£

«47

28877 12 10

[
Dr.
To

balance due on

80

CUMBER!

]

8'

[

Montgomery

Dr.

To

balance due on taxes for 178^,
1786,
«787,
1788,

£

5

12

9

2

«S

3

£

7373 17

>

£

2319 1
2517 17
464 12

S9>

fective fupplies for 178 1,
Balance due 30th Sept. 1789,

n
8
8

5

balance due on taxes for 1786,
>787.
1788,

£

1247 '7
1159 > z

3

z

972

5

5

2 759

3

3

£613.8 18

1

1789,

due on taxes

for

1785,
1786,
17871788,
1789,

£

90s 6 5
1666 13 11
1759 O I
2190 II o
2352 13 2

£8877

4

£8050

1

£

overpaid in tax 1785,
Balance due 30th Sept. 1789,

County.

Balance due 30th Sept. 1789,
Note. Part of this county taken into

Allegeny Sept. 4th, 1788, and enof 1 789,
alfo the exoneration per aft of 3d
Oft. 1788, will be credited this
titled to a credit for taxes

when

17

o

8

11

>35°3

S

«

-C550
5589

15
2

£6138

18

$

10

1

Cr.

County.

Balance due 30th Sept. 1789,

county,

1

3S 01

1

Cr.

County.

7

o

«

7373 «7

fum overpaid on half of ef-

By

Washington

balance due on taxes for 1782,
1786,

£

£

Franklin

Dr.

this

'«

Dauphin

Dr.

1

Cr.

7

6

Cr.
-C7373 '7

County.
By

1

13503

County.

Balance due 30th Sept 1789,

7

2568 10
5042 1

591

£

To

08

156 18

1785,
1786,
1787,
1788,
1789,

Dr.

o

Bocks

balance doe on taxes for 1783,

To balance

10

1291

Dr.

To

1

11

1789,

To

]

afcertained.

£8877

4

7

Z8877

4

7

Cr.
£10351

1

8

Account of balances taken from the foregoing accounts
City and county of Philadelphia,
Chefter county,

[

83

i
j

ed foe the confideratlon of the people, the expence thereof Shall be defrayed
by the State.
The Houfe refumed the confideration of the report of the committee
appointed to examine the minutes of the late Houfe, and bring forward
fuch bufinefs as may be neceifary to lay before this Houfe, postponed November 4th

Whereupon,

:

On

motion of Mr. Clingan and Mr. Mitchell,
Ordered, That all the papers on the files of the General Affembly, reflecting the claims to lands in the county of Luzerne, be referred to Mr.
Rawle, Mr. Britton, Mr. Chapman, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Hoge, Mr. Baird, Mr.
Car/on, Mr. Nevil and Mr. Reify, to report thereon.
The report on the petition of a number of the inhabitants of the counties of Cumberland and Dauphin, read November 25th, was read the fecond
time

WhereuDon

:

1

That the prayer of the petition of fundry of the inhabitants of
Cumberland and Dauphin counties, respecting a road at the end of Peter's
Mountain, cannot be granted, and that they have leave to withdraw their
Refolved,

petition.

The
"

bill,

entituled

" An Acl

of Fayette into

to divide the county

election

was read the fecond time, and coniidered by paragraphs.
That
it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith publishOrdered,
diJlriSls,"

ed for confideration.
"

Adjourned

until three o'clock

on Monday next, P.

M.

Monday, November 30, 1789.

P.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
Petitions from John Chaloner and "John Hart were read, remonstrating
againff. the feveral ads of Affembly refpe&ing public auctions and Auctioneers, and praying the restrictions therein contained may be repealed, fo
far as to authorife every perfon, upon giving fufficient fecurity for the faithful difcharge of the duties, to expofe to fale goods, wares and merchandize,

within the city and liberties of Philadelphia.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Wejlmoreland was read, letting forth, that being uninformed of the act, entituled
" An Act for the gradual
*? An A51 to explain and amend an acl, entituled
" abolition of Slavery, " which requires that all Negroe children born after
the fir ft of March, 1780, Shall be registered on or before the firft day of
April, 1789, they have forfeited their right and title to fuch child or children, and praying a further time may be allowed them for registering

them.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 27th, on the petition of a number of
the inhabitants of Turkey-foot townShip, in the county of Bedford, made report,

which was

read, as follows, viz.

The committee,

to

whom

was referred the

petition

from the inhabitants

of Turkey-foot townShip, in Bedford county, report-

That

84

[

]

appears to your committee, from the beft information they have
been able to obtain, that the inhabitants of Turkey-foot townfhip, in Bedford
county, labour under very great inconveniencies in attending the courts of
juftice and other public bufinefs at the town of Bedford, and that annexing

That

it

faid townfhip to the county of Fayette would add very much to the eafe
and convenience of the inhabitants thereof: Your committee therefore offer

the

the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, to annex the townfhip of Turkey -foot, in Bedford county, to the

county of Fayette.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 1 8th, on the petition of a number of
the inhabitants of Peter's townfhip, in the county of Frank/in, made report,
which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee on the petition from a number of the inhabitants of
Peters, townfhip, in the county of Franklin, flating their particular fituation
with refpect to the tax laid in the year 1782, and praying a further time
may be allowed them for the payment thereof, beg leave to offer the following refolution, viz.

committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to divide the
public taxes laid and afTeffed within the townfhip of Peter's, in the county
of Franklin, in the year 1782, into three equal parts, and to authorife and
empower the collecting thereof in three annual payments, with a provifo,
that the whole of each perfon's fhare or proportion thereof, who fhall neRefolved,

That

a

glect or refufe to give

feeurity for the fame, if required, fhall be

imme-

and collected.
Ordered to lie on the table.
On motion of Mr. Wynkoop, feconded by Mr. M'-Dowell,
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to confer with Mr. Reading
Howell, relative to a map he is preparing of Pennfylvania, and to report fuch
information to the Houfe as may enable them to judge whether any or what
encouragement ought to be afforded him in that undertaking.
Ordered, That Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Cunningham and Mr. Nevil be a comdiately levied

mittee, for the purpofe contained in the foregoing refolution.
Mr. Rawle, in his place, read a bill, entituled " An Acl to provide for
" the cuftody of prifoners committed under the authority of the United States"

and, leave having been obtained for that purpofe, prefented the fame to the
chair, when it was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the tabic
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" A51 to authorife and direct the Supreme Executive Council to appoint Commif" oners, to audit and fettle the accounts between Bedford and Huntingdon
" counties, and for other purpofes therein mentioned^' which was read the firft

f

time, and

Ordered to

The
" of

bill,

on the table.
entituled " An A£l

the officers

lie

provide for a continuation of the falaries
of the Land-office," was read the fecond time, and confidered
to

by paragraphs.
Ordered,

That

it

be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith publifh-

cd for confederation.

Agreeably
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C
Agreeably

to the order

]

of the day, the Houfe

refnlverl Stair*

•

,

Mr. Speaker quitted the chair, and the
Chairman was placed therein
After iome time fpent in difcuhW
the fubiert thfriJChairman quitted the
J
chair, and Mr. Speaker refumed
The Chairman then reported, that the
committee had made further oro

*

'

,

Leave was accordingly granted.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow,

December

Thefitaj,

The Houfe met
h
-co Jd

°

That h

Lnn^'
report thereon.
The
pmAer

M.

A. M.

1789.

purfuant to adjournment

em0rial

time

1,

A.

Jem "

f

^

H Ckleh
°

rCferred t0

"** N0Vember 28tb

Mr

-

*** Mr »Ht
«

>

was -ad the

fe-

and Mr. Vaux to
lo
»

petition of the Commiffioners of
the county of Dauphin
read flfc.
««/*«», reaa
2Vo28th, was read the fecond time

^ ^"^

31
rep^rSeo? *

The

petition of a

number of

t0

^

C**"** Mr £ ^
-

^

Mr.

2*7%

to

the inhabitants of the county

oSWa/Mmtm.
^^tngton,
November 27th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered That it be referred to the members
from the counties of Watbm*y
|B»and Allegheny, to report thereon.
*
On motion of Mr. T^aaw, feconded by Mr. Downing
Refohed, That the members of GJgftr and £>,/*«,*«
read

toittee

to bring in a bill to affix the quotas

the faid counties.

The

petitions of

counties be a com
of the public taxes for each of

John Chaloner and John Hart, read

the fecond time.

yefterday,
J
*'

were read
eaa

That they be referred to the committee on the petition
of Jonas
appointed November 27th, with the addition
of Mr. Gurnev Mr
C OT<M ' Mr M'DoweH, Mr. flfc,, Mr. Moore, Mr
Nevil
1 *?* ^'- ^/
Ordered,

Philips,

-

and

Mr.

.#£<?£,

to report thereon.

The

petition of a number of the inhabitants of
the county of Wellmoreread yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Wynkoop, Mr.
Bryan and Mr Hoee
6 *
to report thereon.
land,

The committee
the inhabitants
as

follows, viz.

appointed November 25th, on the petition of
a number of
of the county of Montgomery, made report, which
was read

The committee on

the petition of a number of the inhabitants
of Montgomery county, praying that the public offices of their
county may be kept
"
in the county town, report
That the requeft contained in their petition appears to the
committee neceffary for the convenience of fuitors and others
having bufinefs to tranfacl
and of courfe that regulations for that purpofe would
be highly expedient!
The fafety of the papers and records belonging to or in the
cuftody
'

of Pro-

^

thonotaries,

[

86

]

thonotaries, Regifters and Recorders, has occurred to the committee as s.
matter of much importance, and the provifions made for that purpofe in the

county of Bucks, fupported by the law pafled on that occalion, March 2 ill,
In order to carry thefe beneficial
1772, have appeared worthy of imitation.
objects into effect throughout the ftate, the committee propofe the following
reiblutions, viz.

be recommended to the Commifiioners of the feveral
counties in this {late, with the approbation of the Juftices of the county
court of Quarter Seffions and Grand Jury, to cauie, as loon as conveniently
may be, a luitable building to be erected at the place appointed by law for
holding the courts in their refpective counties, for the reception and fafe
keeping of the records and other papers belonging to or in the proper cuftody
of the Prothonotary of the county court of common pleas, the Clerk of the
county court of quarter feffions, the Clerk of the orphans court, the Recorder of deeds, and the Regifter for the probate of wills and granting letters
That fuch buddings be conof adminiftration, of their refpective counties
fafe
and
fecure plan, to avoid the
the
moil
upon
ilone,
or
ftructed of brick

That

Refolved,

it

:

ravages of

fire.

That copies of this refolution be forthwith tranfmitted by the
the
Houfe to the Commifiioners of the feveral counties.
of
Clerk
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to require the
public officers of the refpective counties in this ftate to keep their offices in
fuch place as is or fhall be by law eftablifhed for holding the courts for fuch
And as foon as fuitable buildings fhall have been conftructed, in
counties.
purfuance of the recommendation of this Houfe, for the reception of the
records and papers belonging to or in the proper cuftody of the Prothonotary of the county court of common pleas, the Clerk of the county court of
quarter feffions, the Clerk of the orphans court, the Regifter for the probate of wills and granting letters of adminiftration, and the Recorder of'
deeds, to compel fuch officers to depofit fuch records and papers in the laid
Refolved,

buildings.

Ordered

on the table.

to lie

M

AB

to repeal fo
An
"
An
Act
provide
for
a
continuation
entituled
to
of the
an
ac7,
much of
" falaries of the officers of the land-office, and to afcertain and provide the
" falary for the Judge of the Admiralty, and for other purpofes therein men" tioned, as relates to the falary of the Judge of the Admiralty," and, leave
having been obtained for that purpofe, prefented the fame to the chair, when
it was read the firft time, and

Mr. Rawle,

his

in

place, read

a

bill,

entituled

***

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

"

An

Ac! for found" trig and endowing a public fchool in the town and county of Huntingdon,"
and, leave having been obtained for that purpofe, prefented the fame to the
chair, when it was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled ** An Act to incorporate a Society, by the name of " The
" Pennfylvania Society for promoting the abolition of flavery, and for the relief
*'
of free Negroes unlawfully held in bondage, and for improving the condition of
" the African race," was read the fecond time, and confidered by para-

Mr. D. Stewart,

in his place,

read a

bill,

entituled

graphs.
Ordered,

That

it

be tranferibed for a third reading.

The

[
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bill, entituled I An Aft to reimburfe Gabriel Coxe,
George Vallendigham and Andrew Sweringen, for monies advanced by them in defence
of
the frontiers of Washington county," was read the fecond time, and
con-

The
CI

sidered by paragraphs.

That

Ordered,

be tranicribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

it

lished for confideration.

The

entituled

bill,

" An

Ac~i to limit the time

for exchanging and redeemalfo to limit the time for ex" changing and redeeming certain certificates iffued for the pur chafe
of horfes,
" provifions and other articles, by virtue of an aft of General Affembly
pafied
" on the firft day of June, in the year of our Lord one tboufand even hundred
fl and
eighty," was read the third time.

?-«

ing certain

bills

of credit therein mentioned,

and

f

And

in debating the title of the faid bill,

was moved by Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Gurney,
That the fame be amended, fo as to read as follows, viz.
" An Acl to limit the time for exchanging and redeeming certain
" dit and certificates therein mentioned."
It

bills

of cre-

Which w as determined in the affirmative.
And the bill having been fully coniidered by
r

Ordered,

That

it

paragraphs,
be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into

a

law.

The report on the petition of a number of the inhabitants of Peter %
townfhip, in the county of Franklin, read yefterday, was read the fecond
•time.

Ordered, That the confideration thereof be poflponed.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

Wednefday, December
The Houfe met

A

petition

2,

M.

1789.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from Henry

Steh'v

was

read, fetting forth, that

he was

polleffed

of land fituated in the county of Weftmoreland, a part of
which has been fold for the trifling fum of fifteen pence, in payment of the
public taxes ; and praying this Houfe to grant him relief in the premifes.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 25th, on the petition of a number
of the inhabitants of Waflrington county refiding in the diftridt commonly

of a certain

trad:

called Bent/ey's Dtfiricl,

made

report,

which was

read,

as follows,

viz.

The committee, to whom was referred the petition of the inhabitants of
the fecond diftridl of Wafhington county, report
That they are of opinion the prayer of the faid petition ought to be
granted, and therefore offer the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, to alter the place of holding elections in the fecond diftrict of
Wajhington county.

The" committee appointed November zjth, on the memorial and petition
of divers officers in the late American hofpital department, made report,
which was read, as follows, viz.

The committee,

to

whom

was referred the petition of the

officers in

the

hofpital department, report

That

[
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That they have attended to the bufinefs committed to them, and that,
however fenfible the committee are of the great and meritorious fervices
performed by the faid officers, yet as they can find no law under which the
can claim, offer the following refolution,
Refohed, That the petition of the officers in the hofpital department cannot be granted.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The Houfe refumed the confideration of the report on the petition of a
number of the inhabitants of Peter's townfhip, in the county of Franklin,
officers

Whereupon
poftponed yefterday
Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Marjljall,
of
It was, on motion
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on ways and means, to re:

port thereon.

The Houfe refumed

the confideration of the report on the petition of

Alexander Lewis, "James Gamble and Patter/on Bell.
And in debating the following refolution, viz.
" Refohed, That Jofepb Miller, being charged with mifconduct in keep" ing a tippling-houfe, and aiding, abetting and affifting William Robinjbn,
** one of the Collectors of taxes
in and for the county of Lancajler, to
•**
make his efcape with a fum of public money, appear before this Houfe,
" and (hew caufe why he fhould not be removed from his office of Juftice
" of the Peace of the faid county of Lancajier."
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the refolution ?"

—

—

was carried in the negative.
Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. M'Dowell,
Refohed, That the petitioners have leave to withdraw their petition.
The report on the petition of divers inhabitants of the county of MontWhereupon
gomery, read November 27th, was read the fecond time
Refohed, That the petitioners on the fubject of exoneration for militia
fines of the county of Montgomery have leave to withdraw their petition.
The report on the petition of a number of the inhabitants of the county
Whereupon
of Montgomery, read yefterday, was read the facond time
Refohed, That it be recommended to the Commiffioners of the feveral
counties in this ftate, with the approbation of the juftices of the County
Court of Quarter Seffions and Grand Jury, to caufe, as foon as conveniently
may be, a fuitable building to be erected at the place appointed by law for
holding the courts in their refpedive counties, for the reception and fafe
keeping of the records and other papers belonging to or in the proper
cuftody of the Prothonotary of the county court of common pleas, the
Clerk of the county court of quarter feffions, the Clerk of the orphans court,
the Recorder of deeds, and the Regifter for the probate of wills and grantThat fuch building letters of ariminiftration, of their refpedive counties.
ings be conftruded of brick or ftone, upon the moll fafe and fecure plan, to
It

:

:

avoid the ravages of

fire.

Refohed, That copies of this refolution be forthwith tranfmitted by the
Clerk of the Houfe to the Commiffioners of the feveral counties.
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to require
the public officers of the refpedive counties in this ftate to keep their offices
in fuch place as is or fhall be by law eftablifhed for holding the courts for
fuch counties. jAnd as foon as fuitable buildings fhall have been conftruded,
in purluance of the recommendation of this Houfe, for%the reception of the
records

c

*9

:

records and papers belonging to or in the proper cuftody of the Prothonotary of the county court of common pleas, the Clerk of the county court

of quarter

feffions, the Clerk of the orphans court, the Regifter for the
probate of wills and granting letters of administration, and the Recorder of
deeds, to compel fuch officers to depofit fuch records and papers in the faid

buildings.

Ordered, That Mr. Raw/e, Mr. Chapman, Mr. Paul, Mr. Schmyfer, Mr.
Kennedy, Mr. Jobnjion and Mr. Faux be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.

A motion was made by Mr. Cunningham, feconded by Mr. Clingan, in the
following words, viz.
Whereas the barracks in the borough of Lancajler were erected at the
public expence, for the accommodation of the troops who fliould be ftationed in the faid borough from time to time, as the public exigencies
mould require
And whereas the faid barracks are in a ruinous ftate, and
become the retreat of idle, vagrant and diforderly perfons (particularly on
:

Sabbath days) to the great diiturbance and annoyance of the peaceable and
Well difpoied people of the faid borough, and there does not appear any neceffity of maintaining or keeping them in repair
Therefore the following
refolution is fubmitted to the confideration of the Houfe, viz.
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, authoriling the Prefident or Vice-Prefident in Council to appoint
Commiffioners to fell the laid barracks erected in the borough of Lancajler
at public au&ion, and the monies arifing therefrom to be applied to the ufe
of the commonwealth.
On motion of Mr. Boys, feconded by Mr. Wynkoop,
Ordered, That to-morrow be affigned for the third reading of the bill,
entituled " An A61 to a/certain the quality of\ Pot and Pearl-Apes," and thai
it be the order for that day.
The bill, entituled " An Aft to provide for the cuftody of prifoners com:

" mitted under

the authority of the United States,"

was read the fecond time,

and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith published for confideration.

" An

for incorporating the Minifler, Trujlees and
" Members of the Methodijl Epijcopal Church, known by the name of Saint
•" George'j Church, in the city of Philadelphia, in the commonwealth of Penn«* fylvania," was read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That be tranferibed for a third reading.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" Act for regulating fences, and directing the mode of proceeding with trejfpajf-

The

"

bill,

entituled

At~l

ing creatures within the counties hereinafter mentioned,"

firft

which was read the

time, and

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" A£l concerning ftray horfes, cattle and jheep, and to prevent Jlone-horfes
" running at large*, alfo to repeal the ac~l, entituled " An AcT: to improve the
" breed of horfes, and regulate rangers," which was read the firft time,
and

Ordered to lie on the table.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A.

Z

M.
Tburfday,

;

C

90.

]

Thurfday^ December 3, 1789.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
late of the eighth Pennjylvania regiment,
was read, praying he, together with the men under his command, may by
law be entitled to receive the depreciation due on their pay.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 17th, on the petition of a number of the members of the corporation of the Proteitant Epifcopal Church
of Saint John, in the borough of Tork, made report, which was read, as

A

letter

from Van Sweringen,

follows, viz.

The committee,

to

whom

was referred the petition of the members of

the Corporation of the Proteitant Epifcopal
borough of Tork, report

Church of Saint

"John,

in

the

reafonable, and ought in the
granted.
To obje&s fo meritorious as the
opinion of the committee to be
promotion of religious worfhip and diflemination of learning, the Legiflature

That the prayer of the

petitioners appears

where it can be done without throwing unThe plan propoied in
remainder
of the citizens.
juft burthens upon the
the petition being calculated to obviate the latter objection, the committee
fubmit the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to enable the
by
perfons therein mentioned to raife the fum of
a lottery, for the purpoie of compleating the parfonage houfe and academy
of the Proteftant Epifcopal Church of Saint John, in the borough of Tork,
and that the laid bill contain a provifo, that the right of mortgaging the
faid parfonage houfe mall not be thereby affected.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee on ways and means made a further report in part, which
is

bound

was

read,

to lend its afiiltance,

as follows,

viz.

and means beg leave to report
That it appears to them, on an investigation into the finances of the fcate,
that fo large a proportion of the taxes heretofore laid is in arrear, that a fufficient fum can be collected from the arrearages, without further burthening the people at this time, to anfvver the immediate exigencies of the ftate
that a mode of collecting thefe arrearages, fo as to make the payment thereof as eafy as the nature of the cafe will admit, is in the contemplation 6f
the committee, but, as the feffion is drawing to a conclufion, a fufficient
attention cannot now be paid to the fubject by the committee, to digeft all
the details of the fyitem they propofe, nor render the plan fo perfect as one fo
Strong hopes are entertained that relief will be affordimportant requires.
ed, by early fcederal arrangements, from the preffure under which the ftate
The comlabours as to its debts contracted for the purpofes of the war.
mittee have therefore the more readily indulged their feelings for their fellow-citizens, who have been for many years beyond their abilities loaded
with a direct taxation, to a degree unparalleled, in its proportion to the proThat the
ductive value of the property, in any other part of the world.
a
temporary
of
ceffation
of
fundherein,
the
mcafure about to be propofed
ing tax, will not only facilitate the collection of the arrearages, but give
fatisfaction to thofe who are uneaiy under the weight of taxes, and prevent

The committee on ways

thofe

1

/

[

9i

]

thofe numerous emigrations, which too frequently diminifh the population
of the itate. Your committee therefore conceive that a law mould be immediately enacled, to fufpend for one year the operation of the act, entituled

" An AM for furnijhtng
" reft of the debts of the

the quota of this fate towards paying the annual inteUnited States, and for funding and -paying the inter ejl

of the public debts of

the impofing the tax
after the nift
They therefore report, that it be
day of January next.
Refohed, Th^t a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to fufpend fo
much of an act, entituled " An Atl for jurnijhing the quota of this fate to" wards paying the annual intereft of the debts of the United States, and for
*'

this

fate,"

fo

as it directs

far

therein mentioned for the ipace of twelve

"funding and paying

months from and

the inter eft of the public debts of this ftate," as refpecls

the alfeflment of the tax therein mentioned for twelve months, from and
after the firft day of January next, and no longer.

Ordered to lie on the table.
motion was made by Mr. Balliot, feconded by Mr. M'Doivell,
To take up the laid report, by fpecial order, for a fecond reading.
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the fame?" the Yeas and
Nays were called by Mr. Kennedy and Mr. M'Dowell, and were as fol-

A

—

—

low, viz.

YEAS.

YEAS.

Thomas

Jacob Hiltzheimer,
2 William Rawle,
3 Francis Gurney,
4 Samuel AJhmead,

24
25
26
27

5 'Thomas Paul,
6 Thomas Britton,

28 Nicholas Lutz,
29 Daniel Leinbach,

7 Elias Boys,

30 Peter Ealer,

8 Gerardus Wynfoop,

3

1

9 Valentine Upp,
1

2
3

4
5

6

John Chapman,
James Bryan,
Richard Thomas,
Richard Downing, jun.
Caleb James,
John M'Dowell,
James Clemfan,

7 John Hopkins,
8 Henry Dering,
9 James Cunningham,
20 Jacob Erb,
21 John Miller,
22 Jacob Schmyfer,
23 John Stewart,

NAY

Lilley,

William Godfrey.

John Ludwig,
Jojeph Sands,

Stephen Balliot,
32 Conrad Ihrie, jun.
33 Anthony Lercb, jun,

34 John White,
35 Thomas Ryerfon,
36 Jacob Reiff,
37 Jonathan Roberts,
38 Benjamin Markley,
39 James Faux,

40 John Carfon,
4 James NT Cr eight,
42 Obadiah Gore,
43 David Stewart,
44 Hugh Lloyd,
45 Richard Riley.

NAYS.

S.

Thomas Clingan,

4 David

Jojeph Reed,
Thomas Kennedy,

6 John Moore,

5

Mitchell,

Jonathan Hoge,

NAYS.
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]

Account of arrearages of taxes due by the

different counties in continental

and Ji ate money.
Dr.

and County of Philadelphia.

City

Account of Taxes

for 1781, for

£

3 fi

Dr.
To

Chester
balance due on taxes,

ji

6026

this fum received fince
to ift Jan. 1 88,
Ditto, April 1789,

By

"

1=

2394 13

£

1785.

funding and finking Paper Money.

To

balance due on taxes of
178*.
Balance oyerpud on this tax, per contra, which will be carried to the credit of the arrearages of 1781,
1785.

Cr.

ift

Jan. 1785

63

£

Account of Taxes

102

2

S

7

6

159369 10

2

£711216

1

40 1
1734 14

6

n

9

and for funding and finking Paper Money.

for 1781,

this fum received fince, from ift
Jan. 1785 to ift Jan. 1788,
Ditto from Jan. ift 1788 to 30th Sept.
1789,

By

£888711

9

Ji

1785.

To

York
balance due on taxes,

j

85138

Balance due,

Dr.

6

£74231

£

To

balance due on taxes for 1781,
funding,

6026

Cr.
"

Balance due,
159369

5

o

5S°7

4

County, on account of Continental Taxes.
£ 159369 10 2
By this fum received fince,
£

n

151814

£

£

9

8887

County, on account of Continental Taxes.
£ 409353

o

By

7

fum paid

this

2

Cr.

fince ift Jan. 1785 to

,

Jan. 178S,
£ 293621 19
ift Jan. 1788 to 30th Sept.
1789,
29667 10
ift

5

Ditto from

Balance due,

£409353

Account of Taxes

To balance due on taxes for
To ditto, for funding, &c.

£

and

for 1781,

£

1781,

07

10848 6
4471 15

o
o

for

Dr.

Berks

c

7

funding and finking Paper Money.

fum paid fince ift Jan. 1785 to
Jan. 17S8,
Ditto,
Ditto from ift Jan. 1788 to joth Sept.

By

this

£

ift

10

3408 8
1529 10

6
o

57* 14
9809 7

9

£ 153^3

£

281050

Account of Taxes

To balance due on taxes for 1781,
for funding, &c.

5

By

fum paid

this

fince,

and

for funding

By

£624910

*

£ Ciw

*

10

o

£281050

5

7

£

5

7

£6517

1

£

1

2

57

for 1781,

1

9

Cr.

County, on account of Continental Taxes.

£207442 7
1785. To balance due on taxes,
To balance overpaid on this tax, carried
to the credit of funding, &c. of 1781,
73607 18
at 73 for 1, £ 981 8 9,

Carried over,

2

409353

1789.
Balance due,

£ 15320

o

36063 11

and finking Paper Money.

this

to

ift

fum

received fince

ift

Jan. 1785

Jan. 1788,

Carried over,

B

b

281050

65 17

98

[

]

Account of arrearages of taxes, &c.

Berks

Dr.

County.

Account of Taxes

£

Brought ever,
Balance overpaid per contra, which will
be carried to the credit of arrearages
of 1782 and 1783,

Lancaster

16139

£
Account of Taxes

By

120222

4

3

4

3

and

for 1781,

To

balance due on taxes of
17*'.
To ditto, for funding, &c.
Balance overpaid on taxes per contra,
which will be carried to the credit of
arrearages of 1782,

£

To

3

6

2744

Cumberland
balance due on taxes,

10
240 18 6

10121

13206

7

this

fum paid

%

9

Account of Taxes

To balance

due on taxes
Ditto on funding, &c.

for 1781,

2

«5i57 is
6980 12

9
6

To balance

Bedford
due on taxes,

3

Ditto for funding, &c.
Balance in continental overpaid, at 75
fori, £12022243,

£

By

this

fum

for finking

By

for 1781,

Ditto, for funding, &c.

13206

7382

3

8 11

136167 7 6
26796 15 10
164669 19 5

£

327634

2

9

fum paid fince
Jan. 1788,
ift

ift

£

9

7

Jan. 1785 to

2620
2146

4 11

Jan. 1788 to 30th Sept.

284 4
486 16
16600 13

£22.38

6

o
3

8

3

Cr.

£

£

439>* 17
1164 3
389458 1*

S

o
6

434534 18 11

and for finking and funding Paper Money.
o

fum paid fince ift Jan. 1785 to
Jan. 1788,
Ditto,
Ditto from ift Jan. 1788 to 30th Sept.
1789,

By

this

ift

£

Balance due,

£

3

£

3

85

J166
4115 ij

1602 19

and funding Paper Money.

this

ift

o
o

Cr.

paid fince,

434534 18 11

£

8

2

808

Ditto,

Account of Taxes

o

4

Balance due,

"To balance due on taxes for 1781,

8

fum paid fince ift Jan. 1785 to
Jan. 1788,
£ 10654 13
Ditto from 1 It Jan. 1788 to 30th Sept.
140 14
1789, on taxes of 1781,

County, on account of Continental taxes.
By this fum paid fince,
£ 434534 18 11

£

16139

120222

Balance due,

Dr.

9

£

Ditto,

1785.

8

3

1789,

8

5

981

ift

Ditto,
Ditto, from

£22138

6

this

9

and

for 1781,

£

1409

3

4

Balance due,
327634

6

Cr.

Ditto,

£

3361 12

isoiti

8 11

3*7634

1

£

fince ift Jan. 1785,

County, on account of Continental Taxes.

£

£ 65 17
10321 3

and funding Paper Money.

for finking

By

£

Dr.

£

County, on account of Continental Taxes.

balance overpaid on this account,
carried to the credit of tax for 1781,
at 75 for 1, £ 1602 19 3,
£120222

378,5.

Brought over,
Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto, from ift Jan. 1788 to 30th Sept.
1789,
Balance of conti. money, £ 73607 18 2,
at 75 for 1,

o

8

To

1785.

Cr.
&c

*

9889 17 10

£

Dr.

6249 >o

for 1781,

5

£

122 1*
21 5

*
4

380 19
6857 6

8

7382

5

3

3

99

I

1

Account of arrearages of

Northampton

Dr.
3785.

To balance

due on

&c.
Cr.

County, on account of Continental Taxes.

£4561617

taxes,

taxes,

By

8

this

fum paid

£

fince,

2054 5
435 62 »*

o

45616 >7

8

Balance due,

£
Account of Taxes

To balance due

on taxes of 1781,
Balance overpaid per contra, which

45616 17

£

u

By

9

will

fince

ift

Jan. 1785 to

Jan. 1788,
Ditto to 30th Sept. 1789,

o

5

2855 ij

j

412

£

Northumberland
balance due on taxes,

fum paid

this

ift

be carried to the credit of arrearages
of 1782,

Dr.
1785. To

and for Cnking and funding Paper Money.

for 17X1,

3443

£

8

By

8

10

this

fum

paid fince

ift

1

1855 13

z

£

Cr.

8

for 1781,

and

7169
3598

90
6

%

for finking

"

497298 10

8

this

ift

£

1009 17

"Westmoreland

Dr.
1785.

To

balance due on taxes,

Account of Taxes

To balance

due on taxes of 1781,
Ditto, on funding, &c.

for 1781,

Dr.
To balance

Bucks
due on taxes,

6

and

2613 15
11144

1

Account of Taxes

To

balance due on taxes of 1781,

for 1781,

£144318

10

e

By

this

fum paid

6

a 10

£

1 Jo

1x144

Cr.

fince ift Jan. 17S5 to

£17693 13 >°
ift

Jan. 1788 to

*

£

»

3

9

58397 13

7

86093 11

1

£447

5

9

49 »9
1944 10

3
c

and for finking and funding Paper Money.
5
By this fum received from ift Jan. 1785
to ift Jan. 1788,
Ditto, ditto,
Ditto, from ift Jan. 1788 to 30th Sept.
1789,
Balance due,

£2443 18

o

£11144

Balance due,
86093 11

S

o

ift Jan. 1788,
Ditto, received from
30th Sept. 1789,

£

767 11

5

and funding Paper Money.

Balance due,

County, on account of Continental Taxes.
£8609311

4

£586063

Balance due,

for finking

£9530 710

£

1785.

o

'

344 6
9405 18

Cr.

County, on account of Continental Taxes.

£586063

3

796
£

6

10767 11

7

5

Balance due,

£

7

»

and funding Paper Money.

fum paid fince ift Jan. 1785 to
Jan. 1788,
Ditto from ift Jan. 1788 to 30th Sept.
1789,
Ditto,

By

65776 17

18061
4'3459

£

497198 10

£

3

34 l8

Jan 1785 to

1789,

Account of Taxes

4

1

£

Balance due,

To balance due on taxes of 1781,
Ditto, for funding, &c.

13

131

Ditto,

ift Jan. 1788,
Ditto from ift Jan. 1788 to 30th Sept.

£

£1689

County, on account of Continental Taxes.

£497198

8

5

130

£*443

'8

5

Lift

Lift of balances,

c

IOO

taken

from

Due

]
the foregoing accounts.
Funding &c.in
State Money.

Taxes for 178 1,
in State Money.

in Continental.

Balances overpaid
in State Money.

£^394

City and County of Philadelphia,
Chefter County,

£85138

York,

7

6

86063 11

2

£
£

9809

1734- 14

«3

4

2

9

7

9889 17 10
2744 6 7

Berks,
Lancafter,

Cumberland,
Bedford,

Northampton,
Northumberland,
Weltmoreland,
-

Bucks,

164669
389458
43562
413459
586063
58397

>9
18
12

5
6
8

5

11

o

6

'3

7

£1816813

9

3

16600 13
6857 6

3
3

412
9405 18 4
9530 7 10

£

52203 13

|j

I

I

5

£

2613 15
1944 10

o

6291 19

7

o

5

8

2

5

£

1

5440

1

JOHN DONNALDSON.
Regijler GeneraVs Office,

November 30, 17S9.

Ordered to

lie

on the

table.

On

motion of Mr. Gurney, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,
Ordered, That one hundred copies of the foregoing itatement be printed,
for the ufe of the members.
The committee of accounts made report, which was read ; and on motion,
and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, and adopted, as
follows, viz.

The committee of accounts report
That there is due to Mr. Andrew Brown

for printing fundry bills,

and for

of the members

of the Fcederal Gazette for one year, for the ufe
of Affembly, the fum of thirteen pounds two fallings and fix-pence
fix copies

:

There-

fore

That the Speaker draw an order on the Treafurer of this ftate,
of Andrew Brown, printer, for the fum of thirteen pounds two fal-

Refolved,

in favor

and fix pence, in full of his account.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A.

lings

Friday
The Houfe met

A

•,

December

4,

M.

1789.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from Peter Roberts, an insolvent debtor, confined in the gaol
of the city and county of Philadelphia, was read, praying to be releafed from
his imprifonment ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read
petition

the fecond time.
Ordered, That
to report thereon.

A

it

be referred to Mr. Britton, Mr. Moore and Mr. Faux,

From the public creditors in the city and neighbourhood of
by their committee, was read, fuggelting their reafons againit
enacting any law for fufpending the payment of certain taxes under the
operation of divers ads of Affembly, referred to in their petition.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The letter from Van Sweringen, read yeflerday, was read the fecond
petition

Philadelphia,

time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Clingan,
fon, to report thereon.

Mr. Mar/hall and Mr. Car-

The

[

The committee
made

•

]

appointed November 25th, on the petition of

which was

report,

101

David

Jones,

read, as follows, viz.

The

committee, to whom was referred the petition of David Jones,
collector of taxes, report
That having notified the faid David Jones to appear before them with his
duplicate, and examined the fame, as well as the depolition of Francis
Leatberman, and the affirmations of Mordecai Jones and Catharine Dougherty,
your committee are of opinion that the fads ftated are true : Therefore offer
the following refolution, viz.

That

committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be paffed
David Jones from the payment of the fum of twentytwo pounds jour fallings and Jeven-pence, money by him received in payment of public taxes, and of which he was robbed.
Ordered to lie on .the table.
The committee appointed December ift, on the petition of James Hockley,
made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the memorial of James Hockley,
Efquire, beg leave to report
Refolved,

a

into a law, to exonerate

That they have duly confidered the

fubjecl: matter of the faid memorial,
under the hand of David Rittenhoufe, Efquire, that he,
as Treafurer to the Commiffioncrs appointed by law, did, on the twentyfifth day of September, 1773, receive of James Hockley, one of the Commiffioners, the fum of twenty-Jive pounds, to be expended in clearing the
river Schuylkill, which money appears by the Treafurer's book to be paid by
him to Anthony Levering, who fuper in tended the workmen employed in
clearing laid river ; and the Treafurer further certifies, that it is the only
fum received by him for that purpofe: The committee therefore offer the
following refolve,
That the Supreme Executive Council be authorifed to draw an order on
the State Treafurer, in favor of James Hockley, for the fum of twenty-Jive
pounds, in full of his claim, to be paid out of the five thoufand pounds Imperially appropriated by law for the payment of claims, as foon as that fund
ihall be fufhciently productive.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe made report, which was read,

and have

it

certified

as follows, viz.

appointed by a refolution of the Houfe on the
Howell, on the fubjecl: of the map of this
Reading
with
confer
to

The committee

Jhe

is

firft

inftant

ftate

which

preparing, report

Reading Howell, and have
carefully examined the map he is preparing, which is nearly completed,
and has met with the approbation of the committee ; that in the opinion of
the committee, the importance and utility of a true geographical knowledge
of the territory of this ftate will amply juftify the interference of the Houfe
been
in favor of Mr. Howell, who, from the great expence he has already
affiftwithout
the
map
engrave
publifh
and
able
to
at, is not likely to be

That they have had a conference with the

ance

:

They

faid

therefore fubmit the following refolution, viz.

be granted to
Reading Howell, to enable him to complete and publifh a map of this ftate,
which fhall be paid him by an order of the Prefident of the Supreme ExRefolved,

That the fum of

C

c

ecutive

I° 2

[

]

ecutive Council on the Treafurer of the ftate j and that a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, for the purpofe contained in the foregoing refolution.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled *« An
" Aft to fufpend, for the time therein mentioned, part of an aft, entituled
" An A<5t for furnifhing the quota of this ftate towards paying the annual
" intereft of the debts of the United States, and for funding and paying the
" intereft of the pubiic debts of this ftate," pqffed the fixteenth of March,
" one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-five'," which was read the firft time,
and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Mr. Rawle, in his place, read a bill, entituled "
Supplement to an aft,
" entituled " An Acl to incorporate the city of Philadelphia," and having
obtained leave, prefented the fame to the chair, when it was read the firft
time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

A

Mr.
"
"

Ryerfon, in his place, read a

"

bill,

entituled

"

A Supplement to an aft>

An

Acl to improve the breed of horfes, and to regulate fangers," and having obtained leave, prefented the fame to the chair, when
it was read the firft time, and
Ordered to He on the table.
The bill, entituled " An A51 to authorife and direft the Supreme Executive
** Council to appoint Commifjioners to audit and fettle the accounts between Bed" ford and Huntingdon counties, and for other purpofes therein mentioned,"
was read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pubentituled

lished for confederation.

The

entituled

bill,

" mitted under

" An ASI

to

provide for the cufiody of prifoners comwas read the third time,

the authority of the United States,"

and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That
law.

The
f*

"
*t

it

be engrofled, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

" An Aft

for incorporating the Minifler, Trujlees and
Members of the Methodifi Epifcopal Church, known by the name of Saint
George'j Church, in the city oj Philadelphia, in the commonwealth of'Pennfylvania," was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
entituled

bill,

Ordered,

That

it

be engrofled, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

law.

The

having been brought in engroffed, were feverally comthe table, enacled into laws, and the Speaker directed to iign the

following

bills

pared at
fame, viz.

An
credit

and

to

limit the time

for exchanging and redeeming certain

bills of,

certificates therein mentioned.

ACT

an aB, entituled " An A61 for opening and amending the public roads and highways within this province."

An
**

ACT

Adjourned

to continue

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

M.
Saturday,

C
Saturday

',

I0 3

December

]

5,

1789.

A. M.

The Houfe met
The committee

purfuant to adjournment.
appointed December lft, on the petition of a number of
inhabitants
of
the
the county of Weflmoreland, made report, which was
read,

as follows,

viz.

The committee on the petition of Nathaniel Hurjl and others,
that further time may be given them for the purpofe of regiftering

praying
of fuch

Negroe and A-lulattoe children as have been born fince the law for the abolition of llavery as they are poffeffed of, are of opinion that the prayer of the
petitioners is realbnable and juft, and therefore offer the following refolution.

Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to give further
time to the faid Nathaniel Hurjl, and the other petitioners, for the purpofe of regiftering of fuch Negroe and Mulattoe children as they are poffeffed of, who have been born lince the rlrft day of March, 1780.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed yefterday, on the petition of Van Sweringen,
made report, which was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the
fame was read the fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the letter and petition of Captain

Van Sweringen, report
That they have coniidered the

faid letter and petition referred to them,'
and are of opinion that the prayer thereof ought not to be complied with
Therefore offer the following relblution, viz.
Refohed, That Captain Van Sweringen have leave to withdraw his letter
and petition.
The report on the petition of a number of the inhabitants of Turkeyfoot townihip, in the county of Bedford, read November 30th, was read the
Whereupon
fecond time
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, to annex the townfhip of Turkey -foot, in Bedford county, to the
county of Fayette.
Ordered, That Mr. Marfoall, Mr. D. Stewart and Mr. Nevil be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The report on the petition of a number of the inhabitants of the county
of IVafloington, reliding in the election diftricl: commonly called Bentley's DiWhereupon
flribl, read December 2d, was read the fecond time
appointed
be
in a bill, to be enacted
to
bring
committee
a
That
Refohed,
holding
of
elections
the fecond diftricl: of
place
in
into a law, to alter the
:

:

:

Wajhington county.
Ordered, That the members from the county of Wafiington be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing relblution.
The report on the petition of divers officers of the late American hofpital
department, read December 2d, was read the fecond time : Whereupon
Refohed, That the petition of the officers of the hofpital department can-

not be granted.
report of the committee appointed to confer with Reading Howell,
Whereupon
read yefterday, was read the fecond time
be granted tc Reading
of
the
fum
Refohed, That
map
of this ftate, which
publifh
a
Howell, to enable him to complete and

The

:

(hall

C

I0 4
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be paid him by an order of the Prefident or Vice-Prefident in Council
on the Treafurer of the ftate, and that a committee be appointed to bring
fliall

in a bill for the purpofe contained in the foregoing refolution.

Ordered, That Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Cunningham and Mr. Nevil be a
mittee, for the purpofe contained in the foregoing refolution.

On

com-

motion,

Ordered,
the feffion.

That Mr.

Balliot

have leave of abfence during the remainder of

motion of Mr. Wynkoop, feconded by Mr. Harris,
Refolved, That this Houfe will on Wednefday next

On

clofe

their prefent

feffion.

The

" An Ab~l to fufpend, for the time therein mentioned,
entituled " An Act for furniming the quota of this ftate

entituled

bill,

" part of an

atl,

towards paying the annual intereft of the debts of the United States, and
" for funding and paying the intereft of the public debts of this ftate," was
read the fecond time.
And in debating the following paragraph, viz.
" SecJ. 2. Be it enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Reprefentatives of
" the Freemen of the Commonwealth of Pennfylvania, in General Aflein" bly met, and by the authority of the fame, That fo much of the act, en" tituled " An Act for furnijlring the quota of this State towards paying the
" annual inter ejl of the debts of the United States, and for funding and paying
" the intereft of the public debts of this ftate," pafled the fixteenth day of
" March, one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-five, as requires the Com" miffioners of the city and county of Philadelphia, and of the other coun" ties of this ftate refpectively, to iffue their warrants as therein is directed,
" and the Affeftbrs of or in the city of Philadelphia, and of each refpective
'* county, to make return of property as is therein directed, or as requires
" an afleflment or apportionment of the faid tax to be made for the year en" fuing in the city, or any of the counties aforefaid, fliall be, and is hereby
" fufpended for one year from and after the firft day of January next, and
*'

'«

no longer."
It was moved by Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr.

Finley*

To poftpone the conlideration of the faid paragraph, in order to introduce the following in lieu thereof, viz.
" Be it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Reprefentatives
" of the Freemen of the commonwealth of Pennjylvania, in General Aftem" bly met, and by the authority of the fame, That
part
" of the fame tax which by law is directed to be affefied upon and levied
" on the good people of this ftate for the year of our Lord one thoufand
" feven hundred and ninety, for the preceding years, be accordingly abated,
" and that the quota levied upon each and every county within this ftate
** fhall be accordingly leflened from and after the
day of December next."
On

**

the queftion,
faid purpofe ?"

—

—"

Will the Houfe agree to the poftponement, for the afore-

was determined in the negative*
And the faid bill having been fully confidered by paragraphs,
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith
It

publifti-

ed for conlideration.

The
" Act

bill,

entituled

" An ASl

to repeal fo

to provide for the continuation

acl,

entituled

" An

of the

officers

of the

much of an

of the

falaries

" land-

I0 s

c

"
*«

"

J

and to afcertain the falary of the Judge of the Admiralty,
and for other purpofes therein mentioned," as relates to the Judge
of the
Admiralty," was read the third time, and coniidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
land-office,

law.

The

bill, entituled " An Aft to provide
for the cuftody of prifoners committed under the authority of the United States," having been brought in
engroffed, was compared at the table, enacted into a law, and the Speaker
directed to fign the fame.
The petition of the committee of the public creditors, read yefterday,
was, read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on ways and means, to report thereon.

"

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

Monday
The Houfe met

A

petition

',

on Monday next, A.

December

7,

M.

1789.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from fames Rowan, an infolvent

collector of taxes, confined
gaol
of
city
and
county
the
the
of
Philadelphia, was read, praying he may
in

be releafed from his imprifonment ; and on motion, and by fpecial order,
the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Britten, Mr. Moore and Mr. Vaux, to
report thereon.

The committee

appointed November 1 8th, on the petitions of the inhaend of Beaver townfhip, in the county of Northumberland, and of a number of the inhabitants of the townfhips of Potters, Bald
Eagle, Lack, Milford, Fermanagh and Greenwood, in the county of Mifflin,
bitants of the weft

made report, which was read, as
Your committee on the feveral

follows, viz.

petitions of fundry inhabitants of the counof Mifflin and Cumberland, praying that the feat of juftice may be fixed
below the Long Narrows, beg leave to report
That they have duly coniidered the fubject matter of the feveral petitions
of fundry inhabitants of the counties of Mifflin and Cumberland, praying that
the feat of juftice may be fixed below the Long Narrows, and can find no
good reafon for altering the place for holding the courts of juftice for the
county of Mifflin from the place it is fixed in, by the acf of Affembly
which erected Mifflin county into a feparate county, for it appears to your
committee that the place fixed for the feat of juftice is as nearly central as
the nature and fituation of the country will admit of: Therefore offer the
ties

following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That the prayer of the petitions of fundry inhabitants of the
counties of Mifflin and Cumberland, refpecting the altering the feat of juftice,
ought not to be granted, and that they have leave to withdraw their petitions.

D

d

Your

-

io6

[

]

Your committee on the petitioa of fundry inhabitants of the weft end of
Beaver townihip, in Northumberland county, praying that they may be annexed to Mifflin county, beg leave to report
That having duly enquired into the fituation of the inhabitants of the
weft end of Beaver townihip, in Northumberland county, they are induced
to believe they ought to be annexed to Mifflin county, and your committee
find they were included within the lines of Mifflin county in the firft publication of the bill, but through fome miftake in the alteration of the lines,
in the laft reading thereof, they were left out
Therefore offer the following
:

relolution, viz.
Refolved,

That the prayer of fundry inhabitants of the weft end of Bea-

ver townfhip, in Northumberland county, praying to be annexed to Mifflin
county, be granted, and that a committee be appointed to bring in a bill
for that purpofe.

Ordered

The

to lie

on the

table.

David Jones, read December 4th, was read
Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Wynkoop, feconded by Mr. Rawle,
Ordered, That the confideration thereof be poftponed.
The report on the petition of the members of the corporation of the Proteftant Epifcopal Church of Saint John, in the borough of York, read December 3d, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" Act in favor of Reading Howell," which was read the firft time, and
report on the petition of

the fecond time

Ordered

The
"

:

on the table.

to lie

entituled

bill,

"

An

A£l concerning fray

horfes,

cattle

and

jheep,

and

"

prevent horfes running at large; alfo to repeal the act, entituled
An
to improve the breed of horfes, and regulate rangers," was read the
fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith publiihed for confideration.
The bill, entituled "
Supplement to an ac~l, entituled " An Act to incorporate the city of Philadelphia," was read the fecond time, and confidered by
paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith publifhed for confideration.
The bill, entituled " An
for regulating fences, and directing the mode
**
proceeding
with
creatures
within the counties herein after mentiontrefpajjing
of
" ed," was read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith pubto

" Act

A

AB

lifhed for confideration.

"

An AB

a fociety, by the name of *' The
Society for promoting the abolition of flavery, and for the
'* relief
of free Negroes unlawfully held in bondage, and for improving the
" condition of the African race," was read the third time, and confidered

The

bill,

entituled

to incorporate

" Penufylvania

by paragraphs.
Ordered,

That

it

be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

law.

A motion

was

made by Mr.

Clingan,

feconded

by Mr. Ryerfon,

and

adopted, as follows, viz.
Refolved,

I0 7
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Refohed, That a committee be appointed, to take into confideration th e
fubject relating to the falary of the Comptroller-General, and make fuch
report thereon as they may think proper.
Ordered, That Mr. Rawk, Mr. M'Dowell and Mr. Clmgan be a committee, for the purpofe contained in the foregoing refolution.

Adjourned

until three o'clock,

P.

M.
i

Eodem Die,

P.

M.

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
The bill, entituled, " An Acl for founding and
e<

endowing a public fchool

town and county of Huntingdon," was read the fecond time, and
considered by paragraphs.
in

the

Ordered, That

The

it

be tranfcribed for

entituled,

bill,

"

An

Acl

to

a third reading.

authorize and direB the Supreme Execu-

" tive Council to appoint Commijfioners to
" Bedford and Huntingdon counties, and

audit

and

fettle the accounts

between

for other purpofes therein mentioned,"
was read the'third time, and in part confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
The report on the petition of James Hockley, read December 4th, was read
the fecond time
Whereupon
:

Refohed, That the Supreme Executive Council be authorifed to draw an
order on the State Treafurer, in favor of James Hockley, for the fum of
twenty-fve pounds, in full of his claim, to be paid out of the five thoufand
pounds fpecially appropriated by law for the payment of claims, as foon as
that fund (hall be fufficiently productive.
The committee of accounts made report, which was read; and on motion,

and by

as follows,

fpecial order, the

and adopted,

viz.

The committee of
That

fame was read the fecond time,

accounts

report

due to MefTieurs Hall and Sellers, for printing the minutes of
the General Afiembly the three feffions of laft year, and for fundry other articles of printing, as per their account rendered, a balance of two hundred
and twenty-eight pounds three ftoillings and four-pence : Therefore
Refohed, That the Speaker draw an order on the Treafurer of the ftate,
in favor of Hall and Sellers, printers, for the fum of two hundred and twentyeight pounds three fallings and four-pence, in full of their exhibited account.
The bill, entituled, " An Acl to fufpend, for the time therein mentioned,
" part cf an act, entituled " An Act for furnifhing the quota of this ftate
" towards paying the annual intereft of the debts of the United States, and
" for funding and paying the intereft of the public debts of this ftate," was
read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
there

is

be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.
** An Acl to repeal
fo much of an acl, entituled, " An
" Act to provide for a continuation of the falaries of the officers of the
" Land-Office, and to afcertain and provide the falary for the Judge of the
" Admiralty, and for other purpofes therein mentioned, as relates to the fa" lary of the Judge of the Admiralty," having been brought in engroffed,
was compared at the table, enacted into a law, and the Speaker directed to
Ordered,

The

That

bill,

it

entituled,

fign the fame.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

M.
Tuefday,

io8

[
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Tuefday, December 8,

1789.

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
The committee on ways and means made
was

and
Ordered to

A. M.

a further report in part,

which

read,

lie

The committee
" Acl

on the

table.

appointed for the purpcfe reported a

to alter the place

of holding

elections in the

fccond

bill,

dijlritl

" An
of Wafhington

entituled

" county," which was read the firfl time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled " An AB to fufpend, for the time therein mentioned,
" part of an act, entituled Sf An Adr. for furniihing the quota of this ftate
" towards paying the annual intereft of the debts of the United States,
" and for funding and paying the intereft of the public debts of this ftate,"
having been brought in engroffed, was compared at the table, enacted into
a law, and the Speaker directed to fign the fame.

On

motion,

Ordered, That one hundred copies of the faid act be printed, and tranfmitted by the Clerk of this Houfe to the Commiffioners of the refpective
counties, for their information and government.
The bill, entituled " An Act to provide for the falaries of the officers of
" the land-office" was read the third time, and conlidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

law.

On

motion of Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Wynkoop,
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to provide a
general mode of fettling the accounts of collectors of taxes, who have been
or may hereafter be robbed of the public monies.
Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Chapman and Mr. Hoge be a committee,
to bring in a bill agreeably to the foregoing refolution.

The

bill,

entituled

'*

An A3

in

favor

of'

Reading Howell," was read the

fecond time, and conlidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith published for confideration.

Adjourned

until half pall three o'clock,

Eodem Die.

P.

M.

P.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
motion was made by Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Faux,
To re-confider the refolution adopted yefterday, on the memorial of fames

A

Hockley.

Which was
Refolved,

carried in the affirmative

:

Whereupon

That the Supreme Executive Council be authorifed to draw an
in favor of James Hockley, for the fum of

order on the State Treafurer,

forty-nine pounds, in full of his claim, to be paid out of the five thoufand
pounds fpecially appropriated by law for the payment of claims, as foon as
that fund (hall be fufficiently productive.

On

motion of Mr. Ryerfon, feconded by Mr. Wright,
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to confer with Council, on
the fubjecl

of a

defence of the fouth-weft frontier of this ftate again ft
the

*°9

£
the

incur/ions

hoftile

of the Indians,

]
make

and

report

thereof to this

Houfe.
Ordered, That Mr. Baird, Mr. Wright, Mr. Ryerfon and Mr. Nevil be a
committee, for the purpofe contained in the foregoing refolution.
The Houfe refumed the coniideration of the bill, entituled " An Acl to
" ajcertain the quality of Pot and Pearl- A/ljes :" Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Ryerfon,
Ordered, That it be re-committed.

The following bills having been brought in engrafted, were feverally compared at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to fign the
fame, viz.

An
An

ACT
ACT

to

provide for the falaries of the

officers

of the Land-office.

for incorporating the Methodifi Epifcopal Church, known by the
name of S.unt G^orgeV Church, in the city of Philadelphia, in the commonwealth of Pennfylvania.

An A C T

name of " The Pennfylvania
Society for promoting the abolition of Jlavery, and for the relief of free
" Negroes unlawfully held in bondage, and for improving the condition of the
to

incorporate a Society,

by the

"

" African

race."

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

Wednefday

%

to-morrow, A.

December

9,

M.

1789.

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
The petition of John Glen, read in the late Houfe
1788, was taken from the
Ordered to lie on the table.

ber 4th,

files,

of Afiembly, Novem-

prefented to the chair, read, and

The committee on ways and means made
as follows,

A. M.

report in part,

which was

read,

viz.

The committee on ways and means

further report in part

That although the official accounts and eftimates
laid before the Houfe in the firft week of their

law to be
it was fo
they
were
obtained,
before
that
the
committee
been
put
to fome
late
has
difficulty in accommodating the neceffary deliberation upon the fubject to
the lhortnefs of time allowed for it.
Thefe accounts being before the Houfe, and printed by their order, it is
needlefs for the committee to do more than refer to them for a view of
the receipts and expenditures of the ftate.
s
The melancholy profpect of heavy burthens and increasing deficiencies,
which they exhibit, is alleviated by the recollection that fome of thofe
burthens are annually leffening, and that one of the heavieft, the intercft
affirmed upon the new-loan debt, will probably be finally difcharged in the
current year, and by the hopes to be derived from the energy of the fcederal
government, from a fertile foil, an increafing population, and an extenfive
are directed by

firft feflion,

yet

commerce.
the committee have endeavored to
form a fyftem for the current year, which, although unavoidably inadequate
to the fupply of former deficiencies, has appeared to them the mofl produc-

With

thefe

reflections

before them,

E

e

tive,

C
tive,

with the

leaft

»o

]

general burthen to the people, of any that has occurred

to them.

The demands immediately

preffing againft the ftate, after the expences of
government, are, the intereft due on the proper debt of the ftate, part of
which, being charged on a competent fund, has not been one of the prefent iubjecls of con fi deration ; but the remainder, amounting for the current year to
182 14 10, has been a neceflary object of the attention of
the committee.
The meritorious nature of this demand, for which the ftate received an
actual confideration previous to granting her certificates, furely requires a

£

fcrupulous attention to its difcharge.
The penfions to widows and children of commiflioned officers, who were
killed or died in actual fervice, and to difabled officers and privates, amount
to
2200, a debt which is annually diminiihing, but which, while it remains, both humanity and juftice require us to fatisfy.

£

£

fum of
10000, annually fet
claims and improvements, cannot, in its nature, take place of prior appropriations, and muft therefore depend upon the furplus that may remain.
Of the bills of credit emitted, by the act of March 16th, 1785, it will
be neceflary to deftroy
21 173.
Upon this head it is to be obferved, that
although at firft view it may appear more reafonable to fatisfy urgent demands out of the fpecial appropriations of taxes, which this money may be
paid in to difcharge, yet, as it was originally emitted upon the principle,
and of courfe under the obligation, that it fhould be gradually deftroyed, at
the rate of
20000 per annum, the annual revenues of the ftate are to be
confidered productive by fo much lefs as is neceflary to complete this underIt

is

apart

fcarcely neceflary to obferve that the

from the general funds of the

ftate for

£

£

taking.

The committee

anticipate the aufpicious

moment, when, with the de-

ftruction of the laft bill of this emiflion, our public wealth will be increafed, and our political reputation enhanced.

The

eftimated balance of intereft due on the new-loan certificates, fo as
to compleat the four years which are to be difcharged, is ftated by the Regifter-General at
83250.
That the aflumption of the payment of the intereft of thefe debts of the

£

United States, by the act of March 16th, 1785, has been generally diflatisfa&ory and unpopular, the committee is well allured; yet that inviolable adherence to public engagements, which eminently characterifes the ftate of
Peunjj/vanta, will, they truft, induce her to perfevere in the neceflary meafures tor the difcharge of this balance, notwithftanding the prefent weight of
the public contributions.
The plan which the committee have to propofe, h is hoped, will relieve
the ftate, after the year 1790, from this burthen, and thereby the better enable her to fatisfy the donation to the late Proprietaries, and other unfunded

demands, and
of the funded

to take beneficial meafures for the reduction

of the principal

.debts of the ftate.

the accounts exhibited it appears that there are now due in fpecie, and
bills emitted in 1785, arrearages of taxes, to the amount of three hunthe
in
dred atid eleven thou)and Jive hundred and eighty pounds fixteen pillings a?id nine
liy

pence.

To

leave fo large a

fum of money belonging

to the ftate in the hands

of

:

E
of the people

is

hi

1

not confiftent with policy or juftice.

It is impolitic, becaufe
a debt, as it grows old, becomes the more difficult to recover; becaufe it is
-difcouraging to induftry to turn its eyes upon accumulating burthens, which
it can neither efcape nor difcharge ; and becaufe it diicourages foreign emi-

gration, by fuggefting opinions that our taxes are more oppreffive than in
truth they are.
It is unjuft, becaufe the willing and obedient citizen, While
new taxes continue to be demanded, bears the whole of a burthen, which

ought

to be divided

with his deficient neighbour.

The committee

fore of opinion, that for the fervice of the prefent year

it

is

is

there-

neceffary that

meafures be taken for the collection of the laid arrearages.
A considerable fum of money is ftated to be ftill due from the import and
protecting duties, the former of which is appropriated to the payment of the
intereft on certificates, and the latter to the expences of government. Thefe
fums the committee think ought to be collected as expeditioufly as poffible.
In order to obtain a view of the amount of certificates iffued by this ftate,
or by the United States, and now the property of this ftate, and alfo of the
quantity of both which have been taken in payment for lands fold by this
ftate, the following refolution is fubmitted
Refolved, That the Comptroller-General be directed to furnifh the Regifier-General, before the 20th day of January next, with the feveral accounts in and by the act, entituled "
Supplement to an a£l, entituled "An
" Act for the appointment of a Regifter-General, for the purpofe of regifter" ing the accounts of this commonwealth," directed, in order that a Statement thereof may be laid before this Houfe at their next feffion.
From the complaint contained in the petition of the public creditors,
which has been referred to the committee, and which is confirmed by information received from the Regifter-General, it is incumbent on the committee to obferve, that unlefs a due regard is paid to legiflative appropriations
of the revenues by the officers, into whofe management they are devolved,
it will be nugatory for the Legiflature either to adhere to or depend upon
fuch appropriations.
effective

:

A

The committee
The committee

of accounts made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
of accounts report
That there is due to the feveral printers herein after named the feveral following fums, viz. to Thomas Bradford, the fum of two hundred and nineteen
pounds and fourteen /hillings ; to Michael Billmeyer, the fum of eighty-two
pounds and ten /hillings ; to Francis Bailey, the fum of four pounds fixteen foilTherefore
lings and nine-pence
Rejolved, That the Speaker draw orders on the Treafurer of the ftate, in
favor of Thomas Bradford, for the fum of two hundred and nineteen pounds
andfourteen fiillings ; in favor of Michael Billmeyer, for the fum of eighty-two
pounds and ten /hillings ; and in favor of Francis Bailey, for the fum of four
:

pounds fixteen /hillings and nine-pence, in full of their refpective accounts.
And on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time

Whereupon
That the Speaker draw orders on the Treafurer of the ftate, in
favor of Thomas Bradford, for the fum of two hundred and nineteen pounds
andfourteen /hillings ; in favor of Michael Billmeyer, for the fum of eighty-two
pounds and ten /hillings ; and in favor of Francis Baitey, for the fum of four
pounds fixteen (Inllings and nine-pence, in full of their refpective accounts.
Refolved,

The

II*

[
bill,

entituled

" Supplement

bill,

entituled

"

The
*?

]

an aft for incorporating the city o/'Philadelphia," was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of beAig enacted into a
to

law.

The
"

Supplement

to

an

acJ,

the breed of hories, and regulate rangers,"

conlidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed,

entituled

" An

A<ft to

improve

was read the third time, and

for the purpofe of being enacted into a

law.

On

motion,
Refohed, That Jacob Shallus and Jofeph Webb, employed by the Clerk of
this Affembly to affilt him in the bufineis of the Houfe, receive, reflectively,
the following fums, as a compenfation for their fervices, viz. Jacob Shallus
twenty jhillings, and Jofeph Webb feventeen /hillings and fix-pence, for each
day they have feverally attended the duty of their employment, the number
of days to be certified by the Clerk of the Houfe to the committee of accounts.

following bills having been brought in engroffed, were compared
at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to fign the fame,

The

viz,

SUPPLEMENT
SUPPLEMENT
" horfes, and

to

to

an aft for incorporating the

an

aft, entituled

" An

AcT: to

city

of Philadelphia.

improve the breed of

to regulate rangers."

The committee

appointed to

affix

the feal to the laws reported, that they

had affixed the feal to the following laws, viz.

ACT

An

I.

afcertain the fecurity to be given by the Treafurer of the

to

Jlate Jor the time being.
II.

who

ACT for granting prefent relief

An

have received pen/ions

III.

An A C T

IV.

An A C T

jrom

this

to the

'wounded and difabled foldiers,

fate.

fo much of any aft or acts of the General Affembly
of this jlate, as author ifes and direfts the receiving of certificates of the United
States in payment of lands purchajed or to be purchajed of this Jlate.
to repeal

to

limit

the time of exhibiting claims againft the fate,

fupplies furnijhed or fervices rendered during the late

ACT
An ACT

An

V.
VI.
credit

and

VII.

to defray the expences
to limit the time for

of holding the Convention.

exchanging and redeeming certain

bills

of

certificates therein mentioned.

