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LUTHERANS IN BERKS COUNTY

BERKS COUNTY

the state of Pennsylvania. It was erected in 1752

when its northern boundary was the State of New
York. Formed out of territory which formerly belongea
to Philadelphia, Lancaster, and Chester counties it has
since yielded its territory to form twelve other counties
to the north. The population of thnis immense territory in
1752 hag been estimated at 12,000,

The Germans were decidedly in the majority but when
't came to the selection of a name it seems the English 1 -
Auence was strongest as the county was named after Berk-
shire in England, the home of William Penn,

The shape of the county 1s roughly that of a diamond
and its area about 900 square miles. The land is of a roll-
ing character, interspersed with hills and mountains, and
intersected by numerous streams.

The Schuylkill river flows through the middle of the
county, entering it about 10 miles west of the most northern
point it flows south to the city of Reading and thence in a
south-easterly direction where as it leaves the county it
becomes the dividing line between Chester and Montgomery
counties. Its branches resemble those of a tree flowing into -
it from the fertile valleys for which the county is noted.,

The only city in the county is Reading with a popula-
tion of more than 100,000. About the same number of in-
habitants are secattered through the 44 townships, 22 bor-
oughs, and 100 villages.

Thirty-four churches in the county antedated its erec-
tion in 1752. Montgomery says, “The Lutheran religion
was predominant in the county, both with the Swedes and
Cermans to the east of the Schuylkill, and with the Ger-
mans to the west. Some of the Germans were of the Ke-
formed religion. The churches built by these denomina-
tions were mostly ‘union’ churches.”

E FRKS county was the seventh county organized in




LUTHERANS IN BERKS COUNTY

A BRIEF HISTORY OF LUTHERANS
IN BERKS COUNTY

RBerks County attended church services at Falkner’s
Swamp. The first Lutheran Congregation north of
Falkner's Swamp was begun by the Swedes, at Molatton
(Douglassville), in 1701. Swedish pastors were sent here
until 1742. In the meantime several other congregations
sprang up on what is now Reading Conference territory.
Accordingly Berks County Lutheranism has a continuous
history of two centuries and a quarter.

% EFORE 1700, Lutherans within the present limits of

The early church buildings in this vicinity were crude
and uncomfortable. They were usually small log or stone
structures. Tiles or shingles covered the roois, Where
there were floors other than the bare ground, they were
of paved brick. The seats often consisted of logs laid in
rows. There were no stoves. Their infroduction into
churches about 125 years ago aroused serious opposition.
In spite of these discomforts, the services were very long.
The sermon ibself was unsatisfactory, unless it lasted 2
hours. When the preacher came, at intervals lasting from
one to three months, the devout were very eager to hear
the preached Word. Frequently he lined out the hymns and
led the singing.

- With the settlements of those davs widely scattered,
pastors had to come long distances to visit their small
flocks . Sometimes they were the first to cut trails through
the pathless wilderness, while going on foot or horseback
from place to place. Minnig’'s Path was named after the
pastor who came across the Blue Mountains for many
vears to meet his preaching appointments at Strauss-
town. Occasionally worshippers would come all the
way from Lyken's Valley to attend services at Tulpe-
hocken. Rev. U. PP. Heilman, in “Our Church Paper”, gives
an account of a resident in Oley who was in the habit of
walking to Philadelphia to church and back, on Sundays.

Soon after the twenty-three families from the Scho-
harie Valley arrived in the Tulpehocken region, in 1723,
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FHE FIRST PALATINES' CHURCH AT NEWBURG, N, Y.

they decided to erect the Reed’s church, which was com-
piete in 1727. The piety of the early settler of Berks
County was such as to call for immediate provisions for
public worship, wherever a new community was established.
From 1730 to 1750, the number of Lutheran congregationg
Increased so rapidly that it was impossible to find enough
suitable pastors for them all. While this eagerness for the
preaching of the Gospel induced unworthy men to offer
their services, it also appealed to devout ministers who
came across the ocean to feed hunery souls with the bread
of life. The firm foundations that enabled Berks County
Lutheranism to weather the storms of centuries, without
impeding its progress, were laid by European missionaries.

In 1728, John Casper Stoever, student of theology,
and his son bearing the same name, but registering as a
milssionary, landed at Philadelphia. A vear later the
vounger, Stoever began his long career of gathering con-
gregations, building churches, and starting church records.
Among the congregations of Berks County founded by him,
were: Little Tulpehocken, 1729; Hill, 1730; and Frieden’s,
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:.Bernvﬂle, 1745. HIS Work extended intoe Lebanon, Lan—
~ caster and York counties.” He is reputed to have organized

" more cﬂngregatmns,_durmg his 51 years in the ministry,
'-_than any other pastﬂf of the Lutheran churr:h in Amerma

| CONRAD WELIEZR MONUMENT AT WOMOLALORFE
| In response to the urgent appeals for pecuniary aid
and pastoral oversight, Prof. Dr. Franke of Halle induced
Dr. Henry Melchior Muhlenberg to embark for America,
in 1742, As early as 1748 he visited Tulpehocken. Here
he married, in 1745, Anna Marie, oldest daughter of Con-
rad Weiser. Thereby the life and family of the Patriarch
of the Lutheran Church in America became inseparably
‘linked with the history of Berks County. Of this mar-
‘riage he wrote: “The Lord hath regarded my prayers and
granted me a yvoung woman who is pure of heart, pious,
unpretentious, meek and active”. On Muhlenberg’s arri-
val, there were, besides those churches already named,

23



LUTHERANS IN BERKS COUNTY

Lutheran congregations at Alsace, Sehwartzwald, Moselem
and Allemaengel.

RASE OF MONUMENT

Other missionaries who came from Halle through the
influence of Muhlenberg, were J. Nicolas Kurtz, D. D., pas
tor of Tulpehocken 1746-62, and his brother William Kuriz
who assisted him and later preached at Robeson; Chris-
topher Em. Schultze, from 1771 to 1809, pastor of Tulpe-
hocken, Rehrersburg, oi. Daniel’s, Womelsdorf, Bernville,
Little Tulpehocken and Schaefferstown; John H. Schaum.
from 1760 to 1778, pastor of Hill, Lobachsville, Moselem,
Ontelaunee, Maxatawny, and Rockland where his remains
Yie buried; John Voigt, pastor of Hill church, 1765-85.
Muhlenbere’s high regard for Halle indueced him to send his
three sons across the Atlantic to be educated there. Two
of these, Frederick A. and H. Ernst, appeared frequently
in Lutheran pulpits throughout Berks county. The former
organized the Ministerium of New York, in 1774. He
afterwards entered politics and became the first speaker
of the national House of Representatives.

