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LAWS of MARYLAND.
| C H A P. XLIL '
‘An ACT to alter fuch parts of the conftitution and form of go-
_vernment as prevent a citizen from taking a feat in the legifla-
ture, or being an elector of the {enate, without taking an ocath
to the fupport of this government. |

HEREAS certain citizens of this ftate hold it unlawful to take an

‘ ;‘ ; oath on any occafion ; and an attachment to the community, and a

- profeflion of fupport to this government, may be as well and fully

evinced by a folemn affirmation or declaration of fupport to this government as

by an oath; and it is highly improper to reftrain the people in their choice of

delegates, and eleCtors of the fenate, further than the fecurity of the ftate may
require :

- II. Be it enaled, by the General Affembly of Maryland, That all thofe parts
of the conftitution and form of government that prevent a citizen, confcientioufly
fcrupulous of taking an oath in any cafe, and who are permitted by the confti-
tution to affirm in certain cafes, from taking a feat in the legiflature, or from
being an eletor of the fenate, without taking an oath of fupport to this govern-
ment, fhall be and hereby are repealed, abrogated, and made null and void; and
hereafter a folemn affirmation or declaration of fupport to this government may
be taken, and fhall be received in ftead of an oath, by any citizen chofen a dele-
gate or elector of the fenate, confcientioufly fcrupulous of taking an oath in any
cafe, and who is permitted by the conftitution to affirm in certain cafes.

C H A P. XLIII.
An ACT to enable the inhabitants of Saint Paul’s parifh, in Queen-

Anne’s county, to elect veftrymen and churchwardens for faid
parifh.
HEREAS the inhabitants of Saint Paul’s parifh, in Queen-Anne’s
county, neglected to meet and ele& veftrymen and churchwardens for

the faid parifh, agreeably to the a& for the eftablithment of felect
veftries ;

I1. 1Be it enafted, by the General Affembly of Maryland, That the inhabitants
of the faid parifh be and are hereby empowered to meet at their parith church on
Eafter Monday next, and there proceed to choofe veftrymen and churchwardens
in as ample and full a manner as they could have done under the act aforefaid ;
and the veftrymen and churchwardens, when fo chofen, fhall have, and are here-
by declared to be vefted with, all the power and authority of feleGt veftries under
and in virtue of the laws of this ftate, and fhall be fubject to the fame regu-
lations and penalties.

: C H A P. XLIV.

An ACT to difpofe of the referved lands weftward of Fort Cum-
berland, in Wathington county, and to fulfil the engagements
made by this ftate to the officers and foldiers of the Maryland
line in the fervice of the United States.

W HEREAS by an a&, entitled, An a& for recruiting the quota of troops

of this ftate in the American army, and furnithing them with cloath-

ing and other neceffaries, pafled at a feffion of affembly begun and
held at the city of Annapolis on Friday the thirty-firft day of Oé&ober, in the
year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-feven, and by fund
fubfzquent aés, it was provided, that a bounty of fifty acres of land fhould be
granted to each able bodied recruit who fhould enlift and faithfully ferve for three
years in the American army; and by the faid firft recited a& it was provided,
that the faid bounty fhould be paid to each recruit, or his legal reprefentative, at
the expiration of three years from the time of enliftment, in {fuch manner as the
general affembly fhould thereafter dire@t ; and by the faid act, and other fubfe-

quent
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quent acts, it was provided, thata bounty of one hundred acres of land, to be € é‘i AP
procured and laid out in fuch manner and place within this flate as the legif- v
lature thereof fhould thereafter dire&, fhould be given to every fuch recruiting
officer, or his legal reprefentative, who thould enlift twenty able bodied effective
recruits within the times in the faid ats refpetively {pecified, and alfo a bounty
of fifty acres of land, to be procured as aforefaid, to every recruiting officer w ho
thould enlift and deliver twenty able bodied effetive recruits according to the
terms of the faid acts : And whereas by an a&, entitled, An aét to appropriate
certain lands to the ufe of the officers and foldiers of this ftate, and for the file
of vacant lands, paffed at a feffion of afflembly begun and held at the city of Anna-
polis on Monday the fifth of November, in the year of our Lord one thoufand
feven hundred and eighty-one, all the lands within this ftate in W athington
county, weftward of Fort Cumberland, except as in the faid a& is excepted, were
appropriated to difcharge the engagement of lands heretofore made to the officers
and foldiers of this ftate, and the refidue to the ufe of the public, as the geneml
affembly fhould thereafter dire&t : And whereas, in purfuance of a refolve of the
general affembly, at April feffion; feventeen hundred and eighty-feven, authorifing
the governor and council to appoint and employ fome fkilful perfon to lay out
the manors, and fuch parts of the referves and vacant lands belonging to this
ftate, lying to the weftward of Fort Cumberland, as he might think fit and ca-
pable of being fettled and improved, in lots of fifty acres each, Francis Deakins
was appointed and employed by the governor and council for that purpofe, and
has finithed the faid furvey, and has returned a general plot of the county wefi-
ward of Fort Cumberland, on which four thoufand one hundred and.fixty-five
lots of fifty acres each are laid off, befides fundry tracs which have been patent-
ed, diftinguithing on the plot thofe lots which have been fettled and improved from
thofe which remain uncultivated ; and the faid Francis Deakins has alfo retarned
two books, entitled A and B, in which are entered certificates of all the lots be-
fore mentioned : And whereas it appears to this gencral aflembly, that there are
three hundred and twenty-threc families fettled on fix hundred and thir ty-fix of
the aforefaid lots, which they have improved and cultivated ;