An

ACT

to

continue an act, entituled

" An

" amending the public roads and highways within
VIII.

for

war.

An

ACT

to

AcT: for

opening and

this province."

provide for the cufiody of prifoners committed under the

authority of the United States.

IX.

An

"3

[
IX.

An A C T

entituled

]

fufpend, for the time therein mentioned, part of an a£i t
for furnifhing the quota of this ftate towards paying the

to

"An Ad

" annual intereft of the debts of the United States, and
" ing the intereft of the public debts of this ftate."

for funding and pay-

ACT

to repeal fo much of an aft, entituled " An Ad to provide
X. An
" for a continuation of the falaries of the officers of the Land-office, and
" to afcertain and provide the falary for the Judge of the Admiralty, and for
" other purpofes therein mentioned," as relates to the falary of the Judge of

the Admiralty.

XI.

An A C T

to

provide for the falaries of the

officers

of the Land-office.

ACT/s

XII. An
incorporate a Society, by the name of " The Pennfylvania
Society for promoting the abolition of flavery, and for the relief of free Negroes unlawfully held in bondage, and for improving the condition of the
African race."

ACT

XIII. An
for incorporating the Methodijl Epifcopal Church, known
by the name of Saint George'j Church, in the city of Philadelphia, in the commonwealth of Pennfylvania.

XIV. SUPPLEMENT
" the city of Philadelphia.

XV.

SUPPLEMENT

" breed of

Which

horfes,

to

to

an

acl,

an

aSl, entituled

entituled

" An Ad:
" An

to incorporate

AcT: to

improve the

and regulate rangers."

laws were, as ufual, depofited in the Rolls-Office.

Adjourned until the

firft

Tuefday in February next.

PETER ZACHARY LLOYD,
Clerk of the General AJfembly.

F

f

ERRATUM.
STATE
In

PENNSYLVANIA.

of

GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
Friday,

A

February

1790.

5,

A.

M.

motion was made by Mr. Raw/e, feconded by Mr. Wynkoop,

as fol-

lows, viz.

TH

E Houfe having obferved that in the printed Journals of their
proceedings an error has taken place, with regard to the adoption
of the report of the committee on ways and means, which was read the
fecond time on the 9th day of December laft, and then adopted, direct
that the Clerk of the Houfe take proper meafures to have the faid error rectified.

And on motion, and by
cond time, and adopted.

the above motion was read the fe-

fpecial order,

Extract from the minutes,

PETER

Z.

LLOYD,

Clerk

of the General Aflembly.

The

above alluded to is contained in the printed Journals of the
Houfe on the 9th day of December, 1789, page 109, in the following
words, viz.
error

" The committee on ways and means made
"

read,

as follows,

Whereas the

which was

viz."

true entry

mould

be, and

is

in the

words following, viz.

further report in part of the committee on ways and means, read
yefterday, was read the fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz."

" The
"

report in part,

MINUTES
THE

OF

SECOND SESSION
OF THE

FOURTEENTH

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
THE

OF

COMMONWEALTH
O

F

PENNSYLVANIA,
Which commenced
the Second

Day

at

PHILADELPHIA,

of February

',

in the

Tuesday,

on

Year of our Lord

One Thoufand Seven Hundred and

Ninety.

-Ty*-"-*"

Tuefday^ February 2,

1790.

M.

P.

MR.ment

Speaker with a number of members met, purfuant to adjournbut not being a quorum,
;

Adjourned

until three o'clock

to-morrow, P.

JVednefday^ February 3,
Mr. Speaker with

a

M.

1790.

P.

number of members met, purfuant

but not being a quorum,
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A.

G

g

to

M.
adjournment;

M.
Thurfday,

[
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Thurfday, February 5,

]

1790.

A. M.

Mr. Speaker with a number of members met, purfuant
but not being a quorum,
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A.

Friday ,
r

A

February

5,

to

adjournment;

M.

1790.

A. M.

reprefentatives, fufficient to conftitute a quorum, met puradjournment.
fuant to
Samuel Mac/ay, Efquire, elected a reprefentative for the county of Northumberland, appearing in the Houfe, was qualified conformably to the directions of the conftitution, and the addition and exception thereto, as agreed
upon by this Houfe, as well as the oath prefcribed by an act of the United
States paffed the firft day of 'June laft..
On motion,
Ordered, That Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Markley and Mr. Riley be a committee,
to inform Council that the Houfe, being met, are ready to receive any bufinefs
they may have to lay before them.
A memorial and petition from James Rowan, an infolvent collector of taxes,
confined in the gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia, was read, refering to his former petitions, and praying he may be releafed from his imprifonment; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the lame was read the fe-

number of

cond time.

That the fame, together with his former petitions, be referred
to Mr. Britton, Mr. Moore and Mr. Faux, to report thereon ; and that the
committee appointed November 12th laft, on his former petitions, be difOrdered,

charged.

A

from Mary Neefe, widow of Peter NeeJ'e, was read, fetting
forth, that her hufband died of the wounds he received in the late war;
that (lie applied to the Orphans Court for the gratuity allowed to the
widows of deceafed and difabled officers and foldiers of the militia, wounded
in the public fervice, and a decree in her favor was awarded by the court,
and certified by the Comptroller-General to the Supreme Executive Council, who ordered payment to be made her out of the militia fines levied in
the county of Northumberland ; and that upon application to the County
Treafurer and Lieutenant, fhe was informed no money had been collected
petition

on account of
in

the

militia fines

premifes

;

the fecond time.
Ordered, That
port thereon.

A
lows,

j

ftating her diftrefled fituation,

and on motion, and by
it

and praying relief
fame was read

fpecial order, the

be referred to the committee on ways and means, to re-

motion was made by Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Wynkoop,

as

fol-

i)iz.

obferved, that in the printed journals of their proceedings an error has taken place with regard to the adoption of the report of the
committee on ways and means, which was read a fecond time on the 9th day

The Houfe having

of December laft, and then adopted, direct that the Clerk of the Houfe take
proper meafures to have the faid error rectified ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, and adopted.

The

[

"7

]

The committee appointed to inform Council that the Houfe, being met,
are ready to receive any bufinefs they may have to lay before them, reported,
that they had performed that fervice, and received for anfwer, that Council
were preparing bufinefs, which they would lay before the Houfe on Monday
next.
Adjourned

until ten o'clock to-morrow,'

Saturday,
The Houfe met

A.

M.

February 6, 1790.

A.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from a number of the inhabitants of the counties of Berks and
Northumberland were read, praying a fum of money may be granted, in aid of
a road laid out and opened from the road leading through Hamborough, in
the county of Berks, about two miles above the forks of the river Schuylkill, and leading the neareft and beft way to the mouth of CattaweJJ'y creek,
in the county of Northumberland.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed yefterday, on the petition of James Rowan,
made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of James Rowan, a
prifoner now in the gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia, report
That they made enquiry into the cafe of the petitioner, and find he is
indebted to the Treafurer of the city and county of Philadelphia about two
thoujand pounds (as the Commiffioners apprehend) and to the Commiffioners
of the public landing in Southwark five hundred pounds All which fums it
appears he muft have collected on account of taxes, and has not paid into the
hands of the Treafurer, nor can he give your committee any fatisfaclory account of any part thereof, but informs them he has neither real or perfonal
eftate wherewith to pay the laid two thoujand five hundred pounds.
The committee further report, That it appears to them highly neceffary,
under any circumftances the petitioner may be in, if he is liberated from
gaol, he ought to be bound to give every neceffary affiftance in his power to
Petitions

:

the Commiffioners, when called on, refpecting the fettlement of his accounts, as no other perfon can unravel them.
•
And on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be re-committed.
Adjourned until three o'clock on Monday next, P. M.

Monday

,

February

8,

1790.

P.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.
A petition from Robert Rofs, an infolvent debtor, confined in the gaol of
the city and county of Philadelphia, was read, (rating the diftreffed fituation
of himfelf and his numerous family, and praying he may be releafed from
his imprifonment ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read

The Houfe met

the fecond time.
Ordered, That
report thereon.

v

it

be referred to Mr. Rawle, Mr, Hoge and Mr. Faux, to
.

<

On

n8

[

On

]

motion,

That the fame committee be inflrudted to examine the laws of
this commonwealth refpedting infolvent debtors, and report fuch amendments as they may deem proper.
Ordered,

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

February

I'uefday^

9,

M.

A. M.

1790.

purfuant to adjournment.
Petitions from 895 inhabitants of the county of Mifflin were read, fetting forth, that they are much aggrieved by the acl: for ereding the faid

The Houfe met

county, fo far as the fame refpects the boundary lines and the place for holding the courts of juftice; and praying the lines of the faid county may be
eftabliihed agreeably to their original petitions, and that the feat of juftice
in and for the faid county may be fixed conformably to the judgment of certain Commiffioners, appointed for that purpofe by the inhabitants of the faid

county.

on the table.
A petition from Lewis Nicolas, Keeper of the Work-houfe of the city and
county of Philadelphia, was read, fetting forth, that by the fuppreflion of
dilbrderly houfes and the baniihment of vagrants, as well as other caufes,
his prefent and probable fees in future are and will be confiderably reduced;
Ordered

to lie

therefore praying this

Ordered

A

to lie

Houfe

on the

to grant

him

relief in the premifes.

table.

the inhabitants of the county of Northampton was read, remonftrating againfl the road laid out from the Union mills,
on the river Lehigh, to the Nefcopeck falls of the river Sufquehanna, and
praying this Houfe to order and direct a review of the laid road.
petition

from

Ordered

to lie

The committee,
'James

a

on the table.
to

Rowan, made

The committee,

number of

whom

report,
to

was re-committed the report on the petition of

which was

whom

read,

as follows,

viz.

was re-committed the cafe of James Rowan,

report the following refolution, viz.

That a committee be appointed to bring
James Rowan from imprifonment, on fuch terms, to be
Re/'olved,

in a bill to liberate

exprelfed in the bill,
accounts,
and hold any
as will enfure his afliftance in the fettlement of his
lands, tenements, goods, chattels or effects, which he now has, or hereafter
may acquire, enjoy or poffefs, liable for payment of the balances in which he

indebted.
And on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the further conlideration thereof be poftponed.
The committee appointed December 4th lalt, on the petition of Peter Roberts, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of Peter Roberts, an
is

infolvent debtor, confined in the gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia,
report

That they have duly attended

to that bufinefs,

and the prifoner's creditors

have liberated him.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A Meffage from His Excellency the Prefident and the Supreme Executive
Ouncil was prefented to the Chair, and read, as follows, viz*

^MES-

rr 9

[

A MESSAGE

from

President and

the

Council

]

the

to

Supreme Executive
General Assembly.
the

GENTLEMEN,

CONFORMABLY

to the aft of General Affembly, patted on the
twenty-eighth of September, 1789, authorifing the Supreme Executive
Council to appoint Commifiioners for viewing the navigable waters in this
ftate,
we inftrudted Timothy Matlack, Reading Howell and William Dean to
view the river Delaware Benjamin Rittenhoufe and John Adlum to view the
river Schuylkill—.and Bartram Galbraith, Samuel Boyd and Thomas Huliws to
view the river Sufquebanna.

—

The Commhiioners appointed to view the river Delaware have compleated the tafk affigned to them.
Thofe who were appointed to view the river
Schuylkill have examined that river, from the Great Fall, five miles above this
city, to the town of Hamburgh, twenty-three miles higher than the town
of Reading, and have extended their examination to the Tidpehockon, and the
ilrait between the head waters of that ftream and the §>uittapahilla, which
communicates with the Sujquehanna. That part of the Schuylkill, however,
which flows above the town of Hamburgh, has not yet been explored by the
The Commiffioners appointed to view the river SufquebanCommifiioners.
na have examined that river, from Wright's ferry to its confluence with the
Juniata, and have viewed the Juniata from its mouth to Piper's run ; but
they have not compleated their report.

—

—

The

The

Delaware and Schuylkill Commiffioners, and the
which the reports refer, we have fent herewith.

reports of the

and furveys

to

fecurity of the public

records againft

fire,

and other

quires, in our opinion, the attention of the Legiflature.'

drafts

cafualties,

re-

The books and

to the Mailer of the Rolls, the Comptroller-General,
the Truftees of the Loan-Office, the Receiver-GeneRegifter-General,
the
ral and Secretary of the Land- Office, and to the Secretary of the Supreme
Executive Council, are depoiited in different rooms in the State-houfe ;
while thofe which appertain to the offices of the Surveyor-General, the
Prothonotary of the Supreme Court, and the Regifter of Wills for the city
and county of Philadelphia, are, for want of room in the public buildings,
neceffarily kept in the private dwellings of the reipccfive Officers.
Befides
this
latter
circumftance, it is no inconfiderable
the great danger attending
inconvenience that the books and papers of public offices, not only upon
the change of the Officers, but whenever thofe Officers change their houfes,

documents belonging

We

therefore
fhould be removed to different and difiant parts of the city.
fugo-eft, that the erecting of a building as a repofitory for all public records,
and in which the ieveral Officers whom we have mentioned may be accommodated for the tranfa&ion of their refpective duties, will be a matter of

public utility.

We

tranfmit herewith a memorial from Reading Howell, who is preparing a map of Pennjylvania, and applies fur permiffion to delineate the north
boundary line, under the authority of the Hate.

As we

believe the engraving this line in
anfwer the delign of the act, entituled "

Hli

Mr. Howell's map

An

Acl

will compleatly

to ejlablijh

and

confirm the

" boundary

C

*ao

]

between this Jlate and the Jiate of New- York," patted the
twenty-ninth day of September, 1789, without occaiioning any expence to
the public, we are of opinion it will be proper to comply with his re-

<*

boundary

line

queft.

The
"

act

of AfTembly, entituled "

An ASl for

enlarging the time limited by

" An Act

for facilitating the redemption of the bills
entituled
of credit emitted in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred
" and eighty-one, and for redeeming part of the funded debt of this ftatej
" for extending the time for patenting lands which were located before the
" declaration of independency, and for giving a right of pre-emption to
" actual fettlers for procuring warrants for lands by them occupied," paffed the twenty-firft day of March, 1789, will expire by its own limitaAs the objects of this law are not
tion on the tenth day of April next.
we
continuance
accompliihed,
recommend its
to the confideration of the

the aft,

'*

Legiflature.

John Bayard, Efquire, who was one of the Truftees appointed by the
General AfTembly for that part of the province ifland which belongs to the
ftate, has removed into New-Jerfey, and Robert Knox,
Efquire, another
Truflee, is dead.
It may therefore be proper to appoint other perfons in
the 1 00m of thofe gentlemen.

THOMAS MIFFLIN.

Council-Chamber,
Philadelphia, February gth,

1790.

the feveral papers therewith tranfmitted were alfo read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the faid meffage and papers were read the fecond

And

time.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Gurney, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Maclay,
to arrange the fubject matters, and report thereon.
The committee to whom was re-committed, December 8th Iaft, the bill,
entituled " An ASl to a/certain the quality of pot and pearl-afjes," reported a
bill, entituled " An ASl to regulate the exportation of pot-ajh and pearl-ajh,"
which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

"

The

bill,

cond

dijlricl

" An ASl to alter the place of holding elections in the feof Washington county," was read the fecond time, and con-

entituled

fidered by paragraphs.

Ordered,

On

That

it

be tranfcribed for a third reading.

motion,

Ordered,

That Mr. Rawle be added

to the

committee appointed November

9th laft, on the petition of the owners of lands in the frontier and other
counties of this Hate.

Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A.

M.

Wednefday, February 10, 1790.

A.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
from his Excellency the Prefident of the Supreme Executive
Council was prefcnted to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.

A

letter

In

[

in*]

.

COUNCIL,
February
1790.
SIR,
O myfelf the honor of tranfmitting
you,
be
IDGeneral
Affembly,
of
Ccmmiffioners appointed
In

"Philadelphia,

loth,

to

the report

the river Sufquehanna, which Council received this
i"

have the honor

With

to

the

laid before the

to view

morning

to be,

the greatejl refpeSl,

SIR,
Tour mojl

obedient

and humble fervant,

THOMAS MIFFLIN.
Honorable Richard Peters, Efquire,
Speaker of the General slfjembly.

And

the report therewith tranfmitted was alfo read j and on motion, and
the fame were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to the committee appointed yefterday on the
meifage of Council, to arrange the fubjedr. matters, and report thereon.

by

fpecial order,

A

memorial from Henry Pawling was read, of a fimilar tenor with his
Houfe of Affembly on the fubjecl: of his claim to
a certain tradt of land in the county of Luzerne; and on motion, and by
fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed November 28th
laft, to whom were referred all the papers on the files of the General Affembly refpedting claims to lands in the county of Luzerne.
The committee on ways and means, to whom was referred, November cth
that part of the meffage of Council, which refpedts the claims of
laft,
widows and children of deceafed officers of the Pennfylvania line, flying
camp, ftate regiments and ftate navy, and the petition of Mary Neefe, a
widow, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee on ways and means, to whom was referred that part of
the meffage of Council, which refpedts the claims of widows and children
of deceafed officers of the Pennfylvania line, flying camp, ftate regiments
and ftate navy, and alio the petition of Mary Neefe, a widow, comprehended in the above defcription, report
That the committee, fenfible of the diftreffed fituation many of thofe people labour under, are of opinion that fome provifion ought to be made for
fuch as are moft neceffitous as early as poffible.
But as their numbers may be fuppofed to be yearly diminifhing, from the
marriage or death of widows, and arrival of children to the age of fourteen
petitions read in a former

years, they are alfo of opinion that a

new

enquiry or examination into the
juftnefs of their claims is now really neceffary, in order to prevent impofiYour committee therefore offer the following refolution.
tions
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be paffed
into a law, to empower the Prefident in Council to draw orders upon the State
Treafurer, to be paid out of the intereft arifing from the loan-office, by a
certificate or certificates, granted as hereafter mentioned, for fuch fums as
ftiall appear to be due to the widows and children of the deceafed officers of
the
:

[
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1
J

—

the Pennfyhania line, flying camp, ftate regiments and (late navy
and that
a claufe or clauies be inferted in laid bill, authonfing the Supreme Court, or
any two Juftices thereof at Nil! Prius, to grant certificates to fuch claimants,
as in their opinion come fully within the benevolent intentions of the adls of
the General Aflembly of this commonwealth.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of the county of "NorthampWhereupon,
ton, read yefterday, v/as read the fecond time
feconded
Mr.
Mr.
Gurney,
Balliot,
by
motion
of
On
Rejohed, That the laid petition be tranfmitted to the Supreme Executive
:

Council, to take order thereon.
The petitions of 895 of the inhabitants of the county of Mifflin, read yefterday, were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the fame be referred to Mr. Chapman, Mr. Cunningham,
Mr. Car/on, Mr. Harris and Mr. Lloyd, to report thereon.
The petition of Lewis Nicolas, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the members for the city of Philadelphia,
to report thereon.

The Houfe refumed the confideration of the report on the petition of James
Rowan, poftponed yefterday Whereupon
Rejohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill to liberate
James Rowan from imprifonment, on fuch terms, to be exprefled in the bill,
:

fettlement of his accounts, and hold any
chattels
or
effe&s, which he now has or hereafter
lands, tenements, goods,
may acquire, enjoy or poftefs, liable for payment of the balances in which
as will enfure his affiftance in the

he

is

indebted.

Ordered,

That Mr. Rawle, Mr.

The
the

Mr. Moore and Mr. Vaux be

a

conformably to the foregoing refolution.
Acl for founding and endowing a public fchool in
town and county of Huntingdon," was read the third time, and con-

committee, to bring

"

Britton,

bill,

in a bill

entituled

'*

An

fidered by paragraphs.

Ordered,

That

it

be engrofled, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

law.

On

motion,

Ordered, That Mr. Lulz be added to the committee appointed December 8th laft, to confer with Council on the fubject of a defence of the
fouth-weft frontier of this ftate againft the hoftile incuriions of the Indians,
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

Tburfday, February
The Houfe met

A

petition

n,

1790.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from Samuel Moore, praying that no exclufive right may be

granted to any perfon for keeping a public ferry acrofs the river Delaware,
from the borough of Eajlon to the ftate of New-Jerfey, was prefented to the
read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
A reprefentation from the Managers of the Pennfyhania Hofpital was read,
fetting forth, that they have not an equal chance with other legatees of discovering fuch legacies as are or have been bequeathed to that inftitution,
and

chair,

fuggefting the propriety of adopting fuch meafures as may be deemed
proper, to compel the Regifters for the probate of wills in the feveral counties of this ftate, or thi Executors, to inform the parties who repreient
charitable and public inftitutions of all legacies fo bequeathed to them.

•2nd

Ordered

The

to lie

on the table.

report of the committee

read the fecond -time

:

on ways and means, read yefterday, was

Whereupon

Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be paffed
into a law, to empower the Preiident in Council to draw orders upon the
State Treafurer, to be paid cut of the intereft arifing from the Loan-Office,
for fuch fums as fhall appear, by a certificate or certificates granted as hereafter mentioned, to be due to the widows and children of the deceafed officers of the Pennsylvania line, flying camp, ftate regiments and ftate navy,
and that a claufe or claufes be interted in laid bill, authorising the Supreme
Court, or any two Juftices thereof at Nifi Prius, to grant certificates to fuch
claimants, as, in their opinion, come fully within the benevolent intentions
of the afts of the General Affembly of this commonwealth.
Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Finley be a committee, to
bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.

The
"

entituled

*'

An

A£l

relating to the J'ureties to be given by Shethe
third time, and in part confidered by pariffr and Coroners," was read
bill,

ragraphs.
Ordered,

That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
A motion was made by Mr. Finley? feconded by Mr. Rhea, as follows, viz.
Rejolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to provide for

the election of Reprefentatives in Congrefs for this
Ordered to lie on the table.

On

ftate.

motion,

Ordered, That Mr. Balliot and Mr. D. Stewart be added to the committee appointed November 27th laft, on the petitions of 'Jonas Philips and
others.

On

motion,

Ordered,

be. added to the committee appointed Novemon the fubje&s of the donation and deCouncil
to confer with

That Mr. Mitchell

ber 23d laft,
preciation lands.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

Friday

',

to-morrow, A.

M.

February 12, 1790.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.
A petition from Francis White, an infolvent debtor, confined in the gaol
his peculiar and diof the city and county of Philadelphia, was read, Hating
imprifonment
and on
j
ftreffed fituation, and praying to be releafed from his
time.
motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond
and
Mr. Faux, to
Hoge
Mr.
Mr.
Rawle,
Ordered, That it be referred to

The Houfe met

report thereon.

c

,

c

appointed February 9th, on the meffage of the Supreme
reExecutive Council, and to arrange the matters therein contained, made

The committee

r

Tport,

which was

read, as follows, viz.
I i

The

:

[

124

]

appointed to arrange the feveral matters contained in the
meflage of the Prefident and the Supreme Executive Council beg leave to fay,
that in their opinion the firft part of the meflage contains very important information ; and although they are feniiblc that the prefent finances of the flate
will not warrant the Legislature to go generally into the bufinefs, they ntverAnd therefore
thelefs conceive that fome part of it ought to be attempted
refolution,
viz.
beg leave to offer the following
Refohed, That a committee be appointed, to take into their confideration
that part of the meflage of Council which reipedts the navigation of the rivers Delaware, Schuylkill and Sufquebanua.
With regard to the other parts of the meflage, they beg leave to offer the

The committee

:

following refolution s, viz.
Refohed, That that part of the meflage of Council refpecling the fecurity
of the public records againft fire, and other cafualties, be referred to a committee.

Refohed, That that part of the meflage of Council, which refpecls the
memorial of Reading Howell, be referred to a committee.

Refohed, That that part of the meflage of Council, recommending an extenfion of the time for patenting lands beyond the 10th day of April next,

be referred

to a

committee.

Refohed, That that part of the meflage of Council, calling the attention
of the General Aflembly to the propriety of appointing other Truftees in the
room of John Bayard, Efquire, removed to New-Jerfey, and Robert Knox,
Efquire, deceafed, be referred to a committee.
And on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time

Whereupon
Refohed, That a committee be appointed, to take into their confideration
that part of the meflage of Council which refpecls the navigation of the rivers
Delaware, Scbuyikill and Suffuebannai
Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Gurney, Mr. Balliot, Mr. Ludwig, Mr. Carfon, Mr. Maclay and Mr. Ryerfon be a committee, for the purpofes contained
in the foregoing refolution.
Refohed, That that part of the meflage of Council reflecting the fecurity
of the public records againft fire, and other cafualties, be referred to a committee.

Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Lilly, Mr. Wright arid Mr.
Lloyd be a committee, for the purpofe contained iri the foregoing refolution.
Refohed, That that part of the meflage of Council, which refpecls the

memorial of Reading Howell, be referred to a committee.
Ordered, That Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Cunningham and Mr. Nevil be

a

com-

mittee, for the purpofe contained in the foregoing refolution.
Refohed, That that part of the meflage of Council, calling the attention of the General Aflembly to the propriety of appointing other Truftees
in the

John Bayard, Efquire, removed

to New-Jerjey, and Robert
committee.
That Mr. Boys, Mr. Vaux and Mr. Nevil be a committee, for

room

of

Knox, Efquire, deceafed, be referred

to a

Ordered,
the purpofe contained in the foregoing refolution.
Ordered, That the further confideration of faid report be poftponed.
The Houfe refumed the confideration of the report of the committee
refpecting the ad, entituled «« An Atf for enlarging the time limited by the

"

aft,

C
*'
•*'

'"

*'
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entltukd " An Act for facilitating the redemption of the bills of
credit emitted in the year one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-one,
and for redeeming part of the funded debt of this ftate, for extending
the time for patenting lands which were located before the declaration

ail,

" of independence, and
*'

for giving a right of pre-emption to actual fettlers
warrants
procuring
for lands by them occupied."
for
And on the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the following refolu-

"

twn ?"

—

— viz.

That

committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to extend
the time for patenting lands which were located before the declaration of
independence, and for giving a right of pre-emption to actual fettlers for
Rejblved,

a

day of
procuring warrants for lands by them occupied until the
and no longer.
It was, on motion of Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Wright,
Ordered, That the words " and no longer" be (truck out.
The refolution, as amended, was then adopted Whereupon
Ordered, That Mr. Maclay, Mr. Mar/hall, Mr. Gilchreejl and Mr. Carfon
be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The bill, entituled, " An A£l to authorize and direel the Supreme Execu" true Council to appoint CommiJJioners to audit and fettle the accounts between
" Bedford and Huntingdon counties, and for other purpofes therein mentioned"
was read the third time, and in part considered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That every part of the faid bill, excepting the title of the fame,
be re-committed > and that Mr. Rawle be added to the committee.
Supplement to the acJ,
Mr. Rawle, in his place, read a bill, entituled "
" entituled " An AcT: to provide for the falaries of the officers of the Land:

A

" Office;" and having obtained

when

leave for that, purpofe, prefented the

fame

was read the firft time, and
on the table.
The reprefentation of the Managers of the Pennfylvania Hofpital, read
yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Rawle, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Godfrey,

to the chair,

Ordered

it

to lie

with inftrudtions to report a bill, if they think proper.
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of Berks and Northumberland
counties, read February 6th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Paul, Mr. Leinbach and Mr. White,
to report thereon.

On

motion,

Ordered, That

Mr. Lerch have

leave of abfence.

Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A.

Saturday

',

M.

February 13, 1790.

A.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.
A petition from Laughlin McCartney and others was read, fetting forth,
Efqj and his affociates, Juthat they furnifbed fupplies to William Plunket,
in the year 1775, for
ftices of the Peace for the county of Northumberland,
Wyoming, and for which
the purpofe of enforcing the laws of Pennfylvania at
Houfe to direct paythis
praying
they have received no compenfation ; and

The Houfe met

ment

thereof.

Ordered to

lie

on the

table.

A

remon-

t

"6

]

A

remonftrance from Charles Smith and Simon Snyder, Efquires, was read,
remonftrating againft the petition of the inhabitants of the -weft end of Beaver townftiip, in the county of Northumberland, read November 8th laft,
and requeuing the prayer thereof may not be granted, until the parties concerned (hall be apprized of and have time to petition againft it.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from William Hejlit was read, fetting forth, that he was employed to purchafe provifion for the army of the United States within this
ftate, and ftating that confiderable injury hath been done him in the fettlement of his accounts ; therefore praying relief in the premifes.
Ordered to lie on the table.
from the Re&or, Church-wardens and Veftrymen of St. David's,
petition
A
commonly called Radnor Church, in the county of Delaware, was read, praying leave to bring in a bill for the purpofe of incorporating their fociety ; and
on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the prayer thereof be granted.
A petition from the Board of Truftees of Dickinfon College was read, fetting forth the infufficiency of their funds to accomplifh. the laudable and
benevolent defigns of the inftitution, and therefore praying the further coun1

tenance and patronage of the legiflature.

-

Ordered to lie on the table.
On motion of Mr. Gurney,
Ordered, That he be dilcharged from the committee appointed yefterday,
on that part of the meflage of Council which refpe&s the navigation of the
rivers Delaware, Schuylkill and Su/quehanna, and that Mr. Dering be appointed in his place.

The motion made by Mr.

Finley,

feconded by Mr. Rhea, February nth,

reflecting the election of reprefentatives in the Congrefs of the United States,

was read the fecond time Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Wright,
Ordered, That the confideration thereof be poftponed.
The committee on ways and means, to whom was referred, December 2d
:

the petition of a number of the inhabitants of Peter's townfhip, in the
county oi Franklin, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of a number of the
inhabitants of Peter's townfhip, in the county of Franklin, ftating their

laft,

particular fituation with refpefi: to the tax laid in the year 1782, report the
following refolution, viz.
Re/olved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to divide the

taxes laid and affeffed within Peters, townihip, Franklin county, in the year
1782, into three equal parts, and to authonie the .collection thereof in three
annual payments, in addition with the current taxes of the year, with a provifo, that' the whole of each perfon's (hare or proportion thereof, who (hall
neglect or refufe to give fecurity for the fame, if required, (hall be im-

mediately levied and collected.
Ordered to lie on the table.

The
**

bill,

was
Ordered, That

pearl-ajh',"

"

An AB

regulate the exportation of pot-ajh and
read the fecond time, and eoiifuiered by paragraphs.
it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

entituled

to

lifhed for confideration.

The

"7

[
The
"

An AB

divide the county of Fayette into election

to

was read the third time, and coniidered by paragraphs.

dijlrilis,"

Ordered,
law.

"

entituled

bill,

3

That

Adjourned

it

be engroiTed,

until three o'clock

Monday

r

,

for the purpofe of being enabled into a

on Monday next, P.

M.

February 15, 1790.

P.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
a number of the inhabitants of the borough of Eafon,
in the county of Northampton, was read, praying leave to bring in a bill,
for the purpofe of granting and confirming to the corporation of the burgeiTes and inhabitants of the laid borough, and their fuccelTors, the excluiive right of keeping, for the ufe of the faid corporation, all ferries within

A

petition

from

the boundaries of the aforefaid borough.
Ordered to lie on the table.

A

from divers inhabitants of Turkey-Foot townmip, in the county
ef Bedford, was read, remonftrating againft being annexed to the county of
Fayette, and praying the faid townfhip, together with thofe of Brothers
Valley, Elk-lick, MUjord and ^uemahoning, may be ereded into a feparate
petition

county.

Ordered to lie on the table.
from about 400 inhabitants of the townfhips of Brothers Valley,
Elk-lick, ^uemahoning and Milford, in the county of Bedjord, were read,
Petitions

praying they

may

be erecled into a feparate county.

Ordered to lie on the table.
A memorial from John Penn, junior, and John Penn, Efquires, was read,
fetting furth, that they have at a conllderable expence erected- a ferry at the
borough of Eajlon, acrofs the rivers Delaware and Lehigh, for the accommodation of travellers, and, in order to fecure the folc right of the laid
ferry, referved the banks of thofe rivers within the limits of the faid borough, and purchafed the right of foil on the Jerfey fhore and the lands in
Williams townfhip, oppofite to the faid borough ; therefore praying this
Houfe to grant unto them, and their heirs, the exclufive right of keeping a
ferry in the faid borough, fo far as their bank on each fide of the faid rivers
^extends, under fuch rules and regulations as may be deemed proper.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of Laughlin M'Cartney and others, read February 13th in-

was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Markley,

ftant,

to report thereon.

petition of the Truftees of Dickinfon college, read February 13th in-

The
ftant,

was read the fecond time.

Ordered, That
report thereon.

The

it

be referred to

petition of William

Hejlit,

Mr. Chapman, Mr.

Lilly

and Mr. Hoge, to

read February 13th inftant, was read the

ifecond time,

K

k

Ordered,

1
[
Ordered, That

ed November 3d

it

be referred

laft,

.>*
to the

grand committee of claims, appoint-

to report thereon.

The committee

appointed November 24th laft, on the memorial and petition of the Commiffioners for the county of Philadelphia, made report, which

was

read, as follows,

viz.

whom was referred the memorial and
the
county
petition of the Commillioners of
of Philadelphia.
In the opinion of the committee, the fubjed: of the memorial is improper
for the interference of the legiflature, becaufe it involves in it the due conftruction of a contract long fince entered into between the commonwealth
and its citizens. Whether by the allowance of fix per cent, which has uniThe

report of the committee, to

formly been made in grants and patents of lands, the owners of fuch land
are precluded from further compensations for fuch part of it as may be taken
for public roads and highways, it is the proper duty of the judicial authority
to determine.
If this queftion hath already been determined, this Houfe
can neither refcind that decifion, without a violation of their duties, nor
reftrain other perfons from fimilar relief, without committing injuftice.
The Commiffioners could not have been fubje&ed to the compulfory procefs of which they complain, had not the county ftock been judicially determined to be the proper fund, in fuch cafes, for the re-imburfement of
individuals.
Hence the power of the Commiffioners to raife a competent
fum for the purpofe, when neceflary, without the affiftance of another ftatute, becomes as evident, at that it is the duty of the Legiflature to avoid
increafing the multitude of laws, unlefs the neceflity for them is cogent and
indifputable.

If it is apprehended that the decifion is erroneous in itfelf, or, from the
limited jurifdiction of the court in which it was given, accompanied with
lefs authority than its importance requires, it may be obferved, that the
Legiflature is not a Court of Errors or Appeals; that if the cafe of which

the Commiffioners particularly complain cannot now be removed into the
Supreme Court, it will be their duty to fubmit the next application of the
kind to that tribunal, whofe refpe&able and conclufive decifion may probably influence the future conduct of the ftate in difpofing of its remaining
lands, without exhibiting the dishonorable fpecfacle of the fovereign power
conftruing its own contract s, and perhaps accommodating that conftruction to
its

own convenience.
The committee fubmit
Refolved,

the following refolution

:

That the Commiffioners of the county of

Philadelphia have leave

to withdraw their memorial and petition.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed December ift laft, on the petition of the CommifTioners for Dauphin county, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of James Wilfon, Chrifloper Uhler and Cafper Stover, Commiffioners of Dauphin county (in behalf
of themfelves and the inhabitants of faid county) praying to have the rents

of Harris's ferry appropriated for erecting and Supporting the public buildings for the ufe of faid county, report-*
That they have had recourfe to the record of the original bond given by

John Harris, whereby they
and landing (with other

find

eftates)

convey the faid ferry
to certain Truftees therein named, for the

he binds himfelf

ufe of the public, on condition that the

bill,

to

then published for confideration,

C
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..

uon, for creeling part of Lancajler county into a feparate county, and eftablifliing the feat of juftice on the lands of John Harris, (hould be
pafied
into a law; which having been done, a conveyance of laid ferry and landing (with other eftaus) was accordingly made: And as the fix'ing the feat
of juftice of laid county on the eftate of the laid John Harris appears to
have been his principal inducement for making the faid conveyance, and
with refpecf to the inhabitants of the faid county, as that iituation'muft

many of them to inconveniences, by its being on one extremity of
the county, the committee conceive they are entitled to fome compenfation,
and therefore offer the following refolution, viz.

fubject

Re/olved,

That

a

committee be appointed

to bring in a bill, to be enatted
of the rents of the ferry called Harris's
ferry, as may be fufficient for the purpofe of compleating the erecting
of the
necelfary public buildings for the ufe of Dauphin county.

into a law, for appropriating fo

much

Ordered to lie on the table.
On motion of Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Rawle,
Ordered, That to-morrow week be affigned for the third reading of the
bill, entituled " An ASi to enable the officers of the Land-Office to
wariffue

"

ranis of re-location in the cafes therein defcribed," and that
for that day.

A

it

be the order

motion was made by Mr. Clingan, feconded by Mr. Rawle, and adopt-

ed, as follows, viz.

Whereas the

exifting laws of this ftate

do not define, with fufficient
of proceeding againft Conftables who negletf: the faithful difcharge of the duties of their faid office, and much inconveniency and
undue delays of juftice are thereby occafioned For remedy whereof, be it
Rejolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacfed
into a law, providing a more ipeedy and effectual mode of proceeding againft
Conftables in cafe of neglect of duty.
Ordered, That Mr. Clingan, Mr. Finley and Mr. Barr be a committee, to
bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The bill, entituled "
Supplement to the acl, entituled ** An Adt to pro" vide for the falaries of the officers of the Land-Office," enacf ed the eighth
day of December, one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-nine, was read the
fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith pubclearnefs, the

mode

:

A

lifhed for.confideration.

The bill, entituled " An Acl for the payment of the
" Marmie and company," was read the fecond time, and

claim of Turnbull,
confidered by para-

graphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith publifhed for conlideration.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

I'uefday,

The Houfe met

A

petition

to-morrow, A.

February 16,

M.

1790.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from John Churchman, of the

city of Philadelphia,

was

read,

as follows, viz.

To

;

C
3To the

Honorable the
wealth of

The

*3°

Freemen of the CommonGeneral Assembly met.

Representatives

Pennsylvania,

PETIT 10 N

of J

OHN

in

]
of the

CHURCHMAN,

PHILADELPHIA.

Humbly and

of the City of

Refpeflfully Sheweth,

THAT

he hath clearly demonftrated that the magnetic needle hath an
two magnetic points, at certain diftances, one
from the north, the other from the fouth pole of the earth; that the motions
of the two magnetic points are equable and uniform round the two poles of
the earth; that having determined the periods of revolution of the two magnetic points, he is enabled to determine the precife variation of the magnetic
needle for any part of the globe, for any time, paft, prefent, or to come
that if the variation of the needle and latitude of the place are truly given,
the longitude of any place, on fea or land, is eafily determined with the greateft precifion ; that he has prepared a great number of calculations, by which
the laid principles are proved in fuch a manner, that they have met with the
approbation of fome of the rnofr. learned mathematicians of the prefent age,
as well in America as Europe; that he hath, by clofe application, by feveral
years labour, and great expence, laid down a variation chart, or map, of all
the northern hemifphere, on an entire new plan, by the help of which thefe
principles are reduced to practice.
A great part of the faid chart has been
already engraved on copper-plate in this city, and is propofed foon to be
published by fubfeription, on the feveral conditions hereunto annexed, but
he finds, by experience, that foliciting fubferiptions from individuals is by
no means an agreeable tafk.
Your petitioner, well knowing that the Reprefentatives of the freemen of
Pennjylvania are famed for their encouragement of all meafures tending to promote the progrefs of fcience, he is encouraged to hope that this variation chart
may with propriety come under their patronage; becaufe, if the inhabitants
of Pennjylvania were confidered to be formed in two claffes, viz. the landed
intereft, and the mercantile intereft, it would perhaps be found really ufeful
to each clafs, for the following reafons
Firji, As the lands in Pennjylvania,
as well as the other ftates, are held by courfe and diiiance, the courfe, according to the magnet, being fubject to a great variation, it feems highly neceffary that the laws which govern the variation mould be afcertained, otherwife the boundaries of the land cannot be perpetuated. Lajily, Without the
affiftance of the magnetic needle, the moil fkillful mariner gets bewildered
on his way ; therefore, a true knowledge of the theory of the variation, on
this account, muft be equally ufeful.
Your petitioner therefore prays, that the Houfe will be pleafed to bellow
fuch encouragement upon him, and fo far patronize his plans, as to them
ihall feem expedient.
And, as in duty bound, he will ever pray.
univerfal direction to

:

JOHN CHURCHMAN.
Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

A

memorial from the Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of Philadelphia was
read, fuggefting divers amendments to the adt, and fupplement thereto, for
amending the penal laws of this ftate, and (taring the impropriety of confining debtors in common with perfons charged with or convicted of mifdemeanorff,

'3'

3

meaner?, vagrants and diforderly perfons, and recommending to the confidef-

Houfe the ieveie cafe of perfons confined as witneffes in criminal
profecutions, and afterwards for their tees; and on motion, and by fpecial
order, the fime was read the fecond time.

ation of this

Ordered, That

M' Do-well, Mr.

Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Miller, Mr.
Mr. Kennedy, Mr. fohnjlon and Mr. Faux, to report

be referred to Mr. Rawle,

it

Lilly,

thereon.

A

memorial and

from the Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of PhiCouncil affembled, was read, dating certain inconveniences which the citizens labour under, and fuggefting the propriety of
paffing an acf, authoriiing the Common Council to legifhte for the city in all
cafes that concern the internal police and government thereof as a city, and
which fhall not interfere with the conititution and general laws which concern them in common with the other citizens of the fUte ; therefore praying the premifes may be taken into confideration, and that an aft may be
palled explanacory of and fupplementary to the act, entituled " An Acl
" to incorporate the city of Philadelphia," to remove the difficulties that oppofe their endeavours in promoting the good purpofes for which the faid city
ladelphia,

in

petition

Common

was incorporated.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 12th inftant, on that part of the meffage of Council which refpects the petition of Reading Howell, &c. made
report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred that part of the mefTage of Council

which refpecf s the north line of the ftate being delineated in Reading Howmap, under the authority of this ftate, report
That in their opinion the meafure recommended by Council would be ve-

ell's

but as no provifion is made with regard to the other lines of the
feems equally eligible that all the ftate lines fhould be engraved, and
publicly known And a.s the ftate will no doubt encourage Mr. Howell in his
ufeful and expenfive publication, for which purpofe a bill is depending before the Houle, your cwnmittee conceive, that if he were furnifhed with the
documents in poffeflion of Council on this fubjecl, he would cheerfully introduce delineations of all the ftate lines into his map, on a compenfation
equal to the expence being paid him, which will no doubt be confidered by
the Houfe in filling up the blanks in the faid bill. Your committee therefore
offer the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That a claufe be inferted in the bill now before the Houfe, entituled " An A51 in favour of Reading Howell," authorifing him, under the
directions of Council, to delineate in his map the lines of this ftate, as eftablifhed by law, or otherwife agreed on and afcertained.
ry proper;

ftate,

it

:

Ordered

to lie

The committee
**

Act for

on the

table.

appointed for the purpofe reported

fettling the accounts of

James Rowan,

a bill,

entituled

late Colleclor

" An

of taxes in the

county of Philadelphia, and jor other purpofes therein mentioned^' which
was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
•' Acl to
fufpend, for a limited time, Jo much of the acl of AJfembly to regulate
*' the fjheries in the rivers Codorus and Conewago, as relates to the erecting

'<

LI

« of

13*

t
**

of platforms
and

]

the dams therein mentioned,"

to

which was read the

firft

time,

to lie on the table.
report on the memorial and petition of the Commiffioners of the
county of Philadelphia, read yefterday, was read the fecond time : Where-

Ordered

The

upon
Refolved,

to

That the Commiffioners of the county of

withdraw

their

memorial and

Philadelphia have leave

petition.

report on the petitions of the inhabitants of the weft end of Beaver
townfhip, in the county of Northumberland, and of a number of the inha-

The

bitants of the townftiips of Peters, Bald-Eagle, Lack, Milford, Fermanagh
and Greenwood, in the county of Mifflin, read December 7th laft, was read

Whereupon

the fecond time:

Ordered, That that part of the faid report, which relates to the petition
of the inhabitants of the weft end of Beaver townfhip, be re-committed,
and that the petition of Charles Smith and Simon Snyder be referred to the

fame committee.
Ordered, That the remainder of the faid report, relative to the petitions
of the inhabitants of the townftiips of Peter's, Bald-Eagle, Lack, Milford,
Fermanagh and Greenwood, in the county of Mifflin, be referred to Mr. Chapman, Mr. Cunningham, Mr. Carfon, Mr. Harris and Mr. Lloyd, to report
thereon.

A

motion was made by Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Harris,
To add three members to the laft named committee.
And on the queftion, " Will the Honfe agree to the fame?"
It was carried in the negative.
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of the borough of Eafion,
the county of Northampton, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Paul, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Balliot,

—

in

to report thereon.

of John Penn, junior, and John Penn, Efquires, read
yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the laft named committee, to report

The memorial

thereon.

The

petition

of Samuel Moore, read February

nth

inftant,

was read the

fecond time.

That

Ordered,

be referred to the

it

laft

named committee,

to

report

thereon.

The

entituled

bill,

"

An

Act

to

reimburfe Gabriel Coxe,

George Vallen-

" digham and Andrew Sweringen, for monies advanced by them in defence of
" the frontiers of Waftiington county," was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.

Ordered,

That

it

be engrafted, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

law.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

JVednefday^ February 17,

M.

1790.

A.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants -of the townftiips of Wajhington, Turbutt and Derry, in the county of Northumberland, was read,
praying

The Houfe met

[
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praying they may by law be enabled to hold their general elections at the
houfe of Daniel Cruger.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from "John Lytle, of the county of Northumberland, was read,
fetting forth, that in the year 1774 he mortgaged a certain trad of land to
the Truftees of the General Loan-Office for the fum of one hundred and
twenty-four pounds; that by reafon of divers cafualties and misfortunes he
is become unable to difcharge the fame;
and praying this Houfe to flay
proceedings, and grant him further time for the payment thereof.
Ordered to lie on the table.

A

from John Donnaldfon, Efquire, Regifter-General, ftating certain
between him and the Comptroller-General, was read,
together with the feveral papers accompanying the fame, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee on ways and means made further report, which was read,
letter

official

tranfaclions

as follows, viz.

The committee on ways and means beg

leave further to report
has not been in their power to procure fuch a ftatement of the
public accounts between this and the United States, or of this ftate, as
would enable the committee to fuggeft any plans, or to give the Affembly
a proper idea of the finances of the ftate, an object very defirable, and

That

it

one which the committee have much at heart, from a conviction it is of
great importance to the public, that every member of its legislature fhould
have a full and competent knowledge of the debts and revenues of the (late.
The committee take leave to fuggeft the appointment of a fpecial committee,
to enquire, and inform the Houfe, what have been the caufes that have prevented this bufinefs from being brought forward.
The Regifter-General has furnifhed a ftate of the receipts of taxes from
ift Oclober, 1789, to the 13th February, 1790, amounting to twenty-eight
thoufand jive hundred and forty-four pounds jour Jhillings and two-pence, and
two thoufand eight hundred and thirty-four pounds nineteen jhillings, in ftate
money, for funding and finking ftate money; alfo on account of impoft
twenty-fix thoufand three hundred and twenty-feven pounds five jhillings and one
penny; he alfo ftates, that there are confiderable fums due on the carriage
tax, which has been but very little attended to; that out of twelve thoufand
two hundred and fifty -five pounds ten Jhillings, laid in the city and county
of Philadelphia for the laft feven years, only eight hundred and fixty-three
pounds jeven Jhil/ings and nine-pence have been paid into the treafury.
The
opinion,
the
State
Treafurer
that
ftiould be directed to
committee are of
call upon the County Treafurers, forthwith to furnifh duplicates, up to
the prefent time, of the carriage taxes which have been laid in their refpeclive counties, together with the abatements made by the Commiffioners ;
alio to furnifti an alphabetical lift of the name of each perfon within their

who

be indebted for any part of the public taxes
the funding fyftem.
It alfo appears proper
prior to the
to your committee, that the tax on writs fhould be extended to all fuch
The additional fupplement
counties whofe circumftances will admit of it.
militia,
fo
far as it directs the ufe of
regulation
of
the
the
acts
the
for
to
gun^powder on battalion days, has not, in the opinion of the committee,
produced thofe falutary effects that were expedted, and can only occafion an
expence, without affording the leaft advantage to the ftate.
refpective counties,

fhall

commencement of

The

.

[

.
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The

following refolutions are fubmittcd for the decifion of the Iloufe.
committee be appointed, to enquire, and report
the
public
accounts have not been furnifhed to this Houfe
why
the reafons,
agreeably to law.
Rejolved, That the State Treafurer be directed to call upon the County
Treafurtrs, refpedlively, for duplicates of the carriage tax, as laid in each
county, noting any allowances which the Commiflioners may have made.
Rejolved, That the State Treafurer be, and he is hereby authorized to demand from the Treafurer of each county within this ftate, an alphabetical
lift of the name and lirname of each and every perfbn or perfons, within
their refpective counties, who, on the firft day of November, 1790, (hall
owe or be indebted for any part of the public taxes aileffed prior to the year
1786, which lift (hall be laid before the General Affembly on or before the
Rejolved, 1 hut a fpecial

day of January, 179

firft

That

1

committee be appointed

to extend the
Northumberland,
tax upon
Wajlnngton, Fayette, Franklin, Montgomery, Dauphin, Delaware and Miffiin,
or fo many of laid counties as may be thought proper.
Rejolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to repeal fo
much of the additional Supplement to the Acts for the regulation of the militia of this commonwealth, as directs the county lieutenants to furnifh cartridges to the militia on battalion days.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of John Churchman, read yefterday, was read the fecond

Rejolved,

a

to bring in a bill,

writs to the counties of IVeJlmoreland, Bedford,

time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Chapman, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Maclay,
to report thereon.
The report of the committee on ways and means, on the petition of the
inhabitants of Peter's townfhip, read February 13th, was read the fecond

time

Whe.eupon,

:

On

motion of Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Rawle,
Ordered, That the fame be re-committed.
The bill, entituled " An A5l to provide Jor the renewal of certificates in
" the cafes therein mentioned," was read the third time, and in part confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof bepoftponed.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

Tburfday, February 18,

1790.

A. M.

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
A petition from the committee of the Carpenters Company
and county of Philadelphia was read, praying the

faid

of the city

company may be

in-

corporated.
to lie on the table.
from Peter Heijler was read, fetting forth, that he fupplied the
Lieutenant of the city and liberties of Philadelphia with a quantity of gunpowder, for the ufe of the militia, and ftating that the militia funds are
infufficient to difcharge the claims thereupon, in confequence of which h'e
has not been enabled to obtain payment ; therefore praying this Houfe to

Ordered

A

petition

grant

him

relief in the premifes.

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

A

peti-

*35
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A

petition

by law
of

from William Schrater was

J

read,

praying he

to eftablith a ferry acrofs the river Youghiogeny,

may be

authorized

on the north bank

oppolite the ferry of John Bummerville.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from 444 inhabitants of the town (hips of Brothers Valley, ElkLick, ^uetnaboning and Milford, in the county of Bedford, were read, prayfaid river,

ing faid townfhips

and by

may

be eredted into a feparate county ; and on motion,
the fame were read. the fecond time.
the fame, together with the petitions of a number of the

fpecial order,

Ordered,

That

inhabitants of the faid townfhips, and of divers inhabitants of Turkey-Foot
townfhip, read February 15th inftant, be referred to Mr. Wynkoop, Mr.
Fin ley and Mr. Gore, to report thereon.

The committee on

claims,

petition of William He/lit,

to

made

whom

report,

was referred, February 15th, the
which was read, as follows, viz.

The committee

on claims, to whom was referred the petition of William
beg leave to report
That they have coniidered the fubjecT: reprefented in his petition, and are
of opinion that the Houfe cannot with propriety grant him any relief; and
Hejlit,

therefore offer the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That the petitioner have leave to

withdraw his petition.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 12th, on the petition of divers of the
inhabitants of the counties of Berks and Northumberland, made report, which
was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition from divers of the
inhabitants of the counties of Berks and Northumberland, praying a fum of
money may be granted for the purpofe of opening and finifhing a certain
road fpecified in faid petition, are fenlible of the ufefulnefs of having good
roads in every county, and would chearfully concur with the petitioners,
would our funds or finances juftify them; but as there is no money unappropriated, your committee offer the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That the petitioners have leave to withdraw their petition.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 12th, on that part of the meffage of
Council which refpedts the appointment of two Truftees of that part of the
Province-Ijland which belongs to this ftate, in the room of John Bayard and
Robert Knox, Efquires, made report, which was read ; and on motion, and
by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.

,

whom

was referred that part of the meffage of Council relpedting the appointing two perfons Truftees for Province- I/land, in the
room of Robert Knox, deceafed, and John Bayard, removed from this ftate,

Your committee,

to

report

That agreeable to an adt of AfTembly, paffed the twenty-feventh day of
November, one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-nine, it is enacted, that
the Affembly (hall appoint, by vote, Truftees for Province- Ifand; and as
Robert Knox, one of the Truftees, is fince dead, and John Bayard, one other
of the Truftees, is removed out of the ftate, it is therefore neceffary to appoint two Truftees in their
refolution, viz.

room;

for

which reafon they

Mm

offer the

following
Refolved,

C
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Rejolved, That this Aflembly will, on Saturday next, appoint two perlor.s
Truftees, in the room of John Bayard and Robert Knox ; the perfons fo to
be appointed, together with the other Truftee, to be the Truftees for that

which belongs to the ftate, agreeably to
the acts of General Aflembly in that cafe made.
The committee appointed December 8th laft, on the refolution refpe&ing
the defence of the fouth-weft frontier of this ftate, made report, which
part of the State or Provifice-IJland

was

read, as follows,

viz.

The committee

appointed to confer with Council on the fubjedt of a defence for the fouth-weft frontier of this ftate againft the hoftile incuriions of
the Indians, report

That they have had

conference with a committee of Council on that
fubject; that the joint committees were of opinion that fome provihon
ought to be made againft the future depredations of the Indians, and that
for this purpofe they were further of opinion that the fum of Jive hundred
Wherefore they beg leave to
pounds would be furhcient for the prelent year
offer the following refolution, viz.
Rejolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to empower
the Supreme Executive Council to provide for the defence of the fouth-weft
frontier of this ftate againft the hoftile incurfions of the Indians, and to
appropriate a fum not exceeding jive hundred pounds, out of the revenues
of the ftate, to defray the expences thereof.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The letter of John Donnaldfon, Efquire, Regifter-General, read yefterday,
was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Rawle, Mr. Clingan, Mr. Thomas, Mr.
Hoge and Mr. Ryerjon, to report thereon.
The petition of 'John Lytle, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Britton, Mr. Mac/ay and Mr. Faux,
a

:

to report thereon.

The

petition of the inhabitants of the townfhips of Wajlnngton, Turbutt
in the county of Northumberland, read yefterday, was read the
Derry,
and
fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Mac/ay, Mr. White and Mr. D.

Stewart, to report thereon.

and petition of the Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of
Philadelphia, read February 16th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the members for the city of Philadelphia,

The memorial

to report thereon.
(

On

motion of Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Boys,
Rejolved, That a committee be appointed to vifit the Pennjylvania Hofpital,' and report the preftnt ftate thereof to this Houfe.
Ordered, That Mr. Hi'tzheimer, Mr. Chapman, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Maclay
and Mr. Reiff be a committee, for the purpoie contained in the foregoing
refolution.

A

motion was made by Mr. Finley, feconded by Mr. MarJ/jall,
To re-confider the refolution of this Houfe ot the 5th of December laft,
appointing a committee to bring in a bill for annexing the townfhip of
lurkey-Foot, in Bedford county, to the county of Fayette.

On
It

the queftion,

was carried

—"

Will the HoiJ'e agree

to re-conjidcr

V

in the negative.

A

motion

L"

^7

]

A

motion was made by Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Clingan,
re-coniider the refoluticn adopted the eleventh inftant on the report
of the committee on ways and means, relative to that part of the mefla<re
of Council which refpedts the claims of widows and children of decealed
officers of the Pennfylvania line, &c.
Which was carried in the affirmative.
It was then moved by Mr. Raw/e, feconded by Mr. Clingan,
To ftrike out the following words from the faid refolution,, viz. " to be
" paid out of the inter eji arijing jrom the Loan-Office."
Which was carried in the affirmative, and the refolution, as amended,

To

adopted.

The
"
"

entituled

bill,

" An Aft for fettling

the accounts of James Rowan,
of Philadelphia, and for other purpofes
was read the fecond time, and conlidered by para-

late Collector of taxes in the county

therein mentioned,"

graphs.

Ordered,

That

it

be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publish-

ed for confideration.

The

A

entituled *'
Supplement to the acl, entituled " An Act to profor the falaries of the Officers of the Land-Office," enacted the eighth

bill,

" vide

day of December, one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-nine, was read the
third time, and conlidered by paragraphs.

That

Ordered,

it

be engroifed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

law.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

Friday, February 19,

M.

1790.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
Petitions from 1239 inhabitants reiiding in the eaftern parts of Dauphin
county were read, ftating the great difficulties they labour under in attending
the courts of juftice at Harrijburg, and praying that a tract of country by
them defcribed may be erected into a feparate county, agreeably to the lines
therein mentioned, and that the feat of juftice may be fixed at Lebanon.

Ordered to lie on the table.
from .209 inhabitants of the north-wellern parts of the county of
Berks were read, praying that the petitions of the inhabitants refiding in the
eartern parts of Dauphin county for a divifion of faid county may be granted,
and that they be annexed to the county fo to be eredled.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from a confiderable number of the inhabitants of the townfhipg
of Moreland, Abington, Cheltenham and Springfield, in the county of Montgomery, was read, praying they may be re-annexed to the county of PhilaPetitions

delphia.

Ordered to lie on the table.
memorial from the Paftor and Truftees of the German religious fociety
of Roman Catholics of the Holy Trinity Church, in the city of Philadelphia,
was read, fetting forth, that they have at a confiderable expence erected a
free fchool for the education of the poor youth of the faid congregation, and

A

praying leave to bring in a bill, for the purpofe of granting unto them
of the unappropriated lands tor the endowment of the faid fchool.
Ordered to lie on the table.

a part

A mc-

V

;

[

A

memorial from George

letting

fpection

'38

Ingels, Infpector

]
of ftaves and heading, was read,

forth, that there are divers defects in the laws relative to the in-

of ftaves and heading, and praying the fame

may be

altered

and

amended.
on the table.
The petition of a committee of the Carpenters Company of the city and
county of Philadelphia, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the prayer thereof be granted.
The petition of Peter Heijler, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the grand committee on claims, appointed
November 3d laft, to report thereon.
The report on the petition of William Hejlit, read yefterday, was read the
Whereupon
fecond time
Refolved, That William Hejlit have leave to withdraw his petition.
The further report of the committee on ways and means, read February
17th, was read the fecond time: Whereupon
Refohed, That a fpecial committee be appointed, to enquire, and report
the reafons, why the public accounts have not been furnimed to this Houfe,

Ordered to

lie

.

:

agreeably to law.

Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Clingan, Mr. Hoge and Mr.
Ryerfon be a committee, for the purpofes contained in the foregoing refolution.

Refohed, That the State Treafurer be directed to call upon the County
Treafurers, reflectively, for duplicates of the carriage tax, as laid- in each
county, noting any allowances which the Commimoners may have made.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to repeal lb

much

of the additional fupplement to the acts for the regulation of the militia of this commonwealth, as directs the County Lieutenants to furnifh
cartridges to the militia on battalion days.
Ordered, That Mr. Gurney, Mr. Ihrie and Mr. Allifon be a committee, to
bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
Ordered, That the further confideration of the remainder of the faid report be poftponed.
On motion of Mr. Raivle, feconded by Mr. Gurney,
Refolved, That it is the opinion of this Houfe, that the accumulated arrearages of public taxes have arifen in a considerable degree from the negligence of the perfons whofe proper duty it was to collect them, and from the
unneceffary and illegal indulgences extended in fuch cafes ; that the means
provided in the exifting laws are fufficient, if duly enforced, to compel the
payment of fuch arrearages ; that it is expedient for the intereft of the commonwealth that the arrearages of its taxes fhould be collected without delay
and that the Supreme Executive Council be requefted to enforce the due execution of the laws in this behalf.
The Houfe refumed the confideration of the motion of Mr. Finley, feconded by Mr. Rhea, poftponed February 13th, relative to the election of
Reprefentatives in the Congrefs of the United States.
Ordered, That the confideration thereof be poftponed.
The committee of accounts made report, which was read; and on motion,
and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, and adopted, as
follows, viz.

The

1

[

The committee
That Melchior

39

]

of accounts report-

Sterner,

printer,

has prefented his account for publishing
of this Houfe in the German language,

lemon
fundry bills of
amounting to the lum of twenty -three pounds ten Jhiltings and four -pence,
which fum appearing to be due to the laid Melchior Steiner, your committee
the

laft

offer the following refolution,

viz.

That the Speaker draw an order on the Treafurer of this flate,
in favour of Melchior Steiner, printer, for the lum of twenty-three pounds ten
frillings and four -pence, in full of his account.
The bill, entituled " An Aft to compensate William Lyon, Efquire," was
Refolved,

read the third time, and conlidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

law.
bill, entituled " An Ail directing the payment of the accounts of fundry Deputy Surveyors of the depreciation lands," was read the third time, and
conlidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

The

"

law.

following bills having been brought in engroffed, were feverally compared at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to fign the
fame, viz.
An
for founding and endowing a public fchool in the town and county

The

ACT

of Huntingdon.

A SUPPLEMENT

**

" An Act

entituled

to the aft,

to provide for the

falaries of the Officers of the Land-Office."

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

Saturday,
The Houfe met

A

to-morrow, A. M.

February 20,

1790.

A.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from his Excellency the Prefident of the Supreme Executive
Council was prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.
letter

February
COUNCIL,
1790.
SIR,
tranfmit
you
of Council of
IH AV E the honor from
number of the
of Northampton,

In

Philadelphia,

to

to

relative to a petition

refiding

igtJb,

a refolve

this day,

inhabitants

a

on or near the Nefcopeck road.

SI

I am,

R,

With great
Tour

refpeft,

mofl obedient humble fervant,

THOMAS MIFFLIN.
Honorable Richard Peters, Efquire,
Speaker of the General Affembly.
the refolution enclofed was alfo read ; and on motion, and by fpecial
was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Britton, Mr. Ealer and Mr. Maclay,

And

order, the fame

to report thereon.

N

n

A

letter

[

A

1

4o

]

from 'John Nicholfon, Efquire, Comptroller-General, was read,
containing remarks in anfwer to the letter from John Donnaldfon, Efquire,
Regifter-General, read February 17th inftant; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the fame, together with its enclofures, be referred to Mr.
Rawle, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Clingan, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Ryerfon, to report
letter

thereon.

was read the fecond time.
be referred to the city members, to report thereon.
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of the townlhips of More/and,
Abington, Cheltenham and Springfield, in the county of Montgomery, read
yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Rawle, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Miller, Mr.
Kennedy and Mr. Lloyd, to report thereon.
The memorial of the Paftor and Truftees of the German religious fociety
of Roman Catholics of the Holy Trinity church, in the city of Philadelphia,
read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Lilly, Mr. Balliot and Mr. Miley, to

The

petition of George Ingels, read yefterday,

Ordered,

That

it

report thereon.

The

petitions of

1239 inhabitants of the county of Dauphin, read

yefter-

day, were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Dering, Mr. Schmyfer, Mr. Hoge,
Mr. White and Mr. Riley, to report thereon.
The petitions of 209 inhabitants of the north-weftern parts of the county of Berks, read yefterday, were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to the laft named committee, to report

thereon.

On

motion,

That Mr. Britton and Mr. Lloyd be added to the committee appointed November 19th laft, refpedling the aft, entituled " An ASl for
Ordered,

"

amending the penal laws of this Jlate."
petition of William Schrater, read February

The

1

8th,

was read the

fe-

cond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Baird, Mr. Gilchreeft and Mr. Nevil,
to report thereon.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe proceeded to the eledion of
two Truftees, in the room of John Bayard and Robert Knox, Efquires, for
that part of the Province or State-IJland which belongs to the ftate, agreeably to the adt of General Aflembly in that cafe made, and the ballots being

appeared that the Honorable Samuel Miles, Efquire, and Peter Dehaven, were duly elected.
The report on the petitions of divers inhabitants of the counties of Berks
and Northumberland, read February 18th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof bepoftponed.
taken,

it

report on the petition of Nathaniel Hurft and others, read December
5th laft, was read the fecond time ; and the refolution therein contained
being under confideration,
motion was made by Mr. Finley, feconded by Mr. Boys,

The

A

To amend

the fame, fo as to read as follows, viz.
a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to give furRefolved,
ther time to Nathaniel Hurjl, and all others in like circumftances, for the

That

purpofe

-

J

£
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purpofe of -regiftering of fuch Negroe and Mulattoe children as they are
poffeffed of, who have been born iince the firft day of March, 1780.
On the queftion, " Will the lloufie agree to the faid amendment ?"
It w»as carried in the negative
\V hereupon,
On motion of Mr. Raivle, feconded by Mr. Htltzheimer,
Ordered, That the further conlidcration of the laid report be poftponed.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled ** An
ci
for further enlarging the time limited by the aft, entituled " An Act
M for facilitating the redemption of the bills of credit emitted in the year
f
one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-one, and for redeeming part of
et
the funded debt of this ftate, for extending the time for patenting lands
" which were located before the declaration of independency, and for giv" ing a right of pre-emption to actual fettlers for procuring warrants for
«« the lands by them occupied," which
was read the firft time, and

—

:

A3

'

Ordered to lie on the table.
Purfuant to leave granted, a member prefented to the chair a bill, entituled
" An Aft to incorporate the Carpenters Company of the city and county of Phi" ladelphia," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

An Aft to regulate the exportation of Pot-AJh
Pearl-AJlj," was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.