With the founding of Trinity church, Reading, in 17562
began the practice of connecting country congregations
to form a parish with the town church. Trinity itself con-
tinued this practice for fully a century. It was followed by
St James’, St. John’s, St. Luke’s, and still obtains at St.
Mark’s. and Hope. Since the early beginnings of these
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LUTHERANS IN BERKS COUNTY

and other congregations had their origin in Trinity, it is
known in Reading as the mother church. During the first
century of their existence Christ church, Tulpehocken, ex-
coeded Trinity, Reading, in importance. In those days, it
was the mother church. Through the missionary zeal of
its early pastors many congregations have been established.

During the French and Indian War, church bulldings
along *the frontier were at times used to store provisions
an” ammunitions. In a few instances there were port
holes in the walls through which the approach of maraud-
ing savages was watched and checked by rifle shots. »t.
Paul’s, in Windser Township, apparentiy suffered from
Indian depredations, which is an indication that 1t was
used for military purposes. After the war, appeals were
made Trom that section for aid to erect a new church. At
this time there were, outside of the Tulpehocken region,
churches at Belleman’s, Dunkel’s, New Bethel and Alle-
maengel. All these suffered great hardships and members
of the latter two were massacred,

The churches that appeared in Berks County up to
1760 were with a very few exceptions altogether Lutheran
or Reformed. About that time the Union church became
the habit. During the succeeding half century nearly all
‘the purely denominational churches were made unton as far
as property rights and maintenance were concerned. No
doubt the hardships and privations incurred by the French
and Indian War made this step necessary In many In-
stances. Union edifices were erected, at Amityville, in
1753 Kutztown, 1755; St. Michael’'s, 1769; Wessnersville,
1770 ; Hamburg, 1770; Spies, 1774, A few of the stronger
congregations, notably Atolher, Rehrersburg, and Christ,
Stouchsburg, alwayvs remained distinctly Lutheran. The
first century of Lutheran endeavor in Berks County has
30 congregations to its eredit.

The American Revolution put a very serious check on
the organization of new congregations and the building of
new churches. The lovalty of the Lutheran church to the
cause of the Colonies induced them to stake their all in
the long struggle for liberty. Peter Muhlenberg, oldest
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son of the Patl iarch of the Lutheran church in Amerma
was a major-general and a member of Washmgtc}n 8 staff
in the continental army. “The Lord of hosts heard the
cries of the distressed, and sent an angel for their deliv-
- erance”, exclaimed Muhlenberg while rejoicing over the
victory at Trenton. But the political upheaval that swept
his own sons from the ministry into public life greatly
alfected the entire church. The year 1790, however, marks
the beginning of a great activity in the Lutheran churuhes |
of Berks County. Within a quarter of a century after that
date almost every Lutheran congregation in.the county
either helped to erect, or by itself built, a new church. A
number of the edifices of that period are still standing
as mﬂnuments to the hiberality and churchliness of the
Lutherans in this section a century and a quarter ago.

The great stream of Lutheran immigration during the:
18th century, and the consequent inability on the part of
the Church to supply them everywhere with spiritual
ministrations, exposed many of the early churches to im-
postors. In their eagerness for some one to supply them
with the means of grace, the people frequently accepted
the proffered services of these men whom I Muhlenberg
in his reports called “vagabond. preachers”. With the ex-
ceptions. of Gerhard Henckel, Tobias Wagner and Daniel
Shoemaker, these iﬂdependents were uneducated men and
frequently! without character. They accomplished - little
good and often ereated disturbances. At times they had
control of considerable sections of the county. Fully half
a dozen of them, under the leadership of J. C. Andraee, had
formed an organization in opposition to synod. Much of
the independent attitude and aloofness still held against
- synod, is an aftermath of their influence; IndIvldual 1r-
dependents ordained men to the ministry as late a» -%66.
Applications by men thus ordained for admission into
gynod were rej ected.

The scarcity of pastors often made the exceedingly
large. pdrishes, for which Berks County was especially
noted, a necessity. These extensive parishes invariably
overlapped and frequently extended into neighboring
counties. Many congregations in Berks were served by
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pastors residing far bevond jts borders. Rev. Daniel
Shoemaker at one time served 16 or more congregations
scattered over three counties. Rev, T, T. laeger, who died
in 1838, was pastor or regular supply of no less than 25
congregations 1n the central and western parts of the
county. Up to 1900, Rev. B. D. Zweizig served 10 con-
gregations. Uthers at the same time included from 6 to
8 congregations in their parishes. Indeed the unwilling-
ness to have more frequent services and to agree to divi-
sions of large parishes has for a long time stood in the
way of changes. But in the last 25 vears Very commend-
able progress has been made in making parishes smaller
and more compact. This with the telephone and the auto-
mobile enables the pastor, who is willing $o live within
the bounds of his parish, to be of immediate service to any
of his parishioners.

Many distinctions have been lavished on Berks County
preachers. 'Having‘ been educated men generally, there
was an abundance of honorary degrees of almost every
description conferred on them. Quite 3 few of them were
called to professorships in colleges and theological semin-
aries. A number of them became noted authors, Some
entered polities and acquired national fame. (Of the seven
Sentors of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania in its long
history, four were Berks County pastors. These were i
N. Kurtz, Christopher E. Schultze, William Beates and
Jacoh Fry., Besides these, C. F, Welden, G. F. laeger, Con-
rad Miller, Jacob Miller, John W, Richards, F. J. F. ochantz,
E. T. Horn and M, . Horine also served as presidents of
the Ministerium.

come of the most eminent ministers of the early
Lutheran church in America took their brides from Rerks
county families. Munlenberg’s marriage to Anna Maria
Weiser has been referred to. John Casper Stoever wag
married to Catherine Merkel whose father, Christian Mer-
kel, resided in Rockland. Rev. Dr. J. N. Kurtz took to wife
Anna Elizaheth Seidel. Their youngest son was for mMAany
years the influentig] pastor of the Lutheran church at
Baltimore. One of the daughters married Rev. Jacob Goer-
ing who was known as a great preacher.
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The Lutheran congregations of Berks have given to
the Church no less than 50 ministers. The first of these
was John: Andrew Schutze, who became governor of Penn-
sylvania. Among those who have spent all their years of
service outside of the home county were: William M, Baum,
. D., born at BEarlviile, 1825, who served as president of
the General Synod, 1873-5; Henry M. Bickel, D. D., born
in Reading, 1827, pastor in Philadelphia and associate edi-
tor of the LLutheran and Lutheran Observer; S. A, K. Fran-
cis, D. D., born in Amity Township, 1839, pastor of Trimty
church, Philadelphia, for nearly 50 years; Franklin S. Deit-
rich, born in Albany Township and died in India, 1889.
Among the living are: Milton J. Bieber, D. D, Field Mis-
sicnary in the Northwest; Levi F. Gruber, D. D.,, LL. B,,
St. Paul, Minn., author of “Creation ex Nihilo”; S. G. Trex-
ler, D. D., President of the New York and New England
Synod; A. L. Famee. Ph. D, Superintendent of Slav Mis-
sions. |