II. Be it enadted, by the General Affembly of Maryland, That a preference be PFC‘CMC‘ t

given to the faid fettlers to purchafe the faid fix hundred and thirty-fix lots by f:[f‘ . G
them refpectively fettled, not exceeding the quantities regiftered and noted by the

furveyor in the books aforefaid, at not lefs than five nor more than twenty thil-

lings per acre, one third part thereof to be paid on the firft day of September

nmit one other third on the firft day of September, feventeen hundred and nine-

ty, and the remaining third in twelve months thereafter, in current money; and

that the price of provzﬁons furnithed and fervices rendered in affiitance to th~= faid

Fraacis Deakins in furveying the faid lands, be difcounted out of the firit or any

other payment to be made by the faid fettlers.

ITI. Qnd be it enafted, That in default of any payment to be made by qny of }C“J%ffﬂ; It,
the f2id fetslers on the day on which the fame ought to be made as aforefaid, the oejmaton

proclamation.
land unpaid for fhall be haolc to proclamation in ‘the ufual manner by any citizen
of this ftate.

IV. Qnd be it enaften, That for the eafe and convenience of the people; a pro- Commiffion-
per perfon or perfons, not to exceed the number three, be appomted commiffioner appointed;
or commithioners by the governor and council, who fhall go into the neighbour-
hood, and have power to decide all difputes which may arife concerning pre-
emption, and fhall value the faid lands, thofe of the beft quality at not more than
twenty f(hillings, and thofe of the worft at not lefs than five fhillings per acre,
and ail thofe of an intermediate quality accordm to their quality, having regard

to the prices aforefaid.

V. Anv, whereas accordmg to the moft accurate account that can now be ren-
dered by the auditor-general, it appears, that there has been about the number
of two thoufand four hundred and feventy-five foldiers entitled under the feveral
ads of the legiflature to the faid bounty of lands, and that there ought to be about

. ont
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C H A P. ope hundred lots fet apart to fulfil the engagements of lands to recruiting officers,
LoV - Be it enafted, That two thoufand five hundred and feventy-five of the aforefaid
tribued a-  Jots, lying in the moft fertile part of the county, and contained in the following
mong the fol- Jimits, to wit, beginning at the mouth of Savage river, and running with the
> north branch of Patowmack river to the head thereof, then north with the pre-
fent fuppofed boundary line of Maryland until the interfeCtion of an eaft line to
be drawn from the faid boundary line, with a north courfe from the mouth of
Savage river, will include the number of lots aforefaid, to be diftributed by lot
among the faid foldiers and recruiting officers, and their legal reprefentatives, by
the commiffioner or commiffioners hereafter to be appointed by the governor and

council as aforefaid.

Andofficers, VI, gnd be it enafted, That part of the remaining lots be diftributed by lot-
&e tery among the officers, and the reprefentatives of the officers, of the Maryland
line, who ferved to the end of the war, who were deranged by any of the reforms
of the army, who were killed or died of their wounds received in battle, thofe
who were difabled from further fervice by wounds received, and in confequence
thereof retired, and thofe who died a natural death while in the fervice with the
army ; each officer, or his reprefentative, to have four lots.

To be adja-
tent, &c.

VII. 9no be it enatted, That the lots fo granted to the officers aforefaid,
fhall be adjacent to thofe herein before directed to be diftributed among the fol-
diers, and fhall be contained within the following limits, to wit, by extending the
aforefaid north courfe from the mouth of Savage river until its interfeCtion with
an eaft line to be drawn from the aforefaid fuppofed boundary line of Maryland,

will include the neceflary number, allowing to each officer, or his reprefentative,
four lots as aforefaid. :

And ditri-  VIII. dnd be it enafted, That the faid lots thall be diftributed by lot among
gued by 1ot, the faid officers and their reprefentatives, by the commiffioner or commiffioners
to be appointed by the governor and council as aforefaid, each ticket to contain

four lots contiguous to each other, or as nearly {o as may be.