The
"

entituled

bill,

Ordered,
law.

That

Adjourned

it

**

and

be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

until three o'clock

on Monday next, P.

M.

Monday, February 22, 1790.

P.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
A petition from Martha Flower, widow of Benjamin Flower, deceafed, late
Colonel of a regiment of artillery and artificers in the fervice of the United
States, was read, praying (he may be by law entitled to all the emoluments
granted to officers of the like rank in the fervice aforefaid, by virtue of certain acts of Congrefs, dated May 15th, 1778, and Augujl 24th, 1780 j and
on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Rawle, Mr. Thomas and Mr. D. Stewart, to report thereon.

A

petition

from Mary Harrifon was

read, fetting forth, that Jofeph Gallo-

way became indebted to her in the fum of one thoufand four hundred pounds?
fterling money of Great-Britain, on the 8th day of June, 1770; that the
faid Jofeph Galloway was afterwards attainted of high treafon, and his eftate
forfeited to and fold for the ufe of the commonwealth ; that the petitioner filed her claim in the Supreme Court, and obtained a decree againft
the faid eftate, but the faid court limited the exchange at the low rate
of one hundred and fifty-five pounds, Pennfylvania currency, for one hundred
founds fterling, which remains unpaid, and thereupon fhe applied to the court
for a revifion of faid decree, for the purpofe of altering the rate of exchange, but the Juftices of the fame court conceived themfelves precluded

from

[
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from re-confidering the fubject; therefore praying

this

Houfe

to grant her

relief in the premiies.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 9th laft, on the memorial and petition
of the Bifcuit-Bakers of the city of Philadelphia, and others, made report,
which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of the Bifcuit-Bakers
of the city of Philadelphia, report
That in their opinion it is at leaft doubtful, whether it would not be inconfiftent with the conftitution of the United States for any individual ftate
to make the regulations requefted in the faid petition, without having firft
obtained the confent of the United States ; nor does the utility of the regulation propofed appear to the committee fo obvious, as to render it expedient
The
to make fuch application on the part of this ftate to the United States
:

therefore fubmitted, viz.

following refolution is
Refolved, That the Bifcuit-Bakers of the city of Philadelphia have leave to

withdraw their petition.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 9th

laft, on the petition of the Loafbread Bakers of the city of Philadelphia, and the vicinity thereof, made re-

port,

which was

read, as follows, viz.

to whom was referred the petition of the Bakers of loaf
bread of the city of Philadelphia, and the vicinity thereof, report
That the requeft contained in the petition appears to have originated from
a laudable defire of promoting the health and welfare of their fellow-citizens,
yet as the laws in force, if duly executed, are fufficiently competent to prevent the repetitions of the frauds and adulterations of bread complained of,
the committee apprehend the farther interference of the Legiflature would
The following refolution is fubmitted, viz.
be unneceffary
Refolved, That the Bakers of the city of Philadelphia, and the vicinity
thereof, have leave to withdraw their petitions.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 1 8th, on the petition of John Lytle,
of Northumberland county, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of John Lytle, of Northumberland county, report
That in the opinion of your committee this Houfe ought to be extremely
cautious in interfering with the executive part of government, but at the fame
time, where lenity can be extended to the unfortunate, without injury to the
And as it appears to your committee that the
public, it ought to be done
petitioner, John Lytle s, cafe is fingular and diftreffing, that his fuffering is
neither the effect of folly or vice, but the effect of a train of misfortunes that
he could neither forefee or prevent, and as he only prays for a refpite for
fome time, and as the ftate can ftill be fecured in the balance due her, your
committee are of opinion that the prayer of his petition ought to be granted
Influenced by thefe confiderations, your committee offer the following refo-

The committee,

:

:

:

lution, viz.

be recommended to the Supreme Executive Council to ftay any
farther proceedings againft the faid John Lytle, of Northumberland county,
for fuch time as they may judge reafonable and proper, and take fuch other
fteps as they judge necefiary in order to fecure the ftate; and that this

That

it

refolution,

[
reiblution,

together

Hi

3

with the petition of John Lyile,

be

tranlmitted

to

Council.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 20th

laft,

ber of the draymen of the city of Philadelphia,
read, as follows, viz.

The committee on

the petition of a

number of

on the petition of

made

report,

a

num-

which was

the draymen of the city of

Philadelphia report

That the prayer of

this petition is

founded on the fuppofed hardfhip of en-

forcing the execution of a law paffed in the year 1769, of which the petitioners alledge they were ignorant, at the time of providing themfelves with
carriages contrary to the provilions which it eftablilhes.
This induces the
r

committee

to obferve,

that

it is

a general principle,

neceffary for the fafety

of fociety, that a breach of the law cannot be juitified by the ignorance of
the offender.
Were the contrary proportion admitted, all approaches to
knowledge and improvement would be difcouraged ; he who wilhed to efcape
punifhment would be lure to ihun information, and, with the etficacy of the
laws, the benefits of civil fociety would be destroyed.
Of the cafe particularly in queftion the committee have only to remark, that the general relaxaation of internal regulations, occafioned by the incidents of the late war, may
perhaps fuggeft a lenient execution of the act, but that this Houfe cannot
grant the prayer of the petition, without endangering principles neceffary to
give effect, to their own legislative procedures
And they fubmit the following reiblution, viz.
Rejolved, That leave be given to withdraw the petition prefented by a number of the draymen of the city of Philadelphia.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee on ways and means, to whom was re-committed, February 17th inilant, the petition of the inhabitants of Peters townihip, in
Franklin county, made report, which was read, as follows, viz y
The committee on ways and means, to whom was re-committed the
petition of the inhabitants of Peters townihip, in Franklin county, ftatinothat Thomas M'Dowell had been appointed Collector of taxes in laid townihip in the place of Robert Wilfon, who had refufed to ferve
that M'Dowell
did not choole to perform ("aid duty, from an idea that his appointment,
coming from the Commiffioners of Cumberland county, was illegal ; that
had the taxes of the year 1782 been demanded in due time, money could
have been eafily raifed to difcharge the tax aforefaid ; that demanding the
whole now would be attended with ruinous oppreffion ; and praying the Houfe
to authorife the Commilhoners of Franklin county to proportion faid tax, to
be paid by three or four annual inilalments.
The feventh fectiun of the act of General Affembly, paffed the ninth
September, 1784, directs that all taxes or arrears of taxes laid, directed to
be laid, or become due within Franklin county, before the paffing of faid
ad, lhall be kvied and collected in like manner as if faid act had not been
paffed; from which your committee conclude, that the powers of the Commiffioners of Cumberland are as effectual at this time as they were m the
year 1782, fo far as refpects the appointment of perlbns to collect the arrears of taxes in Peter's townihip, laid prior to the diviiion of faid county,
without the further intervention of the Legislature.
The committee are
:

;

O

o

alio

[
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inclined to believe, that feven years ufe of money will be a fufhcient
compenfation to individuals for any difadvantage they may have experienced
alfo

from the delay complained of;
tion,

and therefore

offer the following

resolu-

viz.

That the inhabitants of Peter's townfhip, in Franklin county,
have leave to withdraw their petition.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" A6i to repeal part of the additional Jupp lenient to the aSls for the regulation
**
of the militia of this commonwealth," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled " An ASl to regulate the exportation of Pot-AJh and
" Pearl-Afi," having been brought in engroffed, was compared at the table,
enacted into a law, and the Speaker directed to fign the fame.
Rcfolved,

On

motion,

That the bill, entituled " An Act to incorporate the Carpenters
" Company of the city and county of Philadelphia,
be committed to Mr.
Rawle, Mr. Afimead and Mr. Br it ton.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.
Ordered,

'

'Tuefday^

February 23,

1790.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.
A petition from the truftees of the public fchool of Germantown w as read,
fetting forth, that they have erected a feminary of learning for the education
of youth, but that the faid town abounds with children, whofe parents, although induftrious, are not in circumftances to afford them proper education,
nor do the funds arifing from private benefactions enable the truftees to extend their afiiftance beyond the compafs of a fmall number of the deftitute
youth of both fexes, and praying a part of the unappropriated lands may be
granted them, with fuch other aids as this Houfe may deem proper for pre-

The Houfe met

r

sent relief.

on the table.
A petition from Robert Thorn was read, together with a certificate accompanying the fame, fetting forth, that he has expended a fum of money in removing the obstructions and clearing the navigation of the Delaware, at Wells's
and Howell's Falls, a part of which hath been repaid him by individuals relidinff on and near the faid river; neverthelefs a balance ftill remains due to
him of forty pounds five fallings and eight -pence for thofe fervices rendered to
the public; therefore praying this Houfe to grant him fuch compenfation as

Ordered

to lie

may judge proper.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 1 8th, on the petitions of the inhabitants of Brothers Valley, Elk-lick, Quemahoning, Miford, and Turkey-Foot
townfliips, in the county of Bedford, made report, which was read, as fol-

they

.

lows, viz.

The committee,

to

whom

were referred the petitions of fundry inhabitants

of Bedford county, beg leave to reportThat although the feat of juftice in faid county is very inconvenient to the
petitioners, yet thefe townfliips being thinly fettled, they are at pre.fent too

weak

'45
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to be erected into a feparate county, efpecially as there

appointed to bring in a

bill

to

annex Turkey-Foot

is

a

tovvniliip to the

committee
county of

We

therefore offer the following refolution, viz.
Fayette :
Rr/ohed, That the petitions of a confiderable number of the inhabitants of
the townlhips of 'Turkey-Foot, Brothers Valley, Elk-lick, Mi/ford and i<^ :maboning, in the county of Bedford, praying to be erected into a feparate

county, cannot

at this

time be granted.

Ordered to lie en the table.
motion of Mr. Maclay, feconded by Mr. White,

On

That the order of the day for the third reading of the bill, enti"
tled
An A51 to enable the officers of the Land- Office to ijj'ue warrants of re" location in the cafes therein dej'cribed," be poitponed until Friday next, and
Ordered,

that

it

be the order for that day.
appointed February 15th, on the petition of Laugblin

The committee

M'Cartney, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of Laugblin M'Cartney and others, report
That your committee are of opinion, that as the magistrates of the county
of Northumberland were acting under the authority and by the direction of
government, thofe perfons who furnifhed them with the neceflary fupplies
on that occafion are entitled to a realbnable compenfation for the fame, but
from the length of time that has elapfed fince this bulinefs was tranfacted,
and from the form in which the claimants have brought forward their accounts, your committee are unable to determine on the propriety of admitting them j but in order that juftice may be done to thofe who iurnifheJ neceffary fupplies, and in order to prevent the itate from being charged with
any unjuft or unneceffary expence, they fubmit the following reiolution, via.
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, empowering
fuitable perfons to
the Supreme Executive Council to appoint
meet at the town of Sunbury, who, after due notice given to the claimants,
lhall proceed to examine all claims made for provilions and fupplies furnilhed
the magistrates in their attempt to enforce the laws of Pennsylvania at Wyoming, in fuch way, and under fuch regulations, as Council fhall direct and
appoint; and the faid Commiffioners (hall report their proceedings to Council for their approbation, and to be by them tranfmitted to the ComptrollerGeneral for his examination; and empowering the Prelidentor Vice- President
in Council to draw orders on the Treasurer of the liate for the payment of
fuch allowed claims, as alfo a realbnable compenfation to the faid Commiffioners.

Ordered

The

to lie

on the

table.

report on the petition of

John

was read the

Lytle, read yefterday,

fecond time.
Ordered, That the fame be re-committed.
The report read February 18th initant, on the fubject of the defence of
Whereupon
the fouth-weft frontier of this ftate, was read the fecond time
A motion was made by Mr. Ryerfon, feconded by Mr. Allifon,
To poftpone the consideration of the laid report, in order to fubftitute the
:

following motion in lieu thereof, viz.
Whereas it hath been represented to this Houfe, from good authority,
that the Indians have in every year, for many years paft, hanaffed and diftreiTed

—

:

C

H6

3

•;.'.'"

the inhabitants on the weftern frontiers of this Mate, and are likely
unlefs fome provifion is made againft their future murders and depredations
And whereas this commonwealth is defirous of procuring protection and fafety for ali its citizens, in as much as the peace,
welfare and happinefs of the ftate depend thereon.

itrefled

to continue fo to do,

:

Refohed, That this Houfe hereby recommend to the Supreme Executive
Council to make application to the Prelident and Congrefs of the United
States, requeuing a protection for the inhabitants of the weftern frontiers of
this ftate againft the future hoftile incurfions of the Indians, and that this refolution be tranfmitted to Council, that they may take immediate meafures
thereon.

And

on the queftion,

" Will

the Houfe agree to the pojlponement ,

for the

" purpofe

aforefaid?"
It was carried in the affirmative, and the motion adopted.
The report on the petition of the Loaf-bread Bakers of the city of Philadelphia, and the vicinity thereof, read yefterday, was read the fecond time

Whereupon
Refohed, That the Bakers of the city of Philadelphia and the vicinity
thereof, have leave to withdraw their petition.
The report on the petition of the Bifcuit-bakers of the city of Philadelphia, read yefterday, was read the fecond time: Whereupon
Refohed, That the Bifcuit-bakers of the city of Philadelphia, have leave
to

withdraw

their petition.

The

report on the petition of a number of the draymen of the city of
Philadelphia, read yefterday, was read the fecond time: Whereupon

Rejohed, That leave be given to withdraw the petition prefented by a
the draymen of the city of Philadelphia.
A motion was made by Mr. Faux, feconded by Mr. Kennedy, in the
words following, viz.
Refohed, That a committee be appointed, to confider the moft proper
mode of appointing the next Reprefentatives for this ftate in the Congrefs
of the United States, and report what they think moft proper thereon :

number of

Whereupon

On

motion of Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Boys,

Ordered, That the confideration thereof be poftponed until Ihurfday next,
and that the fame, together with the motion made by Mr. Finley, feconded
by Mr. Rhea, February 1 ith, be the order for that day.

On

motion,

Ordered, That the committee appointed November 19th laft, on that part
of the report refpecting the act, entituled " An Ac3 to encourage and proe(
te£l the manufactures of this fate," be difcharged.
On motion,
Ordered, That Mr. Rawle be added to the committee appointed November 4th, to bring in a bill to alter and amend the bankrupt laws, &c.
On motion,
Ordered, That Mr. Gurney be added to the committee appointed November 9th, to bring in a bill for the purpofe of altering and amending the poor
laws of this commonwealth.
The bill, entituled " An Ail to fufpend, for a limited time, fo much of the
41
afl of AJfembly to regulate the f/ljeries in the rivers Codorus and Conewago,

"

as

[
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as relates to the ereSlihg of platforms to the dams therein mentioned"
was
read the iecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publifhed for coniideration.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

IVednefday^ February 24,

M.

1790.

A.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
a number of the members of the Pre(byterian Congregation of Eajl-Conococbeague, in the county of Franklin, was read, praying
to be incorporated.

A

petition

from

Ordered

to lie

The committee
made

on the

table.

appointed February 18th, to

the Pennfylvania Hofpital,

vifit

which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee appointed to vilit the Pennfylvania Hofpital beg
report,

leave to

report

That they have performed

had the fatisfadtion to find
that the feveral wards and apartments, as well as the patients in faid hofpital, were kept clean, warm and comfortable, and the ceconomy of the houfe
merits great approbation.
that fervice, and

On comparing

the accounts of feveral years, your committee were pleafed
to find that the capital ftock of faid hofpital has increafed within the laft
feven years between fx and feven thou)and pounds, owing to the contributions
of well-difpofed perfonsj but they are forry to fay, that the funds are yet

too fmall to enable the Managers to render the inftitution fo extenfively ufeful as it formerly was, the late war having leffened their capital about ten
The capital at this time produces about nine hundred pounds
thoujand pounds.
a year, and they expend nearly twice that fum.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 1 8th, on the petition of the inhabitants of JVaJhington. Turbutt and Derry townfhips, in the county of North-

made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
committee, to whom was referred the petition of the inhabitants of
Waflnngton, Turbutt and Derry townfhips, in Northumberland county, reumberland,

The

port

That it appears to your committee that the petitioners are fituate at an
inconvenient diftance from the place, where by law they are obliged to meet
And whereas, agreeably
for the purpofe of holding their annual elections
to the eighteenth fedtion of the conftitution of this commonwealth, in order
that the freemen of this commonwealth may enjoy the benefit of election
as equally as may be, until the reprefentation fhall commence as directed
in the foregoing fedtiun, each county, at its own choice, may be divided
into diftridts, &c. your committee fubmit the following refolution, viz.
That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted into a
law, to enable the inhabitants of Wajlrington, Turbutt and Derry townfhips, in the county of Northumberland, to hold their annual elections at
the houfe now occupied by Daniel Cruger.
:

Ordered to

The

lie

petition of

on the

Mary

table.

Harrifon, read February 2 2d, was read the fecond

time.

P p

Ordered,

[
Ordered,

That

it

'4»
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be referred to Mr. Gurney, Mr. Boys and Mr. Ryerfon,

to report thereon.

The

was read the fecond time.
the committee on claims, to report

petition of Robert Tborn, read yefterday,

Ordered,

That the fame be

referred to

thereon.

The

report of the committee on the petition of the commiffioners of Dauphin county, read February 15th, was read the fecond time: Whereupon
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be palled
into a law, for appropriating fo much of the rents of the ferry called Haras may be fufficient for the purpofe of compleating the erecting
of the necefTary public buildings for the ufe of Dauphin county.
Ordered, That Mr. Chapman, Mr. Erb and Mr. Lilly be a committee, to
bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reiblution.
The report of the committee on ways and means, on the petition of the
inhabitants of Peter's townfhip, in the county of Franklin, read February
22d, was read the fecond time
Whereupon

ris?,

ferry,

:

Refolved, That the inhabitants of Peter's townfhip, in Franklin county,
have leave to withdraw their petition.
Agreeably to leave given, November 30th laft, the Houfe refolved itfelf
into a committee of the whole, in order to take into conlideration the
amendments propofed by Congrefs to the conftitution of the United States.
Mr. Speaker quitted the chair, and the Chairman was placed therein.
After fome time fpent in difcuffing the fubject,
The Chairman quitted the chair, and Mr. Speaker refumed it.
The Chairman then made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee of the whole Houfe beg leave to report
That they have deliberately confidered the feveral articles of amendment
propofed by the Congrefs of the United States, and fubmit the following
refolutions, viz.

Rejolved, That this Houfe do ratify the following articles, propofed by the
Congrefs of the United States as amendments to the conftitution of the
United States, viz.
Art. III. Congrefs (hall make no law reflecting an eftablifhment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercife thereof; or abridging the freedom of
fpeech, or of the prefs; or the right of the people peaceably to affemble, and
to petition the government for a redrefs of grievances.
Art. IV. A well regulated militia being necefTary to the fecurity of a free
ftate, the right of the people to keep and bear arms fhall not be infringed.
Art. V. No foldier (hall in time of peace be quartered in any houfe
without the confent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to
be prefcribed by law.
Art. VI. The right of the people to be fecure in their perfons, houfes,
papers and effects, againft unreafonable fearches and feizures, (hall not be
violated; and no warrants (hall iffue but upon probable caufe, fupported by
oath or affirmation, and particularly defcribing the place to be fearched, and
the perfons or things to be feized.
Art. VII. No perfon fhall be held to anfvver for a capital, or otherwife
infamous crime, unlefs on a prefentment or indictment of a Grand Jury,
except in cafes arifing in the land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in
actual fervice in time of war or public danger; nor fhall any perfon be fubjecl, for the fame offence, to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb ; nor
(hall

—
[
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fhall be compelled, in any criminal cafe, to be a witnefs againft himfelf, nor
be deprived of life, liberty or property, without due procefs of law ; nor
(hall private property be taken for public ufe, without juft compenfation.
Art. VIII. In all criminal profecutions, the accufed (hall enjoy the right
to a fpeedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the ftate and diftricl;
wherein the crime fhall have been committed, which diftridt fhall have been
previously afcertained by law
and to be informed of the nature and caufe of
the accusation j to be confronted with the witneffes againft him ; to have
compulfory procefs for obtaining witneffes in his favour, and to have the affiftance of Counfel for his defence.
Art. IX. In fuits at common law, where the value in controverfy fhall
exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury fhall be preferved
and no
fact, tried by a jury, fhall be otherwife re-examined in any Court of the
United States, than according to the rules of the common law.
Art. X. Excefiive bail (hall not be required, nor exceffive fines impofed,
nor cruel and unufual punifhments inflicted.
Art. XI. The enumeration in the conftitution of certain rights fhall not
be conftrued to deny or difparage others retained by the people.
Art. XII. The powers not delegated to the United States by the conftitution, nor prohibited by it to the ftates, are referved to the ftates reflec;

-,

tively, or to the people.

Re/olved,

That

committee be appointed

a

to bring in a bill,

for the pur-

pofes contained in the above refolution.

Ordered
Adjourned

on the

to lie

table.

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

Thurfday^ February 25,

M.

1790.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
A petition from the truftees of the College, Academy and Charitable School
of Philadelphia, in the commonwealth of Pennjylvania, was read, fetting forth,
that the funds of the faid College, &c. have become infufficient to anfwer
the laudable purpofes of the inftitution ; and praying, that in as much as the
fame is the moft antient feminary in the ftate, they may not remain alone un-

endowed, and unaffifted with the public bounty.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from Leonard Young was read, ftating

his prefent diftreffed fitu-

ties,

wounds received during the late war and other cafualand praying this Houfe to take the premifes into consideration, and grant

him

relief.

ation, occafioned by

Ordered

on the table.
appointed February 17th, on the petition oi John Church-

to lie

The committee

man, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of John Churchman, cf
the city of Philadelphia, praying for the patronage and afiiitance of this Houfe
to enable him to carry into effect certain principles, by which he is enabled
(as is by him fet forth) to determine the precife variation of the magnetic
needle, for any part of the globe, for any time, paft, prefent, or to come,
and to afcertain thereby the longitude of any place, by fea or land, report
That they have conferred with the faid John Churchman, and enquired into the principles aforefaid ; and although your committee cannot undertake
to

[

.

So

]

to

define the properties, or to defcribe all the ufes or
benefits which may arife
from the application of the principles aforelaid, yet they will
hazard arr opinion that the charts or maps delineated by, r.nd now engraving
under the direction of, the faid John Churchman, may have a great
tendency to lead into
further dilcovenes ot the true principles and laws of the
variation of the magnetic needle,

the application thereof to the ufeful purpofc of
regulating fur"veys of land, and poffibly to the difcovery of the longitude
at lea and land,
as let forth by the petitioner.

Your committee, under

this belief, and undemanding the expence of
engraving the faid charts or maps will be heavy for the petitioner
to bear, and
being unwilling to fufler any improvements in fcience to
be loft to the public, are of opinion that the affiftance of
the Legiflature fhould be extended
to the petitioner, for the purpofe aforefaid
Therefor.- fubmit the following
°
refolution, viz.
:

Refohed. That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, direftincr
the
Supreme Executive Council to fubfcribe for
lets of John Churchman's
Variation Charts or Maps of all the Northern Hemifphere,"
(agreeably to
the terms propoied by him for the publication thereof)
for the ufe of this
ftate, to be diftnbuted as the Legiflature
may hereafter direcf ; to be paid
for out of the fund particularly fet apart by law
for improvements.

Ordered

The

on the table.
the petition of a

to lie

report on

number of the inhabitants of TurkeyFoot, Brothers Valley, Elk-lick, Milford and Vuemahoning
townihips, in the
county of Bedford, read February 23d, was read the fecond
time
Where:

upon

Rejohed, That the prayer of the petitions of a confiderable
number of
the inhabitants of the townihips of Turkey-Foot,
Brothers Valley, Elk-lick,
Mnjord and Quewahoning, in the county of Bedford, praying to be
erected
into a feparate county, cannot at this time be granted.

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe refumed the
confideration
of the motions made February 13th and February 23d, refpecfing
the election of Reprefentatives for this ftate in the Congrefs
of the United States.
Mr. Finley then withdrew his motion made February 13th,

Mr. Rhea,

J

feconded by
'

And the motion of Mr. Faux and Mr. Kennedy was adopted, as follows,
viz
Rejohed, That a committee be appointed, to confider the moft expedient
mode of appointing Rcprelentatives fur this ftate in the Congrefs of the United
and report what they think moft proper thereon.
motion was then made by Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Rhea,
To appoint a grand committee, confifting of a member from each county,

States,

A

for the purpofe contained in the foregoing refolution.

On

the queftion,— " Will the Houje agree to appoint a grand
committee ?"
was carried in the negative. Whereupon
Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Dering, My.
Kennedy, Mr.
Nevil, Mr. Maaay and Mr. Lloyd be a committee,
to bring in a bill conformably to the faid refolution.
It

The

petition of the Truftees of the public fchool of
Germanto-wn, read
February 23d, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, i hat it be referred to Mr.
Jfimead, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Moore,
to report thereon.

Agreeably

-

[
Agreeably

to leave given, a

'5'

]

member'prefented to the chair

•"

An A3

f

David'j (commonly called Radnor) Church,
firft time, and

to incorporate the Protejlant Epifcopal

a bill, entituled

Congregation belonging to St.
in the county of Delaware,"

which was read the
Ordered to

The

lie

on the table.
" An Acl

entituled

to repeal part of the additional fupplement to
for the regulation of the militia of this commonwealth," was read
the fecond time, and conlidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed lor a third reading, and forthwith publimed for confideration.
The bill, entituled " An AB for further enlarging the time limited by the
" ail, entituled " An A& for facilitating the redemption of the bills of ere
" dit emitted in the year one thoufand {even hundred and eighty-one, and
" for redeeming part of the funded debt of this Hate, for extending the time
" for patenting lands which were located before the declaration of independ" ency, and for giving a right of pre-emption to actual fettlers for procuring
" warrants for the lands by them occupied," was read the fecond time.
**

bill,

the acls

Ordered,

That the confideration thereof be poftponed.

The Houfe refumed
-"

provide for

A

the confideration of the

bill,

entituled

" An Act

to

the renewal of certificates in the cafes therein mentioned."

motion was made by Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Boys,

To re-confider the firft enacting claufe.
Which was carried in the affirmative.
After fome debate,

On

the queflion,

—"

Will the Houfe agree to the faid claufe

V

It was determined in the negative.
A letter from John Nicholfon, Efquire, Comptroller-General, was read.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

Friday, February 26, 1790.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
motion was made by Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Faux,
To expunge that part of the minutes of yefterday, which contains the
order on the reading of the Comptroller- General's letter, viz. " Ordered to
" lie on the table."
" Shall the faid words, " Ordered to lie on the table,"
On the queftion,
the
Yeas and Nays being called by Mr. Kennedy and Mr.
h be expunged?"
Gurney, were as follow, viz,

A

—
—

YEAS.

YEAS.
1

Lawrence

10 James Bryan,
Richard Thomas,
1 1

Sickle,

2 Jacob Riltzheimer t
3 William Rawle,
4 Francis Gurney,

12 Richard Downing, jun.
1 3 James Clemfon,
14 Henry Dering,

5 Samuel Afimead,
6 Thomas Brit ton,
7 Gerardus Wynkoop,
8 Valentine Upp,

1

5

Jacob Erb,

16 John Miller,
17 Thomas Clingan,

18 Jacob Schmyfer,

9 John Chapman,

Q^q

YEAS.

21

5

1

[

YE
19

20
21

22
23

A

i5*

]

YEAS.

S.

John Stewart,
'Thomas Lilley,
William Godfrey,
Peter Ealer,
Conrad Ihrie, jun.
Anthony Lerch, jun.

27
28
29
30
3

33

Hugh

(

Lloyd,

34 Richard

Riley.

NAYS.

NAYS.

14 j^zz Baird,
James Barr,
1
16 James AlliJ'on,

E/wj- Boys,

2 j^>6/z Hopkins,
3

M

32 David Stewart,

24
25 Thomas Ryerfon,
26 ^rfCO^ i?«^i

1

Jonathan Roberts,
Benjamin Markley,
James Faux,
j^tz Carfon,
Cr eight,
James

James Cunningham,

4 Jo/eph Reed,
5 Thomas Kennedy,
6 David Mitchell,

17 Alexander Wright,

7 Jonathan Hoge,

20 James Fin ley,
21 James Johnjlon,
22 yo^;z Rhea,

1

19

8 yo/6« Ludwig,
9 Nicholas Lutz,

was carried in the

it

A

letter

of certain

J/zMtt Marjloall,

3^

/z

Gilchreejl,

23 Jacob Miley,

10 j^£« Moore,
Herman Hufband,
1
Samuel Maclay,
1
13 y<?/6« White,

So

8

24

3^"

Nevil,

2 5 ^oj6« Harris.

affirmative.

from the Comptroller-General was read, containing an account
tranfadtions between the Regifter-General and himlelf, in their

official intercourfe.

Ordered to lie on the table.
A memorial and petition from James Biddle, Efquire, Prothonotary of
the Court of Common Pleas of Philadelphia county, was read, letting forth,
that on the twentieth day of March, 1783, an act was paffed, laying a duty
of Jive Jlnllings and /even-pence upon all original, judicial and melhe procefs
iffuing out of- the office of Prothonotary of the laid county ; that fince the
palling of the faid law a coniiderable part of the faid county hath been erected into a feparate county, the jurifdiclon of Juftices of the Peace extended
in matters of debt to the fum of ten pounds, and original jurisdiction given
to the Supreme Court in cafes above the value of Jifty pounds ; that from
thefe, and other caufes, the number of fuits brought in the faid court hath
vatllv diminished, and is Still decreafing, and the profits of the faid office,
while charged with the faid tax, no longer capable of yielding a fupport
adequate to the importance of it 5 therefore praying he may be relieved from
the payment of the faid tax.
Ordered to lie on the table.

The

petition of the

members of

the PreSbyterian congregation of Eajl-

Conococheague, read February 24th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the prayer thereof be granted.
The committee appointed November 27th laft, on the petition of Samuel

Delap,

made

report,

which was

read, as follows, viz.

The

:

[
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The committee, to whom was referred the petition of Samuel Delap, paying that the duty and all reftrictions be taken off the fale of books by auction,

report

.That they have confide/ed the fubjedt, without being able to difcover
any good reafon why this fpecies of property mould be exempted from dutyj
and therefore offer the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That the prayer ol the petition of Samuel Delap ought not to be
granted, and that he have leave to withdraw his petition.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed November 27th laft, on the petition of 'John
Cbaloner and others, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of John Cbaloner and
others., praying that a law may be enadted,
to authorife fuch additional
number of perfons to hold auctions in the city of Philadelphia, and its liberties, as can give fatisfadtory fecurity for the duties to the ltate, after inveitigating the fubjedl, are of opinion that fome alterations ought to take
place in the exifting laws ; that lowering the duty upon fales of wet goods,
and fuch as are generally called groceries, would render the revenue more
productive ; and therefore offer the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to licence an
additional number of Auctioneers in the city of Philadelphia, and the neighbourhood thereof, under fuch regulations and reftridlions as this AfTembly
mall judge expedient, and to bring in a claufe to reduce the prefent duty
upon the fales of all wet goods and groceries fold at vendue.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 12th inftant, on the reprefentation of
the Managers of the Pennfylvania Hofpital, made report, which was read,
as follows,

viz.

The committee

on the reprefentation of the Managers of the Pennfylvania

Hofpital report

That although

a general

mode of compelling Executors

legacies and devifes of a public or charitable nature

to

give notice of

would be

confiftent with

and found policy, yet the committee have been unable to devife any
plan for the purpofe, which would not be attended with inconveniencies

juftice

The

following refolution is therefore fubmitted, viz.
Refolved, That the Managers of the Pennfylvania Hofpital have leave to

withdraw their reprefentation made
Ordered to lie on the table.

The

to this

Houfe.

report on the petition of Laughlin M'Cartney, read

was read the fecond time.
And on the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree

—

to the

February 23d,

following refolution f"

viz.

That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, empowering
fuitable perfons to
the Supreme Executive Council to appoint
meet at the town of Suubury, who, after due notice given to the claimants,
ihall proceed to examine all claims made for provifions and fupplies furnifhed
the magik-ates in their attempt to enforce the laws of Pennfylvania at WyoRefolved,

ming, in fuc"a way, and under fuch regulations, as Council fhall direct and
appoint; and the laid Commiffioners fhall report their proceedings to Council

C
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them transmitted to the Comptrollerempowering
the Prefidentor Vice-Preiident
and
examination;
General for his
in Council to draw orders on the Treafurer of the ftate for the payment of
fuch allowed claims, as alio a realbnable compenfation to the faid Commif-

cil for their

approbation, and to be by

fioners.

was carried in the negative.
motion of Mr. Raw/e, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,

It

On

Ordered, That Monday next be affigned for the fecond reading of the report of the committee of the whole on the fubjecl of the amendments propoied by Congrefs to the conftitution of the United States, and that it be the

order for that day.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the

"
"

bill,

entituled

" An A£l

to enable

the Officers of the hand-Office to iffue warrants of re- location in the cafes
therein defcribed," was read the third time.

And

A

the fir ft enacting claufe being under confederation,
motion was made by Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Hoge,

To

adjourn.

Adjourned, accordingly, until ten o'clock to-morrow, A.

Saturday ,

February 27,

1790.

M.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
a number of the inhabitants of the county of Berks was
read, fctting forth, that the laws now in force for the prefervation of the
fifh, and facilitating the navigation of the river Schuylkill, are inadequate to
anfwer the good purpofes thereby intended, on account of the numerous
dams which obftruct the fame.

A

A

petition

from

Ordered

to lie

petition

on the table.
from John Webb was

read, fetting forth,

that in the year

1774

he mortgaged to the Truftees of the then General Loan-Office a certain trad:
of land, lituated in the county of Northumberland, to fecure the payment of
one hundred and ninety-two pounds ; that by reafon of the late Indian war,
and other misfortunes, he is unable to difcharge the faid mortgage, and the
intereft thereon accrued; and praying this Houfe to grant him relief in the
premifes.

Ordered to lie on the table.
letter from the Comptroller-General was read, ftating, that he is poffeffed of a large number of certificates of depreciation, new-loan and funded debt, which have been redeemed by the fales of lands, lots, &c. the property of the ftate, and alfo of new-loan debt, which have been redeemed by
exchanging for them the continental certificates; likewife a great number of

A

each of the fpecies aforefaid, taken in for others granted for accommodation
of individuals and change in the land-office; and fuggefting the propriety of
paffing an act, authorising the committee of accounts to count, burn and Jeftroy the fame.

Ordered

The

to lie

petition of

on the table.
Leonard Young, read February 25th, was read the fecond

time.

Ordered,
thereon.

That

it

be referred to the grand committee on c^ims, to report

The

The

Jr
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petition of the truftees of the College,

Academy and Charitable School
read February 25th inftant, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Chapman, Mr. Lilley and Mr. Hoge, to
report thereon.
The Houfe refumed the consideration of the report on the petition of a
af Philadelphia,

number of

the inhabitants of the counties of Berks and Northumberland, refpecting a road to Catawejfy, poftponed February 20th inftant.
Ordered, That it be re-committed.
The report on the petition of John Chaloner and others, read February

26th, was read the fecond time
Whereupon
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to licence an
additional number of Auctioneers in the city of Philadelphia, and the neighbourhood thereof, under fuch regulations and reftridtions as this Affembly
(hall judge expedient, and to bring in a claufe to reduce the prefent duty upon the lales of all wet goods and groceries fold at vendue.
:

Ordered, That Mr. Chapman, Mr. Clingan and Mr. Hoge be a committee,
to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to the chair a bill, entituled

"

An Acl

"

in the county

to incorporate the

Prejbyterian Congregation o/Eaft-Conococheague,
Franklin,"
which was read the firft time, and
of
Ordered to lie on the table.
The confederation of the firft ena&ing claufe of the bill, entituled
An
" Aft to enable the Officers of the Land-Office to ijjue warrants of re-location
*' in the
cafes therein defcribed," recurring} after ibme debate thereon,
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the fame ?"
*.*

—

It was determined in the negative.
Adjourned until three o'clock on Monday next, P.

Monday

r

,

March

M.

1790.

r,

P.

M.

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
The committee on claims, to whom was referred, February
tition of Robert Thorn,

The committee on

made

which was

report,

claims, to

whom

read,

24th, the pe-

as follows,

viz.

was referred the petition of Robert

Thorn, reportThat they have examined his claim, and are

fatisfied that the fervice was
at
thofe
the
Delaware
places
mentioned in his petition, and to
performed in
the advantage of navigation, and are of opinion that the faid Robert Thorn

ought to be paid the balance of his account, being forty pounds five Jlnllings
and eight-pence ; and therefore offer the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to authorife
the Prelident or Vice-Prelident in Council to draw an order on the State Trea-

fum of forty pounds five /hillings and
of
payable
out
the
eight-pence,
fifteen hundred pounds appropriated for clearing
the rivers Delaware and Lehigh.
Ordered to lie on the table.

furer, in favour of Robert Thorn, for the

On

motion,

Ordered,

be added

That Mr. Rawle, Mr.

to the

committee, to

Mr. Ryerfon and Mr. D. Stewart
was referred the petition of the truftees
R r
of

Britton,

whom

8
6

21

[
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of Dickinfon College, and the petition of the truftees of the College, Academy and Charitable School of Philadelphia.
The petition of James Biddle, Efq; read February 26th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That
to report thereon.

The

it

petition of

Ordered, That
report thereon.

The

letter

be referred to Mr. Rawle, Mr. Ryerfon and Mr. Car/on,

John Webb, read February 27th, was read the fecond time.
be referred to Mr. Britton, Mr. Maclay and Mr. Faux, to

it

from the Comptroller-General, read February 27th, was read

the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Gurney, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. Hoge,
to report thereon.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the report of the committee of the
conftitution of the United States,

time

A

by Congrefs as amendments to the
read February 24th, was read the fecond

feveral articles propofed

whole on the

Whereupon

:

motion was made by Mr. Maclay, feconded by Mr. Harris,

To

poftpone the faid report, in order to take into confideration the firft
Article of the faid propofed amendments, viz.
*' Art. I.
After the firft enumeration required by the firft Article of the
" conftitution, there ftiall be one reprefentative for every thirty thoufand,
" until the number ftiall amount to one hundred after which the propor" tion ftiall be fo regulated by Congrefs, that there ftiall be not lefs than one
" hundred reprefentatives, nor lefs than one reprefentative for every forty
" thoufand perfons, until the number of reprefentatives fhall amount to two
'« hundred ; after which the proportion fhall be fo regulated by Congrefs,
** that there fhall not be lefs than two hundred reprefentatives, nor more
i* than one reprefentative for every fifty thoufand perfons."
On the queftion, ° Will the Houfe agree to the pqftponement, for the afore" faid purpofe f" the Yeas and Nays being called by Mr. Kennedy and Mr.
;

—

—

Johnflon, were

as follow,

viz.

YEAS.

YEAS.
1

Francis Gurney,

2

Thomas Clingan,

3 °J°feph R'tdf

4 John Stewart,
5 Thomas Kennedy,
6

David

Mitchell,

7 Jonathan Hoge,
8

John

Ludivtg,

a Nicholas Lutz,
10 Anthony Lerch,
1
John Moore,
Samuel Maclay,
1
13 John White,
14 John Baird,

NAYS.
1

Lawrence

Sickle,

2 Jacob Hiltzheivier,

15 James Barr,
1
James Allifon,
1

j Alexander Wright,

1

19

20
21

22

James Mar/hall,
John Gilchreejl,
James Fin ley,
James Johnfon,
John Rhea,

23 Benjamin Markley,
24 Jacob Miley,

25 John Car/on,
26 James M'Cr eight,
27 John Harris.

NAYS.
3 William Rawle,

4 Samuel AJhmead,

NAYS.

21

[

'57

NAYS.

NAYS.

5 Thomas Paul,
6 Thomas Br it ton,

19 John Miller,
20 Jacob Schmyfer,
2 1 Thomas Liliey,

7 E/zkr jBoyj,
S Gerardus Wynkoop,
9 Valentine Upp,
10 Jo£« Chapman,

22 William Godfrey,
23 Stephen Balliot,

24 Conrad

J^" -Bo'^»

1

Richard Thomas,
13 Richard Downing, jun.
14 jfa«« Clem/on,

20 Thomas Ryerfon,
27 Jacob Reiff,
28 J.nathan Roberts,
29 James Vaux,
30 Obadiah Gore,
31 John Nevil,
32 Richard Riley.

15 John Hopkins,
16 Henry Bering,

\j James Cunningham,
18 Jacob Erb,
it

And

Ibrie, jun.

25 Herman Hujband,

1

So

]

was carried in the negative.
the faid report recurring,

tions, contained in the fame,

the

Houfe adopted the following

resolu-

i>/;z.

Refohed, That this Houfe do ratify the following articles, propofed by the
Congrefs of the United States as amendments to the conflitution of the
United States, viz.
Art. III. Congrefs mall make no law refpecling an eflablifhment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercife thereof ; or abridging the freedom of
fpeech, or of the prefs; or the right of the people peaceably to affemble, and
to petition the government for a redrefs of grievances.
Art. IV. A well regulated militia being neceffary to the fecurity of a free
flate, the right of the people to keep and bear arms (hall not be infringed.
Art. V. No foldier mail in time of peace be quartered in any houfe
without the confent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to
be prefcribed by law.
Art. VI. The right of the people to be fee u re in their perfons, houfes,
papers and effects, againfl unreafonable fearches and feizures, mall not be
violated; and no warrants mail iffue but upon probable caufe, fupported by
oath or affirmation, and particularly defcribing the place to be fearched, and
the perfons or things to be feized.
Art. VII. No perfon (hall be held to anfwer for a capital, or otherwife
infamous crime, unlefs on a prefentment or indictment of a Grand Jury,
except in cafes ariling in the land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in
actual fervice in time of war or public danger; nor (hall any perfon be Subject, for the fame offence, to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor
(ball be compelled, in any criminal cafe, to be a witnefs againfi himfelf, nor
be deprived of life, liberty or property, without due procefs of law ; nor
(hall private property be taken for public ufe, without juft compenfation.
Art. VIII. In all criminal profecutions, the accufed (hall enjoy the right
to a fpeedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the flate and diftridl
wherein the crime (hall have been committed, which diftridt (hall have been
previoufly ascertained by law; and to be informed of the nature and caufe of
the accufation ; to be confronted with the witneffes againfi him; to have
compulfory procefs for obtaining witneffes in his favour, and to have the affiflance of counfel for his defence.

Art. IX.

158
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Art. IX. In fuits at common law, where the value in controverfy fhall
exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury ihall be preferved ; and no
fact, tried by a jury, fhall be otherwife re-examined in any Court of the
United States, than according to the rules of the common law.
Art. X. Exceffive bail lhall not be required, nor exceffive fines impofed,
nor cruel and unufual punifhments infli&ed.
Art. XI. The enumeration in the conflitution of certain rights mall not
be conftrued to deny or diiparage others retained by the people.
Art. XII. The powers not delegated to the United States by the conftitution, nor prohibited by it to the Hates, are referved to the fiates reflectively, or to the people.
Rejolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, for the purpofes contained in the above refolution.
Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. Kennedy be a committee,
to bring in a bill

The

conformably to

faid refolutions.

report on the petition of 'John

Tread the fecond time

That

:

Churchman, read February 25th, was

Whereupon

committee be appointed

to bring in a bill, directing the
lets of John Churchman %
for
fubferibe
Council
to
Executive
Supreme
" Variation Charts or Maps of all the Northern Hemifphere," (agreeably to
the terms propofed by him for the publication thereof) for the ufe of this
Hate, to be diftributed as the Legiflature may hereafter direct ; to be paid
for out of the fund particularly fet apart by law for improvements.
Ordered, That Mr. Chapman, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Mac/ay be a committee, for the purpofe contained in the foregoing refolution.
The committee, to whom was re-committed, February 27th, the report
on the petition of a number of the inhabitants of the counties of Berks and

Rejolved,

a

Northumberland, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was re-committed the petition of a number of
the inhabitants of Berks and Northumberland, beg leave to report
That as a general plan of improving the roads and internal navigation of
this ftate has been for fome time in agitation, and proper meafures for obtaining the neceflary information thereunto relating are now taking, by direction
or the Legiflature, it will be expedient to postpone the confideration of any
particular improvement, until they fhall be found to be proper parts of the
general fyftem.
therefore fubmit the following refolution, viz.
petitioners for a road to Catawejjy, through Berks and
Rejolved,
Northumberland, have leave to withdraw their petition.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The report on the reprefentation of the Managers of the Pennjylvania Hof-

The committee

That the

read February 26th, was read the fecond time : Whereupon
Rejolved, That the Managers of the Pennfylvania Hofpital have leave to
withdraw their reprefentation made to this Houfe.

pital,

The

report on the petition of Samuel Delap, read February 26th, was read

the fecond time

:

Whereupon

That the prayer of the petition of Samuel Delap ought not to be
granted, and that he have leave to withdraw his petition.
The report of the committee on that part of the meflage of Council, which
Rejolved,

boundary line of this Hate being mferted in Reading
map, read February 16th, was read the fecond time: Whereupon

refpedts the northern
ell's,

How-

Rejolved,
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That a claufe be inferted in the bill now before the Houfe, err^;z Aft in favour of Reading Howell," authorifing him, under the
directions of Council, to delineate in his map the lines of this ftate, as eftaRefolved,

tituled

•

««

blifhed by law, or otherwife agreed on and afcertained.

A

motion was made by Mr. Maclay, feconded by Mr. Rawk,
re-confider the refolution adopted February 26th, on the report of the
committee appointed on the petition of Laughlin M'Cartney and others.
And on the queftion, '« Will the Houfe agree to re-confider the /aid refo-

To

—

"

lution f"
It

was carried

in the affirmative

That the

:

Whereupon

re-committed.
The bill, entituled " An AB to repeal part of the additional fupplement to
" the aSls for the regulation of the militia of this commonwealth," was read
the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
Ordered,

faid report be

law.

The bill, entituled " An Ac! for the payment of the
" Marmie and Company," was read the third time, and

claim of Turnbull,
confidered by para-

graphs.

A

motion was then made by Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,

To

re-confider the enacting claufe, for the purpofe of postponing the consideration of the faid bill.

On

*«

the queftion,
purpofe ?"
It

was carried

—"

Will the Houfe agree

to re-confider,

for the

aforefaid

in the affirmative.

Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A.

T'uefday,

The Houfe met

March

2,

M.

1790.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from the Juftices of the Court of Common Pleas for the counA
ty of Chejler was read, praying the bill, entituled " An Aft for the better
regulation and fupport of the poor of Chefter county," which was depending in the late Houfe of Affembly, may be taken into confideration, and
petition

!*.

palled into a law.

Ordered

on the table.
from William Murray was read, fetting forth, that in the year
1774 he mortgaged his plantation, fituated in the county of Northumberland,
to the Truftees of the then General Loan- Office, to fecure the payment
of one hundred and eighty-four pounds, with the intereft thereon accruing,
by yearly inftalments, and ftating that he hath paid part of the faid principal and intereft, but by reafon of his ferving as Sub-Lieutenant for three

A

to lie

petition

years within the faid county, and receiving a certificate for thofe fervices
for the fum of ten pounds fixteen fallings and fix-pence only, he is render-

ed unable to difcharge the principal and
mortgage.
Ordered to lie on the tab>le.

A

intereft

remaining unpaid on

faid

petition from divers inhabitants of the townfhips of Birmingham and
Thornbury, in the county of Delaware, was read, praying the lines of the
faid county may be extended up the Brandyivine to Painter's ford, or to the
S s
Weft-

i6o

[

]

Weft -town line, and along the faid line to the Edgetnont road ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the lame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Moore, Mr. Nevil and Mr. Rhea, to
report thereon.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the townfhip of Fannet,
in the county of Franklin, was read, Hating their inability to pay the taxes
affefied

on them

in the years 1781,

1782 and 1783, and praying they may

be exonerated from the payment thereof.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A oetition from the freeholders and other inhabitants of the townfhip of
Birmingham, in the county of Delaware, was read, praying they may be reannexed to Ghejler county; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame
was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Moore, Mr. Nevil and Mr. Rhea, to
report thereon.
On motion of

Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Hilizheimer,
Ordered, That the committee appointed November 13th laft, to bring in
a bill to amend the feveral ads of Allembly of this ftate relative to the Board
of Wardens for the port of Philadelphia, be difcharged.
A motion was made by Mr. Ryerfon, feconded by Mr. Marjloall, as fol-

lows, viz.

Whereas
refolution,

Houfe did on the twenty-third day of February laft pafs a
recommending it to the Supreme Executive Council to make
this

application to the Prefident and Congrefs of the United States for a protection againft the hoftile incurfions of the Indians on the weftern frontiers of
And whereas the fealbn is now nearly arrived when the hoftile
this ftate
:

attacks of the Indians ufually commence, and as it is probable that feme time
muft neceffarily elapfe, before any protection can be afforded to the faid frontiers

by the United

Refolved,

States

That the

-.

Therefore

Prefident and

Supreme Executive Council be hereby

direded to take fuch meafures for the fafety of the fouth-weft frontier of
this ftate, as to them may feem proper, and to draw on the Treafurer of the
ftate for fuch fum or fums of money as may be neceftary for the above pur(hall not exceed one hundred and fifty pounds ; to be
revenues
of the ftate.
paid out of the general
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 12th laft, on the petition of Lewis

pofe, provided the

Nicolas,

made

fame

report,

The committee,

to

which was read, as follows, viz.
whom was referred the petition of Lewis

Nicolas,

keep-

er of the work-houfe of the city and county of Philadelphia, report
That as the penal laws are now under coniideration of a committee of this
Houfe, and as the prayer of the petition involves a iubjed which will necefafford
farily fall under their deliberation, and as it may be in their power to
or
county,
city
additional
the
expence to
relief, without occaiioning any
therefore the following refolution is fubmitten, viz.
work-houfe of
Refolved, That the petition of Lewis Nicolas, keeper of the
on the pecommittee
be
referred
to the
the city and county of Philadelphia,

thereon as they may think proper.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The report of the committee, read yefterday, on the petition of Robert
Whereupon
Thorn, was read the fecond time
nal laws, to

ad

:

Refolved,

[

i*i

]

Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to authorife
the Prefidenf or Vice-Prefident in Council to draw an order on the State
Treafurer, in favour of Robert Thorn, for the furh of forty pounds five Jhillmgs
and eight-pence, to be paid out of the Jive thoufand pounds ipecially appropriated by law for the payment of claims, as foon as that fund fhall be furriciently productive.
Ordered, That Mr. Chapman, Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Johnjlon be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.

The committee
*'

"

appointed for the purpofe reported

a bill,

entituled

''

An

A5t declaring

the ajfent of this State to certain amendments to the conjiitution
of the United States," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

The committee

appointed for the purpofe reported

a bill,

entituled

" Additional Supplement to the Jeveral acls of Ajfembly rejpebling
" and auctioneers," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered

**

An

public auctions

on the table.
" An Acl for fettling the accounts of James Rowan,
" late collector of taxes in the county of Philadelphia, and for other purpofes
** therein mentioned," was read the third time,
and confidered by paragraphs.

The

Ordered,
law.

to lie

entituled

bill,

That

it

be engrofled, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

The Houfe relumed

the confideration of the bill, entituled " An At~l relating to the fecurities to be given by Sheriffs and Coroners ;" and having
fully confidered the fame by paragraphs,
Ordered, That it be engrofled, for the purpofe of being ena&ed into a

"

law.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

JVednefday^
The Houfe met

to-morrow, A.

March

3,

M.

1790.

A.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from the Comptroller-General was read, ftating certain official
A
tranfacYions between him and the Regifter-General.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from 238 freeholders and taxable inhabitants of the townfhips of
Mount -R leafant and Berwick, in the county of York, were read, remonftrating
againft a divilion of faid county, and praying, that if this Houfe fhould deem
letter

expedient to erect a part thereof into a feparate county, they may be continued and remain within the lines of the county of York aforefaid ; and on
motion, and by fpecial order, the fame were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Gurney, Mr. Britton, Mr. Chapman, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Erb, Mr. Ludivig, Mr. Ealer, Mr. Ryerjon and Mr.

it

Riley,

A

to report thereon.

petition

from 77 inhabitants of Germany townfhip,

county of
county; and on

in the

York, was read, remonftrating againft a divilion of the faid
motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the laft named committee, to report
thereon.
The petition of William Murray, read yefterday, was rea.d the fecond
-

time.

Ordered,

[
Ordered,

That

it

i6»
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be referred to Mr. Britton, Mr. Maclay and Mr. Faux, to

report thereon.

The

petition of divers inhabitants of the county of Berks,

read February

27th, was read the fecond time.

That it be referred to Mr. Rawle, Mr. Ludwig, Mr. Dering, Mr.
Balliot, Mr. Maclay, Mr. Ryerfon and Mr. Car/on, to report thereon.
The committee appointed February 20th, on the petition of the Paftor
and Truftees of the German religious fociety of Roman Catholics of the Holy
Trinity church, in the city of Philadelphia, made report, which was read,
Ordered,

as follows,

viz.

whom

was referred the petition of the corporation
of the Paftor and Truftees of the German religious fociety of Roman Catholics of the Holy Trinity church, in the city of Philadelphia, beg leave to

The committee,

to

report

appears to your committee, that the faid coi-poration has instituted a free fchool for the tuition of the poor children belonging to the faid fociety ; that their funds at this time are infufficient to make the inftitution
generally ufeful, and it is reafonable that like aid fhould be afforded them
as hath been granted to fimilar inftitutions : Therefore fubmit the following

That

it

refolution, viz.

That the corporation of the Paftor and Truftees of the German
religious fociety of Roman Catholics of the Holy Trinity church, in the city
of Philadelphia, have leave to bring in a bill, for the purpofe of being enadRefolved,

acres of land, out
ed into a law, vefting in the faid corporation
of the fixty thoufand acres fet apart by the ad: of General AiTembly, pafled
the feventh day of April, 1786.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 22d, on the petition of Martha Flower,

made

which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee on the petition of Martha Flower, widow of Colonel Benreport,

jamin Flower, report

That it appears the late Colonel Benjamin Flower held a commiffion as Colonel, commanding a corps of artillery and artificers in the fervice of the
States, from the fixteenth day of July, 1776, to the time of his death,
year
the
in
1781 ; that by a refolution of Congrefs of the eleventh day of February, ljjtt, his corps was exprefly declared to be entitled to all the benefits allowed to the corps of artillery in the fame fervice ; that the Ad: of
Afiembly, pafled the firft day of March, 1780, grounded upon the refolution
of Congrefs of the fifteenth day of May, 1778, extending the benefits contained in that refolution to the widows of fuch officers as came within the
meaning, of that refolve, appears to your committee to be a recognition of
The
thofe principles, upon whuh the prayer of the petitioner is founded
committee therefore appiehemi that, the claim ol Mrs. Flower is equally entitled to the bounty of Congrefs, through the intervention of this ftate, in the
manner adopted in fo many other cafes, and fubmit the following refolu-

United

:

tion, viz.

Rejohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enaded
into a law, for the purpofe of extending to Martha Flower., widow of Colonel Benjamin Flower, the lame relief, as in ana by an act, entituled " An Acl
" for the more effectual Jupply and honorable reward oj the Pennfylvania troops.

C

»<S3
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"*<

r>z the fervice of the United States of America,"
is extended to the widows
of military officers therein mentioned.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 19th, on the petition of Peter Heijler,
made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee of claims, to whom was referred the petition of Peter
Heijler, beg leave to report
That they have duly confidered the fubjecl matter of laid petition, and find
that the militia fines are the fund for the payment of fuch claims, and that
any further interference of the Houfe at this time would be improper ; and
offer the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That the prayer of the petition of Peter Heijler ought not to be
granted, and that he have leave to withdraw his petition.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The report on the petition of Lewis Nicolas, read March 2d, was read the
fecond time
Whereupon
Refolved, That the petition of Lewis Nicolas, keeper of the work- houfe of
the city and county of Philadelphia, be referred to the committee on the penal laws, to act thereon as they may think proper.
The committee appointed February 27th, on the petition of Leonard
Young, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of Leonard Young,
:

report
fubject matter of faid petition, and find that
the
United
States, and that it would be improproperly
againft
claim
is
his
per for this ftate to affume the payment, and that he ought to apply to
Congrefs for relief; and offer the following refolution, viz.
Rejolved, That the prayer of Leonard Young, as fet forth in his petition, ought not to be granted, and that he have leave to withdraw his

That they have examined the

petition.

on the table.
The Houfe refumed the confideration of the motion made by Mr. Cunningham, feconded by Mr. Clingan, December 2d laft, refpefting the fale of
the barracks in the borough of Lancajler.
A motion was then made by Mr. Gurney, feconded by Mr. Dering,
To poftpone the confideration of the laid motion, in order to introduce

Ordered to

lie

the following as a fubftitute, viz.

committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
law, authorifing the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council to ap-

Rejolved,

into a

That

a

point commiffioners to fell the public lot or lots, together with the barracks
erected thereon, in the borough of Lancajler, at public audion, and to appropriate fo much of the monies arifing therefrom, as may be neceffary-to
put a new roof upon the powder magazine in faid borough ; the balance, or
remainder, of the monies to be paid into the ftate treafury, and applied to

the ufe of the commonwealth.
On the queftion " Will the Houfe agree to the pojlponement ?"
It was carried in the affirmative.
Ordered, That the faid refolution lie on the table.

—

whom

was committed, February 2 2d, the bill, enticountuled " An Acl to incorporate the Carpenters Company of the city and
"
incorporate
Aft
An
to
** tv
reported a bill, entituled
J Philadelphia,"
J of

The committee,

to

T

t

"the

C
*'

the Carpenters
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Company of Philadelphia," which was read the

firft

time,

and

Ordered

The
"

on the

to lie

entituled

bill,

"

table.

An

Act in favour of Reading Howell, and for other
was read the third time, and confidered by

mentioned^'

purpofes therein

paragraphs.

That

Ordered,

it

be engrofTed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

law.

The bill, entituled " An ASl to fufpend, for a limited time, fo much of the
" adl of AJfetnbly to regulate the fifhery in the rivers Codorus and Cone" wago, as relates to the erecting of platforms to the dams therein mentioned,"
was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engrofTed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
law.

The

following bills having been brought in engrofTed, were feverally compared at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to fign the
fame, viz.
An
ft repeal part of the additional fupplement to the acJs for the regulation of the militia oj this commonwealth.
directing the payment of the accounts of fundry Deputy Surveyors
An

ACT
ACT
depreciation
lands.
the
of
An ACT
compenfate William Lyon, Efquire.
An ACT
reimburfe Gabriel Coxe, George Vallendigham and Andrew
to

to

Sweringen, for monies advanced by them

in defence of the frontiers

of

Wash-

ington county.

ACT

An

Adjourned

of Fayette into election
to-morrow, A. M.

ft divide the county

until ten o'clock

Thurfday^

March

4,

1790.

difiriSis.

A. M.

The Houfe met

A

relative

neral

purfuant to adjournment.
from fohn Nicholfon, Efquire, Comptroller-General, was read,
to certain official tranfactions between him and the Regifter-Geand on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond

letter

;

time.

That the fame, together with his letters read February 26th,
and March 3d, be referred to Mr. Rawle, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Cltngan, Mr.
Hoge and Mr Ryerfon, to report thereon.
A letter from the Regifter- General was read, ftating certain official tranfactions between him and the Comptroller-General
and on motion, and by
Ordered,

;

fpecial order,

Ordered,
thereon.

A

the fame was read the fecond time.
That it be referred to the laft named committee,

petition

to

report

from the Grand Inqueft for the county of Chejler was read,
bill publilhed by order of the late General AfTembly, enA61 for the better regulation and fupport of the poor of Chefter

praying that the
tituled

"

"

county,"

An

may be

pafTed into a law.

Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Weftmoreland was read, remonftrating againft the excife laws now in force within this
commonwealth, and praying the fame may be repealed.
The
Ordered to lie on the table.
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number of the inhabitants of Fannet townShip, in the
read
Franklin,
March 2d, was read the i'econd time.
•county of
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Boys, Mr. Rhea and Mr. Barr, to
report thereon.

The

petition of a

The committee,

whom

was re-committed, March iff, the report on
the petition of Laugh/in M'Cartney and others, made report, which was
to

read, as follows, viz.

The committee,

to

whom

was re-committed the report on the petition of

Laugh/in M'Cartney and others, report
That your committee are of opinion, that as the Magistrates of the county of Northumberland were acting under the authority and by direction of
government, thofe perfons who furnished them with the neceffary fupplies on that occafion are entitled to a reafonable compenfation for the fame,
but from the length of time that has elapfed fince this bulinefs was tranfacted, and from the form in which the claimants have brought forward
their accounts, your committee are unable to determine on the propriety of
admitting them ; but in order that juStice may be done to thofe who furnifhed neceffary fupplies, and to prevent the State from being charged with
any unjuSt or unneceffary expence, they fubmit the following refolution,
viz.

That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
law, empowering and requiring the Comptroller-General to fettle and

Refolved,

into a
adjuSt the claims of thofe perfons

who furnimed

neceffary fupplies to the

1775. and to empower the Prefi-

Magistrates of Northumberland county in
dent or Vice-Prefident in Council to draw orders in favor of thofe perfons,
whole claims are admitted by the Comptroller-General to be juSt and equitable.

Ordered to

lie

The committee,

on the

table.

whom

were referred the petitions of "John Lytle, "John
report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was re-committed the report on the petition of
John Lytle, and to whom were committed the petitions of John Webb and
William Murray, report
to

Webb and William Murray, made

That they have confidered the

fubject matter contained in the feveral peti-

and are of opinion that the circumftances of the petitioners render the
interpoiition of the General Affembly neceffary; that Should the State's Attorney proceed againft thole perfons, and fell their farms in their prefent ruinous condition, the county would thereby be faddled with a confiderable
expence, as each county is obliged to make good all deficiencies that may
happen therein; thus the county would be brought into difficulty, and the
petitioners, with their families, Stripped of the only property that has efcaped
TheSe confiderations induce the committee to
the ravages of an Indian war
tions,

:

offer the following resolution,

viz.

That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
the Supreme Executive Council to order the Attorempowering
law,
into a
ney-General to Stay any further proceedings againit the petitioners, John Lyyears.
tle, John Webb and William Murray, for
Refolved,

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

number of the inhabitants of the counties of Berks and Northumberland, read March lit, was read the fecond
time: Whereupon

The

report on

the petition of a

Refolved,

[
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]

Rcfolved, That the petitioners for a road to Catawejfy, through Berks and
Northumberland, have leave to withdraw their petitions.
The committee, to whom was re-committed, February 12th, the bill, entit uled " An Ail to author ife and direil the Supreme Executive Council to ap" point commifjioners, to audit and fettle the accounts between Bedford and Hun" tingdon counties, and for other purpofes therein mentioned," reported faid
bill, with fundry alterations and amendments.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled ". An
•' A51 for the more
effectual relief of the widows and children of the officers and
" privates of the militia, who have lofl their lives m the fervice of their coun" try," which was read the firft time, and

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" Ail to provide for the fafety of the records of the fever al counties in this com" monwealth, and for other purpofes therein mentioned," which was read the
firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled " An Ail to incorporate the Prote/lant Epifcopal Con'* gregation belonging to St. DavidV (commonly
called Radnor) Church, in the
" county of Delaware," was read the fecond time, and debated by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publifhed for confideration. -

The

bill,

" fecond

" An Ail to alter the place of
of Washington county," was read the

entituled

dijtriil

holding elections in the

third time, and con-

fidered by paragraphs.

That

Ordered,

it

be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enadted into a

law.

The motion made by Mr. Ryerfon, feconded by Mr. Marjljall, March 2d,
refpedling the defence of the fouth-weft frontier of this ftate, was read the
fecond time.

And on

the queflion,

—"

,

Will the Houfe agree to the

was carried in the negative.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A.

fame?"

