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his family to Tama oounty, ettling g o1 860+

tmn 24, in Grant township, where he has
since renided. ' He was married in July
1838, to Miss Martha Birtch, born i in Yurlc
shire, in 1811. 8he died in Grant tuwnshlp, :
July 29,°1873. This union waa blessed
with geven nhildren——.fa.na, Elizabsth,
Jamen, John, now ‘deceased, Ellon and
Alice.: In politios, Mr. Dinadale is 3 warm

- supporter of Ropublicanism, - In his farm-
ing operations, Mr, Dinsdale has been very
successful, owning 840 acres of good’ land .
in.Grant and Buckingham townships. - He
takes quite 4n interest in horticultura;’ and
lias an orchard containing' over 800 fruit
trees of the different varietios adapted to
't.hm ﬂhma.t.a Buthe ma.jr juatly taka pride, .

X

|'F‘"rtri
ST TR

”

a8 he ddes, in'his herd of short horn cattle,
whmh have been selected by himself with
great care, from the best herda in d1ﬂ’erent
parts nf t.ha Unmn R

FGHT ﬂiTTER .

Sprde e,

Cannell -postoftice was- eutahhshed in
Mav, 1872, and Alexander Mitchell was ap-
pointed postmaster, with James Davidson
a8 -aesistant, the office being kept at hia
‘house, ., The.first.- two -years .mail was
carried by the neighbors from Buokingham.
In 1874 a msil line: was established from
‘Buckingham, by way of this office, to Cole-
ville, This route wag discontinued in Nep-
tember, 137:, when the office soon neaned
to a;ﬂgt,. i AN .-:'"*' S -
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" “This ix the nnuthwaat.ern corner tnwn*;_
nhlp of Tama county, embrnmng the terri-
tory of township 89, range 18, west of the
fifth prmmpal meridian. The surface’” uf- -
‘the township is quite rolling, ia well’ Wa-:
‘tered and the soil very rich. The attention
of the mhnhttant.u is given entirely to
‘stock- rammg and general farming, The
~_ only reason that Hivhland does not rank
first amnng Tama nuunt.yu aub—dwmonsj'
iu that a large portmn of ite lands are,
“owned by nnn—remdentu nnd tharafnra
are not ao munh improv ed as they other
~ wise would be, There are, huwevar, ov.:
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ara.l lnrge ntmk fnrma hera npnn whmh the
improvements aré among the baat and
mnat eunvanmt in the’ muhty. S

- The aurfuu is almnat wholly a: m]lmg y

')Jrairia, the uhly nataral timber being on
‘seotions 5,

15 .and 22." The principal
atream in the townehip is Richland creek.
Tha two forks which form the main stream
anite on: uant.mn 21, and thanne flow

'thruugh seutlmu 18, 15, 22, 93 and '24 and

pass into’ 'Columbia towmhrp " Raven
¢reek antsrs the township on ‘section 6,
crosses seotioma 5 and 4, and leaves the
township by way of the northwest mrner |
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of section 3. Bennett ereek in formed by
two forks, which both rise in this l{}Wlthip
amd unite on section 1. A branch of Rich-
Lund ereek tonches section 38,

The hieago, Milwaokee & St Panl
ratlway crosses the west haif of 1ighland,
but there is no station on the line 10 this
township,

EARLY SETTLEMENT

Only abont a quarter ol a century has
assed sinece this section of country was
uninhabited except by the Tndian, Y'he
first advent here of the white man 18 yet
remembered by manynow living. Through
dense forests and over trackless plains
came the early ploneers, making selection
of Tands, establishing homes, turning the
virgin sod, planting the felds with grain,
reaping the golden harvest, and thus toil-
ing on from year to year, subduing the
land and accumulating property, unti! now
one may sec a beantiful country, contain-
g the homes of acontented, happy
people.

The first person to effect a pormancent
settlemen 1o what 18 now Ihghlamd town-
ship, was James I3, Merritt, who located
on section 18, on the 11th of March, 1855,
1le at onee parehased that aeetion, erected
A cabin and busied himsel! making  neces-
sary hnprovements. In May, his family,
consgisting of wife and three children, ar-
rived to join him and participate in the
struggles of pioneer life. James B, Mer-
ritt was born in Orange county, New
York, Augunt 5, 1814, His father, Daniel
M. Merritt was a native of Westchester
county, New York ; and his mother, Char-
ity (Hultz) Merritt, of New London Cong

-necticut. James B. was the sevedth of
ten ¢hildren, three of whom are living.

