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HISTORY OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA.

ing. He is one of the foremost merchants
of the place, having a large and well-stocked
store, and is now president of the Blue Jack-
et State Bank, of which he was one of the
founders and the first vice-president. In
his political affiliations he is a straightfor-
ward Republican, and is now filling the
office of police judge.

Mr. Wilson has been twice married. His
first wife, Elizabeth A. Winscott, was a
daughter of Jesse Winscott, of Fulton, Cal-
laway county, Missouri. At her death she
left eight children, namely: Laura, wife of
H. Sapington, of Checotah, Oklahoma; Wil-
liam J., who married Lizzie Davis; Susan,
wife of L. K. Haggard; C. T., who married
Grace Howell; James W., who married Ora
Evans; John E., who married Fay Adam-
son ; Jessie, who married R, C. Jenkins; and
Lizzie, who is the wife of G. G. Halkumb.
Mr. Wilson married for his second wife Mar-
tha E. Countryman who was born in 1837,
near Maysville, Arkansas, a daughter of
John M. Countryman, a Cherokee, who has
spent the greater part of his life in Oklaho-
ma, Mr. and Mrs. Wilson have five chil-
dren, namely: Elgin D., Martha E., Harry
E, D. A, Jr, and Wade C. All of these
children have taken their allotments near
Blue Jacket.

Epwin F, Korxs. A wide-awake man,
full of vim and push, Edwin F. Korns, of
Newkirk, has filled various public offices of
trust and responsibility with characteristic
ability, and is now serving most acceptably
as postmaster of this city. He is likewise
proprietor of the Republican-News-Journal,
the Republican organ of the ecity and a
weekly publication widely known through-
out northern Oklahoma. He is a product of
Ohio, hizs birth having oecurred, June 10,
1854, at New Philadelphia, Tuscarawas
county, which was the birthplace likewise
of his father, Henry Korns. His paternal
grandfather, Charles Korns, was an early
settler of that part of Ohio, migrating there
from Pennsylvania, where he and two of his
brothers lived for several years. The grand-
father raised a large family of children, in
which there were seven sons, namely: Dan,
Robert, Frank, James, William, Henry and
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John. Henry Korns grew to man's estate
in Tuscarawas county, Ohio, and died in
manhood’s prime, in 1861, in Indiana, soon
after enlisting in response to President Lin-
coln’s first call for troops during the Civil
war. He married Harriet Watkins, who was
of English descent, a daughter of Henry
Watkins, and they had one child, Edwin F.,
of this sketch. She survived him, marrying
for her second husband Henry Binkley,
and of that union two children were born,
namely: Mrs. William Doyle, of Houston,
Texas; and Charles Binkley, of Hastings,
Towa.

After the death of his father Edwin F.
Korne lived with his paternal grandmother
and his uncles at New Philadelphia, Ohio,
where he gleaned his first knowledge of
books, attending the city schools, While a
mere lad, before entering his “‘teens,” he be-
gan to know what it really meant to support
one’s gelf, finding work in a print shop in
that river town. This labor added much of
value to his book learnings, and from year
to vear he felt its practical advantage. He
subsequently worked for awhile on the T'us-
carawas Advocate, in that place, and then
secured a position in a book and job office
in Indianapolis, Indiana. Leaving there Mr.
Korns next went to Champaign, Illinois,
where for two years he was connected with
the Champaign Union. Migrating from
there to Glenwood, Iowa, he was employed
for two years on the Glenwood Opinion,
after which he purchased the Malvern Lead-
er, which he published two years, when he
sold out and moved to Kansas.

Locating in Phillipsburg, Kansas, he
bought the Phillipshurg Herald, and was its
owner and moving spirit for fourteen years.
During that period the appointment of news-
paper men to postmasterships became some-
what general, and President Harrison made
Mr. Korns postmaster at Phillipsburg, a po-
sition which he resigned on coming to Okla-
homa. During his connection with the Her-
ald Mr. Korns had become acquainted with
the handling of the United States mail by
his appointment to the railway mail service,
his appointment having been secured by
Senator Ingalls during President Arthur's
administration, When President Cleveland
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