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- VILLAGES,

In the southeastern part of the township is a
small hamlet ealled Walnuttown, from a
cluster of walnut-trees growing at the place.
Here there was formerly an inn, kept in a small
log house. Among the keepers were Joseph
Bartholomew, Nicholas Muachemer, Peter Roth-
ermel and Thomas Schnéck. The house at
present kept by Albert Strasser was built by
Peter Rothermel.

A mile from this place is the old village of
Coxtown, now the thriving boreugh of Fleet-
wood, of which a separate sketch is given in the
chapter on the boroughs, '

Near Moselem, and in the neighborhood of
St. Peter’s Church,  there is an old tavern.
stand kept years ago by a man named Kemp.
A later keeper was Joel Becker, and for the
past thirteen years Henry Becker. On the State
road to Kutztown, where the F leetwood road
crosses the same, public-houses have heen kept
for many years by the Crolls, Elijah Moyer,
Michael Dumm and the past forty years by
Solomon Leibelsperger and his family, The
present hotel and store building was put up in
1852. In the store is kept the Moselem
Springs post-office, established in 1846, and
which had, in 1385, Joel Leibelsperger as post-
master. A daily mail from Fleetwood is sup-
plied. -

VIRGINSVILLE is a small village in the
northwestern part of the township, on the
Maiden Creek, a little below the mouth of the
Sacony. It is a station on the Berks and
Lehigh Railroad, and has had its greatest
growth since the completion of the ratlway.,
The place contains three taverns, a store, a
number of fine residences and a church, - The
first regular store in this locality was opened in
1809 by William Dreibelbis, and ahont the
same time an inn was opened by the ILesher
family. The Dreibelbis tamily has been more
or less engaged in trade here since. A store is
now carried on by Abraham Mengel. In itis
kept the Virginsville post-office, established
in 1839, and of which Jackson Dreibelbis
was the postmaster in 1885. Joseph De Young
had a store here first, selling goods on a small
scale. Healso entertained the publie. William

Dreibelbis became his successor, and kept a
public-house from 1844 to 1871, 'This house is
now kept by Gustavus Dreibelbis. The fne-
three-story brick hotel, called the “Mansion
House,” was opened to the public in 1885, by
ElL Hein. Since 1851 Simon Dreibelbis has
had a public-house in Perry, near Virginsville.

The past twelve years Dr. D, M. 1. Fritch
has been a practitioner of medicine at Virgins-
viile,

- MAXATAWNY TOWNSHIP! -

The Indians loved the Maxatawny country,
and lingered there long after they had left
other parts of the county, maintaining a friendly
attitude towards the settlers. They had a place
of burial in what is now a field of the Charles

Deisher farm, and a tradition prevails that

many hundreds of them were buried there,
inclading their implements of warfare. Many
relics were taken from that place in years gone

' by.  Frequent cultivation of the ground has

almost entirely obliterated the evidences that it
was once their burial-place. There is a tra-
dition that a stalwart Indian remained several
years after the others had gone, as if loth to
leave the scenes of his childhood. He was
known by the unpoetic name of « Kneebuckle,”
and he lived on the banks of the Sacony, sub-
sisting on the fish and game which his skillful
hands enabled him to capture. He was kind
in his dealings with the early settlers and
beloved by those who knew him. He sud-
denly disappeared. The beautiful lands of
Maxatawny invited many immigrants at a very
early period. |

Frrsr TaxaBres.—Prior to 1734 there
lived in Maxatawny the following persons who
owned land and paid quit-rents : |

Peter Trexler,
Hans Hage.
Johannes SBiegfried,
Nicholas Kutz.
Abrm Zimmerman.
Jost H. Sassaman.

Moses Starr.
Joseph Wily.
Isaae Starr.
Nehemtiah Hutton.
Jacob Hottenstein.
Peter Andreas.

—

1The author is indebted to Prof. J. S, Ermentrout’s
sketch of Kutztown and Manatawny for valuable informa-
tion in connection with this township,
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Jacob Levan.
Jacob Kemp.
Wilkhelm Gross.
Casper Wink. -

C. Mahnenschmidt.

Jacob Hill,
Isaae Leonard.

Andrens Vischer.
Heinrich Hartman.
Michael ¥Mueller.

H. Kleimer {Clymer).
Heinrich Schade.
Jeremiah Trexler.
Bastian Ferr,

| —

This township was settled immediately after
the land was released by the Indians. It was
calied a new district in 1734, by the name of
Maxatawny. It had no constable then.

Towxsarp ERECTED.—A petition was pre-
sented to the Court of Quarter Sessions of
Philadelphia County on September 6, 1742,
praying for the erection of a new township out
of a part of said county. The survey of the |
tract of land propused for the township was:
made by George Boone, Esq., a draft of which
wag attached to the petition ; and William Par-
sous, surveyor-general of the province, certified
that the survey did not interfere with any other |

1

township. And the township was erected on |
the same day. The following statement is a
copy of the record in the office of the court)

mentioned., The petition could not be found.

