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SeEcoxny ReciMent, Poromac HoMme
BRIGADE

The Second Regiment of Infaniry, Po-
tomac Home Brigade, was organized at
Cumberland in 1861, to serve for three
years. Companies A, B, C, E, G, B, 1
and K, were recruiied 1n Allegany county,
Company F at Hancoeck, Maryland, and
Company D at Piedmont, W. Va.

Immediately after the completion of
the organization, the regiment was as-
signed to duty in West Virginia, where it
took an active part and had several skirm-
ishes with the epemy. It formed a part
of the army of General David Hunter in
its advance down the Shenandoah Valley,
and when General Karly’s army was
driven back from Maryland into Virginia,
it formed a part of the pursuing army. If
participated in engagements at Spring-
field, Virginia, Great Cacapon, Charles-
town, Summit Point, and many others.
that had an important bearing on the gen-
eral result of the war, |

The following letter, hitherto unpub-
lished, from the Colonel in command to
the Brigadier General, describing 2
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ckirmish which it had at the South
Branch wire bridge, will prove of local
interest:

EADQUARTERS

2 Rear. P. H. BRIGADE
Camp Thomas, Oct. 27, 1361.
Brig. Gen. C. M. Thruston:

Sir: In compliance with verbal orders
received after consultation between Gen.
Kelly and yourself, the night of the 25th
inst., I concentrated 700 of my regiment
at Camp at North Branch Bridge, and on
the following morning at 5.30 o’clock,
marched in the direction of Romney, pass-
ing through Frankfort, upon arriving at
a point oune and one-half miles from
Springfield. The rear of my column was
fired inte by the enemy from the heights
of the road, wounding two men, detaining
the column. About one hour was occu-
pied in clearing the woods of the enemy
and dressing the wounded. We marched
thence through Springfield, seeing fre-
quent signs of the enemy’s horsemen in
retreat towards the bridge over South
Branch of the Potomac. Upon arriving
within a half mile of the bridge, my flank-
ers and skirmishers on the left and iront
discovered the enemy on the opposite side
of the river, when a brisk fire at once
commenced. About this time the guns of
General Kelly’s column in vicinity of
Romney were heard. After skirmishing
with the enemy across the river about
half an hour, I determined to force our
way over the bridge. The enemy number-
ing (by the best information we could
get) from four to six hundred, including
cavalry, having beforehand prepared to
defend its passage, had arranged covers
for his riflemen on an eminence immedi-
ately fronting the bridge.

Captain Alexander Shaw, of Company
A, who led the advance of the column to
this point, was with his company, di-
rected to lead the way across the bridge,
at a double quick step. Supported by the
remainder of the regiment, Captain Shaw
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promptly moved his company as directed,
and wher about half way across the
bridge, discovered that a portion of the
plank flooring on the further side had
heen removed. The enemy on discover-
ing the movement, opened fire by volley,
killing one and wounding six of my men,
causing the company to seek shelter be-
hind the parapets of the bridge.

After skirmishing some time from the
parapets of the bridge and an cininence
on our left, and not hearing the fire of
Gen, Keliy for the previous hour, 1 con-
cluded he had carried Romney, and the
object of my march, to create a diversion
in hig favor being accomplished, 1 deter-
mined to retire, which I did, in good
order, to Old Town in Maryland, arriving
there about 9 o'clock P. M., after a march
of 25 miles.

Tt is with pleasure that I speak of the
cood behavior of all my officers and men,
and would call your attention particu-
larly to the gallant charge led by Cap-
tain Alexander Shaw. Captain Fiery, of
Dragoons, with his company, rendered
very effective service by drawing the fire
of the enemy from my regiment at the
bridge. I was much gratified and in-
debteded to Mr. Grehan, who volunteered
to go with me, for his prompt and cheer-
ful assistance. Mr. Grehan was fire-
quently exposed to severe fire of the
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I am with great respect,
Your obedient servant,
TroyMaAsS JoHNS,
Colonel Second Regiment Potomae Home
Brigade.

THE SPANISH AMERICAN WAR

The United States, on the 20th of April,
1898, sent to Spain an ultimatum, de-
manding that she withdraw from Cuba,
and an acknowledgment also of the inde-
pendence of the latter country from Span-
ish control. This precipitated war, and
in response to President McKinley's call
for troops, Company C, of Allegany
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