r-Temr A0 e e R

James hived with his parents, attending
the common schools and helping on the
Farm until he wax nincteen years old,
wlhen he tearned the trade of mason,  Mr.
Merritt was married in £8:3%, in Litehfield
connty, Connecticut, to Miss Laura C,
Wing, a native of Schenectady, New
York. They made New York State their
home until 1855, when Mr. Merritt con-
eluded 10 go west and obtain some land
on the frontiers.  He traveled by railroad
to Rock Island, Illinoix; then by stage to
Marengo, lowsa, where he obtained a pri-
vaie conveyance io iake him to Kureka.
From here he started out on foot, and on
the Tuth of March arrived at the residence
of Fames Magee in Tama county, where
he rested for the night. On the day fol-
lowing he located where he now resides,
owning one of the largest farms in the
county, After making the first payment
on his Jand, Mr. Merritt had $400 left, and
thna  the Tamily tived qnite well until
isnH, 10 which year the wheat crop wns a
failure on account of wet weather. Mr.
Merritt harvested ten acres, but only
got forty Dburhela. This furnished the
family with bread stuff ; hut they had to
manufacture their own flour, which they
did by grinding the wheat in a coffee mill.
In the spring of 1859, Mr, Merritt sowed
what wheat he had lett and the family
then lived on corn meal and water until
the next harvest. Since that time, how-
ever, they have had no serious hardships,
Mrs, Merritt died June 21, 1876, She had
borne her hushand ten children, three of
whom are now living: Frances, now
Mra, DD. E. Wing; James A, and Earnest
A. Mr. Merritt was agajn married
April, 1882, to Mizs Mary E. Gaffeny.
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He is a staunch Republican, and has held
various offices of trust, He is a good ciu-
zen and is respected by all. He has been
very successful in his farming operations,
and is one of the most well-to-do farmers
of the county.

Soon after James B. Merritt had ef-
footed a settlement, Samuel Clark arrived
and erected a cabin on the south-west quar-
ter of section 8, which was soon afterward
destroyed by fire. He erected another,
Lowever, and in the spring of 1856, moved
hiere from Indiantown whore he had been
stopping, and thus became a oitizen of
Highland.

In July, 18566, David Babb arrived and
entered the southeast quarter of seetion
8, which he at once began improving. The
family lived with James 15, Mereitt unsil
(ctober, then with James Bradley, of In-
dian Village townuship, until the following
spring, when they permanently asettled
upon the land which had been entered.
David Babb lived here until his death,
which oseurred on the %4tk of December,
1877. 1lia widow still resides on theeold
homestead. Mr. Babb was a native of
Berks comnty, Pennsylvania, born Decem-
ber 1, 1812, His parents, David and Sa.
san Babb, moved with their family to
Qlio al an early day, and here David, ju.,
was married o Miss Blizabeth Boughart,
a native of Northampton, Pennsylvania,
born June 17, 1816, This union was
bleased with six ehildren, four of whom
are now living: Mary C., now Mrs. H. L

Recd; Anthony B, Quincy W., and Mar- |

tha K., now wife of W. D, Iellogg. In
1856, Mr. Babb, with his family, left Ohio
and came to Tama couuty, being the third
settler in Highland township. Tle jour
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ney was accomplished by teams and they
were twenty-cight days on the road, arriv-
ing here on the 10th of July. Mr. Babb
had but $37 when he atrived here and
therefore experienced all the Lardships of
pioneer life.

Quinoy Babb, son of David Babb, came
with his parenta to Highland township,
where he has since resided. He now has
charge of the old homestead. Mr. Babb is
a native of Summit county, Chio, born
February 25, 1848, In potitics he afliliates
with the National Greenback party;

-and his religious connections are with the
M. E. Church.

Anthony I.. Babb, oldest son of Duvid
Babb, was born in Summit county, Ohio,
February 25, 1841. He came with his
parents to lowa in 1858, and hassince been
a resident of Highiand township. In
August, 1862, he enlisted in Co, F, 28th
Towa Volunteer Infantry, and served three
years. e was married in 1889, to Miss
Milly A. Richards, of Muarshall county,
and they have now six children: Alma I.,

“Kimma L., David R., Clarence K., Linna 1.
and Laura E. Mr, Babb was a member of
the M. E. Church from 188¢ till 1888,
since which time he has been connected
with the U. I3, Society. In politics he is
a National,

I the latter part of July, 1856, A, Hull
made his appearance and settled upon the
west half of the south-west quarter of
saction 12, while hia son, Samuel Hull, set-
tled just acroas the township’s line on sec-
tion 13,

In (857, Jacob Korns broke thirty-four
acred on scciion 27, where George G,
Walker bad cnterod land for him in 1858,

Mr. Korns did not move liis family to the
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county, however, until the spring of 1838,
at which time John Korns also nettled 1n
the township.