“Upon the Petition of several of the Inhabitants
of the County of Philadelphiz, situate as a Place
called Maxatawny, setting forth that they had been
settled in that pait of this County for several years
and paid Taxes and County Levies, and that the said
Place is now become very populous, praying this |
Court would be pleased to view and examine a
Draught of a Tract of Land to the said Petition an-
nexed, and would erect the same into a Township by
the foliowing Bounds, viz: Beginning in Buocks
County Line and from thence running South West
one thousand seven hundred and sixty perches;
thence North West one thousand three hundred und !
sixty perches; thence North East one thousand seven
hundred and sixty perches to Bucks County Line;
thence along the same South East one thousand three
hundred and sixty perches to the place of Beginning,
containing fourteen thousand nine hundred and sixty
Acres of Land,

“The Court-having taken the said petition into
consideration and the Surveyor-General of this
province having certified to the Court that the sev- |
eral Courses and bounds of said Township petitioned
for do not interfere with any other Township, The
said Tract of Land bounded as aforesaid, containing
fourteen thousand nine hundred and sixty Acres of
Land, is now erected by this Court into a Township
by the name of Maxntawny 71

i The name of the township was derived from an Indian

e

word, Huchkbsithanne, meaning Bear's Path Creek.

TaxaBrEs oF 1759.—The following list
comprises the taxable inhabitanis of the town-

ship for the year 1759,
Andrew Hauck was the

then levied was £77.
collector :

John Bast., ..o ivieicacnreisnsren. AB
Anthony Benusinger....ca....... 4
Georpe Bader...ciwes civen o vesinncn12
Conrnd Bader.......cas. '
Teterich Bever . oiiiarricres virarrenn
JORN BeVer. . v e o iran e
Mithael BoWel viciecessrersrenrnees 3

The amount of ta

Jacob IS utz.......

X

£
Widow Kemp. oooiorerereeis cevenenn, 10
Y GeorEe Kutzoicivieena. 18

-
L] l-|-+-|--"1.‘

Jueoh Krand, . coceceniiienn 13
Philip Aranl .. oovcver v, B
Bebasfian Levan ... eee cereee i3
Dundel Lovan ... oo vrvenene o 25

Single Men.

Willam Adleman,
Feorge Bndary,

Jacob Delong,
Geores Btzier,
Jozeph Gross,
Frederiek Houseman,
Michas] Helt.

Jacul Koote,
Conrad Metzger,
Peter Minch,
Philip Roth,
George Steinbrook,
Jacob Steinmal,
Michael Steinborn,

Peter Browil., v oo rivsirsisrre eoe 3 Jiueeh Levan, E30 o vcinviinnnnn]
Henty Christ. .ocveveciseevenenea 13 1 Henry Luckenbili.. . 9
Michasl ChristinB......cocvecvsneeen e | Cunrand Whnemnth AP 4
Frederick Delaplank. ..o 23 | Nicholts MoBy....o....ers. . 10
Peter Delonig. .cvveiveececne il Mivhael Dfh i cene ciivnesnnees L
John Delong..... cevieevenarrerna - B { hristophier Rowdo ..ol s veaas _—
Anthony Fisher ..o a0 George Sassamanliouse............. 10
Willinm Grose... ceirrsnemaea- 1P Andreas B A T
Nicholug HurRonY . yievrases a1l l Heney = vnlicuse. L. 12
John Hartman.. ... ceveveeevinnnn 18 0 Joseph 31 et e ceiennns it
John Hill . cveeis csireeir v 18 BalZer SWeneke o verovennresnns 2
Flenry Hagh . v iceeeearirarrrineens 1 L JOIT SIEZOTRH, vt iis i sissenee s 21
Andreas Hugh..ocooveir crvvinceens 200 © Poter e’ v ivvrevrerersrsriiens. 22
David Huftonstein o rveenn e 23 1 Jacol Sheradeen. oo, ... 14
Courad Heftinger....cveinrees 13 : Panl Sheradeen.... 3
John Hargerader......ocevciiiannen 16 George Sell ... g2
Juling Kerber,.coviviie vvr wrvmenn, B Caspre Smith. e e, 3
Deobald Kempl....oiciimienae., W20 E Nichotas Shonenker v ieveenon, . 2
Nicholuag K. uviiceirrins cememenn 10 Henry Wetstone. v vceverarnnerns 1)
Adant Katz e ierenn e HJ Dewald Wink..,..oeeeeee ereererns 14
Thomas Ktz cveenrinsiviivenenan. M) Richatd Wistir...., ..oovevisiers el
Onapir NN, v 2 i Clristing YWallner. oo eee v, 3
Derst Keraer . vrerereinaneae & | ADTank ZHUDLEFIMIL .\ e eeenas TH
| Churied KoTD....omeiviee vnniirnees & DBastiuy Zimmerman .. ..........23
T -
* Tumateas,
£ | £
Anthony Alman.......ccovveveieene 2 JACOD MOYer. rirarnessirnravavmenns 1
George HBrenig.ininriirnienyers 2 Daniel Ot ociriinescsaar i en nens 3
Jacob Baner. i srencesn 2 Leonard Saud...onviinnanies 2
Christian Bn.um 2 1 Chrigtopher Sletnkor .. oo, s P
Dantiel DOBIBT.virrniriaasevvarineee 2 1 MEAETR 360, L cee e e ievvieiireiaeeenns B
Georgn EsBer...coiveiviiveveriensrane 3 ‘ John Sousls.. v ceeevviiiirisinnns 2
Andreas Hagh, Jr e veeann 1 1 Peter BEULZeoeeosee e eeienan, 2
PRllip Hain, vivvvvenccviinininenseene. 2 1 Jncob Shartadiss, oo eeeverenes nns - a
Michasl Henninger. .uvnmeineien 2 F Chiristopher Urbatl . iiiieen 1
JulhmATath .o, 3L Georgs Weser, ... ... .2
Leonard Kern o vimsiinneees 2 | Johnt We6T cverissenieiiieeseeene ey 1
Jucob KOmeTer, i nes seerenss 3 ‘ Juesly Wikdeaubo. o L 2
Henry LatZ, cvvinerireans snvennvacnns 2 1: Joseph Wildo.... i 1
Juhn “r’[lller...- RV S S £-1171T o0 B L 31 U4 SOOI
Dovid Musgenig...... corseeas 11 Peter Will..... 3