It

Friday,

March

5,

M.

1790.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
A petition from William Tillyer was read, fetting forth, that he became
fecurity for a certain John Loughborrow for the payment of one hundred
and thirty-three pounds fix fallings and eight-pence; that afterwards the faid
Loughborrow was attainted of High Treafon, and his eftate confifcated and
fold for the ule of the commonwealth, iince which the faid debt hath been
recovered from the petitioner by due courfe of law; and in as much as the
faid eftate hath been fold for more than the claims exhibited againft it, he
prays the Houfe to direcl: payment thereof, together with the intereft thereon
accrued, to the creditors.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee, to whom were referred, November 25th and March 3d,
the petitions for and againft a divifion of the county of York, made report,
which was read, as follows, viz.

The

:

C
The committee,

to

whom
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were referred the petitions of a number of the
for and again ft a divifion of laid county,

inhabitants of the county of York,
report

That however proper

a divifion of York county may be at fome future day,
does not appear that the people have made up their minds upon
the fubject, fo as to be reconciled to the plan ; the prefent propofed line
will include a very reipe&able number of inhabitants, who are by no means
reconciled to the mealure, but, on the contrary, pray they may not be feparated from the old county.
It is a well known fact, that the adoption of

at prefent

it

hafty and indigefted plans for the divifion of counties have caufed great uneafinefs to the people, and confumed much of the time of the General Af-

Thefe circumftances have induced your committee to be of opinion, that whenever application is made to this Houfe for leave to divide a
county, that fuch application ought to be accompanied with a draft of the
lines, place for the leat of juftice, and proofs of approbation from the people

fembly.

new county
be the cafe in the prefent inftance, the committee
are induced to offer the following refolution, viz.
Rejbhed, That the prayer of the petition of a number of the inhabitants
of York county, in favour of the divifion of faid county, ought not to be
granted, and that they have leave to withdraw their petition.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 27th, on the letter from the Comp-

generally, and particularly thole near and within the line of the

As

this does not appear to

troller-General,

made

report,

which was

read, as follows, viz.

The committee, to whom was referred the Comptroller-General's letter of
the 27th of February, 1790, fuggefting the propriety of cancelling and deftroying all certificates which have been redeemed by the fales of lands, lots,
&c. the property of the ftate, and alfo new-loan debt, which have been redeemed by exchanging for them the continental certificates, report
That in their opinion it would be very improper to deftroy any part of
thefe certificates, which may not only be found ufeful as evidence of debt,
but may lead to the detection of frauds. It appears extremely proper that the
certificates alluded to, as well as all others which fhall hereafter be redeemed as aforefaid, mould be cancelled, in a way that will effectually prevent impofition, yet preferve them fo entire, that reference to them for the purpofes
aforefaid may at all times be had. The following refolution is therefore fubmitted, viz.
Refoived, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, directing the
Comptroller-General to cancel all the ftate certificates which have been redeemed by the ftate lands, or otherwife, by preparing a punch that fhall cut
each certificate in the middle, in the form of a crofs, without taking part of
the certificate out; and that the Comptroller-General be directed to deliver
the faid certificates, fo cancelled, to the Regifter-General, who fhall be required to receive the fame, and prepare books of coarfe paper, for the purpofe of patting the faid certificates in numerical order; that is, each certifi-

proper number, leaving as much thereof fre%, as will difcover the indorfement of intereft paid thereon, in order that reference may
be had to faid certificates when occalion may require.
cate oppofite to

its

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 12th, on the petition of Francis
White, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.

U

u

The

[

The

committee, to

whom

1

6*

]

was referred the

petition of Francis White*

report

would be contrary

of found powhere the exifting laws would
licy, for the legiflature to
afford fufficient relief to the perfon applying, if he really was a meritorious
This being the cafe of Francis White, the following refolution is
object
fubmitted, viz.
Refolved, That Francis White have leave to withdraw his petition.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The report on the petition of John Lytle, John Webb and William Murray, read yefterday, was read the fecond time : Whereupon
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, empowering the Supreme Executive Council to order the AttorneyGeneral to ftay any further proceedings againft the petitioners, John Lytle,
years.
John Webb and William Murray, for
Ordered, That Mr. Britton, Mr. Maclay and Mr. Vaux be a committee,
to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The report on the petition of Leonard Young, read March 3d, was read
Whereupon
the fecond time
Refolved, That the prayer of Leonard Young, as fet forth in his petition,
ought not to be granted, and that he have leave to withdraw his petition.
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of Wejlmoreland county, read
yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Gurney, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Harris,

That

in their

opinion

it

to every principle

interfere in cafes

:

:

to report thereon.

The report on the petition of Laughlin M'Cartney and others, read yefterWhereupon
day, was read the fecond time
committee
be
appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
Refolved, That a
into a law, empowering and requiring the Comptroller-General to fettle and
:

who

furnifhed neceffary fupplies to the
Magiftrates of Northumberland county in 1775, in their attempt to enforce
the execution of the laws at Wyoming, and to empower the Prefident or VicePrefident in Council to draw orders in favour of thofe perfons, whofe claims
adjuft the claims of thofe perfons,

by the Comptroller-General to be juft and equitable.
Ordered, That Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Maclay be a committee,
to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The motion made by Mr. Gurney, feconded by Mr. Dering, March 3d,
was read the fecond time Whereupon
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacled
into a law, authorifing the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council to appoint commifnoners to fell the public lot or lots, together with the barracks
erected thereon, in the borough of Lancajier, at public auction, and to appropriate fo much of the monies arifing therefrom, as may be neceffary to
put a new roof upon the powder magazine in faid borough ; the balance, or
remainder, of the monies to be paid into the ftate treafury, and applied to the
are admitted

:

ufe of the

commonwealth.

Ordered, That Mr. Gurney, Mr. Dering and Mr. Miley be a committee, to
bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The bill, entituled " An Acl to incorporate the Prefbyterian Congregation
" of Eaft-Conococheague, in the county of Franklin," was read the fecond
time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered,
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I
Ordered,

That

it

]

be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

lished for confideration.

The committee

A

appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled "
"further Supplement to the aft of Affembly, entituled " An Adt for the relief
" of inforvent debtors within the province of Pennfyhania," which was read

the

firft

time, and

Ordered

The

to lie

on the table.
" An Aft declaring the

entituled

bill,

affent of this State to certain
amendments to the conftitution of the United States," was read the fecond
time, and conlidered by paragraphs.
tl

Ordered, That it be tranfcribed fora third reading, and forthwith publifhed for confideration.

The

following bills having been brought in engrofled, were feverally compared at the table, ena&ed into laws, and the Speaker dire&ed to lign the
fame; viz.

An
An

ACT
ACT

relating to the fecurities to be given by Sheriffs and Coroners.
to fujpend, for a limited time, fo fnuch of the act of AJfembly to
regulate the fifoery in the rivers Codorus and Conewago, in York county, as
relates to the

erebhng of platforms

Adjourned

until ten o'-clock

Saturday

',

The Houfe met

A

to the

dams therein mentioned.

to-morrow, A.

March

6,

M.

1790.

A.

M.

purfuant to adjournment,

from a majority of the corporation for the relief of the widows
and children of Clergymen of the Protectant Epifcopal Church in the United States of America was read, fetting forth, that the good and charitable
purpofes for which the faid corporation was inftituted are in danger of being defeated, and the funds annihilated, by reafon of a claufe in their charter, which requires a majority of the whole members for the time being at
any annual or other meeting, in order to the making, altering or amending
petition

any fundamental law or regulation ; therefore praying leave to bring in a
bill, for the purpofe of altering and amending their faid charter; and on
motion, and by lpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the prayer thereof be granted.
petition from 108 freeholders and taxable inhabitants of Reading townfhip, in the county of York, was read, remonftrating againft a divifion of

A

faid county.

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

The report on the petition of Peter Heifer, read March 3d, was read the
fecond time, and the following refolution, reported by the committee, being under confideration, viz.
Refolved, That the prayer of the petition of Peter Heifer ought not to
be granted, and that he have leave to withdraw his petition.
A motion was made by Mr. Balliot, feconded by Mr. Mar/hall,
To poftpone the confideration of the faid refolution, in order to introduce the following in lieu thereof, viz.
Rejolved, That the State Treafurer be, and he is hereby authorifed and difedted to pay unto Peter Heifer the amount of the order drawn in his favour
by

17°

[

]

out of the monies arifing from the funding
tax in the city of Philadelphia, and that a like fum be refunded out of the
firft money arifing from the militia fines.
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the pojlponement, for the pur-

by the Prefident

Council,

in

—

"

poj'e

aforefaidT'

was carried in the negative.
A motion was then made by Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Balliot,
To re-commit the faid report.
Which was carried in the negative, and the refolution, as reported by the
committee, recurring, the fame was adopted.
The report on the letter from the Comptroller-General, read yefterday,
was read the fecond time Whereupon
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, directing
the Comptroller-General to cancel all the ftate certificates which have been
redeemed by the ftate lands, or otherwife, by preparing a punch that fhall
cut each certificate in the middle, in the form of a crofs, without taking
part of the certificate out; and that the Comptroller-General be directed
It

:

to

deliver the faid certificates, fo cancelled,

to the Regifler-General,

who

and prepare books of coarfe paper
for the purpofe of parting the faid certificates in numerical order ; that
is, each certificate oppofite to its proper number, leaving as much thereof free, as will difcover the indorfement of intereft paid thereon, in order
that reference may be had to faid certificates when occafion may require.
Ordered, That Mr. Gurney, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. Hoge be a committee,
to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution..
A motion was made by Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Gurney, and adoptmail be required to receive the fame,

ed, as follows, viz.

committee be appointed, to take into their confideration
the prefent ftate of the funds arifing from militia fines in the feveral counties
in this ftate, and to confer with the Supreme Executive Council relative to
the manner in which the act, entituled " An Acl to ejlablifo a Board of Ap" peal within the feveral counties of this flat e, and to grant exonerations in
Refolved,

That

a

f

has been carried into execution.
of militia fines
Mr. M'Dowell and Mr. John/Ion be a comGurney,
Mr.
That
Ordered,
mittee, for the purpofes contained in the foregoing refolution.
On motion of Mr. Ryerfon, feconded by Mr. Rawle,
Refolved, That the refolution which parted this Affembly on the 23d day
of February laft, on the fubjecT: of a defence for the weftern frontiers of this
*'

cafes

ftate,

be,

and the fame

"

is

hereby refcinded.

An

Acl

An

Abl

provide for the more effectual relief of the
children of the officers and privates of the militia, who have lojl
««
their lives in the fer vice of their country," was read the fecond time, and
confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

The

bill, entituled

to

" widows and

lifhed for confideration.

"

provide for the fafety of the records of the
feveral counties in this commonwealth, and for other purpofes therein mentioned," was read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

The

"
"

bill,

entituled

to

lished for confideration.

The

C
The
'*'
et

entituled

bill,
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" An Aft for

]
James Rowan,
and for other purpofes
was compared at the

fettling the accounts of

late Collector of taxes in the county of Philadelphia,
therein mentioned," having been brought in engroffed,

enacted into a law, and the Speaker directed to fign the fame.
until three o'clock on Monday next, P. M.

table,

Adjourned

Monday, March

8,

1790.

P.

M.

The Houfe met

A

purfuant to adjournment.
a number of the inhabitants of the county of Bedford
praying they may be exonerated from the payment of militia

petition

was read,

from

fines.

Ordered to lie on the table.
A memorial from divers inhabitants of the county of Cumberland was
read, fetting forth, that they have fubfcribed a fum of money for promoting the manufacture of cotton within the faid county, and praying the aid
of the Legiflature in the profecution of their defign, by directing the State
Treafurer to fubfcribe for twenty ihares, on account of the commonwealth.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from divers inhabitants of the borough of Chejler was read,
praying leave to bring in a bill, for the purpofe of enabling them to regulate the internal police of the faid borough.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The report on the petition of the inhabitants of Wajlnngton, Turbutt and
Derry townihips, in the county of Northumberland, read February 24th laft,
was read the fecond time Whereupon
On motion of Mr. Balliot, feconded by Mr. Schmyfer,
Ordered, That it be re-committed, and that Mr. Clemfon and Mr. Clingan
be added to the committee.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" ASl for the relief of John Lytle, John Webb and William Murray," which
was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The Houie refumed the confideration of the bill, entituled " An A3
"for further enlarging the time limited by the acl, entituled " An Act for
" facilitating the redemption of the bills of credit emitted in the year one
" thoufand feven hundred and eighty-one, and for redeeming pai t of the
" funded debt of this ftate, for extending the time for patenting lands
'* which were located before the declaration of independency, and for giv" ing a right of pre-emption to actual fettlers for procuring warrants for
*' the lands by them occupied," and having confidered the lame by para:

graphs,
Ordered, That

it

be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

lished for confideration.

The

bill,

" fembly

" An Additional Supplement to the feveral aSls of Afpublic auctions and auctioneers," was read the fecond time,

entituled

refpe Sling

and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered,

limed

That

it

be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

for confideration.

X

x

The

I

[

The

"

An Acl

**

An

72

]

to incorporate the Carpenters Company of
" Philadelphia," was read the iecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

entituled

bill,

lished for coniideration.

The

bill,

entituled

Atl

to

alter the place

of holding

elections in the

" Jecond di/lricl of Waihington county," having been brought in engroffed,
was compared at the table, enacted into a law, and the Speaker directed to
iign the fame.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

'Tuefday^

to-morrow, A.

March

9,

1790.

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
The committee, to whom were referred the
the inhabitants of the townihips of

M.

A. M.

petitions

from

Thombury and Birmingham,

a

number of

in the

county

of Delaware, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom were referred, November 25th and March 2d,
the petitions of a number of the inhabitants of Thornbury and Birmingham
townihips, in the county of Delaware, reportThat they have taken the fubject matter of laid petitions into their ferrous
confideration, and are of opinion, that although it would contribute more to
the eafe and convenience of the petitioners if they were re-annexed to Chejler county, yet, in as much as it would confiderably diminifh the county of
Delaware, which is at prefent very fmall, when compared with the county of
Chefter, and it is fcarcely to be expected that any divifion that could take
They therefore
place would be likely to fuit the local circumftances of all
offer the following reiolution, viz.
r
Refolved, That the petitioners from the townihips of Thornbury and Birmingham, in the county of Delaware, have leave to withdraw their petitions.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed March 5th, on the petition of a number of the
inhabitants of the county of Wejhnoreland, made report, which was read;
and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time,
:

and adopted, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of the inhabitants of
Wefimoreland county, report
That the exciie railed upon fpirituous liquors being appropriated for the
difcharge of the intereft due on the depreciation of pay of our late army,
and as no other fund has yet been affigned for the aforefaid purpofe, it would
be altogether improper to take away or lelfen it, until laid debt is alfumed by
The hint given reflecting the exciie officer is of too
the United States.
be neglected, and, with others of a limilar nature, apto
importance
much
Impreifed with
pears to require the immediate attention of the Executive
thefe ideas, the committee are induced to fubmit the following refolution,
:

viz.
Refolved,

That the

petition of the inhabitants of Wefimoreland county be

tranfmitted to the Preiident and

mation,
their

who

power

are

particularly

Supreme Executive Council,

for their infor-

requefted to take the moil effectual means in

compel all delinquent excife officers to pay into the State
monies due for exciie, whether in the hands of faid officers, or

to

Treafury all
of individuals.

The

[

The committee
James

Piddle,

The committee,
James

Biddle,

That

appointed

Efquire,
to

'73

March

made

whom

iff,

J
on the memorial and petition of

which was read, as follows, viz.
was referred the memorial and petition

report,

of

Efquire, report

opinion the tax impofed by the act of Affembly, palled in
the year 1783, upon the original and judicial procefs iffued out of the office of the Prothonotary of the county Court of Common Pleas for the
county of Philadelphia, has, from a variety of circumftances, not only become lefs productive than it was expected to have been, but alfo to a certain
degree opprefiive upon the officer fubjected to it.
The divifion of Philadelphia county, and the vetting original jurifdidtion within the remaining part
of that county in the Supreme Court, with other caufes, have reduced the
profits of that officer far below a competent provilion for the difficult and
profeffional duties of the office: The committee fubmit the following refotheir

in

lution, viz.

That

committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to repeal fo
" An A5i for raijing and collecting of money on the
" J'pecified articles therein mentioned for the Jupport of government, and for
" -other purpojes therein mentioned," paffed the twenty-firft day of March,
1783, as lays a tax of five flnllings and feven-pence upon original procefs iffuing out of the county Court of Common Pleas for the county of PhilaRe/blvedy

much

of the

act,

a

entituled

delphia.

Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to the chair a bill, entituled
" An ASl for altering a certain claufe in the charter of the corporation for the
'* relief
of the widows and children of Clergymen of the Protejlant Epifcopal
" Church in the United States of America," which was read the firft time,
and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" A51 for compenfating Laughlin M'Cartney, and others therein mentioned,
" for fupplies by them fumi/hed the civil officers of Northumberland county in
" the year one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-five," which was read the
firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of divers inhabitants of the county of Cumberland, read
yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Downing, Mr. Kennedy and Mr.
Wright, to report thereon.
The petition of William

Tillyer,

read

March

5th,

was read the fecond

time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Rawle, Mr. Paul and Mr. Hoge, to
report thereon.
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of the borough of Chejler,
read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the prayer thereof be granted.
The report on the petition of Martha Flower, read March 5th, was read
the fecond time.
And on the queftion,

" tion?"

—

—"

Will the Houfe agree

to

the following refolu-

viz.
Refolved,

[-a
174

That

J

committee be appointed to bring

in a bill, to be enacted into a law, for the purpofe of extending to Martha Flower, widow of
Colonel Benjamin Flower, the fame relief as in and by an act, entituled
" An Aft for the more effeftual Jupply and honorable reward of the Pennfyl" vania troops, in the frvice of the United States of America," is extended
to the widows of military officers therein mentioned.

Refolved,

It

was carried

a

in the negative.

A

"
Supplement to the aft, entituled " An Ad for
of the county of Cumberland into a new counpart
fouth-weft
erecting the
ty," was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
law.

The

entituled

bill,

"
"

The Houfe refumed

the confideration of the

bill,

entituled

" An Aft

to

" authorife and direft the Supreme Executive Council to appoint CommiJJioners
" to audit and Jettle the accounts between Bedford and Huntingdon counties,
*' and
for other purpofes therein mentioned," as reported by the committee

March 4th

and having fully confidered the fame by paragraphs,
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
;

law.

The
"
"

"

An

horfes, cattle and Jheep, and
large;
aljo to repeal an aft, entituled " An
to prevent Jlone- horfes running at
Act to improve the breed of horfes, and to regulate Rangers," was read

entituled

bill,

Aft concerning flray

the third time.
And on the queftion, " Will the Hovfe confider the fame by paragraphs?"
It was carried in the negative.
The bill, entituled " An Aft declaring the affent of this State to certain
«< amendments to the conjlitution
of the United States," was read the third time,

—

and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered,
law.

That

be engroffed,

it

for the purpofe of being enacted into a

On

motion of Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,
That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to compel the
Collectors of excife duties, and other revenues due to this ftate, to give adequate fecurity for the performance of their refpective trufts.
Ordered, 1 hat Mr. Rawle, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Hoge be a committee, to
bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
Refolved,

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

Wednefday^

to-morrow, A.

March

10,

M.

1790. A.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.
were read,
357 inhabitants of the county of Dauphin
and
county,
feparate
erecfed
into
a
be
may
praying part of the laid county
fpeby
and
motion,
the feat of juftice fixed at the town of Lebanon; and on
cial order, the fame were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Dering, Mr. Schmyfer, Mr. Hoge,

The Houfe met
Petitions from

Mr. White and Mr.

Riley,

to report thereon.

the inhabitants of Beaver-dam townfhip, in
the county of Northumberland, was read, praying they may be annexed to
be run lb as to crofs MiddleMifflin county, and that the line or lines may
Creek

A

petition

from

a

number of

C

'75

]

•Creek valley four miles, or at leaft one mile, below the Beaver-dams, in laid
valley; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond
time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Miller, Mr. Kennedy,
Mr. Ealer, Mr. Faux, Mr. Gore and Mr. Harris, to report thereon.
A letter from three of the Truftees appointed by the act, entituled " An
" Act Jor erecting certain parts of Cumberland and Northumberland counties
" into a feparate county ," to fix upon and eftablifh the place for holding the
courts of juftice within the county of Mifflin, was read, fetting forth, that
fome of the Commiflioners appointed as aforefaid have neglected to perform
the duties enjoined them, and fuggefting the propriety of appointing at leaft
one Truftee in addition to thole already appointed; and on motion, and by
fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Chapman, Mr. Cunningham, Mr. CarJon,

A

Mr. Harris and Mr. Lloyd, to report thereon.
petition from William Mackey was read, ftating,

that in the year 1775
county of Northumberland, for the purpofe of enforcing a due execution of the laws of Pe?in/ylvania at Wyoming, and praying payment thereof.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of the county of Bedford,
read March 8th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Upp, Mr. Hujband and Mr. Rhea, to

he furnithed certain fupplies

to the Juftices of the

report thereon.

The petitions of the Juftices of the Court of Common Pleas for the
county of Chejler, and of the Grand Inqueft for the faid county, read March
2d and 4th, were feverally read the fecond time.
Whereupon
Ordered, That the coniideration thereof be poftponed
Mr. 'Thomas, in his place, read a bill, entituled " An A£i for the better
" regulation and Jupport of the poor of Chefter county," and, leave having
been obtained for that purpofe, prefented the fame to the chair, when it was
read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
further Supplement to the aSl of AJfembly, entiThe bill, entituled "
" tuled " An Act for the relief of insolvent debtors within the province
" of Pennfylvania" was read the fecond time, and confidered by para:

A

graphs.
Ordered,

That

it

be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

lished for confideration.

The Houfe refumed

the coniideration of the report on the petition of
Nathaniel Hurjl and others, poftponed February 20th, and the following
relblution being under confideration, viz.
Rejolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill to give further

time to Nathaniel Hurjl and the other petitioners, for the purpofe of registering of fuch Negroe and Mulatto children as they are poffeffed of, who have
been born lince the firft day of March, 1780.
A motion was made by Mr. Raivle, feconded by Mr. Gurney,
To poftpone the confideration of the faid refolution, in order to fubftitute
the following in lieu thereof, viz.
Whereas by the act, entituled " An Aft for the gradual abolition of Jla'**
very," palled the firft day of March, 1780, and by the Supplement there-

Y

y

to,

r
L
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patted the twenty-ninth day of March, 1788, and the other exifting
laws of this ftate, the Overfeers of the Poor of the refpedtive townfhips are
invefted with powers of binding out Negroe children, who have acquired
their freedom, to the age of twenty-one years, or who, if Haves, have been
abandoned by their owners, to the age of twenty-eight years And whereas
this Houfe has no power to recall the right of freedom, when, from a noncompliance with the law, or other caufes, it is once vefted Therefore
Refolved, That Nathaniel Hurji, and the other inhabitants of Wejlmoreland
county, praying further time to regifter their infant Negro^, have leave to
to,

:

:

withdraw

On

their petition.

the queftion,

—"

Will the Houfe agree

to the

pojlponement f"

was carried in the affirmative.
A motion was then made by Mr. Boys, feconded by Mr. Finley,
To poftpone the confideration of the motion made by Mr. Rawle, and
feconded by Mr. Gurney.
Which was carried in the negative Whereupon
On the queffion, " Will the Houfe adopt the fubjlitute moved by Mr.
" Rawle, and feconded by Mr. Gurney?"
It was carried in the affirmative.
The report on the petition of the Paftor and Truftees of the German reIt

—

ligious fociety of

Philadelphia, read

:

Roman
March

Catholics of the Holy Trinity church, in the city of
3d, was read the fecond time.

And

the following reiblution being under confideration, viz.
That the corporation of the Paftor and Truftees of the German
religious fociety of Roman Catholics in the city of Philadelphia have leave
Refolved,

to bring in a bill, for the purpofe of being enacled into a law, verting in
acres of land, out of any of the unapprothe laid corporation
priated lands of the ftate; and that the faid corporation infert a claufe in the
bill,

obliging

them to

from the enacling

On

fettle

thereof.

—"

the lands therein granted within three years

—

the Yeas and Nays
Will the Houfe adopt the fame?"
being called by Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Balliot, were as follow, viz.
the queftion,

YEAS.

7
21

1
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NAYS..
9 John Miller,
I o
Jofeph Reed,
II John Stewart,
1

Thomas Kennedy,

13

S.,

David

24 James Finley,
25 James Johnjion,
26 Jc-6« #,6ctf,
27 Jacob Reiff,
28 Jonathan Roberts*,
29 Benjamin Markley,
30 James Vaux,

Mitchell,

14 Jonathan Hoge,
15 Anthony Lerch, jun.
16 John Moore,
Herman Hufband,
1

3

i% John IV/.nte,
\g John Baird,
20 Jrfw^ £arr,

D^/^ Stewart,

$2 John Nevil,
John Harris,

^

34 £fo^

Alexander Wright,

2

NAY

23 John Gilchreejl,

Z,/oy</,

35 Richard Riley.

22 Thomas Ryerfon,
So

it

The

was carried
bill,

in the negative.

"

entituled

^«

^f#

/o

/>r<?w'</(?

jfor /£*

w^

effeSlual relief

of the

" widows and children of the officers and privates of the militia, who have lojl
" their lives in the fervice of their country," was read the third time, and
confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engrofled, for the purpofe of being ena&ed into a
law.
The bill, entituled " An ASl declaring the affent of this State to certain

" amendments

to the conftitution of the United States," having been brought
in engrofled, was compared at the table, enacled into a law, and the Speaker
directed to fign the fame
Whereupon,
:

On

motion of Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Boys,

That an exemplification of the ad:, entituled " An ASl declaring
the affent of this fate to certain amendments to the conftitution of the United
States," under the feal of this ftate, and figned by the Speaker of this

Refolved,

"
"

Houfe, be tranfmitted to the Congrefs of the United
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

'Thurfday,

March

11,

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
The committee appointed for the purpofe

States.

1790.
reported a

A. M.
bill,

entituled

•'

An

" ASl appropriating a Jittn of money for building and finifhing a court -houfe
" and prifon for the county of Dauphin," which was read the firft time, and
on the table.
appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
-' A£l to authorife the
ale of the barracks in the borough o/Lancafter," which
was read the firft time, and

Ordered

to lie

The committee

f

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed on the petition of a number of the inhabitant?
of Fannet townfhip, in the county of Franklin, made report, which was
read,

as follows,

viz.

The committee,

to

whom

was referred the petition of

a

number of

the

inhabitants of Fannet townfhip, in Franklin county, report

That

C
That
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appears to your committee that the petitioners are in fimilar iituation with numbers of the citizens of Pennfylvania, who have the fame
right to pray for an exoneration, and your committee think it would be imit

politic at this time to grant exonerations,

when

the treafury of the ftate
empty Therefore fubmit the following refolution, viz.
Rejohed, That the petitioners have leave to withdraw their petition.

is

:

Ordered

on the table.
The petition of William Mackey, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Chapman, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Mac/ay,
to lie

to report thereon.

" An AB for the relief of John Lytle, John Webb
" and William Murray," was read the fecond time, and confidered by para-

The

bill,

entituled

graphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith published for consideration.

The committee,

whom

were referred the feveral letters from the Regifter-General and Comptroller-General, made report, which was read, as folto

lows, viz.

committee, to whom was referred the letter from the Regifter-General, dated the 16th of February, with the three letters from the Comptroller-General of the 16th and 20th of February and 4th of March, beg

The

leave to reports

That in the profecution of their duty, they have had feveral conferences
with the Regifter-General and Comptroller-General, and have confidered
with attention the act of Aifembly paffed the 30th September, 1789, entituled "
Supplement to the aB, entituled " An Act tor the appointment
" of a Regifter-General, for the purpofe of regiftering the accounts of this

A

" commonwealth."

The

different

offices

of making, of conftruing, and of executing the

laws, being constitutionally and wifely vefted in different departments, the

cannot well be juftified in exceeding its proper limits, unlefs it
Should appear that its mandatory acts were fo ambiguous or obfcure as to
render it impoffible to carry them into execution, in which cafe only explanatory or amending laws become neceSTary.
The plain and obvious intention, as well of the act already mentioned, as
of that to which it is a fupplement, was to provide more effectually for the
interefts of the commonwealth, by fubjecting the proceedings of an officer,
in whofe hands extraordinary and unufual powers have from time to time
been vefted, to regular revision and adequate controul.
For thefe purpofes the office of Regifter-General was inftituted, and the
relative duties- of the Comptroller-General and Regifter-General were defined, in terms of fuch accuracy and precifion, as to leave the committee at
a lols to difcover in the law the difficulties which have fince impeded its
legislature

operation.
If the accounts only, as Stated by the Comptroller-General, without the
evidence upon which they are founded, are to be fubmit ted to the RegifterGeneral, it is evident, that, inftead of ferving to detect error or fraud, it
would contribute to conceal both, the ian&ion derived from the fignature of
the Regifter-General would preclude farther enquiry, and the ftate would be
more liable to lots or imposition, as it had taken more pains to guard againft
Upon the fame principles the Regifter-General would ceafe to be
them.
anfwerable

l

C
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anftverable for his condudt.
Confined to the duty of transcribing an account, and examining its calculations, he would be little more than a public

and without materials to enable him to judge if it was right, he
would be refponlible to no one if it was found by others to be wrong.
Hence the neceffity of fubmitting, with the' accounts of certificates
exchanged, which the latter officer is diredted to regifter, the certificates

clerk,

themfelves appears to the committee too obvious to require farther illuftration.

Conceiving, therefore, that no

legiilative interference is neceffary in the

prefent inftance,

that it is the office of the Supreme Executive Council to
enforce, and the duty of the officers of the fiate to obey the laws, the com-

mittee fubmit to the Houfe the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That the Preiident and
to take care that the aft, entituled

" Adt
"

for the

Supreme Executive Council be requefted
" A Supplement to the aft, entituled " An

appointment of a Regifier-General, for the purpofe of re-

giftering the accounts of this

commonwealth," be

faithfully executed.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The report on the memorial and petition of James Biddle, Efquire, read
March 9th, was read the fecond time Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Boys, ieconded by Mr. Mac/ay,
:

Ordered, That the confideration thereof be poftponed.
bill, entituled " An Aft to provide for the fafety of the records of the
" fever al counties in this commonwealth, and for other purpofes therein men** tioned," was read the third time, and considered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroiTed, for the purpofe of being enadted into a
law.

The

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

Friday

',

The Houfe met

A

to-morrow, A.

March

M.

1790,

12,

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from the Redtor, Church-wardens and Veftrymen of the Proteftant Epifcopal Church of St. fames, in the borough of Brijlol, and county of Bucks, was read, praying the congregation may be incorporated; and
on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the prayer thereof be granted.
A petition from Frederick Dorfch was read, fetting forth, that he was
entrufted by a certain John Kepple with a certificate of the new-loan of
this commonwealth, iflued in the name of George Ilgner, for the purpofe
that by fome
of receiving the intereft due thereon from the ftate treafury
unforefeen accident the fame, with other papers, was confumed by fire; and
petition

;

authorifing the Comptroller-General to iflue
a new certificate in lieu of the one which has been fo deftroyed.
Ordered to lie on the table.
petition from William Cook was read, fetting forth, that in the year

praying leave to bring

in a bill,

A

775, when Sheriff of the county of Northumberland, he was commanded
by the Magistrates of the faid county to take into cuftody and convey, under a proper guard, to the gaol of the county of Philadelphia, the leaders of
certain Connecticut Claimants, who had attempted to extend their fettlements
1

Z

z

to
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branch of the river Sufquehanna, whick
no compenlation therefor ; and praying
received
and
iervice he performed,
this Houfe to direct payment to be made him for the fervices rendered as

vto Frcelands

mills, near the weft

aforefaid.

Ordered to lie on the table.
letter from David Rittenhoufe, Efquire,

A

Treafurer of the ftate, was
Aims of paper money
four
and
pounds
of the laft emilhundred
for burning, one thoufand one
fijtythree thoufand dollars of June 1780, received in the Loan-Office;
lion
two thoufand feven hundred and thirty-feven dollars of Treafury notes,
which have never been iffued, but ought to be burnt j fioe thoufand three
late

that he has prepared the following

read, fetting forth,

;

hundred and twenty-three founds of refolve and commonwealth money; and
and on motion, and by ipecial order, the faid
a few bills of illand money
Whereupon
letter was read the fecond time
Refohed, That faid letter be referred to the committee of accounts, and
that they be and hereby are authorifed and directed to count, burn and deftroy the feveral fums of money fpecified in the faid letter.
The committee appointed November 6th laft, on the petition of Eleazer
Ofwald, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee on the petition of Eleazer Ofwald, reprefenting that he is
guardian to Jane Jones, Blathwaite Jones, Mary Jones and Gibbs Jones, minors ; that laid minors, as heirs at law to their grand-mother Jane Jones,
decealed, are entitled to one undivided fixth part of. a meffuage and lot of
ground in the city of Philadelphia; that by reafon of the non-age of faid
minors, the faid one fixth part of faid lot cannot be fold, and in its prefent ftate affords no fubhftence for faid minors, who have no means of fupport ; and praying, in behalf of faid minors, for a bill to be paffed, authorifing him to fell and difpofe of the fame for the benefit of the faid
minors, are of opinon that the prayer of the petitioner, in behalf of faid
minors, is reafonable and juft, and therefore offer the following refolu;

:

tion, viz.

committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to authorife
the faid Eleazer Ofwald to fell and difpofe of one fixth part of faid lot of
ground, for the fupport and maintenance of faid minors.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
M Aft in javour of Robert Thorn," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
Aft to provide for the eleftion of Reprejentatives of this fate in the Congrefs
" of the United States," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 19th laft, to enquire and report the
Rejolved,

'

That

a

'

reaibns

why

the public

agreeably to law,

made

accounts have not been furnilhed to this Houfe,
report,

which was

read, as follows, viz.

appointed to enquire why the public accounts have not
Houfe, agreeably to law, beg leave to report
been
That it appeared to the committee, that the delay in the exhibition of
the public accounts, agreeably to law, at the commencement of the laft
feffipn of the Houfe, proceeded partly from the numerous and difficult burthens which the legifiature has, from time to time, impofed upon the office
of

The committee

furnilhed to this

of the Comptroller-General, beyond his ability to execute, and partly from
a want of regularity and arrangement in the tranfaction of his buiinefs.
The perpetual accumulation of duty upon duty, and power upun power,
which has accompanied this office ever iince its inftitution, has encreafed it
to a magnitude, of which the public feem fcarcely aware, at the expence ot
that order, limplicity and ceconomy, particularly neceffary in the management of the revenues of a republic.
To enumerate the titles only of the different acts of Affembly which have
inverted this officer with new powers, or enlarged thole he poffeffed before,
would confume more time than could be juftified by propriety. It will be
fufficierrt to remark, that betides the numerous and various demands brought
by individuals againft the ftate, including as well thofe proceeding from
the incidents of the late war which (till remain unfettled, as thofe which
are repeatedly occurring in the daily tranfactions of the ftate, this officer is
required by law to fettle, at (rated periods, the accounts of the perfons employed in collecting almoft every fpecies of public revenue, and until he (hall
find leifure to effect fuch fettlement, even the powers of the Supreme Executive Council are retrained.
Upon the fame officer is devolved the laborious employment of effecting
.the exchange of continental and new loan certificates, with which are neceffarily connected the receipt and payment of indents.
The more arduous and important talk of preparing and (fating the account between this (late and the United States, in which the intereft of
An obPennjylvania is fo deeply involved, is alfo committed to his charge.
ject of this magnitude would have juftified the appointment ot a commiffioner, for the exclufive purpoies of fettling the individual accounts, upon
which this muft depend, and afterwards of bringing forward the general
accounts, in fuch a manner as would be mod likely to do juftice to the
ftate.

In another inftance the legifiature appears to have been equally profufe of
its confidence, though the committee cannot difcover the connection it has
with the nature of the office.
All the certificates received in payment at the Land Office are directed to
be delivered to the Comptroller- General, who, altho' thus poffeffed of the
of the ftate to a great amount, gives no fecurity for the fafe keeping of the property he receives, while the Treafurer, in whqfe hands alone it
can with propriety be placed, is bound, with two or more fureties, in the
fum of thirty thou/and pounds, altho' the fourth part of that fum is feldom

treafure

in his poffeffion at

one time.

farther in this detail, the committee beg leave to obthe impracticable and unwieldy duties of the office,
from
ferve, that whether
or from a want of clearnefs and method in ftating and keeping the public accounts, the whole bufinefs is greatly in arrear.
The account between this ftate and the United States, although ("even years
No entries have been
have been employed upon it, is not yet compleated.
made in his general books of any tranfactions fince February 1786, and the
numerous accounts depending .between the ftate and individuals, which are
to the officer,
filed in his office, and which, in cafe of accident happening
would be almoft the only evidence of the tranfaction, would, from their unNotwithftanding the acts of the 28th
settled ftate, only ferve to miflead.
furnifhed the Regifter-General with
has
March and 30th September, 1789, he
no

Without proceeding

C
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of the balances due at the firft mentioned period.
The regular lettlement with officers employed in collecting the revenues is in
Since the 28th of March, the accounts of only fix collectequal diforder.
ors ot e,.cile and five county treafurers, of ten prothonotaries and clerks of
quarter feffiuns collecting fines and forfeitures, marriage and tavern licences,
of four of the prothonotaries liable to pay taxes upon legal procefs, and of
five county lieutenants, have been fettled.
Some of thefe officers, who have not fettled, have however made payments
on account fince the period referred to ; but the manner in which many of
thote payments have been made ftrongly evinces the neceffity of thorough
and immediate reformation. Inftead of bringing money, they have produced
receipts or certificates of their having already paid away the fum for which
they demand credit to perfons drawing intereft from the ftate ; thus preferring
their friends and favorites, while the fuffering creditor, who relies upon the
fixty

general treafury, is unjuftly poftponed. And thefe preferences are frequently
given out of funds fpecifically appropriated to other demands.

The only effectual means which have occurred to the committee of remedying thefe evils is, to veft the management of the whole productive part of
the revenue in the Treafurer of the Hate, fubject to proper examination and
controul.
Regularity, vigour and ceconomy, appear to the committee to be
the obvious confequences of this meafure, if adopted.
The examination of the evidence of demands brought apainft the ftate,
and the preparation and itatement of accounts, requiring more time and
trouble than the revilion of them afterwards, the committee apprehend that
it would promote the completion of the unfinifhed bufinefs in the hands of
the Comptroller- General, if the accounts hereafter occurring were fubmitted,
in the firft inttance, to the Regifter-General, to be afterwards laid before the
Comptroller-General, for his infpection and approbation.
By thefe meafures the time of the latter officer may be applied, with little
interruption, to the difcharge of that long arrearage of official dutv, fo
pernicious to the commonwealth; the accounts in which it is interefted
may in time be fettled; the annual requifition for a ftate of our finances be
eafily complied with
and it may not again be neceffary to appoint a com"
mittee, to enquire
why the public accounts have not been furnifhed,
*' agreeably to law."
;

A

Ordered to lie on the table.
motion was made by Mr. Raw/e, feconded by Mr. Thomas,

as fol-

lows, viz.

That

neceffary to introduce greater regularity, vigour and
ceconomy, in the collection of the public revenues.
That for this purpofe,
Refolved,

it

is

the fettlement of the accounts of the collectors of excife, county treafurers,
prothonotaries, and clerks of courts of quarter feffions collecting fines and

monies paid for marriage and tavern licences and taxes upon writs,
the receiver-general, and the auctioneers of the city of Philadelphia, the diftrict of Southward, and townfhip of the Northern-Liberties, and alfo the accounts of fees received by the fecretary of Council and officers of the landforfeitures,

ought to be vefted in the treafurer of the ftate, fubject to proper examination and controul.
Refolved, That the receipt of the intereft and the remaining part of the
principal of the monies loaned by the ftate to its citizens ought to be effected with lefs circuity and expence; for which purpofe, the powers now verted
office,

in

[
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in the officers of the loan-office ought to be transferred to the treafurer of
the ftate.

That the

Refolved,

between the United
ther delay, and that

intereft

of the

and

States

commonwealth requires that the account
mould be compleated without fur-

this ftate

all accounts depending between this ftate and individuals, or bodies politic (other than the United States) fhould be fettled and
adjufted to the 28th day of March, 1789; for which purpofe, it is nece%ry

to inveft the Regifter-General with the power of ftating and adjufting all accounts hereafter occurring between the ftate and individuals, or bodies politic, fubjec/r, to the revifion of the Comptroller-General, and final approbation of the Supreme Executive Council.
Refolved, That the cuftody of all certificates granted by the United States,
and received in payment for lands, or otherwife, by this ftate, except certificates received on loan by virtue of the aft palTed March ift, 1786, ought to
be vefted in the treafurer of the ftate.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, for the purpofes before mentioned.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The report on the petition of a number of the inhabitants of Fannet
townfhip, in the county of Franklin, read yefterday, was read the fecond
Whereupon
time
Refolved, That fundry inhabitants of Fannet townfhip, in Franklin county,
who have requefted an exoneration from taxes, have leave to withdraw their
:

petition.

The
"
*'

" An

AB for

altering a certain claufe in the charter of
the corporation for the relief of the widows and children of Clergymen of the
Protejlant Epijcopal church in the United States of America," was read the

entituled

bill,

fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith publifhed for confideration.

Mr. Rawle,
"

in

his place,

read a

bill,

entituled

"

An AB

to confirm

and

the titles of lands, tenements and hereditaments, held under the late
Proprietaries of Pennfylvania •" and, having obtained leave for that purpofe, prefented the fame to the chair, when it was read the firft time, and
efiablijh

"

Ordered to
•<«

"

lie

on the

table.

The Houfe refumed the
for granting the fum of
Mountain,

the Blue

And on
It

bill,

entituled

" An Aff

pounds, towards repairing a road acrofs
of Cumberland."
?"
Will the Houfe confider the fame by paragraphs

in the county

the queftion,

was carried

confideration of the

—"

in the negative.

"

f

An

Acl to author ife the ale of the barracks in the
" borough of Lancafter," was read the fecond time, and confidered by para-

The

bill,

graphs.
Ordered,

entituled

That

it

be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith publish-

ed for confideration.

The
-"
cc

bill,

entituled

" An Aft for

regulating fences,

and

directing the mode

herein after menof proceeding with trefpaffing creatures within the counties
tuned," was read the third time.
And on the queftion, " Will the Houfe confider the fame by paragraphs?"
It was carried in the negative.

—
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report on the feveral letters

J

from the Regirter-General and Comp-

troller-Genera!, read yefterday, was read the lecond time.

A motion was made. by Mr. Mac/ay,
To poftpone the confideration of the
Which was

feconded by Mr. Mitchell,
faid report.

carried in the affirmative.

Whereupon,

On

•

motion of Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Thomas,
^Ordered, That one hundred copies of the faid report, as well as of the
report of the committee appointed February 19th, to enquire and report the
reafons why the public accounts have not been furnilhed to this Houle,
agreeably to law, and of the refolutions contained in the motion made by Mr.
Raivle, feconded by Mr. Thomas, be printed, for the ufe of the members.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

Saturday,

March

13,

1790.

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
The committee appointed February 25th, on
of the public fchool

at

A.

M.

the petition of the truftees

Germantown, made report, which was

read, as fol-

lows, viz.

The committee, to whom was referred the petition of the truitees of the
public fchool at Germantown, report
That they have enquired into the fituation of the faid fchool, and the general circumfrances of the inhabitants contiguous thereto, and are of opinion,
that, from the nature of their occupations, being generally indufrrious
tradefmen, upon whole daily labour depends the fupport of thek families,
and from the populous neighbourhood of fuch families which iurround the
faid fchool, whole indultry fuffices to fupport their families, but cannot
enable them to give fufficient learning to their children, it appears to your
committee

to

may become

be a fchool, that, with a fmall affiftance from the legislature,

a beneficial nurfery of learning to a very ufeful clafs of citizens;

and as the only fund. in the gift of the legislature is land, the appropriated
60,000 acres of which cannot be properly broken in upon at this time, yet
as feveral grants have beep made for like purpofes out of the unappropriated
lands of this ftate, we conceive this fmall, but ufeful, feminary may be aided
with great propriety out of faid lands, on condition of adtual fettlements to
be made thereon within a limited time: Therefore your committee beg leave
to fubmit the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to grant
acres of the unappropriated lands of this ftate to the truitees of the public

fchool at Germantown, free of charges of furveying and other office fees, on
condition that they fettle thereon one family for every tract of 300 acres
years after the date of the grant.
thereof, within
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 20th, on the petitions for a divifion of

made

report, which was read, as follows, viz.
were referred the petitions of a number of the
inhabitants of the eaflern parts of Dauphin county, and the petition of a
number of the inhabitants of the north-weiiern part of the county of Berks,
praying for a divifion of the county of Dauphin aforefaid, beg leave to re-

the county of Dauphin,

,The committee,

to

whom

port——
That

!8 S

[

]

That it appears to your committee that the petitioners labour under many
disadvantages on account of their diftant Situation from the feat of juftice
yet, however proper your committee might deem a divifion of laid county,
they conceive the boundary lines of the prcpoSed count) extend too tar, in
-,

as

much

as the faid lines

would render the old county too

quently be injurious to the inhabitants thereof:

They

Imall, and confe-

therefore offer the fol-

lowing refolution, viz.

number of the inhabitand of the petition of a
Dauphin,
ants of the eaftern parts of the county of
number of the inhabitants of the north- weftern part of the county of Berks,
That the prayer of the

Refolved,

•cannot at this time be granted.
Ordered to lie on the table.

petitions of a

.

Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to the chair a bill, entituled
" An Acl to incorporate the Proteftant Epifeopal Congregation of St. James'j
" church, in the borough of Briftol, and comity of Bucks," which was read
the firfl time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of William Cook, read yeft erday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Ealer and Mr. M'Creight,
to report thereon.

The

petition of Frederick Dorjh,

time.
Ordered, That
report thereon.

it

read

yefterday,

was read the fecond

be referred to Mr. Erb, Mr. Reiff and Mr. Mitchell, to

appointed November 19th laft, on that part of the report
of the committee which reSpects the acl, entituled " An A£i for amending
" the penal laws of this Jlate," made report, which was read ; and on motion, and by Special order, the fame was read the fecond time, and adopted,

The committee

as follows,

viz.

The committee, to whom was referred the confideration of the acl, entituled " An Act to amend the penal laws of this jlate," report
That in the opinion of the committee it will be expedient to continue the
fyftem of punifhment contained in the adt above mentioned for a limited
time, with certain improvements, to be directed by the Legislature, in the
manner of carrying it into effect For which purpofe they fubmitthe fol:

lowing

refolutions, viz.

committee be appointed to bring in a.bill, to continue
An A5l to amend the penal laws of this jlafe," for
the act,
years, and to repeal the Supplement thereto.
Refolved, That the committee be intruded to report a fupplementary bill,
founded upon the following principles, viz.
That all offenders fentenced to hard labour be confined and employed in
folitary cells or apartments, under the infpection of keepers by day, and the
Refolved,

That

a

entituled "

That for this purpofe a fuitable number of
night
feet in heighth,
feet in depth, and
feet in width,
cells,
Philadelphia:
county
of
and
the
city
of
gaol
the
of
be conftrufted in the yard
be authofhall
counties
feveral
the
That the Courts of Quarter Seffions in
gaol, to
rised to fend perfons convicted in their refpective counties to the faid
be confined at hard labour during the time for which they fhall refpetfively
And that the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council be
rreceive fentence
guard of

a centinel

at

:

:

authorifed

C
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authorifed to draw orders on the Treafurer of the State for the fum of
to be applied towards erecting the lime, the remainder thereof
to be paid by the city and county of Philadelphia; provided the whole expence Shall not exceed the fum of
That the remaining
:

part of the gaol be divided into apartments, for the feparate confinement of
female convicts, perfons charged with mifdemeanors, vagrants and disorderly
pe.rfons, committed by the order of any Magistrate.
Rejolved,

That

the reception

ance

the work-houfe of the city of Philadelphia be fet apart for
of debtors, and of perfons committed to fecure their appear-

as witneffes,

who

and

are not charged

with any mifdemeanor or higher

offence.
Rejolved, That convicts having efcaped, or having been pardoned, and
committing offences which were liable to be capitally puniShed before enacting the faid law, mall be liable to the fame punishments as if the laid act
had not been made
That a proportionable part of the furplus, if any, from
:

the labour of fuch convicts, after deducting the expences of cloathing and
fubfiftence, lhall be laid afide for the ufe of fuch convict, to be delivered to him at the expiration of his confinement, if he has behaved himfelf
well.

Ordered, That
tee, to bring in a

On

Mr. Rawle, Mr. M'Dowell and Mr. Kennedy be
bill

conformably

a

commit-

to the foregoing refolutions.

motion,

Ordered, That Mr. Balliot have leave of abfence during the remainder of
the prefent feffion.

On

motion of Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. M'Dowell,
That the bill, entituled " An A51 to confirm and

Ordered,
*'

ties

efiabli/h

the

//"-

of lands, tenements and hereditaments, held under the late Proprietaries of
yeSterday, be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. Hoge and

" Pennfylvania," read
Mr. Maclay, to report

The

thereon.

report on the petition of Eleazer Ofwald, read yefterday, was read

the Second time

:

That
Eleazer Ofwald to
Rejolved,

tioned in his

Whereupon

committee be appointed to <i>ring in a bill, authorising
fell and difpofe of one fixth part of the lot of ground menpetition to this Houfe, for the ufe of the minors in the faid pea

named.
That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Hoge, Mr. Allijon and Mr. Roberts be a
committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
Mr. CarJon, in his place, read a bill, entituled li Ah AB to ereft the
;" and, having
" town of
in the county of Dauphin, into a borough
obtained leave for that purpofe, prefented the fame to the chair, when it was
tition

Ordered,

,

firSt time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
On motion of Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Maclay,
Ordered, That Tuefday next be affigned for refuming the confideration of
the report on the feveral letters from the Comptroller-General and RegiSlerGeneral, postponed yeSterday, as well as to take up for a Second reading the
report of the committee appointed to enquire, and rep- rt the reafons why
the public accounts have not been furniihed to this Houfe, agreeably to law,
and to consider the refolutions contained in the motion made by Mr. Rawle,
feconded by Mr. Thomas, and that thev be the order for that day.

read the

The

C
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The bill, entituled
An ASl in favour of Robert Thorn," was read the
iecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered: That it be transcribed for a third reading, and forthwith
pub'*

lished for coniideration.

Adjourned

until three o'clock

A4onday^
The Houfe met

A

on Monday next, P.

March

15,

1790.

M.

P.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from the Comptroller-General, containing certain remarks on the
fubjeft matters contained in the report on the feveral letters from the faid
Comptroller-General and Regifter-General, poftponed March 12th, as well
as in the report of the committee appointed to enquire, and report the realons why the public accounts have not been furnifhed to this Houfe, agreeably to law, and the refolutions contained in the motion made by Mr. Raivle,
and fecondeti by Mr. Thomas, was read, together with its enclofures, lettered from A. to H. inclufive.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee, to whom was referred, November 18th laft, the report
of a committee of the late Houfe of Aflembly reflecting the repairs of
Mud-IJland, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, appointed the 1 8th of November laft, to take into coniideration the report of a committee made to the late Houfe of Affembly
the 29th September, 1789; beg leave to report
That it appears the banks of Mud-IJland, in the river Delaware, were fo
exceedingly decayed by high frefhes, &c. as to endanger the fortifications and
letter

other buildings erected thereon, the property of this ftate ; that the Prefident
and Council have, in order to prevent their going to ruin, expended year

hundred and ninety-fix pounds eight /hillings and three-pence, by draughts on
the treafury, towards the repairs thereof, without any exprefs appropriation
having been made by law ior that purpofe; that the further fum of Jive
hundred pounds is required, to compleat the necefTary repairs in a permanent
manner ; and as the prefcrvation of the faid ifland, fort and other property,
is a very defirable object, your committee fubmit the following refolution,
viz.
Refolved,

into a law,

That

a

committee be appointed

to bring in a bill, to be enacted

directing the State Treafurer to fet apart one thou/and pounds of

from the Loan-Office, for the purpofe of replacing the
pounds eight flnllings and three-pence already expendand
hundred
ninety-fix
four
Mud-Ijland,
as well as to furnifh a fum fufficient to combanks
of
the
ed on
plete the further repairs required on faid ifland ; and to authorife the Prefi-dent and Supreme Executive Council to employ fuitable perfons, by contract
or otherwiie (as to them fhall feem heft) to put the banks of Mud-IJland into
good and durable repair, and to pay for the fame by a warrant or warrants,
drawn on the State Treafury, for any fum not exceeding five hundred and
three poimds eleven findings and nine-pence.
Ordered to lie on the table.
the

intereff. arifing

3

B

The

[
The

committee,

to

whom
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November 28th

were referred,

lafl,

all

the

papers on the files of the General AfTembly reflecting the claims to lands
in the county of Luzerne, made report, which was read, zs follows, viz.
The committee, to whom were referred all the papers on the riles of the
late Houfe relative to difputed lands in the county of Luzerne, and alio the

Henry Pawling, reportThat upon due confideration of

petition of

all the circumilances of the cafe, they
proper and neceifary to repeal the act, entituled
" An Act for afcertaining and confirming to certain perfons, called Connecti" cut Claimants, the lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and
"for other purpofes therein mentioned:" They therefore fubmit the following

are of opinion that

it

is

resolution, viz.

Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to repeal the
entituled " An Ac~t for afcertaining and confirming to certain perfons,
*' called Connecticut Claimants, the lands by them claimed within the county
" of Luzerne, and for other purpofes therein mentioned."
act,

Ordered to lie on the table.
committee, to whom were referred, February 10th, the petitions of
S95 inhabitants of the county of Mifflin, and to whom was re-committed,
February i6th, that part of the report of a committee, read December 7th
laft, which refpects the petitions of a number of the inhabitants of the
townfhips of Potters, Bald-Eagle., Lack, Milford, Fermanagh and Greenwood,
in the county of Mifflin aforefaid, made report, which was read, as follows,

The

viz.

The committee,

to

whom

were referred the petitions of

a

number of

the

inhabitants of the county of Mifflin, relative to the feat of juftice and boundary line of faid county, to whom was alfo referred the report of a former
committee on the fame fubject, and a letter from three of the Truftees for
erecting the public buildings of faid county, report

That they have carefully attended to the bufinefs referred to them, and
endeavoured to gain every information in their power that appeared likely to
lead to a proper determination ; and, after mature confideration, are not
able to diicover any fufficient reafon for removing the feat of juftice of the
faid county of Mifflin from the place where it is already fixed by law, although they are of opinion that fome of the boundary lines may at fome
future time admit of alterations to advantage
They are alfo of opinion that
it will be proper to appoint an additional Commiffioner, or Truftee, for
erecting the court-houfe and prifon for faid county
The committee therefore fubmit the following refolutions, viz.
Refohed, That the prayer contained in the petitions of a number of the
inhabitants of Potter's and Bald-Eagle townfhips, in the county of Mifflin,
to be re-annexed to Northumberland county, ought not at this time to be
:

:

granted.

Refohed, That the petitions of a number of the inhabitants of Mifflin
county, and part of Greenwood townfhip, in Cumberland county, praying for
a removal ot the feat of juftice in faid county of Mifflin, ought not to be
granted, and that they, together with the petitioners mentioned in the laft
preceding refolution, have leave to withdraw their petitions.
Refohed, That a committee be appointrd to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, for appointing an additional Truftee for erecting a court-houfe
and prifon in and for the county of Mifflin.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The

[

The committee
made

rifon^

report,

The committee,
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appointed February 24th, on the petition of

which was

whom

to

Mary Har-

read, as follows, viz.

was

referred

the petition of "Mary Harrifmt

report

That

the particulars dated in the petition of Mary Harrifon appear to be
it is not to be preiumed to have been the intention of the Legislato punifh the innocent creditor for the faults of the guilty debtor,

true; that
ture

which would moft certainly be the confequence, if the adt of the 6th
March, 1778, is to be adhered to in the prefent cafe
Your committee,
feeling a conviction that the Houfe are defirous of extending equal juftice
:

to all, cffer the following refolution, viz.

Refohed, That the prayer of the petition of Mary Harrifon be complied
that fhe have leave to bring in a bill, for the purpcfes fet forth in
;
faid petition, provided the rate of exchange fhall not exceed one hundred and
fxty-fix pounds thirteen fallings and four-pence currency for one hundred pounds

with

fieri ing.

Ordered

on the table.
appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
reform the penal laws of this fate" which was read the firft time,
to lie

The committee
" Ail

to

and

Ordered to

lie

on the table.

" An Ac~l for compenfating Laughlin M'Cartney, and
" others therein mentioned, for fupp lies by them fur nijhed the civil officers of
" Northumberland county in the year one thoufand /even hundred and feventy-

The

t(

bill,

five,"

entituled

was read the feccnd time, and conlidered by paragraphs.
That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

Ordered,

lifhed for confideration.

A

motion was made by Mr. Maclay, feconded by Mr. White,

following, viz.
Whereas the

General Aflembly, by a refolve,

in the

words

appointed John Byers,

Chrijlopher Gottig and Henry Haller Commiffioners, to view and examine the
prefent road leading from Conrad Minick's to Sunbury, and to mark and lay

out a road, the heft and neareft the country will admit of, from and to
the places aforefaid ; and by the fame refolve did empower the faid commiffioners to call on the treasurer of Northumberland county for all arrearages
of the eight een-penny taxes then in the hands of the faid treafurer, or that
might thereafter come into his hands, excepting only fuch fums as had been
paid by order of the Supreme Executive Council for the defence of the fronAnd whereas the faid commiffioners, by the faid retier of faid the county
folve, were to report their proceedings to the General Aflembly of this ftate,
of the money by them received, and of their expenditures, from time to
time, and of the amendments and alterations which they may make in the
faid road
And as it is apprehended that a considerable fum of the faid
eighteen-penny taxes yet remains unaccounted for by the treafurer and county commiffioners of Northumberland county, and as the commiffioners appointed for viewing and repairing the faid road have not rendered an account to the General Aflembly of this ftate, agreeable to the intention of
the General Aflembly when the faid commifiioners were appointed: There:

:

fore

Refohed, That the faid John Byers, Chrijlopher Gottig and Henry Haller,
be called upon to report their proceedings under the refolve of the General

Aflembly

-
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Affembly of Pennfylvania of the 22d of March, 1784, in every matter and
thing done by them under the faid refolve, to the General Atfembly, at their
next feflion ; and that the Clerk, of the General Affembly be directed to
furnifh the faid commiffioners with a copy of this refolution.
Ordered to lie on the table.

The
"

entituled

bill,

M

tuled

An

Act

A further

Supplement

to

the act of Affembly, enti-

for the relief of infolvent debtors

"

of Pennfylvania,"
graphs.

That

«•«

was read the third time,

within the province
and confidered by para-

be engrofied, for the purpofe of being enacted into a law.
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.
Ordered,

it

Tuefday,
The Houfe met

A

March

1790.

16,

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from the members of the religious fociety called Seventh- ly
and others in their behalf, was read, letting forth, that by the

petition

Baptijis,

•.'

law now in force they are fubjecled to fine for labouring on the firft day of
the week, and deprived of the rights and privileges enjoyed by the other
citizens of this ftate of attending the townlhip elections, in as much as
they are directed to be held on the feventh days of the week, being the
day allotted by faid fociety for their public worfhip ; and praying relief in
the premifes.

Ordered

on the table.
from the members of the Hebrew congregation in the city of
Philadelphia was read, fetting forth, that they have at a confiderable expence

A

to lie

petition

eredled a houfe for the worfhip of

God

;

that they are

ftill

indebted to divers

perfons for compleating the fame about eight hundred pounds, and lor which
the fame will be fold by public auction, unlets payment of the faid fum be

made j that the number of their members is confiderably diminifhed, and the
congregation unable to difchage the faid debtj therefore praying this Houfe
to grant them leave to bring in a bill, to raife, by way of lottery, a fum of

money

fufticient for the aforefaid purpofe.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed Fe-bruary 20th, on the petition of George Ingles,
made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee on the petition of George Ingles, Infpedor of ftaves and
heading, report

That the

defects

complained of

in the faid petition as exifting in the pre-

boards and lumber,
appear to require the intervention of the legiflative powers of this Houfe
The following refolution is therefore fubmitted, viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to amend the
feveral acts of Afiembly relative to the infpeclion of ftaves, heading, boards
fent laws relative to the inflection of ftaves, heading,

:

and lumber.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to the order of .the day, the Houfe refumed the confideration of
the report on the feveral letters from the Comptroller-General and RegifterWhereupon,
General, poftponed March 1 2th
On motion of Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Faux,
Ordered, That the further confideration of the faid report be poftponed.
:

The

1

315
2

,

[
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The report of the committee appointed to enquire, and report the reafonS
why the public accounts have not been furnifhed to this Houfe, agreeably to
law, and the reiblutions contained in the motion made by Mr. Rawle, fcconded by Mr. Thomas, were, agreeably to the order of the day, feverally
read the fecond time
Whereupon,
:

A

motion was made by Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Mitchell,
To poftpone the faid report and reiolutions.
It was then moved by Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Gurney,
To amend the faid motion, by inferting, after the word •« refolutions," the
words, " until to-morrow."
Which was carried in the affirmative, and the motion for poftponement,
as amended, adopted.
A motion was made by Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Harris,
That one hundred copies of the letter from the Comptroller-General, read
yefterday, be printed, for the ufe of the members.
A letter from Sharp Delany, Efq; was prefented to the chair, and read,
contradicting certain charges contained in the letter from the ComptrollerGeneral, read yefterday.
Ordered to lie on the table.
It was then moved by Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Maclay,
To ftrike off one hundred copies of the faid letter from the ComptrollerGeneral, together with the ftatement of divers public accounts, marked A.
for the ufe of the members.
" Will the Houfe agree to the faid motion of Mr. KenOn the queftion,
*' nedy and Mr. Maclay ?"
the Yeas and Nays being called by Mr. Kennedy
and Mr. Gurney, were as follow, viz.

—

—

YEAS.

YEAS.
1

Thomas Kennedy

2

David

3

Jonathan Hoge,
John Ludwig,
Nicholas Lutz,
John Moore,
Samuel Maclay,
'
John Baird,
James Barr,

4.

5
6

7
8

Mitchell,

9
io James Allifon,
Alexander Wright,
1

1

13
14
1

16
iy
18
19

20
21

NAYS.

NAYS.
1

2
3

4
5
6

7

"Lawrence Sickle,
William Rawle,
Francis Gurney,
Samuel AJhmead,
Thomas Paul,
Thomas Brit ton,
Valentine Upp,

John Chapman,
Bryan,
James
9
io Richard Thomas >
8

James Mar/hall,
John Gilchreefl,
James Finley,
James Johnjion,
John Rhea,
Jacob Miley,
John Carfon,
James M'Creight,
John Harris,
John Nevil.

Richard Downing, jun.
12 John M'Dowell,
1

1

James

Cletnfon,

14 John Hopkins,
15 Henry Dering,
16 James Cunningham,
17 Jacob Erb,
18 John Miller,
19 Thomas Clingan,
20 Jofeph Reed,

NAYS.

*9*
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NAY

NAYS.
3

o John White,

2 2 'John Stewart,

3

1

23 'Thomas Lilly,
24 William Godjrey,

32
33
34
35
36 David Stewart,
37 #agj& L/qyd',
38 Richard Riley,

.2

I

"Jacob Schmyfcr,

25 Daniel Leinbach,
26 Pf/cr Ealer,
27 Conrad Ihrie, jun.
28 Anthony Lerch, jun.
29 Herman Hujband,

So

it

On

was carried

Jacob Reiff,
Jonathan Roberts,
Benjamin Markley,
James Faux,
Qbadiah Gore,

in the negative.

motion of Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. ^a*,

'Ordered,

That Friday next be

affigned for the fecond reading of the report

day, refpe&ing the claims to lands in the county of Luzerne, and
be the order for that day.
The bill, entituled " An A51 for the relief oj John Lytle, John Webb and
William Murray," was read the third time, and in part confidered by pa-

read

yt-ftei

that

it

**

Si

ragraphs.

Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
The report of the committee reipecling the repairs of Mud-IJland, read
Whereupon
yefterday, was read the fecond time
be
appointed
to bring in a bill, to be enadted
committee
a
That
Rejohed,
:

directing the State Treafurer to fet apart one thoufand pounds of
anting from the Loan-Office, for the purpofe of replacing the
four hundred and ninety-fix pounds eight jlnllings and three-pence already expended on the banks of Mud-IJland, as well as to furnifh a fum fufficient to complete the further repairs required on faid ifland ; and to authorife the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council to employ fuitable perfons, by contract
or otherwife (as to them fhall feem beft) to put the banks of Mud-IJland into
good and durable repair, and to pay for the fame by a warrant or warrants,
drawn on the State Treafury, for any fum not exceeding five hundred and

into a law,

-the intereft

three pounds eleven jlnllings

That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Gurney and Mr. Car/on be

in a bill

The

time.
Ordered,

withdraw his petition.
ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M.

That he have

Adjourned

until

Wednefday^
The Houfe met

A

nine-pence.

a committee, to
conformably to the foregoing refolution.
petition of John Glen, read December 9th laft, was read the fecond

Ordered,

bring

and

letter

leave to

March

17,

1790. A.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from the Comptroller-General was read, dated March 16th

in-

ftant.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 20th, on the petition of a number of
the inhabitants of the townfhips of Moreland, Abington, Cheltenham and
Springfield, in the county of Montgomery, made report, which was read, as
follows, viz.

The

'9$
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The committee, to whom was referred the petition of a number of the inhabitants of Moreland, Abington, Cheltenham and Springfield townfhips, in the
county of Montgomery, praying to be feparated from the county of Montgomery, and annexed to the county of Philadelphia, report
That

convinced of the impropriety of altering county lines, unlefs
in cafes of ftrong neceffity, and conceiving that fuch neceflity does not exift
in the prefent inftance, they are of opinion that leave fhould be given to
withdraw the faid petitions
The following refolution is therefore fubmitfully

:

ted,

to,

That leave be given to withdraw the petitions figned by a number of the inhabitants of the townfhips of Moreland, Abington, Cheltenham
and Springfield, praying that the faid townfhips may be annexed to the counRefolved,

ty of Philadelphia.

Ordered to lie on the table.
Tb? committee appointed March ioth inft. on the petitions of a number
of the inhabitants of the county of Bedford, made report, which was read,
as follows,

viz.

The committee, to whom were referred the petitions from a number of
the inhabitants of Bedford county, praying for an exoneration from militia
fines,

beg leave

to report

That they have duly confidered the

matter of their petition, and
that by the act of Affembly of the 27th of March, 1789, the commiffioners of the city and county of Philadelphia, and of the feveral counties of
fubjecT:

find,

commonwealth, have full power and authority to hold appeals, and to
grant exonerations from militia fines, as in their judgment and difcretion fhall
feem meet; your committee are therefore of opinion that it would be improper for the legiflature to interfere, where the exifting laws have already fufthis

ficiently provided

Refolved,

They

:

That the

exoneration of militia

Ordered

to lie

therefore offer the following refolution, viz.

from the county of Bedford, praying for an
have leave to withdraw their petitions.

petitioners
fines,

on the

table.

The committee

appointed February i6thlaft, on the memorial and petition
of the Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of Philadelphia, made report in part,

which was

read,

as

follows,

viz.

committee, to whom was referred the memorial and petition of the
Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of the city of Philadelphia, report in part,
That without entering at prefent into the confideration of the extenfive
powers for the internal regulation of the city of Philadelphia, applied for by
the memorialists, it appears requifite that immediate provifion fhould be
made to obviate certain inconveniencies, arifing from a defect of proper authority to provide for the watching, lighting, paving and cleanfing the
They have therefore taken the liberty to
ftreets, and other local purpofes
purpofes
only, entituled "
further Supplefor
thefe
fpecial
bill
report a
*' ment to the at~l, entituled " An Act to incorporate the city of Philadel" phia." Which bill was prefented to the chair, read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe refumed the confideration of
the report of the committee appointed to enquire, and report the reafons why
the public accounts have not been furnifhed to this Houfe, agreeably to law,
poftponed yefterday, as well as the refolutions moved by Mr. Rawle, and
Jeconded by Mr. Thomas.

The

—

:

A

A mo-

8
6
5

3
11

[

A
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motion was made by Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Maclay,
poftpene the confideration of the faid report and refolutions.

To

On the queftion,— << Will the Houfe agree to the pcjlponement f '— the
leas and Nays being called by Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Gumey,
were as folOW, VIZ.

YEAS.
James Cunningham,
2 Thomas Clingan,
i

Jojepb Reed,
4 1 homas Kennedy,
3

5 David Mitchell,
6 Jonathan Hoge,

7 John Ludwig,
Lutz,
Daniel
Leinbach,
9
io Anthony Lercb, jun.
8 Nicholas

1
John Moore,
12 Herman Hujband,
Samuel Maclay,
1

YEAS.
14 j^Ztz Baird,
James Barr,
1

James

1

Ja w<?j Mar/hall,
19 y^/z Gilchreejl,
1

20 James Fin ley,
21 James Jobnjlon,
22 yo-6« Rhea,
23 j^zz Car/on ,
24 Obadiah Gore,
2 5 .T

15

26

NAYS.
1

Lawrence

Sickle,

Aliifon,

17 Alexander Wright,

^ Nevil,

j^itfz

Harris.

NAYS.
18 John Miller,

2 Jacob Hiltzheimer,
3 William Lewis,
4 William Rawle,
5 Francis Gurney,
6 Samuel AJhmead,

19 Jacob Schmyfer,
20 j^/z Stewart,
2i Thomas Lilley,
22 William Godfrey,

7 Thomas Paul,
8 Thomas Britton,

24 Conrad

9 Valentine Upp,

10
1

^/w

Chapman,
James Bryan,

23 Pf/Vr Ealer,

25
26
27
28

Ihrie, jun.

jfWo^ #<>//;
Jonathan Roberts,
Benjamin Markley,
James Faux,

12 Richard Thomas,
13 Richard Downing, jun.

29 3^0^ A/z'/^y,
30 James M'Cr eight,

14 James Clemfon,

3

Hopkins,
15
16 Henry Dering,

32

y<5/6«

1

David Stewart,
fi«g-# Lloyd,

33 Richard

Riley.

17 j^ftf^ £n£,

So

it

And

was
the

carried in the negative.

of the

propofed refolutions being under confideration, vzir.
Refolved, That it is neceffary to introduce greater regularity, vigour and
ceconomy in the 'colle&ion of the public revenues. That for this purpofe
the fettlement of the accounts of the Collectors of Excife, County Treafurers, Prothonotaries, and Clerks of Courts of Quarter Seffions collecting
fines and forfeitures, monies paid for marriage and tavern licences, and taxes
upon writs, the Receiver-General, and the Auctioneers of the city of Philadelphia, the diftricT: of Southwark, and townfhips of the Northern- Liberties
and Moyamenfing, and alfo the accounts of fees received by the Secretary of
Council,
firft

faid

1

C
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Council, and the officers of the Land-Office ought to he veiled in the Treasurer of the ftate, fubject to proper examination and controul.
A motion was made by Mr. Maclay, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,
To finite out the word " fettlement," and the word " "Defied" ar.d in
lieu of the former to infert the word M arranging," and of the latter the
word " Jubmitted ;" and to add to the faid refolution the following words,

"

of the Comptroller- General."
the queftion,
" Will the Houfe agree to
It was carried in the negative.

VtZ.

—

On

The

\
t-he

propofed amendments

V

original refolution then recurring, viz.

Refolved,

That

it is

vigour and
That for this purpofe

neceffary to introduce greater regularity,

ceconomy

in the collection of the public revenues.
the fettlement of the accounts of the Collectors of Excife, County Trea-

and Clerks of Courts of Quarter Seffions collecting fines and forfeitures, monies paid for marriage and tavern licences and
taxes upon writs, the Receiver-General, and the Auctioneers of the city of
Philadelphia, the diftrict of Soutbwark, and townfhips of the Northern-Liberties and Moyamenfmg, and alio the accounts of fees received by the Secretary of Council and Officers of the Land-Office, ought to be veiled in the
Treafurer of the ftate, fubject to proper examination and controul.
" Will the Houfe adopt the fame f" the Yeas and
On the queftion,
Nays being called by Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Faux, were as follow, viz.
Prothonotaries,

furers,

—

—

YEAS.

YEAS.
Lawrence

1

22 John Stewart,
23 Thomas Lil/ey,

Sickle,

2 Jacob Hiltzheimer,
3 William Lewis,
4 William Rawle,

24 William Godfrey,
25
26
27
28
29
30

5 Francis Gurney,
6 Samuel Afomead,
7 Thomas Paul,
8 Thomas Britton,
9 Valentine Upp,

32
33
34
35
36

14 James Clemfon,
15 John Hopkins,
16 Henry Dering,
17 James Cunningham,
18 Jacob Erb,
j 9 John Miller,
20 Thomas Clingan,
2
Jacob Scbmyfer,

Jonathan Roberts,
Benjamin Markley,
James Faux,
Jacob Miley,

38 Obadiah Gore,
39 David Stewart,

40 Hugh Lloyd,
41 Richard Riley.

NAYS.
5 Nicholas Lutz,
6 Daniel Leinbacb,

1
Jo/eph Reed,
2 Thomas Kennedy,

7 Samuel Maclay,
8 John Baird,

Mitchell,

4 Jonathan Hoge,

James Barr,

John Carfon,
37 James M'Cr eight,

NAYS.
David

Herman Hufband,

31 Jacob Reiff,

io John Chapman,
James Bryan,
I i
12 Richard Thomas,
13 Richard Downing, jun.

3

Peter Ealer,

Conrad Ihrie, jun.
Anthony Lerch, jun.
John Moore,

D

NAYS.

6

[

N A Y
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N

S.

J:i;iws Aiiijon,

AYS.

9
o Alexander Wright,
1 1
James Marjhall,

14 "James Jobnjhn,
\
5 John Rhea,

12 John Gilchreefi,

iy John Harris.

1

1

So

James

3

it

1

John Nevil,

Ftniey,

was carried

and the refolution adopted.

in the affirmative,

That the

receipt of the intereft, and the remaining part of the
loaned by the ftate to its citizens, ought to be effectmonies
principal of the
ed with lefs circuity and expencej for which purpofe the powers now verted
in the officers of the loan-office ought to be transferred 10 the treafurer of
Refolved,

the

ftate.

The

following of the propofed refolutions being under confideration, viz.
That the intereft of the commonwealth requires that the account
between the United States and this ftate fhould be compleated without further delay, and that all accounts depending between this ftate and individuals, or bodies politic (other than the United States) fhould be fettled and
adjufted to the 28th day of March, 1789 j for which purpofe, it is neceffary
to inveft the Rcgifter-General with the power of ftating and adjufting all accounts hereafter occurring between the ltate and individuals, or bodies politic, fubjedt to the revifion of the Comptroller-General, and final approbation of the Supreme Executive Council.
motion was made by Mr. Mac/ay, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,
To ftrike out the words, " to inveft the Regijler-General with the power
" of ftating and adjufting all accounts hereafter occurring be t ween the Jlate and
ReJ'ohed,

A

"
"

or bodies pditic, fubjeel to the revijion of the Comptroller- GeneJinal approbation of the Supreme Executive Council," in order to

individuals,
ral,

and

the following in lieu thereof, " to allow the Comptroller-General an
additional Clerk for one year."

infert

"

—

On

"

the queftion,
" Will the Houje agree to Jlrike out the /aid words, for
?"
the purpofe ajorefaid
It was carried in the negative, and the original refolution adopted.
Refolved,

and received

That the cuftody of all certificates granted by the United
in payment for lands, or otherwife, by this ftate, except

cates received on loan by virtue of the
be vefted in the treafurer of the rtate.

act-

parted

March

ift,

States,
certifi-

1786, ought to

a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, for the purmentioned.
pofes before
Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Clingan, Mr. Hoge and Mr.
Ryerj'on be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing re-

Refolved,

That

folutions.

A

motion was made by Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Gurney, and adopt-

ed, as follows, viz.
Rejolved,

That the Comptroller-General be

directed

to

proceed with

the utmoft expedition in preparing and rtating the account between this
and the United States, in bringing forward the books of office to

rtate

the twenty-eighth day of March, 1789, in fettling all accounts between
this ftate and individuals, or bodies politic, other than the United States,

which

ftill

remain

urifettled,

and

in

taking legal meafures for recovering all
fuch
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fuch fums of money, as, upon fuch fettlements, mall be found due to the
commonwealth, and that he report what progrefs he has made herein to
this Houfe, at their next feffion.
A letter from the Comptroller-General, with divers enclofures, was read,
relative to the fubjecl matters contained in the letter from Sharp Delany,
Efquire, read ycfterday.
Ordered to lie on the table.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A. M.

March

T/jurfday,

iS,

1790.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
number of the inhabitants of the county of Wejlmoreland were read, praying the excife laws now in force may be fo altered and
amended, as to preclude any duty or impofition upon liquors made or diftilled from the productions of this lfate.
»
Petitions from a

Ordered

A

to lie

on the

from

a

table.

number of

the inhabitants of the county of Bucks was
read, fetting forth, that they conceive themfelves materially injured by the
act, entituled " An ASl for vejling the efiate of the late Proprietaries of
petition

" Pennfylvania

as much as they are by the faid
proportionable part of the fum of one
hundred and thirty thoufand pounds granted to the faid Proprietaries, for the
the purpofe of extinguifhing the quit-rents, other than the proprietary tenths
or manors, and praying they may be in like manner exempted from the

act

payment of

all

Ordered

A

in

this

fubjected to the

commonwealth," in

payment of

a

quit-rents.

to lie

on the table.

from Daniel Rees was read, {fating his claim againfl Alexander
Bartram, an attainted traitor, whofe effate and effects have been iold for the
ufe of the commonwealth, and praying this Houfe to grant him relief in
petition

the premifes.

Ordered to

on the table.
appointed for the purpofe reported a

lie

The committee

bill,

entituled

" An

make provifion for the repairs of Mud-Ifland," which was read the
firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed March 9th, on the petition of William Tillyer,
made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of William Tillyert

<c

Ac~l to

report

the finances of the ffate would admit of difcharging the principal of the debts it has become liable to, the hard cafe of the petitioner,
in common with many others, would receive relief; but until the (fate is

That

if

able to accompli ill fo defirable a point, upon feveral principles the committee apprehend that the petitioner muft be content to receive the intereft of his debt, in common with the other creditors of the (fate : They

fubmit the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That William Tillyer have leave to withdraw his petition.
The committee of accounts made report, which was read, as follows,
viz.

The

-

[
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The

committee of accounts report,
That, in cor.fcquence ot the order of the Houfe, they have received of
Diii-icl Rittenhoufi, Efquire, late Treasurer of this ftate, the following fums

money,

viz.
the bills of credit emitted by act of Affembly of 1 6th March, 1785,
being part of the annual fum of twenty thoufand pounds ordered by law to

ot

Of

be burnt, one thoufand one hundred and Jijty -four founds three

Jljillings

and

three-pence.

Of

the bills of credit emitted by aft of April 29th,

money,

Of

forty-tivo pounds ten

17S0, called Ifland

Jihillings.

the bills of credit emitted by refolve of Affembly of the late province,

two thoufand four hundred and five pounds and fiven-pence.

Of the bills of credit emitted by a«ft of 7th April, 1781, two thoufand eight
hundred and eighty-one pounds fourteen Jhillings and fix-pence.
Of treafury notes, iffued by adl of Affembly 1783, returned to the treafury
by Thomas Smith, Efquire, Continental Loan-Orficer, being never iffued
in payment, two thoufand nine hundred and fifty-eight dollars and fortyfive ninetieths.

All which we have counted, burnt and deftroyed, according to law.
The report on the petition of Mary Harrifon, read March 15th, was read
the fecond time.
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poflponed.

The motion made by Mr.

Maclay, and feconded by Mr. White, March
15th, was read the fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.
Whereas the General AiTembly, by a refolve, appointed fohn Byers,
Chrijlopber Gcttig and Henry Haller Commiffioners, to view and examine the
prefent road leading from Conrad Minick's to Sunbury, and to mark and lay
out a road, the beft and neareft the country will admit of, from and to
the places aforefaid ; and by the fame refolve did empower the faid commiffioners to call on the treafurer of Northumberland county for all arrearages
of the eighteen-penny taxes then in the hands of the faid treafurer, or that
might thereafter come into his hands, excepting only fuch fums as had been
paid by order of the Supreme Executive Council for the defence of the fronAnd whereas the faid commiffioners, by the faid retier of the faid county
folve, were to report their proceedings to the General Affembly of this ftate,
of the money by them received, and of their expenditures, from time to
time, and of the amendments and alterations which they may make in the
And as it is apprehended that a confiderable fum of the faid
faid road
eighteen-penny taxes yet remains unaccounted for by the treafurer and county commiffioners of Northumberland county, and as the commiffioners appointed for viewing and repairing the faid road have not rendered an account to the General Affembly of this ftate, agreeable to the intention of
the General Affembly when the faid commiffioners were appointed: There:

:

fore

That the faid John Byers, Chrijlopber Gottig and Henry Haller,
be called upon to report their proceedings under the refolve of the General
Affembly cf Pcnnjylvania of the 22d of March, 1784, in every matter and
thing done by them under the faid refclve, to the General Affembly, at their
Refclved,

next feffion ; and that the Clerk of the General Affembly be directed to
furnifh the faid commiffioners with a copy of this refolution.

The

1

8

.

[
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the confideration of the report on the memorial and
Efquire, poftponed March i ith.

•petition of "James Biddte,

A

motion was made by Mr. Rawle

>

feconded by Mr. Boys,

To poftpone the confideration of faid report.
Which was carried in the affirmative.
Mr. Rawle

then, in

his

place,

read a refolution, as a fubftitute for that

•contained in the laid report ; and being ieconded by
prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.

Mr. Boys,

the fame

was

Rejbhed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to reduce the
upon writs iffued oat of the County Court of Common Pleas for the
upon each of fuch writs.
county of Philadelphia, to the fum of
It was then moved by Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Schmyfer,
To poftpone the confideration of the faid refolution, in order to introduce
the following in lieu thereof, viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to reduce the
tax on writs ifftu-d out of the County Courts of Common Pleas of the feveral counties of this ftate, in which fuch tax is impofed by law, to the
upon each of fuch writs.
fum of
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the pofponenient, for the afore*
" faid purpje f\
It was carried in the negative.
The refolution moved by Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Boys, recurring,
A motion was made by Mr. Maclay, feconded by Mr. Rawle,
To infert, after the word ** reduce," the words " for one year."
tax

—

Which was carried in
And on the queftion,
f*

ed'?"

—viz

—the"

affirmative.

Will the Houfe agree

to the refolution, as

amend-

committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to reduce,
for one year, the tax upon writs iffued out of the County Court of Comupon
mon Pleas for the county of Philadelphia, to the fum of

That

Refolved,

a

each of fuch writs.
The Yeas and Nays being called by Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Rhea, were

as

follow, viz.

YEAS.

YEAS.
1

Lawrence

Sickle,

3 William Rawle,
4 Francis Gurney,
5 Samuel Ajhmead,

j Conrad Ihrie, ]un.
Samuel Maclay,
19 John White,
20 John Baird,

6 Ettas Boys,

21

7 John Chapman,

22
23

2 Jacob Hiltzhtimer-,

fames Bryan,
9 Richard Thomas,
io fa cob Schmyfer,
8

Thomas Lilley,
1
1 2 Jonathan Hoge,
Ludwig,
I
3 John
Lutz,
Nicholas
14
1

16 Peter Paler,

5

Daniel Leinbach,

l

1

24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Jacob Reiff,
Jonathan Roberts,
Benjamin Markley,
James Faux,
Jacob Miley,

John Carfon,

David Stewart,
John hievil,
Hugh Lloyd*
Richard

Riley.

NAYS.

1

1

[
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NAYS.

NAYS.

4 Richard Downing, jun.
5 James Clem/on,

15 David Mitchell,
16 Anthony Lerch, jun.
ij John Moore,
18 Herman Hujband,
19 James Barr,

6 yo>6« Hopkins,

20 James

Thomas Paul,
2 Thomas Br it ton,
1

3

Valentine Upp,

7 Henry Dering,
8 James Cunningham,
9 Jacob Erb,
10 j^iw Miller,

2

22 James MarJJjall,
23 yo/6/z Gilchreejl,
24 James Fin ley,
25 James Johnjlon,
26 j^« Rhea,
27 Obadiah Gore,
28 j^>6« Harris.

Jofepb Reed,
12 John Stewart,
13 William Godfrey,
14 Thomas Kennedy,
1

So

it

was carried

in the affirmative

Allifon,

Alexander Wright,

:

Whereupon,

Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Maclay and Mr. Car/on be a committee,
to bring in a bill conformably to the faid refolution.

A

from Sharp Delany, Efquire, containing remarks on the letter
from the Comptroller-General dated the 17th inftant, was read, together
with its enclofure, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
A letter from the Comptroller-General, dated this day, was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled " An Additional Supplement to the feveral aSls of Af" fembly refpe£ling public auctions and auctioneers," was read the third time,
and conlidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
letter

law.

The
March

A

report on the petitions for a divifion of the county of Dauphin, read
13th, was read the fecond time.
motion was made by Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Miley,

To poftpone the confederation of the
Which was carried in the negative.

faid report.

And

the refolution contained therein being under confideration, viz.
Refolved, That the prayer of the petitions of a number of the inhabitants of the eaftern parts of the county of Dauphin, and of the petition of a
number of the inhabitants of the north-weftern part of the county of Berks,

cannot at this time be granted.
It was moved by Mr. Car/on, feconded by Mr. Maclay,
To add the following words to the faid refolution, viz. *' And that the
" petitioners have leave to withdraw their petitions."
On the queflion, " Will the HouJ'e agree to the amendment ?"
It was carried in the affirmative; and the reiolution, with the amendment, adopted.

—

Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A.

M,
Friday,

* 01

C
Friday,

March

19,

]
1790.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
A petition from the Truitees, Elders and Deacons of the Reformed.
German congregation of the borough of Reading was read, fetting forth,
that they have at a considerable expence erected a church, fchool- houfe and
parfonage-houfe, within the faid borough; that notwithstanding their utmoft exertions to difcharge the debts unavoidably contracted in erecting the
faid buildings, they find themfelves confiderably in arrear ; therefore praying leave to bring in a bill, authorifing them to raife, by way of lottery, a
fum of money Sufficient to difcharge the faid arrearages.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
** Ac~l to reduce the tax upon writs ijj'ued out
of the County Court of Common
** Pleas
Philadelphia
county,
therein limited," which was
during
time
the
of
read the firft time, and

Ordered

On

to lie

on the

table.

motion,

Ordered,

That Mr. Reed have

leave of abfence for the remainder of the

feffion.

Agreeably to the order of the day, the report of the committee, to
whom were referred all the papers on the files of the General Affembly, respecting the claims to lands in the county of Luzerne, was read the fecond
time.

A

motion was made by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Raw/e,

To poftpone the confideration of the
motion.
Which was

faid report,

in order to introduce a

carried in the affirmative.

Mr. Lewis then read his motion ; and being feconded by
the fame was prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.
Whereas

Mr.

AJlomead,

Houfe by John Nicholfon, Efquire,
reflections upon the character and conduct

a letter hath been fent to this

containing indecent and injurious
of Conrad Ihrie, junior, Efquire, a member of this Houfe, in relation to
his duty as a Reprefentative of the people, in breach of the privileges of
And
this Houfe, and in high contempt of the Legislature of this ftate
whereas the faid John Nicholfon, Efquire, hath fince caufed the faid letter
to be printed and published
Rejblved, That the faid John Nicholfon, Efquire, do attend at the bar of
this Houfe on Monday next, to anfwer for his conduct herein.
Mr. Kennedy then called for a division of the question, viz.
To take the queftions on the preamble and refolutions, feverally.
And Mr. Speaker requefting the opinion of the Houfe, " Whether a
:

:

—

"

of the faid motion was in order f"
It was carried in the negative.
motion was then made by Mr. Maclay, feconded by Mr. Harris,
To poftpone the consideration of the faid motion of Mr. Lewis, Seconded
divifion

A

by Mr.

"

to

Raw le,

in

—"

order to take the queSiion,

be conjuiered as a breach of

Whether fating facls are

privilege•?"

Which was carried in the negative.
The motion made by Mr. Lewis, feconded

by Mr. Rawle, recurring,

On

c

On

called

]

V—

" Will the Hot/fe agree to the fame
the Yeas and
by Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Lewis, were as follow, viz.

the queftion,

Nays being

—

202

YEAS.

i°3

[
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he would beat the faid John: And whereas the faid "John hath, en his oath,
declared, that he feareth that the faid Conrad may execute his faid threats;
thereupon craveth furety of the peace againfl the faid Conrad. Thefe are
therefore to authorife and require you to take and bring the faid Conrad before me, to give furety of the peace, if need be, in the premifes.
Dated
the eighteenth day of March, Anno Domini 1790.

G.

B

R Y A

N.

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Downing,
Refohed, That the Sergeant-at-Arms do bring before this Houfe, tomorrow morning, Adam Strieker, who this day arrefted Conrad Ibrie, junior,
Efquire, by virtue of a warrant from George Bryan, Efquire, one of the
Judges of the Supreme Court.

The

order of the day then recurring,

On

motion,

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

Saturday,
The Houfe met

A

to-morrow, A.

March

M.

A.

1790.

20,

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from the Prefident of the Supreme Executive Council was prethe chair, and read, as follows, viz.

letter

fented to

COUNCIL,
SIR,
In

Philadelphia,

March

igth,

1790.

HAVE

the honor to tranfmit to you, to be laid before the General
Affembly, a letter from his Excellency Governor Martin, and a copy
of a refolution of the Convention of the State of North-Carolina, with feveral amendments, by them propofed to become part of the constitution for
the future government of the United States.

I

/ have

the honor to be,

With great

re/pec7,

SIR,
Tour mojl

obedient

and

mojl humble fervant,

THOMAS MIFFLIN.
Honorable Richard Peters, Efquire,
Speaker of the General Affembly.

And

the enclofures were alfo read.

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

A letter from the Honorable George Bryan, Efquire, one of the JufKces
of the Supreme Court of this commonwealth, was prefented to the chair,
and read, with a copy of his warrant inclofed, informing the Houfe, that
on the application of John Nicholfon, Efquire, Comptroller-General, he
iffued a warrant, directed to the Sheriff of the county of Philadelphia, authorifing and requiring him to take and bring before him the body of Conrad
3

F

Ihrie,

[

20 4

]

Efq; of the county of Northampton, to find furety of the peace,
need be, as to the faid 'John Nicbolfou, Efquire.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A letter from the Comptroller-General was read, ftating, that he has been
ferved with a copy of the refolution palled yefterday, commanding his attendance at the bar cf this Houfe on Monday next, and requesting he may
be heard by Coiinfel learned in the law ; and on motion, and by fpecial
Whereupon
order, the fame was read the fecond time
be
requeft
granted.
That
his
Ordered,
The Sergeant-at-Arms informed the Houfe, that he had, in obedience to
their order, the body of Adam Strieker in his cuftody, ready to produce.
Ordered, That Adam Strieker be fet to the bar of the Houfe.
Which was accordingly done.
The prifoner requefted leave to prefent a petition, praying to be heard by
Counfel learned in the law; and having obtained leave, prefented the fame to
the chair, as likewife the original warrant, under the hand and fsal of the
Honorable George Bryan, Efq; which were feverally read ; and on motion,
and by fpecial order, the faid petition was read the fecond time: Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,
Ordered, That the prayer of the petitioner be granted, and that Adam
Strieker be brought to the bar on TueJday next, in the afternoon; and that he
now have leave to withdraw, remaining in cuftody of the Sergeant-at-Arms
Ibrie, jun.
if

:

in the

mean

time.

A

motion was made by Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,
poftpone the order of the day, in order to refume the confideration
of the report on the letters from the Regifter-General and Comptroller-

To

General, pcftponed

March

16th.

Which was carried in the affirmative.
And the faid report being under confideration,

A

motion was made by Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Gurney,

To

poftpone the confideration of the faid report, in order to introduce the
following refolution in lieu thereof, viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed, to confer with the Supreme
Executive Council relative to the fubjects contained in the letter from the
Regifter-General of the 16th of February, and the letters from the Comptroller-General of the 1 6th and 20th of February, and 4th of March.

On

"

the queftion,
faid purpofe ?"

— " Will

the Houfe agree to the postponement ,

for the afore-

was carried in the affirmative, and the refolution adopted.
Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Clingan, Mr. Hoge and Mr.
Lloyd be a committee, for the purpofe contained in the faid refolution.
The order of the day recurring, viz. the fecond reading of the report of
the committee, read March 15th, refpecling the claims to lands in the county
It

of Luzerne;

—"

Will the Houfe agree to the following refolution ?" viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to repeal the

On

act,

the queftion,

entituled

" An

Ac~l

for afcertaining and confirming

to

certain perfons,

* called Connecticut Claimants, the lands by them claimed within the county
" of Luzerne, and for other purpofes therein mentioned ;"
The Yeas and Nays being called by Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Rhea, were as
follow, viz.

YEAS.

C

YEAS.

20 5
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—

;

"

[
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upon the character and conduct of Conrad

Ihrie, junior, Efquire, a member of this Houfe, in relation to his duty as a Reprefentative of the people;
and he being called upori to anfwer whether he was ready to proceed in his
defence, named Mr. bigerfol and Mr. Sergeant as his Counfel.

Mr.
Houfe

And

Ingerfol then
after

On

proceeded to fpeak to the iubject matter before the

fome time fpent

in hearing Counfel,

motion,

That John Nicbolfon, Efquire, have leave to withdraw, and
be dire&ed to attend at the bar of this Houfe to-morrow, at three
o'clock in the afternoon.
Ordered,

that he

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

1'uefday^

The Houfe met

A

to-morrow, A.

March

23,

M.

1790.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from Blackall William
the fervice of the United

petition

Ball,

late a lieutenant in the line

of

this

States, was read, fetting forth, that he
hath loft the certificate given to him for the depreciation due on his pay, and
praying the Houfe to direct payment of the intereft already due, as well as
to enable him to receive the intereft from time to time, as the fame may
ftate,

in

hereafter

become due.

Ordered

to lie

petition

from

on the table.
number of the inhabitants of Potters and Bald-Eagle
townfhips, in the county of Mifflin, was read, praying they may be reannexed to the county of Northumberland.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from a number of the inhabitants of Potter's and Upper BaldEagle townfhips, in the county of Mifflin, were read, praying they may not
be re-annexed to the county of Northumberland.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed March 9th, on the memorial of a number of
the inhabitants of the county of Cumberland, made report, which was read,

A

as follows,

a

viz.

to whom was referred the memorial of a number of the
inhabitants of the county of Cumberland, praying the aid of this Affembly
in eftablifhing a cotton manufactory in the county aforefaid, report

The committee,

That your committee, fenlible of the laudable defigns and exertions of the
memorialifts to encourage and promote the wealth and profperity of the commonwealth,

by eftablifhing and extending ufeful manufactures in the
weftern parts of the ftate, do highly approve thereof; yet, notwithftanding
the apparent ufefulnefs of fuch undertakings, and that a fimilar inftitution
has met with the approbation and affiftance of the Legiflature heretofore, your
committee are under the neceffity to declare, that, from the prefent fituation
of the finances of -the ftate, they are of opinion that no aid can at this
time be granted to the memorialifts, for the purpofes aforefaid, and beg
leave to fubmit the following refolution, viz.
Refolved,

That the memorial of the

fubfcribers to a plan

for erecting

a

manufactory of cotton in the county of Cumberland, praying for the aid of
the Legiflature, cannot at this time be granted,
Ordered to lie on the table.

The

The committee
*'

ASi

1

^°7

[

appointed for the purpofe reported a

repeal an x acl, entituled

An Act

bill,

entituled

'*

An

and confirming to
" certain perfons, calied Connecticut Claimants, the lands by them claimed
" within the county of Luzerne, and for ether purpofes therein mentioned,"
which was read the firil time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An

" Acl
*'

to

to

**

for afcertaining

enforce tie due collection of the revenues of this
ft ale,

purpofes therein mentioned"

Ordered

On

to lie

on the

which was read the

firft

and for other

time, and

table.

motion,

Ordered, That the committee appointed March 6th, to take into their confideration the prefent flate of the funds arifing from militia fines in the feveral

counties in this flate, and to confer with the Supreme Executive Council
relative to the manner in which the act, entituled " An Ail to ejlablith a board

" of appeal within the feveral counties
" in cafes of militia fines," has been
Whereupon
"
"
"

Mr. Gurney, in his
entituled " An Act

fate, and

grant exonerations
carried into execution, be difcharged

of

this

to

:

place, read a bill, entituled

"

A Supplement to an aft,

to eflabliih a board of appeal within the feveral counof this flate, and to grant exonerations in cafes of militia fines,
enacted the twenty-feventh day of March, one thoufand {even hundred
** and eighty-nine," and, having obtained leave for the purpofe, prefented
the fame to the chair, when it was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of Daniel Rees, read March 1 8th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Lilley and Mr. Maclay,
ties

to report thereon.

The memorial

of the members of the Hebrew congregation of the city
of Philadelphia, read March 1 6th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That Mr. Sickle, Mr. Britton and Mr. Hoge be a committee, to
report thereon.

The report on the petitions of a number of the inhabitants of the county
of Tork, for and againfl a divifion of faid county, read March 5th, was read
Whereupon
the fecond time
It was moved by Mr. Clingan, feconded by Mr. Kennedy,
To poflpone the confideration of the faid report, in order to introduce
the following motion, as a fubftitute, viz.
Whereas a refpectable number of the inhabitants of the weflern part of
Tork county have, by their petition to this AfTembly, fet forth, that they
labour under very confiderable difficulties and inconveniencies,^ in confequence of their being obliged to attend at York-Town as their feat of jullice,
owing to the great dillance many of them are from it, and the crouded fituation of the docquet, whereby they are much difficulted to obtain juflice, &c.
and praying that they may be erected into a new and feparate county: And as
it appears juft and reafonable that the prayer of the faid petitions mould be
Therefore
granted
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, to erect that part of York county included within the following
lines into a feparate county ; beginning on the line of Cumberland county,
:

:

where the road leading from Car life acrofs Did\ Gap
3

G

interfects the faid line

;

thence

8

1

I

io8

]

thence a ftraight courfe to the Conewago creek, oppofite the mouth of Abbott
run ; thence along faid run, fo long as it continues the divifion line between
Paradiji and Berwick townfhips ; thence along the line of Berwick, until it
itrikes the line of Heidleberg townfhip ; thence fouthward, fo as to exclude
Hanover -1 own, to the line dividing York county from Maryland; thence
welt, along laid line, to the Franklin county line ; thence along the faid
line, to the line of Cumberland county, and along the fame to the place of
beginning.
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the pojiponement, for the afore[aid purpofe f"
The Yeas and Nays being called by Mr. Clingan and Mr.

—

—

were

Lilley,

as follow,

viz.

YEAS.
i

Lawrence

YEAS.
18 James Barr,

Sickle,

2 William Rawle,
3 Thomas Paul,
4 'Thomas Britton,

19 James Allifon,
20 Alexander Wright,
2 1 Thomas RyerJ'on,
22 James Mar/hall,
23 John Gilchreejl,
24 James Finley,

5 Elias Boys,
6 fames Bryan,
7 John M'Dowell,
8 Henry Dering,
9 James Cunningham,
io Thomas Clingan,
1
Thomas Kennedy,
12 David Mitchell,
13. Jonathan Hoge,
14 John Moore,
15 Herman Hujband,
1 6 Samuel Maclay,
I
J John Baird,

25
26-

2
3

4
5

28 James M'Cr eight,
29 Obadiah Gore,
30 David Stewart,
31 John Nevil,
32 John Harris,
33

John

Lloyd,
Riley.

NAYS.
14 Thomas

Jacob Hiltzheimer,
Francis Gurney,
Samuel AJhmead,
Gerardus Wynkoop,
Valentine Upp,

Lilley,

15 William Godfrey,

16 John Ludwig,
\y Nicholas Lutz,
Daniel Leinbach,
1
19 Peter Ealer,

20 Conrad Ihrie, jun.
21 Anthony Lerch, jun.
22 Jacob Reiff,

9 James Clemfon,
10 Jacob Erb,
I I

Hugh

34 Richard

6 John Chapman,
7 Richard Thomas,
8 Richard Downing, jun.

1

Johnfton,

John Rhea,
.27 Jacob Miley,

NAYS.
1

James

23 Jonathan Roberts,
24 Benjamin Markley,
25 James Vaux.

Miller,

2 Jacob Schmyfer,

13 John Stewart,

So

it

was carried in the affirmative

Ordered,

The

That the

:

Whereupon

confideration of the faid motion be poftponed.

report on the petition of George Ingels, read

the fecond time

:

March

16th, was read

Whereupon
Refolved,

*°9

I
^

'Refohed,

3

That

feveral aft s of

a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to
amend the
Affembly relative to the infpection of ftaves, heading, boards

and lumber.
Ordered, That the city members be a committee, to bring in a bill
conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The bill, entituled " An Aft to authorfe the Jak of the barracks in the
" borough of Lancafter," was read the third time, and
part confidered bv

m

paragraphs.

That the further confideration thereof be poftponed.
entituled " A further Supplement to the att, entituled " An Act
incorporate the city of Philadelphia," was read the fecond time, and

Ordered,

The

"

to

bill,

confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith publish-

ed for confideration.

The

"

" An Alt

to make provifon for the repairs of Mudwas read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith pubbill,

entituled

Ifland,"

lished for confideration.

The Houfe refumed

the confideration of the bill, entituled " An Acl for
the relief of John Lytle, John Webb and William Murray;" and having
fully confidered the fame by paragraphs,

"

Ordered, That
law.

Adjourned

it

be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

until three o'clock, P.

Eodem

M.

Die.

P.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
TheSergeant-at-Arms attending at the bar with Adam Strieker, agreeably
to the order of this Houfe, March 20th,
On motion of Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Carfon,
Ordered, That Adam Strieker be brought to the bar on Thurfday next, in
the afternoon, and that he remain in cuftody of the Sergeant-at-Arms in the

mean

time.

Agreeably to the order of yefterday, John Nicholfon, Efquire, attended at
the bar, and his Counfel being directed to proceed in their arguments in his
defence
After fome time fpent in hearing their arguments,
The Counfel in behalf of John Nicholfon, Efquire, requefted, that he be
permitted to fhew that the remaining part of the paragraph contained in his
letter to the Houfe of the 16th day of March is ftrictly true, in aflerting that
the member [Conrad Ihrie, junior, Efquire,) had become the inveterate
enemy of the faid John Nicholfon, and that the caufe of that enmity was the
-,

one affigned in that

On the

letter.

—"

—

Will the Houfe hear the Counfel on the faid fit bjeel ?"
the Yeas and Nays being called by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Boys, were
as follow,

queftion,

viz'.

YEAS.
1

Elias Boys,

2 Valentine Upp,
3

James Cunningham,

YEAS.
4 Thomas Kennedy,
5

David

Mitchell,

6 Jonathan Hoge,

Y E A

S.

9
8

3
5
1

[
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YEAS.

]

YEAS.

7 John Ladwig,

17'

Alexander Wright,

8 Nicholas Lutz,

1

J<7*0*r Marfiall,

9 Daniel Leinbach,

1

j^Zvz Gilchreef,

io Anthony Lerch, jun.
1
'John Moore,
12 Herman Hufband,
Samuel Mac lay,
1
jfa/6;z
Baird,
14
James Barr,
1
j 6 James Allifon,

NAYS.

20 James Fin ley,
21 James Johvjlon.,

22

j^»

Rhea,

Miley,
James M'Cr eight,

23 Jacob

24

25 Obadiah Gore,
2.6

John Nevil.

-

E.w']
COUNC LL,

In

7

5

Philadelphia,

March

lid,

1790.

R,

HAVE

the honor to tranfmit to you, for the information cf the Genea letter from His Excellency the Prefident of the United
States, refpecting the mifchiefs which have been done for feveral years pad
in the county of Wafnngton, in this ftate.

I

ral

Aflembly,

/ have

the honor to be,

With

the greatejl refpecl,

Tour

mofi obedient

and moji humble fervant,

THOMAS MIFFLIN.
Honorable Richard Peters, Efquire,
Speaker of the General Affiembly.

And

the enclofure was alfo read.

Ordered to

on the

lie

table.

Petitions from a number of the inhabitants of Bucks county were read,
praying they may be exonerated from the payment of quit-rents, fo far as
they relate to the Proprietary tenths or manors.

Ordered

on the

to lie

The committee
" An Ail

in

table.

appointed for the purpofe reported a

bill,

favour of John Churchman," which was read the

entituled
firft

time,

and
Ordered to

The

man Congregation
March 19th, was
Ordered, That
report thereon.

The
"
"

on the

lie

table.

Deacons of the Reformed Gerborough
of Reading, in the county of Berks, read
the

petition of the Trustees, Elders and

bill,

in

read the fecond time.
it

be referred to

entituled

Mr. Chapman, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Lutz,

" An Acl for

to

altering a certain claufe in the charter of

for the relief of the ividows and children of Clergymen of the
Prote/tant Epijcopa! church in the United States of America," was read the
the corporation

third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engrolfed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

law.

members of

the religious fociety called Seventh-day
Baptijis, and others on their behalf, read March 16th, was read the fecond

The

petition of the

time.

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Clingan, Mr. Marjloall and Mr. Riley,
to report thereon.
The petition of Blackall William Ball, read yefterday, was read the fecond
time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Gurney, Mr. Maclay and Mr. Lloyd,
to report thereon.
The bill, entituled " An Acl for compenfating Laughlin M'Cartney, and
<(
others therein mentioned, for fupplies by them furnijhed the civil officers of
" Northumberland county in the year one tboufand feven hundred and evenly

f

«f

five,"

was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
2

H

Ordered,

212
That

Ordered,
law.

]

be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enabled into a

it

" An A5l to reduce the tax upon writs i/fucd out of the
" County Court of Common Pleas of Philadelphia county, during the time therein

The

"

bill,

entituled

was read the fecond time, and conlidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publifh-

limited,

ed for coniideration.

The

bill,

" An Aft for further enlarging the time limited by the
An Adt for facilitating the redemption of the bills of crethe year one thoufand {even hundred and eighty-one, and

entituled
**

tc

acl,

entituled

lc

dit

emitted in

"

for

redeeming part of the funded debt of this ftate, for extending the time
for patenting lands which were located before the declaration of indepen" dency, and for giving a right of pre-emption to a&ual fettlers for procurn ing warrants for the lands by them occupied," was read the third time,
and in part conlidered by paragraphs.

"

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be poftponed.
The report of the committee on the petitions of 895 inhabitants of the
county of Mifflin, &c. read March 15th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered,

The

That

the further confideration thereof be poftponed.

number of

the inhabitants of Potters and Bald-Eagle
townfhips, in the county of Mifflin, read yefterday, were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Chapman, Mr. Cunningham, Mr.
Carfon, Mr. Harris and Mr. Lloyd, to report thereon.
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of Potter 's and Upper BaldEagle townfhips, in the county of Mifflin, read yefterday, was read the fecond
petitions of a

time.
Ordered,

That

it

be referred to the

laft

named committee,

to

report

thereon.

A

motion was made by Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Downing, and adopt-

ed, as follows, viz.

Whereas there appears to be a confiderable difference between the ftatement exhibited to a late Houfe of Affembly by the Comptroller-General of
this ftate,

to this

on the 4th day of November, 1788, and the ftatement exhibited

Houfe by the Regifter-General on the 30th day of September, 1789,

by virtue of an act of Affembly enacted the firft day of June, 1780, and an acl; of Affembly enabled the feventh day of April, 1781
Refolved, That the committee of accounts be directed to enquire what
number and amount of the faid bills remain unredeemed, and report fpecially thereon to this Houfe.
On motion,
Ordered, That Mr. Ealer be added to the committee appointed February
on that part of the meffage of Council which refpedts the navigation
1 2th,
of the rivers Delaware, Schuylkill and Sufquehanna.
relative to certain bills of credit emitted

:

Adjourned until three o'clock, P.

M.

Eodem Die.
The Houfe met

P.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.
A petition from William Buckley and Richard Wells was read, remonftrating
againft the act, entituled " An Atl for the infpettion of fiinglesf and praying

C
ing the fame may be revifed, fo far
they now have on hand.
Ordered to lie on the table.

2I 3

3

as refpefts the

vending of ihingles which

The bill, entituled " An ASl to reform the penal laws of this fate" was
read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publifhed for confederation.

The Houfe refumed
"
"

the confideration of the

bill,

entituled

"

An

ASl

to

authorife the fale of the barracks in the borough
of Lancaster, and the lot or
lots on which they are creeled, and
for other purpofes therein mentioned;"

and having fully confidered the fame by paragraphs,
Ordered, That it be engrolfed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
•law.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

Thurfday^

to-morrow, A. M,

March

25,

1790.

A. M,

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
divers inhabitants of the county of Dauphin was read,
praying a ium of money may be granted to repair the road leading from
Grubb's old furnace to his forge.

A

petition

from

Ordered to lie on the table.
letter from Sharp Delany, Efq; late Collector of the cufloras of this
ftate, was prefented to the chair, and read, flaring, that the letter from the
Comptroller-General of the 15th infiant, charging him with being " much
" in arr ear with his accounts," is erroneous; and requeuing this Houfe to
direct the committee of accounts, or any other committee they may think
proper to appoint, to hear him and the Comptroller-General on the faid fubject; and on motion, and by ipecial order, the fame was read the fecond

A

time.

A

motion was made by Mr. Gurney, feconded by Mr. Wynkoop,
refer the faid letter, together with the letter from the ComptrollerGeneral, to the committee of accounts.
On the queftion, " Shall the faid letters be referred to the committee of

To

—

*'

accounts?"

was carried in the negative.
The report on the petitions of a number of the inhabitants of Bedford
county, read March 17th, was read the fecond time: Whereupon
Refolved, That the petitioners of the county of Bedford, praying for an
exoneration from militia fines, have leave to withdraw their petitions.
The Houfe refumed the confideration of the morion made March 23d, by
Mr. Clingan, feconded by Mr. Kennedy, refpecting a divifion of the county
It

of York.
A motion was then made by Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Lloyd,
To poftpone the faid motion, in order to introduce the following refolution,

viz.

That the confideration of the motion before the Houfe be poftponed, and that the Clerk of this Houfe caufe a copy of the refolution propofed in the faid motion to be printed, for the fpace of two months,
fuccefiively, in the news-paper publifhed in the bofcugh of York, and alfo
in the news-paper publifhed in the borough of Carli/le ; to the end that the
people
Refolved,

—

3

9
51

[

*H

%

i
j

people interefted therein may be notified thereof, and give to the Houfe the
neceflary information on the iubjecr, at their next feffion.
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the pofponement, for the aforel(
faid purpofe t"
It was carried in the negative.
The refolution contained in the motion made by Mr. Clingan, feconded
by Mr. Kennedy, being then under confideration, viz.
Rejolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be -enacted
into a law, to erect that part of York county included within the following
lines into a feparate county; beginning on the line of Cumberland county,
where the road leading from Carlijle acrofs Dill's Gap interfects the faid line;
thence a ftraight courle to the Conewago creek, oppofite the mouth ot Abbot'
run; thence along faid run, fo long as it continues the divilion line between
Paradife and Berwick townfhips ; thence along the line of Berwick, until it
flrikes the line of He'idleberg townfbip ; thence fouthward, fo as to exclude
Hanover -Town, to the line dividing York county from Maryland ; thence
weft, along faid line, to the Franklin county line
thence' along the faid line
to the line of Cumberland county, and along the fame to the place of beginning.
;

—

—

On the queftion,
" Will the Houfe agree to the fame?" The Yeas and
.Nays being called by Mr. Lillcy and Mr. Clingan, were as follow, viz.

YEAS.

YEAS.
j

Lawrence

2

William Rawle,

1

3

Thomas Britton,

19 Alexander Wright,

4

Elias Boys,

20 Thomas Ryerfon,
2
James Mar/hall,
22 John Gilchreejl,

Sickle,

5 fames Bryan,
6 John M'Dowell,

7 Henry Dering,
8 James Cunningham,
9 Thomas Clingan,
Thomas Kennedy,
I o
I I

David

Mitchell,

12 Jonathan Hoge,
John Mjore,
1
14 Herman Htfband,
1
5 Samuel Maclay,
16 John Baird,

NAYS.

1

Jacob Hiltzheimer,

2 Francis
3

4
5
6

7
8

Gumey,

Samuel Afhmead,
Thomas Paul,
Gerardus Wynkoop,
Valentine Upp,
John Chapman,
Richard Thomas,
Richard Downing, jun.

9
10 James Clemfon >
1 1 Jacob Erb,

17 James Barr,
8

2.^

James

James

Allifon,

Finley,

24 James Johnfon,
J°bn Rhea,

25

26 Jacob

Miley,

27 James M'Creight,
28 David Stewart,
29" John Nevil,
30 John Harris,
3

1

32

I

2

Hugh

Lloyd,

Richard

Riley.

NAYS.
John

Miller,

1
3 Jacob Schmyfer,
14 John Stewart,
Thomas Lilley,
1

16 William Godfrey,
iy John Ludwig,
Nicholas Lutz,
1 8
Daniel Leinbacb,
1
20 Peter Paler,
21 Conrad Ihrie, jun.
22 Anthony Lerch, jun.

NAYS.

5

1

C

«s

1

NAY

NAYS.
23 John White,
24 J^fo3 -R«^i
25 Jonathan Roberts,
26 Benjamin Markley,
So

it

was carried

Ordered, That
tee, to bring in a

27

28 j^/z Car/on,
29 Qbadiah Gore.

in the affirmative,

Mr. Clingan, Mr.

J ames Vaux,

jf.

and the refolution adopted.
Stewart and Mr.

be a commitconformably to the foregoing refoluiton.
The bill, entituled " An Aft to repeal an aft, entituled " An A<fl for af" certaining and confirming to certain peribns, called Connecticut Claimants,
*' the lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for
other
" purpofes therein mentioned," was read the fecond time.

And

#<?§•<?

bill

following paragraph, viz.
Be it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Reprefentatives of
the Freemen of the commonwealth of Pennjylvania, in General Affembly
met, and by the authority of the fame, That the acl:, entituled " An
in conlidering the

A&

" for afcertaining and confirming to certain perfotis, called Connecticut Claim" ants, the lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for other
" purpofes therein mentioned," be, and the fame is hereby repealed and all
;

proceedings had under faid adl are hereby rendered void, and declared to be
null and of no effect, as if faid act had never been enacted, any thing in the
fame to the contrary notwithstanding.
It was moved by Mr. Gurney, feconded by Mr. Gore,
To infert, after the word " That," the words " fo much of;" and after
the words " therein mentioned," the following, viz. *' as refpeSls lands, the
" titles to which were derived under warrants or grants to Pennfylvania Claim" ants, dated before the decree of the court of the United States at Trenton."
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the fame ?"
It was carried in the negative.
motion was then made by Mr. Maclay, feconded by Mr. Mitchell,
To infert, after the words " of no effecl," the following, viz. " and all

—

A

"

and claims which might be fuppofed to be affeSled by faid a£l are hereby
re-vejled in the former owners, in as full and ample a manner,'"
On the quertion, " Will the Houfe agree to the faid amendment ?" the
Yeas and Nays being called by Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Baird, were as foltitles

"

-

—

—

low, viz.

YEAS.

YEAS.
Francis Gurney,
Thomas Paul,
3 Thomas Brit ton,
1

2

4 Elias Boys,
5 Gerardus Wynkoop,
6 Valentine Upp,

7 John Chapman,
8 James Bryan,
9 John M'Dowell,
10 James Clemfon,
1
James Cunningham,

12 Jacob Erb,

13 John Miller,

14 Thomas Clingan,
Jacob Schmyfer,
1
16 John Stewart,
j Thomas Lilley,
William Godfrey,
19 Thomas Kennedy,
1

1

8

20 David Mitchell,
21 Jonathan Hoge,
22 John Ludwig,
2 3 Nicholas Lutz,
24 Daniel Leinbach,

YEAS.

C

«6

YEAS.
Z5
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

]

YEAS.

Peter Ea/er,

37

Conrad Ihrie, jun.
Anthony Lerch, jun.
j^/z Moore,

38 James Johnfon,
39 j^iw Rhea,

Herman Hujband,

41 James Vaux,

Samuel

Mac lay,

j^/w JVbite,
^oiw Baird,

33 "James Barr,

34 James

Allifon,

35 Alexander Wright,
36 James Mar/hall,

NAYS.

y<j$?z Gilchree/l,

42

j^zco^ Miley,

43

y<?/6?z

44.

James M'Cr eight,

Carfon,

45 David Stewart,
46 ^0^72 Harris,
47 iy^-6 Lloyd.

1

[

"7

YEAS.

YEAS.

John Ludwig,

2

35

22 Nicholas Lutz,
23 Daniel Leinbach,

36

24

38

^7

fVjfcr &j/*r,

25 Conrad Ihrie, jun.
26 Anthony Lerch, jun.

27

39

James

41 Benjamin Mar kley,
42 j^w^f P*s#,

43

Allifon,

33 Alexander Wright,

34 !T/6ow^ Ryerfon,

Lawrence

NAYS.

4 Samuel AJhmead,
5 Richard Thomas,
it

And

was determined

Miley,

6 Richard Downing, jun.
7 Jonathan Roberts,
8 Obadiah Gore,

Sickle,

2 jfoco^ Hiltzheimer,
3 William Raw le,

So

y^
hn

Carfan,
44 J
45 James MCreight,
46 David Stewart,
47 y £« /for™,
48 fl*g£ L/oyrf'.

NAYS.
1

James Marjhall,
John Gilchreejl,
James F inley,
James John/on,
John Rhea,

40 jfo«^ ifo^i

y<?/6« .Miwrv,

28 Samuel Mac lay,
29 yo£« tiPftfr*,
30 3^i« £*/></,
31 James Barr,
32.

]

1

9 yo/6« Afa-y//,
o Richard Riley.

in the affirmative.

the faid bill having been fully confidered by paragraphs,

Ordered,

That

it

be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

lifhed for confideration.

Adjourned

until three o'clock, P.

M.

Eodem Die.

P.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
Agreeably to the order of the Houfe, Adam Strieker was brought to the
bar by the Sergeant-at-Arms ; and being called upon to anfwer whether he
was ready to proceed in his defence, named Mr. Fijher and Mr. Sergeant as
his Counfel.

The Houfe

A

then heard the Counfel in behalf of the prifoner.
motion was made by Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Faux, as follows,

viz.

Whereas the Legiflature of this rtate is confiitutionally inverted with all the
powers " neceffary for the Legislature of a free ftate, or commonwealth :"
Refolved, That the power of protecting its members from arrefts during a
and in going to and returning from the fame, in all cafes, except
treafon, felony, and breach of the peace, is neceffary for the Legiflature of a
free ftate, and is therefore vefted in the Legiflature of this ftate.
Refolved, That this Houfe, being inverted with fuch powers in truft only
for the benefit of the people reprefented in the Legiflature, and to fecure
their happinefs and fafety, ought at no time to prevent the courfe of public juftice, or fupport any of its members in oppofition thereto; and, upon
feflion,

petition

;

[

ai8

]

from any perfon aggrieved, will, if the cafe fhall fo require, grant
leave to proceed at law againft any fuch members.
Refohed, That Conrad Ihrie, junior, Efquire, a member of this Houfe,
having been arrefted during the feflion, not being charged with treafon,
felony, or a breach of the peace, and without application to this Houfe for
leave to proceed againft him, be forthwith discharged from fuch arreft
and that the Speaker of the Houfe do write a letter to the Sheriff of the
county of Philadelphia, fignifying the pleafure of the Houfe in the premifes.
Rejohed, That Adam Strieker be diicharged from the cuftody of the Sergeant-at-Arms. Whereupon
A motion was made by Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Wright,
petition

To
On
It

A

poftpone the confideration of the above refolutions.
the queftion,

was carried in the negative.
motion was then made by Mr. Rhea, feconded by Mr. Finley,

To

adjourn.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

Friday,

to-morrow, A.

March

26,

M.

1790.

A. M.

The Houfe met
The committee

purfuant to adjournment.
appointed March 24th, on the feveral petitions of the inhabitants of Potter's and Bald-Eagle townfhips, in the county of Mifflin,

which was read, as follows, viz.
committee,
to whom were referred the petitions figned by a number
The
of the inhabitants of Potter's and Bald-Eagle townfhips, in the county of
Mifflin, for and againft the faid townfhips being re-annexed to Northumber-

made

report,

land county, report^
That they do not find any thing in the faidpetitions, that induces them to
They
alter their opinions ftated in their late report on the fame fubjedl
the
following
fubmit
refolution, viz.
therefore
Refolved, That the petitioners from Potter's and Bald-Eagle townfhips, in
the county of Mifflin, for and againft the faid townfhips being re-annexed to
Northumberland county, have leave to withdraw their petitions.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" At~l for creeling part of the county of York into a feparate county," which
:

was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
A letter from the Comptroller-General, refpefting the accounts of Conrad
Ihrie, Efq; was read, with fundry enclofures, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
A letter from Sharp Delany, Efq; late Collector of the Cuftoms of this
ftate, was read, ftating certain contradictory affertions contained in the letter
from the Comptroller-General of the 15th inftant, charging faid Delany with
being much in arrear with his accounts.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The motion made yefterday by Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Faux, recurring, agreeably to order; and the following refolution being under confideration, viz.
Refolved,

I

2I 9

]

Refoked, That the power of protecting its members from arrefts during a
and in going to and returning from the fame, in all cafes, except
treafon, felony, and breach of the peace, is neceflary for the Legiflature
of a
free ftate, and is therefore vefted in the Legiflature of this ftate.
feflion,

A

motion was made by Mr. Finley, feconded by Mr. Baird, to infert, after
the word " breach," the words " and furety."
On the queftion,— » Will the Hottfe agree to the amendment ?"— the Yeas and
Nays being called by Mr. Gurney and Mr. Ryerfon, were as follow, viz.

Y E A

S.

3
1
5

111

c
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YEA

YEAS.
7 Thomas Britton,

S.

2

William Godfrey,

Gerardus Wynkoop,

22

Pf/t'r Eater,

9 John Chapman,
io 'James Bryan,
1
Richard Thomas,
12 Richard Downing, jun.
j^/z M'Dowell,
1
14 James Clemfon,
Henry Tiering,
1

23

y<?/6/z

8

16

Jac^ Er^,

20 Thomas

White,

24 Thomas Ryerfon,
25 >™4 fl^p;
26 Jonathan Roberts,
27 Benjamin Markley,
28 James Faux,
.29

yo^/z Car/on,

30 Obadiah Gore,

17 jfo&« Miller,
18 Jacob Schmyfer,
19 j^£# Stewart,

David Stewart,
32 Hugh Lloyd,
3

33 Richard Riley.

Lilley,

NAY
j^w

NAYS.
1

2 Valentine Upp,

James Cunningham,
4 Thomas Cling an,
5 Thomas Kennedy,

S,

Baird,
15
16 James Barr,

3

17 James Allifon,
18 Alexander Wright,

6 David Mitchell,
7 Jonathan Hoge,

20

Ludwig,
8
9 Nicholas Lutz,
y<?/6/z

o Daniel Leinbach,
II Anthony Lerch, jun.
12 j^oiiw Moore,
13 Herman Hujband,
14 Samuel Maclay,
I

So

]

it

was carried

19 James Mar/ljall,
^<?Z>« Gilchreef,

James Finley,
22 James Johnfon,
23 j^/6« JR^z,
24 y«<ro^ Miley,
25 James M'Cr eight,
2

26 yoZ>« Nevil,
2 7 ^0^/7 Harris,

in the affirmative.

The

fecond refolution being under confideration, to,
That this Houfe, being inverted with fuch powers in truft only
for the benefit of the people reprefented in the Legiflature, and to fecure
their happinefs and fafety, ought at no time to prevent the courfe of public juftice, or fupport any of its members in opposition thereto; and, upon
petition from any perfon aggrieved, will, if the cafe fhall fo require, grant
leave to proceed at law againft any fuch members.
It was moved by Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Paul,
To infert, after the word " will," the words " as a matter of right"
On the queilion, " Will the Houfe agree to the amendment ?" the Yeas
Refolved,

—

—

and Nays being called by Mr. D. Stewart and Mr. Thomas, were

as

fol-

low, viz.

YEAS.
Lawrence

YEAS.

2 Jacob Hiltzheimer,
3 William Rawle,

Samuel Ajlimead,
6 Thomas Paul,
7 Thomas Britton,

4 Francis Gurney,

8 Elias Boys,

1

Sickle,

5

YEAS.

5
6

1
31

C
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YEAS.

]

YEAS.
j^w

9 Gerardus Wynkoop,
10 Valentine Upp,

34 Herman Hujband,

1

John Chapman,
12 James Bryan,

35 j^Zw White,
36 y<?<f« Baird,

Richard Thomas,
Richard
Downing, jun.
14

37 James

33

1

7<?/&«

1

M< Dow ell,

40 James Mar/hall,
41 j^-6/z Gilchreejl,
42 James John/on,

19 Jacob Erb,

3^«

Allifon,

38 Alexander Wright,

39 Thomas Ryerfon,

James Clem/on,
17 Henry Dering,
18 James Cunningham,
1

20

Moore,

43 ?«»* &<#;
44 Jonathan Roberts,

Miller,

zi Thomas Clingan,
22 Jacob Schmyfer,

45 Benjamin Markley,
46 James Vaux,

2 3 jfr^» Stewart,

47 ^W^ Miley,
48 y^z Car/on,
49 James M' Creight,
50 Obadiah Gore,

24 Thomas LiIley,
25 William Godfrey,
26 Thomas Kennedy,
27 Jonathan Hoge,
28 y^/z Ludwig,
29 Nicholas Lutz,
30 Daniel Leinbach,

51

Peter Ealer,
32 Anthony Lerch, jun.

NAYS.
David

it

was carried

54 //#£•£ Lloyd,
55 Richard Riley.

NAYS.
3 James Barr,
4 y^^ &&«»•

Mitchell,

2 Samuel Maclay,

So

':,

Nevil,

52
53 j^7z Harris,

3

1

David Stewart

j^w

in the affirmative.

A

motion was then made by Mr. 7?^, feconded by Mr. Wright,
To take two feparate queftions on the faid refolution, in manner following, w'z.

Refohed, That this Houfe, being inverted with fuch powers in trufl: only
for the benefit of the people repreiented in the Legiflature, and to fee u re their
happinefs and fafety, ought at no time to prevent the courfe of public juftice,
or iupport any of its members in opposition thereto.
On the queftion, " Will the Houje agree to the jirjl part of the faid refolu-

—

tion?"
It

was carried

And on

in the affirmative.

the queftion,
?"
viz.
refolution

—

—"

Will the Houfe agree

to the

fecond part of the faid

pe-tition from any perfon aggrieved, will, as a matter of right,
cafe
fhall
fo require, grant leave to proceed at law againfl any fuch
the
if

And, upon

members.

The Yeas and Nays

being called by Mr. Wright and Mr. Gurney, were as

follow, viz.

YEAS.
1

Lawrence

Sickle,

2 Jacob Hiltzheimer,

3 William Rawle,

YEAS.
4 Francis Gurney,
5 Samuel Ajhmead,
6 Thomas Paul,

YEAS.

6
8

653

.
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[

]

YEAS.

YEAS.

7 Thomas Britton,
8 Gerardus Wynkoop,
9 Valentine Upp,
i o
'John Chapman,
1 1
James Bryan,
Richard Thomas,
j 2
j 3 Richard Downing, j u n
1 4 J<?£k M'Dowell,
1

5

1

22 William Godfrey,
23 Peter Ealer,

24

James Clemfon,
Henry Dering,

j^/z Car/on,
32 James M'Cr eight,
3

ij Jacob Erb,

><£«

1

Thomas

34 David Stewart,
35 i7//g-Z> Lloyd,
36 Richard Riley.

Lilley,

N A Y

NAYS.

S.

•

Samuel Maclay,
j^;z
Baird,
14
James Barr,
1
1
James Allifon,

Elias Boys,

1

1

James Cunningham,
3 Thomas Clingan,
4 Thomas Kennedy,
2

5 David Mitchell,
6 Jonathan Hoge,

17 Alexander Wright,
18 ytf/;w Marjljall,

7 John Ludwig,
8 Nicholas Lutz,
9 Daniel Leinbach,
10 Anthony Lerch, jun.
1 1
y<?/6/z Moore,
12 Herman Hujband,
So

A

it

was carried

1

33 Obadiah Gore,

Aftfrri

19 Jacob Schmyfer,
20 y<?i)« Stewart,
21

j^/>« Wfyttt

25 Thomas Ryerfon,
26 Jacob Reiff,
27 Jonathan Roberts,
28 Benjamin Markley,
29 James Vaux,
30 Jacob Miley,

19 y^zz Gilchreejl,
20 James Fin ley,
2 1 James Johnfon,
22 y<j/6?z 2?/6ra,

23

y<j^/z

24

y^/j/z

Nevil,
Harris.

in the affirmative.

motion was made by Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Wright,

To

postpone the confideration of the third resolution contained in the faid
motion of Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. /^zmr, in order to introduce the fol-

lowing fefolution, ms.
Refohed,

That the

privileges of

members of

the Legiflature lhall not
of the peace being required of fuch
members, for matters arifing after the end of any feffion thereof, or where,
for want of information, the party could not make application to the Houfe
while in feffion.
On the queflion, " Will the Houfe agree to the poflponement, for the afore" faid purpofe ?"
,

henceforward extend to prevent

lureties

—

It

was carried

The

in the affirmative,

and the refolution adopted.

third refolution then recurring, viz.