Lot fecured,  IX. And Be it enafted, That the lot on which William Howell lives be fe-

ke cured to the legal reprefentative of Howell, fon of the faid William,
which faid fon was a foldier in the Maryland line, and died in the fervice of his
country ; and that in cafe the faid fon fhall not have left a legal reprefentative,

. entitled by law to the faid lot, the fame be fecured to the aforefaid William
Howell, his heirs and affigns, for ever.

Remainder 0 X. Gn0 be it enaited, That the remainder of the faid lots be fold for any kind
be fold. of fpecie certificates of this fate, to be paid at the time of fale,

XI. Anb, whereas it appears to this general affembly, that ten affiftant fur-
veyors have been employed by the faid Francis Deakins in the execution of the
faid furvey feven hundred and feventy-five days, to wit, Henry Kemp one hun-
dred and twenty days, Daniel Crefap fifty-eight days, Laurence Bringle ninety-.
eight days, Benjamin Price eighty-eight days, John Tomlinfon fifty-eight days,
Jonas Hogmire eighty-four days, Thomas Orm feventy days, John Hooker
ninety-two days, John Lynn fifteen days, William Hoye ninety-two days, B¢ it

Allowance 1o gnaften, That there be allowed to each of the faid affiftants the fum of ten fhil~
afianis.  lings current money per day. :

Afembly XII. 9no be it enafted, That as to the lands patented or taken up within the
connor 8¢ manors and the referves aforefaid, the general affembly cannot with propriety give -
™" orders for any difpofition thereof, but that the cafes of each ought to be ftated by
the governor and council, and the attorney-general’s opinion taken, {o that the

claim of the ftate may be profecuted or relinquithed, as law and juftice may require. -

{;:*:S; cf:*g’P .XIII.' anv be it enafted, That any of the faid lands, notchcrein before appro-
Sc. * priated, and any other lands in this ftate now vacant, and to affe& which no
» L warrant®
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warrant hath iffued, be liable to be taken up in the ufual manner by warrant, at CH A P
the rate of three {hillings and nine-pence current money per acre, to be paid to XLIV.
- the treafurer of the weftern fhore in the proportions and within the times required

by the act to appropriate certain lands to the ufe of the officers and foldiers of this -
ftate, and for the fale of vacant lands. :

XIV. dno be it enafted, That the privilege of roads and waters through all Privilege re-
the faid lands be referved to the public. ' ferved.

XV. dnp be it enafted, That the line to which the faid Francis Deakins has Line within
laid out the faid lots, is, in the opinion of the general affembly, far within that te boundarys
which this ftate may rightfully claim as its weftern boundary ; and that at a time
of more leifure the confideration of the legiflature ought to be drawn to the weft-
erri boundaries of this ftate, as objeés of very great importance.

- XVI. dno be it enafted, That the faid general plot and books of certificates Plot, &c. to
be lodged in the land office, and that the faid books of certificates of the four belodged, &e.
thoufand one hundred and fixty-five lots aforefaid, be confidered, to all intents

and purpofes, as record books of the land office.

XVIL. anp be it enafted, That the neceffary expences attending the faid fur- Expencesto -
vey fhall be afcertained by the committee of claims at the next feffion of aflembly, l;faf“”amed’
and that the orders given by the faid Francis Deakins in favour of perfons who
furnithed provifions and performed fervices in the execution of the faid furvey,
fhall be receivable in payment of the lands to be valued to the fettlers aforefaid, the
amount of the faid orders to be debited to the faid Francis Deakins, in addition to
the fix hundred pounds received from the treafurer, and by him to be accounted for.

XVIII. anb be it enafted, That there be allowed to the faid Francis Deakins, Allowance to
for his trouble in completing the faid work, making out the plots and regiftering F. Deakins.
the certificates aforefaid, the fum of two hundred pounds current money.

XIX. 9nv be it enatted, That the commiffioner or commiffioners to be ap- Six weeks no:
pointed as aforefaid, as foon as may be, give fix weeks notice in the Maryland tg‘ffe;g ‘gfc
Gazette, and Baltimore Journal, of the time and place when and where a diftri-~ =
bution of the aforefaid lands, in purfuance of the direCtions of this a&, amon
the officers and foldiers entitled as aforefaid, fhall take place; and the auditor-
general fhall furnifh the faid commiffioner or commiffioners with a lift of the of-
ficers and foldiers entitled as aforefaid, and no draught fhall be made for any
officer or foldier, unlefs the name of the officer or foldier fhall appear in the lift
to be furnithed by the auditor-general as aforefaid.