Earry Proyyvext Faxinies.—During the

early history of the township the most promin--

ent public men were the Levans, the Zirmmer-
mans, the Gehrs, the Grroscups: ﬂnd the Hotten-

steins,

Jacob Levan wasoneof the co unt}r justices from
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1752 to 1760; Sebastian Levan was 2 member
of the Provincial Committee for Pennsylvania

n 1775, Sebastian Zimmerman as a county
Justice from 1767 to 1771, and again from 1778 |
to 1784.  Baltzer Gehr held numerous public
oflices, as is elsewhere shown, and Paul Gros-
cup was scarcely less prominent ; he was one of
the best penmen in his day.  The Hottensteins
are of noble origin and came to America in |
1727, settling first in Oley, but three vears later
in Maxatawny, where they leased from the pro-
prietors upwards of five hundred acres of land,
The Levans became a numerous family, and
owned many tracts of land. Jacob gnd John
Levan lived near Kutztown, where some of thelr
descendants still own the original settlement.
Others lived in the western part of the town-
ship, where they had the first miil, and inter-
married with the Siegfried family, also early
- settlers and large land-owners, in what is still
known as Siegfried’s Dale. At one & me the
two families had more than a thousand acres of
the choicest lands, Iyving in different tracts. The
Biebers, from Chester County, were early set-
tlers near Kutztown, John Bieber being one of
the older members. Another family by that
name, having among them Johy and Dewalt,
came from Montgomery County and settled
north of the Kemp tavern. On the opposite
side lived Nicholas Kutz, and his son Nicholas,
who were not of the same family as George
Kutz, the founder of Kutztown. Members of |
both families still remain in the township., = At
Kemp’s tavern Daniel Levan and his son
Daniel lived until 1788, when Greorge Kemp
became the owner, continuin g the tavern already
opened. He was a justice of the peace thirty-
tour years, and his son John for twenty years,
living still on the homestead at an advanced age.
The former was the grandson of Dewalt Kemp,
who settled on the farm now owned by Nathan
Kemp about 1730. His daughters married into f
the Hottenstein and Bieber families,

Casper Wink, married to Gertrude Kemp,
was also one of the early settlers. They resred
six children; Catheripe, the eldest danghter,
porn in 1728 and Theobald, the eldest son, in
1733.  The latter was the father of sons named

Philip, John, Peter, Jacob (a Revnlutionar_‘y

soldier) and Dewalt. His daughters married
Isaac Roberts, Jacol Levan, John Heiden-
reich {father of Judge W, 8. Heidenreich), John
ausman and Daniel Kemp, A brother of Theo-
bald Wink, John Peter, born in 1745, went to the
Revolutionary War and never returned. Deswalt
Wink, son of Theobald, born in 17 76, was
married to a daughter of George A. T 1ster, also
a Revolutionary soldier, and who was the grand-
father of Colonel Thomas D. Fister. He was the
father of eleven sons and two daughters, among
the former being John G. Wink, of Kutztown.
Casper Wink was a Catholic and a faithful
colonist, having his allegiance certified, which
reads as follows ;

“Ido hereby certify that Casper Wink, of Berks
County, State of Pen nsylvania, hath voluntarily taken
and subscribed the oath of allegiance and Fidelity, as
directed by an Act of General Assembly of Penpsyl-
vania, passed on the 13th day of June A.p. 1777

“ Witness my hand and seal, the 26th day of May,
A.D, 1778, | |

“PETER TREXLER, £sq.”

A similar paper was procured by Davold
(Theobald) Wink November 3, 1777, and was
attested by Samuel Ely. These interesting
Papers are now in possession of John (. Wink.
Casper Wink was buried on his farm, which is
still owned by a member of the family in the
sixth generation. | |

Jacob Hinterleiter was 2 large land-owner
near Topton.  He was the father of Daniel
Hinterleiter, of Kutztown, born in 1800, and
grandfather of W. C. Hinterleiter. Greorge,
another son, moved to New York.
At fagle Point the Kroningers
settlers. One of the family,

were early
Daniel, became a very

b d

old man, John George Sell, living near Kutz-

town, also became very aged. At Bowers
the De Long family were early and prominent
settlers, the church at that place being often
called by that name.