Fully one-third of the present pastors of the Reading
Conference are natives of Berks. And twice that number
are now laboring in the Lord’s harvest field elsewhere.
While the county is just about furniching to the outside
world the number of pastors that have come here from
other localities, it will according to present prospects soon
supply more preachers to the church than the Reading
Conference itself needs. The prayers for more laborers
in the Lord’s harvest are being answered.

A number of prominent ministers of the Lutheran
church, who had no charges in Berks County, resided here
at intervals. Dr. A. R. Horne was principal of the Key-
stone State Normal School at Kutztown, 1872-77. Rev.
Carl M. Jaeger, who served pastorates at Washington,
Wilkesbarre, Pittshurg, Carlisle and Harrisburg, resided in
Reading from 1889 to 1877. Frederick A. Muhlenberg, D.
D., LL. D., great-grandson of H. M. Muhlenberg and grand-
son of Rev. J. H. Schaum, who was professor of Greek In
the University of Pennsylvania and president of Muhlen-
bhere and Thiel colleges, spent the last 8 years of his life

28



LUTHERANS IN BEREK S COUNTY

in Reading, 183%-1901. Puring this time he trequently
preached in churches of this city and vicinity,

at least 4 languages, English, German, Swedish and
Erench, were used in {he Lutheran pulpits of Repks County.
The last two named hardly endured beyond the middle of
the 18th century. For more I an a century, German was
almoest exelusively used at divine services by Luthevan
congregations. The efforty to Introduce Hnelish were in
almost everv instance bitlerly contested  Seriops VNG~
sition in church councils and divisions in congregations
were olten brought ahout by the language guestion, The
city of Reading has a number of congregations that came
1nuto being through it. Rut gradually the Englich SETVIre s
gained the ascendency. There is now no congregation in
the conference whose services ave all conducted in German.

'

Approximately 5. of the churehes have all SEFVIEes in
Knglish.

e chiurches thrvoughout the ¢ity and county have

been wisely located, wilh few exceptions.  Fully half of
them have a confinvous netory of more than three-quar-
ters of a century., Some of the very oldest ave still AMon o

the most vigorous, Here Che unabating power of the (30N~

{.
pel is clearly evidenced., Berks County Luthoys s have no
Serious  countrv  chureh hroblem. The few Fatheran
churches that went ont 01 existence here had Insgemount-
able odds to contend with afl throuph theip history. The
Molatton chuvch fell into the hands of the Kniscopalians.
1t is doubtful whethey the Lutherans ever oreanized a con-
gregallcn in the Episcopalian church, located long ago neay
shillingion, of which Hugh Jones eave them part ownery-
ship by bequest, in 1734 The small congreeations theat
held forth at Womelsdorf, Strausstown and Pleasantville,
could not long endure under the shadow of the older and
stronger churches neay by,

There are now 93 well established Lutheran churches in
Berks County, with a total confirmed membershin of 82.000.
A more compact body of so large a number of Lutherans
1s hardly found in any other county in the United States.
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Che Reading Tonference

HY oldest organization of Lutheran congregations in the United
m States is the Ministerium of Pennsvlvania. At its oTganiza-
tlon meeting held in Philadelphia in 1748 Berlks county as now
constituted was represented by two congregations, viz: Christ
church, Stouchsburg, and Frieden’s, Bernville. A4s the Ministerium
grew 1n the number of congregations and the territory covered by
them, it became necessary to divide them into district conferences.

These conferences were at first numbered. Berks county CONgrega-
tions, within whese bounds lay the geographical and numerical centre

of the Ministerium, and the congregations of Schuylkill county formed
the Third District Conference, The marvelous erowth from ten con-
“legﬂtlﬂﬂb in 1748 to 574 congregations at the present time *mth a
baptized membership of 250,000 was attended with oreat pmblems of
proper division of the congregations into districts.

In 1893 upon the wise suggestion of Rev. Jacoh Fuv, D. ., then
pastor of Trinity, Reading, the congregations were ve-districted and
named after the chief city of the district. Thus it happened, thirty
years ago, that the Reading Conference came into existence with its
territory corresponding with the county of Berks.

