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HISTORY OF

MUSKINGUM COUXNTY.

John P. Stortz, Adamsville, Muskingum county
Ohio.  Amuny the prosperous pioneer nmilies,
subatantial farmers and valuable citizens of this
part of the stute we find the Sturiz family. Chris-
tign Sturiz, the great-grandfather of our subjeet,
was born in Pennsylvania, and a farmer of Somer-
sel eounty. His father eame from Germany with
his peronts when but four years of age. A tradi-
tion in the family relates that bis parents both died
at sea, on the passage to Americs, and their son,
the father of Christian, was sold to pay his passage
to Philadelphis, as was the custom in those days.
He fipally settled 1o Somerset county, Penn., and for
miny years the family were residents of that coun-
ty. Clristian Stortz, his son, married a Miss
Shoemaker, was a suceessful farmer of Somerset
connty, owned about 300 acres of land, and here
passed the remainder of his days.  Jacob Sturtz, his
eldest son, and the grandfather of John P., was barn
in Scmerset county, Penn., iu 1787, and of Penn-
gylvania Duoteh stoek. He received a commop-
school edueation in German, was reared a farmer,
and married Susan Gaumer, the danghter nf‘%gﬂ
Gaumer, n evolutionary soldier from Heading,
Penn., who settled in Washingion township, this
county, in 1808, the families coming together.
Jacob Sturtz setiled, the same year, on land now
owned by Mr. Lovett. To himself and wife were
born ten children: Daniel (born in Pennsylvanis,
and died soon after coming to this connty), Charles
(born in Washington township, this county), Lu-
cinda, Catherine, Adam, Andrew, Lydia, Martin,
Solomon and Margaret. All lived to maturity, ex-
cept the first. Jacob Bturtz was a soldier in the
Revolntionary war, served as a rifleman, under
Capt. Robert MeConnell, and lived in Washington
township eight vears. TIn 1518 he settled in Ad-
ams township, on land now owned by George W,
Bell, and bhere died, December 24, 1834, He was
very handy at almost any work. He was a Dblack-
smith, gunsmith and earpenter, and very often built
houses. ‘Imﬂug other things he prepared gupo.
powder and charcoal, and was considered one of
the Lest hunters of the time in his ecounty. He
was o member of the Lotheran church in Salem
township, held the office of church trustee, and as-
gisted in the building of this church. When he
died he was but forty-seven years of age.

Charles Sturtz, his son, and the father of John
P., was born, Febroary 19, 1813, on his father’s
farm in Washington township, and received but
little edueation in the old log schools of that time,
He attended school, in all, about three months,
lenrning to read and write, and learned the nsnal
work of & farmer boy, becoming very handy with
arifle. He shot his first deer when bot seven years
of age. In 1833, at the age of twenty-one years,
he married Rachel Bainter, danghter of Adam and
Elizabeth (Shrover) Bainter, and was one of six chil-
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dren: Mary, Jacob aod John (twina}, Catherine
and Ra.nha[‘i (twins), and Adam C. Plulip Shroyer,
grandfather of Mrs. Sturtz, was the first of the
family to come here, and cleared the land now
owned by his grandson, P. €. Schroyer. To Mr.
and Mra, Charles Sturtz were born ten children:
Elizabeth L. (married aod deceasadg; Margarat
{died at the age of twenty-twe years); Adam C.,
Susan C., Jacob L., John P., Mary M. (died at
the ageof twenty-two years); Charles N. (drowned
ir, the Muskingum river in 1873, at the age of
twentyv-one vears); Hachel A, (died st the age of
eight years); Josiah (died an infant). After his
marriage Mr. Startz bought the land upoo which
be now resides, and where he has lived many
years, Ho was very successful in farming, and
bought a sawmill on Symms creelk. This mill he
operated until 1550, when he built & new one, and
also had a stere for three years, from 1847 to
1850, in Coshoeton connty. He was a very pros-