Southeast of Kutztown lived Peter Wanner
(born where Fleetwood now 18), who also became:
very old, dying at the age of ninety-two years,
He was the father of sons named Peter, Daniel,
Samuel, Thomas and J ohn, the latter being the
tather of J. Daniel Wanner and Dr. Charles H.
Wanner, of Kutztown, and of Amos B, Wan-
ner, of Reading. f
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Numerous other old settlers in the township
attained a great age, bordering on a century.
REVOLUTIONARY HISTORY. — In reference

to the Revolutionary history of the towsnship,

Professor Ermentrout says,—

“In the War for Independence, Maxatawny was
not passive.

“ From John G. Wiak, one of the most intelligent
citizens of Maxatawny, we learn that Washington's
army marched through Kutztown. Eye-witnesses
informed him that it came from Easton, and encamped
for a time in the valley between the present residence
of John Kemp, Esq., aud the farm of Daniel Zimmer-
man in Maxatawny. Washington and his wife were
with the soldiers. Mrs. Sassaman, for some years
deceased, used to delight in telling her visitors that
Mrs. Washington, who lodged in the house of her
~ father, Joseph Gross, lifted her on her lap, and
anothed her with caresses, On their way from Trenton,
by way of Easton, to the well-known camp at Read-
ing, the captured Hessians were marched through
Kutztown. |

“Tt is.interesting also to know that, whiist the
battle at Germantown, 1777, was raging, the thunders
of the cannon fell upon the ears of the inhabitants of
Kutztown and vicinity; that after the battle of
Brandywine, 1777, a regiment of the American army
eucamped on the farms now owned by the Hotten-
steins, and, on leaving, impressed the horses and
wagons of the people; and that George Kémp, Esq.,
was one of the wagon-masters who were present alb-
the battle of Germantown.

“Tn Maxatawny there were still living in 1840 the
following Revolutionary pensioners: Henry Grim,
aged seventy-five; Frederick Bower, eighty-three;
Jacob Wink, eighty-two ; Philip Noyes, eighty-four;
Christian Schmick, seventy-six.
the names of Willigm Marx, Sr., and son, William,
Casper Wink (buried on Squire Kemp’s farm), Jacob
Esser, Peter Kutz, George Pfister, Peter Wink, Philip
Wink and Doldridge. On January 7, 1857, Matthias
Roth died in Rockland township, aged seventy-eight
vears. On the last Monday of November, 1836, an-
other died, Peter Klein, Esq., of Greenwich town-
ship, aged seventy-seven years, who was buried -ai
Dunkel’s Church.

“On the farm of J. Bieber, Jr, in Maxatawny,stands
the Mammoth White Qak of Berks. It may be justly
called the Centennial White Oak of Pennsylvanis.
On the 15th of September, 1877, one hundred years
will have passed by since the baggage train of General
‘Washington’s army, on its retreat from the battle-
field of Germantown, sought and found protection
under and around this Revolutionary tree. It is said

that two centuries have looked upon this oak; and |

competent judges assure us that it is now sturdy

enough to defy the storms of another hundred years, |

To this list we add

and may wave its branches in honor of the Centennial
of 1976, One foot above the ground it meusures
twenty-eight feet in circumference, and ten feet above
it begins to stretch forth twenty-seven limbs, some of
whieh are three feet in diameter.”

TaverNs.—The oldest tavern in the. town-
ship and first opened to the public 1s the
“ Kemp Tavern,” one mile from Kutztown, on
the Easton road. It was opened probably as
early as 1740, by Daniel Levan, and since
1788 has belonged to the Kemp family. George
Kemp kept the taver~ fifty-two years and was
succeeded by his son, . in, who still owns the
property. For many years the * Half-Way
House ” in Richmond township, and this one
were the only public-houses on the State road
between Reading and Allentown. FPart of the
present house was built by George Jiemp
1795, and the addition by John iempin 1322
It is a long stone building, and though large,
was often taxed to its uftermost to accommodate
the many travelers who visited or passecd
through that section before the era of railroads.
Not only were all the sleeping rooms occupied,
but the bar-room was frequently filled with
sleeping teamsters and peddiers. In this part
of the township Dr. David Hottenstein was &
practicing physician many years and was fol-
lowed by his grandson, Oscar Hottenstein, now
in practice at that place. Farther up the State
road, in the Zimmerman neighborhood, George
Bohn had a store from 1817 on for the next
eichteen years, when the place was converted
into farm property. Soon after 1800, wlen the
State road was extended through this section,
the Siegfried Inn (north of Kroningersville)
was opened to afford entertainment for the
public. It has been maintained since.

INDUSTRIES,

Mrit.rs.—On the Saconv, below Katztown,
the Bieber family had a pioneer mill, John W.
Bieber being for a long time the owner. = In 2
repatred condition this grist-mill (with saw-mill
attached) is now operated by Charles Kutz,
The first mill in Maxatawny was on Mill
Creek, near the hamlet of Fagle Point, an.l
owned by Jacob Levan., A mnew mill, on the
same site, is now the property of Charles Levan.
Near by was formerly a tannery, also carried on
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by the Levans, but long since discontinued,
John Levan having been the last to operate i,
Another mill, on the same stream, was built by

are worked. At Bower's extensive shipments
are made by Schweyer & Leiss, the Thompson
Iron Company, Isaac Bieber, C. W, Xutz and

Daniel Siegfried and after a time also became
the property of the Levans and is now owned
by George Levan., That locality is locally
known as Siegfried’s Dale, on account of the
early improvements made there'by members of
that family, North of Bower’s, on a branch of
the Sacony, the Grims had a pood grist-mill,

long operated by Daniel Grim, and which is |

still earried on by the family of Charles Trex-
ler.  The present is the second mill, a substan-
tial stone building.