In 1894 the number of pastors belonging to the Reading Con-
ference was twenty-eight with an estimated confirmed memhership
of about 23,000, To-day there are 35 pastors with 34 parishes com-
prising 86 congregations. Four Lutheran pastors with a total of
seven congregations in Berks county do not yet belong to the Resd-
ing Conference as they were formerly connected with the General
Synoed. The number of baptized members is conservatively estimated at
50,000. The confirmed number 33,000. Property valuations amount to
$2,500,000 according to parochial reports but replacement values would
increase this amount te about $10,000,000. There is a total debt of lesg
than $150,000. The conference meets semi-annually, with the pastors
and a layman from each parish as the aceredited delegates. The
present officers are the following: President, Rev., R. B. Lynech;
Secretary, Rev, W, 3. Dry; Treasurer, Rev. J. O. Schienker.
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PARISH REGISTER
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Muhlenberg {Twp.... Alsace ... ........ O E, Kistler. ..., ..... 1140 TO  THEO
Amityville | ... .. .08 Paul’'s. o 0w ey . i, B, Ritter....., ve.. oB9 22 RGY
Friedensburg . ...... Friedent's .. ... v LB, Ritier, . ........ 401 95 1489
Pricofow .. o v e s v St Johm's. . ........H., B. Ritter.......... (T 15 52
Bechtelsville ... .. L Trinity ... 00000y W. E. Wenner,........ 175 20 310
Bern Twp.eo.o v BETD o cn v i v i e ovu J. W, Bittner (Supply). 329 8 .08
Bivdsbore . ...... oo 8t Mark's. .. ..., 0 WO I Deibertoooio i, 470 35 B30
Geigertown .. ..... Sr, James'. ... ... W, F, Delbert........ 116 14 103
Bowers ..o -0, Trinity .- - .. .. e WO F, Bond....... ... - 14 147
Heveford .......... Huffs ... oo W. I"N Bond......:.'., 54% 25 1TH
Longswamp Twp, ... Longswamp ........ W, I', Bend....,..... . 508 20 140
Rockland Twp...... New Jerusalem...... W. F. Bond. .. ..,..... 348 12 1G5
Boyertown .. ...... o 3t Johwis. ... A, M. Weher. ., oL, 1245 66 BO7
Bernville . ......... Frieden's ... ... .... L. B, Miller........., 144 B Th
N, Heidelberg Tl v Lo ie e e r e e it e vn s .. . Miller. ... ...... 2 {3 3 4
Centre Twp . ool Bellermman’s ... ... - L, Ta. BMiller.......... £00) 12 ITo
Tilden Twp......... 8k Michael's.,..... L. R, Miler.......... 875 12 200
Greenwich Twp..... Bethel-—Zjon ., ..\, . JJ. 1. Sehlenker. ... ... A46 R 54
Greenwich Twp..... New Jerusalem. .., .. J. O, &achlenker.. . ... .. 185 i =0
AThany TWp. . v e .. New Dethel..........J. 0. Schlenker........ 130 3 T4
Albony Twp........Fricden’s .......... J. ©. Schlenker....... . 180
Hambure .. ........58% Joho'see o oo, oo .. . B, Kern, ouee oo ... Haa I3 451
Kutztown «...... .. St John's. o ... .. 0 W, Dittmer. .. ...... 542 18 360
Blanden ........... Maiden Orveel. .. ... .0 W. Bittner..... .. 210 AO1D4
hutztown ....... .. Trinity ..o ev .. E. B, Lyueh, oo, o.. .. 349 18 180
Moselern ... ....... 7/ Te) R R. B. Lynch........ ., 244 1IN 85
Leesport. .. . . TR TUIRILY oo e van. B B, Landis. ... ... .., 118 7 50
Ontelaunee Twp... .. ST 12115 K-S E. I, Landis.......... 256 5 &0
Bern Twp.......... Ppler™s .. .veenn... E. E. Tandis.......... 128
Mullenberg Twp,.... Hinnershitz ........ W, B, Landig....... ... BEEE 5 100
Maxatawny TWD..... Zien v vnvnnnns GBIV L 240 12 200
Mertziown ........ St. Paul’s. c........ W, 8, Dry........ i... 300 B 100
Richmond Twp...... 8t Tefers......... W, S, Dey. ..., .. 220 7 150
Alleghenyville . ..... Allegheny's ........ £, (3, Hefner......... 331 15 180
Mohnton .......... St John's........ .. . G, Tefiner......,.. 303 8D 437
Gouglersville ,.....,.Trinity ............ (r. . Heffner,........ 238 17 184
Mf. Peon......,.... Faith o ovuevinenan. ®. J. ITeckman........ 131 18 150
LReading .......... POACE vy o s nane 2. J. Heckman.,...... 103 12 185%
Reading ,......... (frgce .. W, H, Myerzs,......... 1080 a2  BaD
Reading .......... Holy Spirit......... 4 G Beck..o.. .., .. D03 40 EDD
Heading .......... Hope ... e e, HUOW, Warmkess=el. .. .. AR ©h5 463
Pike Twp. .o ... ..... 5t Joseph's. ..o.... . FI. W, Warmkesscl. .. .. 236G 15 124
Pilte Twp. 4. ..ot St, Pauls.......... M. W, Warmkessel. .. .. 1433 10 g4
Lieading ........... St. Fames',..... Lo 0K Lanta. oo oL 567 45 3410
Reading ... ........ St Johanmis. . ... ...1"h. Kirchner. ... ... ... 34 4# BEA
Reading ........... St Lule’S, ey, . W, A. Fluck......... 1510 62 518
Reading ........... mE Mark's. ... 1 Br, E, 8, Browomilier.., 674 21 425
M. L., Brownmiller, Asst.
Murion Twp..._.... /170 v R v, . & Brownmiller.. 70 15 a0
Alsace Twp......... ZIOW o ue v r e Dr. . 8. Browmniller, . 260
Spring Twp. ... Kissinger's ......... Dr. B, 3. Brownmiller.. 65
Oley Twp,.....-... Christ ... oo el ... Tir. E. 8. Brownmiller.. 270
Reading ........... St Paul=.......... M, H., Stettler........ noo %h 4]
Reading . ... .. ... Treindty .. vvnn ... Dr. B. 7. Pfatteicher...1871 74 674
Cakbrook .. ...... vew Redeemer L oL ... . . HMHerman........ G0 16 160
W. Reading........ Bethanvy ..... .... W, O, TLaub.....00.. . 366 46 291
Comru Twp........ YO T 53 - S Y .. 283 32 174
Exeter Thvp...... ... Schwartzwald ... ... W, . Taub..,........ 473
shalters ... .. ..., Sulem L o e e 140
Shillington ........ (P00 o« e Corson . Snyder, ... . 171 2% 263
Robeson Twp....... Robeson ........... Corson. (. Soyder., . ... 252 29 120
Gibraltar ......... St Jobnls. .. ... Corgon O, Snyder.. .. .. 320 10 16%
Shoemakersville . ... S8t Luke's......... Wi, K. Fisher........ 193 5 02
Perry Twp....... R4 1o} s N W, K. Pisher..... e .. B9 11 %0
Windsor Twp.......St. Paul's.......... W. K. Fisher......... 119 5 35
Lenhartsville ,...... T'rieden’s .......... W, K. IMisher. .. .0, v 118 42
Sinking Spring...... 8t John's........... . W. Lazarus........ 973 20 135
Wermersville ....... Treinity ... . F. W. Tazarus........ 104 18 110
Strausstown .. ..... ZioA .. ........ ... T W, TWlhek.q.ovnoeas 380 27 250
Shartlesville . .... .. rieden’s .......... T. W. BEliek-.......... 192 25 210
Rehrersburg ... ... Trinity ........... 7. W. Hlck.......... a0 12 140
Millersburg . ....... malem Lol YW, Rlick........... 136 15 160
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Jefferson Twp. «.-n e Chyist o0 oo aa ... b W Ilhick..... .. v 1B7
Tutpehocken ..., ... St Faul’s, cees s LOOW, Klick. ... ... ce. 61 14 85
Ryouchshurey ... -, Christ ... 00 . ¥, igngacre.. ... ... 280 i 40
Reatuershburg .. ... ... Rehrersburg ....... 2. F, Longacre. .. .. ... 326 15 70
Newmanstnwit ... .. BlIag « v svasanse 3. ¥, Longacre. . ... .+ 132 15  2H0
Milbach .. .cveoer ..ot Paul’s,. oo nas ID. . Languacie. .., . b . 48 2 20
Rocklund Two. ... - Clrist « v v v v v wacns W. H. Klina, ...... ... D3O 18 160
Flectwood .. .vora.. o Panbs. ... e e WO, Kline. ..o iaa o 324 20 a8l
TORTOTE  ww e mr v ar s - Trinity ..o eoa. W, H. Kline,......... 2083 22 220
Heidelberg Twp... .. 3t, Daniels........ H. 8 Kidd........... T6HBG 18 75
FLOSE  «vevmvncnnsan St John's. <4 ve - .08 Kidd.......-. P 5 25
Robasomia .- ... ces TEnity - ... e oS Kiad, ...l 08 23 1356
Womelgdarl .0 B/ U} + AR A o8 Kdd. ... ..o0... , 367 27 200
Wromiszing . -.-.-- Atonement .., . L e aton . . 225 ab 275
Calvary .. ......-0- Rosedale .. L..oeeon J. L. Deaton (‘«upplyj 128
Albany TWp. ... cns Jerusalem ..o v oren 2 A, 3. Ebert. . ., 118 11 7h
Mi., Actna, ..o .. Bt John's......-.- LA TR, Youse. ... ... D6 13 26
Reading «-.ne-vreas St Matthew's. . ... Lo e, WL G Thunlup. .. .. 624 41 404
Teading . -vvve--ner O Feter®@e .o v oen.. Dr, W, B Smith.., ... 121 13 280
Reading ...rve--a-- Christ ... oooeon , 0. 0, Leidich. . ... .. . 9D 17 118
Stony Creek.......- Bethany ..., p-e.00 Q. Leidich, .. ...... 126 35 197
TiVONS  ocasaaaae e S, Paul'e. ... .. +.Jd. 1. Hummer,....... g0 17 160
Mehrgville .0 - B, Timothy. .. ... . J. 1,0 Hummer. ., ... .. a6 2% 180
Berpville ... 9i, Thomas. . ... oad L Hummer. L. 17H 28 170
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The united congregations celebrated their One Hun-
dredth Ammiversary on Reformation Bay. October 31, 1915.
The weather was fine and the people gathered in large
nUMDErs.