Refohed, That Conrad Ihrie, junior, Efquire, a member of this Houfe,
having been arreted during this feffion, not being charged with treafon,
felony, or a breach of the peace, and without application to this Houfe for
leave to proceed againft him, be forthwith ditbharged from fuch arrefi: ;
and that the Speaker of the Houfe do write a letter to the Sheriff of the
county of PLUadslpbsa, f:gnifying the pleafure of the Houfe in the premifes.

On

6
11

1

[

—"

On

the queftion,
being called by

Nays

22 3

]

Will the Houfe agree

Mr. Rhea and Mr.

Lawrence

18 Thomas Clingan,

Sickle,

19 Jacob Schmyfr,
20 y<j/w Stewart,
2
Thomas Lilley,
22 William Godfrey,
23 P<?/£r Ealer,
24 j^/z White,
25 Thomas Ryerfon,
26 ^tfffl^ ^^>
27 Jonathan Roberts,
28 Benjamin Markley,
29 James Vaux,
30 y0/6# Car/on,
31 Obadiah Gore,

William Rawle,
6
4 Francis Gurney,
5 Samuel Aflimead,
6 Thomas Paul,

7 Thomas Britton,
Gerardus Wynkoop,

9 John Chapman,
io James Bryan,

Richard Thomas,
12 Richard Downing, jun.

1

13 John M'Dowell,
14 James Clem/on,

32 David Stewart,

15 Henry Dering,
Jacob Erb,

1
1

33

NAYS.
Elias Boys,

19

8 Nicholas Lutz,
9 Daniel Leinbach,

10 Anthony Lerch, jun.
yo/6» Moore,
1
12 Herman Hujband,
13 Samuel Maclay,

Refolved,

j^«

23 Jacob Miley,

24 James M'Cr eight,
25

3^ w

Nevil,

26 y^/z Harris.

in the affirmative.

That y/^/«

Strieker be difcharged

geant-at-Arms.

Which was

Gilchreejl,

20 James Fin ley,
21 James John/on,
22 3^« Rhea,

7 John Ludwig,

was carried

Riley.

14 jfc/6« Baird',
15 James Barr,
16 James Allifon,
17 Alexander Wright,
18 James Mar/hall,

5 David Mitchell,
6 Jonathan Hoge,

it

Lloyd,

NAYS.

2 Valentine Upp,
Cunningham,
3 James
4 Thomas Kennedy,

So

Hugh

34 Richard

j John Miller,

1

— the Yeas and

YEAS.

2 "Jacob Hiltzheimer,

8

the fame ?"

Mafoall, were as follow, viz.

YEAS.
I

to

from the cuftody of the Ser,

accordingly done.

Adjourned until three o'clock, P.

M.

Eodem Die.

P.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.
Agreeably to the order of the Houfe of the 23d inftant, J<?/£tf Nicholfon, Efq;
appearing at the bar,
A motion was made by Mr. £*w/<?, feconded by Mr. F2nw, in the follow-

The Houfe met

ing
6 words,

;

v&.
3

L

,

Refolved

[
Refolved,

That John

Nicbolfon,

224

]

Efq; {landing

at

the bar of this Houfe,

be reprimanded by the Speaker for his conduct, in imputing to a member of
the Houfe, acting in the difcharge of the duties of his ftation, motives (uppoled to arile from perfonal enmity; and, in confideration that the faid John
Nicho/fon hath fince declared that he intended no' difrefpect thereby to the
Houfe, that he be difcharged without further proceedings.

was then, on motion of Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Lewis,
Ordered, That the confideration of the faid motion be poftponed until Tuesday next, in the afternoon, and that it be the order for that day.
It

REASONS
ift.

of

DISSENT.

13 E C A U S E we apprehend that the peace of the commonwealth,
fj and the protection of the citizens in their perfons and property

firft law of fociety, the great end for which governand the primary object of all municipal regulations ;
that no Legiflature therefore has the right, and, as we believe, none before
the prefent ever affumed the power, of holding themfelves exempt from the
rule of peaceable demeanor to their fellow-citizens, on which the exiftence
of the community depends, and which extends alike to the higheft citizen
and the loweft, without any difference or exception ; that the diflinction,
now arbitrarily made by this .Houfe, between an actual breach of the peace
by a member of Affembly, and the demand of furety of the peace from fuch
member, on a well-grounded apprehenfion of danger, fu.pported by fufficient
teftimony on oath, in our opinions, is not warranted either by reafon or law.
In point of reafon, we are convinced that the actual ^breach of the peace, by
a blow, is many times the effect of fudden infirmity, and is repented of as
foon as committed ; whereas that lurking malice, which fometimes detects
itfelf by threats, and. fometimes by other circumifances, is often more dangerous to the community, and more alarming to the individual, efpecially
As
if it fhould be difcovered in a man of a. known mifchievous difpofition.
the refolutions of the Houfe now {land, the flightefi; affault, the rafhnefs of
a moment, (hall ouft the member of privilege; and yet, if the member
{land detected in an attempt to burn a houfe, or to commit murder, even by
poifon, the pretended privilege of this Houfe will protect him, until the

from violence,

ment was

is

the

instituted,

Houfe is petitioned for leave to the magiftrate to prevent mifchief. We are
by no means convinced thatthefe difficulties are obviated by that part of the
refolutions, which declares " that the Houfe, upon petition from any per" fon aggrieved, will, as a matter of right, if the cafe mail fo require, grant
" leave to proceed at law againft any fuch members ;!• for, befides that the
danger may in'fome cafes be fo imminent and fudden, that there will not be
time for an application to the Houfe, as, for inftance, in the night-time,
or in the interval of an adjournment, we cannot but add, that the refolution, at the fame time that it fpeaks of the Houfe granting leave, " as a
" matter of right," by adding the words, " if the cafe {hall lb require," reduces it at laft to a matter of difcretion, which it is in the power of the
Houfe to grant or refufe; and we cannot apprehend that the citizens of this
flate hold their right of protection from the laws, to their perfons and property, at the will even of the Houfe ol Affembly, efpecially when ,we reflect
that hereafter, under the new conllitution, one branch, the half or the third
part of the Legiflature, may be led, from the precedent now fet, to claim and
exercife

'

[
exercife

the fame difcretionary
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power over the

and property of their
day can pombly forefee to what degrees of wanton abufe this precedent may be extended in time to come.
There is hardly any thing fo ridiculous, or fo wicked, as not to find its parallel among the inftances of privilege claimed and exercifed by the
Ufa
Houfes of Parliament ; nor is there any thing too horrible to be feared, in
future times, from a power of acting at difcretion, under the impulfes of
party rage and faction, which are too apt to prevail in a free commonfellow-citizens

;

and no

man

lives

at this

Em

wealth.

We believe the difcretionary power, now for the fird time aflumed by the
Houfe, of extending, or refufing privilege, upon the fpur of the occafion,
may be a dangerous fource of corruption in the Legiflature, and dedroy the
independence of its members.
In the exercife of this authority the virtuous
may be given up to improper and vexatious fuits, even in civil cafes, when
at a didance from home; or the unprincipled and violent may be fcreened
from judice, to the terror of the citizens, according as it may promote the
defigns or ferve the interefts of a majority.
In point of law, we apprehend that the quedion is plain and eafy.
Our
Legiflature very early adopted the common law of England, which, adverting
to the great law of fociety already mentioned, in the fulled and cleared
•terms entitles
juftly feared,

the fubject to protection from violence, either threatened or
whether from members of the Legiflature or from others; and

we

accordingly find that, in Great-Britain, Peers of the realm and memHoufe of Commons are, and ever have been, held to give furety
of the peace, as often as it is legally required, without any interruption from
the claim of privilege; and we find their Judges invariably dating the law
to be, that there is no privilege of Parliament in any cafe, where furety of
the peace is required.
In that country we are convinced that the claims of
privilege, at lead in former times, have been carried quite too far; and yet no
indance has been adduced to {hew, that either the Houfe of Lords or the
Houfe of Commons in England has ever interpofed, to prevent their members from being arreded in any one of that multitude of cafes wherein furety
wifh not to carry our claims further
of the peace has been required.
on this head, than they have carried theirs.
cannot confent to deprive our fellow-citizens of the benefit of the common law, or to unhinge what we confider as the fundamental principle of fociety, by dedroying that right of peace and fecurity, which belongs to every man in a date
And we proted againd the prefent refolutions of the
of government.
Houfe, which, as far as they can do, have dedroyed the protection of the
citizen, and have refGued a member of this Houfe from the hands of the
law, leaving him at liberty to execute his threats of violence againd a fellowcitizen, and leaving that citizen dripped of the protection of the law, and
fubject to thofe very evils and dangers, which men left the date of nature
dread the effects of wrong preceand joined together in fociety to avoid.
think it our duty to bear our tedimony
dents and pernicious examples.
againd them, and to convince thofe who are to follow us, that we have not
joined in the claim now afferted by a majority of this Houfe, the claim of a
privilege of doing mifchief without the power of controul or prevention
bers of the

We

We

We

We

by law.
2d.
ithe

We

think the idea of a petition being neceffary to be prefented to
to their difcretion, previous to the exacting fecu-

Houfe, and fubmitted

rity
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member,

is a novelty;
and therefore, befides the
conlidered
ariiing
as
after the fact.
Few
objections already
people, in this enlightened age, need to be warned of the dangerous nature
The conftitution of the United States exprefly forof ex pojl facto laws.
to enact laws ex pojl faclo, and the whole world
ftates
the
bids any one cf
feems convinced of their unreafonablenefs and injuftice. Yet this Houfe, by

ritv

cf the peace from

a

ftated,

may be

introducing a new rule after the fact, have condemned a proceeding, which,
at the time of the fad, was juft and right, and perfectly confonant to law.
And the Judge who iffued the warrant in the prefent cafe, by a rule made
now for the firft time, after the iffuing of the warrant, is, in effect, declared
to have done wrong in obeying his oath of office, which requires him to deIf the rule were ever fo jufl
cide according to the known law of the land.
and proper (which we neverthelefs folemnly deny) yet it ought not to have
retrofpected to the prefent meafure. For this reafon alfo we diffent. And we
cannot but add, that we think it more efpecially our duty to be thus plain
and full in protefting againft thefe meafures, and in ftating our reafons for fo
doing, at a time when the right of enquiring into, and complaining of, and
petitioning, and remonftrating againft the proceedings in this Houfe, by the
people out of the Houfe (a right we confider as moft facredly confirmed to
every citizen by the exprefs words of the conftitution) is brought into
queition ; fo that many worthy citizens, who are not members of this
Houfe, may be difcouraged from exercifing that freedom of fpeaking, and
writing, and printing on the proceedings of the government, which the
conftitution requires of them as their duty.

Thomas Kennedy,
John Rhea,
John Gilchreejl,'
John Ludwig,
James Fmley,

James Marjhall,
John Moore,

David Mitchell,
James Barr,

James Allijon,
James Cunningham,
James John/on,

Alexander Wright,
Vale?itine Upp,
Jonathan Hoge,

Samuel Maclay,

John Baird,
John Nevil,
Adjourned

until ten o'clock

Saturday,
The Houfe met

A

John Harris,
Daniel Leinbach.

to-morrow, A.

March

27,

M.

1790.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from Lewis Prahl was read, of a fimilar tenor with his petition
prefented to the late Houfe of Aflembly Augujl 31ft laft ; and on motion,
and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Gumey, Mr. Upp and Mr. Gore, to
petition

report thereon.

The committee appointed February 12th, on that part of the MefTage
from Council, which refpedts the navigation of the rivers Delaware, Schuylkill and Sufquehanna, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred that part of the Meffage of the
Prefident and Supreme Executive Council, which relates to the reports of the

Com-

I

"7

J

Commiffioners appointed to view the Delaware, the Schuylkill and the Sufauehanna, in pursuance of the ad of Affembly enaded the twenty- eighth day of
September laft, beg leave to report,
That the furveys direded appear to have been made with great care, accuracy and judgment, and upon the whole to warrant the inference that the
waters of thoie rivers may, in general, be rendered navigable, with as little
difficulty and expence as thoie of any rivers in the United States
But it
:

appears to the committee to be expedient, previous to proceeding in the execution of any part of the great defign propofed by the Legislature, that proper meafures fhould be taken to afcertain the moil: pradicable communication
between the eaftern and weftern limits of the ftate. The Commiffioners appointed were, from the directions of the law, confined to the inveftigation of
the navigable waters cf the Delaware, the Schuylkill, and the Sufquehauna,
and the Streams which communicated with them.

The

which the committee will propofe is calculated to obtain
and fatisfadory knowledge of thofe internal parts of the ftate, hitherto unexplored for thefe purpofes; to afcertain the moft convenient and
practicable place for conned ing the waters of the rivers already mentioned
with the Allegheny, Lake Ontario and Lake Erie ; and, in cafes where portage by land will be neceffary, to examine the face of the country, and
report the moft fuitable places for landings and roads.
Ths ftate of PeJinJylvania appears to the committee not only to be calculated, from its natural advantages, for thofe improvements which will
facilitate its internal commerce, and promote the wealth and population of
its territory, but to be the probable grand channel of future communication between the eaftern and weftern extremities of the United States
And
hence it is conceived, that to negled the acquifition of proper materials for
the formation of a general plan, upon the moft liberal principles within the
abilities of the commonwealth, would be inconiiftent both with our intereft
and our reputation.
The following refolution is therefore fubmitted, viz.
Refolved, That the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council be, and they
fuitable and fkilful perare hereby authoriied and requeited to appoint
fons Commiffioners, who fhall proceed, as foon as may be, to the head of
the Quitapabilla, and from thence fhall proceed to the Swatara, and down
the Swatara to the Sufquehanna ; then, paffing over that part of the Sufquehanna which has been already examined by the Commiffioners herein before mentioned, they fhall afcend to the mouth of the "Juniata, where they
fhall re-commence the examination propofed, and proceed up the Sufquehanna to Sunbury, and thence up the well branch to Cinnamahoning, and
up the fame to the Canoe Place (fo called) or fuch place on the main
branch or the weft branch of Cinnamahoning, as will conned: moft eafily
with any pradicable branch of the Allegheny, the Confua, Toby's creek, or
a

refolution

clear

:

any other -which may difcharge itfelfinto the Allegheny neareft to the mouth
of French creek; and thence examine French creek up to Le Bceuff, and the
portage to Prefque Ijle ; that fuch Commiffioners thence return down the
Allegheny, and examine the fame from the mouth of French creek to the
Kifkemenetas, and up the Kijkeinenetas to the Conemaugh and up the Conemaugh to its forks with Stony-creek, and from the fame, by the neareft
branches whjch can be improved by canal or lock navigation, to the fhorte[V portage which may be found to the Frank's-town branch of 'Jmiata, at
,

M

or

.

[ .•;»!*

]

near the mouth of Poplar run, where Patrick Caffady now lives, and
down the Frank' s-town branch of Juniata to the head ot Water-flreet, where
the Commiffioners of laft year concluded the report of their work.

-or

Supreme Executive Council be alfo authorifcd and
other
fuitable and fkilful men to explore the counrequefted to appoint
try, and afcertain the bed: road and fhorteft diftance from the Delaware, near
the forks of the Mohawk and Popaughton branches, to the great bend on the
That the

Prefident and

Sufquehanna, and thence proceed down the Sufquehanna to the mouth of Tioga,,
and from thence to the junction of the eaft and well: branches of Su/quehanna that on their return from thence, the faid commifiioners be directed to explore the Lehigh, from its head to the Turn-hole ; and alfo to examine and explore the Tobehanna and the Schuylkill, from Hamburgh, where
the commiffioners before mentioned concluded their work, to the mouth of
Tamaguay, or little Schuylkill, as far as good raft navigation may be fuppofed
;

to extend.

of fuch examinations and
furveys, the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council be, and they are hereby authorifed to draw orders on the Treafurer of the ftate, not exceeding
to be charged to the fund, in
the fum of
and by the adt of Affembly before mentioned appropriated for claims and
for the purpofe of defraying the expences

That

improvements.
Ordered to lie on the table.
•
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" Ait to authorife and direct the file of the lands therein mentioned, and for
" other purpofes," which was read the lirft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The following bills having been brought in engroffed, were feverally compared at the table, enacled into laws, and the Speaker directed to fign the
fame, viz.
An Additional

SUPPLEMENT

to the feveral acts of Affembly refpectand auctioneers.
/« provide for the fafety of the records of the feveral counties in
An
this commonwealth, and for other purpofes therein mentioned.
An
for the relief of John Lytle, John Webb and William Mur-

ing public auctions

ACT

ACT

ray.

An A C T

provide for the more effectual relief of the widows and chil-

to

dren of the officers and privates of the militia,
fervice of their country.

An

who have

loft

their lives in the

ACT for

compenfating Laughlin M'Cartney, and others therein mentioned, for fupplies by them furnifhed the civil officers of Northumberland county in the year one thoufand feven hundred and feventy- five
to the aB, entituled " An Aft for erecting the

A SUPPLEMENT

**

fouth-weftern part of the county of Cumberland into a feparate county.

An

ACT

in

favour of Reading Howell, and for other purpofes

therein

mentioned.

An A C T

to

A

SUPPLEMENT

authorfe and direct the Supreme Executive Council to appoint
commiffioners, to audit and fettle the accounts between Bedford and Huntingdon
counties, and for other purpofes therein mentioned.
st

"

Further
A61 for the

relief

to

the act of Affembly, entituled

"An

of iniblvent debtors within the province of Pennfylva-

nia."

The

-"-9

[

The Houfe refumed

]

the confideration of the report of the committee on

the petitions of 895 inhabitants of the county of Mijji.n, ccc. pjftponed
March 24th Whereupon
Rejbtved, That the prayer to be re-annexed to Northumberland county,
contained in the petitions of a number of the inhabitants of Potter's and
Bald-Eagle townfhips, in the county of Mifflin, ought not at this time to be
:

granted.

Refohed, That the petitions of a number of the inhabitants of Mifflin
county, and part of Greenwood townfhip, in Cumberland county, praying
for a removal of the feat of juftice in laid county of. Mifflin, ought not to
be granted ; and that they, together with the petitioners mentioned in the
laft preceding relblution, have leave to withdraw their petitions.
Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, for appointing an additional Truftee tor erecting a court-houfo

and prifon in and for the county of Mifflin.
Ordered, That Mr. Chapman, Mr. Cunningham, Mr. Car/on, Mr. Harris
and Mr. Lloyd be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the faid
relblution.

"An

A

"
A<fl to eftaSupplement to an aft, entituled
and to
ftate,
this
counties
of
feveral
within
the
appeal
blilh a board of
time,
fecond
the
read
srant exonerations in cafes of militia fines," was
and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

The

bill,

entituled

"
"

lifhed for confideration.

The Houfe relumed

the confideration of the

bill,

" An
" An Act

entituled

A3

for
« jor further enlarging the time limited by the aft, entituled
" facilitating the redemption of the bills of credit emitted in the year one
" thoufand ieven hundred and eighty-one, and for redeeming part of the
" funded debt of this ftate, for extending the time for patenting lands
" which were located before the declaration of independency, and for giv" ing a right of pre-emption to actual fettlers for procuring warrants for
" the lands by them occupied ;" and the fame having been fully confidered
t>y paragraphs,

Ordered,

i

hat

it

be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enaded into a

law.

Aft to enforce the due colleftion of the revenues
was read the fecond
this fate, and for other purpofes therein mentioned,"
time, and confidered by paragraphs.
publiihOrdered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith

The

bill,

entituled

An

««

" of

ed for confideration.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

on Monday next, A.

Monday March
^

29,

M.

1790.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.
An
entituled
appointed for the purpofe reported a bill,
which
the county of Mifflin,
Aft for appointing an additional Truftee for

The Houfe met
The committee
«
«<

was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

£
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The

petition of William Buckley and

]

Richard Wells, read March 24th, was

read the fecond time.

Ordered,

That

be referred to the city members, to report thereon.
divers
petition of
inhabitants of the county of Dauphin, read March
25th, was read the fecond time.
it

The

Ordered, That
to report thereon.

it

be referred to

The Houfe refumed

Mr.

Miller,

Mr. Leinbach and Mr.

Car/on,

the confideration of the report on the petition of

Ma-

March iSth: Whereupon
That the -prayer of the petition of Mary Harrifon be complied

ry Harrifon, poflponed

Refolved,
with, and that fhe have leave to bring in a bill for the purpofes fet forth in
faid petition, provided the rate of exchange fhall not exceed one hundred
and
fixty-Jix pounds thirteen Jlnllings andfour-pence currency for one hundred pounds
.fferling.

The Houfe refumed

the confideration of the report on the petition of the
corporation of the Protectant Epifcopal Church of St. John, in the borough
of York, poflponed December 7th laft Whereupon
:

Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to enable the
perfons therein mentioned to raife the fum of
by
a lottery, for the purpofe of compleating the parfonage-houfe and academy
of the Proteftant Epifcopal Church of St. John, in the borough of York,

and that the faid bill contain a provifo, that the right of mortgaging the
parfonage-houfe mall not be thereby affected.
Ordered, That the members from York county be a committee, to bring
in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The bill, entituled " An Ac! to incorporate the Carpenters Company of
" Philadelphia," was read the third time, and in part confidered by parafaid

graphs.
Ordered,

That the

further confideration thereof be poflponed.
Mr. D. Stewart, in his place, read a bill, entituled " An Ac! for ap" pointing two additional trujlees for the county of Huntingdon," and, having
obtained leave for that purpofe, prefented the fame to the chair, when it
was read the firft time, and

Ordered to

The
"
*-'

bill,

lie

on the

entituled

table.

" An ASl

to incorporate the Protejlant Epifcopal Congregation of St. James'* Church, in the borough of Briftol, and county
of
Eucks," was read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

lifhed for confideration.

The bill, entituled " An Abl to make provifion for repairs at Mud-Iiland,"
was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered,
law.

The

bill,

That

it

be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

entituled

**

An

A51

to reduce the

tax upon writs

iffued out

" County Court of Common Pleas of Philadelphia county, during the time
" limited," was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted

of the
therein

into a

law.

The report on the petitions of a number of the inhabitants of Moreland,
Cheltenham, Abington and Springfidd townfhips, in the county of Montgomery, read March 17th, was read the fecond time: Whereupon
Refolved,

t

*3*

[

]

Refohed, That leave be given to withdraw the petitions figned by a number ot the inhabitants of the townfhips of Moreland, Cheltenham, Abmgton
and Springfield, in the county of Montgomery, praying that the laid townfliips may be annexed to the county of Philadelphia.
The report on the petition of Francis White, read March 5th, was read
the fecond time: Whereupon
Refohed, That Francis White have leave to withdraw his petition.

"

"

The

bill,

all,

entituled

entituled

" An

"

An Ac!

Acl:

for further enlarging the time limited by the
the redemption of the bills of

for facilitating

emitted in the year one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-one,
and for redeeming part of the funded debt of this ftate, for extending the
" time for patenting lands which were located before the declaration of in" dependency, and for giving a right of pre-emption to actual fettlers for
*« procuring warrants for
the lands by them occupied," having been brought
credit

*'

in engrolTed,

was compared

at

the table, enacted into a law, and the Speaker

directed to lign the fame.

Adjourned

until three o'clock,

P.

M.

Eodem Die,

P.

M.

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
The committee appointed this forenoon, on

the petition of William Buckand Richard Wells, made report, which was read and on motion, and
by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, and adopted, as fol-

ley

;

lows, viz.

The committee, to whom was referred the petition of William Buckley
and Richard Wells, report
That from the circumftances mentioned in the petition it appears reafonable in itfclf, and confiftent with the intereft of the ftate, to fufpend th,e
operation of the ad:, entituled " An Acl for the infpeSlion of jhingles," until
the firft day of January next, and alfo to introduce a further regulation to
the fhingles of the third kind mentioned in the faid aft : They therefore
fubmit the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to fufpend
the operation of the adt, entituled " An Acl for the infpeSlion of fh ingles,"
and alfo to provide that fhingles of the third kind mentioned in faid adl be
packed in bundles containing one hundred and twenty-five each.
Ordered, That the city members be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled "

A

" Supplement to
" tion of jlaves,

the fever al alts of AJ/embly of this Jlate relative to the infpecheading and lumber;" which was read the firft time, and

Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
" Acl to jufpend, for a limited time, the operation oj an all, entituled " An
" Acl for the infpedtion of fhingles, and for other purpoles therein men'* tioned," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to the chair a bill, entituled
"
Further Supplement to an all, entituled " An A6t for the attainder of
.*' divers
traitors, if they render not themfelves by a certain day, and for

A

3

N

"

vefting

%3?

[
cc

"
"

]

verting

their eftates In the commonwealth, and for more effectually
difcovering the lame, and for afcertaining and fatisfying all lawful debts
and
claims thereon," which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

The

" An Acl

entituled

bill,

to erett the town of Harrifbu rg, in the county
of Dauphin, into a borough, and for other purpofes therein mentioned," was
read the fecond time, and conlidered by paragraphs.

'«'

Ordered,

That

it

be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

limed for confideration.

The
"

bill,

"

entituled

A further Supplement to

to incorporate

the city of Philadelphia,"
confidered by paragraphs.

Ordered, That
law.

it

the aft, entituled

" An Adl

was read the third time, and

be engrofied, for the purpofe of being enadted into a

The bill, entituled " An Ac~i for the better regulation and fuppor.t of the
" poor of Chefter county" was read the iecond time, and confidered by
paragraphs.
Ordered, That

it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith
publimed for confideration.
The Houfe refumed the confideration of the bill, entituled " An At~l
" to incorporate the Carpenters company of Philadelphia ;" and having fully
confidered the fame by paragraphs.

Ordered, That

The

bill,

it

be engrofled, for the purpofe of being enaded into a law.

entituled

"

An

Ac~l to provide

for the

eleclion

of Reprefentatives

" of this Jlate in the Congrefs of the United States," was read the fecond time.
And in confidering the fame by paragraphs,
A motion was made by Mr. Findley, feconded by Mr. Baird, in the following words, viz.
That it be re-committed, with inftruCtions
ftri&s,

containing, as nearly as

may

be, fuch

to divide the ftate into di-

number of

taxable inhabitants

eled one Reprefentative ; where that cannot be done,
fuch number of adjoining counties fhall be formed into one diftridt, as fhall
be entitled to elect not more than three Reprefentatives ; but neither the city
nor any county fhall be divided in forming a diftricTt.
Which was carried in the negative.
And the faid bill having been fully confidered by paragraphs,
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith published for confideration.
as

are entitled

Adjourned

to

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

March

^ttefday^

30,

1790.

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
The committee appointed March 27th, on
made

report,

which was

The committee,

to

read,

whom

as follows,

M.

A. M.

the petition of Lewis Prahl,

viz.

was referred the petition of Lewis Prahl, re-

port

That having fully confidered the circumftances of his cafe, which is by no
means of a lingular nature, as it is well known that fome thoulands of the
citizens of this ftate have had their property taken from them or destroyed by
the Brifi/h army, and that thefe are circumflances which can only be ranked

among

[
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among

the calamities of war, and not within the ability of the LeoiflaTherefore the following refolution is Submitted, viz.
ture to red re Is
:

Rejbhed, That Lewis Prahl have leave to withdraw his petition.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed March 24th, on the petition of Blackall Wil-

made

liam Ball,

report,

The committee,
Ball, report

to

which was

whom

read, as follows, viz.

was referred the petition of Blackall William

.

That they conlider the prayer of the prefent petition partly of a fimilar
nature with that which has been decided upon during the prefent feflion of
the Houfe, and that they cannot fee the propriety of again recommending it
to the confideration of this Affembly
The following refolution is therefore
:

fubmitted, viz.

That Blackall William Ball have leave to withdraw his petition.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed March 23d, on the memorial of the members
of the Hebrew Congregation of Philadelphia, made report, which was read,
Refolved,

as follows,

viz.

The committee,

to

whom

was referred the memorial of the members of

the Hebrew Congregation of the city of Philadelphia, report
That in confideration of the circumftances fet forth in faid petition, which
appear to your committee to be founded in fact, it appears reafonable that
the prayer of their petition fhould be granted: Therefore the committee fubmit the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That the members of the Hebrew Congregation have leave to

and eftablifhing a lottery, for the purpofe of redeeming their houfe of public worfhip from the mortgage and incumbrance
prefent a

bill for instituting

thereon.

Ordered

on the table.
of accounts, who were directed by a refolution of the 24th
inftant to enquire what number and amount of the bills of credit emitted by
act of Affembly of 1 ft June 1780, and thofe of 7th April 178 1, remain
to lie

The committee

unredeemed, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee of accounts, to whom was referred the refolution of the
Houfe of 24th of March inftant, directing them to enquire what number
and amount of the bills of credit emitted by act of Affembly of id June
1780, and thofe of 7th April 1781, remain unredeemed, and report fpecially thereon to this Houfe, report
That, although your committee might feem juftifiable in ftating only the
prefent balances of thofe emiffions remaining unredeemed, yet, as the preamble to the refolution ltates that considerable differences had appeared in
the statements of the accounts of' the Comptroller-General and RegifterGeneral in the premifes, they conceive it their duty to inform the Houfe
how and at what time thofe differences arofe, as far as they have been able
to difcover.
It appears to your committee, from the Comptroller-General's StateI ft.
ment of 7th November 1787, that there was a balance to be redeemed of

of credit of June 1780, 46,358 dollars, and in his Statement of 4th
November 1788, to be redeemed of the aforefaid bills of credit, 36,453
bills

dollars.

Neverthelefs the State hath been charged in the Treasurer's accounts,
rendered to and fettkd by the Comptroller-General to the 1 ft September
1789,
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the bills of credit of March 1785, paid in
exchange for 35,091 dollars in bills of credit of lit June 1780, together
with intereft thereon.
2d That in the report made by the late Treafurer, agreeably to the adt

ijSg, with

£17,514 4

1

in

of Affembly of 30th September 1789, to the Regiiter-General, the ftate is
further chaiged with £7,745 16 8, in bills of credit of March 1785, paid

exchange for 15,464 dollars, in
with the intereft thereon.

in

That

bills

of credit of

ill

June 1780, together

of 1786 and 1787, he charges himfelf with 63,438 dollars in bills of credit of June 1780, received in exchange for a like fum of bills of credit of March 1785, which makes a
part of the fum ftated by the Comptroller-General to have been redeemed
and in the treafury in November 1787 ; yet it appears not to your committee that the Comptroller-General hath charged the ftate, or credited the
Treafurer, with the bills of credit of March 1785, paid in exchange for
the faid bills of June 1780, in any of his three ftatements to the Houfe, of
November 1787, March 24th 1788, and November 4th 1788. By which
omiffion it appears to your committee the finances of the ftate were represented in a better fituation than they really were, by the amount of the faid
63,438 dollars, together with the intereft due thereon.
4th.
That the Comptroller and Regifter-General both agree, that the
aforeiaid fums of £ 17,514 4 1, and
£ 7,745 168, of the bills of credit
of March 1785, paid in exchange for the aforefaid fums of 35,091 and
15,464 dollars, making together 50,555 dollars, together with the intereft thereon, as per articles ift and 2d, were the only fums, in the bills of
credit of March 1785, yet brought to the debit of the ftate, for the redemption of the aforefaid 63,438 dollars in bills of June ift 1780, ftated
to have been received in November iySy, leaving a balance of 12,883 dollars, which, added to the fum of 7,809 dollars principal of faid bills, which
the Treafurer alfo charges himfelf with as received in exchange for other monies, in his ftate money accounts for 1788 and 1789, amounts to 20,697
3d.

in the Treafurer's accounts

and, eftimating the intereft on this fum at fix y.ars and
eight months, the average intereft paid on thofe fums, contained in' the ift
and 2d articles, makes 6,898 dollars and 30-90ths ; fo that the bills of credit of March 1785 are, or may yet be abforbed in the exchange of the aforedollars principal,

fum of 27,595 dollars, principal and intereft, to the amount thereof,
more than has yet been ftated to. this Houfe, although ftated by the Compfaid

troller-General to have been redeemed in 1787.
5th. That the Comptroller-General, in Nov. 1788, ftates,
as per article ift, a balance remaining to be redeemed in bills

of credit of June

The

ift

-

1780,

-

Dols.

36,453

hath been charged with the fum of £ 25,260 o 9,
in the bills of March 1785, paid in exchange for bills of ift
June 1780 fince the faid ftatement, per article 4th,
ftate

Principal,

To which

add amount of

-

-

5°>S55

be redeemed, as
per article 6th, including the fum remaining in the hands of
the continental loan-officer,
faid bills yet to

—

Dols.

103,709

154,264

The

1

I
The

differences

and the fum

it

2 3S

]

between the Comptroller's above ftatement
may coft the ftate to redeem the afore-

has and

of June 1780, fince the abovefaid ftatement of November 1788, is
Belides the further fum that may yet be brought to account,
and the intereft thereon, as per article 4th,
faid bills

-

Total,

117,811
2 7'595

Dols.

6th. That notwithftanding fhe foregoing ftatements of the
Comptroller-General, which have been exhibited from time
time, your committee are of opinion that the following, being taken from a recent certificate of the late Treafurer, is a
true ftate of the bills of June I ft 1780, viz.
Dols.
Quantity emitted,
Burnt by committee of AfTembly Nov. 21ft,
1,391,291
1788,
Retained by Thomas Smith, Efq; continental
loan-officer,
78,642
balance
redeemed,
Remaining to be
25,067

1,495,000

Dols. 1,495,000

i

7th.

145,406

invcftigation of ac-

That your committee, on the

counts of the bills of credit of April 7th 1781, obferve, that
in the ftatement of the Comptroller-General of November ijKjy
it is ftated of the faid bills,

Burnt and deftroyed,
In the treafury,

£

437A74-

9

9

6 >777

'

9

ri

6

°

°

x

IX

3' 2 93

6

6
2

457*544 17

8

-

-

£
Due

to fundry perfons for certificates
ble in this money, which will be iffued,

444> 2 5*

and balances, paya£

7» 2 5°

8th. In the Comptroller-General's ftatement of Nov. 1788,
page 8, he brings forward the above fums burnt and in the
fum
treafury, as redeemed, without making allowance for the
called again into circulation, although he calculates himfelf
7250 being again iffued, and fays,
on a fum of
444» 2 5
Redeemed, per laft fettlement,

£

Redeemed

fince,

«

£

9th. In the Regifter- General's ftatement there appears to
437'474
have been burnt and deftroyed to iff: Sept. 1788,

Difference between the two ftatements,

£

20,070

9

9

7

1

appears to have arifen, principally, from the Comptroller's confiit may not
dering money once paid into the treafury as redeemed, although
fum of
the
upon
calculated
only be paid out again, but he has himfelf
mentions.
7250 being again to be paid out for the purpofe he

Which

£

o

O

iotn.

.

236

C

3

That from the Comptroller-General's ftatements
of Nov. 1787 and Nov. 1788, there ought to have been in
10th.

the treafury, on the

ift Sept. 1788, in bills of credit of
the balance of £ 20,070 7 11, rebeing
1,
fulting from the laft mentioned ftatements, after deducting
thereout the fum of £ 755 2 10, which, in his ftatement
of Nov. 1788, he afTerts to have been fmce paid out for fundry debts and certificates,
By an account exhibited by the Regifter-General, there
appeared a balance remaining in the treafury of faid emiffion
of April jth 1781, from 1 ft Sept. 1788 to 22d Sept. 1789,
including the fum of £ 500 1 o, paid out within that period, in purfuance of certain warrants of Council,

\April 7th 1 78

£
Burnt and deftroyed Sept. 22d 1789,

-

jC

19,215

5

9,814

7

I

29,029 12
24,000 o

2

1

o

5>° 2 9
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651

4

7

4,378

7

7

From which
OB. 1789,

as

deduct the balance in the treafury on ift
per the late Treafurer's account, rendered to
-

-

051. 1789,

-

-

Difference,

-

£

Therefore the difference of £ 4,378 7 7 will appear between the Comptroller's ftatement of Nov. 1788 and the fum, which, from his preceding
ftatements, ought to have been in the treafury in the bills of credit of April

7th 178 1
Yet, notwithstanding thofe ftatements by the Comptroller-General, your
committee are of opinion the true ftate of the faid bills of 7th April 1781,
taken from the certificate of the late Treafurer, is as follows, viz.

Whole amount

-

of the emiffion,

£

486,500

o

o

£

486,500

o

o

Burnt by the committee of accounts,
fundry times,
461,474 9
of
accounts,
your
committee
by
Burnt
2,881 14
March inftant,
22,143 15
Balance yet unredeemed,

at

Ordered

to lie

The committee,

on the
to

9

6
9

table.

whom

were

referred,

November 9th, the

petitions of

the owners of lands in the frontier and other counties of this ftate, made
report, which was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was
read the fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred all the papers on the files of the
late Houfe of Affembly relative to taxes laid upon unfeated lands, re-

port

appears to them that great
the confequence of the
been
abufes and oppreffions have from time to time
xnode hitherto in pra&ice for affeffing and collecting taxes upon unfeated

That having

carefully confidered the fubject,

it

lands,

|
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lands, the effects of which have not only difcouraged and injured the fale of
the lands belonging to the ftate, but have alio diminifhed the product of the
Property has in many inftances been taxed lb high, as to
general taxes.

render it not worth while for the owner to redeem it; and in many inftances
the owner has had no notice of the demands againft it, although prepared
and willing to difcharge them. In both cafes the fales have generally been
far below the real value of the property, and thus the ftate in fact fuftains
the injury, as it has to recur to other fubjecls of taxation to produce the
fums neceffary for the public welfare. The infecurity of public property,
liable to fuch devaluation, ultimately tends to render the commonwealth
odious abroad, while it impairs its wealth at home ; and hence the committee apprehend it will be expedient (without continuing the fufpenfion of
fales, which has from time to time been neceflarily adopted) to propofe a
plan, which will promote the collection of the arrearages, without fubjecting the owners of the property in queftion to fuch manifeft unmerited
The following refolution is therefore fubmitted, viz.
deftrudtion
That
a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to enforce the
Refolved,
collection of the arrearages of taxes afTefTed upon unfeated lands, upon the
:

following principles
i ft.

:

That due notice be given of the fums due

and of the day and place of appeal,
2d.

That the commifiioners be

rate all fuch unfeated lands

from

for taxes

lands,

months.

at leaft

authorifed,

upon fuch

upon fuch appeal,

to

exone-

taxation, during fuch periods of time as

the incurfions of the Indians prevailed in the neighbourhood of fuch fettlements, during which time fuch lands could not be improved, without danger to the fettlers.
3d. That the commifiioners return lifts of fuch affeffments to the Treafurer of the ftate, who fhall be authorifed and required to demand and receive
fuch taxes of the perfons from whom due, and to take legal meafures to

compel them perfonally to make payment thereof.
4th. That all fuch lands, liable to taxes as aforefaid, payment of which
cannot be fo recovered by the Treafurer, may be expofed to fale by the commifiioners of the proper county, under proper regulations

Ordered,

That Mr.

Ran.de,

Mr. Britton and Mr.

:

Whereupon

Lilley be a

committee, to

bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The following bills having been brought in engroffed, were feverally compared at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to fign the

fame, viz.

An
and

ACT

anthorife the fale of the barracks in the borough of Lancafter,
the lot or lots on which they are erected, and for other purpofes therein
to

mentioned.

An

ACT

tax upon writs iffued out of the County Court of Common Pleas of Philadelphia county, during the time therein limited.
The bill, entituled " An Ac! for erecting part of the county of York into
*« a feparate comity," was read the fecond time.
And in confidering the following paragraph, viz.
to reduce the

and it is hereby enacted by the Reprefentatives of the
of Pennf-lvania, in General Affembly met,
commonwealth
the
freemen of
and by the authority of the fame, That all and fingular the lands lying
within the bounds and limits herein after mentioned fhall be, and are hereby
county,
erected into a feparate county, by the name of

Be

it

enacted,

namely

;

51

11

C
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namely; beginning on the line of Cumberland county, where the road leading from Carlijle acrofs Dill's Gap interfe&s the faid line ; thence a direct
thence
courfe to the Conewago Creek, oppoiite the mouth of Abbot's Run
along faid run, fo long as it continues the divilion line between Paradi/e and
Berwick townfhips j thence along the line of Berwick, until it ftrikes the
line of Heidleberg; thence fouthvvard, fo as to exclude Hanover-town, to
the line dividing York county from the ftate of Maryland; thence weft, along
faid line, to the Franklin county line; thence along faid line to the Cumberland county line, and along the fame to the place of beginning.
;

On

the queftion,

Nays being

called

—"

Will the Houfe agree

by Mr.

Lilley

YEAS.
i

2

Thomas Britton,

5 James Cunningham,
6 Thomas Clingan,

7 Thomas Kennedy,

Nicholas Lutz,
12 Daniel Leinbach,
13 Conrad Ihrie, jun.
1 1

14 John Moore,

Herman Hujband,

16 Samuel

Ma clay,

20 Alexander Wright,
2
Thomas Ryerfon,
22 James Marjljall,
23 John Gilchreefl,

25
26
27
28

Benjamin Markley,
Jacob Miley,

29 James M'Creight,
30 David Stewart,
John Nevil,
3
32 John Harris,

Hugh

Lloyd,

34 Richard

NAYS.

Riley.

NAYS.
John Miller,

Jacob Hiltzheimer,
2 Francis Gurney,

l

3 Samuel AJhmead,

4 Thomas Paul,

John Stewart,
16 Thomas Lilley,

5 Gerardus Wynkoop,
6 Valentine XJpp,

*7 William Godfrey,
18 Peter Ealer,

1

7 John Chapman,
8 James Bryan,
9 Richard Thomas,
10 Richard Downing, jun
1

James Clem/on,

and

YEAS.

33

j John Baird,

1

— the Yeas

as follow, viz.

24 James Finley,
James John/on,
John Rhea,

Mitchell,

9 Jonathan Hoge,
io John Ludwig,

1

fame?"

19 James Allifon,

4 John M'Dowell,

David

the

18 James Barr,

William Rawle,

3 Elias Boys,

8

to

and Mr. Clingan, were

2

H

Jacob Schmyfer,

19 Jacob Reiff,

20 Jonathan Roberts,
21 James Faux,
22 John Car/on,
2 3 Obadiah Gore.

12 Jacob Erb,

So

it

And

was determined

in the affirmative.

the faid bill having been fully confidered by paragraphs,
That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

Ordered,

liihed for confideration.

appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An
enforce the due collection of taxes affejfed upon unfa ted and unimproved

The committee
•"

AM

to

•'«

land.'

5
7
81

1
3

2 39

C
'«'

lands within this fate,
firft time, and

]

andfor other purpofes

therein mentioned"

which was

read the

Ordered to

The

bill,

lie

on the

entituled

"

table.

An ASl

to reform the penal laws of this Jiate," was
read the third time, and in part conlidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That the further confideration thereof be poftponed until tomorrow, and that it be the order for that day.

Adjourned

M.

until three o'clock, P.

Eodem Die.
The Houfe met

P.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houfe refumed the confideration
of the motion poftponed March 26th, viz.
Refolved, That John Nicbolfon, Efq ; ftanding at the bar of this Houfe,
be reprimanded by the Speaker for his conduct, in imputing to a member of
the Houfe, a&ing in the difcharge of the duties of his ftation, motives fuppofed to arife from perfonal enmity; and, in confideration that the faid John
Nicholfon hath fince declared that he intended no difrefpecl: thereby to the
Houfe, that he be difcharged without further proceedings.
A motion was made by Mr. Maclay, feconded by Mr. Boys,
To poftpone the confideration of the faid refolution, in order to introduce
the following in lieu thereof, viz.
Whereas, by a refolution of the 19th inftant, John Nicholfon was ordered
to appear before the bar of this Houfe, to anfwer for his conduct in writing
and publifhing a letter, faid to contain indecent reflections againft Conrad
Jhrie, junior, Efquire, a member of this Houfe, and likewife a breach of
privilege : And whereas John Nicholfon has declared, by letter, that he did
Refolved,

ings.

And on
s<

Houfe

Therefore
That John Nicholfon be difcharged without further proceed-

not intend any reflection on

the queftion,

aforefaid pnrpofeT'

Mr. Maclay, were

—

this

:

—"

Will the Houfe agree to the poftponement for the
the Yeas and Nays being called by Mr. Ludwig and

as follow,

,

viz.

YEAS.

YEAS.
1

Elms Boys,

2

Valentine Upp,

14 John Baird,
James Barr,
1

•

16 James Allifon,

James Cunningham,
4 Thomas Chngan,
5 Thomas Kennedy,
3

6

7 Jonathan Hoge,

John Ludwig,
9 Nicholas Lutz,
10 Daniel Leinbach,
1
John Moore,
12

Herman

1

Samuel Maclay,

Hiijband,

Alexander Wright,

1

Thomas Ryerjon,

19 James Mar/hall,

David Mitchell,

8

1

,

20 John Gilchreejl,
2
James Finley,
22 James Johnfon,
23 John Rhea,
24 Jacob Miley,
25 James M'Cr eight,
26 John Nevil.

NAYS.

221

7
8
118

[

N A Y
Lawrence

i

2

3

4
5

6

7
8

9
io
1

1

13

14
1

5

16

17

j

]

N A Y

S.

Sickle,

y^w

1

Jacob Hiltzbeimer,
William Lewis,
William Rawle,
Francis Gurney,
Samuel Ajlmead,
Thomas Paul,
Thomas Brit ton,
Gerardus Wynkoop,

S.

Miller,

19 Jacob Schmyfer,
20 j^tf Stewart,
2 1 Thomas Lilley,
22 William Godfrey,

23 Peter Eater?
24 ^0/6/z White,
25

y^w

Chapman,
James Bryan,
Richard Thomas,
Richard Downing, jun.
^0/6?/ M'Dowelt,
James Clemfon,
Henry Dering,
Jacob Erb,
was carried

*4°

in the negative;

Jac°b

R?iff>

26 Jonathan Roberts,
27 Benjamin Mark ley,
28 James Vaux,

29 ^o^ra CarJon,
30 Obadiah Gore,
3

r

32

David Stewart,
,ff«g-<6

Lloyd,

33 Richard

Riley.

and the original refolution recurring,

So

it

A

motion was made by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Wynkoop,

To

poftpone the consideration thereof, in order to introduce the following, to precede the fame, wz.
Refolved, That jfoi&« Nicholfon, Efquire, is guilty of a breach of the
privileges of this Houfe, and of a contempt of the Legiflature of Pennsylvania.
On the queftion,
''
purpofe ?"

—

faid
It

was carried

And

— " Will

the Houfe agree to the pojlponement, for the afore-

in the affirmative.

the refolution

moved by Mr. Lewis, feconded by Mr. Wynkoop, be-

ing under conlideration.
On the queftion, «« Will the Houfe adopt the fame ?" the Yeas and Nays
being called by Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Lewis, were as follow, viz.

—

—

YEAS.

YEAS.
1

jfaco^ Erb,

2 Jacob Hiltzheimer,

1

$^«

Lewis,
3 William
4 William Rawle,
5 Francis Gurney,
6 Samuel Aflimead,
7 Thomas Paul,

19 Jacob Schmyfer,

1

Lawrence

Sickle,

Thomas Britton,
9 Gerardus Wynkoop,
10 John Chapman,
1 1
James Bryan,
8

Richard Thomas,
1
13 Richard Downing, jun.
14 John M'Dowelt,
1

5
,16

James Clemfon,
Henry Dering,

.Mif/fer,

20 Thomas
2

Lilley,

William Godfrey,

22 P^/Vr Ealer,
23 Jacob -K^i
24 Jonathan Roberts,
25 Benjamin Markley,
26 James Vaux,

27 yo/6« Carfon,
28 Obadiah Gore,
29 David Stewart,
30 i7«g-/> Lloyd,
Richard Riley.
3

NAYS,

8
9
5

31

[
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NAYS.

NAYS..

1

Elias Boys,

14

2

Valentine Upp,

James Barr,
1
16 James Allifon,
17 Alexander Wright,

3 "James Cunningham,
4 Thomas Clingan,
5

Thomas Kennedy,

6

David

7

Jonathan Hoge,
John Ludwig,
Nicholas Lutz,
Daniel Leinbach,
j^tz Moore,
Herman Hujband,
Samuel Maclay,

8

9
io
1

12
1

So

it

was carried in the

Baird,

Thomas Ryerfon,

1

Mitchell,

y<?^/2

1

}affl« Marjjjall,

20

3^«

Gilchreejl,

James Finley,
22 James John/on,
2

1

23

j^>,6« ,R/6ftz,

24 ^«tf£ ifcff/iy,
25 James M'Creight,
26 3^« Nevil.
affirmative,

and the original refolution again re-

curring, viz.

That ^o^/z

Nicholfon, Efquire, ftanding at the bar

of this Houfe,
be reprimanded by the Speaker for his conduct, in imputing to a member
of the Houfe, acting in the difcharge of the duties of his ftation, motives
fuppofed to arife from perfonal enmity ; and, in confideration that the faid
John Nicholfon hath fince declared that he intended no direfpect thereby to
the Houfe, that he be difcharged without further proceedings.
On the queftion, " Will the Houfe adopt the fame ?" the Yeas and Nay?
being called by Mr. Rhea and Mr. Lewis, were as follow, viz.
Refolved,

—

YEAS.

—

I
N A Y

S.

242

]

M3

[

are hereby appointed to furvey and

J

mark the propofed

divifion line in

York
by couries and diftances, at their next lemon ; beginning on the Cumberland line, where the
road leading from Carlifle acrofs Dill's Gap interfedts the faid line ; thence
a ftreight courfe to the Conewago Creek, oppoiite the mouth of Abbot's Run;
thence along laid run, fo long as it continues the divifion line between P«radife and Berwick townfhips ; thence along the Berwick line, until it ftrikes
the line of Heidleberg townfliip j thence a flreight line, fo as to exclude
Hanover-town, to the Maryland line; or fuch other line or lines as they
may be called upon to run, by thofe who are included within the propofed
new divifion of faid county ; who mail for their fervices, whilft engaged in
performing faid buiinefs, be paid the fum of
per day
by the inhabitants of the faid propofed diftrict.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A motion was then made by Mr. Clingan, feconded by Mr. Rhea, in the
following words, viz.
Refolved, That James Cunningham, of the borough of Lancajler, Jonathan Hoge, of the county of Cumberland, and James John/on, of the county
of Franklin, Efquires, be, and they are hereby appointed to view and examine the fituation of the feveral places propofed for the feat of juftice in
the weftern part of York county, intended to be erected into a feparate
county, and make report of fuch place as they may judge mod fuitable and
proper for the fame to this Affembly, at their next feffion ; for which fervice
per day, whilft enthey (hall be paid the fum of
gaged in performing faid fervice, by the inhabitants who mall be included
within faid diftricf.
Ordered to lie on the table.
county, and make

Adjourned

report to this Aflembly of the lame,

until half paft three o'clock,

Eodem Die.

P.

M.

P.

M.

The Houfe met
The committee

purfuant to adjournment.
appointed March 29th, on the petition of a number of
the inhabitants of Dauphin county, made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of a number of the
inhabitants of the county of Dauphin, praying that means may be provided
for repairing the road between Colonel Grubb's old furnace and forge, beg
leave to report
That as a general plan for improving the roads and internal navigation

within this ftate has been for fome time in contemplation, and proper
meafures for obtaining the neceffary information relating thereto are now
taking by direction of the Legiflature, it will be expedient to poftpone the
confideration of any particular improvement, until they fhall be found to be
The committee therefore fubmit the
proper parts of the general fyftem
:

following refolution, viz.
Refolved,

That the

for

petitioners

repairing the road

Grubb's old furnace and forge have leave to
Ordered to lie on the table.
3

O.

withdraw

betwixt Colonel

their petition.

The

3
81

[
The

"

entituled

An

A5l
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due collection of the revenues
this fate, and for other purpofcs therein mentioned," was read the third
time, and considered by paragraphs.
bill,

to enforce the

" of

—

On

the question,
" Shall the fame be engrojfed, for the purpofe of being
4t
enabled into a law?"
the Yeas and Nays being called by Mr. Kennedy and
Mr. Marfall, were as follow, viz.

—

YEAS.
Jacob Hiltzheimer,
2 William Rawle,
3 Francis Gurney,
4 Samuel AJhmead,
5 'Thomas Paul,
6 Thomas Britton,
i

7 E/ias Boys,
8 Gerardus Wynkoop,
9 Valentine Upp,

io "John Chapman,
1
fames Bryan,
1 2 Richard Thomas,
Richard Downing, jwi.
1
14 John M'Dowell,
15 James Clemfon,
16 Henry JDering,
17 Jacob Erb,
1
John Miller,
19 Thomas Clingan,
20 Jacob Schmyfer,

NAYS.

YEAS.
21 John Stewart,

22 Thomas Lilley,
23 William Godfrey,
24 Nicholas Lutz,
2 5 Daniel Leinbach,
26 Conrad Ibrie, jun.
27 John White,
28 Thomas Ryerfon,
29 Jacob Reiff,
3° Jonathan Roberts,
3 1 Benjamin Markley,
3 2 James Faux,
33 Jacob Miley,
34 John Carfon,
35
36
37
38
39

James M'Cr eight,
Obadiah Gore,
David Stewart,

Hugh

Lloyd,

Richard

Riley.

C
The committee,

to

whom

2 45

J

was referred that part of the meffage of the

Supreme Executive Council, which relates to the reports of the
Commiffioners appointed to view the Delaware, the Schuylkill'and the Sufque-

Prefident and

hanna, in purfuance of the act of Affembly enacted the twenty-eighth day of
September; 1789, beg leave to report,
That the lurveys directed appear to have been made with great care, accuracy and judgment, and upon the whole to warrant the inference that the
waters of thofe rivers may, in general, be rendered navigable, with as little
difficulty and expence as thofe of any rivers in the United States
But it
appears to the committee to be expedient, previous to proceeding in the execution of any part of the great defign propofed by the Legiflature, that proper meafures fhould be taken to afcertain the moft practicable communication
between the eaftern and weftern limits of the ftate. The Commiffioners appointed were, from the directions of the law, confined to the inveftigation of
the navigable waters of the Delaware, the Schuylkill, and the Sufquehaxina,
and the ftreams which communicated with them.
The refolution which the committee will propofe is calculated to obtain
a clear and fatisfactory knowledge of thofe internal parts of the ftate, hitherto unexplored for thele purpofes; to afcertain the moft convenient and
practicable place for connecting the waters of the rivers already mentioned
with the Allegheny, Lake Ontario and Lake Erie; and, in cafes where portage by land will be necelfary, to examine the face of the country, and
report the moft fuitable places for landings and roads.
Ths ftate of Pennfylvania appears to the committee not only to be cal:

culated,

from

its

natural advantages,

facilitate its internal
its

territory,

but to

for thofe

improvements which

will

commerce, and promote the wealth and population of
be the probable grand channel of future communica-

And
tion between the eaftern and weftern extremities of the United States
hence it is conceived, that to neglect the acquihtion of proper materials for
the formation of a general plan, upon the moft liberal principles within the
:

abilities

of the commonwealth; would be inconfiftent both with our intereft

and our reputation.

The

following refolution is therefore fubmitted, viz.
Refolvcd, That the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council be, and they
are hereby authorifed and requefted to appoint three fuitable and fkilful perfons Commiffioners, who fhall proceed, as foon as may be, to the head of
the guitapabilla, and from thence fhall proceed to the Sivatara, and down
the Sivatara to the Sufquehanna ; then, paffing over that part of the Sufque-

hanna which has been already examined by the Commiffioners herein before mentioned, they fhall afcend to the mouth of the Juniata, where they
fhall re-commence the examination propofed, and proceed up the Sufquehanna to Sunbury, and thence up the weft branch to Cinnamahoning, and
up the fame to the Canoe Place (Jo called) or fuch place on the main
branch or the weft branch of Cinnamahoning, as will connect moft eafily
with any practicable branch of the Allegheny, the Confua, Toby?, creek, or
any other which may difcharge itfelf into the Allegheny neareft to the mouth
of French creek ; and thence examine French creek up to Le Banff, and the
portage to Prefque IJle ; that they alfo examine and explore any nearer and
mere convenient communication which may be effected by land cr water
with Lake Erie; that fuch Commiffioners thence return down the Allegheny,
to the Kifzemeneand examine the fame from the mouth of French creek
tas,

4
5

C
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and up the Kijkemenetas to the Conemaugh, and up the Conemaugh to
with Stony-creek, and from the fame, by the neareft branches
its forks
which can be improved by canal or lock navigation, to the ihorteft portage which may be found to the Frank's-town branch of 'Juniata, at or near
the mouth of Poplar run, where Patrick Cajfady now lives, and down the
Franks-town branch of "Juniata to the head of Water-fir eet, where the Commiffioners of laft year concluded the report of their work.
That the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council be alfo authorifed and
requeued to appoint three other fuitable and fkilful men to explore the country, and afcertain the beft road and fhorteft diftance from the Delaware, near
the forks of the Mohawk and Popaughton branches, to the great bend on the
Sufquekanna, and thence proceed down the Sujquebanna to the mouth of Tioga,
and from thence to the junction of the eaft and weft branches of Sufquehanna that on their return from thence, the faid commimoners be directed to explore the Lehigh, from its head to the Turn-hole; and alfo to examine and explore the Tobehanna and the Schuylkill, from Hamburgh, where
the commiflioners before mentioned concluded their work, to the. mouth of
Tamaguay, or little Schuylkill, as far as good raft navigation may be fuppofed
fas,

;

to extend.

That

for the purpofe of defraying the

expences of fuch examinations and

Supreme Executive Council be, and they are heredraw orders on the Treafurer of the ftate, not exceeding

furveys, the Prefident and

by authorifed

to

pounds, to be charged to the fund, in and by the adt
of Aflembly before mentioned appropriated for claims and improvements.
The bill, entituled " An Aft to repeal an aft, entituled " An Acl for af" certaining and confirming to certain perfons, called Connecticut Claimants,
" the lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for other
" purpofes therein mentioned," was read the third time.
A motion was made by Mr. Gurney, feconded by Mr. Car/on,

the

fum of fix hundred

To
On

poftpone the consideration of the faid bill until the next feflion.
" Will the Houfe agree to the pojlponement t" the Yeas
the queftion,
and Nays being called by Mr. Rawle and Mr. Kennedy, were as follow, viz.

—

—

YEAS.

YEAS.
Jacob Hiltzheimer,
1 William Rawle,
3 Francis Gurney,
4 Samuel Af mead,
I

5 Thomas Paul,
6 Thomas Britton,

Thomas

1

Lilley,

William Godfrey,
1
16 Jonathan Hoge,
17 Conrad Ihrie, jun.
18 Herman Hujband,
19 James Finley,

7 Gerardus Wynkoop,

20 Jonathan Roberts,

John Chapman,
9 James Bryan,

21

8

io Richard Thomas,
Richard Downing, jun.
j i
12 John Miller,
Jacob Schmyfer,

NAY
1

Elias Boys,

2 Valentine Upp,

John Carfon,

22 James M'Cr eight,
23 Obadiah Gore,
24 John Nevil,
25 Hugh Lloyd,
26 Richard Riley.

NAYS.
3 John M'Dowell,
4 James ClemJ'on,

NAYS.

53
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NAYS.
5

6
7
8

9

NAYS.

James Cunningham,
Jacob Erb,
Thomas Clingan,
John Stewart,
Thomas Kennedy,

17

it

fia/rd',

19 James Allijon,
20 Alexander Wrigbt s
21 Thomas Ryer/bn,
22 j^fl Gilchreejl,

John Ludwig,

2 3 3to*w* Johnfon,

12 Nicholas Lutz,
Daniel Leinbach,
J
3
14 John Moore,
Samuel Maclay,
1
16 John White,

So

7%*

18 James Barr,

10 David Mitchell,
11

]

24 Jfo&s &6&Z,
25

>™4 ««^

26 James Faux,
27 Jacob Miley,
28 David Stewart.

was determined in the negative.

And

the following paragraph being under confideration, W2,
Be it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Reprefentatives
of the freemen of the commonwealth of Pennfyhania, in General Aflembly met, and by the authority of the fame, That the act, entituled " An
.

afcertaining and confirming to certain perfons, called Connecticut
Claimants, the lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and j or
*' other purpofes therein mentioned, be, and the fame is hereby repealed, and
all proceedings had under the faid act are hereby rendered void, and deand all titles and claims which might be
clared to be null and of no effect
fuppofed to be affected by faid act are hereby re-vefted in the former owners,
in as full and ample a manner as if the faid act had never been enacted, any
thing in the fame to the contrary notwithstanding.
On the queftion,— " Will the Houfe agree to the fame?" the Yeas and
Nays being called by Mr. Rawle and Mr. Clingan, were as follow, viz.
*'

A£l for

*e

-,

—

YEAS.

Y

3

Thomas Britton,

4

Elias Boys,

E

A

S.

John Ludwig,
21 Nicholas Lutz,
22 Daniel Leinbach,
23 Conrad Ihrie, jun.
24 John Moore,

'20

Francis Gurney,
2 Thomas Paul,
1

5 Gerardus Wynkoop^

25 Samuel Maclay,
26 John White,

6 John Chapman,
7 Valentine Upp,
8 James Bryan,

27

J°kn Baird,

28 James Barr,
29 James Allifon,
30 Alexander Wright^

9 John M'Dowe/l,
10 James Clemfon,
1
James Cunningham,
1
Jacob Erb,
Thomas Clingan,
1

31 Thomas Ryerfon,
32 John Gilchreejl,

14 Jacob Schmyfer,
15 John Stewart,

33 James Finley,
34 James Johnfon,

16 William Godfrey,
17 Thomas Kennedy,

35 John Rhea,
36 Jacob Reiff,
37 James Vaux,

18

David

Mitchell,

19 Jonathan Hoge,

38

R

Jacob Miley,

YEAS.

C

YEAS.

348

1
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NAYS.

NAYS.
y^

7 J<s^ Miller,
8 Thomas Clingan,
9 Thomas Kennedy*
o

I

I7
;/ #^/>*>,
18 John Baird,
19 James Barr,

D*™/ Mitchell,

20 Jfefa

.

GilchreeJ},

Jonathan Hoge,
12 John Ludwig,
13 Nicholas Lutz,
14 D<z»/W Leinbach,

22 James John/on,
33 John Rhea,

15 John Moore,
1
Samuel Maclay,

2$ David Stewart.

I I

So

it

And

was determined
the faid

bill

That

Ordered,
law.

Adjourned

2

Jam* Fm/^,

1

24

7^ #«^;

having been fully confidered by paragraphs,

it

be engrofled, for the purpofe of being enatted into a

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

i,

M.

1790.

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
The committee appointed March 23d, on
report,

The

'

in the affirmative.

Thurfday, 4pril

made

~

which was

committee, to

A. M.

the petition of Daniel Rees,

read, as follows, viz.

whom

was referred the petition of Daniel Rees, re-

port

That they have confidered the

fubjecl: matter of faid petition with attenand
have
heard
the
petitioner,
tion,
and confidered the evidence and documents which the petitioner brought forward to fubftantiate his claim, and
though the committee are rather inclined to believe the petitioner's claim to
be a juft one, yet there does not appear to be a fufficient foundation for the
Houfe to found any proceedings on They therefore fubmit a refolution, viz.
Rejolved, That the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The report of the committee on the petition of BlackaJl William Ball, read
March 30th, was read the fecond time.
A motion was made by Mr. Wright, feconded by Mr. Faux,
To poftpone the confideration of the faid report, in order to introduce the
:

following refolution in lieu thereof, viz.
Rejolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, authoriling the Comptroller-General to certify to the State Treafurer the annual intereft due on the certificates loft or deftroyed, which were
the property of Blackall William Ball, and to authorife the State Treafurer,
after having afcertained how much intereft has been paid on faid certificates,
to pay the arrearages and annual intereft on faid certificates, as the fame becomes due, and that he fhall receive fuch acknowledgment for the payments
fo to be made, as will prevent the ftate from being again liable therefor.