Then folivwed R, Johnsoun, Arthur
Manfull, John  and  Quiney Manfull,
Franklin 1luhbard, E. M. Poyneer, AN,
Poyneer, ©. W Moffatt and others, FPhe
most of  Lthose named are mentioned else-
where in this volume.,  Laterceame Jarmen
1L Smith, Hiram Winders, C. A, Wilson
and 2. W, SBnyder.

Lnes 11 Smith eame to Tami connty
L], e resided at Dindiantown until
R4, when he loeated on section 4, lhgh-
Lanel township, where he has <ince rosited,
He now owns abaut 300 acres of bund, and
1< princijpally engaged m ralsing stock.,
Mr. Smith s a native of Washtenaw
county, Michigan, harn september 1, TR2T.
James U, and Bally
1l¢ was left mother

Ilis parents were
(Dickersun) Smith.
loss when only four years of age, Lt his
father subsequently married aprain, James
. Smith was brought up on a farm, and
bis father until eighteen
when he removed to Boone
connty, [linpis,  On December 31, 1848,
he married Miss Sulia Linderman, a native
of (he State of New York. e eontimued
i'm*minglpin [inois unti! he came to lowa
Vi, Smith dees not belong te

resided  with

vuears ob age,

in =il
any sect, party or creed, nt ixn what may
e strietly catled a free tlinker. He voted
the Republivan ticket for many years, but
how votes (he National, M and Mrs.
Smith  have eight children—Julins B,
Carrie, Josephine, Ida, warah, I'rank, HEm-
ma and Gurtie,

Among the large stock farmers of the
cunnty is to he fonund 1{ivam Winders, who

rostilles on TR ETELL

e | ————r— - W

HISTORY OF TAMA COUNTY.

—_— e b r———— = ——— -

ITin farm conkists of 500 weren on geelion
14, and 160 acres on section 13, This
land Lias Leen well improved and the farm
ix second to none in the township. Mr.
Winders is a native of Maryland, born on
the 6th day of June, tszd. 1l father,
George Winders, wan anative of (Yhic; Ins
mother, Jane Winders, a native of Mary-
land. Hiram worked for farmers in his
neighborhood untii he reached his major-
ity, then he worked at wagon making one
year, at the end of which time he emigrated
to Ogle county, Plinoi, where I followed
1 . 1860, he
wag united in marriage with Miss Hettie
M. Tice, a native of Ohto. They foltowel
farming  in Ogle county, 1llinots, wntil
186G8, when they emigrated to Towa, and

the trade of carpentering.

Live sinee Dved in Thghlaned tawnship.
In politics, Mr. Windem was lormerly @
Demoerat, but of late years lic has voted
the National Greenback ticket. His re-
ligioud connections are with the Christian
Church. There are eight children—
Charles L., Tmey J.,, William R,, Carne
B., Samucel W., Chauncy, Blanche and
Karl.
O RGANEC,

Highiand township was organized O
tober 0, 1860, and the fhrat clecuion heid at
the house of James Adair, on the Hth of
November following. C. W, Moffatt was
chasen Chairnan; Fraoklin Thubbard, Ja-
cob 1Korng and J. B, Merritt, Judges; and
Robinson Johnson and U, W. Moftaty,
Clerks of the election. Jsaac Toland,
K., administered the oath  to the
ibove uamed. The following ia a roster
of the officers ag copied Trom the records:

Oficers eleeted at fimt election Jacob

14, ilighiand township. Korns, Arthor Manfnll aid David Bahhb,
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1880—A. J. Vosburg, Trustee; C A,

Wilson, Clerk; D. K. King, Assessor; J.

(. McClure, Justice.

1881—J. D). Sanborn, Trustee; C. A
Wilson, Clerk; D. E. Wing, Assessor; C.
A, Wilson, and J, Speaker, Justices.

1882—A. L, Frang, Trustee; C. A, Wil-
son, Clerk; F. B. S8anborn, Assessor; and
Levi Snyder, Justice.