A cwociety for voung people 8 in a flourishing con-
dition.

The Bev. H. M. Schofer of Aristes, Pa.. and his brother,
the Rev. J. A. Schofer, of Baltic, Chio, are sons of this
chureh.

LONGSWAMP, LONGSWAMP TOWNSHIP

HAT is now known as the Longswamp Union
Chureh was exclusively Reformed for about
100 vears. The present edifice of the two con-

vregations is located on the northern slope of the South

Mountains about half a mile south of Shamrock Station.

The Little Lehigh River has its rise in this territory. A

goodly number of settlers were in fthese regions as early

as 1734, The Jivs? came frvom Uley o the southwest; and
from Goshenhoppen to the southeast. Most of them were
members of the Reformed Church.

Rev. W. A, Helffrich, D. D. states that originally the
name of the congregation was the “Little Lehigh Church”.
Thus the Eev. Father Michael Schiattier, pioneer of the
Retformed Church, mentions it as sguch in his records.
However, the name “‘Longswamp’. as now applied to the
Chureh, vas introduced as early as 1762, This name is
sald to have originated from the fac¢t that along the whole
length of “Toad Run'™ {(Krottecrick}), a small stream of
water flowing eastward from near Topton along this ridge,
until it empties into the Little Lehigh; the land was

iarshy, and so the swamp strip was called the “Long-
swamp’'. Another storv goes that a number of people
by the name of Long or Lang owned this swampy land, and
was called therefore Long’s Swamp. This name was natur-
ally  contracted to ‘“‘Longswamp’. The present name
“Longsdale” would seem to justify such a supposition.

It 15 said that the congregation was organized in 1748.
The first ehurch stood near where the present toolhouse
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stands in the cemetery. The building committee consisted
of Jogseph Biry and Samuel Burger or Borger. Among those
who aided in the work were Leopold Greber, Theobald Carl,
Jacob Fenstermacher, Peter Butz, Johannes Fried, Nico-

LONGSWAMP CHURCH

laus Schwartz, Nicolaus, David and Peter Mertz, Heinrich
Bolinger, Christian Ruth, Philip Burger, Nicholaus and
Peter Keiser, Peter Walbert, Bernhard Fegeh, Heinrich
otrickner, Jacob Lang, Heinrich Egner, David DelLong,
Jacob Daniel, Yost H. Sassamanshausen who was said not
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to have been a member, but contributed money and donated
land. The church was built of logs, the interstices being
filled with small blocks of wood and plastered over with
clay. The seats were hewn planks. Tt ic not stated whether
the floor was of brick, of stone or the native earth. This
building remained in use till 1791,

Preparations for a new church were made in 1790.
There was some difference of opinionn as to the proper
location. This was finally decided according to an old
Palatinate custom of the men throwing their hats to the
point desired. The second church was placed somewhat
turther up the slope at a spot which lies within the present
cemetery. The corner-stone was laid by Rev. Henry Haert-
zel or Huetzel on May 28, 1791. When completed it was
also dedicated by him.

It was in this exclusively Reformed Church that the
Longswamp Lutheran congregation was organized in 1817
At first for a given period the Lutherans paid a nominal
rent. At the expiration of the term, the compact was re-
newed. When this was again to be renewed, a difference
of opinion arose. Some of the Reformed themselves wanted
the Lutherans admitted to equal rights. Others opposed it.
The result of this feeling was that most of the Lutherans
and a small number of the Reformed withdrew in 1837 and
built a union church at Mertztown. Later the remaining
Lutherans at Longswamp were given g right to the prop-
erty and so the church became union,

In 1848, September sUth, and October 1st, the centen-
nial was celebrated in this second edifice. It was the first
One ohserved in the vicinity and was largely attended. The
speakers were: Revs. Kessler, Eichenbere and 8. K. Brobst,

The present, substantial stone edifice was placed a
little higher up the slope than either of the two tormer
ones. In the early part of 1852 the building of a larger
church was agitated. To test the feeling of the people,
Rev, W. A. Helffrich, then a young man, was appointed to
solicit subsecriptions. In a few days it was ascertained
that the necessary amount could be raised. Arrangements
were made to begin the work at once, and to complete it
before the end of the vear. However, on May 5 and 6, the
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Lord’s Supper was once more celebrated in the old church.
The work of demolition began on May 7. The contents of
the corner-stene were found wasted. On May 9, 1852, the
corner-stone of the new building wasg laid. The ministers
who took part in this service were: Rev. Jeremiah Schin-
del, Lutheran; Rev. Augustus Dechant and Rev. W. A.
Helffrich, D. D., Reformed. On Christmasg, the church
was dedicated. On this occasion Revs. J. Schindel, S. K.
Brobst, G. A. Hinterleitner, D. D., Lutheran, and Erasmus
Helffrich, and, though not mentioned, no doubt also W. A.
Heltfrich, D. D., Reformed, took part in the services.