FURNACES. — The East Penn F arnaces, at
Lyous, were built in the summer of, 1871, on
sixteen acres of land, secured from the farm of
Dhaniel Angstadt, by the East Penn Iron Com-
pany, which had among its members John
Deisher, William Grim , David Korn, Benjamin
Helfrich, Amos Barto, D
Kutz and Jacob Haag,
Pottsville, Pa., was the contractor and b
This large establishment eost over two h
thousand dollars.
“the first manager for the company. It was oper-
ated for four years and then the property passed
into the hands of the Philadelphia and Reading
Coal and Iron C‘ﬂmpaﬂn}r} which still controls it.
A fre dectroved the engine-house and damaged
the furnace to such an extent that it has been
out of blast the past five vears,

- At Bower’s, a small fu 1ace was erected in the
summer of 1883, by 8. Good and Jacobh Smith.

Before it was put into blast a storm destroyed

Johm T. Noble, Gf:
utlder,

the casting-house and otherwise damaged the

property so that it has never heen repaired.
Subsequently Smith became the sole owner.
IRON-ORE.—Tron-ore abounds in the town-
ship and is asually of a good quality, yielding
about forty per cent. of pure metal. On the
Jacob Glasser farm, east of Kutztown, some of
the first mining operations were carried on.
Some of this ore was supplied to ¢ Sa‘,-l'ly Ann”
and ““ Mary Ann” Furnaces many years ago.
Since 1870 mining has been carried 0N more
extensively, with the aid of modern methods and -
machinery ; about sixty men are employed at

| Kauffman & Eckert, the ore being mined w

aniel Angstadt, Levi |

undred |
Franklin Brownback was |

ithin
a radius of a few miles of that place. Extensive
limestone quarries are operated by the Clymer
Iron Company, of Temple, averaging fifty tons
per day. The stone quarried there is superior
for smelting purposes. :

ScHoOLs.~—In 1852 Maxatawny accepted the
common-school system and organized its first
board at the house of David A. Hottensteln,
May 16th, of that year. The frst directors
were Sam, Kutz, Dan. Hinterleiter, Sam, Bern-
hart, Peter Deysher, Henry Wagenhorst - and
Henry Heffuer. At the first examination, held
October 8, 1852, certificates were oranted to
Jacob Gehr, Benneville Stimmel, John Hum-
bert and Jonas Hoch ;.on October 23, 1851, to
William Levan, Isase Fisher and Samuel Ber-
net; on November 13th to a Mr. Fisher and
Benjamin Dornblaser. -

‘Most of the districts have been provided with -
cood school buildings and supplied with the
necessary books and charts for concducting the
schools successfully. The school-house at Lyons
is the largest one outside of Kutztown. It isa
two-story brick, erected in 1876, and cost one
thousand two hundred and forty-seven dollars.
In it are maintained two well-attended school

3

CHURCHES,

MaxaTawxy CHURCH (Reformed and Ln-
theran) is located at the village of Bower’s, It
i3, next to the St. John's Chureh, at Kutztown,
the oldest in Maxatawny, and one of the oldest
in the eastern part of the county. For the first
one hundred years of its existence it twas the
exclusive property of the Reformed congrega-
tion, the union not having been formed unti]
18569, The first house of worship was a log
building, erected in 1759, on three acres of
ground which had been donated for that pur-
pose by John Sharadin, Peter De Long and
Andreas Haag, each giving one acre, “to be
used as long as the sun and moon shine.” Syl
sequently additions were made fo the church
property until it now contains about eight acres,

the mines. At Rothrocksville profitable mines

| Most of this is included in the cemetery, which
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is well inclosed and contains some fine monu-
ments. The first church stood on this dopated
tand. The second building was constructed of

stone and was located very nearly on the site of
the present edifice. It was erected in 1808 and |
served its purpose until 1871, when it was
demolished to make place for the imposing
structure which is mow the spiritual home of
the two congregations. It is of briek, fifty by
seventy feet, and has a stately steeple contain- .
ing a bell weighing one thousand six hundred
and ninety-four pounds. A smaller bell, of
three hundred and twenty pounds weight, 1s
used by the Sunday-school. These bells were
provided in 1872,

The Reformed congregation had the Rev. M.
T Schalter as its first minister, although he did

not sustain a pastoral relation. Others who

&

pre::fched from 1759 to 1772 were the Revs.
 — TPritz and Philip J. Michiel, neither of

whom succeeded in building up thecongrega-

tion spiritually, and it is.said * left it in a |

~wretched condition.” 1

“ Ag specimens of these leaders of the people, may

be mentioned a Mr. Fritz, who, on one oceasion, as-
~ cended the pulpit of De Long Charch?® in & state of
beastly intoxtcation! He announced his text:

‘If any man will come after me, let him deny him-
‘self, take up his cross, and follow me.! Repeating
his text; with emphasis, he lost his balance and
tumbled down the high pulpit stairs, with the last |
words, ‘follow me,’ in his mouth! One of the el
ders arose in his seat, and earnestly addressing the
people, excizimed, ‘No brethren, we will not foilow
him ? He was immediately sent away.””