XX. aAno be it enafed, That after the faid draught fhall have taken place, Name to be
the name of the officer and foldier thall be endorfed on the ticket containing the endorfed, &c:
number or numbers, which fhall be written in words at length, drawn by or for
fuch officer or foldier by the faid commiffioner or commiffioners, and thereupon
fuch officer or foldier, or their reprefentative or reprefentatives, thall have an eftate

in fee-fimple in the lot or lots refpectively drawn, without any patent, deed or
grant, to be iffued for that purpofe. :

XXI. dnd he it enaited, That on payment of the valuation to be made in On payment;
purfuance of the dire€tions of this act, by any of the fettlers who fhall be adjudged g% gc.
by the commiffioner or commiffioners aforefaid to be entitled to the pre-emption, '
a patent fhall iffue for the land, according to the determination of the faid com-
miffioner or commiffioners, to the fettler, or his reprefentative or reprefentatives,

by the regifter of the land office, he or they paying the ufual fees of office.

XXII. anv be it enafted, That any purchafer of any of the faid lots to be fold Purchafers
in purfuance of this a&, on payment of the purchafe money, fhall be entitled to ﬁé‘;‘t‘kg op-
a patent from the regifter of the land office, on paying the ufual fees of office. ’

M | ' CXXIUI, g
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CHAP XXIIL. @no be it enaften, That the faid commiffioner or commiffioners fhall
. Can}&i%(;n_ be entitled to receive ten tfhillings current money per day for every day he fhall
ers allowance. be actually employed in making the diftributions aforefaid, deciding difputes con-

cerning pre-emption, and felling the lands as aforefaid.

W;ho fhz‘: g XXIV. anu be it gnaften, That the faid commiffioner or commiffioners, be-
wke ;MO fore he or they a& as fuch, fhall take an ocath well and faithfully to difcharge the

duties required and enjoined by this ad, according to the beft of his {kill and
judgment.

“And :{nai;a XXV. any be it enaftcy, That the faid commiffioner or commiffioners fhall

record, &¢ - nake a record of all valuations by them made, and of all the lots diftributed
among the officers and foldiers aforefaid, and of all lots fold by them, in virtue
of this a&, and return the fame to the regifter of the land office, to be by him
fafely kept.

C H A P. XLV.
ParaDe- A Supplement to an act, entitled, An act authorifing the appoint-
ment of truftees to fell and convey a tract of land called Hall’s

Lot, lying and being in Charles county, for the purpofes thercin
mentioned. |

Preamble. WHEREAS it appears to this general affembly, that the original act is

incompetent to carry into execution the defign of the legiflature in-
tended in faid a, as part of the land direted to be fold in the above
recited a&, by the name of Hall’s Lot, containing about one hundred and thiurty
* acres, is fince found to be part of a tract of land called Hall’s Place;

HallsPlcers 11, 2Be it enafted, That the (aid tra&t of land called Hall’s Place, fhall and

be fold, &c. s hereby direCed to be fold and conveyed in the fame manner as is provided b
the above recited ac for the fale and conveyance of the aforefaid land called
Hall’s Lot, provided the faid truftees enter into bond before the prefiding juftice
of Charles county, with fecurity, if required, to enfure the application of the
money arifing from the fale to the purpofe intended by the faid act, and to ac-

count for any furplus that may remain after difcharging the balance thercin
mentioned.

' C H A P. XLVL
biDe An ACT to cede to congrefs a diftrict of ten miles {quare in this
mber 23. "
ftate for the feat of the government of the United States.
Reprefenta. & it enalted, by the General Affembly of Maryland, That the reprefenta-
:’%ﬁgﬁ{d"' B tives of this ftate in the houfe of reprefentatives of the congrefs of the
g United States, appointed to affemble at New-York on the firft Wednef-
day of March next, beand they are hereby authorifed and required, on the be-
half of this ftate, to cede to the congrefs of the United States any diftrict in this
ftate not exceeding ten miles {quare, which the cangrefs may fix upon and accept
for the feat of government of the United States. - ,

C H A P XLVII. ,

PiDe- An ACT to continue the acts of affembly therein mentioned, and
T for other purpofes. |
Several afts & it enalted, by the General Affembly of Maryland, That an alk, entitled,
sontinued. An a& for the relief of infolvent debtors, paflfed March feffion, feventeen

hundred and feventy-four, and one other a&t, entitled, An act to repeal

an a@, entitled, An a& refpe@ing infolvent debtors, and to revive another aét,

entitled, An ac for the relief of infolvent debtors, pafled May feflion, feventeen

hundred and eighty-eight, be and they are hereby continued, and ‘fhall be in full

N force until the end of the next feffion of the general affembly. That another
a& of affembly, entitled, An ad for the regulation of officers fees, paffed No-

: ' RNt R - vember
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