TI'he new and now union constitution, dated May 6th,
1852, provides in Article 4, that “The landed property be-
longing to this chureh and schoolhouse, which (land) was
formerly taken up by the Reformed as an original grant
(per Yost H. Sassamanhausen) and to which a section was
added later by purchase, as also the church that is now
being erected, shall be and remain a joint possession by the
Lutherans as well as the Reformed for us and our pos-
terity, ete.”

The church ic g lavge one-room eodifice, without base-
ment, excepting for the heating plant, with deep galleries
on three sides, and has a pipe organ on the west facing
the pulpit. The location 1s so elevated as to give a full
view oi the East Penn Valley spreading itself out east
toward Allentown. north to the Blue Mountaing and west
toward Kutztown and Reading. -

During the vears 1911 and 1912 the house of God was
remodeled to the exient of $5,550. The improvements in-
cluded a gascline lighting plant, since changed to electric
illumination, and a new steam-heating system. A sub-
stantial concrete wall surmounted with a churchly looking
cement fence was erected around the churchyard. The
high steeple was a constant expense and cause of anxiety.
Vibrating with storms, it produced leaks in the roof over
the pipe organ, and was several times struck by lightning.
Thus it was decided that the steeple should be replaced
with a short, broad, substantial tower. From this tower
the call of the soncrous old bell can be heard even farther
than from the former steeple. Art windows replaced those
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'BEFORE REMODELING

of clear glass. The large window in the pulpit recess was
walled up and a fine painting of the Ascension now adorns
the once open space. The Ladies’ Aid Society presented a
handsome brass altar rail. The whole edifice has been

‘painted externally, and frescoed and painted internally.
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The floors are covered with an excellent quality of carpet,
and new pews furnish comfortable seats in the lower part
of the church, and opera chairs in the galleries. The high
ceiling, the long-type panel decorations and the proporfions
are all very pleasing. Best of all the acoustic properties
are most excellent. The edifice has a capacity for T00
or more,

The rededicatory services were held on Whitsunday,
May 26, 1912. The morning sermon was preached by Rev.
J. F. Lambert, a classmate of the Lutheran pastor. The
sermon in the afternoon was preached by Rev. George dHil-
bitz, D. D., Professor in the Central Theological Reformed
Seminary, at Dayton, Ohio. Rev. Frank P. Laros of Albur-
tis, Pa., delivered the evening sermon. A dozen other pas-
tors spoke at the Sunday School session and took part dur-
ing the day.

There is a large and well regulated cemetery here,
controlled by a board of trustees, elected by the two con-
gregations. The congregations alse own some 35 acres of
land, much of it in timber. Iach congregation has its
own constitution modeled after the one recommended by
its higher body.

Rev. William 1. Meckstroth, is the present Reformed
pastor.

The following is a list of Lutheran pastors:—Revs.
Jacob Miller, D. D., 1817-1822; Conrad Miller, 1822-1831;
Isaac Roeller, 1831-1837; C. A. Griebler, (candidate, li-
censed in 1846) 1844-46; Jeremiah Schindel, 1847 or 8-1852;
(. A. Hinterleitner, D. D., as supply, 1853-1857; Ferdinand .
Berkemever, 1857-1858 or 9; E. H. M. Sell, 1859-1861;
Alfred Delong Croll, 1862-1868, in April; Simon R. Boyer,
from fall, 1868-1872; David Kidling Humbert, from fall of
1872-1908: Henry W. Warmkessel, assistant to Rev., Hum-
bert for a few years. John William Early, supply 1903-4.
William Franklin Bond, Nov. 1904 to---
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cation a careless smoker dropped a match in the woods
near-by where the horses were tied. I[n the conflagration
that followed 17 horses perished aund 22 wvehicles were
destroyed.

This is the third church building. 'The congregation
was organized in 1769. Rev. Philip Jacob Michael, Re-
formed and Rev. Peter Mischler, Lutheran were the pastors.
A log church was built that year. The property then con-
sisted of nearly 6 acres of ground bought from John Scholl-
enberger. Scon afterwards 46 acres more were bought.
The first church stood on what is now known as the old
cemetery, and was used until 1811.

The corner-stone of the second church was laid on
August 5th, 1810. In a very shoxrt time this brick building
without a spire was completed at a cost of 1308 pounds.
The church was dedicated with all debts pald and a hand-
some balance in the treasury.

The Lutheran pastors were:—Peter Mischler; Daniel
Schomacher; Miller; Daniel Lehman; John Knoske; Mar-
cus Harpel; Carxl J. C. Schmidt; T. T. Iaeger; 1861-1900,
Rev. B. ID. Zweizig; 1801-1912, Rev. D. G. Gerberich; 1912
to---, present pastor, Rev. L. R. Miller,

NEW BETHEL ZION’S, GREENWICH TOWNSHIP

HE brave ploneers, driven from their fatherland by
E oppression, found a home in Pennsylvania. The
. (Germans settling in the vicinity of Grimsville brought
with them their Bibles, hymnbooks, and prayerbooks, and
thus kept up the religion in the home. They had occasional
services by traveling missionaries, among the earliest being
Count Zinzendorf, who visited America in 1742 and
preached to the settlers of this viecinity from the balcony
of Levan’s Mill at Eaglepoint. But these people soon re-
alized, that to keep up their faith and properly transmit
it to their children, they must have an organized congre-
gation and a regular pastor to preach the Word and admin-
ister the Sacraments, as well as instruct their children. In
1761, possibly before any effort was made to build a church,
Rev. Daniel Schumacher, then pastor of Allemangel
Church, now New Jerusalem’s Church, near Wessners-
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ville, confirmed a class of catechumens at Grimsville. In
1761, September &, the fathers purchased two acres and
four perches of ground from George Karns, for two pounds

or nine dollars and seventy-two cents, for Church purposes.