The real history of the church begins with
1772, when the venerable Rev. John Henry
Helferich became the pastor. His Christian
piety and examplary life exerted a great influ-
ence for good in the many years of service
which he gave to the church, He died Decen-
~ ber 5, 1810, and his remains repose in the Sas-
samashausen burial-ground, in Maxatawny.
His successor was the Rev. Charles G. Herman, |
beginning his ministry in August, 1810, and
also served the congregation until his death, in
1863, a period covering fifty-three years. He

|

1 The Maxstawny Chureh, |
2 Harbaugh’s * Lives of the Fathers of the Reform

Church,'’ 242, |

was recognized as one of the ablest minigters 1n
this section of the State. His son, the Rev.
Alfred J. Herman, had previously begun 10
officiate as the pastor and he still faithfully
serves the congregation. The membership 13
about four hundred, |

The Lutheran congregation had as its first
acceptable pastor the Rev. Alfred D. Crolil

His suceessor was the Rev. S, R. Boyer and
since the fall of 1872, the present pastor, the
Rev. David K. Humbert. The congregation
has about one handred and ten members.

Zion's CrmurcH (Lutheran and Reformed),
commonly called Siegfried’s, from those who
took an active part in its erection, is In tho
northern part of the township. It was built in
1828, on one an'! a half acres ol laud, a part of
which is set aside for cemetery purposes.
Lately, half an acre more was donated to the
charch by Mrs. Matilda Kohler. The building
i3 of stone. | | .

The Lutheran congregation had for its first
pastor the venerable Rev: Gottlob F. J. laeger,
who was succeeded by the Rev. Isaac Roeller,
and, since 1362, by the present Rev. B, E.
Kramlich. The congregation numbers aboat
two hundred and fifty members. |
 The first pastor of the Reformed congrega-
tion was the R2v. Charles G. Herman; the
next the Rev. A. J. Herman, under whose
ministrations the congregation flourished. The
membership is about two hundred.

SatvT Pavr’s LuTHERAN CHURCH, of the
Rast Pennsylvania Synod, at Lyous, is an off-
spring of the old Maxatawny Charch, It
was erected in 1868, being a brick edifice with
an auditorium and bagement-rooms, having o
capacity for three hundred persons. Those
active in building it were Levi L. Springer,
Jacob Rohrbach, Reuben Grim, David Tisher,
Yolomon Yoder, Willoughby Ifenstermalker,
William L. Grim, Charles G. Cline and Jobn
Deisher, |

The Rev. Alfred D. Croll was the first pas-
tor, continuing until his death, June 19, 1376,
at the age of thirty-seven years. He was a

3He loft the old 8ynod and connected himself with the
Fast Pennsylvania Synod, in consequence of which St.
Paul’s Church at Lyons was built. |
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native of Albany township, but was redred In
Maxatawny. He wus an eloquent minister,

and under his pastorate the church flourished, |

The next pastor was the Rev. W. I Cutter ;
atterward the pulpit was filled by supplies for a
number of years. The later ministers were
the Revs. Edward E. Baron, J, H. Singmaster
and the present Rev., (zeorge W, Fritch. The
congregation numbers sixty members, -

Mr. Reed is superintendent of a Sunday-
school which numbers eighty-five teachers and
scholars. . B | |

East of the village is a cemetery of two
acres, well improved, which is the property of
St. Paul’s Church. |
- ZION’s CHURCH, EVANGELICAL Assoc1A-
TION, in the village of Liyons, is a plain frame
building, twenty-eight by forty feet, which
has as its trustees, in 1385, David Fegeley,
Solomon. Fegeley and Charles Parks. . The

members number only twenty-three, and the

the Kutztown Circuit, A Sunday-school is
counected with the church, consisting of
one hundred and twenty-three members, with
David Fegeley as superintendent,

"TOWNS AND VILLAGES.

- Lyoxsisa thriving village favorably located
on the Kast Penn Railroad, one mile west of
Bower’s, and  two and a half miles from Kutz-
town. It was the railway station of Kutztown
tll 1870, when the branch railroad was ex-
tended to that borough from Topton. It was
named after M, E. Liyons, chief engineer of the
ratlroad.  The first improvements had been
made before a station was located. The land
on which the village stands was owned by John-
Haag and David Kemp, who donated the depot
grounds, Upon this, John Haag built - the
railroad station-house in the winter of 1859,
The depot is the shipping point for a large
scope of country lying south of the railroad,
W. B. Lance has been the agent since 1881,
- The first building in the place was the Lyons
hotel, put up in the fall of 1858 by Jacob
Reichert. It has been g public-house since
 that time, Amos Barto being the present
~keeper. About five years afterward

the A meri. |

can House, a spaﬁ'ieus'thfee—stury brick build-
ing, was built by Jacob Mathias.

