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HISTORY OF

county., He was secretary of the board of
trucsters of Edwards, now Fairview church, in
1536-1838. In the spring of 1821 (some au-
thorities say as early as 1818-1819,) Mordecai
Edwards came from Salt creek and putup a
little log cabin on the farm where his son Wil-
liam now lives. *“Father Edwards,'" as he was
known to the pioneers, was the stanch friend
of the Christian religion and of education, and
his influence as one of the founders of the
Edwards school and Fairview church, has been
far-reaching, extending not only to this genera-
tion and this township, but to many generations
to come and throughout the country. He
entered the land on which he built his humble
cabin, and cleared up his farm from the heavy
timber. His wife was Phoebe Barrett, They
attended the old Methodist church at Wheel-
ens, of which Mrs. Edwards was a member,
and both were members of the original class
formed by the Rev, Jesse Roe, called Bethesda,
and also of the first Fairview society, the his-
tory of which could not be written without giv-
ing an account of lis connection with it, After-
wards came the Millers, Swigers, Shanafelts,
Pravises, Yearians, Fillers, Crumibakers, and
many others.

In 1826, on account of the nconvenience
in working the roads, Adams township was
formed from Monroe and Madison, it was
named Adams, at the suggestion of Caleb Jor-
dan, Esq.. and in honor of John ). Adams,
then a candidate for president. Soon after
this Solomon Wenna came with his family. In
1826 James Stewart came from Jeiferson
county.

In 1827 John Wagoner moved here, David
Ross came the same vear. John Ross wasa
local director about twenty years and at his
death was justice of the peace. Jacob Gau g
Jr.. came to Ohio in 1808 with his father, Jacob
Gaumer,who was a Revolutionary soldicr and
settled first in Washington townshipand then in
Salem township, giving two acres of his land
for the Lutheran church. Jacob Gaumer, Jr,,
after marriage, in 1814, moved with his lamily
through the woods and settled in Adams town-
ship, on the land now occupicd by Geo. W,
Bell, He was a noted hunter and selected this
land on onc of his hunting cxcursions, He
built the first brick house in Adams township.
The brick were made and burned on his farm
in 1840 and the building was erected in 1841,
and is still in good condition. Mr. Gaumer
assisted to build the®log Lutheran church and
also the barn structure which took its place.
He was a soldier in the war of 1812,

Among the first settlers was David Henry,
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a squatter on the Crumbaker farm. “Pensioner
hawvis,™” a Revolutionary soldier, lived on the
Knisely lot, and afterwards moved into a rail

en just below D, Sarbaugh.  Joe Williams, a

lacksmith on the D). Ross farm. He moved
away in 1819. In 1823 5. ]. Hanks settled on
Section 25, In 1831 Jacob Wagoner settled on
Section 24. From 1825-1835 many families
came and went, Campgells, Stoners, Cruse-
mans, Sturges, Starkeys, Shanafelts, Yearians,
and others had left. But Joys, Melchers,
Powelsons, Ramseys, Sandels, Mitchells,
Shaws, Sarbaughs, Jordans, Tomlinsons, Rol-
lings, Rollers, Cooneys, Shoemakers. Millers,
Browns, [I'riors, came into the township.
Among others the Vinsels have fgured much
to the credit of the township. The Swarts
family have been publicly known, and have
a wide influence.

The Shaws hecame public business men and
have wielded much power. The Laffles have
been helpers for good in the community, and
loyal to their country in war. George Wertz,
Esq., reared a family who are ornaments of
society and of strict iotegrity, Among the
original pioncers large families were the rule,
and it is worthy of note that Asa Brown, a set-
tler on the old Stewart farm, had a family of
cighteen children, In 1833 the frst saw-mnill
was built by David Swigert on Section 23, In
1825 David Direlsford built a saw-mill on the
river bearing his name. A saw-mill was also
built by William Willis on Symmes creck; date
s unlknown.

The first marriage of which therc is any rec-
ord in the township was solemnized between
David Shirer and Lydia Gaumer in 1822, The
first blacksmith was David Brelsford in 1810,
settled on Section 1. Phincas Tomlinson was
also one of the first blacksmiths in the town-
ship. The first frame house was built by Will-
fam Barton, Anthony Slater introduced the
Arst threshing machine and the first mower into
this township.

A petition was presented by Caleb Jordan,
Esq.. signed by a number of citizens of Madi-
son and Monroe townships, setting forth that
they labor under many difficulties and disad-
vantages in conscquence of the distance they
have to travel to elections, and praving that a
township may be set off of part of Monroe and
AMadizon townships, and the commissioners be-
lieving the prayer of the petitioners necessary
for the convenience of the inhabitants and
township officers, do hereby order a new town-
ship to gu set off according to the following
boundaries, to-wit: Beginning at the northeast
corner of Salem township ling and running