On
**

the queftion,

—'

Will the Houfe agree

to the pojlponement,

for the afore-

faid purpojef"

was carried in the negative. And thereupon
Refolved, That Blackall William Ball have leave to withdraw

It

his petition.

The

C

a s°

]

The

report of the committee on the petition of Lewis Prahl, read
30th, was read the fecond time : Whereupon
Refohed, That Lewis Prahl have leave to withdraw his petition.

March

report of the committee on the petition of a number of the inhabitants of Thornbury and Birmingham townfhips, in the county of Delaware,
Whereupon
read March 9th, was read the fecond time

The

:

from the townfhips of Thornbury and Birthe county of Delaware, have leave to withdraw their peti-

Refohed, That the

mingham, in

petitioners

tions.

The

report of the committee on the petition of the Hebrew Congregation
of Philadelphia, read March 30th, was read the fecond time : Whereupon
Refohed, That the members of the Hebrew Congregation have leave to

prefent a bill for instituting and establishing a lottery, for the purpofe of redeeming their houfe of public worShip from the mortgage and incumbrance

thereon.

The

" An ASl for

appointing an additional Trujlee for the
was read the fecond time, and confidered by para-

entituled

bill,

"

county of Mifflin,"
graphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith published for confideration.

The bill, entituled " An Ab~l to fufpend, for a limited time, .the operation
" of an acJ, entituled " An Adt for the infpe&ion of mingles, and for other
" purpofes therein mentioned," was read the fecond time, and confidered by
paragraphs.
Ordered,

That

it

be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publish-

ed for confideration.

The
61

bill,

therein

" An ASl to authorife and direfi the file of the lands
and for other purpofes," was read the fecond time, and

entituled

mentioned,

confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith published for confideration.

The
il

fate

bill,

entituled

\*

A

Supplement

to the

feveral acJs of AJfembly of this
and lumber," was read the

relative to the infpeclion of faves, heading

fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith published for confideration.

The

bill,

entituled

" An ASl for

appointing two additional Trufees for the
was read the third time, and confidered by pa-

county of Huntingdon,"
ragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
**

law.

A

"
Supplement to an acl, entituled ** An A<£t to eftathe feveral counties of this State, and to
within
appeal
bliSh a board of
** grant exonerations in cafes of militia fines," was read the third time, and
considered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroiTed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

The

bill,

entituled

bill,

entituled

•"

law.

The
"
"

" An

AB

to repeal

an

at~l,

entituled

" An

Acl: for af-

certaining and confirming to certain perfons, called Connecticut Claimants,
the lands by them chimed within the county of Luzerne, and for other

purpoSes therein mentioned," having been brought in engroSTed, was
pared at the table.
*«

com-

And

[
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]

And on the queftion,— " Shall the fame be enabled into a law?"— the Yeas
and Nays were called by Mr. Lewis and Mr. Rawle, and were as follow,
viz.

YEAS.

2 si

C

J

That having duly confidered the prayer of the petitioners, we are of opinion that it would tend to the utility and advantage of thofe people, Should
And therefore your committee beg
the prayer of their petition be granted
:

leave to offer the following refolution, viz.
Refolvcd, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enaded
into a law, declaring Charter's creek, in V/ajhington county, to be a public

highway.
Ordered

The

bill,

to lie

on the

table.

" An Aft

entituled,

due

to enforce the

collection

of taxes afejfed

" upon unfeated and unimproved lands within this fate, and for other purpofes
" therein mentioned," was read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for. a third reading, and forthwith published for confideration.

The

entituled

bill,

"

A Further

Supplement

to

an

acl,

entituled

"An

Act

" for the attainder of divers traitor?, if they render not themfelves by a
" certain day, and for veiling their eftates in the commonwealth, and for
" more effectuality difcovering the fame, and for afcertaining and fatisfying
" all lawful debts and claims thereon," was read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.

Ordered,

That

it

be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

lished for confideration.

The

" An A£l

appropriating a fum of money for building
a court-houfe and pri/bn for the county of Dauphin," was read
the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publishbill,

entituled

" and finijhing

ed for confideration.

The

" An Atl

of the revenues of
this fate, and for other purpofes therein 7nentio?ied," having been brought
in engroSTed, was compared at the table, enacted into a law, and the Speaker directed to Sign the fame.
On motion .of Mr. Maclay, feconded by Mr. Mitchell,
Refolved, That this Houfe will on Tuefday next clofe their prefent feflion.
bill,

entituled

to enforce the

due

collection

"

'

Adjourned

until three o'clock

to-morrow, P.

Friday , Jpril

2,

1790.

M.

P.

M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to the chair a

bill,

entituled,

". An A61 for raifng, by way of lottery, the fum of (even hundred and twenty" three pounds fifteen millings, for defraying the expence of ereSling an Aca" demy and Parfonage- houfe in the borough of York," which was read the firft

time, and

Ordered to lie on the table.
The motion made by Mr. Clingan, feconded by Mr. Nevil, March
was read the fecond time.
A motion was-then made by Mr. Clingan, feconded by Mr. Maclay,

31ft,

To

poftpone the confideration of the faid motion, in order to introduce
the following as a fubflitute, viz.
Whereas a bill published for confideration, for the divifion of the county
of York, designates a line which appears to this ASTembly to give fome uneafir.efs

-53
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rafmefs to a number of the inhabitants near the fame
And as this Aflembly are ever willing and deiirous to obtain and have the/ijUeft information on
fvery fubject, previous to a determination thereon
Therefore
Rejolved, That the petitioners in favor of a divifion of the county of Tork
are hereby authorised to procure a furvey of the line defignated in a bill, en:

:

An ASl for creeling part of the county of York into a fparate
county," or any other line or lines of divifion which thofe concerned may
think proper, fo that the fame be done at the expence of the faid petitiontitled "

"

and that Mofes M'C/ean, furveyor, be, and he is hereby appointed for
the aforefaid purpofe, and is requeued to make report of the fame, by
courfes and diftances, to this AfTembly, at their next fefiion.
On the quetfion, " Will the Houfe agree to the pojlponement
It was carried in the affirmative
Whereupon
Ordered, That the motion made by Mr. Clingan, feconded by Mr. Maclay,
lie on the table.
ers

;

—

V

:

AB

The bill, entituled " An
in favor of John Churchman," was read
the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith published for confederation.
The report on the petition of the truStees, elders and deacons of the Reformed German congregation in the borough of Reading, in the county of
Berks, read
Refolved,

March 31ft, was read the fecond time: Whereupon
That the truftees, elders and deacons of the Reformed German

congregation in the borough of Reading, in the county of Berks, be permitted to bring in a bill to empower them to raife a fum of money by way of
lottery, for the purpofe of paying their debts contracted by building their
church, fchool-houfe and parfonage-houfe.

The
S5

"

" An ASl

to incorporate the Protefant Epifcopal Congregaiion cf St. James'j Church, in the borough of Bnftol, and county of
Bucks," was read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.

entituled

bill,

Ordered,

That

it

be tranferibed for

a third reading,

and forthwith pub-

lished for consideration.

The

having been brought in engroSTed, were feverally comthe table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to Sign the

following

bills

pared at
fame, viz.

An

ACT for

appointing two additional Truflees for the county of

Hunting-

don.

A further SUPPLEMENT

to the ail, entituled

" An

A& to

incorporate

the city of Philadelphia.

An
An

ACT to incorporate
ACT for altering a

the Carpenters company of Philadelphia.
certain claufe in the charter of the corporation

for

the relief of the widows and children of Clergymen of the Proteflant Epifcopal
Church in the United States of America.

An

ACT

to

Adjourned

make provijion for repairs at Mud-ISland.
to-morrow, A. M.

until ten o'clock

Saturday

',

The Houfe met
The committee

April

3,

1790.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.
appointed February 15th, on the petition of the Truflees

of DickinJbn College, made report, which was read,

as follows,

viz.

The

[
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to whom was referred the petition of the Truftees of
Dickinfon College, report
That they conceive the prefervation of Dickinfon College to be of great
importance to the {late of Pennsylvania. The advantages of its fituation,
with the fuccefs it has hitherto had, render it highly probable that it will

The committee,

become

luminary of fcience, extending its beneficial rays far into
the wildernefs on the weft, and, connecting itfelf on the eaft with the inftitutions of earlier date at Philadelphia, erftcl; that general diffufion of ufeful
fcience, which can alone inftruct us to value, and enable us to encreafe the
lingular bleffings and advantages we poflefs.
It is not eaiy, therefore, to
define any purpofes, to which the Legillature could more juftifiably apply
the funds within their power, than to relieve from its prefent temporary
difficulties an inftitution, which, with a fmall afliftance, will reward us fo
amply at a future day, but which, if now neglected, muft foon expire.
Yet the committee is too fenfible of the prefent ftate of the treafury, to
propofe what a greater degree of public opulence would admit, and have
a central

therefore confined themfelves to the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to authorife and
direct the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council to draw an order on
the Treafurer of the State for the fum of one thou/and pounds, in favour of

the Truftees of Dickinfon College, in the borough of Carlijle, and county of
Cumberland, to be repaid by the faid Truftees at the expiration of feven years,

without intereft.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed February 27th, on the petition of the Truftees
of the College, Academy and Charitable School of the city of Philadelphia,
made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of the Truftees of the
College, Academy and Charitable School of the city of Philadelphia, reportThat in their opinion it would be advifeable to attempt the formation of
a plan upon general and liberal principles, which would tend to promote the
interefts of literature, and prevent the feminaries already eftabliihed from
going to decay; but as the approaching conclufion of the feffion renders it
impoflible to procure the neceflary materials for the purpofe before the adjournment, they propofe a refolution, calculated to enable the Houfe to take
up the bufinefs immediately after the recefs. They have included in the
refolution, as relating to the fame fubject, the appointment of a committee,
in purfuance of the eighteenth fection of the act, entituled " An Acl to con" firm the ejlates and inter ejls of the College, Academy and Charitable School,"
conceiving that fuch vifitations, when directed by law, ought regularly to
be made, in order that the public, feeing the beneficial application of its
bounties, may be encouraged to extend its beneficence to other objects of a
like meritorious nature.

Refolved, That a committee be appointed to examine the books, accounts
and ceconomy of the Univerfity of the ftate of Pcnnfylvania, and to report
thereon to this Houfe at the next feffion ; and that the fame committee be
inftrucled to report fuch plan for the advancement of knowledge and literature, by means of the faid feminary, and of the College, Academy and Charitable School of the city of Philadelphia, as fhall appear molt proper for the

Legillature to adopt.

Ordered to

lie

on the

table.

Agreeably
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Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to the chair a bill, entituled
raifng, by way of lottery, the Jum of eight hundred pounds, jor

" An Acl for
se

redeeming the

hoxife

of public

worjljip belonging

to the

Hebrew

congregation

"

of the city of Philadelphia from the mortgage and incumbrance thereon"
which was read the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.

The

" An Ac~l to fufpend, for a limited time, the
Acl, entituled " An Act for the infpection of ihingles,
entituled

bill,

" of an

operation

and for

other purpofes therein mentioned," was read the third time, and coniidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
law.
*'

The bill, entituled " A Supplement to
" fate relative to the infpecTwn of ftaves,

Acls of AJfembly of this
heading and lumber" was read the
the feveral

third time, and confidered by paragraphs.

Ordered,
law.

The
**

That

be engrofled, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

it

" An Act to authorife and direct the Jale of the lands
and for other purpofes" was read the third time.

entituled

bill,

therein mentioned,

And

the firft enacting claufe being under confideration,
was, on motion of Mr. Raivle, feconded by Mr. Thomas,
Ordered, That the further confideration of the faid bill be poftponed.

It

The

entituled

bill,

"

" An Acl for appointing an additional Trttfee for the
was read the third time, and confidered by para-

county of Mifflin,"
graphs.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

law.

The
"
"

entituled

bill,

upon ujifeated and

"

An AB

to

enforce the due collection of taxes qffejfed
and for other purpofes

unimproved lands within this fate,

was read the third time.
on the queftion, " Will the Houfe
" gr&phs f"
It was determined in the negative.
therein mentioned,"

And

—

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

Monday
The Houfe met

A

—

letter

Council was

',

on Monday next, A.

April

5,

1790.

fame by para-

M.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

his Excellency the Prefident of the Supreme Executive
prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.

from

COUNCIL,
SIR,
In

c

confider the

Philadelphia, April $th,

1790.

committee of
requeft a conference this morning with a
to the LegiQathe General Affembly, on that part of their meffage
turc
3

OUNCIL

T
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turc of the twenty- fifth day of Auguji,

]
1789,

which

relates

to the

gun-

powder magazine.

/ am,

Sir,

With great
Tour

refpeSl,

moji obedient

and

mojl humble fervant,

THOMAS MIFFLIN.
Honorable Richard Peters, Efquire,
Speaker of the Gefieral Ajfembly.

And on

motion,

and by fpecial order,

the

fame was read the fecond

time.

That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Marfoall and Mr. Faux be

Ordered,

a

committee,

to confer with Council on the fubject matter contained in the faid letter,

and report thereon.

The

entituled

bill,

" An ASl

in

favour of Robert Thorn," was read the

third time, and confidered by paragraphs.

Ordered, That
law.

The
"
"
"

it

be engrofled, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

"

An ASl for

way of

fum of
eight hundred pounds, for redeeming the houfe of public worjhip belonging to
the Hebrew congregation of the city of Philadelphia from the mortgage and
incumbrance thereon," was read the fecond time, and confLdered by parabill,

entituled

graphs.
Ordered, That

it

raifing,

by

lottery,

the

be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

lished for confideration.

The following bills having been brought in engrofled, were feverally compared at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to fign the
lame, viz.
An
for appointing an additional 'Trufee for the county of Mifflin.
An
ft fufpend, for a limited time, the operation of an aSl, entituled
" An Act for the infpection of mingles, and for other purpofes therein
" mentioned."
to the fever al ASl's of Ajfembly of this Jl ate relative
to the infpeSlion of faves, heading and lumber.
to an aSl, entituled " An Aft to eftabliih a board
" of appeal within the feveral counties of this flate, and to grant exonera** tions in cafes of militia fines."
The bill, entituled " An ASl to reform the penal laws of this fate," having
Whereupon
been brought in engrofled, was compared at the table
A motion was made by Mr. Rawle, feconded by Gurney,
To annex the following paragraph, by way of rider, to the faid bill,

ACT
ACT

A SUPPLEMENT
A SUPPLEMENT

:

viz.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the force and
operation of the act hereinbefore mentioned, entituled " An ASl for amend** ing the penal laws
of this fate," mall, notwithstanding the faid act is herein repealed, remain valid and effectual as to all perfons convicted and fentenced to confinement, Servitude and hard labour, conformably to the true
intent and

meaning of the

faid act,

and cf this ad.

And

C
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And the faid paragraph being prefented to the chair, was read ; and on
motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond and third time,
and adopted.
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of being enadted with and
as part of the faid bill.
The report on the petition of the Truflees of Dickinfon College, read
April 3d, was read the fecond time: Whereupon
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to authorife and
direct the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council to draw an order on
the Treafurer of the State for the fum of one thoufand pounds, in favour of
the Truflees of Dickinfon College, in the borough of CarliJIe, and county of
Cumberland, to be repaid by the faid Truflees at the expiration of feven years,
without intereft.
Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Britton and Mr. Hoge be a committee, to
bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing refolution.
The report on the petition of the Truflees of the College, Academy and
Charitable School of the city of Philadelphia, read April 3d, was read the
fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of the Truflees of
the College, Academy and Charitable School of the city of Philadelphia, report

That in their opinion
upon general and

it

would be

advifeable to attempt the formation of

which would tend to promote the
and
prevent the feminaries already eftablifhed from
interefls of
going to decay ; but as the approaching conclufion of the feffion renders it
impoffible to procure the necefTary materials for the purpofe before the adjournment, they propofe a refolution, calculated to enable the Houfe to take
up the bufinefs immediately after the recefs. They have included in the
refolution, as relating to the fame fubjecl, the appointment of a committee,
in purfuance of the eighteenth fe&ion of the a£t, entituled " An Afl to con" firm the ejlates and inter ejls of the College, Academy and Charitable School
" of the city of Philadelphia, ajid to amend and alter the charters thereof, conte
formably to the revolution and to the confiitution and government of this com*' monwealth, and to ereEl the fame into an Univerfity," conceiving that fuch
vifitations, when directed by law, ought regularly to be made, in order that
the public, feeing the beneficial application of its bounties, may be encouraged to extend its beneficence to other objects of a like meritorious nature.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to examine the books, accounts
and'ceconomy of the Univerfity of the flate of Pennsylvania, and to report
thereon to this Houfe at the next feffion ; and that the fame committee be
inflrufted to report fuch plan for the advancement of knowledge and literature, by means of the faid feminary, and of the College, Academy and Charitable School of the city of Philadelphia, as fhall appear mofl proper for the
a plan

liberal principles,

literature,

Legiflature to adopt.
Ordered, That the city

members be

a

committee, for the purpofes contained

in the foregoing refolution.

The committee
ecutive Council,

appointed this forenoon, to confer with the Supreme

made

report,

which was

read,

as follows,

Ex-

viz.

appointed to confer with Council report, that they have
performed the duty affigned to them.
*

The committee

It

:

1

iS 8

j

appears that Council have found it impracticable to procure a fuitable
lot, without the limits of the city, for the neceifary purpofe of erecting a
magazine for the reception and ftorage of gun-powder, as directed by the
It

refolve of a late

Houfe of AfTembly on the 12th day of September, 1788.

A

proper fituation has occurred, and it is probable may be purchafed at a
reafonable price, on the banks of the Schuylkill, within the city bounds, but
the powers of Council do not extend to it.

The neceffity of a provifion of the kind being admitted, the propriety of
extending the powers contained in the faid refolution is evident, and the following refolution
Refolved,

is

therefore fubmitted, viz.

That the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council

be, and they
are hereby authorifed to contract for the purchafe of a fuitable lot of ground,
for the purpofe of erecting thereon a magazine for the ftorage of gun-

powder, and alfo to contract for erecting fuch building, upon fuch conftructions and of fuch dimenfions, as will conduce to the fecurity of the public in
this inftance ; and that this Houfe will at their next feflion by law make
provifion for the expences of fuch purchafe and building.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The Houfe refumed the confideration of the bill, entituled " An Act for
" the payment of the claim of Turnbull, Marmie and Company ;" and having
fully considered the fame by paragraphs,
Ordered, That it be engrofied, for the purpofe of being enacted into a
law.

Adjourned

until three o'clock, P.

M.

Eodem Die.
The Houfe met

P.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

An Act to fufpend the
of lands therein mentioned for a time therein limited-" and, having
obtained leave, prefented the fame to the chair, when it was read the firft
time; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond
Mr. Kennedy,

in his place, read a bill, entituled

*•*

" fales

time, as follows, viz.

An

ACT

to

fufpend the fales of lands therein mentioned for a time therein
limited'

WHEREAS by

complaints have been from time to time exhibited to this
AfTembly,
the non-refident holders of lands in feveral counties of
this Hate, of the difficulties under which they labour, from the mode of
taxation which has been purfued with refpect to their lands, and this Affembly are convinced that fome means fhould be fallen upon to relieve them
from fome of the evils complained of, but a plan fully adequate cannot now
be digefted, fo as to do juftice as well to the ftate as the individual
Be it enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Reprefentatives of the
freemen of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in General AfTembly met,
and by the authority of the fame, That all fales for taxes on lands belonging
to non-refident land-holders within this flate be, and the fame are hereby
fufpended until the
day of
next; and the faid
non-refident holders of lands are hereby enjoined and required to furnifh the
commiffioners of the feveral counties, within which the lands to them refpectively belonging are fituated, with complete lifts and defcriptions of their
lands,

—

:

I

.
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fpecifying the quantity and fituation j to the end that a full knowledge of their property may be had, and they being held refponfible for the
accuracy of their information, all complaints on this head may on their

'lands,

part ceafe.

And

whereas it is the determination of this AfTembly to take, at their n;xt
and effectual meafures for collecting the faid taxes, and delays
of payment, when the taxes tire found to be properly affeffed, will not conduce either to the intereft of the ftate, or of thofe who owe them, as they
will thereby put it out of the power of this Affembly, confiftent with their
duty to other citizens, to indulge any perfons improperly withholding payfeffion, juft

ment
Be

it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the Treafurer of this ftate,
or the Treafurer of any county in which unfeated lands lie, may receive, on
account, any fum or fums due for taxes laid on unfeated lands, provided the

fame

fball not be lefs than one third part of the tax due by any non-refident
land holder, and give receipts therefor, to be allowed on the final adjuftment
of the accounts of the perlbn paying the fame.
And in confidering the firft enacting claufe,
It was moved by Mr. Faux, feconded by Mr. Rawle,
To poftpone the confideration of the faid paragraph, in order to introduce
the following as a fubftitute, viz.
Be it enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen of the Commonwealth of Pennfyhania, in General Affembly met,
and by the authority of the fame, That previous to any fale to be held by
the Commiffioners of the feveral counties of this commonwealth, of any
of the lands within the meaning and intention of the faid recited act, for
any taxes or arrears of taxes due to this commonwealth, the Commiffioners
of the refpective counties in which fuch lands lie fhall caufe the faid lands,
and the taxes due thereon, and the owners names thereof, to be publicly
advertifed in their refpective counties, and in one or more of the public
weeks fucceffively j
papers of the city of Philadelphia, for at leaft
the
owners
default
of
thereof,
perfons
for
them, difcharging
or
fome
and in
the faid taxes, the faid Commiffioners fhall caufe the faid lands, the taxes
on which fhall not be fo difcharged, to be fet up to public fale, agreeable to

the laws

And
"

now

commonwealth.
— " Will
Houfe

in force in this

on the queftion,

agree to the pofponement, for the

the

'aforefaid purpofe f"

was determined

It

in

the affirmative, and the laid propofed paragraph

adopted.

And

A

the fecond enacting claufe being under confideration,
motion was made by Mr. Vaux, feconded by Mr. Rawle,

To

poftpone the confideration of the faid claufe, in order to introduce
the following in lieu thereof, viz.
Be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if no perfon fhall bid the
fum due on each tract, then, and in that cafe, the faid Commiffioners fhall
caufe the fame to be bid in for the ufe of this commonwealth, and make
return thereof to the Treafurer of the commonwealth, due and legal notice
being firft given of the time and place of fuch fale.
And on the queftion, " Will the Houfe agree to the pofponement, for the

"

aforefaid purpofe
It

V

was determined

in the affirmative,

3

and the

U

faid

propofed paragraph adopted.

And

[
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And

the preamble to the faid bill being under conlideration,
was moved by Mr. Faux, feconded by Mr. Paul,

It

To

poftpone the fame, in order -to introduce the following in lieu thereof,

viz.

Whereas an adT: of ArTembly of this commonwealth, entituled " An A5i
"further to continue an Ac~l, entituled " An Ad to fufpend the fale of
" lands for non-payment of taxes, and for other purpofes therein men-

"

tioned," has expired by its own limitation
And whereas many inconveniencies may arife to the owners of unfettled lands in this commonwealth,
if the faid lands fhall be fet up and fold for the taxes due thereon, without
:

fome further notice
and that

all

in arrear

upon

fuch owners

"

the queflion,
faid purpofe ?"

was carried

It

And

the

— " Will

:

:

the Hou/e agree to the pojlponement, for the afore-

in the affirmative, and the faid propofed

preamble adopted.

of the faid

bill being then under confideration,
motion was made by Mr. Vaux, feconded by Mr. Paul,

A

title

To amend
" An Act

On

"

may

their faid lands

On

owners
To prevent the faid inconveniencies,
have reafonable time and notice of the taxes

to the faid

the fame, fo as to read as follows, viz.
relating to the fales of lands therein mentioned."
" Will the Hou/e agree to the pojlponement,

the queftion,
faid purpofe ?"

—

for the ajore-

was determined

in the affirmative, and the propofed title adopted.
the faid bill having been fully confidered by paragraphs,
Ordered, That it be tranfcribed for a third reading, and forthwith published for confideration.
It

And

by way of rider, to the bill, entituled " An Ac!
" to reform the penal laws of this /late," having been brought in engroifed,
was compared at the table, and the faid bill, together with the rider, enacted into a law, and the Speaker directed to fign the fame.
The following bills having been brought in engrofled, were feverally compared at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to fign the

The

additional claufe,

fame, viz.

An
An

ACT in favour of Robert Thorn.
ACT for the payment of the claim

of Turnbull, Marmie and

Com-

pany.

Adjourned until nine o'clock to-morrow, A.

'Tuefday,

April 6, 1790.

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment.
The bill, entituled '* An A£l relating to
*'

tioned,"

Ordered,

M.

A. M.

the fales of lands therein

men-

was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs.

That

it

be engrofled, for the purpofe of being enacted into a

law.

The report of the committee appointed to confer with the Supreme Executive Council, read yefterday, was read the fecond time; and the refolution
therein contained being under confideration, viz.
Refolved, That the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council be, and they
are hereby authorifed to contract for the purchafe of a fuitable lot of ground,
for

3
51

3
8
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for the purpofe of erecting thereon a

magazine for the ftorage of gun -powder,
and alfo to contract for ere&ing fuch building, upon fueh conftrucYions and
of fuch dimenfions, as will conduce to the fecurity of the public in this instance j and that this Houfe will at their next feffion by law make provifion
for the expences of fuch purchafe and building.

On

the queftion,

— " Will

the Houfe agree to thefaidrefolution ?"

and Nays being called thereon by Mr. Kennedy and Mr.

— the Yeas

Mitchell, were as fol-

low, viz.

YEAS.
i

Lawrence

Sickle,

2 Jacob Hiltzbeimer,
William Rawle,
Francis
Gurney,
4
3

5 Samuel AJhmead,
6 Thomas Paul,

7 Thomas Brit ton,
8 Elias Boys,

9 Gerardus Wynkoop,

io Valentine Upp,
ii John Chapman,
12 James Bryan,
Richard Thomas,
1
14 Henry Dering,
15 John Miller,
16 Thomas Clingan,
17 Jacob Schmyfer,

Thomas

1

YEAS.
2i John Ludwig,
22 Nicholas Lutz,
23 Daniel Leinbach,
24 Conrad Ihrie, jun.

25 Herman Hujband,
26 James Mar/hall,
27 Jacob Reiff,
28 Jonathan Roberts,
29 Benjamin Markley,
30 James Faux,
Jacob Miley,
3
32 John Car/on,

33

5 David Mitchell,
6 John Moore,
7 John Baird,
8 James Barr,

So

it

"'

Lloyd,
Riley.

NAYS.
9 James

Allifon,

I o Alexander Wright,

I I

Thomas Ryerfon,

12

j^«

Gilchreejl,

James Finley,
1
14 James John/on,
1

j'oiw .R^rf.

in the affirmative.

"

yfo Act for raifing, by way of lottery, the [urn of
belonging
eight hundred pounds, for redeeming the houfe of public worjhip
mortgage
the
Philadelphia
from
city
the
of
to the Hebrew Congregation of
time.
and incumbrance thereon," was read the third

The
"
"

was carried

Hugh

39 Richard

NAYS.
Richard Downing, jun.
1
2 James Cunningham,
3 John Stewart,
4 Thomas Kennedy,

M'Cr eight,

34 Obadiah Gore,
2$ David Stewart,
36 John Nevil,
37 John Harris,
38

Lilley,

19 William Godfrey,
20 Jonathan Hoge,

Jawe*

And

bill,

entituled

in confidering the following paragraph, viz.

hereby enafted by the Reprefentatives of the freemen of the commonwealth of Pennfylvania, in General AfTembly met, and
William
by the authority of the fame, That Manuel Jofephfon, Solomon Lyon,
Etting be, and they are hereWiftar, John Duffield, Samuel Hays and Solomon
lottery hereby inftituted and
the
of
by appointed Managers and Directors

Be

J

it

rr

enacted, and

it is

directed

—

35

11

[
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directed to be drawn, for the preparing and difpofing of tickets, to overfee the

drawing of the lots, and to order and perform all fuch other matters and
things as are herein after directed and appointed to be done and performed
and that the faid managers, or any four of them, fhall meet together at fome
convenient place, to be by them appointed, for the execution of the powers
and trufts repofed in them by this act, and mail caufe proper books to be pre-

which each leaf fhall be divided into three columns, upon the
innermoft of which fhall be printed two thoufand one hundred and fixty
tickets, numbered one, two, three, and fo onwards, in arithmetical pro.greflion, where the common excefs is but one, until they rife to the number
two thoufand one hundred and fixty ; upon the outfide column there ihall
be printed the like number of tickets, of the fame breadth and form, and
numbered in like manner ; and in the middle column fhall be printed a third
fet of tickets, of the fame number with thofe of the two other columns ;
which tickets fhall be joined with oblique lines or devices, in fuch manner
pared, in

the faid managers mall direct ; and every of the laft mentioned tickets
have written or printed thereupon (befides the number of fuch ticket,
and the year of our Lord) the following words, viz.
as

fhall

HEBREW CONGREGATION LOTTERY.
THIS Ticket entities the Bearer to fuch Prize as may be drawn again/} its
number, if demanded within nine months after the drawing is finifoed, fubjeSt to
a deduction of twenty-five per cent.
On
Nays

the queftion,
being called by

—

"Will the Houfe agree to the fame F" the Yeas and
Mr. Rawle and Mr. Clingan, were as follow, viz.

YE

YEAS.
Lawrence

Sickle,

19 John Ludwig,
20 Nicholas Lutz,

5 Thomas Britton,

22
23
24
25
26

7 Valentine Upp,
8 Richard Thomas,
9 Richard Downmg, jun.
io Henry Dering,
ii fames Cunningham,
12 John Miller,

Thomas Clingan,
Schmyfer,
Jacob
14

1

John Stewart,
16 Thomas Lilley,
1

J William Godfrey,

2

1

William Rawle,

Thomas Paul,

3

Gerardus Wynkoop,

4 John Chapman,
5 James Bryan,

Daniel Leinbach,
Conrad Ibrie, jun.
Herman Hujband,

John White,
Thomas Ryerfon,
James Johnfon,

27 Jacob Reifif,
28 Benjamin Markley,
29 Jacob Miley,
30 John Car/on,
Qbadiah Gere,
3
32

David

Stewart,

33 f°^ n Nevil,

34 Richard

Riley.

NAYS.

NAYS.
2

S.

18 Jonathan Hoge,

Jacob Hiltzheimer,
3 Francis Gurney,
4 Samuel AJlmead,
6 Elias Boys,

l

A

6 Thomas Kennedy,
7 David Mitchell,

John Baird,
9 James Barr,
10 James Allijon,
8

NAYS.

5

[
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NAYS.

NAYS.
11 Alexander Wright,

16 Jonathan Roberts?

12 James

17 James Faux,
18 */<j<6« Harris,

MarJJ.uill,

13 John Gilchreejl,
14 James Finiey,
y<?^« Rhea,

1

So

19 ifyg/6 Lloyd.

it

was determined

in the affirmative.

having been fully confidered by paragraphs,
Ordered, That it be engroffed, for the purpofe of bting enafted into a

And

the faid

bill

law.

of accounts made report, .which was read ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time, and adopted,

The committee

as follows,

viz.

The committee
That

there

is

of accounts report
due to Daniel Humphreys, for

fix fetts

of the Pennfyhania
010 °
X>

Mercury for one year,
bill, entit.led
the
Mercury
For publishing in the Pennfyhania
" An ASl to enforce the due cohesion of the revenues of the
fate, &c."
_

£

T

l

£8

5

o

5

o

favour
Refolved, That the Speaker draw an order on the State Treafurer, in
of Daniel Humphreys, for the fum of eight pounds five Jhillings, in full of
his account.

of accounts made report, which was read; and on moand adopted,
tion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time,

The committee

as follows,

viz.

The committee of accounts report
That they have examined the accounts of Peter Z. Lloyd, Clerk of the
the payGeneral Aflembly, of the contingent expences of the Houfe, for
ment whereof two orders, amounting to one hundred and Jeventy -five pounds,
remains, after
have been heretofore voted in his favour, and find that there
of two pounds
fum
the
aforefaid,
purpofe
fundry difburfements for the
the

two

Jhillings,

in favour of the ftate, in his hands.

Your committee alio
That there is due to

report

.

the faid Peter Z. Lloyd, for fervices during the Iaft
balance of two pounds two Jhillings, the
recefs after deducing the above
neceffary that a furfum of nine pounds eighteen Jhillings. And as it is
for the payment of future continther fum of money fhould be advanced

Therefore
orders on the State Treafurer, in favour
Refolved, That the Speaker draw
pounds eighteen Jhillings, in full of
of Peter Z Lloyd, for the fum of nine
pounds, to pay the contingent
hundred
one
his account, and for the fum of
for by him to the General Afexpences of the Houfe, to be accounted

gent expences

:

ei

on moof accounts made report, which was read ; and
adopted,
and
time,
was read the fecond
tion, and by fpecial order, the fame

The committee

as follows,

viz.

The committee of accounts report
That there appears due to Hall and
the
pounds for printing the minutes of

Sellers,

firft

one hundred

feffion

and twenty-one

of the foulteenth

^f

A

e

b

C

a6.4

3

Afiembly, -and fourteen pounds for printing
100 copies of the RedderGeneral s ftatement of accounts in fpecie, and
/even pounds for printing 100
copes of the ftatement of continental and ftate
money, amounting, in the
wfiole, to one hundred and forty-two pounds.
*
Rgohed That the Speaker draw an order on the State
Treafurer, in favour
of Ha// and Sellers, for one hundred and
forty-two pounds, in full of their account for printing the minutes of the laft feffion,
and copies of the feveral
ftatements made by the Regiftcr-Gcncral of
the public accounts, as per their
account rendered.
..

.

The

motion made by Mr. Clingan, feconded by
Mr, Mac/ay, read April
^
2d, was read the fecond time.
And on thequeftion,-" Will the Hou/e agree to the
following re/olutionf-

That the petitioners in favour of a divifion of
the county of
York are hereby authonfed to procure a furvey
of the line defignated in a
entituled « An AclforereSiing part
of t be county of York into a feP arate county,
or any other line or lines of divifion which
thofe concerned
may think proper, fo that the fame be done at the expence
of the faid petitioners ; and that Mo/es M'Clean, furveyor,
be, and he is hereby appointed
.lor the aforefaid purpofe, and is
requeued to make report of the fame, by
courfes and diftances, to this Afiembly,
at their next feffion.
It was carried in the negative.
The committee of accounts made report, which was read and
;
on mot-ion
and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond
time, and adopted
r
as follows, viz.
Re/ohed,

Ml

The committee
That

there

of accounts report=

fum of money due to Thomas Bradford for
and for news-papers ; and as he requefts that a
part
ol his account may be now paid him, Therefore
Re/ohed, That the Speaker draw an order on the State
Treafurer, in favour
of Thomas Bradford, for the fum of one
hundred and twenty pounds, on account
ol printing for the General Afiembly.
The committee of accounts made report, which was read ; and
on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was
read the fecond time, and adopted,
r
'
as follows, viz.
is

printing laws and

a confiderable
bills,

m

The committee

of accounts report
fum of money is due to Michael Bilmeyer, for printing
the minutes in the German language, but not being
pofleffed of his account,
they offer the following refolution, viz.
Re/ohed, That the Speaker draw an order on the
Treafurer of the ftate in
favourof Michael Bilmeyer, for
pounds,
on account for printing the mifi/ty
nutes in the German language.

That

The

a confiderable

following

compared
tne^ame,

bills

having been brought

in

engrofled,- we.re feverally

the table, enadfed into laws, and the Speaker
direded to fien
6
viz.
at

ACT

An
for rai/ng, by way 0/ lottery, the /urn 0/ eight hundred pounds,
for redeeming the hoi/e of public worfoip belonging to the Hebrew
of

1

niiadeJphia

An

ACT

/rom

routing

Congregation

the mortgage
to the /ales

and incumbrance

thereon.

of lands therein mentioned.

On

C

^5

1

On

motion of Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Clingan,
Refohed, That the fum of ten pounds be allowed to James Martin, ttit
Sergeant-at-Arms, and Jofeph Fry, Door-keeper of the Houfe, refpeftively,
for their fervices during the recefs.
On motion,
Refohed, That Jacob Shallus be allowed twenty flnllings per diem for his
fervices, in affifting the Clerk of the Houfe in the difcharge of the duties of
his appointment.
On motion of Mr. D. Stewart and Mr. Raw/e,
Ordered, That the Clerk caufe to be printed, and tranfmitted to the feveral
county Commiffioners, ioo copies of the act, entituled " An Act relating
M to the Jales of lands therein mentioned"

The committee
had

appointed to

affix-

the feal to the laws reported, that they

affixed the feal to the following laws, viz.

^SUPPLEMENT

to the acl, entituled " An Acl to provide for the
of the Officers of the Land-Office," enabled the eighth day of December, one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-nine.
I.

"

falaries

II.

ACT for founding

An

and endowing a public fchool

in the

town and

county of Huntingdon.

ACT

III.

An

IV.

An A C T

/o negulate the exportation' of
to repeal part

Pot-A/h and Pearl- Afo.

of the additional Supplement

to the acts

regulation of the militia of this commonwealth.

V.
VI.

ACT
An ACT

An

to divide the

rt

for

the

v

county of Fayette into election

dijlricts.

compenfate William Lyon, Efquire.

VII. An A C T to reimburfe Gabriel Coxe, George Valendigham and Andrew Sweringen, for mo?iies advanced by them in the defence of the frontiers of

Wafhington

county.

ACT

directing the payment of the accounts of fundry Deputy
VIII. An
Surveyors of the depreciation lands.

IX.

An

An

ACT
ACT

relating to the fee urities to be given by Sheriffs

and Coroners.

for a limited time, fo much of the acl of Affembly
to regulate the ffoery in the rivers Codorus and Conewago, in York county, as
relates to the erecting of platforms to the dams therein mentioned.

X.

XL An

to fufpend,

ACT for fettling

the accounts cf James Rowan, late Collector of
taxes in the county of Philadelphia, and for other purpofes therein mentioned.

ACT

XII. An
"Wafhington county.

to alter the place

of holding

elections in the

fecond

diflricl

of

i«ACT

declaring the affent of this State to certain amendments to
ihe conftitution of the United States.

XIII.

XIV. An

ACT

to

provide for the more effectual relief of the widows and
and privates of the militia, who have lojl their lives in

children cf the officers
the fervice of their country.

XV. An

[

XV. An

SUPPLEMENT

Additional

fpecling public auctions

ACT

/j
to

Huntingdon

counties,

" An Act
"'

feveral a£ls of AJemhly re-

authorife and dlrecl the Supreme "Executive Council to
audit and fettle the accounts between Bedford and

and for other purpofes

therein mentioned.

rt provide for the fafety of the records of the fever al councommonwealth, and for other purpofes therein mentioned.

A

XVIII.

to the

ACT

XVII. An
ties in this

J

and auctioneers*

appoint commijjioners

XVI. An

266

Further

SUPPLEMENT

to

the a£l of Afembly, entitled

for the relief of infolvent debtors within the province of

Penn-

Jylvania."

XIX. An A C

T

for compenfatlng Laughlin M'Cartney, and others

therein

mentioned, for fupplies by them furnifjed the civil officers of Northumberland
county in the year one thoujand J'even hundred and feventy-five.

XX.
" ing

^SUPPLEMENT

to

the aft,

entituled

" An Adl

the fouth-weft: part of the county of Cumberland into a

XXI. An

ACT for

the relief of

John Lytic, John

new

Webb

for erect-

county."

and William

Murray.

XXII. An

ACT

in

favour of Reading Howell, and for other purpofes

therein mentioned.

ACT

XXIII. An
for further enlarging the time limited by the acJ, entituled
" An Act for facilitating the redemption of the bills of credit emitted in the
" year one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-one, and for redeeming part
*'

«'
ff

ft

of the funded debt of this ftate, for extending the time for patenting
lands which were located before the declaration of independency, and for
giving a right of pre-emption to actual fettlers for procuring warrants for
the lands by them occupied."

T

XXIV. An A C
Lancafter, and the

lot

to authorife the fale of the barracks In the borough of
or lots on which they are creeled, and for other purpofes

therein mentioned.

XXV. An A C T
of

Common

to reduce the tax upon writs iffued out of the County Court
Pleas of Philadelphia county, during the time therein limited.

XXVI. An

ACT

to

repeal an ail, entituled

" An Act

for afcertaining

" and confirming to certain perlbns, called Connecticut Claimants, the lands
" by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for other purpofes
" therein mentioned."

XXVII. An A C

T for

appointing two additional Trufees for the county of

Huntingdon.

ACTrt incorporate the Carpenters Company ^/"Philadelphia.
ACT/o make provlfion for repairs at Mud-Ifland.

XXVIII. An

XXIX. An

A

SUPPLEMENTS^

XXX.
further
corporate the city of Philadelphia,

ail, entituled

" An

Ad to

in-

XXXI. An

[
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ACT

XXXI. An
for altering a certain claufe in the charter of the corporation for the relief of the widows and children of Clergymen of the P rot ell ant
Epifcopal Church in the United States of America.
XXXII. An

ACT

XXXIII. An

ACT

XXXIV. An
" An

ACT

to

reform the penal laws of this fate.

due
and for other purpofes therein mentioned.
,

to enforce the

of the revenues of the fate,

collection

rt fufpend, for a limited time, the operation of an aft,
Act for the infpe&ion of mingles, and for other purpofes
therein mentioned."

entituled
*'

XXXV. An

ACT for

appointing an additional Trufee for the county of

Mifflin.

XXXVI.
fate

iSUPPLEMENT^A fever

relative to the in/peclion of Jlaves,

XXXVII.
**

a

al

ABs

of Afembly of

this

heading and lumber.

A SUPPLEMENT to an acl,

entituled

" An

board of appeal within the feveral counties of this
in cafes of militia fines."

Ad

ftate,

to eftablifh

and to grant

" exonerations

ACT in favour of Robert Thorn.
ACT for the payment of the claim

XXXVIII. An

XXXIX. An

of Turnbull,

Marmie

and Company.

ACT relating the files of lands
An ACT for raifng, by way of

XL. An

to

therein mentioned.

lottery, the fum of eight hundred
XLI.
pounds, for redeeming the houfe of public worjh'ip belonging to the Hebrew
congregation of the city of Philadelphia from the mortgage and incumbrance

thereon.

Which

laws were, as ufual, depofited in the Rolls-Office.

Adjourned

until the

Fourth Tuefday

in

Auguf

PETER

next, at three o'clock, P.

Z.

LLOYD,

M.

Clerk

of the General AfTembly.

A

P P E N-

P P E
5the following

N D

X.

I

papers not having been handed in in

time to be infer ted in their proper places^ are here

annexed.

"REASONS for

the Vote given by the Subfcribers on the Quejlion of the 26th

Day

A

of March, 1790.

PROTEST

having been entered againft the refolutions adopted
on the 26th ultimo, relative to the arreft of Conrad Ihrie, jun. Efq;

we deem

We

it

neceffary to give to our conftituents the reafons for our votes.

conceive that

we

are in this refpect,

whofe

we

as well as in all others,

bound

but the

and whofe
dignity and fovereignty we are entrufted to reprefent, and that the exemption
from arrefts during feffion, and in going to and returning from the fame,
except for treafon, felony, or breach of the peace, is calculated for their
fervants of the people,

interests

are

to maintain,

not for that of their Reprefentatives.

benefit,

members of

the Legiflature, collected for the folemn and important purpofes of their delegation, are liable to be arretted for other caufes
than thofe which have been ftated, the neceffary confequence is, that the
public bufinefs may be obftructed and the public intereft fuffer, while that
time which ought to be exclufively applied to the performance of our duties
If the

may be

fpent in oppofing groundlefs accufations, through

all

the forms and

procraftinations of the law.

The immunity from arreft does not extend to treafon, felony, or breach
of the peace; becaufe, where the commifllon of a crime is open and manifest, it becomes evident that the member offending is unworthy of the
public truft, and that to protect him from profecution would be a greater
injury than benefit to the community.
But an arreft for the purpofe of obtaining fureties of the peace is founded upon very different principles.
Surety of the peace may be required at the difcretion of the Magiftrate,
and as there are not and cannot be any rules to regulate that difcretion, if
the Magiftrate, on a complaint made, thinks fit to compel any perfon whatever to give fuch furety, although in fact no juft occalion for it may exift,
he is not afterwards liable to impeachment or punishment.
Thus a dangerous latitude is vefted, which might eafily be exercifed for party purpofes
over the members of the Legiflature, by reftraining them from the performance of their duties, and perhaps committing them to gaol on the day
of
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of fome important queftion, the decifion of which

it

was

vent.

Yet

wiflied to

pre-

*

if the privilege in

this inftance had been relinquished by our
predeShould have thought ourfelves no lefs bound by it
than we conceive ourfelves bound to maintain all thofe privileges, tending
to promote
the benefit of the people, which are veiled in us by the Constitution
under
which we aft.
derive our information and authority upon this point
from the ninth feftion of the Frame of Government, which, after enumerating certain powers and privileges vetted in the Legiflature,
proceeds to
declare, that the General Affembly « (hall have all other pov/ers
neceflary
«« for the Legiflature of a free
State or commonwealth."
Thus the queflion
ceflors,

we

We

is

reduced to

.a

plain

its

already Stated,

is

is

or

and

only remains to determine whether the
arrefls, in all other than the cafes
not neceflary for the Legiflature of a free common-

iflue,

power of proteding

it

members from

wealth.

Upon principles it has already been Shewn, and, if we colled* the determinations of others upon the Subject, we fliall find our opinions confirmed
by an authority of the moft refpedtable nature. In the Conjiitution of the
United States, the exceptions of treafon, felony and breach of the peace are
alone enumerated.
may add, without impropriety, that the alterations

We

and amendments

to the Conflitution

moft enlightened men we
the fame terms.

poflefs,

of this State, propofed by fome of the
enumerates only the fame exceptions, in

has however been contended, that the privileges of the Britijh Home
are over-ruled by the common law, which we have adopted,
in all cafes where furety of the peace is required.
fhort examination
will detect the fallacy of this pofition.
It

of

Commons

A

(hould be obferved in the firfr, place., that the members of the Houfe
reprefent but a third part of the nation, the King and the
Houfe of Lords constituting diStinct and unreprefented branches ; while
the General Aflembly of this commonwealth is a reprefen ration of the whole
people ; and therefore the analogy is not fo Strong as to induce us to be regulated by precedents derived from that body.
But without refling upon
this argument we Shall further remark, that the privileges of the Houfe of
Commons were coeval with its institution j they are neceflary for its fafety,
and they ought to have continued with its existence. But motives, derived from the occafional politics of that country, have prevailed with the
members of that Houfe to relinquish, in fucceflion, almoSt all of thofe
privileges which the fafety of their conftituents required, though it could
In 1626 both Houfes of Parliament, by refolunot compel them to retain.
tions entered on their journals, declared the cafes to which perfonal privilege
fhould not extend, and upon different occafions fince they have reflgned the
greateSt part of thofe privileges, which unqueflionably adhere to the Leneed only to inftance the fervice of
giflature of this flate at this hour.
civil procefs, to which in England every member of the Legiflature is at
all times liable, and which cannot be Served upon the Reprefentatives of the
people of Perfn/jrhania, without the confent of the member, until after the
But it is remarkable, that the refufal to give
expiration of the feflion.
It

of

Commons

We

Security

—
2 7°
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fecurity of the peace is ftill, in England, the only point which fapports the
authority to arreft or commit, and no cafe has been produced of a warrant
ifiued againft a perfon having privilege of Parliament, previous to a demand

of fecurity.

The

firffc

writer

Juftice Coke,

who,

upon the
in

common

law

who

volume of

his fourth

refers

to the fubject

Injiitutes,

is

obferves, that

Chief
'*

in

" informations for the King, privilege of Parliament does not hold in trea" fon, felony and the peace." To lay nothing of the inference to be drawn
from the words " informations for the King," to which be appears to confine
it, nor of the apparent ambiguity of expreffion, which may be conftrued to
fignify either breach of the peace, or iurety of the peace, we fhall only
obferve, that, from the time when the book was published, it is evident that,
the fenfe contended for ought to be affixed to the terms he has ufed, his
authority muft be the refolutions already mentioned, for the fame author
affirms in his reports, that " the privilege, order or cuftom of Parliament
" belongs to the determination and decifion only of the Court of Parliaif

" ment."

The

decifions

which have

fince taken place in England, particularly the

time of "James II. and of Mr. Wilkes, in
inftead of refuting, confirm the pofitions
Monarch,
the reign of their prefent
we have laid down. In the latter cafe it is eftablilhed, that privilege of Parliament does not extend to thofe breaches of the peace, in which furety of
cafes of the feven Bilhops,

in the

the peace may be required ; fo that, inftead of excluding the privilege in all
And to this
breaches of the peace, it is excluded only in fome of them.
cafe of Wilkes we may particularly refer, to evince the impropriety of drawing precedents from a country, where the privileges vefted in the reprefentatives of the people, for the benefit and fafety of their conftituents, are fo readily facrificed, to gratify the wilhes of a Minifter, or to promote the purpofes

of the prevailing party.

We

have been the more full in ftating the law upon this head, not only
becaufe, when accurately examined, it refutes fo much of the proteft .as is
founded upon it, but alfo becaufe the diu'entients appear to lay fo much ftrefs
upon the pra&ice of the Britifi Parliaments.

But we have difclaimed, and we continue

to difclaim

any other authority

for our conduct, than the rights of a free people reprefented in a free Legiswhich we are bound to
lature j rights, which we have received in truft,

—

maintain, by the moil: folemn obligations humanity is capable of devifing,
and which we are therefore unauthorifed to relinquish.

exception that has been made in the third refolution is a necefiary
When the Legiflature is adjourned, it is
part of the principles we profefs.
obvious that the privilege, as to all matters of a criminal nature, fhould ceafe.
The public welfare requires it; and as no privileges can exift, which ihall be
found incompatible with the public welfare, it is evident that members of
the Legiilature from that time become liable to all thofe proceedings (exclufive of civil (hits, till a reafonable time for returning home has expired) to
which private men are fubjecled. In this refolve, therefore, we have only

The

declared the rule, not eftablilhed

it.

Of
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Of

the concluding infinuation contained in the proteft, that, at the time
when thefe refolutions were adopted, " the right of enquiring into, and
" complaining of, and petitioning and remonitrating againft the proceedings

of this Houfe, by the people out of the Houfe, was brought into quet* ftion," we can only fay, that if fuch a queftion ever has been agitated in
this Houfe, it mull have been by or amongft the diifentients.
know no?*

We

thing of

it.

Lawrence

Thomas

Sickle,

William Godfrey,

William Raivle,
Francis Gurney,

James Faux,

Jacob Schmyfer,

Samuel Afomead,
Thomas Britton,
Richard Thomas,

John

Car/on,

Obadiab Gore,

Thomas Ryerfon,

David Stewart,
James Bryan,
John Stewart,

.

Richard Downing, jun.
Henry Dering,
John Chapman,
Jonathan Roberts,
Gerardus Wynkoop,

John

REASONS

of

DISSENT

for reprimanding
1 ft.

Lilley,

Jacob Hiltzbeimer,

Benjamin Markley,
Richard Riley,

Thomas Paul,
John White.

Miller,

againf the Refolution of

John Nicholson,

March 30^,

1790,

Efquire.

T]>E CAUSE we are convinced that Mr. Nicholfon has done nothing,
[3 but what by the exprefs terms of our conftitution (which we have

folemnly fworn to obferve) every citizen of this commonwealth is warConceiving himfelf aggrieved and injured by the mifrepreranted to do.
fentations of a member of this Hcufe, he has written a letter to the Speaker,
complaining of fuch mifreprefentations as are injurious to him, and has put
his letter into print. For by the fixteenth feclion of the bill of rights, the
people of this commonwealth have a right " to apply to the Legiflature for
" redrefs of grievances, by addrefs, petition or remonftrance." By the
fourteenth and fifteenth fections of the frame of government it is required
that " the proceedings of the Legiflature be public, and that they be fubject
" to the confederation of the people ;" and by the thirty-fifth fedlion, " the
rt printing preiTes mail be free to every perfon, who undertakes to examine
'« the proceedings of any part of government."

all

2d. Becaufe we think that the right of complaint by thofe who conceive
themfelves injured is one of thofe principles which ought to fubfift in every
form of government, and that no public body mould be fo facted as to pre-

clude the complaints of thofe who believe themfelves aggrieved by that
If the complaints are well-founded, they
bodv, or any member of it.
ou^ht to be redreffed, if important, they ought to be examined, and if trivial, or even unfounded, in our opinion it is mod confiflent with real digniIn the prefent cafe, as the complaint was
ty to pafs them by with neglect.
of an important nature to the government, as well as to the individual com3

Z

plaining,

[272]
plaining, we think that it was the duty of the Houfe to have calmly and
difpafhonately examined into the truth of it, instead of adopting hasty re-

which could have no good tendency, but is calculated to stifle
enquiry, to promote heats, and revive that fpirit of party and difcord which
we hoped had fubiided in the breafts of all good men, and to abridge the juft
folutions,

rights of the citizen.

3d. Becaufe we are fully convinced that the complaint was well founded,
and therefore that he has been most injurioufly treated by the proceedings of
the Houfe.
4th. For that the claim of privilege in the prefent cafe was, in our
opinion, not only ufelefs, but mifchievous, as the pretence of protecting a
member of the Houfe, whofe attendance was not interrupted, and whofe
perfon or property was neither injured nor threatened, appears to us to be
frivolous and unfounded ; and we cannot fee the necessity or advantage of
protecting the whole, or any part of the legiflature, from an investigation
into the truth of what is afferted or declared, either openly and publicly, or
in private communications among the members.
Our constitution intended
that the Houfe fhould derive all poffible light and information, as well from
without the walls, as within, and we are acting in diametrical oppofition to
the fpirit of the constitution, when we attempt to bar up the paffage against
information from without.
5th. Becaufe

appears to us both unjust and impolitic; unjust, becaufe it
to follow the crime, and confequently a retrofpective law;
impolitic at this enlightened period, when fome of the governments in Europe have relinquished or ceafed to exercife their high pretenfions and defpotic claims to privilege, and others are daily relinquishing them, for the Reprefentatives of the freemen of Pennfyhania to fet up fuch a claim, and exercife it in fuch a manner as is not warranted by our constitution, and has

is

it

making the law

fcarcely a parallel in the moft arbitrary government.

Thomas Kennedy,
John Nevil,
John Baird,
James Cunningham,
James Allifon,
James John/Ion,
Jonathan Hoge,
James Marfoall,
John Moore,
John Gilchreeji,
James Barr,

David

Mitchell,

James Finley,
John Harris,
Nicholas Lutz,
John Ludwig,
Daniel Leinbacb,
Jacob Miley,
Alexander Wright,
Samuel Maclay,
John Rhea.

D IS SEN-
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DISSENTIENT from
mittee in

favour of

repealing the

" ing and confirming

"
"
lft *

lands by

the

]

Vote adopting the Report of the

AB,

entituied

« An Adt

Com-

for afcertain-

to certain perfons, called ConneBicut Claimants, the

them claimed within

the county of Luzerne, and for other

purpofes therein mentioned."

E C A U ? E we

which the refolution adopted by
to repeal, to be either in the nature of an abfolute, or a conditional grant to the ConneBicut Settlers.
If the latter, it

T"^

J3

tne

confider the ad,

Houie propofes

not yet been proved to our fatisfaclion that the infurreclion at Wyoming,
to fly, proceeded from a general determination to refill: the authority and reject the bounties of this fta'te, or from
the turbulent difpolitions of fome of the adherents of John Franklin, who
-were incenfed at his fudden and fecret arreft, few of whom could derive any
benefit from the law which the commiflioners were then carrying into execution ; and, confequently, it has not appeared, with that clearnefs which
the importance of the fubjed: requires, that there has been any breach of the
implied condition of the law, viz. that the Connecticut Settlers would fubmit to the authority of the ftate.
lias

which occafioned the commiflioners

2d. Becaufe, if the grant is abfolute, it is obligatory upon the
can only be revoked upon the terms mentioned hereafter.

ftate,

and

We

conceive that a law vefting an intereft conveys the mod folemn and
title that can be annexed to property, after which the ftate has not
the fame power over the law, which it moft unquestionably poflefles over its
own acts of another nature. But in no inflance can the power of repealing
laws affect their obligation while in force, and, confequently, if the effect of
the law while in force is permanent and perpetual upon the fubject to which
it relates, a repeal, although it may deftroy the law, cannot diminish the
effect it has already produced.
authentic

it is univerfally conceded that private property may
any time be taken for public ufes, yet it can only be fo taken upon condiand
tion of making full and adequate compenfation to the private proprietor
from
having
that
the
ftate,
whatever
motives,
follow
conveyed
hence it may
the title to the lands in difpute, under certain terms and modifications, to
the ConneBicut Settlers, will, at a future day, be liable to make a more expenfive compenfation to thofe fettlers, than the whole amount of the de-

3d. Becaufe, although

at

-,

mands of

the Pennfylvania Claimants.

4th. Becaufe it is introducing a moft dangerous principle to repeal a law
of any kind, from an impreflion, however ftrong, that the Legiflature was
law contrary to the conftitution
deceived at the time of pafling the law.
inftance there is a certain guide,
in
that
for
be
repealed
may and ought to
But to
which, although it may be difobeyed, cannot be mifunderftood
the
upon
fufficiency
of the
manner,
legiflative
in
judgment,
a
own
our
pafs

A

;

:

motives which induced a former Aflembly to enact a law of the nature of
that which it is now propofed to repeal, and to collect thofe motives from
other fources than the law itfelf, appears to us to endanger the authority
even of our own proceedings, by rendering them liable at a future day to be
fubverted

[
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fubverted in the fame manner, with perhaps ftill lefs evidence than we have
had to proceed upon. And it will directly tend to deftroy the order, fafety
and happinefs derived from civil fociety ; for, as the obligation of the laws is
rendered lefs folemn and conclufive, the Legiilature will naturally become
lefs imprefled with their importance, and the people will gradually learn to
difregard their authority.

William Rawle,
Richard Thomas,

"Jacob Hiltzheimer,

Richard Downing, jun.

Samuel Aflmead,
Obadiah Gore,
Herman Hujband.

Henry

Lawrence Sickle,
Jonathan Roberts,

D IS SENT IE NT from

the Vote

for enacting the Law,

Tiering,

entituled

" An

" Acl to repeal an acl, entituled " An Act for afcertaining and confirming
" to certain perfons, called Connecticut Claimants, the lands by them claim-

" ed within
" tioned."

the county of Luzerne, and for other purpoies therein

f)E CAUSE

i ft.

Jl3

which

it

men-

the palling of the bill into a law in the fame feflion in
originated, and within eight days after it was firft read

Houfe, is, beyond all example heretofore furnifhed by the rage or folly
of party, a flagrant violation of the constitution, which declares, that, " to
" the end that laws before they are enacted may be more maturely confidered,
" and the inconvenience of hafty determinations as much as pofllble pre** vented, all bills of a public nature mall be printed for the conlideration
«' of the people,
before they are read in General AiTembly the laft time for
" debate, and, except on occafion of fudden neceflity, mall not be parted
" into laws until the next feflion of Aflembly."
in the

That

this bill

was of

*.'

a public nature," all,

who

have understanding to

comprehend, and candor to acknowledge, the obvious meaning of words,
muft confefs inafmuch as the compenfation to be made to the Pennfylvania Claimants related to the whole ftate, and affected all its members;
and no one will have the effrontery to fay, that any " occafion of fudden
;

had occurred, for difpenfing with the exprefs provifion of the
This wanton precipitation in pafling the bill is inconfiftent
Conflitution.
with its preamble, in which one motive afligned for the repeal of the confirming law is, that it was pafied haftily and without due conlideration had ;
and another contradiction, equally glaring, is, that, after ftating that the laid
'*

neceflity"

many citizens of this ftate of their lands without their confent,
making them any jujl compenfation, it afligns as a reafon for the
without
and
repeal, that the carrying faid acl: into effect would impofe a grievous burthen
on the good citizens of this ftate, to make compenfation to thofe who would
thereby be diverted of their property.
act diverted

The

Conflitution further declares, that " for the more perfect fatisfaclion
public, the reafons and motives for making laws (ball be fully and
expreiled in the preambles."
Whatever might be the reafons and

" of the
" clearly

motives for pafling the

bill,

the fads aflumed in the preamble, but which

were

,

[
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were neither proved nor admitted, feem to have been intended to give colour
which flood in need of it, if not to bring reproach on a former Houfe, equally refpectable, at leaft, as the prefent one for wifdom and

to a proceeding
virtue.

2dly. Becaufe the Houfe had no proper evidence in fupport of the allegations contained in the preamble, and refufed to enquire, either in the Houfe,
or in a committee of the whole Houfe, whether they were true or not. In a
meafure highly interefting to the honor, dignity and juftice of the ftate; in a

meafure configning to mifery and ruin many hundred families, who had trusted to its good faith
and calculated to bring fevere and unmerited reproach
on a former AfTembly, a decent regard for the opinions of men mould have
induced the Houfe to have heard the evidence which was called for, fo as to
give fome femblance of juftice to their proceedings.
This was nevertbelefs
refufed, and an example fet, for preferring rumour to facts, affertion to proof,
and conjecture to full and compleat information. A folemn vote precluded
proper enquiry, and then the Houfe, affuming facts, affigned them as grounds
for repealing a law founded in wifdom, juftice and found policy.
If this
proceeding is not a mockery of juftice, and fatire on the Houfe, it muft be
admitted to be of the moft dangerous example.
j

3dly. Becaufe the confirming act was founded in wifdom and found policy
and the allegations in the preamble to the bill for repealing it, that it " was
" unconstitutional, and of the moft dangerous confequence," and that " the
" reafons fet forth in the preamble of the faid act do not appear fufhcient to
'* warrant any legiflative interference," are without foundation.

The
to

falus populi, or fafety of the people, is the fupreme law of the land,
all inferior rights and regulations muft yield.
They originate from

which

and are auxiliary to fociety, and may, on reafonable compenfation made, be
lawfully refumed, whenever the great ends thereof require it, for the accomplifkment of fome great good, or to avert an impending evil.
Thefe important
truths refult from the very nature of fociety and the firft principles of government. They are fanctioned by the opinions of individuals, and the pracThey are confirmed in abundant inftances by our municipal
tice of nations.
laws, and recognized by our bill of rights.
The Legiflature who enacted
that law were neither fo weak nor fo wicked, as men, lefs informed and not
more virtuous, have fuppofed them to have been. The ftate of the Commonwealth called for the fyftem which they adopted ; and had a policy
equally juft and wife been fince purfued, the faith of Pennfyhania would not
have been broken, or her honor tainted by her own fons.
If the Houfe had deigned to enquire for themfelves of witneffes at the bar,
or in committee of the whole, inftead of trufting to others, the truth might
have appeared on our journals, and a curious fpe&acle would have been exhibited by contrafting it with the preamble of the bill.
But the hurry with
which they charged a former Houfe with proceeding " haftily, and without
due confideration had," not admitting of the neceffary enquiries, has expofed
them to that cenfure which has been wrongfully imputed to others. The
conduct of the Legiflature in November 1787, when the fame bufinefs came
Inftead of liftening to idle rumours, they
before them, was very different.
called witneffes to their bar, and examined for themfelves.
They had writ-

4

A

ten
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ten documents laid before them, and became well acquainted with all the
The charter
facts which led to the quieting act, as well as with its effe&s.
boundaries of Pennfylvania and Connecticut were fuppofed to clafh, and had
been long contefted before and fince the revolution. Each alferted her claims
to the country at and about Wyoming, and manifested a refolution to maintain

them

at

every hazard.

The

Connecticut Claimants fettled themfelves

on

the lands, under grants from the Sufquehanna Company, and the patronage of
They maintained and cultivated their lands till the decree at
Connecticut.
That decree fettled the rights of foil and territory, as beTrenton in 1782.
but it neither did,
ftates, in favour of Pennfylvania ;
contending
tween the
nor poflibly could, affect the private rights of individuals. The Judges who
pronounced that decree, neverthelefs, became well acquainted with the naUnder the
ture of the fettlements, and the equity refulting from them.
imprefTions made thereby, they wrote a letter to the Executive Authority of
Pennfylvania, which is perhaps loft, but the following account of it has
been given by one of the fame Judges in a fubfequent letter.