John Haag erected the first business house, a
few years after the building of the railroad, and
Levi Kutz first occupied it for mercantile
purposes.  Subsequently it was enlarged and
became the property of William Grim. Kaoff-
mun & Merkel traded iv it in 1885. The next
business stand was opened about 1870, by
Adam Glase, in a building erected by Jacob
Bertolet, of Oley. The mercantile firm of
Moses & Augustus Kutz now carry on business
there, The first grain, lumber and coal dealer
was Jacob Haag. This business is at presént
carried on by the Hoch Bros. (Solomion, Jacob
and Daniel). Among the first settlers and
mechanics at Lyons were Danie] Angstadt, far-
mer ; Charles Parks, carpenter ; William Fet-
ter, cooper; Joseph Dry, blacksmith ; Ameos
Barto, shoemaker (and afterward miller; grain
dealer, ete.); Samuel Kutz, “tailor ; Henry

winisterial service is supplied by ministers in ] Boyer, coach-maker ; Edward Reed, cabinet-

maker and undertuker, Benjamin Helfrich
conducted business successtully in the Bertolet
building for some vears. The growth of the place
has nut been fast, but sy bstantial. It contains
a number of fine residences, It is supplied with
superior-water. by a company specially organized
for that purpose. The East Penn Furnaces are
situated half' a mile to the east. In January,
1830, there were about five hundrad 1nhabit-
ants,

The Lyons post-office was established in Qc-
tober, 1860, with Jacob Reichert as postmaster,
The office has five majjs per day and is the
distributing point for a stage route which sup-
plies the mails for Dryville, New Jernsalem
and other points south. |

Among the doctors at Liyons have been Drs.
Frederick Spang, Levi Thomson and Kunkel.
In practice are Dr. B. A. Yeager, omeeopathist,
and Dr. M. E. Koch, allopathist, the latter
locating in the village in 1883, Dr. C. H,
Thimmo is the dentist of Lyons, |

Lyons Steam IMill—The first grist-mil]l at
Lyons was built by Solomon Yoder & Son.
It was destroyed by fire July 12, 187G, being
at that time the property of Amos Rapp and
William Bieber, who rebuilt it in. 1877, It
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became the property of the Hoch Bros. in
1882, In 1885 they remodeled the mill, sup-
plying it with six sets of roller machinery.
The engine is forty horse-power, and the capac-
ity is seventy-five barrels per day. The mill
is a three-story brick building, with an engine-
house attached. | -

Lyons Creamery has been carried on by Wil-
liam TFortward since Janunary, 1883, in the
manufacture of gilt-edge butter, the product
being about nine thousand pounds per month.
The business was established in 1831 by Wil-
liam Crim, Ed. Miller and Nace & Swartley
(the latter of Philadelphia), as the * Lyons
Creamery Company, Limited.” T he creamery
building is supplied with the necessary machin-
ery, ete., and is operated by a ten horse-power
engine,

Societies.—Lyons Liodge, No. 102, Knights
of Pythias, was instituted June 1, 1369, In
1885 there were sixty members.

Lyons Lodge, No. 634, L 0.0.F. The

membership in January, 1886, was thiety-|
o three miles from Kutztown, near the Green wich

seven.

BowER’S is a pleasant village in the southern
part of the township, on a branch _ of the
Sacony. It is a station on the East Pennsyl-
vania Railroad, with about two hundred inhabit-
ants, a church, and a number of very fine rest-
dences. The place was named after Jonas
Bower, the owner of the farm on which the
village was laid out by him io 1859. That
year he converted the farm-house, which bad
beon built in 1820, into a hotel, which was
afterward kept by Amos Bower, Jacob Hill,

James Fegeley, Geo. B Yoder and Henry Py

Schoedler. The first new building was put up
in 1859 by E. J. Knoske, a part of which be-
came the store of the place, being first occupied
for mercantile purposes by Boyer & Knoske,
A large number of persons have traded there,
among others being Levi H. Leiss and Wil-
liam Seidel. In it was established the Bower’s
Station post-office, in June, 1860, with E. G.
Knoske as the first postmaster. The office 13
at present kept by Wm. I. Seidel. The ground
for the railroad station was donated by Jonas
Bower and Daniel Grim, and the station-house
was built by the first agent, E. G. Knoske, who

 kept by one of the Yertmans.

occupied it, in part, as a warehouse to carry on.
his business as a coal and grain dealer. It has
since been used in the same way by the succes-
sive agents. C. W. Kutz is the present agent.

The only active industry of the village s the
marble-yard of Schweyer & Liess, established

in 1863, by D. I Schweyer. That year he

purchased the Sell mill, in Rockland township,
and fitted up the same for sawing marble into

shapes for dealers and cutters. In 1363, Levi

H. Liess became a partner, Three years later
they formed a connection with the Iaston
Marble Company, which i still maintained.
In 1882 they purchased the blue marble quar-
vies at “ King of Prussia,” in Montgomery
County, and marble-mills at that point, which
gave them facilities for carrying on busivess on o
very extensive scale, The quarry is one of the
hest in the State. The shipments at Bower's
amount to about twenty-five thousand dotlars

| per year. Ten men are employed af the Bow-

er’s yard and at the mills 1n Rockland,
K RONTNGERSYVILLE is a small hamlet, about

line. It derived its name from Duniel Kron-
inger, a land-owner at that point, who-also ear-
viod on the coach-maker’s trade. The shop is
still kept open by the fumily. A store ancd
tivern were started at that point, about twenty
vears ago, by J. P. T. Haas. The former has
been discontinued, but the tavern is still carried
on by James Mertz. In August, 1862, n post-
office was established there with the name of
“ Fagle Point.”  Since that time the locality 13
frequently called by the same name. |