" Tevi Snyder, Justice of the Peace of
Highland township, is & native of Mifiin
vounty, Pennsylvania, and was born May
1, 1628, He was left motherless when
but an infant. Hia father subsequently
married again, and Levi waa brought up
on the farm, February 16, 1855, he mar-
ried Miss Hannah Beoth, a native of Penn-

sylvania, and in 1857, emigrated to Ogle

county, Iilinois, from thence, in 1808,
moved to Jowa, since which time he has
been a resident of llighiand township.
Mr, Snyder is a Republican, in politios;
in religion, a Congregationalist. His fam-
i1y conaists of three children: Samuel W,
Mary and Mamie. Mrv. Snyder is one of
the leading farmers of Tama county. He
has made good improvementa on his land,
and he may truly be called a well-to-do
farmer, whe is prompt in fulfilling all his
obligations,

The present Clerk of Highland town-
ship, C. A, Wilson, came to the conn-
ty in 1872, and in 1873, located on his
present farm, which he had purchased in
1869. He was born in Pennsylvania,
March 9, 1839. Hia parents were A. C.
and Cloey E. (Bowen} Wilson, the for-
mer of Vermont and the latter of Pennsyl-
vania. In 1845, the family moved to Car-
rolt county, Tllinois, where, in 1881, Mr.

Wilsou enlisted in Company K, 15th Iii-

nots Volunteer Infantry and served one
year, when he was dischargoed On account
of physical dirability. In December, 1861,
while in the service, he came home on "a
furlough and married Mise Miriam . A.
Rice, a native of New York, Afterbeing
discharged from the service, he followed
farming in Ogle county, Ilinois, until he
oame to [owa. [Jeis a Republican, has
held all the township offices except Trustoe
and was census enumerator in 1880, Mr.
Wilson is 8 member of the M. E. Church.
The children are: Lettie, Nora,now Mra.
R. Anderson; and Minnie,
FIRET THINGS.

The first birth in the township was Wil-
liam, a son of James B. and Laura C.
Merritt, born in October, 1856, In the
aame month, James, son of Samuel and
Amanda Hull, was born, and, it isthought
by many, that this was the first birth.

The firat death in the township was an
infant son of James B. and Laura C. Mer-
ritt, named William, whe died in August,
1857. 'I'he remaing lie buried on section
16, but thero is nothing to mark the spot.

On the L4th of April, 1859, the first
marriage was scolemnized at the residence
of David Babb, by Tsaae Butler, Esquire,
The contracting parties were . 1. Heed
and Mary Babb., This wad the first wed-
ding that was celebrated in the township.
'The couple resided in Highland township
until the spring of 1883, when they moved
to Nebraska.

RDUCATIONAL,

The first school building in Highland
township was erected in 1881, near the
center of the township, on the site now
oceupied by Center sclionl house, district
number 5. Miss Lucy Clark, of Grinnell
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taught the first school—a term of three
months —receiving #25 per month as com-
pensation.® There were only ten or twelve
pupils present. The second school howte
was erected in distriet number 2.

There are now nine school houses in the
township, valued at about $800 each, and
educational facilitiee are on a par with
any townehip in the county.

RELIGLOUS.

The first religious services in the town-
ahip were held at the house of Jacob
Korns, with Rev. Daniel Long, a minia-
ter from Pennsylvania, presiding.

There was preaching at the school
houses occasionally for many years, but
ne society was permanently organized un-
til June, 1881, when Rev. (. P. IFisher, of
Grinnell, organized what is known as the
Tama Mission of the United Brethren
Church., The society started out with a
membership of twenty-five, as follows:
I. Bpeaker, Martha Speaker, F. Nichols,

Elizabeth Nichols, B. Martin, Margaret |

Martin, A. L. Babb, Milla Ann Balb, Fau-

nie Ireland, Maggie Martin, Mary Martin, |

Joseph Martin, Thomas Speaker, Allie
Bpeaker, May Nichols, Laura Nichulg,
Carrie Nichols, Charley Drew, Nora
Spickier, Reuben Spickler, Albert Spick-
ler, Charles Hamil, Carrie Hamil, Eddie
Hamil and Claretta Honeywetl,

I. 8peaker was chosen class leader, and
F. Nichols, steward, Rev. G. IP. Fisher
was succeeded as pastor by Rev. Richard
Swaim, the present minister,

- Services were held at the scheol housc
of distriet numbér 8 until 1883, when the
present church edifice was erected near
the school house. The church is a frame
structure, 28x40 feet in size, with a seat-
ing capacity of 165, and cost ¥1,306. The
membership of the society now numbers
thirty-four. .

A Sabbath-school was organized In
April, 1880, with J. Speaker, Superintend
ent. ‘The schoel is now in Howrishing
condition and has an average attendance

of about thurty-five,
POETOFFICKS,

- - Highland township has never lad a

postoffice within ita boundaries, The cit
izens have always been obliged to patron-
ize neighboring villages for mail.

CEMETERY.

There is one cemetery in Highland town-
ship, located on the southeast quarter of
section 22.  Iicontainsa fourth of an acre,
which was donated to the township for
burial purposes by John Korns, in 1870.

| The first body interred here was Louisa

Korns, wife of the donor.



