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Hi. Thank you for selecting me for the Lakeview Hall of Fame. Being recognized by a school that I hold in 
such high regard means a great deal to me.  
 
I want to use this occasion to celebrate Lakeview teachers. The ones I had were a profound influence on my 
life. 
 
For me, the most influential were Industrial Arts teachers. Although they provided essential technical 
knowledge, it was their personal guidance that mattered most.  
 
Back then, there were few technical career opportunities in Mercer County. As much as I loved my drafting 
classes, I didn’t see a future in drafting due to a lack of local industry. I mentioned this to my teacher. He 
assured me there would be job opportunities. With this advice, I took all of the drafting classes Lakeview 
offered. They turned out to be the foundation of my career. 
 
I gave no thought to attending college. Thankfully, one of my drafting teachers took me to visit California 
State College. When college application time came around, that was the only college I was familiar with. I 
sent them an application, and was accepted into the Industrial Arts program. I thought that even though 
there were no local jobs in industry, I could teach drafting.  
 
I studied hard, and earned my bachelor's degree in three years. During my senior year I caught the flu, and I 
never completely recovered. It's like the illness called "Long COVID" that you hear so much about today. It 
left me with a lifetime of chronic illness. Because of that illness, I turned down a teaching job. Eventually I 
started driving a delivery truck.  
 
One evening I encountered my old machine shop teacher, Mr. Richmond. After asking about my job, he told 
me I could do more with my life. His advice helped to give me the confidence to accept a job offer from an 
oilfield manufacturing company in Texas. Within a year I was promoted to Senior Designer. 
 
The petroleum industry was booming, and then the oil market crashed in 1982. This absolutely decimated 
the oilfield manufacturing companies. I survived the layoffs as the company shrunk from over a hundred 
employees down to 12, but I failed to make the cut down to six. With a new house, a wife, and a baby, I was 
suddenly without a job. That made me just like nearly everyone else in the oil patch. It was devastating. 
Nobody was hiring, and prospects were dim.   
 
I tell you this story because you too will face adversity in your adult life. Maybe it won’t be an oil market 
crash and lifelong chronic illness, but it will be something. Use your time at Lakeview wisely, and be as 
prepared as you possibly can be. Then keep a positive attitude, because sometimes problems are really 
opportunities in disguise. 
 
Before the layoff, I interfaced with a small consulting engineering company on a design project. Since I 
didn't have a job, I gave them a call. Despite the horrible economy, they invited me in for an interview. One 
question they asked was what I wanted to accomplish in my career. I said I wanted to develop new products 
and then provide sustaining engineering. That was the gospel truth. Nevertheless, it didn't seem like the 
smartest answer at the time, because I was interviewing for a company that had zero products.  
 
As it turned out, the company owner had a dream of starting his own product line, and I was hired on the 
spot. That got me in on the ground floor of a new emerging technology. I spent the rest of my career 
contributing to that technology by developing new products and providing sustaining engineering. 
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It is very satisfying to know that those products provide jobs for the people who manufacture, inspect, and 
ship them. They also help to provide jobs for the people who use them in oil well drilling equipment. That 
economic impact is part of the legacy of the teachers at Lakeview.  
 
I wouldn’t have had the opportunities I did if it weren’t for the excellent teachers in the Lakeview School 
system. I thought of them very often during my working career.  
 
When I was attending Lakeview, I didn’t understand the value of some of the classes I had to take. For 
example, I always thought English classes were a big waste of time. Now, looking back after a long career, 
I’m shocked at how important good writing skills were. I'll give a few examples, so you know I’m not 
kidding.  
 
After you spend a small fortune developing new products, you want to protect them with patents. When 
you write a patent application, you have to describe the invention in extreme detail. After that, the 
application gets examined by the government. They try to prove your idea is not a new invention, and you 
try to prove it is. The arguments are all in writing. If you are successful, a patent is granted, and no one else 
can make your invention for 20 years. That gives you enough time to pay for the research and make a profit.  
 
When I was a kid, nobody warned me that I was going to have to write patent applications, and then defend 
them with complex written technical and legal arguments. 
 
After you develop a product, you have to try to sell it. One of the best marketing tools is a website.  
 
When you write for the internet, you have to incorporate search terms that people might use to find your 
product. One way to do that is with blogs.  
 
When I was a kid, the internet didn’t exist. Nobody told me I would have to create website content, or write 
blogs.  
 
If you sell a technical product, you have to provide technical support. I wrote a technical manual about our 
products in the early 1990s. Then I spent the rest of my career keeping it current. 
 
When I was a kid, nobody told me I would have to be a technical writer. English classes turned out to be 
absolutely essential to my career. That was a big surprise to me. 
 
As you sit here today, I don’t know which classes will be essential to your future. What I do know is some of 
them will be.  
 
Someday, like me, you will look back and realize that Lakeview teachers provided the skills you needed to 
survive in an increasingly competitive world. 
 
Thank you once again for selecting me for the Lakeview Hall of Fame. And thank you for giving me this 
opportunity to express the gratitude I feel for the teachers who gave me a head start in life. 
 
 
 
 