A ONTEREY.—The first improvementsofabusi-
ness nature were made about 1830 by Tsrael and
Tonathan Wertman, who opened astore, when the
place became known as Weisport. Atalater day
Tsaae L. Bieber built a tavern, which was first
In Mayv, 1347,
the post-oifice was established, with the name
of Monterey, and Joshna Miller as postmaster.
The present store building was pub up by
Henry Lowe. At present James Fisher is en-
gaged in trade, and he is also the inn-keeper
and postmaster. A cabinet-shop was formerly
carried on by David Zimmerman. The hamlet
contains but a few houses. Ten years ago 2
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co-operative store was opened under the au
spices of the Patrous of Huﬁhandly, but it was
kept up only a short time. At present a regu-
~ lar store is carried on by John G. Shofer. The
place has a few houses and a shop. .

ROTHROCKSVILLE is sifuated in the town- '

ship, near the Lehigh County line, and took
1ts name from its founder, Dr. Jonas Rothrock,
an eccentric physician, who located there about
1830. He followed his profession and at the same
time kept a public-house.
Justice of the veace. It is said that he hada guar-
relsome disposition and that his neighbors lived
in dread of him In the later years of his life
e moved to Reading, where he was an object
of public charity on account of his having be-
come a cripple. He frequently visited the court-
house and afforded the clerks much amuasement.
He was a devoted Democrat and was earnest in
his expressions for the party. The village has
~about thirty dwellings, several mechanic-shops,
a store and a tavern.. At one time there were

~two public-houses, both having been built by

Rothrock, who kept the new one at the same
time thftt Christian Swoyer had the old one.
The inn-keeper in 1885 was Stephen Rohr-
bach. In this house is kept the Maxatawny
post-office. It is sapplied with a daily mail.
The first store was kept by Daniel Clader,
The present merchants are Stephen Smith and
Martin Croll {(Smith & Croll), who do an ex-
tensive business. Dr. Milton Richards is the
physician of the village, having located there
several years ago.

. LONGSWAMP TOWNSHIP.

Durixe the years 1734 and 1735 several
trains of immigrants wandered from Goschen-
hoppen and Oley towards the Lehigh Moun-
tains adjomning Longswamp. Among these
were the Fenstermachers, Carls, Haases, Zim-
mermans, IReicherds, DBrauszes, Schmidts,
Schneiders, Liynns and others. Several brothers
~ by the name of Fenstermacher were from Oley.
One of these remained in Longswamp and the
others proceeded with the Lynns and other
immigrants farther up towards the Blue Moun-
tain, where they founded the - settlement of

Allemaengel, at times called Lynn.

Afterwards he was a'|

Creek.”

_—

From
Longswamp the e'evated land commands a view
which overlooks. the great valley over Weissen-
berg to Lynn in a straight line to the Blue

| Mountain, the elevation forming the water-

shed between the Schuylkill and the Lehigh.
From this elevation there appear to the right
and the left little valleys, which descend gradu-
ally and lead the best water from springs. The
immigrants followed this stretch of country
and Longswamp became the place of entrance
in the immigration from Goschemhmppen and
Oley iunto thlb vallev, |

Many sections of our county bear Indian
names, and settlements were also named after
neighboring ~ streams and - other peculiarities,
Names having thus been given to settlements
even before communities were established or
townships named, they were generally retained.
This settlement was first called “ Little Lehigh,”
and at the same time the land lying to the east
and west ”the Jong swamp.,” But after the
Lutheran ecommunity, situated several miles

downward, had recognized the name “ Little

Liehigh,” the name Longswamp prevailed.

On the elevation in the wvalley above Topton
a small creek flows, formerly called “ Frog
It flows along the side of the moun-
tain through Mertstown, and in Buatz’s Valley,
below Ludwig’s mill, it empties into the ¢ Lit-
tle Lehigh.” This Frog Creek extends from
the neighborhood of Topton to the * Little
Lehigh,” and there extends farther on along
this little creek a small strip of meadow land,
which was formerly named ¢ the long swamp.”
Upon the greater part of this swampy ground
ouly sour grass aud thickets grew, for which tlie

- immigrants had no inclination.

TAXABLES OF 1759.—The following state-
ment comprises the list of taxables of the dis-
trict for the year 1759, The tax levied amount-
ed to £45 17s., and Samuel Borger was the

collector.

£ £
Peter Allet ....oivierericnnsannsnnes L | Peter Bechtoldt...ovreivriciein . 4
Nicholus Arnoldt...ocernersiranaress b Leonard Bater.. .o ceceninnrns 2
Christian Abandahin....cecevre 2 | Jucob Bachman......iveveene oay 8
Reinhold Abandshin......cccereen 3 Michael Biever..cimimoicrnme. &
‘Friederich Bobemyer..cviereran 9 | Poter ButZ..oovivniice corimesvmes 1
Joseph Berey. i arnerseninns 16 | Henry Bullitger o ieerrenees 8
Bamuel BOPZer .oeeereriiirisnines B NArtin BOger . ... cervcsmresrensses 13
PLilip Berger..ccvvmemersainsrnss & Charlea Devlmld...oveivimnviiieie. 8
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