NEW BETHEL ZIONS JIICRCH

On this eround they built their first church. It was of
stone. King George 111 was ruler of England and this
couniry was a colony of England. The corner-stone of the
chureh was laid May 18, 1761, hence 14 years hefore the
Derlaration of Independence. This first church was con-
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secrated on October 3, 1762 by Rev. H. Schaum. While the -
church was exclusively Lutheran and called “Bethel”
church, the Reformed living in the vicinity were given the
- privilege to use the church for occasional services and
bury their dead in the cemetery. On February 19, 1763,
the congregation through their trustees, George Kamp
and Christian Ungerer, purchased from Michael Smith fifty
acres of land for fifty pounds or two hundred and forty-
three dollars for school purposes. - After the first church
had served its purpose for 41 years, on account of the in-
crease of the congregation and the dilapidated condition of
the building, it was deemed necessary and advisable to
build a new church:
| The corner-stone was laid, on Whltmﬂnday, May 30,
1803, by Rev, John Frederick Obenhauser, who was then
the ]_DELStDI‘ At this time the name was changed to ‘“New.
Bethel Zion’s” Lutheran Church and the same concession
made to the Reformed 4 yvears ago was renewed.

The new church, which stands today, was also built of
stone and was finished in the short time of five months.
This church wag conseerated on the twenty-second Sunday
after Trinity, November 6, 1803, - The consecration took
place wnen Thomas M. Kean was Governor of Pennsyl-
‘vania. At the mnsecratmn Rev, D. Gelsenheiner preached

the Lutheran sermon and Rev, HVGndm Sclmb Reformed

preached a second sermon, whﬂe ‘the church was conge-
crated by the pastor, Rev John Frederick Obenhausen. On
Monday, November 7, the pastor preached. - The building
committee was composed of Michael Croll John Derr,
- Heinrich Kohler and Andrew Kampf,
- In 1844 after the congregation had existed for 83
yeara as exclusively Lutheran it was resolved to make it a
union church. The Reformed were required to pay one
hundred dollars for their rights to all the pr operty and this
amount was to be used for renﬂvatmg the building. From
this time, it became a union church with equal rights to
Lutheran and Reformed. '

On the Seventeenth. Sunday after Trlmty, September
22, 1861, while Rev, G. F. Iaeger was the Lutheran pastor
}md Rev. J. S. Herman, the Reformed, the mngrega‘cmr
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celebrated the one hundredth anniversary of 1ts organi-
sation. In the forenoon Rev. Thomas T. laeger, a son of
the pastor preached the sermon. in the afternoon Rev.
Daniel Brendel, Reformed, of Bethlehem, filled the puipit.

Tn 1882 the church was thoroughly remodeled, a steeple
built and a bell purchased. The cost of these improve-
ments was over $5,000.00, This was done during the pas-
torate of Rev. B. 8. Smoll, Lutheran and Rev. J. S. Herman,
Reformed.
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NEW ORIMSVILLE C(HURCH

September 13, 1903, the centennial of the erection of
the present church building was celebrated. At this time,
Rev. O. S. Scheirer was Lutheran pastor and Rev. R. S.
Appel, Reformed. Theye were marning, afternoon and
evening services when the following Lutheran ministers
preached: Rev. C. C. Boyer, Ph. D., Rev. F. XK. Bernd, Rev.
D. D. Trexler, Rev. J. H. Raker; and Rev. Dr. Schoedler,
Reformed, of Allentown.

In the early history of the congregation the records
of the pastors are very imperfect.. We know that Rev.
Daniel Schumacher confirmed a class of catechumens 1
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1761 We know that Rev. H. Schaum was pastor when the
eirst Church was consecrated in 1761. We know that Rev,
John Friedrich Obenhassen laid the corner-stone of the
second chureh in 1803, We know that Rev, Daniel Lehman
and Rev. John Knoske were pastors but are unable to
ascertain when their pastorates began and ended. From
1839 we have the correct data as follows:—
| Revs. G. F. Iaeger, 1839-1873; B. S. Smoll, 1874-1890;
F. K. Bernd, 1891-1896; 0. S. Scheirer, 1896-1914; j. O.
Schlenker, 1914 to---.

The corner-stone of the new church was laid on July
92 1923. The usual articles were placed in the stonme. A
very large number of people were present. The names of
1335 prsons who contributed $1,746.50 were written on a
record which was placed in the stone. The local pastor
had charge of the sgervice.

The Grimsville Parish iz proud of the number of men
it furnished for the Christian Ministry. It is a matter of
regret that little more than their names can be given here.
The following is the list:—Revs. D). K. Humbert, died at
Bowers, September 21, 1913; D. D. Trexler, died at Bern-
ville in 1914: Franklin 8. Dietricli, a missionary to India,
where (Dowlaiswaram) he made the supreme sacrifice
on June 11, 1889 : Edwin H. Smoll of the Schuylkill Haven
Parish; J. O. Schlenker of the Grimsville Parisk; W. F.
Bond of Bowers Parish; A. L. Ramer, Ph. D., superin-
tendent of the Immigrants Mission Board of the U. L. C.;
Morris W. Krause of the Ringtown Parish.

NEW JERUSALEM, GREENWICH TOWNSHIP

N THE vear 1744, when Pennsylvania was still a col-
1‘ onv of England and Greenwich Township was a part
of Philadelphia County, a congregation was organized,

near the COntelaunee, by the German Reformed living In
the community and a log church built, Mr. Conrad Koch
presented about two acres of ground fer this purpose.
When this chureh was consecrated and whether 1t was
given a specifie name is not known, but it was known as the
High German Reformed Church, “Dunkel Xirche” until
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ST DANIEL'S CMVROH NEAR ROBRESONIA

ST. DANIEL’S, HEIDELBURG TOWNSHIP

HE T.utheran Congregation in Heidelberg Township,
named St. Daniel’s Church and locally known as
“Corner Church,” or “REck Kirche,” was founded
about 1750. The church bullding is situated in the northern
corner of a crossroad, about a mile northward of Robesonia.

The church received the name St. Daniel at the laving
of the corner-stone of the second building in 1814. The
designation “‘Corner’ oy “Eck" is said to have ortginated
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not so much from the location of the building as from the
fact that the corners of a number of farms center about the
place. On May 30, 1761 the congregation came 1m0 POSSEs-
sion of three adjoining tracts of land: One-half acre from
John Artz, ane-half acre from Michael Shower, and three-
fourths acre from Abraham Lauck.

The land was received in trust for the congregation
by John Beyver and Frederick Weiser, five shillings (about
seventy-five cents) being paid for each tract. The deads
were acknowledged before Justice Conrad Weiser and tne
Declaration of Trust shows that the land was “to0 be ior
the benefit, use and behoof of the poor of the said Dutch
Lutheran Congregation at Heidelberg aforesaid forever,
and a place to erect a House of Religious Worship for the
Use and Service of said Congregation and if occasion shall
require, for a place to bury their Dead.”