us farmer, and now owns $20 acres of well-
mmproved land, He is a prominent member of the
Lintheran church, of Adamesville, and has been =
ohinreh trastee. In polities he is a demoerat and
g charter member of Hubbard lodge Ne. 220, of
AF & A M, He was a strong Union man
during the war, and had two sons o that war
DMy, Sturtz owns land in Salem township, the
original deed for which was signed by Gen., An-
drew Jackson. His two sous who served in the war
were Adum C, and Jacob, both in the One Hundred
and Sixty-second regiment, Ohioc Volnnteer in-
fantry, Mr. Stnrlz is now eighty years of age,
hale and hearty, and respected by all.  Jobn P.
Sturtz, his son, was born April 11, 1845, received
a common-school eduestion, and took np farming,
June 10, 15869, he married Lonisa . Moser, the
daughter of George A, and Anos (Habn Moser,
After their marriage they settled in Adamesville,
followed farming and teaming for a time, when
Mr. Sturtz sold out and moved on a farm in Adams
township, lived there one year when he moved to
Hayworth farm, where he lived fourteen years, On
this farm he erected a good house and barn in
1877 and 1875, In (890 he moved to Adamsville,
wherse he had opened a bardware store in 1854 in
compuny with J. A, Spoots. This was the first
hirdware store in Adamsville, and they built ap a
good trade.  In 1842 My, Sturtz retired aod the
business 18 now conducted by Ferell DBros. In
1840, in gonnection with his other business, Mr,
Sturtz opened a hotel in Adamsville, which Tas
been very snceessful.  Himself and wife are inem-
bors of the Lutheran climreh, of which he hos been
elder, deacon and Swunday school anperiotendent
for many years. Dike his Tather he i3 o stunch
demoerid, bt not an oflice seeker., Ho has lLeld
the office of townslip trostes.  To Mr and Mys,
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Startz bave Leen born theee cloldren: Anuie F,
(born March 12, 15870). Clark N. (born July 31,
1576}, and Roland J. H. (born September 5,
158583), Annie E. married September & 15890,
Elbert 8. Ferrell, & hardware merchant of Adams-
ville, and they have one child. Daniel Moser,
grandfather of Mrs, Sturtz, was born in Zwey-
brealker, Bavaria, and received a good education in
German, later learning the pottery bunsiness. He
was a well-to-do potter in Bavana, and gave all
his children good educations, his sons, as was the
custom in Germany, following the trade of their
father. He married, in Bavaria, Catherine Wen-
derling, and to them were born four children, who
lived to maturity: Philip, Catherine, Lounise and
George A, all born in Bavaria, In 1843 Daniel
Moeer game to America with his family, and set-
tled on a farm in Adams township, now ownoed by
John J. Klein., Hunself and family were unag-
customed to farm work, and were compelled to
pay to have the work dune until they gradually
became farmers.  They were members of the
Lintheran ehurch, and Daniel lived to e sixty.
three years of age, dying in 15843, His son, Plulip
Moser, worked at the pottery business in Zanes-
ville for years, George A, Moser, another son, and
the father of M Sturtz, was boro in 1518, in
Bavaris, and received a good edncation, being able
to spealk French and (German, and when bhe game
to this conntry he also learned the English Jan.
guage. He was eighteen years of age when he
came to America with his father, became a farmer
and married Anna Hahn, danghter of Jolhn and
Elizabeth (Boltenberriek) Habn,  Her father came
from Hesse Cassel, Germaoy, in 1534, and settled
first in Pennsylvania, whers he lived about & vear
and a half, and in 1830 came to this connty and
gettled in Adams township vear Wills ereak,
Here he became a prosperous farmer and lived to
be aboub seventy-one yemrs of age. He was one of
the founders of the Lutheran ehureh, and with his
means helped to build the ehureh, and held the
prineipal offices. His widow is yet living at the
age of eighty-seven years, After his marriage
George A, Moser rewained on the home farim.
Later he removed to Boone, Iowa, and remained
there npne summer, bnt not liking the climate he
returned to his old home. He then opened a
groeery store in Zunesville and remained there two
yoars, when e removed to Adamsville and su.
gaged in the same business, was also postaster,
andd held the office of township trostoe.  Hinsell
and wife are members of the Luthernn chorely, and
he has held all the oflices in the same, and boviug
i rood voieo be was accustomed lo lead the sing.
igr.  He is n strong demoerat in polities.  Mr.
sk Mrs. Moser are the parents of nine ehildren:
Lionise (., Mury 1. (decensed af thirty-one yesrs
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of age, o widew at the time), Jobhn D)., Emma M., ~
Ella (., Annie 8., William . (died an iofant), |
Lowrena A. and Charles A, (died at the age of |
twenty-three years). DMr. DMoser gave all his ©
children good educations, and Emma M. aond ¢
Lonrena A, are successful teaclers, the latter hay- |
ing tanght ten years in Adawsvillo. My, Moser
died in 1574 at the age of filty-eight years, his
widow is yet living.