We had very ftrong reafons for writing the letter to the Prefident of
" Pennfylvania.
We -were fully accquainted with the peculiar circum" fiances of the New-England fettlers. We knew that many of them had
" honeftly paid for their poffeflions; that they verily believed the title un"

"

which they claimed to be perfectly good j that they had cleared,
built upon, and improved the land ; that in doing this they had encoun" tered many dangers, and fuffered innumerable hardfhipsj and, beyond
" all thefe things, and what cannot be eftimated, many of their neareft
der

''

•" connections
**

"
"
"
M
"
"
"
"
"
"
'•

had

fpilt their

Thus circumftanced,

for the land;

it

blood in defence of their poffeflions.

was manifeft that they had become enthufiafts
would have

that the reafoning of legiflators and ftatefmen

but little weight with them ; that if the ftate mould attempt to difpoflefs
them, they would become defperate, and a civil war would be the confequence.
On the contrary, if the ftate fhould quiet them in their pofftffions, they would become peaceable good citizens ; and that the ftate
could compenfate thofe who held the Petinfylvania title, by giving them
an equivalent in lands or money, at a lefs expence than that of difpof-

That therefore the intereft, the humaand the policy of the ftate, would lead them to adopt the meathat we recommended.
The letter bore no official authority. We

felling the

nity,

fures

fubferibed

New-England

it

as

fettlers.

private citizens.

" would have fome weight,

Neverthelefs,

we

did conceive that

it

muft be apparent that our means of in" formation had been better than thofe of any other perfons, who were
as it

A * difinterefted."

A different policy from that which had been fo warmly recommended was
adopted by Pennfylvania. She levied troops, and marched them into the haplefs country to difpoflefs the fettlers, without any trial of their rights.
The
horrors of war were renewed, and, from the fuppofed inclemency of our meafures, or feme other caufe, a dangerous confederacy was forming againft us.
The Connecticut Claimants were a bold and a hardy race of men, enured to
toils, and trained to arms.
Their enrolled militia, between the ages of eighteen and fifty-three years, amounted to fix hundred and eighty-five, exclufive
t©/ thofe

of fome townfhips, whofe returns had not come to hand.

Befides
thefe,

I

277

[

]

appeared that there were many able-bodied men among them, not between thofe ages, but who were capable of being brought into action to great
advantage, as occafion might call for it. Many fruitleis efforts had been made

thefe,

it

by Pennjylvania, at the expence of fome blood and much treafure, to fubdue
the country, and eftablifh her authority within.it ; but experience had evinced
that the inhabitants, when aifailed by a fuperior force, only retreated to the
faftneffes of a rugged country till that force was removed.
Thus lituated,
they had for many years either kept Pennjylvania at bay, or made momentary
retreats,
fairs

as

circumftances dictated.

of that country

had a/fumed

At the time of

a very different

and

pafiing the act, the afftill

more menacing

af-

pecr.

The number

of

fettlers

was increaiing.

The

Sufquebanna Company, under

whom

they held, were compofed of influential characters in the dates' of Connecticut and New-Fork. The efforts of Pennjylvania, after the decree at Trenton, to difpoifefs the fettlers by an armed force, united that company in the
refolution to fupport them.
They offered a bounty of two hundred acres of
land to every able-bodied man who would fettle among them. Many had already accepted of thefe terms of enliftment, and marched to the land of conflict.

The

fettlers

were emigrants from Connecticut, where their friends, con-

nections and adherents remained.
The legiflature of Conneclicut, their parent ftate, which had by her public acts countenanced the forming of that
fettlement, were, to ufe the words of fome of the witneffes, in a flame, the
moment they heard of the conduct of Pennjylvania, which they branded with

the epithets of " cruel and unjuft," and with
bers abated their refentment.

much

difficulty the cooler

mem-

But danger did not threaten from thefe quarters only, and Pennfylvania
ftill more to apprehend from another.
It was made appear at
the bar of the Houfe, and, if enquiry had not been precluded, it might have
appeared again, that, fhortly before the pafling of the act, Col. Ethan Allen,
one of the principal founders. of Vermont, had been at Wyoming, and joined
in the plan of erecting a new ftate, and that he and his followers were to be
rewarded by a fhare of the •lands for their fervices ; that he had returned
home, as was probable from circumftances, with the view of collecting his
ftrength, to carry the plan into execution. It would not have become Pennfylvania at any time, much lefs in her then feeble and diffracted ftate, to
behold fuch a dangerous combination with indifference, or to be inattentive

Jiad perhaps

to the breaking of

Nor was

it.

for it appeared, from very refpectable evidence given at
j
gentleman
of -high rank in the late army had at the fame time
the bar, that a
refolved on marching, with a large train of his followers, to Wyoming,
and, after fettling there, to fhare one common fate with thofe, who had,
alone, baffled Pennfylvania in all her attempts to expel them.
And it is
equally certain, that as the infurrection in Maffachufetts had juft been quelled, there was too much reafon to fear that the ringleaders and their followers
might take the fame courfe. What was it but this, that induced PennfylvaWhether a miltaken
nia to offer additional rewards for apprehending them ?
policy on the part of Pennjylvania, unmerited prejudice againft her, or the
feelings of humanity in favour of devoted victims, led to thefe confederacies,
this all

is

[
is

not

now
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material, fince they did exift,

lemn compact

in order to

]
and her faith was plighted by

fo-

break them.

did found policy call for girding on the fword againft numerous bands of gathering foes, or for the adoption of thofe lenient, but
honorable, meafures, which had been fo warmly recommended by difinte~P ennfylvania remembered that the Conrefted and well-informed judges?

Thus

fituated,

had alone, and unfupported, for many years baffled all her
She had feen them inexertions to eftablifh her authority among them.
all
their
difficulties.
amid
She faw danprowefs,
and
creafino- in numbers
againft.
her.
faw
herfelf but
She
gerous combinations formed and forming
She faw her
juft emerged from a long, a burthenfome, and a bloody war.
overburthened
with
She faw a
taxes.
citizens
her
treafures exhaufted, and
general reluctance, and fometimes a refufal in her militia, to rifk their lives
in what was confidered by fome as the quarrel of individuals about their fpeBy party broils, fhe was enervated at home, and, from
culations in lands.
the prejudice which had been excited by her preferring arms to the lenient,
but dignified, meafures, which had been recommended after the decree at
Trenton, fhe had but little to hope, and much to fear from abroad. Political
A fmall
exigencies determined her choice, and called for immediate action.
delay might have plunged her into a long and expenfive war, or obliged her
For thefe reafons, the aft appears to
to retreat with the lofs of reputation.
have been founded in wifdom, juftice and found policy, and if the epithets
now beftowed on it apply at all, it mult be to the bill for its repeal.
necticut Claimants

4thly. Becaufe the act hath, fo far as depended on the Connecticut Claimants, had the effects propofed, and the allegations to the contrary, in the
preamble of the bill for its repeal, are unfounded. It was inconteftably
at the bar of the Houfe, that the Connecticut
acquired prior to the decree at Trenton,
been
had
Claimants, whofe
and who were the only perfons included in the act, were perfectly fatisfied
therewith and that all of them, except fix or eight, had fubmitted to the
government and laws of Pennfyha7iia; that all thole who had been dilpofed
to join them had abandoned their defigns, except the half-fhare men, who
had come among them fince the decree at Trenton, and who were not includThefe, being too infignificant to make any formidable oppoed in the act.
fition, have either abandoned the fettlement, or, encouraged by the wavering conduct of Pennjyhania, remain ready to renew their mifchiefs, if, by
her breach of faith, others fhall be induced to join them.

proved on a former occafion,
rights

;

Hence the mod falutary
perhaps more expenfive than
ed

;

peace and

A

war,
have been derived from the law.
the compenfation to have been made, was avoidtranquility were reftored, or rather took place for the firft
effects

laws of Pennjyhania have been eftablifhed and
formidable from their numbers and lituaallies,
and
had their free operation,
tion, abandoned their hoftile views.
time.

The government and

the great objects which the Legiflature had in view, in paffing the
They were principally
confirming law, have really been accomplifhed.
thefe : lit. To conciliate the minds of thofe Claimants; to induce them to
relinquifh their defigns of abfolutely rejecting the jurifdiction of this ftate,
and, in conjunction with others who had afibciated and were preparing to

Thus

afibciate

[
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aflbciate with them, of erecting a new and independent ftate in that and the
2d. To put an end to the diftreffes, expence and bloodadjacent country.
during
a feries of years had attended this difpute; and to preshed, which
vent the ftill more ferious evils of a civil war, which, not only a contrary
policy, but even a delay of that falutary confirmation, were likely to pro-

duce, the meafures which thofe people were then purfuing having a direct
3d. A further object of that law was, that, by
tendency to that fatal ifTue.

having their lands confirmed to them, thofe people might be induced, not
only to relinquish the deligns and meafures already mentioned, but to Submit to the government, and become ulcful as well as peaceable citizens of
this flate.
4th. Another object, and it was an object of high importance,
render
practicable the fettlement of an extenfive adjacent country,
was, to
to which the contention about the Wyoming lands had for many years proved a
fatal bar.
Thefe were the great objects of the confirming law ; thefe were
the effects propoled and expected to refult from it; and the event has justified
that expectation.
The adjacent country is in a train of fettlement; and if
the county of Luzerne itfelf has not greatly increafed in population and
improvement, it is to be attributed to the long fufpenfion of the confirming law.
Becaufe the preamble contains moft indecent and unwarrantable
reflections on the ASTembly, by which the confirming law was enacted. That
ASTembly was imprcfled with the weighty considerations above Slated ; consi5thly.

which received additional force from many collateral circumftances,
which a retrofpect to the numerous mifchiefs that had flowed from the difpute about the Wyoming lands could not fail to bring to remembrance. That
ASTembly muft have recollected the many fruitlefs attempts of government to
derations

extend

and have feen that the obstacles to it
was but this alternative, either to
confirm the lands to the old Connecticut Settlers, or immediately to raife a military force, with the hope of fubduing them. They chofe the former, and disIt is well known,
interested men, of found judgment, approved the choice.
that at the time when that law paSTed the union of thefe States was but a rope
of fand; that the people at Wyoming, amidft many Sufferings and oppreflions,
that they had
received countenance from their parent ftate, Connecticut
numerous and jnterefted connections in that ftate ; and that, under fuch circumftances, a war commenced againft the Wyoming Settlers might have
drawn after it very ferious confluences. A Legislature parting the confirming law, for fuch reafons and under fuch impreffions, ought not to be chargIt was a meafure
ed with doing it haStily, and without due consideration.
which we have feen had been recommended to the ftate by men, to whofe
judgment, in this cafe, the higheft deference was due, and whofe difcernment and impartiality ought not to be impeached by this Houfe. And
various tranfactions of the Legislature, at different periods, before the confirming law was made, clearly manifeft their opinion, that fome equitable
provision ought to be made for the Connecticut Claimants, who had fettled in
that country before the decree at Trenton, and for the widows and children
of fuch as had fallen (and a multitude of them had fallen) fighting againft
the favages. A law palled under fuch circumftances cannot juftly be called unconstitutional. At the time when the confirming law was pafled, the General
ASTembly had the exclufive right and authority to judge of its expediency,

were

its

jurisdiction over that country,

daily increasing.

They law

that there

\
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propriety

;
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and even admitting (what we do not admit) that
;
points formed an erroneous judgment, yet, fo
thofe
on
the Aflembly had
far as its grants or engagements extended, they are irrevocably binding on theftate, and cannot be cancelled without the content of thofe to or with whom
they were made.

propriety and

neceflity

6thly. Becaufe
fince

all

the ads of the legiflaturc

the confirming law was

which appear on theirjournals,

palled, manifeft an intention ultimately to efta-

When

accidental caufes had
blilh the claims of the Connecticut Claimants.
to
exhibit
them
their
claims
all
of
within the time
for
impoffible
it
rendered

prefcribed by the confirming law, the power of the commiffioners was fufpended by a law, made for that purpole ; left, by a partial eftablifhment of
-claims (which could apply only to fuch as they had an opportunity to receive and examine) much mifchief and confufion fhould arife. But the fuf-

penfion of a law is in its nature only a temporary meafure, and in this cafe
it was exprefly declared to be only until the legiflature fhould make further
At the fame time a bill was inprovifions and regulations in the premifes.
troduced, adopted, and published for conllderation, for the purpofe of granting the feventeen towns entire to the Connecticut Claimants a grant that there
is fufficient evidence to fhew would greatly have exceeded the claims, which
could have been admitted under the confirming law. The next day a refolve
was paffed, to authorife the Supreme Executive Council to take proper meafures for afcertaining the quantity and value of the lands claimed by Pennfyhania owners, to be reported at the next ieffion, " that the Houfe might
" the better be enabled to decide upon the compenfiition to be made them."
All thefe tranfactions took place long after the confirming law had been
Either that
enacted, and they will admit of but one of two meanings
the Legiflature ftill judged it proper and neceffary fubftantially to carry the
confirming law into execution, and meant eventually to do it; or, that the
cogent reafons which induced the paffing of it ftill continued in fuch force,
that a repeal^ of it would then have been dangerous, and, therefore, that
the fufpending law, the bill for granting the feventeen towns entire, and the
refolution preparatory to the making compenfation to the Pcnnfylvania Claim'
ants, were neceffary, to excite in the Connecticut fettlers an expectation of a
final eftablifhment of their claims, to foothe and keep them quiet, to prevent any acceffion of force, and to detach from them their new affociates
but that, when thefe views fhould be accomplifhed, and when it fhould be
found that the jurisdiction of the commonwealth was completely eftablifhed
in Luzerne county, the confirming law fhould be repealed. But if fome, by
their conduct in this bufinefs, are difpofed to impute fuch bafe and difhoThe obvious conftrucnorable motives to a former legiflature, we are not.
tion of thofe public acts forbids the fufpicion.
-,

:

them

made by

the confirming law
effective titles, and the property

7thly. Becaufe the grants of land folemnly
to the Connecticut Claimants affure to

—

thereby vefted in them cannot be taken from them, without providing for
them a complete compenfation. But fuch compenfation would far exceed
that- which has been engaged to the Pcnnfylvania Claimants : Therefore, if
the mere interejl of the ftate be regarded, the confirming law ought not to
be repealed. The journals and files of the Legiflature clearly ftiew that
the Aflembly, which enacted the lav/ for confirming to the Connecticut
Claimants the lands by them claimed in the county of Luzerne, were not
ignorant

t

#

J\

r.
<

ignorant of the magnitude of their grant.
The petition of thole claimants
explicitly Hates, that their claims extended through feventeen towns, generally of live miles fquafe, and to fome detached lots ; and the committee,
on that petition reported to the Affembly, that the petition was for entire
and extenfive tracts. In addition to 'this, the law, by relative terms, refers to the petition, is founded upon and confined to it, and, as the claims
are there ftated, it is but a trifling with words to fay, that f* the Legifla''
ture had not proper information of the magnitude of the grant."
Becaufe, if we fhould fay that at the time the confirming law
was enacted there did not exift fufficient reafons for palling it; if we (hould
declare in the words of the preamble of the repealing law, " that it was
" haftily palled without due confideration ;" it would be to accufe that
Legislature of criminal improvidence, and inattention to their duty.
But
no lubiequent Legillature can be juftified in doing this, unlets (which is
8thly.

impoflible)

which

they can fee and feel

all

thofe reafons and impreflions under

the law originated.

Becaufe, if the repealing law could poffibly produce the effect intended by its fupporters, it will neverthelefs bring an indelible difgrace on
It will Ihew, that, not honor and juftice, but mere mercenary
the ftate.
views, governed its conduct ; that it held itfelf bound by its contracts, only
when a fulfilment of them coincided with its intereft; and that, though
by its laws it will compel the honell. performance of difadvantageous contracts entered into by individual citizens, yet in its own cafe, fetting itfelf
above the law, it will pay no regard to them.
9thly.

Becaufe the formal repeal of the confirming law, while it prohonor and dignity of the flate, will not procure any equivalent, if, in the nature of things, there can be any poffible equivalent for
the facrifice of thofe great principles of fociety and government; becaufe
the repeal itfelf will be nugatory, for it is an infraction of the laws of nations, a violation of the constitution of the United States, an ex poji fafto
law, a law violating the obligation of a folemn public compact, and the
Hence
courts of the United States muft pronounce it to be of no effect.
there
repeal
will
equal
its
injuftice
for
will
not
the
remain
of
;
the folly
even the paltry confideration of interejl to confole the flate for the lofs of
It is too probable that the mifchiefs refulting
its honor, dignity and faith.
may
be
ferious
in their nature, and of long continuance.
meaiure
from the
Thofe who were appeafed by a good policy will be irritated by a faithlefs
one ; and thofe who formerly joined them, from motives of humanity,
may do it again, from the additional one of our having added treachery to
Whatever may be the event, we diffent from the vote for palling
violence.
the bill into a law, and defire that our reafons may be recorded in juftificalion of our conduct, and for the information of our constituents.
iothly.

ftrates the faith,

William Lewis,

Jobn

Nevil,

Samuel Afomead,
Henry Dering.

Obadiah Gore,

**
Philadelphia:

——B——
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THE

OF

THIRD SESSION
FOURTEENTH

OF THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
THE

OF

COMMONWEALTH
O

F

PENNSYLVANIA,
Which commenced

at

PHILADELPHIA,

twenty-fourth day of

One Thoufand

August,

On

Tuesday,

the

Year of our Lord

Seven Hundred and Ninety.

Tuefday, Auguft 24,
The Houfe met

in the

on

1790.

P.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

motion, Ordered,

THAT
.are

Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Ryerfon and Mr. Rhea be a committee, to
inform the Supreme Executive Council that the Houfe, being met,
ready to receive any bufinefs they may have to lay before them.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

4

C

M.
Wednefday,

;

[

#*

]

WednefJay, Auguft 25, 1790.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
a confiderable number of the inhabitants of the townfhips of Chefnut-hill, Hamilton, Lower Smithfield, Delaware, and Upper Smithfield, in the county of Northampton, was read, fetting forth, that by reafon
of the extent and fituation of the faid townlhips, they are prevented from
exercifing the important privilege of fuffrage at the general elections
therefore praying, that the townlhips of Chejlnnt-hiil, Hamilton and Lower
Smithfield may be eredted into a feparate diftrict, and authorifed to hold their
elections at the houfe now occupied by John Hufton, in Hamilton townfhip
aforefaid, and that the townlhips of Delaware and Upper Smithfield may be
erecied into a diftricl, and the freemen thereof authorifed to hold their
elections at the houfe of John Van Atten, in Delaware townfhip aforefaid.
Ordered to lie on the table.
petition from a number of the Juftices of the Peace, Grand Jury,
Sheriff, Commiffioners, and others, inhabitants of the county of Delaware,
was read, fetting forth, that the adjourned Court of Common Pleas for the
county of Philadelphia and the Quarterly Meeting of the religious fociety of
people called Quakers being held at the fame time appointed by law for
holding the courts within the faid county, many perfons are prevented from
attending the faid courts, to the great injury and delay of public bufinefs ;
therefore praying they may by law be enabled in future to hold the faid
courts on the firft Monday in the months, refpectively, in which they are now
holden.
Ordered to lie on the table.
petition from a number of the inhabitants of that part of the county
of Allegheny, which lies between Raccoon creek and the State line, was read,
praying they may be re-annexed to the county of Washington.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed yefterday, to inform the Supreme Executive
Council that the Houfe, being met, are ready to receive any bufinefs they
may have to lay before them, reported That they had performed that fervice, and received for anfwer, that Council have bufinefs, which they will

A

from

petition

A

A

—

tranfmit to the

Adjourned

Houfe to-morrow morning.

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

Thurfday, Auguft
The Houfe met

2,6,

M.

1790.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

A

Meffage from the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council was prefented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.

A MESSAGE from
cil

the
to

President and Supreme Executive Counthe General Assembly.

GENTLEMEN,
'E fend herewith the following acts and refolutions of the Congrefs
of the United States, which we have received fince your adjournment in April
laft.
r

An

[

*8 S

]

An

ASl for giving effeSl to the federal aSls therein mentioned, in refpeft to tic
State of North- Carolina, and for other purpofes.
An Act providing for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the United
States.

An
-one

Aft making appropriations for

the fupport of government

for the year

thoufand Jeven hundred and ninety.

An ASl
An ASl

an uniform ride of naturalization.
to prevent the exportation of goods not duly infpeSled according to the
laws of the feveral States.
An ASl to accept a cejjion of the claims of the State of North-Carolina to a
certain diJlriSl of Wejlern Territory.
An ASl to promote the progrefs of uftful arts.
An ASl further to fufpend part of an aSl, entituled " An Ad to regulate
" the collection of the duties impofed by law on the tonnage of fhips or
*,'
vefTels, and on goods, wares and merchandizes, imported into the United
" States," and to amend the faid aSl.
An ASl for the punijhment of certain crimes againjl the United States.
An ASl for regulating the military eftablifiment of the United States.
An ASl to provide for mitigating or remitting the forfeitures and penalties
accruing under the revenue laws, in certain cafes therein mentioned.
An ASl to continue in force an aSl, paJJ'ed at the lajl fejfion of Congrefs, entituled " An Act to regulate proceffes in the courts of the United States."
An ASl to prefer ibe the mode in which the public aSls, records and judicial
to efiablifh

proceedings in each State Jljall be authenticated, fo as to take
State.

An

ASl for the government of the

territory

effeSl in

every other

of the United States, fouth of

the river Ohio.

An

ASl for the encouragement of learning, by fe curing the copies of maps,
charts and books to the authors and proprietors of fuch copies, during the times
therein mentioned.

An ASl for finally
De Steuben.
An ASl for giving

adjujling

and fatisfying

the claims of Frederick

William

ejfeSl to an aSl, entituled " An AcT: to eftablifh the JuCourts of the United States within the State of North-Carolina."
An ASl fupplemental to the act for e/labli/hing the falaries of the executive
officers of government , with their afjijlants and clerks.
An ASl for giving effeSl to the feveral aSls therein mentioned, in refpeSl to the
State of Rhode-Illand and Providence Plantations.
An ASl for the relief of Thomas Jenkins and Company.
An ASl for giving effeSl to an aSl, entituled " An AcT: to eftabliih the Ju" dicial Courts of the United States within the State of Rhode-Ifland and
" Providence Plantations."
An ASl providing the means of inter courfe between the United States and fo-

et

dicial

reign nations.

An ASl fat iify the claims of John M'Cord againjl the United States.
An ASl for the relief of Nathaniel Twining.
An ASl for giving effeSl to an aSl, entituled " An Acl providing for
to-

<l

the

enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States, in refpedt to the State

" of Rhode- IJland and Providence Plantations."
An ASl to authorife the purchafe of a traSl of land for

the ufe of the United

States.

An

[

An

Acl for

2.86

the temporary

ejiablijhirtg

]

and permanent feat of government of

the United States.

An

Acl further

to

provide for the payment of the invalid penfoners of the

United States.

An

Acl for the government and regulation of feamen

in

the merchants

fervice.

An
An
An

Acl impofing

duties on the tonnage of flips or vefels.

Ab~l to regulate trade

Acl providing for

and

the

iniercourfe with the Indian tribes.

holding a treaty or treaties to efablfl peace with

certain Indian tribes.

An

Acl

to

beacons, buoys

An
"

Acl

to

amend the ail for the
and public piers.
continue in force for a

eftablifloment

and fupport of

light-houfes,

limited time an acl, entituled

" An Act

for the temporary eftablimment of the port-office."

An
An
An

Acl for the relief of John Stewart and John Davidfon.
Acl making provijion for the debt of the United States.
Atl to provide more effectually for the colleclion of the duties impofed by
law on goods, wares and merchandize, imported into the United States, and on
the tonnage of flips or vefjels.

An

Acl

to

provide more effetlually for the fettlement of the accounts between

the United States

A Refolution

and the individual

States.

rejpecling the arrears of

pay due

to the troops

of the

lines

of the

States of Virginia and North-Carolina.
Refolution for the publication of treaties made, or which Jhall be made,

A

under the authority of the United States.
Refolution making allowance for the fervice of the clerks employed in the

A

of the Commiffioners of army accounts ; and
to defray the expence of procuring fals for the Supreme, Circuit
Di/iricl Courts of the United States.

office

A Refolution
and

We

tranfmit a letter from the Delegates of this State in the Congrefs of
the United States, on the fubject of the temporary and permanent feat of

the general government.

THOMAS

.MIFFLIN.

Council Chamber,
Philadelphia,

And
time

:

en

Augnfl 26th,

motion,

1790.

and by fpecial order,

the

fame was read the fecond

Whereupon

Ordered, That fo much of the faid meifage, as relates to the letter from
the Delegates rcprefenting this State in the Congrefs of the United States,
together with the faid letter, be referred to Mr. Rawle, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr.
Hoge, Mr. Ealer and Mr. Lloyd, to report thereon.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the fifth election diftrid
within the county of Northumberland was read, praying they may be authorifed to hold their elections at Aaron/burg.

Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from William Morris was read, fetting forth, that he hath at a
confiderable expence erected a ferry acrofs the river Juniata, at the lower
end cf a place called Jack's Narrows, and praying the exclufive right of
keeping the faid ferry may be veiled in him.
Agreeable
Ordered to lie on the table.

:

'"I

AJfe

-]

Agreeably to a refolution of this Houfe of the iSth day of March laft,
'John Byers, pne of the Commiflioners appointed March 22d, 1784, to view
and examine the road leading from Conrad Minici's to Sunbury, and to mark

ky out a road the neareft and bed the country will admit, &c.
report of the proceedings of faid Commiflioners, which was read, and

,and

made

Ordered to

A

lie on the table.
reprefentation of the
after- Warden,

M

on behalf of himfelf and the
port of Philadelphia, was read, fetting forth, that the act
of Aflembly appropriating the duties of tonnage for their fervices, and contingent expences, hath been in part fuperfeded by an act of the United States

Wardens of

the

in Congrefs affembled, but that divers duties ftill remain to be performed by
the faid Wardens under the operation of the act of AfTembly aforefaid, in
the performance whereof they have afforded their fervices, and for which
they have received no compensation ; and praying the Houfe would take the

premifes into confideration.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of a confiderable number of the inhabitants of the townfhips of Chefnut-hill, Hamilton, Lower Smithfield, Delaware, and Upper
Smitbfield, in the county of Northampton, read yefterday, was read the fecond
time.
Ordered, That it be referred to the members from Northampton county,
to report thereon.
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of that part of Allegheny
county, which lies between Raccoon creek and the ftate line, read yefterday,
was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Lilley, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Faux, to
report thereon.
The petition of a number of the Juftices of the Peace, Grand Jury,
Sheriff, Commiflioners, and other inhabitants of the county of Delaware,
read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Rawle, Mr. Paul and Mr. Lloyd, to
report thereon.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

Friday, Auguft 27,

M.

1790.

A. M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
Petitions from a number of the inhabitants of the fecond election diftrict
in the county of Wajhington were read, praying that a certain part of the faid
county may be erected into an election diftrict, and the inhabitants authorifed
to hold their elections at the houfe now occupied by David Hamilton.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from a number of the inhabitants of the fecond election diftrict
in the county of Wajhington were read, remonftrating againft altering the
place for holding their general elections.
Ordered to lie on the table.
Petitions from a number of the inhabitants of the county of York, refiding
on the waters of Yellow-Breeches creek, were read, praying, that agreeably
to the lines defcribed in the faid petitions they may be annexed to the county
of Cumberland.

Ordered to

lie

on the

table.

4

D

A

petition

[

A

288

]

number of

the inhabitants of the townfhip of Shippenfburg, in the county or Cumberland, was read, fetting forth, that by a late
aft of the I egiflature, for afcertaining the boundary lines between the counties of Cumberland and Franklin, a fmall part of the faid townfhip falls with-

from

Detition

a

in the county of Franklin aforefaid, and praying the fame may be re-annexed
to the county of Cumberland.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A memorial and reprefentation from the Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of
Philadelphia, in Common-Council affembled, was read, fuggefting, that the
public buildings at prefent in the faid city are inadequate to the reception of

Congrefs ; therefore praying this Houfe to enable them, or fome other body
of men, to ereft fuch buildings as may be neceffary, fuitable and convenient
for that purpofe, as well as for the reception and refidence of the Prefident of
the United States.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The reprefentation of the Mafter- Warden, on behalf of himfelf and the
Wardens of the port of Philadelphia, read yefterday, was read the fecond
time.

be referred to the city members, to report thereon.
appointed yefterday, on the petition of a number of the
inhabitants of the townfhips of Che/nut-hill, Hamilton, Lower Smithfield,
Delaware, and Upper Smithfield, in the county of Northampton, made re-

That

Ordered,

it

The committee

port,

which was

The

read, as follows, viz.

whom

was referred the petition of the inhabitants of
Hamilton, Lower Smithfield, Delaware, and Upper Smithfield
CheJ'nut-hill,
townfhips, in the county of Northampton, beg leave to report
That the circumftances and fituation of the petitioners are really fuch as
fet forth in the faid petition, and that the prayer of the fame is juft and
reafonable.
Wherefore they fubmit the following refolution, viz.
Refiolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, for erefting
the townfhips of Chefinut-hill, Hamilton and Lower Smithfield, in the county
of Northampton, into an eleftion diftrift ; and for erefting the townfhips of
Delaware and Upper Smithfield alfo into an eleftion diftrift.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The bill, entituled "
further Supplement to anaSl, entituled " An Aft
" for the attainder of divers traitors, if they render not themfelves by a certain day, and for vefting their eftates in the commonwealth, and for more
" efteftually difcovering the fame, and for afcertaining and fatisfying the
" lawful debts and claims thereon," was read the third time.
committee, to

A

'.'

That the confideration thereof be poftponed*

Ordered,

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

M.

Saturday, Augujl 28, 1790.
The Houfe met
Petitions

A.

purfuant to adjournment.

from 1223 inhabitants of the county of

Mifflin

were read, re-

at the
monftrating againft the feat of juftice for the faid
mouth of Kijhecoquillis creek, and praying the aft patted for erecting the faid
county may be altered and amended agreeably to the bill publifhed for con-

county being fixed

fideration.

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

A

petition

[

A

petition

*s 9

from John M'Kioben was

by due courfe of Liw

]

read, fetting forth, that he hath

difpqfiefled of a tradt of land in the

heen
county of Wafli-

him claimed under a warrant ilfued from the land-office of this
praying
he may be authorifed to locate the faid warrant within the
and
donation lands let apart for the officers and foldiers of the late Penyijyhania.

ington, by
ftate,

line.

Ordered

on the table.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Huntingdon
was read, fetting forth, that the road laid out and opened between the waters
of the Frank* s-town branch of Juniata and the Conemaugh river, agreeably
to an act of Affembly paffed 29th March, 1787, will not anfwer the valuable purpofes thereby intended, in as much as it runs through a very rough and
uninhabited country; and praying a law may be paffed, to authorife the
Supreme Executive Council to appoint commiffioners to review the faid road,
and, if they think proper, to alter the courfes thereof, and to draw upon the
State Treafurer for a further fum, in addition to what has been already granted
to lie

for the afrirefjid purpofe.

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

A

petition from the paftor, elders and members of the Prefbyterian congregation at Middle Spring, in the counties of Cumberland and Franklin, was
read, praying to be incorporated ; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the
fame was read the fecond time Whereupon
Ordered, That the prayer thereof be granted.
A memorial from the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen and Citizens of Philadelphia, in Common-Council affembled, was read, containing their objections to the building a powder-magazine within the limits of the city, on
:

account of the danger to be apprehended therefrom; and on motion, and by
fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Rawle, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Hoge,
with instructions to confer with the Supreme Executive Council on the faid
fubject, and report thereon.
A petition from Jeremiah Reefe was read, praying he may be by law
enabled to erect and maintain a tumbling-dam acrofs Conedogivinet creek,
within two or three miles of the mouth thereof.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A letter from Charles Smith and Simon Snyder, Efquires, was prefented to
the chair, and read, together with its inclofures, viz.
Depofitions, tending to prove that undue means had been ufed to bring
about a difmemberment of part of Beaver-dam townfhip from the county of
Northumberland ; and
A petition from the inhabitants of the weft end of Beaver-dam townfhip,
in the county of Northumberland, praying they may not be annexed to the

county of Mifflin.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petitions of a number of the inhabitants of the county of York, refiding on the waters of Telloiv-Breeches creek, read yefterday, were read the
fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Bering, Mr. Marjlmll and Mr. D.
Stewart, to report thereon.
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of the fifth election diftrict in
the county of Northumberland, read /lugvjl 26th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered,

[
Ordered, That

it

2 9°

]

be referred to Mr. Lilley, Mr. Ealer and Mr. White, to

-report thereon.

The memorial of the Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of Philadelphia*
Common-Council affembled, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.

in

That it be referred to Mr. Rawle, Mr. IVynkoop, Mr. Hoge, Mr.
Mr.
Lloyd, to report thereon.
Ealer and
Ordered,

The
hurg,
time.

number of the inhabitants of the townfhip of Shippe?ifcounty of Cumberland, read yefterday, was read the fecond

petition of a
in

the

Ordered,

That

it

be referred to Mr. Li/ley, Mr. Findley and Mr. M'Creight,

to report thereon.

The

petitions of the inhabitants of the fecond election diftricT: in the
county of Wafinngton, relative to the place for holding their general elections, read yefterday, were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Baird and Mr. Rhea,
to report thereon.

The committee

appointed Augitft 26th, on the petition of the Juftices,
Grand Jury, Sheriff, and other inhabitants of the county of Delaware, made
report,

which was

The committee,

read, as follows, viz.

whom

was referred the petition of the Juftices, Grand
Jury, Sheriff, and other inhabitants of the county of Delaware, report
That in their opinion it would conduce to the convenience of perfbns
having bufinefs to tranfact in the courts of Common Pleas and Quarter Sefto

of the faid county, to alter the time of holding the courts according
The following refolution is therefore
of the petitioners
fubmitted, viz.
Rejolvedi That the prayer of the petition of the Juftices, Grand Jury,
Sheriff, and other inhabitants of the county of Delaware, be granted, and the
faid petitioners have leave to bring in a bill, for the purpofe of altering the
time of holding the feveral county courts of law within the faid county.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee on ways and means made report in part, viz.
A report of the Regifter- General of public accounts, relative to the revenues and expenditures of the commonwealth of Pen?ify!vania ; which was
read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
On motion of Mr. Kennedy, feconded by Mr. Gurney,
Ordered, That two hundred copies of the faid report from the RegifterGeneral be printed, for the ufs of the members of the General Affembly.
The report on the petition of the inhabitants of Cbefnut-hill, Hamilton,
Lower Smithfield, Delaware and Upper Smithfield townfhips, in the county of
Northampton, read yefterday, was read the fecond time Whereupon
Rejohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill for erecting the
townfhips of Chefnut-hill, Hamilton and Lower Smithfield, in the county of
Northampton, into an election diftri<ftj and for erecting the townfhips of
Delaware and Upper Smithfield alfo into an election diftrict.
Ordered, That the members from Northampton county be a committee, to
fions

to the requeft

:

:

bring

in a bill

Adjourned

conformably

to the foregoing refolution.

until three o'clock

on Monday next, P.

M.
Monday,

I
Monday

',

The Houfe met

2 9*

Augtift 30,

]

1790.

P.

M.

purfuant to adjournment.

Petitions from 160 inhabitants of Heidleberg townfhip,

Dauphin, were read, praying

laid

in the county of
townfhip may be re-annexed to the county

of Lancajler.

Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition and memorial from Adam Hubley, William Shannon and "John
Chaloner, Auctioneers, was read, praying leave to bring in a bill to repeal fo
much of the prelent laws for the regulation of auctions and Auctioneers, as
prohibits licenied Auctioneers from holding public fales within the diftricts of
each other.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of the county of Huntingdon,
read Augujl 28th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Marflail and Mr. D.
Stewart, to report thereon.
The petition of fundry inhabitants of the county of Bucks, read March
1 8th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. M'Dowell and Mr.
Hopkins, to report thereon.
The report on the petition of the JufKces, Grand Jury,, Sheriff, and others,
inhabitants of the county of Delaware, read Augujl 28th, was read the

fecond time

:

Whereupon
That the prayer of the

Grand Jury,
be
granted,
and
Sheriff, and other inhabitants of the county of Delaware,
the faid petitioners have leave to bring in a bill, for the purpofe of altering
the time of holding their feveral courts of law within the faid county.
The report on the petition of a number of the inhabitants of the county
of Waflnngton, read April 1 A, was read the fecond time: Whereupon
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted
into a law, declaring Chartler's creek, in JVaflhigton county, to be a public
Refolded,

petition of the Juftices,

highway.
Ordered, That the fame committee who made the report be a committee,
to bring in a bill for the aforefaid purpofe.
The committee appointed for the purpofe reported a bill, entituled " An

" Acl for
which was

altering certain election diftricls In the county of

Northampton,"

read the nrft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
,
chair
the
a
bill,
entiprefented
to
member
leave
a
given,
to
Agreeably
"
Courts
Common
An Ac~l to alter the time of holding the County
of
tuled
" Pl'as and Quarter SeJJions for the county of Delaware," which was read
the firft time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
Supplement to the ac7,
Mr. Rawle, in his place, read a bill, entituled "
"
this
of
penal
laws
State j" and, having
the
Act
to
reform
An
f intituled
when
it was read the firft
obtained leave, prefented the fame to the chair,
;.time, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The
4 E

A

29 2
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entituled " An Ac! for raifing, by way of Lottery, the fum of
hundred
and twenty-three pounds fifteen Shillings, for defraying
{even
" the expence of erecling an Academy and Parfonage- houfe in the borough of
" York," was read the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, Tbat it be transcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

The

bill,

s;

liihed for coniideration.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

Tuefday, Augufl 31,

M.

A.M.

1790.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
mefiage from the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council was read,

A
-as

follows, viz.

A MESSAGE from the
cil

to

President and Supreme Executive Coun-

General Assembly.

the

GENTLEMEN,

UNDER
March

the authority of a refolution of Afiembly of the fhirty-firft
laft, we appointed Timothy Mat lack, John Adlu?n and Samuel
Maclay to examine and Survey the Quittapahilla, the Swatara, and parts of
the Sufquehatina and "Juniata rivers, and affigned to Frederick Antes, Reading
Howell and William Dean the bufinefs of exploring the country near the head
waters of the Delaware, of the eaft branch of Sufquehanna, and of the

of

rivers

Lehigh and

Schuylkill.

— The Commissioners

their refpective departments in

May

;

but

fet

we have not

out on the duties of

received any

communi-

cations from them.

In compliance with the refolution of your honorable Houfe of the fixth
of April, we have purchafed a convenient lot of ground for five hundred and
fixty -five pounds fpecie, and confiderable progrefs is made in erecting upon it
a magazine for gun-powder.
It will be neceSTary to provide by law for paying the price of the lot and the expence of the building, which, as nearly
as we can at prefent afcertain, will be one thoafand nine hundred and feventyAnd we are of opinion that it will likewife be proper to give
jive pounds.
a legiflative fanction to the Storage of powder belonging to private citizens, as
foon as that magazine will be ready to receive it.
have not been able to carry into effect the intention of the Legislature
exprelfed by the act of the fixth of April, as no one has been willing to
undertake to put the banks of Mud- Ijland into good repair for the fum appropriated by the law:
conceive that twelve hundred pounds will be requifite for that purpofe.

We

We

The

adjuftment of the claims of individual States again ft the United States
being an object of confiderable moment, feveral ftates had appointed agents
to attend to the fettlement of their refpective accounts before the commiifioners appointed by Congrefs ; and therefore, in conformity to the fientiments of our Delegates, as well as the obvious utility of the meafure, we
have during your recefs employed Charles Pettit, Eiquire, for that purpofe,
as an agent on behalf of the ftate of Pennfylvania.
The letter from our
Delegates, and a letter from Mr. Pettit respecting the bufinefs cf his agency,

we

[
we
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with a letter from the Comptroller- Genera! upon the
of the public accounts.
Council being called upon to difcbarge the balance due to Robert Galbraith, Efquire, on his contract for opening the road from Frank's- town to
Connemaugb, we lay before your honorable Houfe the information we have
received with refpect to the execution of that contract from William Findlcy,
Efquire, a member of Council, who at our requeft has examined the road,
and thinks it has been laid out conformably to Mr. G a lb rait h s undertaking.
tranfmit a letter from the Attorney-General, on account of the opinion therein expreffed, " that it would be found policy to eftablifh a rule of
reciprocity with the nations of Europe, by an act of the Legiflature, declaring the fubjects of thefe ftates, in which our citizens are permitted to
enjoy real property devifed or defcending to them, capable of a fimilar privilege in Pennsylvania."
The act of the eleventh of February 1789, which
enables aliens to purchafe and hold lands in this commonwealth, will foon
expire by its own limitation ; and we conceive that a general and permanent
rule on this important fubject ought now to be adopted.
How far that
which is fuggefted by the Attorney-General may be proper, we fubmit to
the wifdom of the Legiflature.
The Truftees of the hofpital on State-Ifand having reprefented to us that
"the wharf on the Delaware, for the landing of fick pafiengers who may be fent
to the hofpital, is in fo ruinous a condition, that, unlefs lpeedily repaired, it
muff be entirely deftroyed, we inclofe their memorial, and recommend it to
the attention of the Legiflature.
fincerely lament the cccafion of laying before you the deDofitions of
inclofe, together

ftate

We

We

from which it appears, that in June lafl: two friendly Indians
were barbaroufly murdered on Fine creek, Northumberland county. In order
feveral perfons,

to manifefl our abhorrence of the crime, and to obtain, if poflible, the perfons of the Offenders, a proclamation was iffued by Council, offering a re-

ward of

apprehending them, and fuch other fieps
have been taken upon this occafion, as will we hope effectually appeafe the
refentment of the Indians, and prevent any danger of retaliation.
A defire to promote a good underftanding with the Indians who refide within the limits of this ftate has likewife induced us to acquiefce in the with,
which Cor?i-Pianier and other Chiefs of the Six Nations have exprefled to vifit
Philadelphia, three of whom we have accordingly invited, and they will probably arrive in the courfe of a few days.
The following acts and refolution of Congrefs, which were received on
Saturday, we tranfmit for your information
An A3 making farther provijion for the payment of the debts of the United
eight

hundred

dollars for

:

States.

An

A5t

to enable the officers

and foldiers of

the Virginia line, on continental

efablif merit, to obtain titles to certain lands lying northive/l of the river Ohio,
between the little Miami and Sciota.
An Aci authorifmg the Secretary of the Treafury to finifh the light -houfe on

Portland-Head, in the diftricl oj Maine.
An AcJ declaring the ajfer.t of Congrefs to certain ac7s cf the fates
land, Georgia, and Rhorie-Ifland and Providence Plantations.
An A.61 for the relief of the perfons therein mentioned or defcribed.
An ASi for the relief of dijabied foldiers and feamen, lately in the
.the United States, and of certain other perfons.

of Pvlary-

lervice

of

An

[
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An Act for altering the times for holding the Circuit Courts of the United
States in the dijlriols of South- Carolina and Georgia^ and providing that the
Di/lria Court of PenniylvaniayZW/Z/z future be held at the city of Philadelphia
only.

An A£l
An Ail

making certain appropriations therein mentioned.
making provi/iou for the reducliyn of the public debt.

And

A Re/olution,

directing that a return of certain furveys of lands in the WeftTerritory be made to and perfecled by the Secretary of the Treafury.

cm
A

from the Honorable Frederick Augujlus Muhlenberg, Efq Speaker
of the Houfe of Reprefentatives of the United States, inclofing a refolution
of the Houfe, dated May the eighteenth laft, relpeding the terms for which
th-e members of the prefent Congrefs were chofen, is alio lent herewith.
letter

;

THOMAS MIFFLI N.
Council Chamber,
Philadelphia, Augujl 31ft,

1790.

And

the feveral papers therewith tranfmitted were alfo read ; and on
fpecial order, the fame were read the fecond time.
tion,
Ordered, That the laid meifage and papers be referred to Mr. Rawle,

mo-

and by

Hcge and Mr. Johnjlon,

to

arrange the fubject matters,

Mr.

and make report

thereof.

A

petition

from 105 inhabitants of the county of Bucks was

fimilar tenor with the petition of a

county, read

March

1

8th

number of

read, of a

the inhabitants of the fame

laft.

on the table.
from the elders and truftees of the Reformed and Lutheran
congregations in the townihip of Maccungy, in the county of Northampton,
was read, praying leave to bring in a bill, to be enacted into a law, for the
purpofe of enabling them to raife, by way of lottery, the fum of fifteen
hundred dollars, to difcharge the debts incurred by erecting a houfe of public
worfhip and fchool-houfe for the ufe of the laid congregations.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from William Sotherin, confined in the debtors apartment
6f the city and county of Philadelphia for debt, was read, praying he may
be releafed from further imprifonment.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from John Blair, of Northumberland county, was read, fetting
forth, that he mortgaged his land to the Truftees of the General Loan-OlScs
to fecure the re-payment of a fum of money by them loaned; that by reafon
Ordered

A

to lie

petition

of the dc-predationsof the Indians, and other misfortunes, he is unable to difcharo-e the fame.; and praying a further time may be allowed him for that
purpofe.

Ordered

to lie

on the table.

Hubley, William Shannon and John Chaloner, Auctioneers, read yefterday, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Gurney, Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Balliof,

The

petition of

Adam

to report thereon.

The

petition of

John M'Kibben, read Augujl 28th, was read the fecond

time.

Ordered,

—
[
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Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Cunningham, Mr. Mafjhatt and Mr.
Faux, to report thereon.
Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to the chair a bill, entituled

" An Acl to incorporate the Prejbyterian congregation at Middle Spring, in
u the counties of Cumberland and Franklin," which was read the firft time,
and

Ordered

The
" of

bill,

to lie

on the table.
" An A5l

entituled

this State in the Congrefs

And

in confidering the

firft

to

provide for the

of the United States,"
enading claufe, viz.

election

of Reprefentatives

was read the third time.

Be it enaded, and it is hereby enaded by the Reprefentatives of the
Freemen of the commonwealth of Pennfylvania, in General Affembly met,
and by the authority of the fame, That the election of Reprefentatives,
*'

agreeably to the conftitution of the United States and the directions of this
ad, to ferve in the Congrefs of the United States, fhall be held by the citizens thereof, qualified to vote for members of the General Affembly, on
the fecond Tuefday of OBober next, of which due notice fhall be given by
the Sheriffs of the refpedive counties, conformably to the ads of Affembly
for regulating the general eledions in this State, at the places in the city of
Philadelphia and in the feveral counties refpedively prefcribed by the eledion
laws aforefaid, and in like manner as in and by the faid laws is direded for
the eledion of members of the General Affembly ; and any perfon who
may or fhall be guilty of any negled or abufe of the faid laws, or of any
part thereof, at any eledion to be held in purfuance of this ad, may and
fhall be profecuted and punifhed in the fame manner, as if he was guilty of
the like negleds or abules in the eledion of Reprefentatives to ferve in the
General Affembly."
A motion was made by Mr. D. Stewart, feconded by Mr. Findley, to recommit the faid bill, excepting the title and preamble, for the purpofe of
introducing a plan^for dividing the ftate into diftrids, for chufing Reprefentatives in the Congrefs for this ftate, with inftrudions to the faid committee to

introduce a claufe or claufes for that purpofe.
On the queftion, u Will the Houfe agree to the motion to re-commit the faid
" dill for that purpofe ?" the Yeas and Nays being called by Mr. David
Stewart and Mr. Findley, were as follow, viz.

—

YEAS.

1

[

*9t
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NAYS.
j

7 James

NAYS,
34 Conrad Ibrie, jun.
25 Anthony Lerch, jun.
36 John Moore,

Clem/on,

18 John Hopkins,
19 Henry Dering,
20 James Cunningham.,
2.1 Jacob Erb,

22

37 ^o/6« White,
38 3^« Baird,
39 Alexander Wright,
40 James John/on,
41 J«&« .R^ra,
42 Jonathan Roberts,
43 James Faux,

yo/6/z Miller,

2 3 J°fepb

R eed,

24 y^
25 Thomas

^ Schmyfer,

26
zy
28
29
30

Lilley,

William Godfrey,

3

Thomas Kennedy,
Jonathan Hoge,
3^" Ludwig,
Nicholas Lutz,
Daniel Leinbachf

32

Pa-/<?r £rf/?r,

44
45
46
47

f

y<?^

Miley,

y^w^j M'Cr eight,
Obadiah Gore,

j^/* Nevil,

48 i2wg£ Lloyd,
49 Richard Riley.

33 Stephen Balliot,

So

it

was determined in the negative.

And

A

the bill recurring, the fame was considered by paragraphs.
motion was made by Mr. Rawle, feconded by Mr. Boy/,

To amend

title, fo as to read as follows, u/'z.
provide
/<?
for the enfuing eleSlion of Representatives of this fate
in the Congrefs of the United States."
Which was determined in the affirmative % and thereupon

"
"'

the

-^K -<4#

Ordered,

That the

faid bill be engroffed,

for the purpofe of being

ena&ed

into a law.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow^ A.

Wednefday, September
The Houfe met

i,

M.

1790.

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment.

from the inhabitants of Robefon, Union, Caernarvon and Brecknock townfhips, in the county of Berks, were read, praying they may be
ere&ed into an eledion dillridt, and bv law enabled to hold their general
elections at the houfe now occupied by John Klingeman..
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of Colebrockdale, Earl, DiJlribl and Hereford townfhips, in the county of Berks, was read, praying
they may by law be authorifed to hold their general elections at the houfe
now occupied by Jofeph Muthard, in Colebrookdale townfhip aforefaid.
Ordered to lie on the table.
A petition from 206 inhabitants of that part of the Northern-Liberties of
the city of Philadelphia, which lies between the northern bounds of the faid
city and Pegg's run, and between the river Delaware and the middle of
Fourth-Jlreet, was read, praying leave to bring in a bill to provide for the
Petitions

eftablilhment and fupport of a fuitable number of lamps, watchmen and
pumps, in the faid diftrid, by an equal tax on the eftates of the inhabitants
thereof.

Ordered

to lie

on the

table.

A

me/Tage

^97
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meffage from the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council was pre-

fented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz.

A MESSAGE

from

President and the Supreme Executive
General Assembly.

the

Council

to the

GENTLEMEN,
our meffage of the
of Augufi we informed your Honorable
INHoufe,
that two friendly Indians had been barbaroufly murdered in 'June
thirty-firfl

laft:,

by citizens of

on Fine creek, and that we had taken mealures

this ftate,

for apprehending the murderers, and for preventing retaliation.

Mr. King, who was by order of Council difpatched to the Indian country
with a fpeech, and with copies of the proclamation iffued by Council for apprehending the murderers, returned lair, evening.
He has brought a letter
from Mr. Phelps, dated Canandarque, Augufi the 14th, 1790, and a fpeech
from feveral Chiefs of the Seneca Nation, to which the two Indians who
were murdered on Pine creek belonged which letter and fpeech we enclofe.
We conceive it to be of great importance to the welfare of the good people of this ftate, that meafures mould be immediately taken for quieting the
minds of the Indians. We therefore requeft a conference with a committee
of the General Affembly this morning on the fubject.
-,

We tranfmit a letter from the State Treafurer, relative to the loan-office ;
with an account of monies due to the commonwealth on mortgages prior to
the revolution, which we recommend to the attention of your honorable
Houfe.
A letter from John Beckley, Efquire, Clerk of the Houfe of Reprefentatives of the Uniied States, and a copy of the journals of the proceedings of
that Houfe, accompany this meffage.

THOMAS MIFFLIN.
Council Chamber,
Philadelphia, September iff,

1790.

And

the papers therewith tranfmitted were alfo read ; and on motion, and
by fpecial order, the fame were read the fecond time : Whereupon
Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Hoge, Mr. Marjhall and
Mr. Nevil be a committee, to confer with the Supreme Executive Council
on that part of the meffage which relates to the murder of two Indians on

Pine creek, and make report.
Ordered, That that part of the meffage, together with the letter from the
State Treafurer relative to the Loan-Office, with an account of monies due
to the commonwealth en mortgages prior to the revolution, be referred to
Mr. Gurney, Mr. Chapman, Mr. Clingan, Mr. Balliot and Mr. White, to report thereon.

The

petition of

Ordered,
thereon.

The

That

John
it

Blair,

read yefterday, was read the fecond time.

be referred to the

laft

named committee,

petition of the elders and trustees of the

to

report

Reformed and Lutheran

the tovvnfhip of Maccungy, and county of Northampton,
read yeftcrjay, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That the prayer thereof be granted.

congregations in

The

t
The

petition

*9*
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of Jeremiah Rees, read Augujl 28th, was read the fecond

:ime.
Ordered, That
report thereon.

it

be referred to the

members from Cumberland county,

to

The petition of a number of the inhabitants of Heidleberg townfh'ip, in
the county of Dauphin, read Augujl 30th, was read the fecond time.
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Britton, Mr. Lilley and Mr. Kennedy,
to report thereon.
Agreeably to leave given, a member prefented to the chair a bill, entitled " An AB for raifing, by way of lottery, the fum of eight hundred
" pounds, for defraying the debts of the incorporated German Reformed con" gregalion in the borough of Reading, in the county
of Berks, being for
" their houfe of worfiip, parfonage and fchool-houfe," which was read the firft
time, and
Ordered, to lie on the table.

Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.

Thar/day, Septembers,

M.

1790..

A.M.

The Houfe met

purfuant to adjournment.
a number of the inhabitants of the county of Bedford
was read, ftating the inconveniences they labour under by reafon of the
obftru&ions to the fifhery in Dunning's creek and the Rays-town branch of
Juniata, and praying the fame may be declared public highways, from their
junction to their firft branches.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed yefterday, to confer with the Supreme Executive Council on the fubjedf. of their meflage of the firft inftant, made report,
-which was read; and on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read
the fecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz.
The committee appointed to confer with the Supreme Executive Council,
in confequence of their meflage of the firft of September, report, that they
have performed the duty afligned to them.
The atrocious murder which appears to have been committed in Northumbcrland county not only requires immediate and vigorous exertion to punifh
on account of national juftice, but the diilatisfaclion of the Indians
it,
equally demands immediate attention, to prevent the fatal confequences
which might enfue from unneceflary delay, or apparent indecifion.
The following. resolutions are therefore fubmitted, viz.
Refohed, That this Houfe entertains the greateft abhorrence of every action
tending to interrupt the friendly intercourfe which has hitherto fubfifted with
the Indian tribes within the limits of this flate, and will readily coincide in
any requilite meafure to fupport and continue it.
Rejohed, That the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council be authorifed
to draw on the Treafurer of the ftate for the fum of one hundred pounds, to
be applied in fuch manner as appears to them moft expedient for the purpoie
of appearing the friends and relations of the two Indians lately murdered in
the county of Northumberland, and of preferving a good underftanding wjth
the nations to which they belonged; and that they alio be authorifed to
draw on the Treafurer for the necefiary exp^nces attending the fame.

A

petition

from

The

[
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Ths committee

appointed Augnfc 31ft, on the mefTage from the SupremeExecutive Council of the fame day, to arrange the fubjecl: matters, and

make

made

which was read, as follows, viz.
was referred the mefTage from the Prefident
and Supreme Executive Council of the thirty-firft ultimo, fubmit the following refclutions, viz.
Rejohed, That fo much of the mefTage of Council as relates to the magazine for gun-powder be referred to a committee.
Refohed, That that part of the mefTage of Council relative to the repairs
of Mud-Jjland be referred to a committee.
Refohed, That fo much of the meilage of Council as refers to the appointment of an Agent on behalf of this ftate, to endeavour to effecl a
iettlement of accounts with the United States, be referred to a committee.
Rejolved, That that part of the mefTage of Council relative to the road
from Frank's-town to Conemaugh, and the balance claimed by Robert Galbraith, Efquire, be referred to a committee.
Refohed, That fo much of the mefTage of Council as relates to enabling
aliens to purchafe and hold kinds within this ftate be referred to a comreport thereof,

The committee,

to

report,

whom

mittee.

Refohed, That that part of the mefTage of Council which refers to the
memorial of the Truftees of the Hofpital on State-IJland be referred to a

committee.

The refidue of the mefTage, except what relates to the Indians, appears to
be matter of information, on which it is unnecefTary to propofe any refolutions.

With regard to the intended friendly vifit of fome of the Chiefs of the- Six
Indian Nations, the committee is fo deeply imprefTed with the neceffity of
cultivating an amicable intercourfe with the tribes remaining within or near
-to this ftate, fo far as it can be conftitutionally effected, that they conceive
it requifite to propofe the following resolution, viz.
Refohed, That provifion be made for defraying the neceffary expences
which may arife from the vifit of fome of the Chiefs of the Six Indian Nations, of which information lias been communicated by the Prefident and
Supreme Executive CouncH.
And on motion, and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond time:

Whereupon
Refohed, That fo
zine for

much

gun-powder be

of the mefTage of Council as relates to the maga-

referred to a committee.

Ordered, That Mr. Gurney, Mr. IVynkoop and Mr. Hoge be a committee,
on the fubject of the aforefaid refolution, and to make report.
Refohed, That that part of the mefTage of Council relative to the repairs

of Mud-IJland be referred to a committee.
Ordered, That Mr. Hiltzheimerm Mr. Paul and Mr. Lloyd be a committee
for that purpofe, and to make report.
Refohed, That fo much of the mefTage of Council as refers to the appointment of an agent on behalf of this ftate, to endeavour to effect a fettle-

ment of accounts with the United States, be referred to a committee.
Ordered, That Mr. Chapman, Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Vaux be a committee,
for the purpofe contained in the faid refolution.
Refohed, That that part of the mefTage of Council

from Frank' s-toii'ii
braith,

to

relative to the road

Conemaugh, and the balance claimed by Robert Gal-

Efquire, be referred to a committee.

4

G

Ordered,
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Ordered, That Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Marjhall and Mr. D. Stewart be a
mittee, for the purpoi'eS' contained in the foregoing reiolution, and to

commake

report.

That

much

of the meffage of Council as relates to enabling
aliens to purchale and hold lands within this ftate be referred to a committee.
Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Ho%e be a committee, en
the fubjecT of the iaid refolution, and to make report.
Rejolved, That that part of the meffage of Council which refers to the
memorial of the Truftees of the Hofpital on State-Ifland be referred to a comRefolved,

fo

mittee.

Ordered, That Mr. Hiltzheimer, Mr. Paul and Mr. Lloyd be a committee,
for the purpoie contained in the faid refolution, and to report thereon.
Refolved, That proviiion be made for defraying the neceffary expences

which may arife from the vilit of fome of the Chiefs of the Six Indian Nations, of which information has been communicated by the Preiident and
Supreme Executive Council.
The committee appointed Augnjl 28th, on the petitions of a number of
the inhabitants of the fecond election diftricT in the county of Wafington,
made report, which was read, as follows, viz.
The committee, to whom was referred the feveral petitions of a number
of the inhabitants of Wajhington county, on the fubjecT matter of a new
diftricT:, beg leave to report,
That they have examined and coniidered the fubjecT matter of faid petitions, and are of opinion that the prayer of the petitioners for a new election diftricT: is juft and reafonable, and ought to be granted; and fubmit the

election

following refolution, viz.
Refolved,

into

That

a law,

a

committee be appointed

to bring in a bill,

to be enacTed

to enable the inhabitants of that part of Sbaugbari& diftricT re-

Wafhington county, and alfo of a part of the fecond diftricT,
commonly known by the name of Bentley's diftricT, in faid county, to hold
their annual elecTions at the houfe now occupied by David Hamilton.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The committee appointed Augufl 26th, on the memorial of the MafterWarden, on behalf of himfelf and the Wardens of the port of Philadelphia,

maining

made

in

report,

which was

The committee,

to

read, as follows, viz.

whom

was referred the petition of the Mafter- Warden

of the port of Philadelphia, report
That although the duties of the Wardens have been confiderably diminifhed by the cefiion made to the United States per acT of the twenty-eighth
day of September laft, there remain other duties, of too much importance
to the trade of the port, to fuffer the board to be diftblved, efpecially as
there is reafon to believe that Congrefs will, in the courfe of their next feCappropriate a fum adequate to all the duties of this bufinefs ; that in
the mean time provifion be made, as well to difcharge the fum of feventynine pounds fix fallings and three-pence now owing, as to provide for what
expences may arife until the end of the next feflion of General Affembly :
iion,

Tiie committee beg leave to offer the following refolution, viz.
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to difcharge
the fum of feventy-nine pounds fix fillings and three-pence, out of the monies
appropriated for claims and improvements, and to bring in a claufe or claufes
to repeal fo much of the acT of General Affembly, paffed the fourth day
of Ocljber, one thoufand kven hundred and eighty-eight, and the fupple-

meni
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ment thereto, paSTed the twenty-feventh day of Marah, one thoufand leven
hundred and eighty-nine, as relates to the tonnage-officer, and the reports of
and alio to make provision for diminishing the
pilots at the Wardens-office
;

current expences of the laid office.
Ordered to lie on the table.
The petitions of 1223 inhabitants of the county of Mifflin, read Augnjl
28th, were read the fecond time.
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Lilley, Mr. Cerfon and Mr. Harris,
to report thereon.
The letter from Charles Smith and Simon Snyder, Efquires, read Augaft
28th, was read the fecond time, together with its enclofures.
Ordered, That they be referred to the laft named committee, to report
thereon.

The
**

" An ASl for

entituled

bill,

altering

certain eleBion diJlriSls in the

Northampton," was read the fecond time, and confidered by

county of

paragraphs.
Ordered, That

be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith pub-

it

lished for consideration.

The

entituled

bill,

" form

u

A Supplement

to the a£f,

entituled

" An

Acl: to re-

the penal laws of this ftate," was read the fecond time, and con-

fidered by paragraphs.

Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith published for confideration.
The bill, entituled " An A5t to alter the time of holding the County Courts

" of Common

Pleas and Quarter Sefjions for the county of Delaware," was read
the fecond time, and confidered by paragraphs.
Ordered, That it be tranferibed for a third reading, and forthwith publish-

ed for confideration.

Adjourned

to-morrow, A.

until ten o'clock

Friday , September 3,

1790.
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The Houfe met
Adjourned

until ten o'clock

to-morrow, A.
Z.

To the CITIZENS
the

conftitution,

inSlant,

it is

A. M.

purfuant to adjournment; and

PETER

N

M.

LLOYD,

of

which received

established, that

" The

M.
Clerk of the Generel AJJhnbly
>

PENNSYLVANIA.
its

public completion on the fecond

Legifiative

power of

this

common-

wealth Shall be veSted in a General ASlembly, which Shall conliSt of a Senate
and Houfe of Reprefentatives."
No provision is made, in any part of it, for the temporary continuance
Hence it has been
of the Legislative functions of the Houfe of ASTembly
doubted, whether our powers did not ceafe with the adoption of the constitution ; whether a Legislature, confiir.ing of a fingle Houfe, could bind the
people by laws, after the people had declared that their laws Should be the
act of two Houfes, with the fanclion, under certain regulations, of the
:

Chief Executive Officer.

We

have confidered that the power verted

in

the
late

J"OZ

c

]

Convention was neceffarily fuperior to ours, though derived from the
To them was intruded the office of making
fame fource, at the fame time.
a new plan of government, after an avowed experience of the inconveto us, the talk of common and neceffary legiilation,
niences of the former
As they were not retrained in their appointwhile they were fo employed.
ment to any time at which the government they might form mould commence in its effect, it is obvious that they were no lefs matters of this
circumftance, than of the different parts and principles of which the fyftem
ffiould be compofed.
To deny, therefore, the authority of the Convention to fuperfede the
powers we poffeffed, would be to difpute the authority of the people from
whom we received our powers, and to whom we are accountable for the exercife of them.
In this peculiar fituation we have not relied altogether on our own judgment. We have confulted with the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council (who are exprefly continued in office) with the Judges, and ether relate

;

lpectable authorities in the profeffion of the law.

We

have found their opinions generally to coincide with ours.
We have
contemplated the impropriety of proceeding under an authority doubtful,
and perhaps extinguished, at a confiderable expence to the commonwealth,
to enacl: laws, which perhaps will not be enforced, and to direct meafures,
which might only terminate in diforder and difobedience.
We have therefore thought it our duty to retire from the ftations in which
we were placed, although it is with regret that we leave much neceffary
alfo

bufinefs unfinished.

We

under the obligation of informing you,
hold ourfelves accountable for our public conduct, of the reafons which have induced us to decline the further exercife of the trufl:
which you have repefed in us.
to

have

alfo confidered ourfelves

whom we

September

\th,

1790.

"Lawrence Sickle,
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William Rawle,
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David
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Daniel Leinbach,

Benjamin Markley,
James Faux,

Peter Ealer,
Stephen Bal/iot,
Conrad Ihrie, jun.
Anthony Lerch, jun.
John Moore,
John White,

Obadiah Gore,

Thomas

John

Lilley,

Thomas Clingan,

John Chapman,
James Bryan,
Richard Thomas,
Richard Downing, jun.
Caleb James,

John M'Dowell,
James Clemfon,
John Hopkins,
Plenty Bering,

Mitchell,

John Car/on,
James M'Cr eight,

David Stewart,
John Nevil,

Hugh
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