From 1773 to the present time nine additional purchases
of land, at prices ranging from one dollar per acre to five
hundred dollars per acre, have brought the total area ot
land {o about 20 acres,

The first church was a stone buiiding, length 40 feel,
width 36 feet, height 20 feet. The corner-gtone was lald
in 1751 and the building was probably completed in 1754,
The mason work was done by Andrew and John Dietz
ot about twenty cents a perch and the carpenter work in-
cluding doors, pews, efc., was done by Frederick Kobel
and Christian Betz for about %105.00, nails and glue fur-
nished by the carpenters.

The second building—walls a pavt of the present edl-
fice, was built during 1814 to 1317, The corner-stone was
laid May 1lst 1814. In 1849 this building was remodeled at
an expense of $1342.59. Extenslve repairs were also made
in 1883 and the dedicatory services were held on November
25, 1883. On January 21, 1911, the congregation voted to
renovate the building and build an addition of 14 feet to the
cast with a tower and bell, also a pulpit recess of 8 feet to
the West, raising and inclining the floor, Inserting a new
ceiling, refurnishing and the installation of steam heat.
This work was done at a cost of $13,403.26 and the building
was reconsecrated on May 26, 1912, In 1922 electric lights
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were Installed at an expense of $700.00 which was paid by

the Sunday School.
The Lutherans had entire control and use of the church

until August 5, 1876, when “permission was given to a Re-

[ o — — . i

OLD ST, DANIRIS

formed Congregation, by the St. Daniel’s Lutheran Con-
gregation of Heidelberg Township, in consideration of the
sum of one dollar per annum to have a right to hold re-
ligious services in the building.” The Reformed held the

CHURCH vInw WITH Tinug CEMETEIN

first service on December 25, 1876 and continued o worship
there until February 19, 1905 when, not berause of any
rupture of friendly relations, but owing to a desire to have
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a church buillding of thejr OWDn, more modern in construe-
tion and located in g town, they moved to thelr newly com.-
pleted building in Robesonia.

From 1750 to 1851 St. Daniel’s Was connected with
the Tulpehocken Charge of which Christ Chureh, Stouchs.
burg, was the mother. For a few years St. Daniel’s seems
to have been an independent congregation and then, with
the congregations Served by her pastors constantly shift.

QLI TOMBSTONE HEVERSE SInp

Ing, there were no definite parish lines wuntjl 1887, since
which time, St. Daniel’s has belonged to what ig known as
the Womelsderf I.utheran Parish, composed originally of
Womelsdmﬂf, St. Daniel’s Host and Strauegtown, the latter
being dropped in 1913 and Trinity, Robesonia, added n 1917,

From a beginning of g few members, shown as sixfeen
male members in 1753 the congregation has increased to
more than 800 of hoth Sexes] and *he dozen surnames of
the earliest families have multiplien. o about 15 dozen.

3
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Some of the names appearing on the chureh roll gince
before the Revolutionary war are the following: Bechtel,
Bender, Bricker. Brossman, Brown, Engel, Ernst, Fidier,
Filbert, Fisher, Gerhart, Grater, Gruber, Hassler, Himmel-
bergey, Huber, Hoowver, Koch, Leininger, Lengel, Long,
Machamer, Maderness, Miller, Mountz, Moyer, Palm, Pott
or Putt, Schaeffer, Smith, Snyder, Strauss, Stump, Wagner,
Wolf and Wenrich.

The pastors whe served St. Daniel’s Church are as fol-
lows: Rev. John Nicholas Kurtz, from 1750 +o 1770, a period
of about 20 vears: Rev. Christopher Emanue] Schulze from
1771 to 1809, about 38 vears; Rev. William Beates is SUp-
bosed to have been the pastor from 1809 1o 1811; Rev.
Daniel Ulrich, from 1811 to 1353, fully 42 years; Rev.
Thomas Theophilus laeger, from 1853 to 1864, about 10
yvears; Rev. Henry sSeipel Miller, from July 1864 to 1865,
about one-half vear; Rev. Aaron Finfrock, from 1864 to
1891, about 27 years; Rev, William Wilberforce Kramlich,
from 1892 t4 1901, about 10 years; Rev. QOscar Erwin Pflue-
ger, from 1902 tq 1913, about 190 years: Rev. Harvey Samuel
Kidd, from 1914 to the present time.

Note. A complete history of the congregation, inelnd.
mg g transeript of alj records available making a volume of
562 pages of typewritten material was produced by My,
M. A. Gruber, of Washington, D. C., and presented to the
congregation in 1908. The above facts and statements are
largely culled from this volume.

ST. JOHN’S, HOST

HE 8t. John's Lutheran Church of Host, Pa., dates itq
@ history from June 12, 1858 on which date the mem-
bers of the Reformed Church, which was established

at this place at least 120 years earlier, adopted the tollow-
ing preamble to a set of resolutions alse adopted, giving
the Lutheran congregation to be organized the right of wor-
ship and use of the building for the customary consideration
of one dollar per annum: “Whereas the Lutherans of this
community have already for some time applied for the
privilege of organizing a Lutheran congregation.” The
reason for this application was the distance to the existing

337



	LiBC_title.gif
	LiBC_9_Berks.gif
	LiBC_21_lutherans.gif
	LiBC_22_lutherans.gif
	LiBC_23_lutherans.gif
	LiBC_24_lutherans.gif
	LiBC_25_lutherans.gif
	LiBC_26_lutherans.gif
	LiBC_27_lutherans.gif
	LiBC_28_lutherans.gif
	LiBC_29_lutherans.gif
	LiBC_32_Reading.gif
	LiBC_33_Reading.gif
	LiBC_34_Reading.gif
	LiBC_81_Longswamp.gif
	LiBC_82_Longswamp.gif
	LiBC_83_Longswamp.gif
	LiBC_84_Longswamp.gif
	LiBC_85_Longswamp.gif
	LiBC_86_Longswamp.gif
	LiBC_107_New_Bethel.gif
	LiBC_108_New_Bethel.gif
	LiBC_109_New_Bethel.gif
	LiBC_110_New_Bethel.gif
	LiBC_111_New_Bethel.gif
	LiBC_333_Corner_Church.gif
	LiBC_334_Corner_Church.gif
	LiBC_335_Corner_Church.gif
	LiBC_336_Corner_Church.gif
	LiBC_337_Corner_Church.gif

